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Preface

The Conference held at Harrisonburg, Virginia, 1909, passed

the following query unanimously: "The General Mission Board
asks Annual Meeting, through Standing Committee, if it may,

through the Gish Publishing Fund, or otherwise, publish in book
form all the Minutes of Annual Meeting for historical value."

In accordance with this query the Mission Board has had the

Minutes of our Annual Meetings, so far as available collected and

arranged for publication and this Book of the Minutes is the result.

Only two additions have been made to the Minutes as previously

published; an addendum of one article to the Minutes of 1815 and

the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 1826. For these the Board
is indebted to Brother Brumbaugh's History of the Brethren. So
far as is known every minute known to exist is included in the

present publication.

It is well to preserve the Minutes of our Conferences, for they

are of intense historical interest to those who are interested in the

study of our Annual Meetings from the beginning. Even a casual

reading of the deliverances of our Conferences must convince the

reader of the carefulness with which our brethren, from the first,

considered all questions pertaining to the growth, development and

welfare of the church. There is to be found, also, in the Minute>s,

the spirit of love and forbearance, which kept the church united

for many years, and it is to be hoped that the unity of the Broth-

erhood may ever be maintained. May the Great Head of the

Church keep us united and may we at all times have the true

test of discipleship: "By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one for another."

THE GENERAL MISSION BOARD.
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Minutes of the Annual Meetings
of the Brethren

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1778.

Pipe Creek, Md.

After much reflection, in the fear of the Lord, it has been

concluded in union, that the brethren who have taken the attest

recall it before a justice, and give up their certificate, and

apologize in their churches, and truly repent for the error. If

nnot do this, and will justify th< elves, the apostle ex-

horts us we should withd ourselves from every brother who
walketh disorderly, and such a brother will be deprived of the kiss

of fellowship, of the counsel, and of the breaking of bread, until

he becomes obedient again. Ministers and elders who have taken

attest, and are sorry and grieved for it, confessedly recall the

matter 'before the justice of the peace, and in the public church,

counsel shall be held about them in their churches in presence of

one or more ministers or overseers to consider, in the fear of the

Lord, whether he or such as before mentioned could serve again

in their office. But if such a minister or elder should approve him-

self stubbornly, and justify his course, yea, even teach the same,

then we cannot comprehend how he can be obedient to the Spirit

of Truth, which teaches we shall not touch the unclean thing, nor

be unequally yoked together with unbelievers, be e Christ has

no concord with Belial. Therefore, we decide that such laborers

are unfit in the Lord's vineyard, and also unfit to be members in

church of the living God, until their minds are changed, and

they speak again with new tongues, or find their hearts with David.

God have mercy upon us!

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1779.

Conewago, Pa.

On account of taking the attest, it has been concluded in union

as follows: Inasmuch as it is the Lord our God who establishes
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kings and removes kings, and ordains fillers according to his own

good pleasure, and we can not/ know whether God has rejected the

king and chosen the state, while the king had the government;

therefore we could not, with a good conscience, repudiate the

king and give allegiance to the state. And it seems to us that

those who have done so have committed a fault, on account of

which fault we could not break bread with them, but bear with

them in love. But, if they would come moved by their own con-

viction, and make acknowledgments, being truly repentant, then

we might forgive them, and we believe God would also forgive

them, and we might break bread with them. But in regard to

the laborers (ministers), we think they should still stand in their

labor, and not baptize or administer in the breaking of bread.

ShOuld they, however, come convinced in themselves to have

erred, and show contrition, saying, " We are sorry," then we might

forgive them, and be in full fellowship with them, yet, so that

the church to which he belongs is satisfied with him when he

should continue in his office. But if such go still further in this

matter, as holding office (political) and so forth, show no sorrow,

and rather continue in such course, then they should be also de-

prived of the church council and holy kiss, and nota bene, not

only the ministers, but all who have taken this course.

ANNUAL MEETING OE 1781.

Conestoga, Pa.

Article 1. Inasmuch, at the big meeting at Conestoga, last

year, it has been unanimously concluded that we should nut pay

the substitute money; but inasmuch as it has been overlooked

here and there, and some have not regarded it (sad conclusion),

therefore we, the assembled brethren, exhort in union all brethren

in all places to hold themselves guiltless, and take no part in

war or blood-shedding, which might take place if we would pay

for hiring men voluntarily; or more still, if we would become
agents to collect such money. And inasmuch some brethren have

received written orders to tell the people, and afterwards col-

lect (such money), accompanied by a threat of a heavy fine—we
exhort heartily, not to be scared to do that which is not right. Still,

we exhort, also, heartily, that if a brother should be fined, there

should be provision made for such brethren, and assistance ren-

dered as far as concerns money. In case a brother or his son

should be drafted, that he or his son should go to war, and he
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could buy himself or his son from it, such would not be deemed

so sinful, yet it should not be given voluntarily, without compul-

sion. But where this has been overlooked, and the substitute-

money has been voluntary, and (the brother) should acknowledge

his mistake from the heart, and repent it, the church might be

satisfied with him. But when a brother bears his testimony that

he cannot give his money on account of his conscience, and would

say to the collector, " If thou must take it, then use your author-

ity; I shall not be in your way,"—with such a brother we should

be also satisfied. But concerning the tax, it is considered that

on account of the troublesome times (1781, the fifth year of the

Revolutionary War), and in order to avoid offense, we might fol-

low the example of Christ (Matt. 17: 24-27), yet if one does not

see it so, and thinks, perhaps/ he, for his conscience' sake could

not pay it, but bear with Others who pay, in patience, we would

willingly leave it over, inasmuch we deem the overruling of the

conscience as wrong.

Article 2. Concerning distilleries.

We heartily counsel all the brethren who have distilleries,

that they should by all means endeavor to put them away, in

order to escape from the evil so often arising from them, and to

avoid offense, and in this the brethren are still entirely united with
the conclusion made at Pipe Creek, three years ago.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1782.

Place unknown.

Concerning the unchristian negro slave trade.

ft lias been unanimously considered that it cannot be per-

mitted in any wise by the church, that a member should or could
purchase negroes, or keep them as slaves. But concerning Broth-
er John Van L., who had bought a considerable time since a

negro wench and the same has given birth already, during that

time, to four children by fornication, it is the united and cordial
counsel of the brethren that the said Brother L. shall let the
old negro wench go free from this time on, and shall tell her
that she is free; but if she will not leave him after he has given her
liberty, then he may enter with her into a contract for her wages.
But this setting free or emancipation shall be done before some
brethren, as witnesses of the transaction. Concerning the children,

it is also unitedly considered that he is to give the children free

at the age of twenty-one years, and is to have them schooled and
provided with (food), raiment, and bedding during the time, as

it is just and proper; and when they are twenty-one years old

he is to give them a free (new) dress. Still it is our cordial de-
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sire and counsel that if the old negro wench would not like to g

away, he (who wa ' master) should use all diligence to prevent

such unchaste life, and lay it before her earnestly, and if she would
be free to give her her free papers, etc.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1783.

Pipe Creek, Mel.

Article 1. At this great meeting a unanimous conclusion was

laid down with regard to the very offensive evil which has en-

deavored to gain ground in the church, and by which already much
mischief has been done, while the brotherly counsel has been re-

peatedly given that distilleries (of ardent spirits) in the church

(among members) should be put away. And since there are still,

from time to time, more erected,

Tt has been at this time unanimously concluded that those

brethren who have distilleries should be earnestly admonished
to put the Hit of the way; and when they have been adni

ished in sincere love once and again, and they would not obey the

counsel of the church and not put away this loathsome idol, we
could not break the bread of communion with them, and have to

withdraw, also, the kiss and church council from them until they

are willing again to hear the church, as they have promised also

at first, at their baptism, before God and many witnesses.

Article 2. Concerning taking interest.

It is considered that no member should take interest for his

money, inasmuch in the law of God it was expressly forbidden,

and Christ says that the Scripture can not be broken (John 10:

35) ; and inasmuch the dear and chosen vessel and faithful apostle,

ill, says that Christ became the end of the law, and yet the

word of God, and also divine knowledge teaches that in order

to become partakers of Christ it is required to deny ourselves en-

tirely of all those things which are contrary to the word and com-
mand of God; therefore, we exhort again heart'ily and unitedly,

that such members who might be involved in this point should
think of better things, and have more regard and respect for their

denied Lord Jesus and his truth, and wish them faith and the grace

of God heartily.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1785.

Big Conewago, Pa.

Article 1. Our cordial and united wish and greeting of love

and peace to the beloved members, brethren and sisters on South

Branch, especially to the loving brethren, Valentine Power and
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Martin Power, , and all the members in your vicinity. We wish

i all much grace and peace from God the Father, through

Jesus Christ his dear Sou, to be faithful to him from the bottom

of the heart, according to the guidance and direction of his holy

and good Spirit, even unto a blessed and God-pleasing end. Amen.

Inasmuch as we have in part seen, and also heard, that there

has arisen some difference in several doctrines among the brethren
of your church and others, and having also seen the letter of the

loving brother, Valentine Power, which he has written to the

big meeting, and heard from it his views about " carrying on
war," hich are to be proved especially from the words of Peter

(1 Peter 2: 13, 14), so we have considered and weighed the mat-
ter in union, and we trust in the fear of the Lord; but yet, forthe
sake of the word of God, we could not agree with such vi

;

we do not see it so," and do not understand so the lov-

ing Peter in that self-same chapter, nor in his other discourses;

but God grant that we may be directed according to his good
pleasure.

First, we do not understand at all, from the "words of Peter

alluded to, that we can give s up to do violence, or that

we should submit to the hi powers in such a manner as to

make our their instruments to shed men's blood, however
it might be done. It is indeed difficult to believe that Peter, what
he. teaches in one place should h : rejected in another place;

therefore we can not understand him thus, but that his mind and
admonition to " submit to every ordinance of man," etc., is some-
thing different. The question arises, How far or wherein are we
to submit ourselves? and this question the loving Peter may an-

swer himself. We find (Acts 5: 28) that the higher power to

which Peter and John were subjects had commanded them strait-

ly (in our German version, earnestly) that they should not teach
in this name (the name of Jesus) any more, but they (the apos-
tles) did not obey herein. And when they were asked again,
" Did we not straitly command you," etc., then Peter and the apos-
tles answered and said, " We ought to obey God rather than men."
It will be well, when we attend always to the sense of Holy Writ
strictly; and in the very same chapter of Peter alluded to, we
see clearly that Peter exhorts for conscience toward. God to en-

dure grief and to suffer wrongfully, and says even that Christ
became in this our example, that we should follow in his steps.

Now, we see that Christ always, in all his sufferings, endured
them, and that with great patience, and never resisted or defend-
ed himself; but, as Peter says, 'he committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously." We see further that our loving Savior,
though innocent, was attacked in a murderous manner by just

such men as Brother P. has mentioned in his letter; but the Sav-
ior stood fast in the covenant of faithfulness, as the brother
stated. In a murderous manner he was attacked, and Peter was
quick and ready to draw his sword according to the legal justice

of God, and struck a servant, and smote off his ear. But what says
the Savior: "Put up again thy sword into his place; for all they

that take the sword shall perish with the sword." Here, indeed.
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was the greatest necessity (for self-defense), but all this time the
Savior resisted not; but he suffered patiently, and even healed
the one whose ear was smote off, acting as it is written: "The
righteous shall live by faith"; and again:

ik

I believe, therefore
I speak," etc. Thus our Savior had said before, "That ye resist
not evil "

; for so he believed, and thus he spake, and thus he did.

Further says the loving Savior: ' He that believeth on me, as

the Scripture has said," etc. Now we will consider a little what
already at that time the Scripture was teaching about Christ and
his kingdom; so we see that the holy man of God, Isaiah,
says of the time of Christ: "They shall beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more." Isa. 2: 4. Again says Isaiah (9: 5, German version): "All
war, with confused noise and garments rolled in blood, shall be
burnt with fire," etc. So we believe where that fire which Christ
came to kindle, where that fire burns, there will be burnt all war,
as predicted; for the love to God constrains to the obedience of
his commandments, as John teaches, and as Christ requires and
says, ' If ye love me, keep my commandments "

; and his com-
mandments aim throughout at non re si stance.

So we hope the dear brethren will not take it amiss when we,
from all these passages of Scripture, and especially from the words
of Peter, can not see or find any liberty to use any (carnal) sword,
but only the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, by
which we cast down imaginations and every high thing that ex-
alteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring into cap-
tivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, as Paul (2 Cor.
10: 5) says.

But that the higher powers bear the sword of justice, pun-
ishing the evil and protecting the good, in this we acknowledge
them from the heart as the ministers of God. But the sword be-
longeth to the kingdom of the world, and Christ says to his dis-
ciples: ' I have chosen you from the world," etc. Thus we un-
derstand the beloved Peter, that we are to submit ourselves in all
things that are not contrary to the will or command of God, and
no further.

And as to the swearing of oaths, we believe the word of Christ,
that in all things which we are to testify, we shall testify what is
yea, or what is true with yea, and what is nay, or not true with
nay; for whatsoever is more than these Cometh of evil. And
herewith we will conclude for this. This we intended to send
you in writing with our dear brethren Daniel Leatherman, and
Jacob Danner, and Henry Banner.

Written May 15, 1785, at the big meeting on the Big Conewa-
go, from your brethren, united in love, Jacob Saur, Valentine Pres-
sed Mich. Bosserman, Martin Reinhart, David Studebaker, Peter
Dierdorf, Martin Urner, Jacob Stoll, Christian Longenecker,
Henry Neff*, Lorenz Beckner, Philip Lewig.

Article 2. Further it was discussed, and unanimously con-
sidered,

That no brother should permit his sons to go on the muster
ground, much less that a brother go himself.



1789] .
the Church of the Brethren 11

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1788.

Conestoga, Pa.

Article 1, Resolved, unanimously, that hereafter no member of

the church, whether brother or sister, under no pretext whatever,

should go from church to church, or from house to house, to col-

lect alms; but where there is any want or distress of a member
(greater than the church to which he or she belongs is able to

relieve), the church shall state the case in writing, and send it

to the next church, if necessary by the member himself, and if

in that church full relief could not be obtained, the writing should

be renewed until relief is accomplished, if even it were necessary

to call upon all the churches. And we deem it proper that every

church should state on the writing how much is yet lacking.

Article 2. The next was almost equally important, inasmuch

it has happened that members have moved from one section of

the country to another, and improprieties had been committed

by them in the place from whence they moved, which are such

as reflect no honor on the doctrine of the Lord, nor either on

(our) Christian profession, so that we had to withdraw from them

the kiss of charity, and they concealed this at the place where

they had moved to, and sometimes it was discovered afterward,

so that offense of tender minds might result therefrom.

We conclude, likewise, and find it more proper and perfect,

that such removing family or member should bring a certificate

from the church where they leave, to the church to which they

move.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1789.

Great Conestoga, Pa.

Article 1. At the council meeting of the brethren it was in

union deemed good and necessary, and we feel it also to be our

duty, to counsel as follows:

Inasmuch we deem it our duty, obligation, and office to see

to it that union, tranquillity, and peace be maintained, that all

should be united and of one mind, so that we may, according to

the commandment of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, love

one another sincerely, and be enabled to love as he has given

us a commandment, by which it shall be known that we are his

disciples; therefore, it is our desire that every grievance and ev-

ery offense might be put out of the way; and inasmuch there is

a grievance and offense on account of the distilleries of ardent

spirits, because the old brethren could not allow them, and sad
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experience has taught us that almost whole families are gone
to destruction, and the children h< Fallen into drunkenness and
a rowdy life, the brc years ago came t e conclusion
that they should be done awa But this has not yet been done;
but m« have I n bought and established s . , and the evil is
still growing. This makes a grievance and offense, that hardly
one church can break bread with the other, and as has happened
already, that brethr: at of love had come a considerable dis-
tance, but when they saw that brethren who had distilleric nt
to communion, they had to remain away, and go home again in
grief, becans. y had not been able to p: of the memorial
of the death of our Lord ] rist, on ac of this griev-
ous and offensive thing. Thus grief, disunion, and division are
brought upon the churc For thi vc beseech e stly all
brethren who have distilleries to be diligent to put them away;" and
hereby exhort in heartfelt and h >le love, all our much beloved
fellow' la rs in God, to use herein :e in admonishing
ich m to obey this counsel of love," so that peace, lov

and union may be planted and restored, hut whosoever is not
willing to deny himself, as it should be indeed, and can not or
will not, out of love, obey this our loving counsel, then we can
not consider him otherwise but as such "who *t died
(to sin), and is not yet risen with Christ in "life, a:
that he seeks r the things temporal t ernal; ore tl

things on earth than tl in heaven; more the things that pass
away than that i in, and that he is in it danger
to lose the everlasting treasure.

Article 2. Inasmuch as many of our children and young peo-
ple fall into a coarse life, and a great .occasion of it seems to be
a want that there is not sufficient diligence used in instructing
the children according to the word of the Lord given by Mbse
in Dent. 6: 7, where we read: "And thou shalt teach them (the:

words which I command thee this day) diligently unto thy chil-

dren, and shalt talk of them wdien thou sittest in thy house, and
when thou wal.kest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up" ; and also the apostle Paul says (Eph. 6: 4),
that parents should "bring them (their children) up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord."

Tt is opinion (and advice) that there should be used more dil-
igence to instruct our dear youth and children in the word of
truth to their salvation, and that it is the special duty of the dear
parents, as well as of the pastors and teachers, to be engaged
herein, inasmuch as the, apostle teaches, "Feed the flock God
which is among you, taking the oversight thereof." (1 Pet 5: 2.)

inasmuch as the children of the faithful belong to the flock of
C lirist, just as naturally as the lambs belong to the flock of sheep;

d inasmuch as the word can be brought nearer to the hearts
of children in a simple conversation or catechisation, or however
it may be called, than otherwise in a long sermon, so that they



1789] the Church of the Brethren 13

apprehend the word of divine truth, believe in Jesus Christ, and

accept his doctrine and commandments, and walk therein to their

eternal sahwtioi—hence we admonish in heartfelt and humble

love all our in God much beloved fellow members, dear fathers

and mothers of families, as also pastors and teachers, our in God
much loved fellow laborers, in the dear and worthy name of our

Lord Jesus Christ, who has given himself unto death for us, that

we should die to ourselves, and live to him forever, that they

would use all possible diligence that our dear youth might be pro-

voked to love God, and to appreciate his word from their child-

hood. Do not spare any labor and toil to convince them by our

teaching and by our life, not after the manner which is almost too

common nowadays, where the young are made to learn something

by heart, and then to rehearse it in a light, thoughtless manner,

and then are permitted to go on in a life as thoughtless as be-

fore—but that they may give themselves up to God in an ear-

nest life. The great Re-warder of all good will undoubtedly re-

munerate you; for those that have done right shall live forever,

and the Lord is their reward, and the Most High provides for

them; and they will receive a glorious kingdom and a beautiful

crown from the hand of the Lord. Sap. 17: 17.

Article 3. Further it has been discussed, and unanimously

deemed good and evangelical, that all brethren, in all places, should

shun all worldly offices, so as not to serve in any of them, pro-

vided it is possible to be relieved from them—such as supervisor,

overseer of the poor, collector, constable, assessor, or also jurymen,

etc. Yet it is considered, with some difference, such as supervisor

or overseer of the poor might be served, perhaps, with least ob-

jection; provided there is no suing, or something else contrary

to the word of the Lord. If a brother should be elected to one

of these offices contrary to his will, then only that what he would

have to dp contrary to the Gospel should be rebuked in love and

compassion, according to the word of the Lord.

Article 4. Concerning marriages of near relations, especially

cousins,

Was unanimously considered, and deemed good that such

marriages should not at all be, and that parents should warn their

children earnestly in this respect, so that offense and scandal

might be prevented, which has been so often occasioned by it,

and that our dear youth may not in ignorance be led into some-
thing, where, perhaps, afterward their thoughts might be accusing

one another about those things which can not be altered any more,

and therefore should be well considered previously in the fear

of God.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1790.

Coventry, Pa.

Article 1. Unanimously concluded, that we desire and pray
that the beloved brother, Valentine P., would desist from his

strange notion, because he has renounced with us before God,
angels, and men, all things that are contrary to the wholesome
doctrine, and we believe and confess that Christ has forbidden to
his followers the swearing of oaths and partaking of war. Hence
we must keep to his word and truth, and withdraw ourselves
from every brother that returns again to swearing and war. It

is impossible for us to break the bread of communion with such
a brother, who pretends the higher powers were requiring such
of him. For they can not compel us, if they would, because we
are to obey God rather than men. But now, thanks to God, we
have such a government that will not require of us what is

against our conscience. But should there be any among us hav-
ing such a conscience as to be able to fight and swear oaths,

such a one would not be of us; neither would we break the bread
of communion with a minister that would baptize backward,
contrary to our faith.

Article 2. At a (large and) numerous meeting of brethren
on the Schuylkill, at (the place of) Bro. John Bach, May 22, 1790,

the following was unanimously concluded by the brethren, viz.:

We wish and desire that the dear brother, V. P., would desist

from his strange notion, because he has renounced with us before
God, angels, and men every thing which is contrary to whole-
some doctrine, and we believe and profess that Christ has pro-

hibited to his followers the swearing of oaths and the partaking
in war. Hence we must hold fast to his truth and word, and with-

draw ourselves from every such brother who will justify swear-
ing of oaths and warfare. It is impossible for us to break the

bread of communion with such a brother, eA7en if he would al-

lege that the powers that be require us to do so. For our rulers

could not do it, if they would, because we must obey God more
than men. But now, thanks be to God, we have such a government
that will not require of us such contrary to (the dictates of) our
conscience. But if there should be some one among us that

had such a conscience, that he could fight and swear oaths, such
a one would not be of us.

Likewise, we could not break the bread of communion with
a ministering brother who would, contrary to our views, bap-
tize backward.



1793] the Church of the Brethren 15

Signed in the great meeting, in the name and with the con-

sent of all the assembled brethren.

George Preiss, Martin Meyer, Michael Frantz, Daniel Bol-

linger, John Landes, Christian Lawshe, Justus Fuchs, Martin Gaby,

Peter Keyser, Sander Mack, Nathaniel Schreiber, David Kuntze,

Martin Urner, Peter Leibert, Jacob Boeshor, Jacob Danner, Abra-

ham Lawshe.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1793.

Great Conewago, Pa.

Article 1. Inasmuch as God has commanded his ancient peo-

ple Israel, by Moses, and said, "There shall be no beggar among

you (German translation'), for the Lord shall greatly bless thee in

the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance

to possess it," etc. Dent. 15: 4. And says further, "If there be

among you a poor man of thy brethren within any of thy gates

in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not

harden thy heart, nor shut thy hand from thy poor brother; but

thou shalt open thy hand wide unto him, and shall surely lend

him sufficient for his need in that which he wanteth." And says

again, "Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart,

saying," etc. "Thou shalt freely give him, and thy heart shall

not be grieved when thou givest unto him; because that for this

thing the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and

in all thou puttest thy hand unto." And again says, "For the

poor shall never cease out of the land; therefore I command thee,

saying, Thou shalt open thy hand wide unto thy brother, to thy

poor, and to thy needy in thy land," etc. Dent. 15: 7-11. And the

apostle James says, " Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not

God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the

kingdom," etc. James 2: 5. And inasmuch it has happened by

bad people, that such as were actually poor have been robbed

of their gifts by men going about and pretending to be brethren,

have asked assistance, which they have afterward spent in taverns

by drinking and gambling; now, in order to prevent such decep-

tion, some years ago, at a large meeting in Conestoga,

It was resolved unanimously that no member should go from
church to church, or from house to house, to collect alms, -etc.

And inasmuch as members have been imposed upon since in a

deceitful manner, therefore we have concluded again in this pres-

ent great meeting unanimously, that hereafter no member shall

be allowed to go himself to another church; but if there should
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be found a member in want or distress, the overseer in the churchwhere such member lives is to hold counsel with the church in
order to see whether they would relieve the want, and if so it
should not go any iurther; but if not, then the overseer with the
counsel of the church, should send a letter to the adjoining church
with a brother of his church, and if there the want can be relieved
!t sl

}?
11 So no further; but if the want be not redressed then ac-

cording to the finding of that church, it should be proceeded in
the same manner from that to the next church, until relief is
obtained; so that our loving brethren and members, who accord-
in - to ™ doctrine of Paul, are willing to do good unto all men
especially unto them who are of the household of faith (Gal 6'
IU), may no longer be imposed upon in such a deceitful manner.

;
h
^ is not to be understood that we should not do good, also,

to those poor without the church, etc.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1794.

Shenandoah, Va.

Article 1. Concerning the ban.

We would very readily deny ourselves so much for our breth-
**?ns sakc

/
so as to drop the Jewish word "ban." But the or-dinance of the Lord Jesus and his holy apostles we can not giveup even tor our brethren's sake, namely: "If any man that iscalled a brother is a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater

railer or a drunkard or an extortioner: with such a one no
^> eat. 1 Cor, 5: 11 : we see clearly that Paul domean only the eating in (the Lord's) Supper, but all eating (in facompany). This is shown in the foregoing verse very plainly

world" otf
S,

0^
et n0t alt°^er with the fornicators of thus'

l?twi f
0t

^
crwl^ J?

might eat the bread of communion
with the fornicators ot this world, which certainly he can nothave meant at all.

- c

Article 2. We hear that there arises a strange doctrine, or
rather opinion, among the brethren in Carolina, and that some
brethren are grieved about this matter, because some believe
say, and teach the following, viz.:

*• That thcre js no other heaven but that in man.
2. That there is no other hell but that in man.
3

*

.

Th
_!

t God has no form or shape: and if a person would
worship God, and would conceive in his mind God as in the hu-man form; would imagine or believe that God had an appearance
like a man, such person would do the same as one who would wor-
ship a horse or any other beast.

4. That God has no anger, and would punish no person on
account of his sins.

or a
O not

not
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5. That the dead rise not; for out of the grave nothing would
come forth.

6. That they will have nothing to do with the ban (or ex-
communication.)

For this cause ome br< m desire to hear the views or
minds of the brethren (in general council), and therefore we in-

form the loving brethren, that

t

The view or doctrine of the old brethren is, that we are to
believe as the Scripture has said. For Christ says, " He that be-
lieveth on me, as the Scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water." John 7: 38. Further he says, ''The Scrip-
tures can not be broken." John 10: 35.^ Again, we see that Christ
in His whole life has looked upon the Scriptures, and has fulfilled
them in all things. For when they came, and Peter struck with
the sword, the Lord said, " Put Up again thy sword into his place,
for all they that take the rd shall perish by the sword. Thick-
est thou that I can not now pray to my Father, and he shall pres-
ently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then
shall the Scripture be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" Matt 26:
50-54.

Nov/, to come to the before-mentioned points or proposi-
tions, our dear brethren will not think hard of us beca we be-
lieve as it is

J
written, and believe also with David, that the word

of the Lord is well refined, and a true doctrii nd that we also
believe with Paul, that it is our duty to bring into captivity every
thought (all reason, says the German) to the obedience of' Christ,
etc.

1. Now, to come to the word about heaven. Says Moses
(Gen. 1: 1), 'In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth; and .the earth was without form, and void." Then no man
was created yet, and Moses calls something heaven, that is not
in man. And (Acts 1:9) if we read, " And when he had spoken
these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud re-
ceived him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly
toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in
white apparel, which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven." Here we see that there is a heaven up on hiffh

2. "That there be no other hell but that in man." We read
(Luke 15: 22, ff) about the rich man, that he died and that he also
was buried. Now, it is without contradiction that when he died
his soul and spirit had departed from the body, and had found,
it seems, according to the word, the hell in which he suffered tor-
ments. So we think it would be well for us, if we would on this
point or word Mrell' apply the doctrine of Paul, not to dispute
about words; for we can notice in Holy Writ that the word hell
is used for different things. But we believe, as it is written, that
there is a Jake of fire or place of torment, in many places men-
tioned, which, according to the word, is outside of man, as we
read plainly (Matt. 25: 41) where Christ says, "Depart from me,

2
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ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his

angels." Here we see clearly that the lake of lire is not in man,
because men are sent into the lake of lire, and it says not that

the lire should go into the men.
3. "That God has no shape or form; and if a person would

worship God, and would conceive in his mind and believe God hav-

ing a form like a man, such a person would do the same as if he

worshiped a horse or any other beast." This, it seems to us,

is speaking very derogatory of God, or against God, though we
believe, also, from the heart that God is a Spirit, as Christ him-
self says, and that the true worshipers worship him in spirit and
in truth. E>ut not at all contrary to this says John, " In the be-

ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the

Word was God." And further on, "And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory," etc. Here
God has put on a visible form. Now, to be sure, in his worship
man should not imagine a form or likeness of God; but if it should

happen that a person or disciple would, in his worship in sim-

plicity and sincerity toward God, look to God in the person or ap-

pearance of Christ, we consider it far less culpable than for a man
to worship a horse or some other beast, and deem this a very un-

becoming expression.
4. " That God has no anger, and punishes no person for his

sins." Now, we believe also with John, "that God is love; and
that he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him "

;

and that God is not angry like an unconverted man, but that pe-

nal judgments proceed from love to the human family. Yet not-

withstanding the holy Scriptures or the men of God in Holy Writ
call God's judgment God's wrath, as Psalm 90: 11, "Who knoweth
the power of thine anger? Even according to thy fear, so is thy
wrath." Again, John the Baptist says (John 3: 36), "He that.

believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth

not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on
him." And that the Lord would punish no man for his sin, we
deem to be an error. Christ says himself, " Suppose ye that these
Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans, because they suf-

fered such things? I tell you, nay; but except ye repent, ye shall

all likewise perish." Luke 13: 2, 3.

5. "That the dead rise not, for out of the grave nothing would
come forth." We believe as Christ says (John 5: 28), "The hour
is coming in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,

and shall come forth," etc, So we read (Matt 27: 51, 52), "The
earth did quake, and the rocks rent, and the graves were opened,
and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out
of the graves," etc.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1797.

Blackwater, Va.

Article 1. It was considered good, and also concluded
unanimously, that no brother or sister should have negroes as
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slaves; and in case a brother or sister had such, he (or she) has
to set them tree. And in case a person is drawn by the grace of

God, who has negroes, and desires to be received into the church,

then it is to be laid before him (or her) before being receded by
baptism into the church, that it is the brotherly and united coun-

sel that brethren and members having negroes for slaves, and
thinking that they could not at once emancipate them, may hold
them so long as the nearest church may deem that they had earned
the money, and then, according to the counsel of the church, to

let their slaves go out free, with a good suit of wearing apparel

(frei kleid) as is given to a white serve. And if they (the slaves)

have children, they shall stay with the brother as servants until

they are twenty-five years old; he is to have them taught reading

and writing, and bring them up in the fear of the Lord, and when
they enter upon their (26) twenty- sixth year, to let them go out

free with a good suit of clothing (frei kleid). Further it is con-

sidered, if a brother, contrary to this conclusion, would purchase.

negroes, and would not emancipate them, he would have to be

considered as disobedient, and we could have no fellowship with

him until he sets them free.

Article 2. It was in union concluded, that if a brother or sis-

ter should commit a fault or sin, that were not between brother

and brother, but open before the world, then the church is to ex-

amine, and if the fault is not so criminal that the church is com-
pelled to cut him off entirely, according to the word of the Lord,

and the failing member acknowledges and repents for his sin,

such should make a public acknowledgment in presence of be-

lievers and unbelievers. But if he should harden his heart, and
would not be obedient to the counsel of the church, then the mem-
bers could not have fellowship with him until such time he be-

comes willing to acknowledge and to obey, and then the whole church
should heartily pardon and forgive him, in the name of the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. (See also '''Acknowledgments.")

Art. 3. It was in union concluded, that the holy kiss and the

kiss of charity should not be neglected, since in some places it

is almost entirely omitted; but according to the words of the

apostles, we should prove ourselves on all occasions as disciples

of Jesus, and be steadfast in brotherly love; and notwithstanding

all disgrace, we should not be ashamed of the word and following

of Christ.

Art. 4. From James 5: 14, etc., the brethren testified unani-

mously, "That the sick who desire and call for it should be anoint-

ed, according to the word of the holy apostle, in the name of the
Lord."
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Art. 5. The case was presented of married people separating

from one another, and then the one party marrying again,

thus committing adultery. Aft< rds the other party also mar-

ries again, and then the latter comes to the church and desires

to be receive aptism as a member in the church,

Considered, that if the church was agreed, and the applicant

should heartily repent, confess, and acknowl j'e the faulty (and es-

pecially if the first companion would be dead by this time), we
might "include such person within the (bounds of the) mercy and
merits of Jesus, and receive as a member by baptism.

Art. 6. At the yearly meeting on Blac iter, Va., in 1797,

u
It was concluded in union that when a brother or sister

should commit a fault which was not between brother and broth-

er, but public before the world, the church is to. investigate the

case, and if the fault was not so criminal as to compel the church to

cut him off entirely, according to the word of the Lord, and the

failing member sec. it and is sorry for his sin, then he should

make a public acknowledgment in the presence of the believers

and the unbelieving. But if he should harden his heart, and would
t obey the c el of the church, then members could not have

communion with such until the time when he becomes willing to

acknowledge and to obey."

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1798.

Little Conewago, Pa.

Article 1. It has been made known to us that last fall, at the

great council meeting of the Brethren in Virginia, there wa ome

discussion on account of the different views of the brethren, es-

pecially those in Carolina, where a brother minister, by name

John H., has defended himself in the name of his whole church

before many brethren in public, and brought to light many of his

own sentiments, in so far that the brethren who still hold fast to

the word of truth, according to their best knowledge, could

not break the bread of con ion with said John H.; would, ho

ever, in such serious circumstances, not lightly make a full con-

clusion without hearing first, also, the mind of their beloved old,

and by many temptations, established brethren; hence this is to

inform our dear brethren in North Carolina that the case has been

presented to the brethren by those brethren who have seen John

H. himself, and have heard from him many of his what can scarce-
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ly be called doctrines, but rather perverse apprehensions of Holy
Writ, and h [uite unanimously

Concluded that we can not hold said John H., and all who
are of his mind, as bi tiren as long as they do not acknowledge

doctrine of Jesus and his apostles as a true doctrine sent from
' to sal i

'ii, and publicly confess, according to which doc-
trine are all the spirits and powers operating in us,

rily must; for we .believe and confess, with David,
that the word of the I is a true doctrine, and well refined;
therefore Ave can not acknowledge such as our brethren any more

y contradict the Holy Scriptures in many points. Vlu-
we, the under cl brethren, confess and testify to hold them
as other people out of the church as long as they do not seek
and keep house according to the Scripture.

Signed by the brethren.

P. S.— (Copy.) This is to certify that I heard John H. say in his

preachin tiat it aid be no more sin to him to get upon the
of the barn that he was in, and preaching in, and swear and

bla me all the new-fo oaths and curses, than to pray to God
to forgive him his sins, or to bless him in any respect; and he
said he had not ich a God that required the prayers of

human creatures to forgive them their sins, or to bless them in

any manner, these seven years, nor never would. These are the
words I heard, as near as I can remember.

Per me, Samuel Van Ettcn,
Johannes Keller.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1799.

Pipe Creek, Md.

Article 1. Where there has existed for a long time a great

difficulty between Bra. C. L. and Bro. J. Z., the overseers of

church; and whereas, there have been expressed very

grave accusations and hard sayings by C. L. against some breth-

ren*, who shall be named hereafter, it has come to pass that Bro.

C. L. has selected six brethren, and J. Z. has also selected six

brethren, and they (both) have agreed to obey or submit to the

advice or united counsel of those brethren, to which also the mem-
bers (of the church) have consented. So we have assembled our-

:es, we trust, in the fear of the Lord, and with a fervent prayer

to God that he would bless our hi with wisdom and under-

standing, in order to be enabled to counsel our dear brethren wise-

and to come to conclusions evangelical, or according to the

doctrine of the gospel. And after having heard the complaints

and accusations (of both sides), we have become entirely agreed,

and believe all that Bro. L. has done grossly wrong against Bro.
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Z., and also against brethren A. M. and M. U.'s transactions, and

against J. L. and J. St., and whatsoever else might have been

done (of the same nature).

Further, we believe also that wrong has been committed by

J, Z. against L., but not so grossly as Bro. L. has done. Hence

it is our unanimous conclusion, that when C. L. believes in his

heart and cordially makes acknowledgment before this present

brotherly and member-meeting, and also before (his own)

meeting, and asks for pardon, and also makes heartfelt confession

for the suspicious (and offensive) expressions against the old

brethren, and against L. St., then we will, and it is hoped the

members will, bear with him in patience, and he may continue to

serve as overseer in W. church. And what concerns Z., we have

agreed, that when he makes acknowledgment before the members

that he has also done Wrong, and asks pardon, he shall also serve

as overseer with L-, yet so that in important matters, such as

baptism, breaking of bread, receiving and excluding (members),

he should not go on without L.'s knowledge and consent; but

with regard to holding meetings, attending funerals, and sol-

emnizing marriages, he shall have equal liberty with Bro. L. Now,

whoever of them will not submit to this above stated counsel

and conclusion shall stand still in his office, until he is willing to

accept it, and when it is accepted of both, there shall be here-

after no more heard of those things which are past.

Unanimously concluded by us, the subscribers: Martin Urner,

Martin Gaby, Henry Banner, Peter Lcibert, Jacob Banner, Philip

Engler, Michael Pfoutz, Martin Garber, Daniel Utz, Philip Levy,

Valentine Pressel, Stephen Ulrich.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 18

Place Unknown.

Article 1. (On account of brethren in Carolina.) Tt has been

made known to us that the brethren in Carolina desire to be in-

formed more plainly concerning the conclusion made at the big

meeting on Little Conewago, May 26, 1798, where it was con-

cluded in union about Brother John H., and all who are of his

mind, that we could have no fellowship with him (and them) as

long as they persisted in their erroneous doctrine contrary to

Holy Scripture. And since it is requested to inform them why and

for what cause it was done, wre should specify by name the causes
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»

for which we can have no more fellowship with John H. and his

sympathizers—this is to further inform them that

The chief causes were already mentioned in a letter from the
big meeting held on Shenandoah, Virginia, October 20, 1794, as
follows, viz.: that there arises a strange doctrine, or rather opin-
ion, among the brethren in Carolina, and that other brethren are
grieved by the same. (The six points are given in Minutes of

1794.) These six chief points have been specified in the above-
mentioned letter of the big meeting, with the answer, as the old
brethren have given their views and doctrine in refutation, which
letter, as we presume, has been sent to the brethren in Carolina,

and they are all desired to read the same at pleasure. Then again,

at the big meeting which was held on Little Conewago, May 26,

1798, the same case was once more viewed by the old brethren,
and also the Germantown brethren have sent their opinion by let-

ter from Brother Sander Mack, wherein it is sorrowfully lamented
that among the little flock of the Taufs-Gcsinute in America there
should arise men who deny the resurrection of the dead, and that
among brothers and sisters some had to have the misfortune to

have their eyes smeared by that old, moldy, and horribly stink-

ing leaven of the Sadducces. And in addition a written testimony
has come to hand about John H., that he should have said in his
preaching, which two truthful men have heard him say it, and
have testified to it. (See postscript, Minutes of 1798.)

Behold, much beloved brethren, in view of all the un scrip-
tural doctrines and expressions, we have been moved (compelled)
to exclude from the fellowship and membership of the Lord Jesus
at that big meeting of May 26th, said John LL, and all that are
in union with him in such views, and we confirm again that con-
clusion unanimously in our great meeting of the brethren today,
renouncing all fellowship with each and all such persons as hold
such doctrines and views as are stated above, until they acknowl-
edge their error and repent. Still, we look upon this case with
sadness and heartfelt grief, and wish them (grace) of God in

Christ Jesus, whose mercy enclureth forever, that they may ear-
nestly reflect and consider what may make for their peace and
everlasting salvation while yet it is the accepted time and the day
of salvation. This we desire from the bottom of our hearts, that
the good God, through the tender mercy of Jesus Christ, would
give and bestow to them and us for his merciful love's sake. Amen.
So much from us, the undersigned brethren, assembled with one
accord, and delivered into the hands of our loving brethren, who
also, in words, will make it known to you in the name of the
whole fraternity.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1803.

Place Unknown.

Our cordial and united .greeting of love to all our beloved

brethren and members of the W church. We wish much
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grace, mercy, and blessing from God, the Father of our Lord and
Savior J Christ, to all our fellow-members united with us in

love and faith, as also especially to our dear brethren, C. L. and

J. Z. It is our heart's desire that the good "God ' lid make
all faithful laborers in his vineyard; for all that were hired by that

householder were hired to labor in his vineyard, to which we wish
you all much grace, blessing, and salvation from God. The cause of

our present writing is this: Since we, or some of us, have been
informed by our dear br< r, Martin Gaby, who, on his journey
to us, pa I through W ;-,a

-

o:\ there,

that Bro. C. L., since the big meeting, has only be :i few times

at meeting, and n for a cons-id le time has not come any
more at all to me t some brethren feel oppressed in

their minds on account of the word or expression which is found
in that conclusion made at that big meeting, viz.: "That Bro. J. Z.

should not go on with baptism, breaking of bread, receiving and
excluding, without L/s knowledge and consent'

1'; tic iupon we,

the undersigned brethren, hav the are

of one mind on it, and the same as il it that time (thrt

years before), and is in part also expressed in said conclusion,

though briefly, that we all considered that Bro. L. had done wrong
grossly, and if he would believe it from the heart, and confess and
make acknowledgment, we, and hoping the members, would bear
with him in patience, and then he should serve as overseer in

W . amj thus should Bra Z., in such important matters,

not go on without his knowledge and consent. But if Bro. C. L.

withdraws from the service, or from the duty of his office, con-
trary to the doctrine of the apostle, when he says, " If any one has
an office, let him attend to the same," (German translation, Rom.
12: 7), if, now, Bro. L. withdraws himself from the service of the
church as overseer, so as not to attend the meetings, then he de-
prives himself of this honor, that Bro. Z. can not counsel with
him, if he (Bro. L) does not attend meetings according to his duty.

So it is our unanimous mind, that on this account Bro. Z. should
not be bound or hindered to go on in his office, and faithfully dis-

ch; s, and prove himself a faithful laborer. But if

Bro. L. acknowledges according to said conclusion, and endeavors
to be faithful in his office, then we desire and hope the members
will receive him, and not lay obstacles in hi ay. We mean, on
account of things that are past.

(Signed by most of those who signed the foregoing.)
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1804.

Pipe Creek,

Article 1. Whether it should or would be allowed to a broth-

er or sister to keep public tavern by or with a license; it was
unanimously

Considered that it could not be allowed, because we are con-
vinced that it : not be done without disorder, and is rather a

hindrance to a godly life and quietness of spirit. It has been
deemed good in union, that if a brother or sister should under-
take to keep tavern, they should be visited in friendship, and in

love and seriousness, and in the name of the church be dissuaded
and warned from it, and shown unto them what disorder and harm
is likel3r to result thereof. Further it was concluded, that if a

brother or sister would not hear, accept, or obey such counsel
and admonition, then we would have to consider such as diso-
bedient, and could not have fellowship with them. Yet the sis-

ters, who are bound in such matter by the urging of their hus-
bands, and would gladly be relieved from it, but can not without
the consent of their husbands, they should be held less guilty.

Art. 2. Further it has been unanimously

Concluded, that no br r or sister should be engaged, by
or with a permit, to sell strong drink, wine, or ardent spirits, by
the quart or larger quantity, because it is feared that disorder
and harm will arise thereby. Therefore all members who are en-
gaged therein should be earnestly and faithfully exhorted in love
and long-suffering to ; in from it, in order "'that such example
may not lead our youth and offspring into licentiousness and scan-
dal. But if one or the other should not heed this counsel of love
and admonition, and not hear the church, we could not look upon
such act otherwise than as being disobedient according to an "im-
partial judgment.

Art. 3. It was concluded, in concord and union, that min-
isters should be uniform in solemnizing marriage according to

the law of our country, by publishing the bans of every couple
three times, and this in the section where they live or reside, as

near as possible, so that if there were any sufficient cause or im-
pediment of such intended marriage, it might be brought to light,

and all things be conducted decently and in order.

Art. 4. About such brethren who so easily and heedlessly

involve themselves in debts, and do not seek counsel, until they do
not know any more how to counsel or help themselves; then they

want at last counsel, when they desire and need help.

It has unanimously been deemed good, that every church
where such brethren live should endeavor diligently to instruct
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such brethren also in temporal or bodily things, that they should
act considerately, and make no more debts than they can pay;
and when at times their circumstances should be such that they
could not see through, they should seek counsel of prudent breth-
ren, and even the whole church is in duty bound to give counsel
when requested; and if the counsel of the church should not be
sufficient, it is also her duty to assist as far as possible in a case of
necessity. At the same time such should be informed that if they
would not receive good counsel they should not expect or hope
that the church would feel bound or willing to assist much.

Art. 5. Whether upon request a brother might be ordained
as a bishop, who shaves off his beard;

Tt was considered, that inasmuch as God made man with a
beard, and again God commanded his people in the law not to cut
off the beard; and it was especially required of the priests of God
not to mar the corners of the beard; and also Christ, our Master
and precursor, together with his disciples, has left us an example
herein, in consideration of these and other Scriptures and ex-
amples, it (the ordination) could not readily be done in a sound
faith, and with an unoffended conscience.

Art. 6. What is to be done with brethren who join the Free-
masons? Though we are not sufficiently acquainted with this

(secret) association to judge in the case, still there are revealed
many trifling things, frivolities, and unfruitful works, so that it is

considered highly improper for brethren to be members in their

association, or to have fellowship with their works; therefore

It has been unanimously concluded that in case there are breth-
ren defiled therewith, they should be admonished in heartfelt love,
and informed that if they wanted to be (remain) in fellowship
with these (masonic) brethren, we could not have fellowship with
them; and if after such admonition they would not hear or re-
ceive counsel, we would have to avoid them, and could have no
fellowship with them. Rut if one were contaminated with this,
and would repent from the heart (and renounce all further fel-
lowship with that association) in faith and hope, he might be re-
ceived again in the name of Jesus Christ.

Art. 7. About persons who are among the English Baptists,
and have been baptized b}^ them, and come now and desire to be
admitted (in our church); whether they ought to be baptized
again, according to the true order of baptism, or if they should
prefer it, whether we would receive them without being baptized
again? In consideration of the Scripture, and especially because
the Lord said to Moses, " Look that thou make them after their
pattern, which was showed thee in the mount" (Ex. 25: 40),

It has been concluded, with one accord, that when such come
to us we should give them in all things good instruction according
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to the gospel—yea, according to the Scriptures; and when they
believe, and are willing to obey from the heart that form of doc-
trine according to the counsel of God, they ought to be baptized
in the proper order, because there have occurred different exam-
ples that heretofore persons had been received by the brethren who
thought then they could be satisfied with their single backward im-
mersion, 'but afterward they were more enlightened have deemed
their baptism as imperfect, and to put their conscience at rest,

they requested and had to be baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by a trine immersion.

Art. 8. Concerning buying lottery-tickets with a hope of

gain,

It was unanimously concluded that such can not be approved
in members, and parents should by all means prevent their chil-

dren from it, because it can not be viewed any better than other
gambling for gain.

Art. 9. Concerning the evil which grieves God and angels

in heaven, and also the faithful souls on earth, namely, the new
fashions which are in vogue in the world, and also here and there

are believers who gratify too much the lust of the eye (Num. IS:

39), and conforming therein themselves to the world; and es-

pecially our youth is corrupting itself herein so much that the

Lord has almost cause to complain that all flesh has corrupted

its way; therefore

It has been unanimously deemed good that the bishops and
ministers, as also all fathers and mothers of families, should use
all diligence to counteract such things that they might spread
no further, but rather be put out of the way; especially when per-
sons desire to be received (in the church) it should be laid before
them, that such things are contrary to the wholesome doctrine,
and that it is their duty to deny themselves; and when they are
willing to lay them aside, then they may be baptized in hope,
that they will permit themselves to be further instructed, etc.

Art. 10. Our cordial and united greeting of love to our be-

loved brethren, especially to Brothers C. L. and J. Z., and also

to Brothers Jacob H. and John G. We desire and wish you all

tli at may tend to the glory of God; to the salvation of souls, and
in the edification of the church. Inasmuch as it appears that Bro.

C. L. assumes more authority in the service of the church than

it pleases us and the church, and Brother J. Z. has given mc>re

out of his hands than is pleasing to us and the church, so that

it causes pressure and offense; therefore

It is our loving counsel to you that you should keep house-
in the service of the church in union and control, so that Brother
C. L. should make the commencement in meeting (preparatory)
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prayer, and then It is all the same who is speaking first; and
when the meeting is to be brought to a close, then the beloved broth-
er, John Z., is to make the conclusion. At the next meeting the lov-

brother, J. Z., is to make the beginning, and it is immaterial
who may speak first; and when the nn to be closed, the
loving brother, C. L., shall conclude; and In important
matters Brother Z. LOtlld do nothing without -counseling
Brother L.; and so likewise should Brother L. do nothing with-
out counseling with Brother Z., so that union is preseiwed. But

ho will not keep house thus and give satisfaction to the
c hu r ch , an d w ill not ac c ep t the a \ 1 i c coun s e 1 o f I ov e o f the be-
loved old brethren, such should be silent, and can not serve the
church in his office. irther, if a person desires to be baptized,

1 makes known a preference by which brother he would like

to be baptized, then that brother, with the counsel of the church,
is to satisfy the candidate and forward him. With these lines we

re given nothing new, but adhere to the si which has
:n laid down already six years ago by the beloved brethren. We

have further to notice, that there were very rude expressi
made by brother L., saying that there is gone forth a spirit of
Satan, and rules in the- church, and of this J. Z. is the head, etc.;

and even the chi has be npared to the reb is com-
pany of Korah. Such should be acknowledged and recalled by all

means.

' ANNUAL MEETING OF 1805

Place unknown.

Article 1. Concerning those who are in avoidance. Since

some think that we may or should not even givQ them the hand,

whole others would feel disposed at times to offer them the hand
as a token that we would willingly assist them to be released and
reconciled again,

The unanimous conclusion was, that we should be of one
mind, and follow the same rule in housekeeping, and it wa
laid down, that it might be best to offer them in that view the
hand, but to have no dealings with them nor any familiar inter-
course until a reformation takes place in them.

Art. 2. Further, it has been considered, that when there

is made a conclusion at the big yearly meeting-, and there are

members who would not heed, nor conduct themselves accordingly,

It has been concluded unitedly, that when such persons can
not convince the church by evidence from Holy Scripture, and
would or did rise up against said church conclusion, would not hear
or obey at all, in such case we could not well do otherwise, but
after sufficiently and friendly admonition, to set them back from
the breaking of bread until they learn to do better and become
obedient.
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Art. 3. Concerning praying (the Lord's Prayer) " Our Fa-

ther," since some do not make the same expressions as given

by the Evangelists from the mouth of Jesus,

Tt was considered, that we should use the expressions accord-
ing -to the pattern of the doctrine of Jesus, our Master, and at

the same time contemplate the meaning contained in these words,
so that avc may pray with the spirit and understanding of the heart,

according to the mind of Christ, and in truth.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1810.

Antietam, Pa.

Article 1. About brethren who intend selling bonds,

It was considered, that it should not be done without the
counsel of the church.

Art. 2. Concerning brethren who use the law for collecting

debts,

It was considered, that it is unbecoming for brethren to do
SO, that it can not be permitted, and if they should do such a

disallowed thing, they are to be left over to the counsel of the
church.

Art. 3. Concerning when brethren or members get at variance

or in difficulty with one another.

No one is allowed to refuse to the other the kiss for himself,
without counsel of the church, unless there had been commit
an obvious crime.

Art. 4. Concerning when a member has been put back from
the communion, and some from kindness or relationship contin-

ue to salute such with the holy kiss, before they are received again

by the church,

It was considered as a fault, and should be by no means.

Art. 5. Concerning working on Sundays.

Inasmuch as there are some members who are so easily
brought to work on Sundays, it has been considered thus, that
it should not be by any means, except in cases of necessity, for
it is a transgression of the law of God, and that of our rulers.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1812.

Place unknown.

Article 1. In case a brother or sister should desire in. their

sickness to be anointed,

It might be administered to them, provided they would not
seek further help from an earthly physician; and if it should so
be that the Lord would raise them again to health, and they should
fall sick again, and think the Lord would call them away, and they
ask again to be anointed, We would have no right from the word
of God to refuse them, and it should be left to those brethren's
wisdom who are called to do as the anointing will teach them.
(1 John 2: 20.)

Art. 2. Concerning feet-washing, inasmuch as it has happened
sometimes that members are permitted to have their feet washed
by other denominations, who also practice feet-washing at their

breaking of bread, yet not quite according to the word as we
can understand it.

It is considered advisable that it should not be proper to take
part in such imperfect exercises, etc.

Art. 3. Concerning a woman whose husband is dead; and
having several children and no property, and her hands too weak
to provide for them;

It was considered that the church should provide for her,
and at the proper time to put out the children in good places, and
to good people, and thus supply their wants.

Art. 4. Concerning a woman who was deserted by her hus-
band; and being informed that he was dead, married again; when
afterward her first husband made his appearance again, he showed
no concern about her, and went away again; and now lie is said

again to be dead, and she makes application to be received in-

to the church.

Considered, that this can not be clone according to the word
of God, before there is sure evidence that the first husband is

dead, and then upon sincere repentance and acknowledgment
she might be received.

Art 5. Concerning the slave trade and slaveholding;

It was considered that it is a most grievous evil, and should
e abolished as soon as possible.

Art. 6. Concerning brethren who are sometimes prevailed
upon to serve in the office of constable,
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It was considered that a follower of Jesus could not serve

in such office; and if a brother should accept of it, take the oath
of office, and serve in it, or by some person else as his substitute,

such a brother would exclude himself from the breaking of bread,

holy kiss, and brotherly council.

Art. 7. Another case was presented of a woman who was de-

serted by her husband, and after being informed that he was dead,

she married again; but the information proved to be untrue; her

first husband made his appearance again, but without calling or

claiming her he went away the second time, and now he is said

again to be dead, and she (the woman) now makes application

to be received into the church.

The brethren decided that it could not be done according to

the word of God, until there is evidence that her first husband

be dead, and then only she might be received upon true repentance

and confession.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1813.

Coventry, Pa.

Article 1. With regard to the slave trade and slave holding,

Tt was unanimously considered that it is wrong, and that it

belongs to the iniquities of Babylon, making merchandise of souls

of men (Rev. 18: 13), and that it is carried on by the spirit of

this world, and is contrary to the good and holy Spirit of God,
by whom all the faithful souls dedicated to God are ruled and
led into all truth, and are to come out, according to the counsel

of God, of Babylon, not touching the unclean thing, that they be

not partakers of her sins, and receive not of her plagues. Hence
it is unanimously and in union considered, that no member,
neither brother nor sister, shall purchase or sell negroes, and
keep none for slaves; members should also, with all diligence,

restrain their children from it as far as it is possible while they
are yet out of the church. Further it was concluded, if there were
members having slaves, or persons who wish to be received into

the church and have slaves, that they might hold them in a proper

way so long as the church near which they live may deem it nec-

essary for the slaves to earn the money they had cost, and then,

with the counsel of the church, they are to be set free, with a

good suit of clothing; and if there are aire who have not bought,

but inherited their negroes, they are to be liberated as soon as

the church considers it right and proper. And if members have
negro children under their care, or even as slaves, they shall bring

them up in an orderly manner, teach them also to read, and keep

them, if males, to the age of twenty-one years, and if females, to

the age of eighteen 3^ears, and then, with the counsel of the church,

emancipate them, with a good suit of wearing apparel. Further

it has been unanimously concluded, that if members having negro
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slaves, will not set them free, and thus oppose themselves to the
order of God and the loving counsel of the old brethren, who are
indeed servants and stewards of God, and even the united counsel
of the whole yearly meeting, then after s :ient i mition they
would have to be held bound (according to the word). We would
have to deny such members the breaking of the bread of commun-
ion, the holy kiss, and the brotherly counsel, yet according to
the word of the apostle Paul, to admonish them as brethren or
sisters.

Art. 2. Further, it has been considered in union concerning
electioneering, viz., giving votes for officers or men for the as-
sembly or Congress, in order to elect them to their several of-
fices.

Inasmuch as the appearance of the times into which we have
come are grievous (it was the time of the war with England), and
inasmuch as party spirit has risen so high in the kingdoms of this
world that men, and even the heads of government are among
themselves at variance, therefore it has been viewed in union, that
it would be much better if no votes were given in at elections
forsuch officers(by the brethren); for so long as- there is such
division of parties^ we make ourselves suspicious and unpropi-
tious on the one side, on whatever side we may vote. Thereby
every one that desires to be defenseless (or non-resistant) may
readily see what might be best (for him to do.) Moreover, is
(not only) our land and (but also) almost all empires engagedm war (in Europe especially); he it was considered to be best
to give in no vote, else we might, perhaps, assist in electing such
that would afterward oppress us with war. To pray diligently
for our government we believe to be our duty, and to call upon the
Lord we think will be most acceptable.

Art. 3. ' It has been also requested of, and counseled by the
old brethren, that the great (annual) meeting should be contin-
ued in the order as it has been heretofore declared and laid down
by the old brethren, viz.: that the ministers and overseers of the
churches, every one in his own district and church, should in good
time lay it before the church, how some should be willing to go
to the big (annual) meeting, and that the church should assist
them, if possible, that some may be able to go, so from all
parts, and if it could be from all churchc may come to
that meeting; and those that will come should endeavor to ar-
rive on Thursday evening so near to the place of meeting as to
be able, to be at the place Friday morning at nine o'clock, that
the business may go on without hindrance."
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ANNUAL MEETING OE 1814.

Pipe Creek, Md.

Article 1. It has been publicly treated at the big meeting
on Pipe Creek, about the lamentable disturbance and dissension

which have arisen some time ago between Bro. C. H. and some
members of this church with him, of one part, and the old minis-

ters and bishop, and especially P. E. and other members, of the

other part. This disturbance and dissension have existed already

several years, and after said old brethren and ministers and over-

seers in said church had made many efforts with the church to settle

the difficulty with the assistance of God, the troublesome affair

has got worse still, so that said old brethren and overseers of

said church had no other prospect but to counsel with other

strange brethren, and have charged the beloved old brother, Hen-
ry Banner, to see to it, that the matter might be settled and put

to rest.

Now the loving brother was concerned about it, according

to his duty, and has, with other strange brethren, paid a visit at

Pipe Creek, and had Bro. C. PI. and his adherents invited to come
to the council meeting. But Bro. C. PI. objected; he could not

come on account of his sore hand, and they came not. To the

loving brother, Henry Banner, to whom as aforesaid was intrusted

this important affair, it was a heavy burden; so he appointed an-

other time, and requested old brethren from afar, and paid with

them another visit at Pipe Creek, especially to Bro. C. H. and

some of his adherents, and invited them again to come to the

(council) meeting. Bro. C. H. again would not consent to come,

and they did not come again, with the objection that it was not

yet the time to settle the matter, and secondly, that they had not

sufficient information about the council meeting, and so they had

not prepared their testimony. Then the dear brethren that had

come from afar, counseled with the loving brother, Banner, that

this case should not remain thus, while there were members suf-

fering under it, and some even had to depart this life under this

pressure and sorrow; under these considerations, and with the ad-

vice of some brethren (of the church probably) they appointed

again another meeting some months hence, and at once wrote and

signed a letter of information to Bro. C. PL, and appointed some
brethren to bring the letter to Bro. C. PL, and to read the same
to him.

When the appointed time of the meeting came near that
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strange brethren should have come, at least twelve, then Bro.

C. H., before the time, went and made reconciliation and settle-

ment with Bro. P. E,, externally with hand and kiss before the

church, so that man}- rejoiced over it, and the meeting and ap-

pointment for the strange brethren was recalled. But that set-

tlement and peace, alas! did not last long, and Bro. C. II., with
his adherents, began again to complain against the church, and
brought, not only new complaints against the church, but raised

also again t lie dispute about the land here and there, and without
counsel and investigation in the church of the new complaints, and
without counsel of other old brethren and bishops, and entirely

contrary to the word of God and to the order of our Chief Shep-
herd and Bishop of his church, and head of his members
caused a division and tore himself with other members from the

church and the members, whom he had brought into confusion
and mistrust against the old brethren and church, with the hard and
suspicious complaints which he and others, against the order of

God, have scattered far and wide; while, with all the invitations

when strange brethren came, the}- never came to this day, in order
to prove them with sufficient testimony, as it is required by the
Holy Scriptures, or God in his word.

He has now, with those members he led astray, formed a

separate congregation, and broke bread with them; not at the

proper time, inasmuch as we are not to keep the feast with the

old leaven, neither with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Bro. C. H., with the

others, have known that he was not in peace with the church, and
especially with the housekeepers, nor they with him; and the Lord
Jesus teaches us in these precious words, " If thou bring thy gift

to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy

way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer

thy gift." Matt. 5: 23, 24. Those whose eyes are anointed can

clearly see that the whole thing is perverse. For the Spirit of

God leads into all truth and union, and "as many as are led by the

Spirit of God, they are the sons (children) of God," and " by this

shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if you have love one

to another."

And not only this, but at said Supper he has introduced strange
exercises, which our clear old brethren have not had, who indeed,

as we believe, walked in the light, and in the pure knowledge of

the truth kept house, and entered, as we hope, into blessed rest.

And as some have heard, there has been drawn a shallow reason
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from Christ's words, to that practice, whereby that practice can

not be established, and it is to be feared that said new practice

is more calculated to cause disturbance, trouble, and division

within, and rejoicing without among other denominations, as if

the old Baptists and Brethren would have now to learn from

them, that they had opened our eyes, and thus seeking persons

who are yet in the twilight, may be confused, thinking the old

brotherhood must not have had the full light, else they would not

begin new practices, and thus this would serve more to scatter

than to gather, and more to the dishonor than to the honor of

God.

Now, since this matter has thus worked from time to time,

as has been briefly related, we, the undersigned, upon the request

of said church, and more for the sake of God, have found it our

duty to take the case in consideration at this occasion, namely,

in said lag meeting; and several brethren have visited Brother

C. IT. and his wife, and others of his members, before the meet-

ing, and have invited him to come with his company and bring

his testimonies to prove Ids heavy complaints or accusations, in

order that those members who might have committed a fault

could be convinced, that there was hope, if they would, that all

could be brought to rest and reconciliation. But he would not

come to lay the case before the big meeting, and said there were

too many judges at the big meeting—it would be better to have

too few judges than too many. However, on the second day he

came to the place of the meeting, and said if the matter was to

be settled the land would have to be altogether measured, and

they would bear the expenses.

But the council of the big meeting considered that with fur-

ther deferring the case could not be improved, and slowly or

never be brought to an end, and the measuring would scarcely

contribute to that end. Yet they shall have perfect liberty to

have the land surveyed, as it has been spoken about. And upon

the whole of said case it has been mutually concluded by the

whole council of the big meeting, inasmuch as Brother G. H. was

never willing to come and bring sufficient testimony to prove

said accusations, we will hear and accept the testimony of Broth-

er P. E., and of all those who were accused, on their good con-

science, in hope and trust as being true, until sufficient testimony

should come, as the Scriptures require; and if sufficient testimony

should come against one or the other, then shall he who is con-

cerned submit to the council of the church, which Bro. P. and the

accused have agreed to and promised before the big meeting.
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Upon this condition we declare the beloved brother, P. E., and
the other accused, as absolved, and intend at this and other occa-

sions to break the bread of communion in confidence and love

with them, and to hold with them in full fellowship, as the gos-

pel of Jesus requires, and we wish them light, grace, and power
from God to hasten forward on the way of peace to the land of

blessed rest. Amen.
Further, it was mutually concluded that the case, as above

stated, is wrong, and contrary to God's order, according to the

example and testimonies of the Old and New Testaments of the

Lord. From these weighty causes, the big meeting concludes that

impartial brethren should be selected, and they should give them-
selves up for God's sake, to pay the church a general visit from
house to house, and before the meeting takes place to visit, also,

Brother C. H., and all those who have cut off themselves with
him, in a friendly manner, and to urge them to take steps toward
peace, concord, and reconciliation with the church and with God,

in as far as mistakes have been made, and all those who should
thus come should be cordially forgiven by the whole church.

But if one or the other would not accept or receive counsel
according to the doctrine of Christ and his apostles, and not ab-

stain from their error, with such we could not break bread, and
would have to deny them the kiss and church council after a long-

suffering and sufficient admonition; and if Brother C. H., with

all his adherents, should oppose themselves, we would have to

hold them, as the Lord Jesus says,
il

If lie shall neglect to hear
the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican."

The whole big meeting-—yea, all members, should be engaged and
prayerful, that God would meet us with his blessing and salta-

tion. Amen. Signed, Samuel Garber, Benjamin Bowman, George
Preiss, Daniel Stober, Nicholas Martin, Jacob Beshor, Samuel
Arnold, Martin Garber, David Pfoutz, John Eby, Christian Long,
John Schleifer, Daniel Long, Daniel Garber, Michael Etter, Hen-
ry Gibbel, Herman Blaser, George Petry, Daniel Arnold, David
Albaugh, John Diel, Jacob Shenefelt, John Price, Isaac Long.

In the year 1814, November 17, the strange brethren have come
again to us on Pipe Greek about the difficulties with C. H. and
his adherents and have visited and admonished them again to

peace, and union, and acknowledgment; and with these lines we
inform our dear members of Pipe Creek church, briefly, how we
found it on our visit to C. H. and the members that have turned
away from the church. What concerns Brother C. H., the visit-

ing brethren have proposed he or they should elect six brethren
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on their part, whom they would, and they should search out their

true testimonies; and the old brethren on Pipe Creek should also

elect six brethren, and prepare their testimonies, and then the

difficulties should be settled, with the help of God, according to

the testimonies.

Brother H. said he would have nothing to do with it, and

that he would have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of

darkness. This was the amount upon the whole, upon which we
told him the conclusion made at the big meeting. Likewise we
have told Brother J. W., upon his insolent and untrue asserva-

tions, said conclusion. The said conclusion is, that if after pa-

tient admonition they would not return to union according to the

truth of Jesus, we must deny to them, according to the gospel, the

communion, in so far as not to break bread with them, and to re-

fuse the kiss and council, until they should become repentant.

We must observe here, that we have not seen any more of Bro.

Benjamin Bowman and Nicholas Martin, after they had visited

their part, and know not whether they have told the conclusion

to any members. As concerning the other members who are with

C. H., it was found different; yet several have declared that they

would not fall away or separate from the old brethren, still they

are halting at several points. We have told some, by hearsay.

and suppositions, they had got off from the church thus far. Now,
they should only believe what can be testified; in this way they

might be restored and put right again. In this manner all the

members should labor in this case with prayer and supplication

to God, that by his cooperating grace all, and especially those

who long after peace, could come again to peace and union with

the church, according to the mind of the Spirit of God and his

soul-saving truth, in hope that they will reflect and choose that

what is counseled them according to the gospel, viz.: to strive

after peace with the church. Thus we have told the other members
we visited the conclusion only in this form, that those who would
continue to adhere to C. H., and go on with him in his strange

works, all such would be held as is expressed in the conclusion

until they would return repentant; that is, all such who would
continue to break bread with him and justify his strange baptism.

Signed, etc.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1815.

White Oak, Pa.

In the big meeting- of the Brethren's church, which was held

in White Oak church with Bro. Joseph Hershe, May 13, 1815,

the following was discussed, and held counsel on the complaints

arising in different parts of the Church of the Brethren concern-

ing the strange views of some members, which are deemed by

us as erroneous and not founded on the Holy Scriptures, which

Holy Scriptures indeed shall be the sole foundation of our faith.

And since we live now in perilous times, in which arise many and

manifold temptations, and also many errors, so that weak minds

may be easily led astray and in confusion, not knowing what or

how to do in order to salvation. And inasmuch now, at this time,

among the many religious parties and denominations there are

such whose doctrines on repentance, on baptism, and on the for-

giveness of sins through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus, and on

the san critical ion through the Hob/ Spirit, seem to differ not much

from those of the old brethren, only that they, according to our

views, as the Word teaches us, do not put every thing in the right

place.

They require of a man, before he is to be baptized, that he

should have passed entirely through repentance, and should have

a lively experience of the forgiveness of sins, and that he should

have obtained the new birth completely before baptism, so that

they must confess such and be enabled to sayr how they came to it;

and that only then they were fit to be received by baptism into the

covenant of the grace of Grid, There should have been made

even such expressions in public meeting, that a man must have

obtained complete sanctification first, else he would be baptized

too soon, as has been credibly testified. Now for such a confes-

sion or doctrine we see no foundation in Holy Writ, nor a single

example in the whole New Testament. Candidates for baptism

were directed to repent, or to a change of mind; they were ex-

horted by John to bring forth fruit meet for repentance—that is,

to lead such a life as would be consistent with a change of mind;

and of Christ and Ids apostles we do not find that any more was

required of candidates than besides repentance, faith in the gos-

pel- i
i

i
i

;

'. i : 1 1

;

1 1 J e sus Chr i s t as th e S c
i n o f fixo d .

Hence we
find no authority to ask more of candidates but what is founded

in the word of God. We believe that baptism is the entrance

into the new covenant, according to the Scriptures. We also be-
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Heve that the foundation which was laid by Christ and the apos-

tles is the only foundation on which we have to build, and that we

have no right to change or amend any thing. We believe also

that the (individual) cases of repentance are very different; that

some have much greater difficulties to overcome than others;

therefore we make (establish) no rule herein, because the Scrip-

ture does not give any.

And since we cannot agree on the above-named points, with

such who hold these points as articles of their faith, inasmuch

as the word of God does not teach us thus, it happens sometimes

that harsh expressions are made about the old brethren; for in-

stance, " that they were a crowd of dead men, who had not yet

come to a new life"; "unconverted, who knew nothing yet of

conversion'
5

; '"a dead heap of flesh" ;
"as laying all in a heap in

death" ; that not one (of them) had come to a newness of life,

or he could not remain among them; and on account of their

baptizing too soon, the life of God commenced in them was pres-

ently again extinguished, so that they could not come to the

(new) birth, etc.

Such expressions do not proceed from love, nor will they build

love. We would let these good people willingly (to enjoy their

sentiments) in peace, if they would also permit us to enjoy (ours)

in peace. It does not work unto union according to the command

of Christ. It causes schisms and divisions. It seems as if it was

the object and purpose also in our churches, to fill weak members

with their notions, and to cause confusion, so that many members

become doubtful of their old brethren, since they are represented

to them so cold and dead. And such we counsel and admonish,

out of heartfelt love, that they should hold fast to the word of

God, and not be carried about with every wind of doctrine. And

it is our advice to all overseers and householders to admonish all

the members to this, that they should take fast hold of the writ-

ten word of the gospel; and if it should happen that some of our

members should unite with such, break the bread of communion

with them, receive them in their houses to hold meetings, so

long as those stand in such separation against us, they (our mem-

bers) should be admonished, and if they would give heed to

it, we ought to have patience with them; but if they would not

hear or be advised, they could not stand in full fellowship with

us. For the Lord Jesus and the apostles teach us that we should

be one, of one mind, speak the same thing, and that there should

be no division among us; and to this end we also labor to be obe-

dient to the gospel of Jesus by the grace of God.
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Art. 2. It has been discussed by us concerning the war mat-

ter, and it is agreed by all the brethren that a brother's sons who

consider themselves according to the teaching of the brethren,

"defenseless;" and prove themselves to be such and wish to obey

the teachings of the brethren, when these shall be hard pressed

with the payment of fines they shall be assisted by the brethren

according to the teaching of the apostle: Let one bear the burden

of another thus you will fulfill the law of Jesus Christ.*

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1817.

Place unknown.

Article L Concerning the use of tobacco,

It was in union considered, that if a member should be con-

taminated with it, such should be admonished to quit it; and if

it would not be told, such a member could not be elected to any

office in the church.

Art. 2. Concerning conformity to the world in wearing fash-

ionable clothing and everything that is high, without exception,

It was considered, that when a member should herein be found

guilty, he should be admonished; and if the admonition would not

be heeded, Ave could not hold such in full fellowship, inasmuch the

Savior says, "That which is highly esteemed among men is abom-
ination in the sight of God." Luke 16: 15.

Art. 3. Whether the nearest friends of a member that falls

under the censure of the church, or a candidate wishing to be re-

ceived into the church, may be present at the council of the case?

Considered necessary that the nearest friends should with-

draw.

Art. 4. Whether testimony against a member may be received

from outsiders (persons not members), in case of a crime being

laid to the charge of a member?

Considered, that we could not pass judgment on a member
upon testimony from outsiders; but in case one single member
could testify with truthful outsiders, then we could and might

judge according to the word of God, for "in the mouth of two

or three witnesses every word may be established."

Art. 5. Whether brethren or their children may go on the

muster-ground or not"

The counsel was, that no member may go there, and prevent

* Brumbaugh's History of the Brethren, page 292.



1819] the Church of the Brethren 41

also their children from going on that ground, and not willingly

permit it to them as long as they are under parental authority;

should a brother do so, he could not be in full fellowship with the

church; for the Savior said to Peter, "Put up thy sword into his

place; for all they that take the sword, shall perish with the

sword."

Art. 6. Whether wre may sell a note (or bond) or not?

Considered, that no member should sell a note without the

consent of the debtor.

Art. 7. Concerning work on Sunday,

It was concluded that members should do no work on Sun-

day, except in cases of great necessity, inasmuch as the apostle

writes to " give none offense, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gen-

tiles, nor to the church of God." 1 Cor. 10: 32.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1818. •

Place unknown.

Article 1. Concerning trouble arising in some churches on

account of the marriage of young people, and their solemnization.

Inasmuch some desire to hold fast to the counsel or conclu-

sions of the old brethren, which was, that previous to marriage

the bans were published three times, which they think is a good
order, and not at all inconsistent with the gospel; but now some
assert that this publishing at the close of the meeting was against

their conscience, and think that the effect of the word preached

before was thereby interrupted; while, on the other hand, breth-

ren think that there is danger in solemnizing marriage without

publishing before, inasmuch we can not know how matters stand

with young folk, and there might be danger, even if they are

neighbor's or brother's children; and we think, if we were SO

closely restricted by our conscience not to publish the bans, then

we would also marry none. Yet we desire to control no man's

conscience, provided he acts for peace, and as they say, for con-

science' sake. We desire all housekeepers in churches might be

united in one mind to hold fast to the counsel of the old breth-

ren; for unto peace God has called us.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1819.

Great Conewago, Pa.

Article 1 Concerning a woman who married a man who had

deserted his wife because she had committed carnal intercourse

with another man, as he says, proved by the time of her delivery.
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Considered, if there can be found no evidence as his
(the husband's) assertion, it is not sufficient to decide that it

was or is no true wedlock, consequently the woman lie has now,
with himself, will be considered as adulterers as long as the first

wife lives, according to the declaration of the Apostle Paul, Rom.
7 : 2, 3. _. k t, i

>

<

i t • iVn
i her in \ t - igal i< >n. S i we find no

liberty to receive persons who live in adulter}' into the church,
as long as the first marriage is not dissolved by death, and then
only upon sincere sorrow and repentance they may be received
into the communion of the faithful. But if those who are in such
case would resolve firmly for God's sake to live separate, and
would also indeed do so, and lament sincerely their former state

—

then there might be mercy in store for them, and they might be
thereby reconciled to God.

Art. 2. Whether we could break the bread (of communion)
without having a supper?

We hold, that we ought by all means in all the exercises (ordi-
nances) look to the testimony of Jesus and his example; for the
Lord Jesus, shortly before his suffering, when he instituted the
Lord's Supper, etc., after he had washed his disciples' feet, he did
eat supper with them, where he also dipped the sop, and gave it

to Judas. (See John 13: 26.) And Mark 14: 18: "And as they
sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, one of you
which eateth with me shall betray me." 'And verse 22: "And as
they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed and brake it, and gave
to them, and said, Take, eat; this is my body," etc.

Art. 3. How it is considered, that brethren receive other
preachers (from other denominations) into their houses, in order
to solemnize the marriage of their children after the manner of

the world.

Considered, that matrimony is a solemn matter, whether we
commence it with or without a blessing, and hence we. think we
should have so much love for our children as to be concerned
that they might enter upon that state with a blessing; and we
believe no man can communicate such but he thai is animated by
the Holy Spirit, by whom he will also be led into all truths.
Hence we should have our children married by a brother who is
authorized to do it, with a blessing and brief exortation; also with-
out too great superfluity of meat and drink, so that we can believe
to be pleasing to God—for all extravagance is sin.

Art. 4. Whether a member is permitted to marry without the
counsel of the church, and without publishing the bans?

Answer: We know that all who have entered into the covenant
of grace have promised also to receive counsel, and it seems to us,m such an important matter as marriage is, we should by all
means seek counsel of our fellow believers. And concerning the
publishing of the bans, it is our loving counsel, and daily expe-
rience teaches us, that it is very good to hold to a good order,
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inasmuch by the publishing the bans many an accusation is cut

off, w hil c n the other hand much deception is prevented, which

would have tree course without the bans.

Art. 5. Whether it is not displeasing in the sight of God that

there is so much conformity to the world at funerals, with the

superfluity of drink as well as the superabundance of eatables,

besides what is needful and proper?

Considered, that all superfluity in meat and
_

drink, together

with all extravagance in clothing, is an abomination in the sight

of God, which we ought to avoid by all means, that the body of

Christ may not be mixed up so much with the body of the world

(especially at such solemn occasions as funerals).

Art. 6. In a similar case of a woman marrying a man who

had left his wife, both were considered adulterers while that first

wife lives, according to the declaration of the Apostle Paul (Rom.

7: 2, 3); and that the church could not receive them as members

until the first marriage was dissolved by death, and then only upon

heartfelt sorrow and repentance. But if those who are in such

condition would for the sake of God (and their salvation) firmly

resolve and actually (endeavor to) live separate (and apart from

each other), with godly sorrow for their former transgression,

they might find grace and be reconciled with God (through

Christ).

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1820.

Conestoga, Pa.

Article 1. In the counsel of the assembled brethren at the

big meeting in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in Conestoga

ehureh, ai Rro. Joseph Royer's, .May 19, 1820, was proposed for

consideration in ehureh council the disturbances or troubles aris-

ing in the State of Ohio in -Mill Creek Church, by diverse doc-

trinal points which have been there introduced, viz.: it has been

tauuht bv Bro. A. M.. who is a co-laborer in the word, that a man

must have a real experience of the forgiveness of sins, and that

lie must be entirely born anew before he is baptized, which has

been credibly testified.

And it was considered at this meeting that there _is no gos-

pel evidence for such doctrine, and it was concluded with one ac-

cord and unanimity that if a brother will preach and persist in

such doctrine, lie could not be permitted to teach; for it is not

consistent with the teaching of the apostle, when he says (Acts

2: 38), " Repent, and be baptized every one of you, in the name
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of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost." This is thus laid down until such
brother will prove his or such doctrine on the ground of the word
of God. It was also considered that Bro. J. K. went too far with the
harsh expressions he made against Bro. A. M. in presence of the
brethren, and it is required of him to make acknowledgment for
such hard expressions, or else we could not be well with him.

N. B.—The expressions were these, that he is to have said,
from the teachings of Bro. M., there was apparent a spirit of
Methodism and of the River brethren, and an Antichrist, etc.

Art. 2. A brother had used hard expressions against a broth-
er in the presence of the brethren, such as "from the preaching
of Brother M. there was apparent a spirit of the Methodist and
River brethren and an Antichrist!"

Considered, that the brother is to make proper acknowledg-
ment for these harsh expressions, otherwise we would not be sat-
isfied with him.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1821.

Glade, Somerset Co., Pa.

Article 1. Whether an ordained brother may collect debts
by the power of the law?

Considered, that no brother, much less one that is ordained,
has a right to do so according to gospel doctrine, neither fur him-
self nor for another.

Art. 2. Whether an ordained or private brother may serve
as an executor, where he knows beforehand that the law must be
enforced,

As has likewise been considered, that it should not be ac-
cording to the gospel doctrine. But inasmuch as many breth-
ren are in such a position the council is to have patience with them,
llntl1 they can get through with it, yet so as not to break the bread
of communion with them. Since, however, an executorship is very
difficult tor brethren, it was deemed necessary to adopt measures
to obviate or lessen the difficulties. And inasmuch as every parent
(or other person of sound mind) has a right to make a 'will ac-
cording to his own pleasure, without being interfered with by the
authorities, to divide and distribute his property, and also to se-
lect his executors, and to order them what they are to do, and
how to do it (the testator may insert in his will the following
clause), viz.: I nominate and appoint A. B. to be the sole exec-
utor of my estate, to settle, pay off, and collect, etc., as far as

C our church and the gospel will admit of" etc.



18221 the Church of the Brethren 45

Art. 3, How far brethren have liberty to commune with men

who do not Strictly adhere to the truth, was considered in council,

thus:

That it is very dangerous to commune with such people as

do not hold entirely the doctrine of Christ, since the apostle says,
" If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive

him not in your house, neither bid him God-speed ' (2 John, 10);

and the counsel is, to give them no liberty to speak in our meet-

ings.

Art. 4. How far a brother is at liberty in giving testimony,

to speak the truth lie fore the higher powers, inasmuch as differ-

ent forms are presented to brethren?

Considered, that a brother by no means should take the lib-

erty to lift up his hand, but should obey simply the counsel of the

gospel, saying yea, if it is yea, and nay, if it is nay; 'for what-

soever is more than these cometh of evil."

Art. 5. Whether brethren may have distilleries or not?

It was considered to leave it by what was concluded some
thirty years ago, that no brother would be allowed to have a dis-

tillery, or to distill ardent spirits.

Art. 6. Whether members (persons) might be received into

the church, who have been but once immersed (without baptizing

them in the manner we believe it ought to be done according to

the gospel)?

It was considered, that a threefold immersion is the true bap-

tism; but if such persons would be content with their baptism, and
yet acknowledge the Brethren's order as right, we would leave it

over to them, and receive them with the laying on of hands

and prayer.

Art. 7. What is to be done when a member commits a fault

which is not between brother and brother, but publicly, against

the gospel?

Considered, that such a member (provided it is no crime,

such as stated in 1 Cor. 5) should always make acknowledgment
before the church.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1822.

Canton, Ohio.

Article 1. Whether a brother might be set forward to baptize

and break bread who does not wear his beard.

It was considered, that according to the image of God (in
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which man was created), and according to the image of Christ,
we ought to (leave our beard undisturbed or) wear our beard
(at least in part), and that no brother should be so far advanced
who could not deny himself in this matter.

Art. 2. Whether a brother might serve in a worldly office

or as a juryman.

Considered, that no follower of Jesus can serve in such, and
if he could get relieved with money (by paying a fine), he should
not serve herein.

Art. 3. Whether there should be something of the supper

on the table at feet-washing.

It was the unanimous agreement in the council of the great
meeting that it should not be.

Art. 4. Whether it is right for a brother to take the benefit of

the law.

Considered, that when a brother is so imprudent that he falls

under the power of law, he is not to have privilege to take the
benefit of the law, but to seek counsel from the church. Yet It

would be always best to seek counsel before a member comes so
far.

Art. 5. When a member is put in avoidance, how far is his

companion in wedlock to be held as a member?

It was considered, that she may Be held as a member, yet
so as not to break the bread of communion.

Art. 6. blow far should a brother keep house without coun-

seling the church, or members without counseling the house-

keeper?

It was considered, that the brother who is housekeeper should
always act in concert with the church, especially with his co-
laborers in the church, and just so his co-laborers should always
counsel with their elder brother, and a private brother should not
undertake to teach or serve until the church calls him to it.

Art. 7. Concerning the abuse of tobacco.

This has been before the meeting already before this, and was
always considered a shamefully bad habit (German, Untugend)—
and every thing bad, says the apostle, is sin, and sin deuleth the
body; and another apostle says, that your bodies, together with
soul and spirit, shall be holy.

Art. 8. How it is considered, when members will not heed
the counsel of love of the brethren, with regard to conforming
to the world in clothing, etc.?
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It was considered, for the third time in the great council,

that when a member has been admonished in love once and again,

we would not break bread with such. But at this meeting it has

been considered, that when they will not receive counsel m love,

we could not hold such member in full fellowship according to

the gospel. Also such who permit those high fashions in their

children who are vet under their control, and especially the bis-

ops and ministers in the church should be examples of the flock.

Art. 9. With regard to distilleries (held or carried on) by

members of the church, it was again testified that it could not be

permitted.

Art. 10. How is it viewed when a brother assigns his property

to another, with a view to defraud his neighbors (creditors)?

It was considered, that we cannot hold them in fellowship.

Art. 11. Whether we might have two tables at love-feast,

and also at other meetings; that is, whether members might pre-

pare something warm for the old brethren, and also elderly and

weakly members, besides what is served up for all in general.

Considered, that members should be at perfect liberty to

show their love toward their old brethren or weakly members, to

set before them what they like; yet we would counsel in love to

be careful that no bad distinction is made, so that friends and well-

wishers are preferred to those that are weakly.

Art. 12. Whether it be right for a follower of Jesus to take

interest.

Considered, that neither the law nor the gospel gives us such

privilege, and that it should not be among the membership.

Art. 13. How shall the church conduct itself toward those

members that have been separated from the church:"

Considered, first, that when a member is separated from the

church as far as from the kiss, the breaking of bread, and church
:.-, M.nird.. such ought to be diligently exhorted according to the evi-

dence of the apostle, but could not be called brother. But when
such would not receive the admonition of love, and should fall

into more grievous sins, the church has to put them in avoidance,

and have no company with them, according to the word of the

apostle.

Art. 14. Concerning breaking up in the morning after love-

feast,

It was considered that members and their children who stay

till morning, should not separate and leave until prayer and thanks-

giving to God is made.

Art 15. Whether a brother may take the liberty to go on the
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muster ground or take part in the festivities of Independence-clay?

Considered that no brother should take the liberty to go to
such places.

Art, 16. When a member is put ill avoidance, how far is his

companion in wedlock to be held as a member?

It was considered that she may be held as a member, yet so
as not to break the bread of communion.

Art. 17, With regard to persons who live in adultery,

It was considered that they could not be received into the
church as long as they live in such condition.

Art. 18. Concerning the form or proposing oaths in order to

save one's conscience for the gospel's sake, whether we could
answer with yea such a form, "And this you do under the pains
and penalties of perjury?a >y

It was considered, if a brother were grieved herein, let him
counsel whether there was no other form for us.

Art. 19. Concerning the form or manner of swearing oaths
to save our consciences for the gospel's sake, whether we could
answer with yea such a form, viz.: "And this you do under the
pains and penalties of perjury?"

It has been considered, that if a brother were oppressed or
troubled herein, let him consider or seek counsel, whether there
is no other form for us.

Art. 20. At the yearly meeting in Ohio, 1822, the question

was presented, whether such as were not members could be pres-

ent in our church councils, and the answer was:

" Considered, as it was at all times considered, that it could
not be allowed."

Art. 21. If a brother has a vendue, and gives freely strong
drink, how is it considered?

It was considered, that no brother should give strong drink
at the sale of his property.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1825.

D. Mohlers, Cumberland Co., Pa.

Article 1. Whether a brother may keep and sell strong drink,

has been considered thus:

Because so often disorder is caused by strong drink, it is im~
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proper for a brother to sell it, and should not be at all suffered.

Art. 2. Whether a brother may take a mortgage or judg-
ment bond of another brother.

Considered, that brethren should be as careful of the interest
of their neighbor as of their own, and not be. selfish; and inasmuch
to take bail for large sums is deemed wrong, it is not improper
to secure a debt by mortgage or judgment.

Art. 3. Concerning separation or excommunication, being
viewed of unequal degrees.

It was considered, that according to apostolic doctrine, such
having committed gross or vicious sins, must be put entirely in
avoidance, while less transgressions only precluded from the kiss,
brotherly counsel, and the breaking of bread.

Art. 4. Whether a brother may teach singing-schools.

Considered, that the musical schools, as they are generally
conducted, have nothing to do with the service of God, and that
a brother should teach none.

Art. 5. Whether a brother minister that involves himself in
debts, and assigns his property to his children, could serve in the
ministry of the word,

Considered, that when the creditors should be defrauded there-
by, he should give himself over to the (judgment of the) church,
and without doubt ought not to serve (in the office of a minis-
ter).

Art. 6. Concerning a brother holding the office of justice of
the peace, has been twice before the big meeting, and was always
considered that it was not at all consistent with the gospel; but
as something more definite is requested, the counsel is now,

If such an one has been admonished already before to give up
that office, and is once and again admonished (in the name of
the church) to do so, and will not give it up, such an one we could
not hold as a brother.

Art, 7. At the yearly meeting in Morrison's Cove, 1825, the
question was presented, ' In case members commit a public fault
for which an acknowledgment is required, should it be made pub-
licly, or only before the church?"

It was considered, in case the transgression was made with-
out the church, and is deemed by the world a fault, and the trans-
gressor should feel in himself urged to it (to make a public con-
fession), in such case it might be good; but if it should be some-
thing that is not deemed a transgression by the world and the
conviction were not truly born from within, or xrom the heart
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then it would be no light before the world, and it would be better

done before the membership.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1826.

Place unknown.

(1) May 13, 1826.—During a great meeting at the house of

Brother Daniel Reichardt it has been taken in counsel how in the

fear of the Lord it is regarded and if it is proper, that a brother

should serve in the office of an Assembly, and it was generally

decided and with many texts proven that it is not lit for a true

follower of Christ, who is a " gone out one " and touches nothing

unclean, that he should fill such an office; and it would be better

to do according to the counsels of the Apostle and cling to hu-

mility.*

Michael Myer, Daniel Gerber, Samuel Arnold, Johannes Flory,

Christian Long, Daniel Bollinger, Johannes Gerber, George Brum-

baugh, Daniel Seller, Nicholas Martin, Johannes Brumbaugh,

Daniel Arnold.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1827.

Lancaster Co., Pa.

Article 1. About the ordinance of anointing the sick.

The manner of proceeding has ever been, first to sing a few

verses, and with a united prayer to turn to God. Then (there

should always be two brethren) the one reaches forth his hand

and the other poureth the oil on it, and the first puts the same on

the head of the sick, and says the words, which the Apostle James

teaches (chap. 5: 14), " Thou art anointed in the name of the Lord,

and thus three times, but the words only once said. Then both

brethren lav their hands upon the head of the sick, and pray over

him for it is not considered to be intended only an inward unc-

tion' but an outward anointing, whereof the apostle speaks, as

mentioned before.

Art. 2. x\bout the avoidance and restoration of members.

When a member, on account of crimes committed, must be

separated and put in avoidance, and should afterward become re-

formed in life and conduct, and apply for restoration or tor re-

lease from the avoidance, and the church could not yet feel satis-

to restore such entirely, they might be released; and should

Brumbaugh's History of the Brethren, page 4S9.
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Such fall again into crime, we would have a right to put them
again into avoidance.

Art. 3, Concerning receiving persons who have been bap-

tized in the proper manner by other denominations.

Considered, that those who have been received before with
the laying on of hands (and prayer), we receive with hand and
kiss; and those on whom the laying on of hands had not been ob-
served, we should receive by the laying on of hands, etc., etc.

Art. 4. Concerning receiving sick persons who can not be

baptized on account of their sickness and weakness,

Considered, that they might be received, and if the3r should
die, they might die as members, but if they should live and be well
again, they should and would be baptized.

Art. 5. Whether a brother holding an office in the church

may distill ardent spirits, was considered,

Concluded that it is not becoming for any brother to do so,

much less for a brother in office.

Art. 6. Whether there should be no other meat but mut-

ton tit the supper.

Generally considered as most agreeable (to our feelings
" gemuthlichste ") to take mutton, as it has been always cus-
tomary with the ancient brethren, yet to make no law herein, and
to bear with one another.

Art. 7. With regard to selling bonds,

It was considered, that none should be sold by which poor
people might be oppressed; but since circumstances are so dif-

ferent, the church should be counseled (asked for counsel in any
case).

Art. 8. How is it considered to lay carpets in (our) houses?

It was considered that it belongs to the grandeur (highness)
of this world, and that it will not become a follower of Jesus to
garnish his house in this manner, but rather that he should adorn
his house as may be consistent with lowliness.

Art. 9. Concerning taking pay for solemnizing marriages

and preaching funeral sermons.

It was unanimously considered, that it should not be among
brethren.

Art. 10. Whether we may be allowed to hold infares?

Considered, that it (such things) belongs to pride, extrava-
gance, and vanity, and should not be among members.
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Art. 11. How is it considered, if a brother keeps a brewery,

and makes strong beer?

Considered, though it could not be directly forbidden to a

brother, but ought to be left to his own conscience, and (yet we
wish) to advise him that the safest way would be, no to carry
on such a business, from which may arise so many and great dis-

orders.

Art. 12. Concerning members who engage in the raising of

tobacco?

Considered, that members should have nothing to do with such
things, by which so much mischief is done, and so many men (and
women too) are led captive, as is the case with tobacco.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1828.

York County, Pa.

Article 1. Whether a brother can belong to the Freemasons

and still be a brother (in the church)?

Considered, that it can not be.

Art. 2. Whether we may conform ourselves to the world
with unnecessary things on our carriages?

Considered, that it can not be. (See foregoing note.)

Art. 3. Whether brethren may go to the elections?

It is the opinion of most of the brethren that we should keep
ourselves free (clear) of them.

Art. 4. Whether we may do labor on Sunday.

It was deemed good to refrain from it.

Art. 5. Whether a member might be anointed more than

once.

Considered and decided, that it may be done on request of the
sick person.

Art. 6. Whether a person may be received into the church,

having been immersed but once?

It is the counsel to be better that they should be baptized
again in the true order.

Art. 7. Whether we had a right to cause a candidate for bap-

tism to make a vow?
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It was considered, that it is according to the gospel to receive
them in the order of the Brethren as usual.

Art. 8. Whether the holy kiss should be observed at feet-

washing and the breaking of bread?

Considered, that it is right and proper.

Art. 9. Whether the holy kiss should have a place at feet-

washing (between those who serve and those who are served);

and at (before) the breaking of bread?

Considered, that it should be. The new commandment (John
13: 34, 35) brings it very near to both ordinances, and a love-
feast without this token of love would scarcely deserve the name.

Art. 10. Whether we might have small love-feasts?

Art. 11. Whether brethren may have carpets in their houses.

Considered, that it can not and should not be, because it leads
to elevation (pride).

Art. 12. Whether brethren may have distilleries.

Considered and concluded that it should not be, nor by their
children, as far as the authority of the parents extends; and if

such a brother will not take (or obey) the advice, we could not
commune nor have fellowship with him. Also, to sell grain to
distilleries (especially) when grain is scarce, should indeed not be.

Art. 13. Whether, If a member sees another member commit
sin publicly against truth, the first is in duty bound to speak
privately to the failing member, or (at once to) present the case

to one of the leading brethren?

Considered (whether to do the first), it is as a member may
choose but to do the latter remains his duty, inasmuch as public
sins can not be atoned for between member and member.

Art. 14. Whether we may build meeting-houses?

Considered, to leave it over to every church to do as they
deem good.

Art. IS. Whether we might hold small (private, not publicly

announced) love-feasts ?

Considered, in cases where there are but few members (or
where a member is on a sick bed, desirous to partake once more),
provided that one ordained brother would be present, and that
every thing would be clone at the right time and in proper order,
there could be no objection at all, and it would not be contrary
to the (word of) truth; yet care should be taken that it may not
cause grief (pressure) or loss of affection.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1830.

Pipe Creek, Mel.

Article 1. Whether a minister may break the bread of com-

munion and communicate the cup of thanksgiving to a sick person

who is not a member?

Considered, as contrary to our faith and conscience, and as

more advisable to point or direct the sick to Christ and inward
communion. Another question presented and answered, that sick

persons, who wish to be baptized, but feel too weak, might be

received under the promise, that if restored to health they would

submit to the command and ordinance of Christ, and in case of

their death they may find comfort in the reflection that God sees

their good intentions, and may accept them for the deed.

Art. 2. Whether a brother may take a wife who has already

a husband, but is deserted and set free by him?

This has long since been considered that it can not be accord-

ing to the word and gospel.

ANNUAL MEETING OE 1831.

Conestoga, Pa.

Article 1. Whether it was considered advisable for a member

to have his son educated in a college?

Considered not advisable, inasmuch as experience has taught

that such very seldom will come back afterward to the humble
ways of the Lord.

Art. 2. Whether it could be approved of when the brotherly

kiss is so often omitted, even at meetings and love-feasts?

Considered, no, not at all.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1832.

Rockingham County, Va.

Article 1. How is it considered if a brother serves on a

grand jury, and bears testimony against a brother, by which the

latter is caused to suiter costs, and the testimony is not given

from necessity or duty, but from want of love?

Considered, that serving on juries was ever deemed improper
for brethren; but in this special case the church where it occurred,



1833] the Church of the Brethren 55

and who should know and weigh all the circumstances, should
judge according to the law of Christ, according to the testimony.

Art, 2. Whether such may participate in the Lord's Supper
who are not members, if there is room?

Considered, to leave it to the churches, when there is such
room.

Art. 3. Whether it would be approved, when brethren en-

gage in storekeeping and selling of strong drinks?

Considered, the first might be allowed in cases of necessity,
where a brother has no other way to make a living, but the latter
in no case whatever.

Art. 4. Concerning the omitting of the holy kiss among
members.

Considered, that it should not be, and that it is an evidence
of a want of love.

Art. 5. How to do when a brother is indebted to another,
and becomes insolvent?

Answer. The church should deal with him according to the
circumstances or degrees of aggravation, according to the word.

Art. 6. How is it considered concerning persons who wish
to be received, and had already been immersed but once by other
Baptists?

Considered, that some have been received without baptism,
as we believe it ought to be performed, and they afterward came
of their own accord to receive the baptism according to the word.

Art. 7. Whether at a council concerning candidates for bap-

tism, their nearest friends should withdraw?

Decided as before.

Art. 8. Change of the time of yearly meeting. Meeting
to commence on Pentecost, with public meeting and love-feast.

Monday and Tuesday, council meeting.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1833.

Lost Creek Church, Juniata Co., Pa.

Article 1. Whether we are to immerse at baptism once or

thrice?

It was considered, that we can not deem any other baptism
as valid, according to the word of God, but a threefold immersion.
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Art. 2, Whether there is any difference in using the law for

our own benefit or only as executors or administrators?

Considered, there is none in reality; it is wrong for ourselves,

it is wrong If we do it for others.

Art. 3. Whether a brother who was chosen to the (minis-

try of the) word in one church, and moves into another with a

good testimony, can be relieved from his office (or rather liter-

ally put back from it)?

It was always considered, when a ministering brother moves
out of the church which chose him, he moves out of his office—
that is, before he is fully ordained; and that it was at the option

of the church into which he moves to receive him with his office

or not. If his life and conduct inspire love and confidence, it will

not be long before he may be called to exercise his ministry again.
Have patience!

Art. 4. Whether a person may be admitted to our (com-

munion or) breaking of bread, who is not baptized according to

gospel (as we understand it) ?

Considered, no.

Art. 5. Whether the supper must be on the table at feet-

washing?

(No; there is no such command in the gospel; and if the ex-
ample of Christ is urged, it is also a mooted, doubtful question
on this point. It must be recollected that the translators of our
modern version of the New Testament did not believe or practice

feet-washing, or know anything about the real Lord's Supper,
calling the communion of bread and wine the Lord's Supper. We
all believe that John 13: 2 is wrongly translated by saying, "Sup-
per being ended ' before feet-washing is mentioned, while it is

evident, from verses 26-30 that the supper was not ended then.)

Art. 6. Whether the supper must be on the table at feet-

washing?

Answered as before.

Art. 7. Whether a member has a right to appeal to the yearly

meeting, when put back by the council of his church?

The answer, not recorded, was similar to the following:

Art. 8. About the making and using of strong drink, a strong

testimony was made at this meeting against it,
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1834.

Stark County, Ohio.

Article 1. How it is considered to sing at or during the break-

ing of bread?

Considered, as not proper, but at the distribution of the
cup very proper. It was also remarked, that there should be no
drinking without necessity while the supper is served, until all is

served up, and a blessing asked of God, because we are to " tarry
for one another."

Art. 2. Whether we may work on Sunday, such as sawing
(on sawmills), shooting;, moving, etc.

It was considered, that it should not be by any means, but
that we ought to spend Sunday in stillness, and in the fear of God,
in order to be offensive to no one.

Art. 3. Whether we may take interest from a brother?

Considered somewhat differently, but our (charity) modera-
tion should be known, and we should be willing to lend to the poor
without interest.

Art. 4. Whether we could receive into our church a person

that has been immersed once backward, without baptizing him
again?

Considered, that though it has been done before, still we be-
lieve that the best and safest way is to baptize them right, and
according to the proper order (as we believe), and that hereafter
it should not be done otherwise.

Art. 5. How it is considered, when a member who was re-

ceived after having been baptized with only one immersion back-

ward, without receiving baptism according to our order, moves
into another church, and there is required to be baptized?

Answer in foregoing article 4.

Art. 6. Concerning a certain brother's certificate; whether a

certificate could be given to a brother minister who moves away
from his church without paying his debts?

Special advice given, but not noted.

Art. 7. How is it viewed when a ministering brother, as ex-

ecutor or administrator of an estate, is compelled to use the law?

Considered, he should do nothing without the counsel of the
church.
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Art. 8. Concerning the office of supervisor and other worldly

offices,

Considered, that brethren should keep themselves clear of

them as much as possible.

Art. 9. Concerning high and fashionable clothing, etc., and

conformity to the world,

It was considered a great evil as heretofore, which is not to

be tolerated in the church.

Art. 10. How it is considered when a brother, not 3
r et or-

dained, should administer the communion in presence of ordained

brethren?

(If the ordained brethren desire him to do so, there can be
no objection; on the contrary, it is desirable for young hands in

any work to have more experienced friends near to advise or
assist.)

Art. 11. Whether a brother can serve on a jury, where a man
is tried for his life (as a murderer)?

Considered, no, it can not be at all.

Art. 12. If a brother who is a minister should transgress so

that the church has to set him back, and if he is afterwards re-

ceived again upon his acknowledgment, whether he is to be re-

ceived with or without his office?

Considered, that depends upon the church, and also upon the

nature of his transgression.

Art. 13. Concerning a sister's preaching.

Not approved of; considering such sister being in danger,
not only exposing her own state of grace to temptation, but also
causing temptations, discord, and disputes among other members.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1835.

Cumberland County, Pa.

Article 1. How is it viewed to receive colored people into

our church?

Considered, to make no difference on account of color.

Art. 2. Concerning the trouble between Bro. M. L. and the

church, L. was earnestly admonished by the old brethren to

amend his ways; not to creep into houses in order to bring mem-
bers into confusion and cause division in the church, inasmuch
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as they (the old brethren) saw and understood what manner of

spirit was in him. For if he should come so far as to speak in

a traducing and railing spirit against the church, he would have

to be put in avoidance.

Art. 3. Concerning taking interest.

Considered not allowed by the gospel, and brethren should

beware of usury (unlawful interest) especially.

Art. 4. How it is considered when brethren go with their

children to shows?

Considered, it should not be.

Art. 5. How it is viewed to elect brethren for the ministry

by lot?

Considered, to abide tin? manner of holding a choice hitherto

observed.

Art. 6. Concerning the commencement of Yearly Meetings
on Saturday, or according to the ancient order.

No change made at this time. (See further, ' Annual Meet-
ings. )

Art. 7. How it is considered when brethren go to muster

and drill?

Considered, that it is contrary to our baptismal vow, contrary

to the word of God, and contrary to the professed principle of

the church, and can by no means be permitted or tolerated.

Art. 8. How is it considered, if ministers move into churches
#

where there is no ordained elder, whether they can be received

wdiere no bishop is present?

No; there ought to be one or more bishops invited for the

occasion, or the matter postponed to another time. Meanwhile,
those new comers may serve in their office as guests.

Art. 9. How it is considered to sell grain to distilleries?

Should not be, except in case of necessity.

Art. 10. How it is considered when brethren keep tavern?

Considered, as entirely unbecoming for brethren.

Art. 11. What is the the order to receive applicants for bap-

tism?

It is necessary that there should be self-knowledge, repentance,

and faith, together with scriptural instruction, and then that it

may be done with the counsel of the church.
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Art. 12. How it is considered to receive colored persons into

the church? (The object of the question was not whether they
should be received at all, but whether they could or must be
received or treated altogether like white members.)

It was considered, that inasmuch as the gospel is to be
preached to all nations and races, and if they come as repentant
sinners, believing in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and apply for
baptism, we could not consistently refuse them. But inasmuch we
receive our fellow members with the holy kiss, and there is a re-
pugnance in some of our white members to salute colored persons
in this manner, the colored members should bear with that weak-
ness, and not offer the kiss to such weak members until they be-
come stronger, and make the first offer, etc. Otherwise, if' they
(the colored members) prove faithful, they should be considered
on an equality of full membership.

Art. 13. How it is considered when brethren go with their

children to shows?

Considered, it should not be.

Art. 14. Concerning the commencement of yearly meetings

on Saturday, or according to the ancient order.

No change made at this time.

Art. 15. What is the duty of a visiting brother?

First, as visiting brethren and overseers of the poor in the
church, they have to assist and attend to the yearly general visit
from house to house; and it is necessary, and their duty, when the
church is divided into different visit districts, to take "the lead in
the visit as well as that of the ministers; and in case the ministers
could not assist on account of sickness, it is the duty of the dea-
cons to carry out the visit with other brethren, and to bring be-
fore the minister ^ and the church what they have found. Further,
when anything of importance is to be investigated in the church,
the ministers have the right to request them (the deacons) to ac-
company them, or if the case is not of special importance to send
them (the deacons) to investigate the matter and bring it before the
ministry. Further, it is their duty, inasmuch as they have been elect-
ed to be overseers of the poor, to visit the sick, especially if they are
poor,_ who may be in distress by reason of sickness or other causes, to
examine their case, and to report to the ministry, and, if necessary,
the ministers to hold a council with the church what is further to
be done. When money or grain is contributed in the church for
the poor in the church, it is their duty to keep a regular book ac-
count of what they receive and what they lay out for the poor or
otherwise for the church, so that they are able at times to render
an account with and to the church. Upon the whole, all that may
occur in the church and is to be investigated, is committed to
their care, and if they hear of any thing, to bring it before the
ministers, to counsel whether it is to be examined, and to see it

done if found necessary.
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Further, it is their calling to assist the ministers at meeting,
by reading the Scriptures, by using freedom in praver, and to bear
testimony to what was spoken; and if it should happen that no
minister (of the word; could come to meeting, it is their duty
to lead the worship by singing, prayer, and reading the Scriptures,
and if they feel so, to exhort to the edification of the congregation*
yet it was the counsel of the old brethren that it is not their call-
ing to rise on their feet in order to exhort; and thus to conclude
the meeting in the usual order, and to make the ordinary appoint-
ments for meeting. Again, when a minister is called to hold meet-
ings in another district, and he requests the visiting brethren to
give him company and assistance, it is their duty to assist, and one
or the other to go with him.

Further, it is their duty to serve at tables; when a love-feast
is held, to make the necessary preparations, to call as many other
brethren as they need to assist, and at the time of the love-feast
to see to it that the sisters can get all things ready at the proper
time, and themselves setting the tables, and so in all things see
to it that everything is done decently and in order.

Art. 16. Concerning going to elections and serving as jury-
men.

It was considered in both cases, that brethren should hold
themselves loose as much as possible, or entirely, which is best.
Particularly, no brother should take part in electioneering at an
election, which is deemed very hurtful and should not be 'among
brethren, etc.

Art. 17. Concerning serving on juries at trials for life or
death?

Answered as before.

Art. 18. How is it viewed for brethren to sell grain to dis-
tilleries?

Considered, that it should not be, especially if grain is scarce
and high in price. Besides, it was mentioned of the abuse and
harm which comes from what is made by the distiller, and that
brethren should take no part in it, and by no means use distilled
liquors for a common beverage, nor offer it to those that work
for them.

Art. 19. How is it considered, when members wash the feet
or salute with the holy kiss those who are not members of the
church?

Considered, we should not do so, if it gives offense.

Art. 20. How is it considered, when brethren keep tavern?

Considered, as entirely unbecoming for brethren.

Art. 21. What is the order to receive applicants for baptism?
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It is necessary that there should be self-knowledge, repent-

ance and faith, tog-ether with scriptural instruction, and then that

it may be done with the counsel of the church.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1836.

Cumberland County, Pa.
'J y

Article 1. Whether a brother would have a right to take such

money, which lie had acquired as a soldier by war?

Considered in union, that it can not be, according to the doc-

trine of Jesus.

Art. 2. Whether a brother or sister could be allowed to sell

strong drink?

Considered, that it should absolutely not be.

Art. 3. What is to be done with a brother who professes

and chums to be urged by the Spirit of God to preach the gospel,

and who is not chosen by the church for it?

He is counseled and allowed, after the elect brethren have

spoken, to make known by exhortation if there is any thing on

his mind; he may also use liberty ill public prayer, when necessary,

or in reading the Scriptures, provided he is acceptable by the

church.

Art. 4. How is it deemed best at the yearly meeting, wheth-

er first to hold council, or first public meeting and communion?

It was considered as expedient, to commence on Lord's day

with public meeting, and in the evening to break the bread of com-

munion, and afterward to hold council.

Art. 5. When a bishop is old and too feeble to serve in his

M lii; _ !-,, mi-ln ^iLiIwi i tin. church) have a right to se-

lect another?

The counsel is, to go to counsel with the nearest churches,

and if looking on the proposition favorably, and the old bishop

and his church would be of one mind, then it might be done.

Art. 6. "What should be the name of our fraternity, when a

title for a meeting-house is 'made and recorded in the public offices?

Unanimously concluded to call ourselves the Fraternity of

German Baptists.

Art. 7. Concerning work or moving on Sunday,

It was considered improper to do so.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1837.

Linville Creek, Rockingham County, Va.

At an annual meeting held in Rockingham County, Virginia,

at the meeting-house near Bro. John Kline, on Linville Creek,

the 15th of May, 1837, the following points have been presented

to the council of the old brethren, and have been considered in

the fear of the Lord:

Article 1. How it is considered, if a member desires to be

no more with the church, and yet has committed no other offense?'

Since the circumstances are so different, the advice is also

different. If a member desires to be off, and doth commit no other
offense, we could have patience somewhat longer with such a mem-
ber than if a member should speak contemptuously of the church;

then the church can judge best how soon to let it withdraw, and to

place it according to its desire; yet there ought to be employed
all possible diligence to bring back to the flock such souls. But
if they will not hear, there would be just cause to put them as

they desire.

Art. 2. How it is viewed, if a member is accused of a crime

only on testimony from out of the church? Whether it would be

right to take a member into judgment (before the church) on

such a testimony?

The counsel is to make strict investigation, and if there should
be nothing found, and the member continued to deny the charge,
it could not be judged on testimony out of the church alone.

Art. 3. How it is considered, to make a better arrangement

in holding annual meetings according to the pattern of the apos-

tles? (Acts 15.)

The unanimous counsel of this meeting and desire of the old
brethren is, to follow the track of the apostles as closely as pos-
sible. Therefore the council-meeting ought to consist of the
elders and all the members of that church which receives the
meeting, and of such teachers, ministers, or (private) members,
who may be sent as delegates from the other churches. It is con-
sidered necessary that every church, or, where the distance is

too great, several churches together, should send two, three, or

more delegates to the annual meeting. The yearly meeting is to
take place as heretofore on Pentecost or Whitsuntide, and the

council-meeting to be held on Friday and Saturday before, to

w hich e n d t h e d e 1 e ga t e s o u ght t o arrive in t h e n eig.hborh o o

d

on Thursday evening. The public meeting begins on Sunday,
when a love-feast will be held, and the church is at liberty to in-

vite thereto also neighboring churches as usual. The proceedings
of the council-meeting should be immediately recorded in writ-

ing, and as much as possible communicated to all the churches.



64 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1837

Art. 4. How it is considered, to administer the anointing of

the sick, or to hold an election, without an ordained brother

(elder) being present?

It is the advice, that the anointing of the sick should not be
administered without an ordained brother, except in a case of

necessity, that no such is to be had; for the word says: Call for

the elders of the church. As to holding elections, it is considered
that no election ought to be held without the presence of (two or)
at least one ordained brother.

Art. 5. If a brother is at liberty to serve as crier or clerk

at public vendues?

It is the counsel of the meeting, that no brother should take

the liberty to cry at vendues, because it is unbecoming for a broth-
er so to serve. As to the clerkship at vendues, it could not be
considered quite so unbecoming, yet so that brethren ought to

refrain from such things as much as possible.

Art. 6. Whether the sense of the words of the Savior (Matt.

18),
u Let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican,"

is the same as the sense of the apostle, when he says (1 Cor. 5),

" Have no company with him," etc.

It is understood by the meeting almost unanimously, that
the expression of the Savior, " Let him be unto thee as a heathen
man and a publican," excludes a member only so far as from the
church-council, from the kiss and the breaking of bread; but that
it IS the sense of the apostle, when he speaks of the vicious,
" Have no company with him," and after noticing the vices adds
yet, "with such a one (you ought) no not to eat," that we ought
to avoid such a one altogether according to the sense of the word.

Art. 7. How it is considered if members go to the public

election and vote, or even previously already electioneer for the

candidates of office?

It is the advice of the old brethren to keep ourselves also

in this respect as free as possible, and father not go to the elec-

tion. As regards electioneering, it is the sense of the brethren
that no brother ought to interfere so far with the offices and
government of this world, according to the word.

Art. 8. When persons desire, to be received through bap-

tism into the church, if it be necessary, to instruct them before

baptism of the taking of oaths, going to war, and the like, that

according to our view it is forbidden in the gospel?

The advice is, that such persons ought, if possible, to be vis-

ited before their baptism, and by all means to be previously in-

structed of the following points, viz.: Of the taking of oaths,
going to war and to muster, to use the power of the law contrary
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to the gospel, and to conform to the fashions of this world in

apparel and the like; and that they ought to state before their

reception their willingness to refrain from all such things.

Art. 9. How it is considered if members take more than

lawful interest?

Considered, that it ought to be by no means; and if a brother
should do SO, he ought to be visited, and if he would not take ad-

vice, we could not be satisfied with him.

Art. 10. How it is considered if a brother buys and keeps

slaves, and sells them also for gain?

Considered, that it could in no wise be justified in a brother,
according to the gospel.

Art. 11. How it is considered when a brother keeps a brew-

ery, and makes strong beer?

Considered, that it could not be directly forbidden to a broth-

er, but ought to be left to his own conscience, and to advise him
that the safest way would be not to carry on such a business, from
which may arise so many and great disorders.

Art. 12. How it is viewed to receive persons into the church

without baptism, in case of sickness and bodily infirmity?

Considered, that we have no express word for it, and that

it would be more advisable and more safe to direct them to the
mercy of God in Christ. Yet we would in certain singular cases
not set bounds, but advise all teachers to be careful to do nothing
without the counsel of their fellow laborers, and, if it be pos-
sible, of their church.

Tn conclusion, the brethren united to hold their next yearly
meeting with the brethren in the neighborhood of Hagerstown,
Maryland, on Pentecost, 1838.

Signed by the elders present—Daniel Gerber, John Flohry,
David Pfautz, Daniel Arnold, Joseph Gerber, Christ. Johnson,
John Price, George Hoke, Abraham Gerber, Benj. Bowman,
Abraham Yandt, Daniel Reichard.

v ANNUAL MEETING OF 1838.

Washington County, Md.

At the yearly meeting, held in Washington County, Mary-
land, on the 1st and 2nd of June, Anno Salutis 1838, the follow-

ing queries were laid before the council of the—in God beloved—

-

brethren, and considered in the fear of God:

Article 1. Whether a congregation has the right, according

to the gospel, to put a member in avoidance or not?

5
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Considered that the old brethren always have thought it right,
and still think it right, according to the gospel, to put members
in avoidance in accordance with the word of the apostle. 1 Cor.
5: 9-11.

Art. 2. Whether it is considered proper to hold singing-

schools in our meeting-houses?

Chiefly considered, that meeting-houses are no proper places
for holding singing-schools therein.

Art. 3. Whether it is proper for a member to build distilleries,

or to distill ardent spirits? ^

Considered, as it has been considered these many years, that
it ought not to be.

Art. 4. Whether a common brother has the right to go out,

to appoint or let others appoint meetings for himself, or generally
to teach publicly without the counsel of the church?

Considered, that a brother who is not intrusted with the office,

is not justified so to do. James 3:1.

Art. 5. Whether a member has a right to appoint a meet-

ing for a teacher who is not in our connection?

Considered, that it ought not to be according to the exhor-
tation of the apostle. 2 John 5: 10.

Art. 6. Whether it be right to receive again as a private mem-
ber a brother that was a teacher, and had been put back, without
intrusting him again with the office?

Considered, that a congregation has a right to do in such
a case as it seemeth good to them.

Art. 7. Whether a teacher has the right to remove out of

the church without the counsel of the same?

_ Considered, that it is right and good that a brother, in such
an important undertaking should seek the counsel of his church.

Art. 8. Whether in case a member falls into the judgment of

the church, the nearest relations should withdraw while the coun-
sel is taken?

Tt has always been considered best to let such relations with-
draw.

Art. 9. Whether we have the right to appoint deacons without
laying hands on them, according to the example of the apostles?

Acts 6: 6.

Considered and resolved, to postpone the further consider-
ation of this query to the next annual meeting.
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Art. 10. Whether it be right for members to take part in

Sunday-schools, class meetings, and the like?

Considered most advisable to take no part in such like things.

Art. 11. How it is considered when members go to public

shows, and even take their children along?

Unanimously considered, that members ought to avoid such
places, and to warn their children therefrom.

Art. 12. Whether in case that brethren who are called to

some ministry move from one church into another, are received

with their office by the church to which they have removed, wheth-
er the sisters, their wives, ought to be received with them, as in

the case of an election?

Considered, that it would be good to receive the sisters also
with them.

Art. 13.* Whether persons that have been baptized formerly

elsewhere with a threefold immersion, could be received among
us as members without baptism or not?

Considered almost unanimously, that when such persons are
satisfied with their baptism, having been performed in the right
manner, they may be received as members without baptism, yet
with stating to them the order (rules, principles) of the breth-
ren, and the laying on of hands. If they should, however, desire
baptism, it might be granted to their satisfaction.

Lastly it was resolved to hold the next annual meeting, God
willing, by request, with our beloved brethren at Aughwick,
Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, on Pentecost 1839, yet so
that the ciders and delegated brethren ought to arrive in the
neighborhood as at this time, on Thursday before.

Signed by the elders present—Daniel Gerber, David Pfoutz,
George Hoke, John Gerber, Jacob Holsinger, David Engler, sen.,
Abraham Yandt, John Funk, John Brower, Christ. Johnson,
Jacob Pfoutz, Daniel Arnold, Christ. Long, John Price, John
Royer, Lorenz Etter, John Farny, John Beeghly.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1839.

Huntingdon County, Pa.

Article. 1. Whether a brother could serve in the office of a

constable?

No. (See above, yearly meeting 1812.)

Art. 2. How the supper should be held?

Considered, as it was always held.
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Art. 3. What is to be done with a brother who wants to

preach, and forces him into it without or contrary to the counsel

of the church?

Considered, that such a brother, having been admonished
once and again, can not be held as a member in full fellowship,

if he is disobedient.

Art. 4. Whether a brother may give his house for holding

a (political) election in it?

The answer was no; it should not be.

Art. 5. Whether a brother may be intemperate with strong

drink or tobacco?

No.

Art. 6. With regard to the laying on of hands on deacons,

It was considered to leave it as heretofore. (See also yearly
meetings, 1844, 1; 1845, 11; 1846, 3; Tenn. 6.)

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1840.

m
Morrison's Cove, Bedford Co., Pa.

Letter of the Yearly Meeting of the Ancient Brethren, held in

Morrison's Cove, Bedford County, Pennsylvania, on Pente-

cost, June 5-8, 1840, to all their united churches and members:

May the blood of the New Testament in the power of the

everlasting Word, be mighty effectual- in US all, that we may be

and remain followers of Christ in the regeneration until the day
of our redemption, when the hidden things of the heart will be
revealed, to the great consolation and unspeakable joy of the lov-

ing and suffering children of God in Christ Jesus.

In this ardent desire of faith we send to all our in God be-

loved and in faith united churches and members, brothers and
sisters, wheresoever they be, our heartfelt and joint love and
greeting, saying with the Apostle Paul, " Grace be unto you, and
peace, from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ."

Since it has pleased God to spare our lives, and to count us

Worthy once more to assemble at this yearly meeting, the design

of which is to promote our union' in love and concord of the

spirit, to encourage one another to faithfulness and watchfulness

in these last critical times, and to strengthen us mutually in the

faith and obedience of the gospel, to warn of dangers, and to re-
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sist with united efforts every evil which threatens to break in,

and especially in difficulties that may arise, on the request of our

beloved brethren, to give our simple advice. There have been at

this time laid before us the following points and queries, which

we have weighed with the word in the fear of the Lord, and ac-

cording to the grace bestowed upon us, have answered the same;

Article 1. Whether it be agreeable to the gospel, as the breth-

ren do, hold elections for teachers and deacons?

Considered that our mode to hold elections is according to

the gospel, and that we do not know how to improve it.

Art. 2. How it is considered when poor members are left

to the overseers of the poor in the township for maintenance?

Considered, that the church to which such a member belongs

ought to investigate the case, and to take, care of her own poor

according to the gospel.

Art. 3. In case one that was a brother, and now Is held in

avoidance, lives at a distance of several hundred miles from a

brother to whom he is owing, and writes back to the brethren

lie would be willing to pay if he knew how much; whether the

latter would have liberty to write to the former how much he

owed him?

Considered, that brethren might state and send such accounts,

as it was always permitted to settle old accounts with such mem-
bers, that are held in avoidance.

Art. 4. About the difference among the brethren in regard

to avoidance—since, as it seems, some know or observe nothing

at all of an avoidance; others take the liberty to eat with or to

greet as brethren those that are put into avoidance, which with

those who feel themselves in duty bound, according to the word,

to observe entirely the avoidance, often times causes temptations

and great oppression.

Considered, that it Is very much to be lamented that such a

difference hath crept in by degrees among the brethren in such

a highly important matter, and that it ought to be the ardent de-

sire and the serious endeavor of all the brethren and members,
and particularly of the elders and teachers, in observing this

evangelic and apostolic ordinance again to come to a perfect

unanimity, whereto *
¥

Art. 5. How it Is considered about the visiting of such per-

sons who apply for baptism; whether they must be visited in all

cases before b ap t i sm ?

Considered, that this is a good practice, and that every where
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if possible it ought to be introduced and observed, without mak-
ing any limits in certain cases to make an exception; and where
this practice is yet unknown, it would be proper to inform the
members thereof, and through thern those that wish to be received
by baptism.

Art. 6. Whether a brother may take the liberty in a civil

lawsuit as defendant to answer for himself or by an attorney, and
in case he should consider himself wronged in the first instance,

whether he is justified to appeal further?

Considered, that a brother, if he is summoned before a magis-
trate, may state his case, but before he would go any further he
ought to ask the counsel of the church, which will be agreeable
with the gospel.

Art. 7. About the more and more increasing evil, that mem-
bers conform so much to the world in building, house furniture,

raiment, etc., and even to have a string of bells upon their horses
at sleighing?

Considered that all the brethren and members, and especial-
ly teachers, ought to oppose and labor against this growing evil,

and to avoid the tinkling of bells as improper for brethren.

Art. 8. Whether we might hold meetings at the houses of

members that are excluded (in the first degree, according to

Matt. 18), or to visit them in the name of the church on their re-

quest?

Considered, that when the excommunicated members appear
to be penitent, and request visit and meeting of the brethren,
it might be readily granted.

Art. 9. Whether it could be allowed for brethren to go to

train (or muster) in the militia?

Considered, that the training or mustering is a preparation
for war, and since we are inclined to peace and a defenseless
state, it would in no wise be proper nor allowable for brethren
to learn war. Isa. 2: 4; Mic. 4: 3.

Art. 10. Whether a public fault could be settled and forgiven
between brother and brother?

Considered, that a publicly committed fault can only be set-
tled before the church, and not between brother and brother,
according to the word of the Lord.

Art. 11. What is to be done with a brother who is erecting

a distillery, and makes and sells ardent spirits?

Considered, that when such a brother has been admonished
once and again, and will not be obedient to the counsel of the

a
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church we could not break the bread of communion with him.

Besides, it is the advice of the old brethren, to dissuade all the

members from the common use of intoxicating drmks, particularly

at buildings, hay-making and harvesting.

Art. 12. How it is considered, when teachers at the begin-

ning of meetings exhort so long, and consume so much time with

speaking before prayer?

Considered that it would be more edifying to make the exhor-

tations as brief as possible, since the apostle teaches that first of

all supplications, prayers, intercessions, etc., be made. 1 lim. Z: 1-4.

Art. 13. About receiving again members that had been ex-

cluded; in what manner it ought to take place?

Considered, that it was hitherto not done the same way as

the reception of newlv-elected teachers or deacons, where the

members do advance toward those elected, but that it was and

is the mode of the brethren, the members to remain in their places,

and the member to be received again to go from one to the other

and thus to be received, if a brother, by the brethren with hand

and kiss, and by the sisters with the hand; and if a sister, by the

brethren with the hand, and by the sisters with hand and kiss.

In conclusion, the brethren agreed to hold our next annual

meeting on Pentecost, 1841, with our brethren in Somerset County,

^'sm-ne^bv Daniel Gerber, David Pfoutz, Daniel Arnold Jacob

Holsinger, Christian Long, George Hoke, John Price, Daniel

Reichard, Abra. Yandt, Michel Dicky, Peter Kober, Isaac Shoe-

maker, Henry Kurtz.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1841.

Somerset County, Ohio.

As it was customary among us from time immemorial, the

old brethren assembled themselves this year again from East and

West, and from North and South, in yearly meeting with Bro.

William Miller, in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, where on the

28th and 29th of May, A. D. 1841, the following points were pre-

sented and taken into serious consideration:

Article 1. Whether it would be right and allowable, accord-

ing to the gospel, for members to buy lottery-tickets?

Considered, that as a species of gambling for gain's sake,

whereby others must necessarily lose, it is wrong, and not al-

lowable" at all for a brother.

Art. 2. Whether the brethren practice feet-washing strictly

according to the gospel?
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Considered, after much conversation and reflection, that feet-

washing, as practiced hitherto by the brethren, is according to

the word, and that the mode, as far as we could learn until now,
could in uO wise be improved.

Art. 3, Whether the brethren have a right to admit friends,

who are not members, to sit down with us at the Lord's Supper,

if there is room?

Considered, that making a proper distinction between the
supper and the communion of the body and blood of Jesus Christ,

there could be no objection to admit friends to the supper, when
there is room.

Art. 4. Whether it is proper for teachers to speak both Ger-

man and English in meetings, when there are only a few English

members, the majority of the church being German?

Considered, that it is right, and our duty, to preach the g"os-

pel to every nation as far as we are able, yet so that in such a
case not too much time ought to be taken up in English.

Art. 5. Whether a brother, consistently with the gospel, can

take the benefit of the law for insolvent debtors?

Considered, that there may be cases where the involving at

first and the consequences thereupon are not at all compatible
with the gospel, and where the church could not hold such as
brethren; and that there may be cases where a brother, by mis-
fortune, may be brought to such extremity, and if he were honest
in his declaration, his application for the benefit of the law might
even be excusable. In all such cases, however, the church has
to investigate the matter, and judge accordingly, and if the church
is at a loss, to call in, as in other cases, the assistance of elders
from other churches.

Art. 6. Whether members may be brought before the coun-

cil of the church, and be judged for a crime only on testimony

from without—i. e., from persons that are not members of the

church?

Considered, that when there is some report abroad of a brother
walking disorderly, or having committed a crime, it is the duty of
the church to send some brethren to the place where the report
has originated, to investigate the matter. If nothing be found
establishing the charge, and the member denying the same after
a close examination, nothing more can be done. Tf there should,
however, some suspicion be created in the members by the gen-
eral conduct of the accused, the church may advise such a mem-
ber not to approach the Lord's table until the matter is cleared
up to the satisfaction of the church. But to disown entirely a
member on testimony only from without, was not considered
right and just according to the gospel.



1841 the Church of the Brethren 73

Art. 7. Whether members may be permitted to obtain and

sell patent-rights for their own inventions?

Considered, that it is not advisable for members to take out

and sell patent-rights.

Art. 8, Whether a teacher has a right to break the bread

of communion to a sick person that is not a member of the

church?

Considered, that a teacher has not any authority in the gos-

pel to do so, but that he should direct such a soul to the mercy
of God in Christ Jesus, and to the terms and promises of the

gospel.

Art. 9. Whether a deacon (visiting brother) may give testi-

mony to what a teacher has said while there is one or more teach-

ers present that have not spoken, and request him to speak?

Considered, that he may, if requested.

Art. 10. Whether a follower of Jesus may attend political

meetings?

Considered, that it is not becoming at all for brethren who
have renounced the world.

Art. 11. Whether it is becoming for a member of the church

of Christ to act as a juror in the courts of our country?

Considered that it would be best not to serve at all even in

civil, but by no means in criminal cases.

Art. 12. What is to be done with a brother or member who

removes into another church without bringing a certificate of

membership along, and who being asked for it is offended by the

request?

Considered, that as it has been decided often heretofore, it is

requisite for members that remove from one church into another
to bring a testimony or certificate along of their standing in the

church from whence they came, and that they ought not to be of-

fended at being asked for the same. Should they refuse still to

procure a certificate, the church to which they came would have

a right to ascertain their standing before receiving them to full

membership.

Art. 13. Whether a brother or member could be judged con-

sistently with the gospel without having a hearing before the

church, with the privilege to defend himself?

Considered, that no brother ought to be brought before the coun-

cil of the church for any accusation without having previous infor-

mation thereof, and without having the privilege of being present



74 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1842

at the hearing of the witnesses, and also of defending himself ac-
cording to the gospel.

Art. 14. Concerning the use of ardent spirits,

It was considered that it is a great evil, leading to vice and
crime, to destruction of peace and property, and to the ruin of
body and soul, and that members of the church of Christ ought
to refrain from the use of it, except as medicine.

Art. 15. In regard to the next yearly meeting, application
having been made heretofore from Swatara Church, in this state,
and this year from Mohiccon Church, in Ohio, and from Pipe
Creek Church, in Maryland^no application being made this year
from Swatara,—the brethren concluded to meet, God willing, in

annual meeting next year, on Pentecost, 1842, with our brethren
at Pipe Creek, in Maryland, in accommodation of the eastern
churches, with the intention of meeting the year following, if the
application is repeated, with our brethren in Ohio.

_
.
Signed by Daniel Gerber, David Pfoutz, Christian Long Dan-

iel Arnold, George Hoke, Abraham Yandt, John Hart, John' Price
Daniel Reichard, Henry Kurtz.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1842.

Beaver Dam, Md.

At the yearly meeting of the ancient brethren, commonly
called German Baptists, held at the Beaver Dam meetinghouse, in
Frederick County, Maryland, the 13th to 15th of May, A. D. 1842,
the following queries were presented, and considered and an-
swered in the fear of the Lord;

Article 1. Whether the sense of the words of our Savior
(Matt. 18), " Let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a pub-
lican/' is the same with the expression of Paul the apostle, when
he says, " Have no company with him." 1 Cor. 5.

. .
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and even in ^e vear

1/^4 (almost fifty years ago) the brethren expressed their senseon the subject, which was read, and the brethren now assembled
generally agreed to the then expressed views, desiring with our de-parted brethren that our dearly beloved brethren would seek tohold fast to the written word of truth, for we fear with them thatwhosoever will depart from it is in great danger to be deceived
in these much contused times. Now he that attends strictly to
the word will see plainly that in Matt. 18 quite another case is
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mentioned than in 1 Cor. 5. There the Savior speaks of sins and

offenses which a brother or sister may commit against a fellow-

member. Here the apostle treats of vices and crimes which may
be committed against God and the truth. And as there is a differ-

ence in the sins, even so is also a difference in the discipline. Al-

ready, under the law, there were some sins unto death, where the

sinner had to die without mercy under two or three witnesses.

Heb. 10: 28. But some sins were not unto death, and could be

atoned for by offerings and sacrifices. Even so there is a differ-

ence in the discipline under the gospel, as we may plainly see

from those passages before alluded to, viz., Matt. 8, and 1 Cor. 5,

if we examine them more closely. Therefore the brethren have

always considered, and we yet consider, that the divine sense

requires to disown a member who will not be told unto when it

has been overtaken in a fault, which might have been atoned for

by an acknowledgment, for his refusing to acknowledge, only so

far as from the church-council, from the breaking of bread, and
from the kiss. But a member that has fallen into gross sins

and vices should be dealt with according to the word of God, as

expressed by the Apostle Paul, viz., " Not to keep company with

such a one, no, not to eat."

Art. 2. Whether it will be to the edification of the church

of God to hold protracted meetings, and to introduce mourning-
benches, in imitation to the new measures adopted by different

sects and denominations?

The brethren generally considered, that it was advisable to

be very cautious, and at all times to keep good order in accord-

ance with the doctrine and example of the apostles, and not to

introduce such innovations like mourning-benches, etc.

Art. 3. Whether our love-feasts could not be held more pri-

vately and oftener?

The advice was to select such times and places as experience

may teach to be most suitable for this purpose.

Art. 4. How it is considered if a brother or sister signs the

pledge of total abstinence?

Considered, that inasmuch as our churches have always been
testifying against intemperance, and

_
even

_
against the free use,

the making and selling of ardent spirits, it is not advisable for

members to put their hands to the pledge, or to meddle with the

proceeding and excitement of the world on this subject.

Art. 5. Whether the queries to be submitted to the yearly

meeting should not be laid first before the individual church, and

be sent with their consent?

Considered, that queries in relation to a particular church
ought to be brought in with the counsel of that church, but a

brother should not be presented thereby to present any question
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that may occur unto him as important and necessary to be con-
sidered.

Art. 6. Whether it be proper for a brother who is elected

to speak the word, to serve at arbitrations or on juries, etc.?

Considered, as it has been often heretofore, that brethren
would do best at all times, if it be avoidable, not to serve, except
there is reason to hope that peace may be promoted thereby.

Art. 7, Whether it be right for a brother to deliver a lec-

ture on temperance, if requested?

Considered, as our commission is to preach the gospel, that
we should do so and inculcate temperance as well as other virtues;
but to hold lectures on the subject of temperance exclusively was
considered not to be advisable for a brother.

Art. 8. Whether a person who was married, and whose partner
broke the marriage vow by fornication, may marry again accord-
ing to the gospel, after obtaining a bill of divorce?

Considered, that according to the word of God, Matt. 5: 31,
32; 19: 3-10; Mark 10: 2-12; Luke 16: 18, and 1 Cor. 7: 10, 11, 39,
a person cannot marry again while the first companion lives, and
that the gospel considers not only the person that would marry
again after being divorced, but also the person who would marry
the divorced party, as adulterers.

Art. 9. How it is considered, when brethren who are not or-

dained, in the presence of ordained brethren, without being re-

quested, take the lead at public meetings, and at morning and
evening worship; seat themselves at the head of the table, and
call upon ordained brethren to be free?

Considered, that order is an essential ride of the house of
God, and that it would be most praiseworthy if all the brethren
did try in honor to prefer one another, and each one to be faith-
ful in his station, not seeking the uppermost scats, nor forgetting
the advice of the apostle (1 Pet. 5: 5), "Ye younger, submit your-
selves unto the elder."

Art. 10. How it is considered, when a man who holds the
office of justice of the peace, is received by baptism as a member
in the church, and is permitted to continue in his office until the
time should expire for which he was elected; and how it is con-
sidered when a brother, or even a deacon, is elected to the same
office of justice of the peace, and enters upon the duties of the
same?

Considered, that in case a man who holds such an office is

convinced of the truth, and becomes willing to obey the gospel,
it appears to us there would be no great "difficulty to convince

>
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him also that he cannot serve two masters, nor be at the same time

a follower of the Lamb and a servant of the world; and as to a

brother, or even a deacon, in the church to serve in such an office,

it was considered quite inconsistent with the gospel we profess,

and that it ought not to be.

Art. 11. Whether it be allowable for brethren to collect debts

by force of law, and what is to be done with a brother who uses

the power of the law, and justifies himself in the same?

Considered, as always was done by the brethren, that we have

no right according to the gospel to use the rigor of the law in

collecting debts, and that a brother who has done so falls into

the judgment of the church.

Art. 12. Whether a church has the right to make resolutions,

framed by men, binding on its members?

Considered, by the elders, and answered thus: If the reso-

lutions are founded upon and in accordance with the gospel to

which we are all bound, they are binding; but if they are not ac-

cording and even contrary to the gospel, we can not be bound to

observe them, and no church can make them binding.

Art. 13. As to the next yearly meeting, invitations had been

sent from Mohiccon, Ohio, from Conestoga and Conowago, Penn-

sylvania, and from Botetourt, in Virginia; the Swatara Church

having withdrawn their request, stating that circumstances did

not permit them at present to repeat their invitation. It was fi-

nally concluded that the brethren will meet in yearly meeting

next year on Thursday before Pentecost, 1843, God willing, at

Mohiccon church, west of Wooster, Ohio.

Signed by the following brethren—Daniel Gerber, Christian

Long, John Beeghly, John Price, Dan. Bollinger, David Pfoutz,

Jacob Pfoutz, Christ, Jan sen, David Ecker, John Sprogle, George
Hoke, Jacob Long, And. Spanogle, John Gerber, James Tracey,

Henry Kurtz.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1843.

Mohican Church, Wayne County, Ohio.

At the yearly meeting of the ancient brethren, commonly

called " German Baptists," held on Friday and Saturday before

Pentecost (June 2d and 3d), A. D. 1843, in Mohican Church, at

Bro. John Shoemaker's, west of Wooster, Wayne County, Ohio,

the following queries were presented, and publicly discussed and

answered in the fear of the Lord:

Article 1. Is it agreeable with the word of God for a deacon



78 Minutes of Annual Meeting of

(visiting brother) to stand up in public meeting and exhort, when
sufficient time has been spent already?

Considered, that according to the word of God " all things
should be done decently and in order"; and as teaching is the
proper office of the teachers* and not of the deacons, they ought
not to go any further than their calling requires of them, where
it is not necessary, and it would not be advisable for a teacher
to urge them (the deacons) any further than duty calls them.

Art. 2. Whether a brother may refuse the kiss to a brother

who hath committed a fault—for instance, getting intoxicated

—

ere he has been brought and judged before the council of the

church?

Considered, that though a member could not be required to
salute a brother with the kiss while in a state of intoxication, it

is still our duty, first to tell the fault unto the church, and to
await its decision, before we withdraw ourselves from a member.

Art. 3. Whether a teacher has a right, in his exhortation to

prayer, to give liberty to those who do not choose to bow down
with us, to rise up in prayer?

Considered, that we are to exhort our hearers to humility in
prayer, and as it is generally the case, to bow down on our knees;
but where there is no room, or where the ground does not permit
kneeling, the brethren could see no wrong in permitting in such
or another case of necessity to rise up on our feet in prayer.

Art. 4. Whether members may take the liberty to go to

prayer-meetings, etc., of other persuasions, to take part in them,

and to permit and invite ministers of other persuasions to hold
meetings in their (the members') own houses?

Considered, that as we have come into very perilous times,
according to the word of our Savior (Matt. 24: 22-26), and of his
apostles (1 Tim. 4, and 2 Peter 2, etc.) and we therefore have
the greatest reason to be seriously on our guard; that prayer is an
important part of worship, which must be performed in spirit

and in truth in order to be pleasing in the sight of God; that con-
sequently true inward union in prayer with such that are not in

one spirit and in the same truth with us can not be thought of;
that under these considerations it would be the safest course not
to go to such places, nor to take part in such exercises, much less
to invite or to receive teachers of whom we may know before-
hand that they will not bring the whole apostolic doctrine in order
to hold meetings in our houses. 2 John 10.

Art. 5. Whether a brother is put into avoidance, according to

the words of Paul (1 Cor. 5), and his wife and children, being
members in the church, have company with him, as it happens
in a family, how the church hath to treat them, or whether there
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is a difference between the wife and the children, who are yet

under the lawful age; and how we are to do when there is a differ-

ence of opinion about the withdrawing of the hand from those

that are in avoidance:
1

Considered, though we are always truly sorry when such a

case occurs, where we must put a member into avoidance, and

feel sincere compassion for those that suffer immediately under

it, yet we cannot set aside this apostolic ordinance, and do really

believe that the more strictly it is observed by all the members,
and especially by the nearest relations, the more powerful it

would operate to the salvation of the fallen member; but in case

a wife could not withdraw from fellowship with the husband to

be avoided, it was always considered that such a member could

not break the bread of communion while so doing, and we do

conceive that children are in the same predicament, either to

withdraw fellowship with the parent in avoidance or not to break

bread; and in regard to withdrawing the hand, it was considered

that when the church concludes to withdraw even the hand, the

members should all unite in observing the same.

Art. 6. Whether the ordination of a brother can be frustrated,

when the whole church is united on the subject, with the excep-

tion of one or a few members?

Considered, that in case the ordination of a brother is judged

as necessary and proper by the church and the ordained brethren

from a distance, and there could be no weighty
<

objection made
by those that are of another opinion in this matter, they

ought to acquiesce in it, and the ordination might go on accord-

ing to the desire of the church.

Art. 7. When a large church, by common consent, has been

divided into several districts, and in one of these districts it is

found necessary to hold an election for teachers and deacons,

whether the members of such district alone are entitled to vote,

or whether the members of the other districts have a right to vote

also?

Considered, that when such a division takes place by common
consent, for the greater convenience of members and of meet-

ings, Ave understand it that henceforth these several districts

are to form so many particular churches, though they may be

under the superintendence of but one bishop, and that conse-

quently when one of these districts, or one of these particular

churches stands in need of laborers, and has to hold an election,

it would be as improper for the members of the other districts

to vote at such election as it would be for members from other

churches that never formed a part of the old and large district. In

case there were no express word for such things, we think we
may safely follow the Apostle Paul, when he says (1 Cor. 11: 14),

"Doth not nature itself teach you" what is proper?
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Art. 8. How it might be considered when, at an election for

teachers and deacons, absent members do send their votes with
other members?

^Considered, that since the promise of our Savior is given,
Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there

am I in the midst of them" (Matt. 18: 20), in such important
church affairs this promise belongs only to those that arc assem-
bled, and not to those that are absent; the brethren generally have
acted upon that ground, and not taken any vote from absent
members.

Art. 9. How it is considered, when in an important case a

visit in the church is performed, and the case laid before the mem-
bers, and some of them would give their opinion or judgment to

the visiting brethren, but did not come themselves to the council-
meeting, whether in that case the report of the visiting brethren
may be

#
considered as if the members themselves were present?

Considered, in case of a judgment on a matter that has not
yet been investigated by the church, in the same light as the ques-
tion before. But in case of a testimony, where the member could
not come personally, we would have to receive it through the
visiting brethren as if the member himself were present.

Art. 10. Whether a complaint against a member may be
taken up in the church, that is of several years' standing?

Considered, that this depends in a great measure upon cir-
cumstances. In complaints of a private nature, between brother
and brother, the course which our Savior prescribes (Matt. 18)
ought to be pursued; and when we have taken the two first steps
toward a reconciliation, without being satisfied, then " tell it un-
to the church," is [he Savior's command; and when the yearly
visit has gone round, and the bread of communion hath been brok-
en and we neglected to obey this command, the church is not
bound afterward^ to take up our complaint. But in case a fault
had been committed by a member, and was not known to the
complaining member until after a length of time, it is still his
duty to tell it unto the church, and the complaint is to be taken
up by the church.

Art. 11. Whether a teacher, that is not ordained, can ex-
communicate a deacon or visiting brother on but one brother's
testimony, and with only twelve members in council?

The view of the brethren assembled is, that in consideration
of the words of the apostle (1 Tim. 5: 19): "Against an elder
(which word is taken in the New Testament' sometimes in a more
limited, and at other times in a more general sense, and may in-
clude all those to whom is intrusted an office in the church,) re-
ceive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses." In
consideration again, that as a brother that is not ordained, ought
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not to hold an election and install teachers or deacons, so none
ought to be excommunicated without ordained brethren being
present; and in consideration lastly, that in such a case all the
members of the church, or as many as possible, ought to be pres-
ent, we could not approve of such a proceeding.

Art. 12. How it is considered when one teacher commonly
consumes as much time as two, three, and four hours," in one

meeting, speaking continually?

The unanimous opinion of the brethren was, that inasmuch
as God is a God of order, and such long-continued discourses
must needs be fatiguing, both to the teacher and the hearers,
cause disorder, and deprive other teachers of the opportunity to
speak, to the edification of the church, this conduct is out of all

order, and ought not to be, and it would always be best not to
prolong our meetings beyond the usual time,

Art. 13. As to the next Yearly Meeting, there was but one

invitation, viz., from our brethren on Big Conowago, Pennsyl-

vania (the brethren from Bodetourt, in Virginia, making applica-

tion for the year 1845), and it was finally concluded that the breth-

ren will meet in Yearly Meeting, next year, on Thursday before

Pentecost, 1844, God willing, with the church on Big Conowago,
York County, Pennsylvania.

Signed by the following brethren: George Hoke, John Brow-
er, John Hart, George Shively, Henry Metzger, Joseph Showalter,
Isaac Beery, John Cable, Daniel Miller, John Shoemaker, James
Tracy, Henry Kurtz.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1844.

Conewago, Pa.

At the Yearly Meeting of the brethren, sometimes called

German Baptists, held at the house of Bro. Peter Deardorff, on
Big Conowago, in York County, Pennsylvania, on Friday and
Saturday before Pentecost, May 24th and 25th, A. D. 1844, three

brethren from Ohio, four from Pennsylvania, three from Virginia,

and two from Maryland, were chosen as a committee, and the fol-

lowing points and queries were laid before, and considered by
them, in the fear of the Lord, in public council-meeting:

Article 1. About the laying on of hands on deacons.

This query has been before the Annual Meetings of 1838 and
1839, and the brethren generally considered, that since there is

no direct command to do so in the New Testament, and on the
contrary the apostle gives advice (1 Tim. 5: 12), " Lay hands

6
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suddenly on no man," it would be best to proceed in this matter

as the brethren of old have done. This is, however, laid down with

this proviso, that if any brother could throw more light on the

subject, it might be presented again to the next Annual Meeting.

Art. 2. Whether there must be something of the supper on

the table when feet-washing is observed?

This query has been likewise presented several times before

this, and the brethren do still consider that they could not see

a better way " to have all things done decently and in order,"

than the one hitherto followed. 1 Cor. 14: 40.

Art. 3. Whether a brother may go to the legislative assem-

bly, as a representative of the people, agreeably with the gospel?

Considered, that though we look upon the higher powers of

this world as being of God, for the protection of the pious, etc.,

and desire to be thankful to God for the benefits we enjoy under
our government, and feel it our duty to pray fervently and
daily for the same, we can not see how a follower of the meek
and lowly Savior can seek and accept an office of this kind con-

sistently with the gospel he professeth. (See Matt., 20: 25-28;

Mark 10: 42-46; Luke 22: 25; John 17: 16, etc.)

Art. 4. In regard to the difference, in the form of words,

which the brethren use in baptism, it was, after a free discussion,

Considered, since in the practice of a threefold immersion of

the. kneeling candidate, and in the use of the words of our Savior
(Matt. 28: 19), " In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost," we are all perfectly agreed, to lay the mat-
ter down as heretofore, and to bear with one another in love, yet

so that the teachers in one and the same church, or district, ought
to use the same form. (See 1 Cor. 1: 10).

Art. 5. About singing in different voices, at public meetings.

Considered that the singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual

songs, is a part of divine worship, which we ought to perform
always in the spirit, and in truth, and with solemnity; to be watch-
ful, that nothing in our singing should detract our minds from the

serious contemplation of what we sing; that we ought to avoid
such light tunes which make us merry rather than serious; and
that our singing should always tend more to the glory of God,
than to the tickling of the outward ear. 1 Cor. 14: 15; Eph. 5:

19: Col. 3: 16.

Art. 6. Whether it be allowable for brethren to collect debts

by force of law,

Considered that no brother has any right, in the gospel, to

sue at law. Luke 3: 14; Matt. 5: 38, etc., 6: 12, etc.

Art. 7. How is considered the difference in doctrine, that
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some teach faith before repentance, and others repentance before

faith?

This query had been before a council meeting, some years

ago, and was answered thus: ." Considered, that the difference

arises when the word is not rightly divided. The apostle teach*

eth us that the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel

from faith to faith. Rom. 1: 17. And again, that he who cometh

to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them

that diligently seek him. Heb. 11: 6. Out of this faith, when it

is quickened, repentance will come; and when the repentant sin-

ner hears and receives the blessed gospel, an evangelical and sav-

ing faith will issue therefrom, which worketh by love, and maketh
itself known by keeping the commandments." To which the pres-

ent brethren fully assented.

Art. 8. In case where man and wife are both members, and it

so happens that the church would have occasion to hold one or the

other in avoidance, and after being held thus, say two or more

years, without manifesting any fruits of sincere repentance, which

would be the most prudent course to take in behalf of the com-

panion of such thus held in avoidance?

Considered, that though we sincerely pity the innocent party,

if there has no change taken place in the state of the fallen mem-
ber, there can be no change in the course of the church toward

such a member. But of this, each church must judge according

to existing circumstances. (See 2 Cor. 2; 5.)

Art. 9. What to do in case a member, on a sick or death-bed,

requests to have the bread of communion broken unto?

Considered, that the word of God does not seem to us to

justify the breaking of the bread of communion to an individual

member (for where there is but one, there can be no communion),

and that therefore we would be more safe to direct such a mem-
ber to the grace and mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and to the ad-

vice of the apostle (James 5: 14), where he says: "Is any sick

among you, let him call for the elders of the church, and let

them pray over him, anointing him with oil, in the name of the

Lord," etc. If they still insist upon partaking of the bread and

wine,' in remembrance of their dying Savior, they might be grati-

fied, as it has been done heretofore, if there should be a love-feast

in the neighborhood, by sending to them of the blessed bread and

wine, or by holding a small love-feast at the right time and in

the proper order at their houses.

Art. 10. How a brother is to proceed when application is

made for baptism, in a place where there are no brethren to coun-

sel with?

Considered, that if a brother is authorized to baptize, and has

taught them according to the gospel, and feels himself satisfied,
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he may proceed; but a brother who is not authorized to baptize,
ought to inform other brethren, who have the authority to ad-
minister baptism. The Savior always sent his disciples by two
and two. Mark 6; 7; Luke 10: 1, etc.

Art. 11, Whether our brethren have the liberty, in cases of

funerals, to let preachers of other denominations preach in their

houses?

Considering circumstances, such as a burying-ground being
on the farm of a brother, the weather being inclement, etc., such
liberty could not be denied to brethren.

Art. 12. How it is considered, if a member makes an open
transgression, and refuses to come to the church to acknowledge
it, though he declares his willingness to make acknowledgments
before some brethren?

It was considered that such private confession could not be
counted sufficient, since the word says (1 Tim. 5: 20): "Them that
sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear."

Regarding the next Yearly Meeting, invitations were sent
from Bodetourt and Roanoke, in Virginia, from Conestoga, in
Lancaster County, and from Andidum Church, in Franklin County,
Pennsylvania; and the brethren concluded that it should take
place, God willing, on Friday before Pentecost, 1845, in Bodetourt
or Roanoke, in Virginia.

Signed by the committee—David Pfoutz, Christian Long, John
Price, And. Spanogle, of Pennsylvania; George Hoke, Geo. Shive-
ly, Henry Kurtz, of Ohio; John Bowman, Benj. Bowman, Daniel
Miller, of Virginia; John Gerber, Jacob Long, of Maryland; and
the following other brethren: Peter Nead, John Mineely, Peter
Long, John H. Umstad, Jacob Pfoutz, Jacob Brubacher.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1845.

Roanoke, Va.

At the Yearly Meeting of the brethren, held at the house of

Bro. Daniel Barnhart. in Roanoke County, Virginia, on Friday
and Saturday before Pentecost, May 9th and 10th, A. D. 1845, all

the ordained brethren present were appointed as a committee fco

receive the messages from the different churches, and to bring
in the points and queries which were to be laid before the Yearly
Meeting, for discussion, in the fear of God. They were as fol-

lows:

Article 1. In regard to the difference in the form of words
which the brethren use in baptism,

Considered by the committee, to let this matter rest as it
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was laid down last year (see Art. 4), more especially since the

brethren and churches are not so generally represented as it

would be desirable in such an important matter.

Art. 2. In regard to receiving colored members into the

church,

Considered, to leave it to the counsel of every individual

church, as it is done in all cases; but if colored persons are once
received* as members into the church, the members should be at

liberty to salute them in like manner as white members, at the

same time having patience with those who may be weak in the
faith, and can not do so. The assembled elders, however, con-
sider it as the more perfect way, to which we all should strive to

come, viz., that love, which makes no distinction in the brother-
hood in this respect. (See James 2: 1-10.)

Art. 3. In regard to hiring slaves,

Considered but little better than purchasing and holding
slaves, and that it would be best for a follower of Jesus Christ to

have nothing at all to do with slavery.

Art. 4. In regard to usury and increase,

Considered that as it was against the law of Moses, and could
not be otherwise than against the gospel of Christ, which com-
mands us " to lend where we hope for nothing again,"' we should
be very careful not to ask or take more than lawful interest, and
keep an open hand for the poor, to lend them even without in-

terest.

Art. 5. In regard to our being altogether defenseless, not

to withstand the evil, but overcome evil with good,

Considered, that the nearer we follow the bright example of
the Lamb of God, who willingly suffered the cross, and prayed
for his enemies; who, though heir of all things, had on earth not
where to lay his head—the more we shall fulfill our high calling

and obtain grace to deny ourselves for Christ's and his gospel's

sake, even to the loss of our property, our liberty, and our lives.

Art. 6. In regard to members conforming too much with the

world in fashionable dressing, building and ornamenting houses

in the style of those high in the world,

Considered that it is a dangerous and alarming evil, and ought
not to be among the humble followers of the lowly Jesus.

Art. 7. How it is considered, if brethren will force themselves

into the ministry, without consent from the elders, and some of the

members encourage them in it?

Considered, that inasmuch as it appears by the words of

James, chapter 3: 1, by the word of our Savior (John 10: 1),



86 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1845

and of Paul (Heb. 5: 4-7), there is a right way and also a wrong
way to enter into the ministry—the wrong way being when one is

taking this honor unto himself, and the right way, when one is

called of God, by the church, which is the body of Christ, and

the order of which calling to the ministry is found described in the

Acts of the Apostles. Brethren ought to be very cautious when
they feel a desire to preach the gospel, that they do not take the

wrong way; rather humble than elevate themselves, and be fully

assured that if the Lord wants their services, he has all power
in heaven and on earth to bring about their calling to it in the

right order and in due time; but if such brethren would still go

out of the way, appoint and hold meetings, against the counsel

of the church, the church would have to hold them as disobedient

members, according to Matt. 17, and members generally ought

to be very careful not to encourage and support such brethren in

their disorderly proceedings.

Art. 8. How it is considered, if brethren will rebel against the

counsel held at council-meetings, and say, it is an abomination to

God?

Considered, that such a brother should be visited and exhorted,

and if he would not hear and obey the admonition, he could not

be held as a brother.

Art. 9. How it is considered, if brethren are accused by the

mouth of two or three witnesses, of honest moral character, but

not being members, and their testimony against those members

agrees, that they were guilty of drunkenness, or any other crime,

and the church has cause to believe such testimony, from other

circumstances, but the brethren so accused, deny the charge?

Considered, as in the year 1841, Art. 6, that such members
might be advised not to approach the Lord's table until the matter
is cleared up to the satisfaction of the church; but to judge a

brother on testimony from without alone, and without his own
confession, would not be just, according to the gospel.

Art. 10. How it is considered, when a brother is carrying on

a distillery? .

Considered in the same light as our ancient brethren did six-

ty-two years ago, in an annual council-meeting held on Pipe
Creek, in Maryland, June 7, 1783, where they said: " Of this old and
offensive evil which has been breaking into the church, and by
which already much harm has been done, the counsel of the breth-

ren having often been given that distilleries ought to be done away
by members in the church, that they concluded at this time unan-

imously to exhort those brethren that have distilleries, that they

should put them away; and when they have been exhorted once
and again in sincere love, and they would still not obey the counsel

of the church, and put away this disgustful image, the brethren

could not break the bread of communion with them, and should
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also withdraw from them the kiss and church counsel, and that

so long until they became willing again to be told, as they have

promised in the beginning, at their baptism before God and many
witnesses."

Art. 11. The question about the laying on of hands on deacons

having been brought again before the Yearly Meeting, and being

of such consequence and importance,

It was considered, that since our churches are not generally rep-

resented—not one brother from Pennsylvania and Maryland, and

also not many of our elder brethren, whose counsel had been

given last year on this article, being present at this time— it would
be best to refer this question to the next Annual Meeting, recom-
mending the same to the consideration of all the churches.

Art. 12. About practicing feet-washing more according to

the example of Christ,

Considered, as in 1841, that our practice hitherto was accord-

ing to the Word, and that we could not improve it.

Art. 13. About the order of Annual Meetings,

Concluded to refer the consideration of this query to the next

Yearly Meeting, for the same reasons as in Art. 11, and with the

same recommendation to the consideration of all the churches.

Art. 14. Whether a brother has a right to withdraw the hiss

from a brother without the decision of the church?

Considered, that inasmuch as our Savior directs us in a case

of offense to use all means to gain our brother (see Matt. 18), the

gospel allows no brother to withdraw the kiss until the church has

so decided.

Art. 15. How is it viewed, when there are persons and mem-

bers in a meeting, some not understanding the English, and others

not the German (language), and there are some members still

opposing the use of both languages?

Considered, that the commission of our Savior (Matt. 18: 19)

commands us, and the love of Christ constrains us (2 Cor. 5: 14),

to preach the gospel to all nations, and in every tongue, as far

as we are able. (See also Yearly Meeting 1841, Art. 4.)

[At the special Yearly Meeting in Indiana, 1845, question

6 was, "Whether in a council-meeting of the church the gospel
will allow such as are not members to be admitted?" and the an-

swer was: Considered, that inasmuch as our Savior directs us
(Matt. 18) the course we are to take with an offending brother,

to tell it in the last step unto the church, it seemed to be obvious
by (or in) the gospel, that those who do not belong to the church
ought not to be in council.]

Art. 16, As to the place and time of our next Yearly Meet-
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ing, besides the former invitations from our brethren on Cones-

toga, Lancaster County, and on Andidum, Franklin County, Penn-

sylvania, there were also invitations from East Tennessee and

from Indiana, and it was concluded that a general council-meet-

ing should be held, God willing, this fall, in Elkhart County, In-

diana, on the 26th and 27th of September 1845, and the next An-

nual Meeting should take place, if it please the Lord, in the Con-

estoga church, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, on Friday and

Saturday before Pentecost, in the next coming year of the Lord,

Signed by George Shively, Abraham Crtimpacker, Peter

Frantz, John Bowman, Benjamin Bowman, Daniel Barnhart, Pe-

ter Miller, Peter Nead, Christian Bowman, Samuel Garber, Aus-
tin Hylton, John Gerber, John Kline, Henry Kurtz.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1846.

Trout Creek, Lancaster Co., Pa.

On the 29th day of May, A. D. 1846, the brethren convened

in Annual Meeting at the house of Bro. John Royer, on Trout

Creek, in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and the meeting being

opened with singing, exhortation, and prayer, it was concluded

that all the ordained elders present should retire, as a committee

to receive all those matters which were to be laid before the Year-

ly Meeting, and these were as follows:

Article 1. As regards the way and manner of holding An-

nual Meetings, so as to enjoy more order, convenience, and sat-

isfaction,

Considered, in the fear of the Lord, that the counsel of the

Yearly Meeting in the year 1837, in this respect, was proper and
expedient, if observed, and that the best plan will not mend the

matter if it is not carried out. Different plans were proposed,

and after a long discussion and mature reilection, it was resolved

to make no material change but this: That our western brethren
shall have the privilege of taking the Yearly Meeting every other
year, if they request it, and that our eastern brethren should not
fail to attend the same; that it should be explicitly understood
and given out, that Friday and Saturday there will only be private
council-meeting—all the ordained elders to form the committee
to take in and bring before the meeting those matters to be con-
sidered. The public meeting should be on Sunday, and, if pos-
sible, not in the same place where the council meeting is held.

Art. 2. Whether any individual member has a right to bring
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queries before the Yearly Meeting ere they have passed the coun-
cil of the church?

Considered, that It is proper to bring all queries with the
counsel of the church.

Art. 3. About the laying on of hands on deacons.

On this much and long-agitated question, it Was finally laid
down as the safest way to continue as heretofore. The objec-
tion—that it was an apostolic order, which ought to be observed—was answered, that (supposing the apostles had laid their hands
upon the deacons, which in our apprehension can not be made
evident), as little as a single walk of a few men through a wilder-
ness will make a road or beaten track, just as little a thing once
done makes it an order, and that if the example of the chosen
seven (Acts 7) having had hands laid on them, would have to be ob-
served, as some, of our beloved brethren understand it, then we
would also have to imitate the example of the same church, which
had all tilings common, and sold their possessions and goods,
and parted them to all men, as every man had need. Acts 2: 44,
45. But since we do not find in any other church established by
the apostles any thing similar, and since there is also no testimony
that the apostles ever after practiced the laying on of hands on
the heads of the deacons, our beloved brethren will not think hard
of us, if under these and other considerations, we abide by that
practice with which so many faithful brethren in our churches
have been introduced to the office of deacons and speakers of
the Word.

Art. 4. Ts there, in the churches of the brethren, any ma-
terial difference among the bishops, so that one has more power
than another?

Considered, that according to the word of our Savior (Matt.
23: 8), "One is your master, even Christ: and all ye are brethren;"
there is no difference in the brotherhood or among bishops but
that which a higher age and more wisdom and experience may
give. See 1 Pet. 5: 5: "Ye younger, submit yourselves unto the
elder."

Art. 5. If a member sinneth or is disobedient, so that he is

separated from the church, whether he should be publicly ex-
communicated, as well as he has been publicly received into the
church?

Considered_ that as we do not receive members Into the church
without the private counsel of the church, so it would be incon-
sistent with the gospel to exclude them in any other way than by
the private counsel of the church.

Art. 6. Whether one that is called a brother, and has com-
mitted any gross crime, such as drunkenness, blasphemy, forni-

cation, etc., can continue to be a member in the body of Christ,

if he confesses his fault and promises to do better; whether the
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church may forgive him or whether he ought not to be expelled,

until he shows forth fruits meet for repentance?

Considered, that though we can conceive of extraordinary

cases of such total contrition of heart, similar to that kind of

leprosy (See Levit. 13: 12-17) which broke out abroad in the skin,

and the leprosy cover all the skin of him that hath the plague,

from his head even to his foot, and where the priest was to con-
sider him clean; and so the church, likewise, may unanimously
feel satisfied with such signs of genuine repentance, and may be
willing to forgive at once on his full confession, yet in most cases

it is the safest way, in the first place to obey the instruction of

the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 5), and to excommunicate such a member
with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, that the spirit may be

saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

Art. 7. Whether a brother may work in distilleries for wages,

and whether a brother who owns a mill may buy, sell, and chop

grain for distilleries?

Considered, that as the use of ardent spirits is always danger-

ous to the well-being of society, and the brethren frequently have
testified against the making and using of the same, it would be

best for brethren not to have any thing to do with it in any shape
or form.

Art. 8. About brethren making a will, and treating their chil-

dren very unequally without a cause.

Considered, that though we would not by any means infringe

upon the right of a parent to make a free disposition of his worldly

goods in his last will, it would be advisable for a Christian father

not to make a great difference among his children without a good
cause, and that it would be best to treat children as much alike

as possible, so that love and peace many be preserved among them.

Art. 9. Is a brother that was a speaker or deacon, and lias

moved into another church, properly reinstalled in his office, if

an ordained brother takes the counsel of the church, and an-

nounces the same to him, without he being received by the mem-
bers with hand and kiss?

Considered unanimously, by the elders, that inasmuch as he
was properly received into his office, by the church in which he
was chosen, he would he sufficiently established.

Art. 10. About pride, in its various forms, which is creeping

into the church,

It is thought highly necessary that the Yearly Meeting in-

struct and urge it upon all the overseers of the churches to see

especially to that matter, and protest strongly against all manner
of superfluity and vanity, such as building fine houses, and having
paintings, carpetings, and costly furniture, etc., together with the
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adorning of the body too much after the fashion of the world.

We believe that we should deny ourselves, and abstain from these

things, especially the laborers in the Word, who are called to

be ensamples of the flock.

Art. 11. How it is considered by this Yearly Meeting if

brethren, who do not wear their beard, are to be advanced to ad-

minister baptism and the breaking of bread, or even are to be or-

dained?

Considered, that we are much grieved; also, in this respect a

deviation and want of self-denial is becoming apparent here and

there, and that it would be well and laudable if we would not

only keep in remembrance, but also put in practice, the example

and advice of our beloved old brethren. In 1822 (twenty-four

years ago), the query had been asked, "Whether a brother might

be chosen to baptize and to break the bread of communion who
does not wear his beard?" and was considered that, according to

the image of God (in which man was created), and according to

the image of Christ, we ought to wear the beard; and that a

brother should not be advanced so far, who could not deny him-

self in this respect." In 1804 (forty-two years ago), the query

came up, "Whether, if it be required', we might ordain a brother,

as a bishop, who shaves off his beard?" and was considered, that,

"as God created man with a beard, and again, God commanded
his people, in the law (of Moses), and especially the priests of

God, not to cut off the beard, and also, Christ, our master and our

example, together with his disciples, may become our_ pattern in

this respect—in consideration of these and other Scriptures and
examples, it could not well be done in a sound faith and with a

clear conscience."

Art. 12. Whether it is agreeable with the gospel for a sister,

who is the widow of a brother, whose property wdll not suffice

to pay his debts, for herself to claim her full third of the estate,

if the laws of the land allow her?

Considered, that she has full power to keep what the law al-

lows her; but if there be poor creditors, and she, having a large

dower, she ought to be as charitable as her circumstances will

permit.

Art. 13. As to the next Yearly Meeting, again request was

made by our brethren in Tennessee for a general meeting on the

4th of September next, which was granted by the assembled eld-

ers.* It will, therefore, by the permission of the Lord, take place

The following queries are the counsels given by the meeting here

alluded to:

Article 1. How, and whether a brother can be received who had
been expelled from the church for selling and bill-of-saling away his

slaves, and afterward wishes to be received again? Considered, that
such a brother cannot be reinstated until he has useft every exertion

in his power to liberate them, and make full satisfaction to the church.
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on said time at the meeting-house near Bro. Joseph Bowman's,

in Washington County, East Tennessee. The brethren from the

church at Antedum, in Franklin County, Pennsylvania, made again

application for the next Pentecostal meeting, which was likewise

granted, and the brethren will, therefore, if the Lord permit,

convene in Annual Meeting in the vicinity of Waynesboro', Frank-

lin County, Pennsylvania, on Thursday before Pentecost, A. D.

1847.

Signed by the following brethren—David Pfoutz, George Hoke,
Jacob Pfoutz, Christian Long, John Bouman, Dan. Bollinger,

Andre Spanogle, Peter Nead, Dan. Miller, Dan. Bernhart, Jacob
Fahrney, John Funk, Peter Long, Dan. Fretz, John Price, John
H. Urnstad, James H. Tracey, David Shallenberger, Henry Kurtz.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1847.

Franklin Co., Pa.

It was on the 21st day of May, A. D. 1847, that the brethren

from the East, West, North, and South assembled in Annual

Meeting at the house of Bro. Isaac Deardorff, in Franklin County,

Pennsylvania, and on the day following entered upon the busi-

ness of the church, which seemed to be somewhat involved in

clouds, and these appeared to lower themselves and become dark-

er. This produced an anxious concern for the future peace and

welfare of the church, and at length t lie Lord in mercy was pleased

once more to smile upon his troubled children, and to grant them

a joyful expectation of his helping his servants in the arduous

task before them. Thus, then, the points and queries presented

Art. 2. How is it considered for a bishop, with a few members, to

expel a member without taking the counsel of the church? Considered,
that in all such important matters the church must be counseled.

Art. 3. Whether we should give liberally to preachers of other
denominations to speak in our stated meetings? Considered, that it

would not be allowed, according to the gospel. (See 2 John 9: 10.)

Art. 4. Whether a deacon can be ordained to the office of bishop?
Considered, that we have no authority for so doing. (See 1 Tim. 3:

10, and 5: 2 2.)

Art. 5. Whether a deacon should fill appointments in the absence
of the minister? Considered, that he may; by singing, pVaying, ex-
horting, and reading the Scriptures, but that he is not to preach until

he is legally authorized by the church.
Art. 6. Whether a deacon has a right to appoint meetings and

preach without being authorized by the church? Considered, that he
has no authority for so doing, but that he should try to discharge the
duties incumbent upon him in the office for which he has been set
apart.

Art. 7. Is it obligatory for all the members of the church to

wash feet, to follow the example of Christ? Ans. That we should
make no change in the observance of this ordinance, but that every
member should, as soon as possible, fulfill this command: "Ye ought
to wash one another's feet."
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were considered and discussed, with rather unusual unanimity, in

the fear of the Lord, as follows:

Article 1. Whether we could not amend our plan in holding

our Yearly Meetings, that the business might be conducted more
quietly and orderly?

Concluded, in regard to our Yearly Meetings, that the breth-
ren meet on Saturday, before Pentecost, and have public meeting
till Sunday evening. Love-feast to be held either on Saturday or
Sunday evening, at the option of the church where the Yearly
Meeting is held. On Monday the council-meetiiig to begin, and
continue until all the business is transacted or disposed of. The
council to consist of delegates, not more than two, to be sent from
each church, with a written certificate, containing, also, the queries
to be presented (by the church whom the}r represent) to the Year-
ly Meeting. The delegates to constitute a committee of the whole,
o receive and examine all matters communicated to the Yearly
Meeting, and to arrange all the queries and questions for public
discussion; and after they are publicly discussed, and the general
sentiments heard, then the delegates are to decide; and if two-
thirds or more of the delegates agree, let the decision thus made
be final; but if the nature of the case be such that two-thirds do
not give their consent, let it be delayed, until it receives the voice
of at least two-thirds of the legal representatives. The Yearly
Meetings to be attended by as many teachers and members as may
think proper to do so, and the privilege in discussion to be free
and open to all who may desire to participate in the same, as
heretofore.

Art. 2, Whether a brother or sister, whose companion has

broken the marriage vow by fornication, may marry again ac-

cording to the gospel, after he or she may have obtained a bill

of divorce?

It was concluded by the brethren present, that a brother or
sister may not. (See Minutes of Yearly Meeting, 1842, Art. 8).

Art. 3. Whether it is advisable for brethren, who are teach-

ers, to occupy a stand three or four steps high, when they are

invited to hold meetings in the meeting-houses of the different

persuasions or sects through our country?

Considered advisable that teachers should practice discretion
and humility, in taking their stands for speaking, and that mem-
bers should, also, use forbearance, and not take offense, in such
matters, if circumstances would make it preferable for teachers
to occupy such a stand.

Art. 4. A request that the present Yearly Meeting reconsider

the third query, as it stands on the minutes of the Yearly Meet-
ing of 1846, concerning the laying on of hands on the deacons.
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It was almost unanimously concluded, that it would be bet-

ter, for the present, to leave this subject rest as it is.

Art. 5. Would it be considered expedient for a church to

elect a brother for the office of deacon, whose wife is not a mem-
ber?

Considered, that if he be a brother of good report, and one
in whom the church may have confidence, this circumstance ought
not to hinder the church from electing him to the office of deacon,
provided there be no other objections. 1 Tim. 3: 12.

Art. 6. How it is considered, if a brother preaches up the doc-

trine that Jesus Christ himself baptized, and contends so hard
for it, that it has already caused a division in the church?

Considered, that the brethren present, at this Yearly Meeting,
unanimously believe that Jesus did not baptize, but his disciples,

as recorded (John 4: 2), and they also admonish such a brother not
to speak so any more; and if he should still persist in so doing,
that he shall not do it in the name of the brethren.

Art. 7. How is it considered, if a brother preach a senti-

ment, on a part of scripture, that would not be in accordance with

the general views of the brethren (yet make good doctrine),

whether it would be agreeable to the rules of the brethren, to

make it a question at the general council-meeting, and forbid him
to preach it, or condemn him for it, as erroneous, without first

reasoning with him, or taking the counsel of the church wherein

he lives?

Considered, by the brethren present, that no accusation should
be brought before the general council-meeting against a brother,
in such a case, unless he first having had a hearing before his own
church.

Art. 8. Whether it may be proper, and agreeable with the

gospel, for a brother to borrow money from banks, or specu-

lating money-lenders, for the purpose of buying and droving cat-

tle, sheep, and horses, or for buying wheat, or other produce, and
transporting the same to the Atlantic cities, or other public mar-
kets, for the purpose of making gain or profit?

Considered, that we, in general council, would advise any
brother not to engage so largely in trading, as there is great
danger in so doing, both in a temporal and a spiritual point of
view. (See 1 Tim. 6: 9, 10.)

Art. 9. How is it considered, if a brother, or a sister, should
have two suits of clothes, one of them plain, to go to meeting in,

and one after the fashion of the world to go to other gatherings

in?
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Considered, by the brethren present, that it is very unbecom-
ing for members to do so, and that it would be the duty of the

teachers faithfnlly to admonish such brethren and sisters again
and again, if necessary, not to conform to the world in their dress

and habits, as the apostles, also, have warned us. (See Rom.
12: 1, 2; 1 Tim. 2: 9; 1 Pet. 3; 3, 4.)

Art. 10. Would it be proper for brethren to join the secret

association of the Sons of Temperance?

Considered, inasmuch as we are to
M prove all things, and

hold fast that which is good," and as the nature of secret so-

cieties is such as to preclude the knowledge of them, before a

membership is obtained, we consider it improper for a member of

the church to join such an order.

Art. 11. Is it proper for brethren to have their property in-

sured by an insurance company?

Considered, that we can not advise brethren to do so, neither

could we forbid its being done, in a mutual way.

Art. 12. As to the place and time of our next Yearly Meeting,

invitations have been sent in from our beloved brethren, in Som-

erset County, Pennsylavnia, and from several churches in Ohio,

and in consideration of last year's conclusion, it was decided that

the next Yearly Meeting should take place (with the gracious per-

mission of God) on Pentecost, 1848, at the house of Bro. Jacob

Kurtz, in Wayne County, Ohio, about fourteen miles west of

Massillon, and eight miles east of Wooster. The brethren are to

arrive on Friday evening, or Saturday morning, in order to at-

tend public worship, and then continue with the council-meeting

from Monday morning until the business is finished.

Article. 13. As it was deemed necessary to be done, this meet-

ing, therefore, in the conclusion, would advise all the elders and

teachers, faithfully to labor in their respective congregations, to

settle and reconcile all matters of difference that may take place

among them, as far as possible, and not to embarrass the councils

of the Yearly Meeting with such local cases, that might be dis-

posed of at home, where all the facts may be more easily and

fully obtained; yet after repeated efforts being made to effect a

reconciliation, without success, we then conceive it to be the privi-

lege of the brethren to call in the elders, from one or more of the

adjoining congregations, to assist; and should this be done with-

out success, it is then the privilege of the brethren, if they think

proper, to refer the case to the Yearly Meeting, with as many
of the facts and evidences connected with the same as may be

convenient to transmit.
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Signed by the following brethren: David Pfoutz, John Price,

Geo. Hoke, Daniel Bollinger, Jacob Holsinger, Jacob Pfoutz,

Jacob Fahrney, John Funk, John Molsbaugh, Philip Boyle, Sam-
uel Miller, David Hardman, John H. Umstad.

A true cop3r of the Minutes.
Attest: Henry Kurtz,
Clerk of Yearly Meeting.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1848.

Wayne County, Ohio.

On Monday morning, June 12th, after Saturday and Sunday
having been occupied with public worship, the council-meeting

was begun at 8 o'clock A. M., solemnly, fasting and prayer hav-

ing been recommended to all the members present, at early morn-
ing worship, and after singing, exhortation and prayer, and also

reading the fifteenth chapter of the Acts, business was entered

upon by Brethren George Hoke, Jos. Gerber, John Hart, Peter

Nead, John Kline, Philip Boyle, and Henry Kurtz, being appointed

as a committee to receive the messages from the churches,

The following brethren appeared as delegates:

^r *f
c 1* 3f* *p

Whole number of delegates was 95, and among them were

—

ordained elders, 24; elders, 31; teachers, 14; deacons, 15; and

private members, 11. Churches represented, 59; and though as

fully represented as ever before, it is believed that only about
one-third of the churches had sent messengers. The number of

papers handed in, amounted to 63. Considering that the reading

of all the papers, by one committee, would take up too much time,

it was concluded to distribute them among ten committees, which
were to examine them, and report* thereon to the meeting. These

committees were selected from the delegates, as follows:

* * * *

The committees having reported, one query after another

was taken into consideration, and answered as follows:

Article 1. Is it right to admit, or invite, those who do not

belong to our church, into our council-meetings?

Considered, that it is not proper to admit, into our council-
meetings, any person who is not a member of the church.

Art. 2. Whether it be proper to reconsider Art. 3, of last

year's minutes, relating to preaching from a stand?
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Reconsidered, that all our brethren should endeavor, as much
as possible, to avoid giving or taking offense.

Art. 3. How are we to receive members into the church,
from their first application, until they are baptized according to

the gospel?

Considered, that inasmuch as there has been, hitherto, a dif-
ference m the practice, and in the form of words used in this
ordinance; and inasmuch as it is desirable to be, in all such
matters, of one mind, and do and speak the same things, this
meeting has unanimously agreed upon the following course, and
form of words, and recommend the same for adoption in all the
churches:

First, the applicant to be examined by two or more brethren;
then, the case to be brought before the church council, beforewhom the applicant is to declare his agreement with us, m regard
to the principles of being defenseless, non-swearing, and not con-
forming to the world; then, in meeting, or at the water, to read
from Matt. 18, verses 10 to 22, in public, the candidates being
asked if they wilLbe governed by those gospel rules; then, prayer
at the water, and in the water, the following questions to be asked:

Question: Dost thou believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, and that he has brought from heaven a saving gospel? An-
swer: Yea.

Question: Dost thou willingly renounce Satan, with all his
pernicious ways, and all the sinful pleasures of this world? An-
swer: Yea.

Question; Dost thou covenant with God, in Christ Jesus, to
be faithful until death? Answer: Yea.

Upon this thy confession of faith, which thou hast made before
God and these witnesses, thou shalt, for the remission of sins,
be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. After baptism, while in the water, the administrator
to lay his hands on the head of the candidate, and offer up a prayer
to God in his behalf, and then the member is to be received, by
hand and kiss, into church-fellowship.

Art. 4. How to forward a brother to the ministry, as speaker,
according to the gospel?

Considered, that the church is exhorted to prayer, to guide
them in a proper choice, not discussing the subject with each other
but keeping their thoughts before God only; two ordained elders
to be invited by the church to hold an election, who shall preside,
and declare the one having the highest number of votes as chosen;
the brother so chosen, having declared his willingness to fulfill
the duties laid on him, is then received by hand and kiss.

Art. 5. Ought we to receive any person into the church with-
out baptism, having been baptized by any other order of people?

Considered, that this Yearly Meeting advise to be very careful
in this matter, and give it, as their unanimous conclusion, that it
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would be better to admit no person into the church, without first

being baptized by the brethren.

Art. 6. Whether the Scriptures require that women, praying

or prophesying, should have any other covering than the hair,

and whether it includes alike married and unmarried women?

Considered, unanimously, that they all should have a cover-

ing on their heads.

Art. 7. How to make arrangement, that in every church

brethren be authorized to baptize, and serve at communion tables?

Considered, to leave this to the judgment of the churches, with

the advice of neighboring ordained elders, whether they think

it necessary or expedient.

Art. 8. Whether the brethren, in annual meeting, could not

adopt a plan, that small churches, which seem to be on a decline,

could be better attended to?

Considered, that such churches should call on the neighbor-

ing churches, and these should attend to them; moreover, it is the

advice of this Yearly Meeting, that every ordained brother ought

faithfully to perform his duty in this respect.

Art. 9. Whether a brother may be allowed, according to the

gospel, to take pay (when offered) for performing the ceremony

of marriage?

Considered, that this meeting can not advise brethren to take

a fee, and would leave it, as a matter of conscience, to the min-

istering brother, with the advice of the church in which he lives.

Art. 10. Would it not be better, in selecting the representa-

tives, or delegates, to the Yearly Meeting, to take them all from

among the lay members, or lay brethren?

Considered, to refer this, and all other questions on Yearly

Meeting, to the committee of elders, to consider and report

thereon.

Art. 11. Can it be considered prudent, or profitable, for mem-

bers to frequent camp-meetings, or protracted meetings, from

time to time?

Unanimously considered, not to be profitable for members so

to do.

Art. 12. Can we receive a member into the church, by bap-

tism, without a confession; and if not, what is that confession

to be?

Considered, that we can not receive a member into the church,

by baptism, without a confession; and, what this is, see Art. 3.
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Art. 13. Whether it would be expedient, or not, to bring the
question from the Yearly Meeting to each church, and let thern con-
sider them, and at the next Yearly Meeting, let the decision of
each respective church be made known?

Considered, that it would not be expedient so to do as itwould be the means of accumulating the amount of business.

Art, 14. Is there any other way to receive members into the
church, than by baptism, or is it agreeable with the gospel to
receive such, that have been baptized with a triune immersion, in-
t0 other bodies, or churches, to receive them in the church of
God, except by re-baptizing them?

Answered under Art. 5.

Art. 15. If a sister marries a man, and gets to know, after-
ward, that he had already a wife, and she immediately forsakes
him, hath she the liberty to get married to another man, while
that man is yet living, according to the gospel?

Considered, that we submit the case to her own judgmentand advise her, that she should, in future, be cautious, and takecounsel of the church.

Art. 16. About the laying on of hands on deacons,

f
It was unanimously considered, to postpone the discussion

Of this subject indefinitely, until there is reason to hope that it mayDe done calmly, and without prejudice.

^ T

Art
"
17

-
Wl

'

th regard to the printing of the minutes of the
i early Meetings,

It was concluded to have as many printed, as to supply eachchurch with two copies, but that on no condition they should besola to such as are not members.

Art. 18. Whether Ave have any authority for liberating a
person out of the avoidance, without the person making appli-
cation?

Considered, that there is, to our knowledge, no such author-
lty m the gospel.

Art. 19. Whether two ordained elders, by the approbation
°; P art ot the church, can alter the decision of three ordained
elders and all the members present?

Referred to next general council-meeting, in Indiana.

Art. 20. Whether three or more ordained elders have the
authority of liberating, out of avoidance, independent of the
church?
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Considered, that it can not be done properly without the

counsel and consent of the church.

Art. 21. Whether It would not be more according to the word

in St. John's gospel (13: 15), that a brother should both wash and

wipe his brother's feet?

Considered, that the brethren still think as they did seven

years ago, in this respect. (.See Minutes of 1841, Art. 2.)

Art. 22. Whether a member, agreeably to gospel, can with-

hold testimony against his or her matrimonial companion, when

such testimony is required.

Considered, that such testimony should not be withheld, ac-

cording to gospel, in a case where it is absolutely necessary (tor

example, to the conviction and salvation of a fallen member).

Art. 23. Is it proper for members to have their property in-

sured?

Considered, as in Art. 11 of last year.

Art. 24. Is the Lord's Supper observed by the brethren ac-

cording to the gospel, or, doth the gospel require a supper in

holding communion-meetings?

Considered, that we have ample testimony in the gospel to

enable us to conclude, that a supper was eaten by the Savior and

his disciples in the same night he instituted the communion.

(See Matt. 26: 20; Mark 14: 17, 18; Luke 22: 20; John 13; Jude,

verse 12.) And the Apostle Paul, after reproving the brethren

at Corinth for their disorder, in observing the supper, and speak-

ing of it as the Lord's Supper, expressly declares that he had re-

ceived from the Lord what he had delivered unto them, telling

them how to observe it in proper order. 1 Cor. 11: 23-34.

Art. 25. Ought not those queries Avhich stand upon the min-

utes of 1846, and were considered and decided by the elders in

private committee, instead of public counsel, be repealed?

The fact was stated, by impartial witnesses, that the coun-

cil-meeting was broken up prematurely, on account of the multi-

tude gathering in on Saturday, so that the elders had to adjourn

to a private room, in order that they might give, as they were

requested, their sense on queries yet on docket.
^
These queries

were read, with the answers given before this Yearly Meeting,

and all we're approved of, almost without a dissenting voice.

Art. 26. Whether it is proper in all cases to ask counsel be-

fore giving a letter of recommendation?

Considered, to be best always first to take the counsel of the

church.
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Art. 27. Whether it is according to the spirit of the gospel,

as the 14th query in Minutes of Yearly Meeting, 1841, was laid

down in Somerset County, Pennsylvania?

Considered unanimously, that the sentiments then expressed
are right, true, and according to gospeL

Art, 28. Whether church-members have a right, according

to the gospel, to go to public shows?

Considered, far better for members to avoid all such places.

Art. 29. The committee to whom the letters concerning our

Yearly Meetings had been referred, reported as follows: No less

than twelve letters, from all parts of the church, had been pre-

sented in regard to this important matter, and after reading and
weighing them all, and taking also in view the general state of

feeling and experience of the present meeting, we propose the

following in the fear of the Lord:

Considered, that this Yearly Meeting is as anxious and unan-
imous in the desire of following in the track of the apostles (Acts
IS) as our beloved brethren were eleven years ago, at the Yearly
Meeting in 1837. We find, however, by experience, that the change
of the time of holding the council after public meeting doth work
well—removing from us the great crowd of strangers. We are
also satisfied that the sending of delegates or messengers from all

the churches is necessary and proper, as also that all the elders,

who come to us, ought to be members of the meeting, whether
sent or not. A general committee of live or seven elders is to be
appointed, as heretofore, and as many special committees as may
be deemed proper or necessary in order to dispatch business.
But as to voting, we hold that it will be best to aim always at

unanimity, and dispose of business as hitherto. Should the meet-
ing not be able to agree on any one point, let it be postponed
to a future meeting. In addition it was proposed that all the
churches should be admonished to use every diligence in sending,
every year, two delegates, or at all events one to the Yearly Meet-
ing. The above was unanimously adopted, without a dissenting
voice.

Art. 30. With regard to the call from Indiana for a gener-

al council-meeting in that state this next fall,
•

It was considered, with one accord, that such a meeting shall

be held, God willing, at the house of Bro. John Koontz, near Del-
phi, Carroll County, Indiana, to meet on Saturday evening, Sep-
tember 23—Sunday, the 24th, to be public worship and love-feast,

and Monday, the 25th, council-meeting to begin.*

*To the minutes of this year we append the minutes of the general
council referred to:

Article 1. Whether a private brother has a right to speak in public
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Art. 31. As to our next regular Yearly Meeting, on Pentecost,

1849, there was but one invitation, viz., from our brethren in

Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

It was therefore agreed, with divine permission, to meet

there in Annual Meeting, on Saturday before Pentecost, the 26th

of May, 1849.

Having thus far finished the task before us, with singular

unanimity and dispatch, and feeling, with deep humility, that not

unto us, nay, not unto us, unworthy instruments, but to God
and his signal blessing, was due all honor and glory, the brethren
united once more in singing a hymn, and bowing themselves in

the praises and thanks to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

meeting? Considered, that, inasmuch as there is a way appointed in the
gospel to enter into the ministry, those who feel an inward desire or
call to preach, should patiently wait until the church sees fit to appoint
them to the public ministry. (See John 10: 1, 2; Heb. 5: 4, 5; Acts 1

etc.)
Art. 2. Whether it is proper, if more than two or three teachers

should rise in a common meeting to speak? Considered, that a due
sense of order and propriety will teach us how to conduct our meetings
so as to edify, not to weary, the congregation. (See 1 Cor. 14: 8 2, 33,
40.)

Art. 3. How it is considered when a part, say a minority, of a
church disowns the other part, or a majority, of the members, without
taking a legal or scriptural course, and without giving a legal notice to
the body of the church, and not showing or informing the disowned
members wherein they transgressed?

[The difficulties in this case occupied the greater part of Monday
and Tuesday, and lastly were postponed for deciding until Wednesday
morning. See Art. 12.]

Art. 4. How would it be considered, if a man be put in the county
prison for safe keeping until court, and a brother goes his security for
appearance, and releases him out of prison? Considered that a brother
ought not to meddle with such matters without church counsel.

Art. 5. Whether brethren, and especially teachers, can, consistently
with the gospel and our holy profession, attach themselves to the Free-
masons, and the society popularly called the Sons of Temperance, and if

not consistent, how the church is to proceed in such a case? Con-
sidered, that, whereas, the Holy Spirit testifies by the Apostle Paul
(1 Cor, 11: 29), "He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body;" and,
whereas, we are informed in the Holy Writ, that the Lord's body is his
church—of which we desire to be members—and he is the head;
that from such and other considerations and declarations of the word
of God, the brethren have always believed, and do still believe, that
it is not only unbecoming and wrong, but highly dangerous, for breth-
ren to attach themselves to such secret societies, or any association
of this world, and if they should do so, they should be visited in love
(as the advice was forty-four years ago, in a Yearly Meeting at Pipe
Creek), and admonished to withdraw themselves from such, and if they
should acknowledge their fault before the church, the members might
bear with them. But in ease of a minister of the Word having gone
so far, not only to attach himself to such secret societies, but also to
act as their chaplain and orator, it was considered that such a brother
ought to be silent in the church, until the members should feel renewed
confidence in him again.

Art. 6. What is the sense of the brethren, when two districts are
in one neighborhood, and members from other parts move into one
district, and wish to hand in their certificate, and to attach themselves
to the other district? Considered that it would be best, always, that
when districts are laid off. all those in one district ought to belong to
it, and those in the other to that.

Art. 7. How it is viewed, when persons, living in one district,
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and commending ourselves, and the churches in union with us,
to the God of our salvation; fervently praying that he, in tender
mercy, would continue to let his light shine upon us; lead us and
guide us through all dangers and difficulties, make us useful instru-
ments in his hands for the edification of his church, and to the
conversion of a sinful world, and finally save us with an ever-
lasting salvation, through our crucified Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Lastly, at the parting meal, Wednesday noon, it was proposed
and heartily responded to by all, to recommend every Monday
of our future Annual Meetings as a day of general fasting and
prayer, not only to the members that may be gathered at the
place^ of meeting, but to all the members in every part of the
Lord's vineyard, who yet desire to be faithful, and to see all the
household of faith continue steadfastly in the apostle's doctrine,

request to bo baptized and received into church-fellowship in the other
district, whether it is proper to receive them without counsel of the
district in which they live? Considered, that we deem it advisable, and
it has generally been the course of the brethren, in a case where a
person made application for baptism in a meeting- out of the district
in which the applicant lives, to hold council with the members of that
church in whose bounds he resides.

Art. 8. How it is considered, if a. brother, that is chosen for an
office in the church, should move from one church and neighborhood
to another, and bring- no testimony along—whether he can be received
in his office before a testimony arrives? Considered, that, if such a
brother moves only a little way, into a church where his standing is
generally known, there would be no need of a written testimony; but
if a brother should move a considerable distance, it is right and proper
to require a testimony before such is received in his office.

Art. 9. Whether brethren can, according to the gospel, use the
force of the law and collect money from brethren, and thereby cause
considerable costs; and whether brethren, causing such costs,' should
not at least pay the same? Considered, that the gospel gives no right
to use the force of the law against a brother; and as to the other
point, in regard to the costs, the church can judge best in each in-
dividual case.

Art. 10. What is the proper course for a church to pursue with
members that have been disowned by the church, and their office, as
teachers in the church, taken from them, and yet, contrary to the
counsel of the church, they still go on to hold meetings, and influence
Innocent members to go contrary to the rules and order of the church?
Considered, that such a brother should be still lovingly and faithfully
admonished, again and again, to desist from such a course; but if he
would, notwithstanding, continue therein, we would have, as a last
remedy, to put him in avoidance.

Art. 11. When the church disowns a member, so that it is set back
from the salutation of the kiss, and from church fellowship, how is
the proper way to do with such members as come from other arms of
the church, and, knowing the standing of such disowned members, yet
will still hold fellowship with such? Considered, that, inasmuch as
the church of Christ is one body, all over the world, and the Word
even says, " Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosened in
heaven," if one branch of this church disowns a member, members
from other branches, knowing this, should hold them equally as dis-
owned.

Art. 12. In regard to the third query, or the difficulties of Bache-
lor's Run Church with Bros. Oyman and Batton, and others, the
brethren in general council considered that there had been committed
errors on both sides, in consequence of which many members on both
sides made satisfactory acknowledgments before the meeting, and it
was concluded, that, with such, all that is past should be forgiven
and forgotten, and with as many as may yet come and make satis-
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and in fellowship, and In breaking of bread, and in prayers even

until he comes, who hath said, "Surely, I come quickly. Amen
Even so come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

be with us all. Amen.
Signed, in the name of the meeting, and m benali oi the fol-

lowing ordained elders: George Hoke, Joseph Gerber John Hart,

Henry Kurtz, Philip Boyle, Peter Nead, John Kline,

1 James H. Tracev, Michael Mover, John Metzger, John

Molsbaugh, George Shivelv, Jos. Showalter, Ben. Bowman, John

Shoemaker, George Rarigh, John H. Umstad, Jacob Meyer
. David Shoemaker, Daniel Miller, John Shively, John Hol-

singer.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1849.

Somerset County, Pa.

Article 1. How is it considered, if a brother teacher, who is

not ordained, makes appointments far and near, without the coun-

sel of the church?

Considered, that our vounger brethren in the ministry, in all

cases, should be careful not to appoint meetings or do anything

that is beyond their calling, and consequently would offend the

church, or the older brethren, not only, but God also.

Art. 2. Is it in accordance with the gospel for a brother to

call the meeting to rise upon their feet, after worship is concluded

with singing and prayer, and then, with uplifted hands, pronounce

a blessing over them?

Concluded, that it should not be.

Art. 3. Can it be allowed for brethren to wear fur or cloth

caps, and sisters to wear trimmed-straw or leghorn bonnets?

Considered, to be inconsistent with the Word of God, and

therefore it ought not to be.

faction and that they all should be received into full fellowship, and

Bro Dkvid Fisher in his office as a speaker. Furthermore, this meet-

ing considers and counsels, that Bros. Oyman and. Patton, and such

Xn that liold vet with them, should have yet. time to reflect, and

should they come, also, in a reasonable space of time and make satis-

factory acknowledgment, then the church should also be willing, to

forg?vI them; but if they should persist in their contrary course going

on holding meetings in opposition to the church and even become

Jailers of th?^hur!h, there would be no other way than to put them

into full avoidance, according to 1 Cor. 5
rv.nro-p Rhivelv

Signed by the following brethren—George Hoke, George »niveiy,

Joseph Showllter, and H. Kurtz of Northeastern Ohio; Joseph Gerber

and P Nead of Southwestern Ohio; Ban. Cripe, of Elkhart, Indiana,

J Molsbaugh, D. Miller, J. Hart, H. Metzger, J. Metzger, Jac. Brower,

etc.
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Art. 4. Concerning the holy kiss, how often should it be

practiced .

J

Considered, if we have love for one another we should not

dispense with it, especially at our meetings for worship.

Art. 5. Some members think there is too much feasting at

our love-feasts, in providing so much for those who come to feast,

and make disturbance at our meetings.

Considered, that we are to feed the hungry, if we are led by

Christ's example; and the apostle says, " Therefore, if thine en-

emy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so do-

ing" thou Shalt heap coals of fire on his head."' Rom, 12: 20.

Art. 6. Would it not be well to have a committee appointed, at

this or some future Annual Meeting, whose duty it should be to

collect all the advice of councils, bearing on all points of duty,

and put it in the form of a book, and bring it before the council

of the following year, for their approbation, and, if approved of,

get it printed—so that each member might have a copy, not as a

creed, but as advice, and as a testimony of the truth, as we under-

stand it?

Considered, to let this matter lay over.

Art. 6. An objection alleged against the printing of so few

of the Minutes of the Yearly Meeting; would it not be ex-

pedient to have a greater number printed?

Postponed the consideration of this to another query of like

import. (See Art. 43.)

Art. 8. Would it not be right for the brethren, in council at

the Annual Meeting, to appoint several brethren that are ex-

perienced and sound in the faith, and send them, two and two,

with the decisions of the Annual Meeting, and let them visit all

the congregations in the United States, and establish them all in

the same order, according to example (Acts 15.)?

Considered, to leave this over for further consideration.

Art. 9. What is the duty of a bishop toward his church, and

the duty of the church toward the bishop or bishops? In case a

bishop commits an error, is it to be overlooked more in him than

in another brother in office, or a private member?

Considered, that elders that rule well, should be counted

worthy of double honor, and that overseers should not undertake

any thing of importance without counsel of the church and if

there should be a general complaint of the church against him, he
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is to acknowledge his fault before the church, like another member,
and should not be spared; for 'if the eye be evil, the whole body
shall be full of darkness." Still, it was always the advice of our old
brethren, that, in any case where laboring brethren were in a fault,

strange and impartial brethren, of experience, should be called to
assist in the investigation and justification of the same.

Art. 10, Is it proper for members of the church of Christ

to take stock in railroad or similar companies—such as bank stock,

etc.?

Considered, as the stock of incorporate companies, only, and
not the individual property held by the stockholders, is respon-
sible for debts incurred by the company, and as the business of
such companies is often much involved in obscurity, and persons
dealing with such companies may be liable to be deceived, breth-
ren had better not engage in such investments.

Art. 11. Is it proper for a member of the church of the

Brethren in Christ to commune with other religious societies;

and if not considered proper, how shall the church proceed with a

member that violates its order?

We consider, that we cannot, consistently with the views we
entertain of the gospel order, commune with other societies; and
if any of our members should do so, they ought to be tenderly
admonished, and given to understand that the brethren cannot
hold them in fellowship, if they continue to do so.

Art. 12, Concerning the propriety and necessity of recommen-
dations for members that move from one church to another?

Considered, that the ministers in the various churches should
see that none of their members should move away without a
recommendation, that no church is bound to receive a member
without recommendation, and that the recommendation be signed
by not less than two or three witnesses, according to the gospel;
that the apostles gave written recommendations. (See Rom 16:
1, 2; 1 Cor. 16: 10, 11; 2 Cor. 8: 23; Eph. 6: 21, 22; Col. 4: 7-9; 1

Thess. 3: 2, etc.)

Art. 13. When a member offends in a church, and moves
away without being reconciled, can he obtain a certificate by writ-

ing, without personally presenting himself?

Considered, when a member removes, under such circum-
stances, and is so far away, or situated unfavorably for coming
back to make reconciliation, when he wishes to do so, if the
church from which he removed is satisfied with his acknowledg-
ments, made in writing, it may signify this satisfaction in a letter

to the church where he resides.

Art. 14. Is the supper, which the brethren eat in connection

with the communion, sacred or common?
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As there seems to be some reason to believe that the Apostle

Paul alludes to the supper, with other means of grace, in the

term "ordinances," used (1 Cor. 11: 2), and as we view it as a

practice of the apostolic church, to promote the spiritual edifi-

cation of its members, we consider it a sacred institution^ and

as such it ought to be observed, especially as it is emphatically

called "'the Lord's Supper." 1 Cor. 11: 20.

Art. 15. About the stilhexisting difficulties in Bachelor's

Run church, Carroll County, Indiana?

Concluded, in general council, that Peter Nead and Mich.

Moyer, of Montgomery County, and Daniel Miller of Preble

County, Ohio, with such other brethren as they may see proper

to call to their assistance, should be a committee to visit said

church, and try once more to settle the difficulties there exist-

ing.

Art. 16. Whether each church should not select one brother as

a corresponding brother in the church?

Considered, that each church may do as they think proper in

this matter.

Art. 17. Whether brethren can be allowed to have their like-

ness or profile taken?

Considered, as not advisable.

Art. 18. Whether it is advisable to give preachers of other

denominations privilege to speak at our regularly appointed meet-

ings?

Considered, it is not advisable.

Art. 19. Should the supper, or part of it, be on the table at

the time of feet-washing, or not?

Considered, to leave this matter as hitherto practiced by the

brethren.

Art. 20. Whether a laying off of the large church, here in the

Glades, into several districts, would not be thought expedient?

Considered, unanimously, that it seems to be necessary and

expedient that this church should be laid off into four or five dis-

tricts, and that a committee of elders should be appointed to visit

this church, during the ensuing summer, and assist the brethren

in laying off and organizing said districts, and at the same time,

also, to visit Indian Creek Church, and settle the difficulties that

may exist in both churches. The committee was finally nominated

as follows: Peter Long, Andrew Spanogle, and John Holsmger,

of Pennsylvania; Joseph Arnold and Jacob Byser, of Virginia, and

George Hoke and H. Kurtz, of Ohio.
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Art. 21. Is the Lord's Supper a divine or sacred ordinance;
and if so, have the children of God a right to invite such as are
not members to eat with them at the same table and time?

Considered, to be a divine and sacred ordinance (as all the
Lord's ordinances are), and should be eaten by the. members only.

Art. 22. Can a brother be allowed to teach singing-schools
on Sundays, and take money for the same?

Considered, much as we are in favor of correct singing", we
still thing it best for a brother not to teach singing-schools.

Art. 23. What should be done with such members, as neglect

attending our meetings for six or more months, and when the
yearly visit is paid them, they seem or feel satisfied with the
church, and when there is a love-feast, they generally attend and
commune?

_

Considered, that the ministering brethren in the church, in
which such members are, should earnestly admonish them to' ad-
here to the advice of the Apostle Paul (Heb. 10: 25).

Art. 24. How is it considered, when a brother, who is a dea-
con of the church, holds and defends the views of Romanists, and
other sects?

Considered, that such a brother should be visited by the
brethren, and admonished; and if he still persists to hold and de-
fend such views and practices, contrary to the views of the
brethren, he could not be continued as a brother.

Art. 25. Whether it would not be agreeable to the gospel,
to advise those members, who have been in the church two or
three years, and are still conformed to this world, not to come to

communion until they deny themselves, and become transformed
from the world, after being admonished thereto?

Considered, that conforming to the world presents itself in
such various ways, that we cannot erect a standard in regard to
it, so as to authorize the church to prohibit such members from
partaking of the communion; but such members should be ad-
monished and reproved by the church, again and again.

Art. 26. When the church deals with a member, or members,
and they are not satisfied with the proceedings of the church,,
whether it is in their, or in the church's place, to write to strange
brethren for assistance?

Considered, that the church would have to write, if any
Jtrange brethren should be called on.
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Art. 27. To how great a degree must a brother sin, and be

degraded, before the church can put him in avoidance according

to the gospel; and whether all dealings and communications, of

a temporal nature, between such an individual and the members

of the church, should cease?

Considered, that this subject has been often before the Yearly

Meeting, and the views of the brethren then were read. But on

the particular points of the present query, we would refer our dear

brethren to the Word of God, which is plain, explicit, and sharper

than a two-edged sword. Paul, the apostle, says (Rom. 15: 4):

" Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for OUT

learning;" and he evidently refers, in these words, to the writings

of the Old Testament. Now, we find (Lev. 5: 17): "If a soul

sin, and commit any of these things, which are forbidden
_

to be

done by the commandments of the Lord; though he wist it not,

vet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity, and he shall bring

a trespass-offering unto the priest, and it shall be forgiven him/

From this we may learn, that when a member has trespassed

against God and the truth, even in ignorance, it is his duty to come

to the church, and bring his trespass-offering, such as David says

(Psalm 51: 17): "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;

a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise;"

and the church, which, according to 1 Pet. 2: 9, is 'a royal

priesthood," is to judge, and receive his offering, and forgive him

accordingly. Here are the words of Christ himself, duly to be

considered: " Whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto

them; and whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained." John 20:

23, etc. Should, however, such a member, that hath trespassed, be

not willing to bring his offering of acknowledgment of his fault,

not be willing to hear the church, then we may consider this as a

rising, a scab, or bright spot, which, eventually, may turn into

moral leprosy (Lev. 13: 2), and in this case the priest (the church)

had to shut him up; for, as Paul says (2 Thess. 3: 6): '
Now we

command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh

disorderly," etc.; and as our Lord taught us (Matt. 18: 17): "If

he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen

man and a publican." This withdrawing, or shutting up, from

close communion with the church, in the salutation of the kiss,

the breaking of bread, and the secret council, is continued until it-

appears, to Uie satisfaction of the priest (the church), whether that

spot is leprosy or not. Now if, on examination, the priest found

that white spot somewhat dark, and that the plague did not spread

in the skin, he was to pronounce him clean. So, when a mem-
ber begins to see and acknowledge his fault, as somewhat dark,

he may be reinstated again into full communion. " But when the

raw flesh appeareth in him, and the leprosy is thus confirmed

[N # B.—He shall not be shut up, for he is unclean!, and the

leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head

bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry,

Unclean, unclean; he shall dwell alone, without the camp shall
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his habitation he." Lev. 13: 10, 45, 46. So our ancient brethren
considered, when the moral leprosy in a member was confirmed by
raw works of the flesh, such as are described (1 Cor. 5: 11; Gal.
5: 19-21, etc.), that the direction of the Holy Ghost, by the mouth
of the Apostle Paul, was to be strictly and" literally obeyed, viz.:

' Not to keep company, and with such an one not to eat." Our
brethren were well aware of some commentators explaining these
words, as if they meant only not to have fellowship with such in
spiritual matters, and not to eat with them the bread of com~

t

munion. But they (our brethren) found it impossible to believe/
that the church at Corinth should have continued, in full fellow-
ship, such a person as is described (1 Cor. 5: 1); that they should
have still broken the bread of communion with him, etc., even
until the apostle reproved them by this epistle. They (the
brethren) also thought of the awful words (Rev. 22: 18, 19), and
so they adhered simply to the word, as it reads, had no intercourse,
no dealings of any kind, with such persons, and did not eat with
them at the same table, or out of the same dish, at any com-
mon meal, while they were in this state of avoidance." Only
acts of charity toward them our brethren did not consider pro-
hibited by the Word of God. And these views we still hold, in
communion with our departed brethren.

Art. 28. Whether a brother, who considers himself injured
by any public improvement, such as a turnpike, or railroad, pass-
ing through his land, can, without a violation of the gospel, make
use of the provision of the law, which the Government has enacted
for the recovery of damages in such cases?

Considered, as the matter has been fully stated, that it would
not be a violation of the gospel to make use of the provisions of
the law in such cases.

Art. 29. How is it considered, when a brother solemnizes
a marriage contract, between a sister, whose first husband is not
known to be dead, and another individual?

Considered, that under such circumstances, a brother ought
not to act.

i

Art. 30. Whether it is advisable for a brother to preach
universal redemption publicly; that is, that all men, how vile soever
they may have been, shall share alike in the fruition of happiness
with the saints.

Considered, that we could not approve, by any means, of such
preaching.

Art. 31. How are we to conduct, with colored members, at

communions?

Considered, that this ought to be left to the individual churches,
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in which such members are, only that these ought not to be de-
barred from the Lord's table on account of their color.

Art. 32. Is it material what the supper is composed of at com-
munions?

Considered best not to deviate from the order of the old
brethren.

Art. 33. Is it safe and proper for the humble followers of
Jesus to go to the elections, and take an active part in the political
affairs of the country?

Considered, as it was always the advice of the old brethren,
and as the anointing (1 John 2: 27) will teach every sincere fol-
lower of Jesus, that it would be safest, in regard to political elec-
tions, to remain as neutral as possible; and, rather than going
to the election, to commit the matter, in prayer, to the care of
Him, who setteth up and removeth rulers.

Art. 34. Whether a brother, being elected to the office of
constable, contrary to his will, would be justified in taking the
obligations of the office, and transfer it to another person, who will
discharge the whole duties of said office?

Considered, while the brother would have to be under oath,
and responsible for all the acts of his substitute, it would not
be safe for him to do so.

Art. 35. Whether it would not be more consistent with the
Word, if, at the communion, the administrator would give the
bread and cup to the sisters, and they divide it, like the brethren,
among themselves, and the administrator to pass along, to keep
order?

Considered, unanimously, to go on, in celebrating the com-
munion, as heretofore.

Art. 36. Has a bishop authority to request a deacon, who
moved into his church without a letter of recommendation from
the church from which he came, to take his place at a meeting
for worship, and to preach or exhort?

Considered, that he has no such authority, and the members
that move from one church into another, ought always to bring
a certificate of their membership and standing.

Art. 37. If a member commits an open fault in the world, has
the overseer authority to send brethren to investigate the matter
before counseling the church?

Considered, that the overseer has the authority to do so.
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Art. 38. Whether our hymn-books, now in use, could not be

improved, by a better selection?

Considered, that the hymn-books we have, answer our purpose

very well.

Art. 39. Whether it would not be more according to the gos-

pel, in the observance of feet-washing, for the brother, at the head

of the table, to wash and wipe the feet of the brother on his right

hand, and that brother to wash and wipe the feet of the next, and

so on, around the table?

Considered, that as this question has so often been before the

council, and that the manner of its observance could not be

amended, we are still of the opinion, that the command is fully

obeyed, if we wash our feet among one another, as rendered by
the German translation; but we would recommend to each brother

and sister, at the earliest opportunity, to obey the command to

wash, and that in washing, the members should change frequently.

Art. 40. How are we to proceed, if a brother is not willing

to be visited by the church, in which he lives, but claims to be-

long to another?

Considered, that we should always be subject to the church,

or district, to which we belong, as those districts are only laid off

for convenience, and not to divide the body.

• * Art. 41. Concerning the propriety, or necessity, of giving

meals to the congregation, at common meetings?

Considered, that we leave this matter altogether discretionary

to every individual church, or family.

Art. 42. How to prevent the influence of phrenology and

mesmerism among the brethren, adverting to the caution of Paul

to the church at Colossus (Col. 2: 8): "Beware, lest any man
spoil you, through philosophy and vain deceit?

"

Considered, that the brethren could, and should, otherwise be

better engaged.

Art. 43. Whether each elder, teacher, and visiting brother,

should not have the privilege of having a copy of the minutes

of the Yearly Meeting?

Considered, that we are in favor for each ministering brother

to have a copy, and that they be advised to keep them, if possible,

from coming before the world; and we should further recommend,
that they should be sent sealed, as we have known them to be

opened in postoffices.

Art. 44. Would it not be more consistent with the simplicity
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of the gospel not to use the word " delegate/' or " representative,"
in the minutes?

Considered, that as words convey ideas, we should use such as
shall best answer that purpose.

Art, 45. Whether it would not he best, at our Annual Meet-
ings, for the committee to investigate the letters on Saturday, in

order that the business might be more readily disposed of on
Monday?

Considered, that the present arrangement is probably as good
as we could adopt.

Art. 46. Where is our next Annual Meeting to be? Invitations

were sent from Montgomery County, Ohio, for the Yearly Meet-
ing in 1850, and from Virginia, and Aughwick, Pennsylvania, for
the Yearly Meeting in 1851; and it was

Concluded, that our next Annual Meeting should take place,
God willing, on Pentecost, 1850, at Bear Creek, Montgomery
County, Ohio, and that our brethren in Virginia are considered to
have the first claim for the year following, if the invitation be
repeated.

Signed, in the name of the meeting, by (order of) the follow-
ing ordained elders: Geo. Hoke, J. Showalter, Henry Kurtz,
Peter Nead, A. Spanogle, J. Molsbaugh, Peter Long, John Kline,
Jacob Sayler, Samuel Wampler, Peter Kober, Jacob Meyer, Daniel
Yundt, George Shafer, Joh. Holsinger, Jac. Stutzman, D. Shoe-
maker, Jos. Arnold, Thos. Clarke.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1850.

Bear Creek, Montgomery County, Ohio.

After the public exercises were concluded, the brethren met
in general council, which was opened, as usual, with" singing, ex-

hortation, and prayer, and the following queries were submitted
for consideration, and decided, as follows:

Article 1. A request that counsel be given to the church on Eel
River, Indiana, in order that the difficulties there existing might
be settled.

Concluded, that inasmuch as the said church is in an unrecon-
ciled state toward one another, this meeting doth appoint Breth-
ren Peter Nead, David Bowman, jun., Daniel Miller, and Abr.
Ehrbaugh, of Ohio, and Jacob Miller, James H. Tracey, and David
Hardman, of Indiana, as a committee, to visit said church, and as-

sist in settling the existing difficulties.

8
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Art. 2, How is it considered, inasmuch as our beloved brother,

Henry Kurtz, is not present at this meeting, for to appoint a com-

mittee, to have the minutes of this meeting printed, and to receive

all moneys appropriated to defray the expenses of printing?

It has been agreed upon, by this meeting, that Bro. Benjamin
Bowman, of Virginia, Daniel Summer, of Ohio, and David Hard-
man, of Indiana, be this committee.

Art. 3. The number of papers handed to the committee of

ciders, amounted to fifty-five, which were distributed among twelve

committees, to investigate them, and report thereon.

The first committee, consisting of Brethren George But-

terbaugh, John Myer, John Bower, Joseph Hardman, and Jacob
Funderburg, reported as follows:

Art. 4. How it is considered, if a sister marries an unbelieving

husband, who afterward doth ill-treat her, by slander and de

bauchery, and, in many ways, abuses and grieves her, so as to

forbid and prohibit her going to meeting, or to any of her friends

and relations; she then, upon the advice of her friends (members
of the church), leaves him, and tries to get rid of him by law, upon
which he offers to give himself up to the church, and is willing to do
what the church lays upon him, acknowledged that he has done

wickedly, and promises to do better; but he having made such

promises before, and did not come up to them, the friends of the

sister do not think it proper for her to unite with him again?

Considered, that we could not advise the sister to leave her
husband; but if she did so, she ought to remain unmarried, accord-
ing to Paul's writing to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 7: 11-13).

Art. 5. Whether it is right for brethren, in different arms of

the church, to go against the counsel of the Yearly Meeting?

Considered, that it is wrong for brethren to go against the
counsel of our great Annual Meetings. But should brethren not be
satisfied with said counsel, they have liberty, with the consent of
their church, to bring the matter before another Yearly Meeting,
for a reconsideration.

Art. 6. A request that the regular order of choosing teachers

among the brethren, should be entered at large on the minutes

of this Yearly Meeting, so as to counteract wrong impressions, de-

rived from certain publications.

Referred to the next Annual Meeting.

The second committee, consisting of Brethren Jacob Miller,

Christian Arnold, Leo. Blickensterfer, Abraham Frantz, and Km.
Beeghley, reported as follows:
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Art. 10. Whether we can hold, as members, man and wife,
that hve together in strife, that have been parted on that ac-
count, and now live together, but not as man and wife should?

Considered, that we could not hold such as members.
The third committee, consisting of Brethren Geo. Hoover

Thomas Clark, Ab. Maas, Jacob Carver, Isaac Lawshe and John
p'

HOersoIe, reported as follows:

Art. 11. Request of next Annual Meeting to be held with our
brethren, in Augusta County, Virginia.

Agreed upon. (See at the end.)

Art. 12. How it is considered, when a man leaves his wife
and then marries an excluded sister, and afterward moves a con-
siderable distance, where their standing is not generally known-
there he makes application to be received into the church assert-
ing that his first wife had committed fornication, without any
other testimony but his own; then a letter is written to the church
where the sister was excluded, for counsel, which is answered ad-
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vising to admonish her to love the church, until the Lord may

bring about a way for her reception, stating, also, that they could

frankly forgive her what she had been excluded for; the letter

further stating, that there was a report that her husband's first wife

was dead, and another, that she was not. Finally, he was baptized,

and she received again, as a sister, without testimony, by the voice

of one minister and twenty-one private members, in favor, and one

minister, with three private members, opposed to their reception?

Considered, that such persons should not be received into

the church, under such circumstances, and that the brethren, who

received them, have erred, and should make acknowledgments

before the church, in order to the reconciliation of those brethren,

who have been grieved at their proceedings.

Art. 13. Whether brethren, being requested, should visit and

pray for persons living in a state of adultery?

Considered, that thev should be visited, instructed, and ad-

monished, and as they manifest fruits of repentance, or not, pray

for them, according to their state.

Art. 14. Whether the eighth query of last year's Annual

Meeting was not fully decided in the eighth query of the Annual

Meeting of 1848, which, if carried out, would fully answer the

purpose?

Referred to next Annual Meeting.

The fourth committee, consisting of Brethren James Kelso

John Metzger, Dan. Miller, on Four-Mile, Phil. Rothenberger, and

David Studybecker, reported as follows;

Art. 15. Whether it is according to the gospel for a church

to lay a public acknowledgment on a brother that has made a

public offense?

Considered, that the acknowledgment is to be made before the

church alone, and before all the members present (bee 1 lim.

5: 20): "Them that sin rebuke before all that others, also, may

tear.

Art. 16. What is the duty of a minister, when called upon

to solemnize marriage, when one of the parties is the child of

members, and these parents not consenting to the match, yet the

minister knows of nn other objection but the daughter's going

from home to get married?

Considered, as not advisable without the consent of the parents.

Paul says " If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably

with all" men." Rom. 12: 18; Heb. 12: 14.

Art 17. How it is considered, when a sister has an unbelieving
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husband, who gets drunk and abuses her, and tempts to kill her

with an ax; she then leaves him and returns to her father, who then

goes to the housekeeper in the. church for advice, upon whose ad-

vice a bill of divorce is obtained?

Considered, that a housekeeper has no right to give such ad-

vice, without counseling the church, neither has the sister a right

to get divorced without such counsel. (See Matt. 19: 6-9; 1 Cor. 7:

11.)

The fifth committee, consisting of Brethren John Letherman,

Thomas Major, Isaac Hartzock, Henry Neff, and Jacob Ebersole,

reported as follows:

Art. 18. Would it not be more in accordance with Holy
Writ, and the consistent manner of a plain people, to use the

plain language, especially calling the days and months by their

number?

Considered nearer the gospel to use plain language.

Art. 19. Whether it would be agreeable to the order of the

church, where there is a bishop and two or more teaching breth-

ren in one arm of the church, to elect a bishop without the con-

sent of the church?

Considered, necessary, by all means, to have the voice of the

church in such cases.

Art. 20. Tf a member commits a fault, whether the church

has the power, according to the gospel, to put that member in

avoidance without the assistance of another church?

Considered, that, if there is a bishop in that church, they

have the power in the case of a private member.

Art. 21. Whether there is any danger to be apprehended from

publishing a paper among us?

This subject to lay over till next Annual Meeting.

The tenth committee, consisting- of Brethren David Miller, Abra-

ham Erbaugh, Jacob Wine, Daniel Mare, and Peter Showaiter, re-

ported as follows:

Art. 22. Whether the committees could not be selected and

the questions taken in, at our Annual Meetings, on Saturday, as

well as on Monday?

Considered, to leave it as it is at present.

Art. 23. Tf a woman leaves her husband for his extreme

cruelty, and he obtains a bill of divorce and marries another worn-
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an, and his first wife afterward marries another man, both being

unbelievers, can such persons be received into the church of

Christ, according to the gospel?

Considered, that we could not receive such, according to the

gospel. Rom. 7: 1-3; 1 Cor. 7: 10, 11, 39.

The sixth committee, consisting of Brethren John Frantz,

George Studybecker, John Hunsicker, Benjamin Byerly, and Chris-

tian Long, reported as follows:

Art. 24. Can a member that is cut off, and kept in avoidance,

be afterward released again from the bonds of excommunica-

tion, without acknowledging the fault, or without coming and re-

questing to be released; and in case members are released without

confessing their fault, or desiring to be released, how shall other

members conduct themselves toward them?

Considered, that, where a member has committed one of those

faults mentioned by the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 5), and has been put

in avoidance, the church having sufficient evidence that he has

ceased from those evils, and by his earnest request, he may be re-

leased out of the bonds of avoidance.

Art. 25. There is a body of people, or brethren, in the far

West, whose doctrine and practice is somewhat different from

ours. Some of our brethren live near, or almost among them.

Now, the question arises, are the brethren privileged, according

to the gospel, to hold communion with them, under existing cir-

cumstances?

Considered, that, according to the gospel, and the constant

practice of the church, it would not be advisable for brethren to

commune with them, until a union is effected, and they are agreed

to practice according to the ancient order of the church. 1 Cor.

4: 17.

Art. 26. Why the Annual Meeting was not conducted, or car-

ried out, according to the order or plan laid down at the Yearly

Meeting, 1847?

Considered, that the querists shall be referred to the Minutes

of Yearly Meeting, 1848, Art. 29, where twelve letters are men-

tioned, which contained chiefly remonstrances against said plan.

Art. 27. About the laying on of hands, on deacons, when in-

stalled into office?

Considered, that the brethren, after a long continued and at-

tentive investigation of the Word of God, on this agitating subject

in question, have come to the following conclusion:

Whereas, it is plain, from the acts and proceedings of the

apostles, that there must have been deacons in those days, and
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that these deacons must have been active in their office, before
the seven teachers or evangelists were chosen and installed into
their office (See Acts 2: 45, and 4: 35): " Distribution was made
unto every man, according as he had need "—from which we con-
clude, if distributions were made to every man, there must, of
course, have been those that made them; hence, it is the opinion
of the brethren, in this council assembled, that these seven chosen
and set before the apostles (Acts 6: 6) were selected from among,
as we might say, the first class of teachers (See Acts 6: 3, 8; 8:

6, 7, 36-38; 21: 8), and hands laid on them by the apostles, to es-
tablish them, to settle the difficulty that had risen among the
deacons about the daily ministrations, and that the seven were
not deacons in the restricted sense of the word, and were never
called such—the word deacon never once occurring^in the whole
book of Acts.* Therefore, the laying on of hands' ought to be
practiced on such old teachers that are set apart, and deacons ought
to be received into their office by hand and kiss, as the prac-
tice has been hitherto with the brethren. The English version con-
tains the word deacon twice more (1 Tim. 3: 10, 13), but the Greek
original has not the same word, and the German translation is

more correct in these two instances, saying, literally (verse 10),
"Then let them serve, being found faithful; " (verse 13), " For they
that serve well, purchase to themselves a good degree," etc.

The seventh committee, consisting of Brethren Abraham
Miller, Joseph Harter, David Mishler, Henry Bear, and Moses
Shoup, reported as follows:

Art. 28. How is it considered, when a district or church do

not observe the ancient order of the brethren, and have new orders

among them?

Concluded, that no district church has any right to make
changes in any thing whatsoever, contrary to "the ancient order,
without proper investigation before, and the general consent of,

the Annual Meeting.

Art. 29. Is a member, brother or sister, not as justifiable in

buying lottery tickets as in purchasing bank stock, or taking eight

or ten per cent interest on money loaned to a brother?

Considered, that buying lottery tickets is very wrong; taking
more than lawful interest is worse still, and taking stock in a
bank ought to be avoided, also, by brethren. (One wrong can
never justify another.)

The eighth committee, consisting of Brethren David Ulrey,
John Molsbaugh, Elias Dickey, Philip Wampler, and D. Summer,
reported as follows:

* The word deacon (Greek diakonos) occurs about thirty times in
the New Testament, and is rendered in the common English version
twenty times minister, seven times servant, and only three times
deacon. (See Matt. 20: 26; 22: 13; 23, 11; Mark 9: 35; 10: 43; John 2:
5, 9; 12: 26; Rom. 13: 4 (twice); 15: 1; 1 Cor. 3: 6; 6:4; 11: 15 (twice),
and 23; Gal. 2: 17; Eph. 3: 7; 6: 21; Phil. 1: 1; Col. 1: 7; 1 Thess. 3: 2; 1
Tim. 3; 8, 12; 4: 6.
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Art. 30. Who are the proper persons in the church to admin-

ister the ordinance recorded by James (v. 14)?

Considered, the bishops, or ordained elders.

Art. 31. Is there any second order in the church, who may
administer the above ordinance in cases of great and pressing

necessity, when the proper administrators cannot be had in time

for the urgency of the case?

Considered, in such case, brethren in less office, if at least

one of them is authorized to baptize, might serve.

Art. 32. May the above ordinances be administered to a per-

son who is not a member of the church, although solemnly believ-

ing in the healing virtues of the above, both spiritually and bodily,

and requesting the church; such person being in a dangerous situa-

tion, having shown fruits of repentance, and perfect willingness, if

spared, to bow under the order of the church?

Considered, that it could not be done, but that we are to di-

rect them to the grace and mercy of God.

The ninth committee, consisting of Brethren Daniel Miller, of

Ohio, Philip Ramer, Martin Miller, John Pfoutz, and John Eller,

reported as follows:

Art. 33. Whether members, who have been put in avoidance,

can be released without their request?

Considered, that they cannot.

Art. 34. Would it not be better, and more correspondent with

the gospel, if the brethren would hold the Lord's Supper more in

unison with each other; for it appears that some have bread and

cheese, and some have meat and soup, etc.?

Considered, that uniformity would be better.

Art. 35. If a brother transgress, so as to be deemed guilty

of avoidance, should he not be cited to appear before the church,

in the presence of the witnesses, to hear the testimony given?

Considered, that he ought to be particularly requested to at-

tend.

Art 36. In case such member be found guilty, by whom should

he be informed?

Concluded) that this is a duty incumbent on the ordained

brethren.

Art. 37. If it is proven, by two or three brethren, that a
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brother has been drinking to excess, yet not so much as to disable

him from keeping on his feet, but has often before been charged,

and also before been set back or put in avoidance, and still denies

the charge, would he not come under the class of drunkards, or

would it be prudent to hold him as a brother, or should he be ex-

pelled by the proof of four or live witnesses, though not members

of the church?

Considered, that no member should be put in avoidance with-

out positive proof, from members, that he or she has been guilty

of one of those sins mentioned by Paul (1 Cor. 5: 11).

Art. 38. Have we sufficient right, according to the gospel,

to put a man in avoidance who has already been put back from

the kiss, the communion, and the council, and disowned as a

brother?

Considered, that the church has the power to do so.

The eleventh committee, consisting of Brethren Daniel Jordan,

Abraham Witmer, Jacob Metzger, Abraham Flory, and John

Roberts, reported as follows:

Art. 39. How is it considered, when there is a regular meeting

in rotation in a district, and a meeting is requested by people

who are yet without the church, regularly every four or six

weeks?

Considered, that a meeting may be held at the house of any
one that is friendly to the Brethren, on his request, if not inter-

fering with other appointments.

Art. 40. Whether an ordained brother, who had been once in

avoidance, can be restored again to his full office?

Considered, that a brother can be restored again to his full

office by the voice of the church (as in a choice).

Art. 41. A request for a committee to be appointed and sent

to investigate a difficulty existing in the Mansfield congregation.

Considered, that this meeting sees fit to nominate Brethren

John Frantz, Daniel Jordan, John Molsbaugh, and John Shoemaker,

as the committee for that purpose.

The twelfth committee, consisting of Brethren John Shively,

Michel Myer, Chr. Wise, Rudolph Mohler, and Jacob Studybeeker,

report as follows:

Art. 42. Is it consistent with the gospel for the brethren to

recommend to the churches a day of fasting, to be observed an-

nually, and to have it published in the Minutes of the Annual

Meeting?
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Considered, inasmuch as the gospel teaches us to fast and pray,
to always pray, and never faint; and the Great Teacher says, a,

certain species of evil spirits cannot be cast out but by fasting and
prayer, we hope that every Christian shepherd will teach his
flock to pray and fast oftener than once a year, as we do not know
the time when he that goeth about as a roaring lion may tempt or
deceive us.

Art. 43. Why is it, that on our yearly visits, we ask the hus-

band of a sister, who himself is not a member of the church, if

he knows anything against any member; yet we are not to re-

ceive his evidence in council against a member?

Considered, that it is true, what Paul says, " What have I to
do with those out of the church? " yet this does not prevent us
from that which is no more than an act of courtesy toward the
husband of a beloved sister in the Lord. (See Phil. 4: 8.)

Art. 44. A request from the brethren in northern Indiana
for the Annual Meeting of 1852.

Considered, to be left for decision of next Annual Meeting.
In conclusion, it is to be repeated, that our next Annual Meet-

ing will be, God willing, at the Brick meetinghouse, near New
Plope, Augusta County, Virginia, to begin on Saturday before
Pentecost, A. D. 1851. Addresses to be made, if necessary, to Bro.
John Gerber, New Hope, or Bro. Peter Miller, Mount Sidney, all
in Augusta County, Virginia.

The business of this meeting being disposed of, a song of
praise was sung, and the meeting closed, as usual, with prayer.

Signed by the following elders:
The general committee—George Hoke, Peter Nead, James

Tracey, Samuel Gerber, Joseph Gerber, John Brower, Benj. Bow-
man, Daniel Yundt, Dan. Bernhard.

Others elders—Jacob Miller, of St. Joseph, Geo. Hoover, David
Hardman, John Myer, J. Leatherman, John Shively, Henry Nen,
John Hart, Joseph Harter, David Miller, of St. Joseph.

ANNUAL MEETING OP 1851.

New Hope, Augusta County, Va.

Friday evening the traveling brethren arrived in the neighbor-
hood, and on Saturday morning public worship began, and was
continued until Sunday afternoon, under a great press of the peo-
ple. On Monday and Tuesday the business of the council meeting
was taken in hand, and gone through. The chief points, which
occurred, were as follows:

Article 1. A letter from East Tennessee, Knob Creek church,
concerning a confusion and division in that church.
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Concluded, that a committee should be appointed by the Year-

ly Meeting, to go to East Tennessee, to assist the brethren there

in adjusting their difficulties; and that this committee, and others

of the same character, should he appointed by the general com-
mittee.

The following brethren were appointed for this business,

viz.: Benj. Bowman, John TIershberger, John Kline, and Daniel

Brower, all of Rockingham, and Benj. Moomaw, of Roanoke, Vir-

ginia.

Art. 2. A query, whether it is right to burden brethren with

paying postage, for letters sent by mail, they being not interested

in the same?

Considered, that brethren should pay postage in advance,

when sending letters to get information for their own benefit, in

all cases.

Art. 3. A query, whether it is right for brethren to dismiss

the congregation, by pronouncing a blessing over the people?

Considered, that inasmuch as we have neither command, nor

example, from our great High Priest and his apostles, of pro-

nouncing a blessing upon the people, and inasmuch as preachers

are as needy of blessings as their hearers, for which we ask in our

prayers, after sermon/ we would deem it more unassuming, and

more agreeable to humility, to follow the footsteps of our ancient

brethren, as they followed Christ.

Art. 4. A request from the brethren in Shelby County, Ohio,

for a committee to examine into the proceedings of the Logan

church in a case of excommunication.

Concluded, that Brethren George Shively and Joseph ShowaL
ter, of Stark, John Molsbaugh, of Knox, John Shoemaker, of Mo-
hegan, and Jacob Kurtz, of Wayne County, be a committee to visit

said churches in Logan and Shelby.

Art. 5. A letter about the difficulties in Salomony Church, In-

diana.

Concluded, that Brethren John Miller, of Elkhart, Henry Neff,

of Turkey Creek, Dav. Shoemaker, of Huntingdon, Nichol. Frantz,

of Eel River, Abraham Moss and John Bowman, of Wayne County,

be a committee to visit said church.

Art. 6. A query concerning the ordaining of elders.

Considered, that the ordination of elders is of the utmost im-

portance to the church, and should always be under the special

guidance of the Holy Spirit, who will teach and remind a church

of the right person and the proper time for ordination; that there

should be a full union of the church, and the elders present, on the
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subject; and that where there is any serious objection, according
to the word of God (see 1 Tim. 3: 1-7; Titus 1: 7), the elders and
the church should be cautious to proceed, if the objection could not
be removed.

Art. 7. Should brethren have the privilege to put up light-

ning-rods?

Considered, that Ave would not advise brethren to do so;
nor would we say to those who have the in, to take them down; but
advise all our dear brethren to bear with each other in such mat-
ters, and try to put their chief trust in God.

Art. 8. What is the opinion of the Yearly Meeting, with re-

gard to having a paper published, under the title, " The Monthly-

Gospel Visitor"?

Considered, at this council, that we will not forbid Bro.
Henry Kurtz to go on with the paper for one year; and that all

the brethren or churches will impartially examine the " Gospel
Visitor," and if found wrong, or injurious, let them send in their

objection at the next Annual Meeting.

Art. 9. Would it not be better to alter the plan of holding our

Annual Meeting, so as to have no public preaching, but only a

church council meeting?

Considered, that at this time we would make no more altera-

tion but this, that instead of meeting on Friday, and having public

meeting on Saturday and Sunday, we will come together on Sat-
urday evening, and meeting to commence on Sunday morning, and
to be no communion meeting at the place of the Annual Meeting;
the council meeting then to commence on Tuesday morning.

Art. 10. Would it not be proper to reconsider the forty-second

query of 1850, or was it correctly answered?

Considered correctly answered.

Art. 11. An appeal to this Yearly Meeting, from White Oak
church, in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, to appoint a committee

to investigate, and, if possible, to settle the difficulties existing

there.

Considered, to grant the request, and to appoint Brethren An-
drew Spanogle, Peter Long, and Samuel Lehman, of Pennsylvania,
and Philip Boyle and Daniel P. Sayler, of 'Maryland, to be the
committee.

Art. 12. Whether it is according to the gospel for brethren

to administer the communion to a sick or disabled member, in

the daytime, and without celebrating the other ordinances connect-

ed with it?
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Considered, not to be according to the gospel.

Art. 13. A complaint from Sister Brand, of Frederick County,

Virginia.

Considered, that Brethren Benj. Bowman, Peter Miller, John
Wine, Samuel Wampler, and Jacob Biser, be a committee to visit

the church, in which the sister and members concerned live, and

investigate the matter.

Art. 14. Whether it would be contrary to our profession, and

the doctrine of Christ, to make contributions to, or become mem-
bers of, the American Colonization Society, with the view of the

furtherance of the liberty of the African race?

Considered, that a person may contribute to the society, but

not become a member.

Art. 15. How is it considered, for brethren to appoint meetings

for prayer exclusively?

Considered, that the brethren cannot recommend such meet-
ings, as a general thing, except in cases of peril; but, on the other

hand, they consider it a duty and privilege to pray in our families,

and in the closet, and other secret places, as well as to join the

public prayer in our regular meetings for worship.

Art. 16. How is it considered for brethren, that hold prayer-

meetings, and invite others, that are of a different belief, to take

part in prayer, and call them brethren?

Considered utterly wrong for brethren to do so.

Art. 17. Whether the form of words used in the ordinance

of baptism, as laid down at the Annual Meeting, A. D. 1848, could

not be reconsidered?

Considered, to leave it as the minutes of 1848 have it.

Art. 18. Would it not be advisable for the brethren, assembled

in Annual Meeting, to establish certain well established, ordained

elders, and send them, two by two, to visit certain districts ap-

pointed to them, etc.?

The decision to lay over till next year.

Art. 19. How are the brethren, when called upon, to pro-

ceed in holding funeral services?

Considered, that according to the general and ancient practice

of the brethren, we would advise, that, in all cases, the services

should be begun and concluded by singing and prayer.
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Art. 20. Whether it is according to the gospel, to let any

of our poor members go to the county poor-house?

Considered, that we know of no passage in the gospel author-

izing this, but of many, where the duty of the church is expressly

enjoined, to support their poor members, and, if not able, to ask

aid from neighboring churches.

Art. 21. Whether a minister, or any other member, has a

right, according to Paul's treating on self-examination, after being

seated at the communion-table, to order from the table any brother

or sister; or whether Paul's sentiment is to leave the member, or

members, until after the communion, and then take them, into the

council of the church?

Considered, inasmuch as the Apostle Paul writes (1 Cor. 11:

29): "He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink-

eth damnation to himself," we think that no member should be per-

mited to remain at the communion-table, when he, or she, is known,
to a member of the church, to have been guilty of a violation of

the order of the house of God.

Art. 22. How do the brethren, in general, pass the kiss at the

communion-table? Is it to the brother who sits at the adminis-

trator's right or left?

Considered, that we see no difference; but leave it to the
administrator, as he sees proper, or as circumstances will admit.

Art. 23. Is it right for our teachers to enter up into pulpits,

in other denominations' meeting-houses, and teach there?

Considered, that brethren should give no offense, neither to

Jew nor Gentile, nor to the church of Christ; but we would advise
brethren not to go up, when they can avoid it, as the brethren
had considered once before.

Art. 24. With regard to the twenty-eighth query, in 1849,

a more definite answer is required, how far a brother may go, in

order to recover indemnification for losses sustained from a rail-

road, turnpike, and the like, passing through his land.

Considered, that we might use the provision of the law;
that is, petition the court for what it will make, as damages, but
should use no violence, by putting the law in force for a recom-
pense.

Art. 25, How shall the brethren at Beaver Dam, Maryland,

proceed with the money willed by Bro. John Gerber, deceased, to

be distributed among the various churches that have need in the

different states?
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It is the advice of the assembled brethren, that Bro. Daniel
P. Sayler (bis address is Middleburg, Carroll County, Maryland)
be appointed a general corresponding agent, George Hoke and
John P. Ebersole, agents for the north part, and Peter Nead and
John Brower, for the south part of Ohio; Abraham Moss for the
south, and Jacob Miller, of St. Joseph, for the north part of In-
diana; Joseph Emmert for Illinois, and adjacent states; Benj.
Bowman for the north, and Abraham Neff for the south parts of
Virginia, Carolina, and Tennessee; Jac. Meyer, of Somerset, for

western Pennsylvania; Andrew Spanogle for the part of Pennsyl-
vania, east of the Alleghany and west of Susquehanna; and Christ.

Langenecker, for Pennsylvania, east of Susquehanna and New
Jersey, to report to Daniel P. Sayler, as soon as convenient, the
number of churches, and where situated, who are the elders of

them, and where there is help necessary. It is further our advice
that the above brethren shall report to the committee of the An-
nual Meeting, every year, how much of said money, and where it

was distributed.
Finally, with regard to the next Annual Meeting, there was

but one invitation from our brethren in northern Indiana, for the
meeting in 1852, and two invitations for that in 1853—one from our
brethren on Beaver Dam, and the other from our brethren in

Washington County, all in Maryland; and it was concluded, that
our next Yearly Meeting, on Pentecost, 1852, should be, God
willing, in Turkey Creek church, at the place of Jonathan Weiland,
five miles south of Goshen, Elkhart County, Indiana. Letters on
the subject to be addressed to Jacob Miller, or James Tracey,
South Bend, Indiana, or to John Miller and Henry Neff, Goshen,
Indiana. Also, concluded, that the Yearly Meeting, in 1853, should
be at the Beaver Dam meeting-house, Frederick County, Maryland.
Letters to be addressed to Jacob Sayler, Johnsville, Frederick
County, or Daniel P. Saylor, Middleburg, Carroll County, Maryland.

In conclusion, all united in praises to God for the signal
blessings, and especially for the harmony and love, which pre-
vailed throughout the whole meeting.

Signed, in behalf of the meeting, by the committee of elders—
George Hoke, John Bowman, John Letherman, Christian Long-
enecker, John Kline, D. P. Sayler, Dan. Brower, Jam. 11. Tracey,
Jacob Meyer, Henry Kurtz.

First committee—Daniel Yundt, Christ. Wenger, Mich. Petry,
John P. Ebersole, Abr. Flory, L. Furrey.

Second Committee—Peter Nead, Dan. Hollinger, James Tabler,
Adam Brown, Jacob Tomer, John Wine.

Third Committee—John Wine, Jacob Sommers, John Brubach-
er, Benj. Byerly, John Deardorff, John Ogg.

Fourth Committee—John Hershberger, Benj. Moomaw, David
Bock, Jacob Miller, of Logan, Jacob Miller, of Rockingham, Jacob
Guth.

Fifth Committee—Peter Nininger, John Garber, David Brandt,
Abr. Grabill, Mich. Emmert, Daniel Senger, Dan. Brower, of Ohio.

Sixth Committee—Abraham Neff, Peter Miller, Christ. Wise,
Thomas Clark, jun., David Rothrock, Jacob Brubacher.

Seventh Committee—Abraham Maas, Benj. Bowman, Jac.
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Biser, Jacob Ebersole, Jacob Wine, Will. George.
Eighth Committee—Jacob Miller, of Portage, Thomas Clark,

sen., David Rinehart, Abraham Knopp, Jacob Hemail, David
Beeghly, Isaac Miller.

Ninth Committee—-John Miller, of Elkhart, George Schafer,
George Bear, Daniel Keller, Jac. Mehring, Martin Gerber.

Tenth Committee—John Molsbaugh, James Kelso, Jac. Brow-
er, Christ. Rupp, Will. Angle, David Kline.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1852.

Turkey Creek, Elkhart County, Ind.

According to appointment of last year, the brethren began to

assemble on Saturday, and on account of quite a large congrega-

tion being collected, public worship was commenced that after-

noon, and continued on Sundaj^ from 9 o'clock in the morning till

late in the afternoon. On Monday morning, before public worship,

the Yearly Meeting was organized by a general committee being

chosen, which then retired and receded the papers sent in, while

public worship was continued. Monday evening the papers were
distributed among eleven committees, and on Tuesday morning,

the 1st of June, the general council commenced, as usual, with

singing, exhortation, and prayer. The following points came up
at this time for consideration, in the fear of God:

Article 1. Proceedings of a council-meeting, held November
22, 1851, in Adams County, Illinois, by the brethren known as

Western Brethren, with propositions for a reunion with the body
of our brotherhood, represented in this meeting.

After the differences having been stated, and considerable con-
versation had on the subject, it was finally concluded, that this
meeting does not feel satisfied how a fall and true union can be ob-
tained on the propositions made by the Western Brethren, and
that therefore this matter should be postponed until the dear
brethren in the West become better acquainted still with the
grounds of our practice; and meanwhile we should exercise char-
ity and Christian love toward them.

Art. 2. A letter from Jefferson County, Iowa, referring to

the differences existing between the brethren, called the Western
brethren, and those of our brethren settled around and among them,
from the East, and wishing to be guided in their intercourse with
them by the counsel of this meeting.

Considered, as answered by the foregoing decision.

Art. 3. Have we a right to help make the political government,
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and to serve as officers, also, to put the law in force against any of

jur fellow-men, in any case whatever."

Considered, that the brethren should be careful, and not be-

tray their profession in helping to make and serve the civil govern-

ment, and, if they give in their vote, they should do it in a quiet

md peaceable manner, without taking part in electioneering, and

return immediately from the ground; that brethren should hold no

office under the civil government that would cause them to betray

their faith; and as respects using the law against our fellow crea-

tures, brethren should use lenity and Christian forbearance toward

our fellow-men, and not compel them by the law, unless prompt-

ed so to do by stern necessity. But before so doing they should

always take the counsel of the church.

Art. 4. In regard to the continuation of the " Gospel Visitor."

It was concluded, that inasmuch as there is a diversity of

opinion upon the subject some in favor, and others opposed—we

cannot forbid its publication at this time, and hope those brethren

opposed to it will exercise forbearance, and let it stand or fall, on

its own merits.

Art. 5. Respecting the publication of the names of the special

committees in the minutes.

It was considered advisable not to insert so many names.

Art. 6. Whether it would not be advisable to read the pro-

ceedings of the meeting at the conclusion of the same meeting?

Considered, unnecessary, inasmuch as they are read again and

again, one by one. But that the elders of each district should pro-

cure a copy of the proceedings of the Annual Meeting, and have

the same read before their respective churches, and preserve the

same for reference.

Art. 7. With regard to sending traveling brethren, according

to Art. 18 of last year's minutes.

It was concluded, that every church, and even members, have

the privilege to call on the Yearly Meeting, or otherwise, for breth-

ren to visit them.

Art. 8. Whether the commission of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ (Matt. 28: 19, 20; Mark 16: 15) does not require of

the church to send brethren to preach the gospel, where the name

of Christ is not known?

Considered, that the brethren acknowledge the great com-

mission of Christ to its full extent, and that it is the duty of the

church, the ministers, and every private member, to do all that IS

in their power to fulfill that commission in accordance witn

apostolic practice.
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Art. 9. What is the duty of a bishop, who has the oversight
of an adjoining congregation, in which there is no householder,
and only one speaker, and has that church liberty to call elders,
and have a bishop or speaker appointed?

Considered, that it is the duty of a bishop to attend to the
necessities of such church, and if he neglects his duty, such church,
if unanimous, may call other elders to assist them.

Art. 10. Has a brother, who is a speaker, a right to go to so-
called spiritual rappings, and ask such questions as these: " Are
the ordinances of the gospel essential to salvation?" "Are certain
deceased relatives happy?" etc., and to invite the so-called medium
into his neighborhood, who thereupon calls at such brother's house,
and neighbors, and also members, attend there, asking and receiv-
ing information from such medium? How is such a brother to
be dealt with, according to the gospel?

Considered, that such rappings are a lying wonder and delu-
sion, and that these things have been strongly forbidden, both in
the Old and New Testament, as the works of the devil (See Deut
^8: 9-16; Lev. 19: 31; 20: 6, 27; Isa. 8: 19, 20; Acts 16:

'

16-18;"

Luke 11: 14; 2 Thess. 2: 9-11; Rev. 13: 13.) And where any
brother goes so far as stated above, he should be admonished, and
ought to make satisfactory acknowledgments to the church, and
all the members should be earnestly admonished to have nothing
to do with it, and totally to debar it from among them.

Art. 11. Has a brother a right to have or keep in his house
costly musical instruments?

Considered, that members could lay out their money to a bet-
ter advantage.

Art. 12. How is it considered by the brethren, if brethren
aid and assist in building great houses for high schools, and send
their children to the same?

Considered, that brethren should be very cautious and not
mind high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Rom. 12:
16.

Art. 13, How is it considered, for a laboring brother in the
gospel, to attend to store-keeping, or for brethren to sell their
farms and go in for store-keeping?

Considered, that brethren should not do so, and least of all,

the laboring brethren.

Art. 14. How is it considered, when brethren do any kind of
servile work on the Sabbath or Lord's day?
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Considered, that brethren should by no means do airy servile

work on the Christian Sabbath day, nor engage in sporting, such
as fishing, hunting, etc. And in case members will do so, they
should be visited in the name of the church, and heartily admon-
ished to do so no more, and if they should persist in so doing, they
should be dealt with as offenders. (That necessary labors, such as
feeding and watering creatures, preparing food for the family,
and the like, form an exception, is obvious.)

Art. 15. The committee appointed last year to visit Salamony
Church, in this state (Indiana), in order to settle the difficulties

there, reported that they could not yet accomplish the object of

their appointment, but that there was now a prospect of doing it,

and request some more brethren to be added.

Concluded, that this committee should be reappointed, with
the addition of James Traeey, of Elkhart, and Jacob Miller, of
Portage.

Art. 16. Request of a committee to go to Tiffin church,

Seneca County, Ohio, concerning a sister whose husband left her,

and she remained thus forsaken for seven years, but has now got

a bill of divorce, and is married again. The following brethren

were proposed and appointed a committee to investigate and set-

tle this business: Joseph Showalter, of Stark County; John
Molsbaugh, of Knox; John Shoemaker, of Mohegan; Elias Dicky,

of Ashland, and Jacob Kurtz, of Wayne County—all in Ohio.

Art. 17. How are churches to proceed in the following case?

A brother being cut off from the church with an excluded party,

and afterward becomes guilty of adultery.

Considered, to hold him as the church docs such party. See
1 Cor. 5: 13: "But them that are without, God judgeth."

Art. 18. Whether members have a right, by the gospel, to

go begging for money through the different churches?

Considered, that they have no right, according to the gospel,
and where there are poor members that are in a suffering con-
dition, it is the duty of the church in which they live to see to it, and
to supply their wants, and if that church is not able to support
them, the church has a right to apply to the neighboring churches
for help, and not the brother that is in want.

Art. 19. How is it considered, if a brother is legally expelled

from the church, and afterward is taken sick, when he calls

for the brethren, and requests of them to be anointed, and the

brethren do anoint him, knowing that he is excluded from the

church?

Considered, that according to gospel, we have no right to
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anoint such as are not in fellowship with the church. The Word
(See James 5) goes only to the faithful.

Art. 20. Are persons, who can he up and about, and go to

meeting, proper subjects to receive the anointing, or has the apostle

only reference to such who are altogether confined?

Considered, that the apostle has only alluded to those who are
sick or in a decline of life.

Art. 21. Is it agreeable to the sense of the Word, that the

anointing should be performed more than once in the same ill

ness or confinement?

Considered, that no person should be anointed more than once
in the same sickness, according to our understanding of the Word
of God.

Art. 22. If a member leaves the church and joins another de-

nomination, and after a while leaves that denomination and makes
application to be received back into the church again, has the

church a right to receive that member again?

Considered, that by acknowledging his or her fault, and giving
satisfaction to the church, he may be received again.

Art. 23. Is it right for brethren to take an active part in the

construction of public works, such as railroads, turn-pikes, plank-

roads, and canals, and thereby are instrumental in damaging the

property of many citizens?

Considered, that brethren ought not to take an active part in

any public work, to the injury of private property, but always
should do as they would wish to be done unto, and not be en-
tangled with the affairs of this world. 2 Tim. 2: 4.

Art. 24. Have we a right to refuse the salutation of the holy

kiss to a brother that is intoxicated with strong drink, or to one

that is unclean by the intemperate use of tobacco?

Considered, that no brother could be censured if he refuses
to salute a brother intoxicated, or unclean with using tobacco or
strong drink.

Art. 25. A call for a committee to be sent to Jonathan's Creek,

Ohio. The following brethren were appointed for the business:

John Molsbaugh, John Shoemaker, of Mohegan, John P. Ebersole,

Jacob Kurtz, and Henry Davy.

Art. 26. A request for a committee to visit two church dis-

tricts in Montgomery County, Ohio. The request was granted

by nominating Benjamin Bowman and David Hardman, of Indiana;
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Daniel Miller, of Preble; George Butterbaugh, of Miami; John

Frantz, of Clark; Michael Meyer, of Montgomery, and Abraham

Miller, of Allen—all in Ohio. •

Art. 27. Is it according to the gospel to receive a man into

the church, belonging to the order of Odd Fellows?

Considered, that it is not, unless he is willing to withdraw

from and renounce that order.

Art. 28. A request from the church between Salem and Union,

Montgomery County, Ohio, for the assistance of a committee. This

request was also granted, by appointing George Hoover, of Henry;

George W. Stndybecker, Daniel Miller, of Four-Mile, John Shively

and Martin Cable, all of Indiana, to be said committee.

Art. 29. The following was also proposed and adopted:

This meeting would advise, that every church, before the time of

the Annual Meeting, should take counsel, and select brethren to

represent them in Annual Meeting, and also counsel whether they

have anything to send, and if so, that they pass the counsel of the

church, and put every question on a paper by itself, and state from

what church, and sign it, and fold it, and write on the back of it

briefly what the question is. Thus it should be handed in or sent

by mail. Brethren who would bring questions otherwise than in

the above way, should come before the committee, and state the

question, and the reason why they could not counsel the church,

else the question can not be received. (The object of this is chiefly

to concentrate the business of the meeting, which otherwise could

not be gone through in so short a time as two or three days.)

Art. 30. A petition, signed by more than seventy members, for

a committee to investigate the case of Daniel Zook, of Snake

Spring Valley, Pennsylvania.

Granted, by appointing Peter Pong, of Perry; Andrew Span-

ogle, of Huntingdon, and Jacob Meyer, of Somerset County, all in

Pennsylvania, and Joseph Arnold and Jacob Biser, of Hampshire

County, Virginia, to be said committee.

Art. 31. Regarding our next Annual Meeting, the invitation

was repeated by our dear brethren at Beaver Dam, Maryland, for

next year, and a new invitation laid in from the Aughwick Church,

Pennsylvania, for the year after next.

It was concluded that our next Yearly Meeting should be,

God willing, on Pentecost, 1853, with our beloved brethren in

Beaver Dam church, Maryland, and inasmuch as it has been

granted to our Western brethren to have the Yearly Meeting every

second year, it was agreed, that if they do not make a request, par-

ticularly urging, our dear Aughwick brethren shall have the first

claim for the Yearly Meeting in 1854.
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Letters concerning next Annual Meeting- may be addressed to
either of the. following brethren: Jacob Sayler, or Isaac Pfoutz,
Johnsville, Frederick County, Maryland, or Daniel P. Sayler, Mid-
dleburg, Carroll County, Maryland It was also stated that breth-
ren coming from a distance by railroad should make Monrovia,
Frederick County, Maryland, their Stopping-place, where a brother
will be in attendance at the depot, and conveyances provided to
bring the brethren to the place of meeting.

Finally, the meeting was closed with prayer and praise on
Wednesday afternoon, about 4 o'clock.

Signed by the committee, George Hoke, Geo. Shively, Jos.
Emmert, John Kline, Dan. Bernhart, D. P. Sayler, Ben. Bowman,
D. Miller, H. Kurtz.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1853.

Beaver Dam.

The following points had been presented, and were considered
in the fear of the Lord:

Article 1. Whether it would not give more general satisfaction,

in the arrangement of the standing committee, to select them, by
ballot, out of the whole number of ordained brethren present?

Considered, unanimously, to make no change, in this matter,
from the ancient and present usage, viz., that the elders of the
church, where the Yearly Meeting is held, should have the privi-
lege, as heretofore, to nominate said committee.

Art. 2. Whether it is necessary to abide by the twenty-ninth
article of last year's minutes, with regard to indorsing the letters

on the outside, whether they contained queries or not?

Concluded, unanimously, that this article be so altered that
only the word query, and how many queries? be indorsed on the
outside.

Art. 3. In regard to the fourth query of last year's minutes,
concerning the "Gospel Visitor?"

Inasmuch as the "'Visitor" is a private undertaking of its
editor, we unanimously conclude that this meeting should not any
further interfere with it.

Art. 4, Fs it consistent with the gospel and its principles, as

professed by our brotherhood, when a brother is chosen to the

ministry only, not being authorized to baptize, that the ordained
elder of the congregation should forward such brother, without
consulting the church?

Considered, that all the power under God is vested in the
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church, and that, therefore, the church, should, in all cases, be

consulted.

Art. 5. Is it right for brethren to have intoxicating liquors

at public sales?

Considered as wrong, that it should not be so at all, nor at any

other gathering.

Art. 6. Is it right for brethren to take a dram in public, when

in perfect health?

We are of the opinion that it has the appearance of evil, and

should not be indulged in, or partaken of at all, as a beverage.

Art, 7. How is it considered, when a brother lets his beard

grow awhile, and afterward cuts it off, or trims it according to the

fashion of the world?

The committee was of the opinion, that if a brother lets his

heard grow, in honor of his profession, that he should not cut it

off, nor by any means, to trim it in conformity to the fashions of

the world. (See Rom. 12.) This was adopted.

Art. 8. How shall we proceed, in case we have a love-feast,

and a sister, or sisters, come from another congregation to our

love-feast, who wear ear-rings or jewels; whether we have a right

to take them in council, and, if not willing to lay them off, whether

we are privileged to keep them from the communion table?

The committee was decidedly of opinion that as it is positively

forbidden by Holy Writ (see 1 Peter 3: 3; 1 Tim. 2: 9), it should

not be tolerated, except in cases of actual necessity; and that the

church, where such members propose to participate in the com-
munion, has the right to take them into council, and if they are not

willing to be admonished, to advise them to withdraw till they are

willing to sacrifice those forbidden things.

Art. 9. Concerning slavery. How shall any branch of the

church proceed, in case an individual wishes to become a member,

who is in possession of a slave or slaves, and the law of the State

in which they reside is such that they cannot manumit them in

safety, without transporting them beyond its limits; and as we are

aware that the several states where slavery does not exist are

contemplating and passing strenuous laws, prohibiting their emi-

gration thither, etc., it seems indispensably necessary for us to

adopt some other plan than hitherto practiced, in order that the

church should be kept clear from the evils of slavery, and that

such persons may be enabled to come into Christ's kingdom?

The questions involved were considered too important, and
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therefore concluded to intrust this matter to a committee, to re-

port thereon as soon as possible, the committee to consist of the

following brethren: Joseph Arnold and Benj. Moomaw, of Vir-
ginia, John M. Umstad, Sam. Lehman, Isaac Price, and David
Bosserman, of Pennsylvania, and Daniel P. Sayler and Henry
Koons, of Maryland.

Art. 10. A request from the church in Williams County, Ohio,

for a visit, in order to settle difficulties among the leading mem-
bers of said church.

It was concluded to appoint a committee, consisting of Jacob
Miller, of Portage, Indiana; Abraham Miller, of Allen, John P.

Ebersole, of Seneca, and Elias Dickey, of Ashland, all in Ohio.

Art. 11. What is the most proper or scriptural mode of or-

daining an elder or bishop—b}
r the voice of the church, over whom

the elder is to be ordained, or by the wish or declaration of the

elders or bishops of neighboring churches?

Answered by referring to the minutes of 1851, Art. 6.

Art. 12. Could there not much good be done in the noble

work of spreading the gospel by advising such brethren wishing

to emigrate westward to locate themselves where they are most

needed?

Considered, that we can do no more but recommend to

brethren-teachers moving to the West, to take this into serious

consideration.

Art. 13. Could not the brethren adopt a plan to hold the

Yearly Meetings in such a manner that public preaching might be

held in the neighborhood around, and not at the place for council?

Concluded, to make no change for the present.

Art. 14. How is it considered for a man, who is a brother, to

purchase a man or woman that is a slave, upon condition that

such slave shall be free, or emancipated, after serving the pur-

chaser a certain number of years, agreed upon by the slave and his

purchaser, without consulting the church?

Considered, that no brother should do so without the counsel

of the church; and we believe the better way would be to have
nothing at all to do with slavery in no shape or form whatever.

Art, 15. How would the brethren hold a teacher that had

preached that there was no such a being as a devil and that there

was no serpent that beguiled Eve in the garden of Eden; that it

was only the lust that tempted her and every one; but, after being
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admonished, promised not to teach nor argue said doctrine, yet

still harbors the same belief?

Considered, that such teacher was admonished right, that he

should not preach such doctrine; and if he should still persist in

holding such sentiments, the brethren could not hold him as a

teacher, or even as a member. He should be admonished to

search the Scriptures, which are able to make him wise unto sal-

vation.

Art. 16. Concerning going to law.

Considered, that it should be left as it was decided last year.

(See Minutes of 1852, Art. 3).

Art. 17. Concerning going to political meetings and elections.

Considered best not to attend any such at all, inasmuch as the

true Christian belongs to another kingdom.

Art. 18. Concerning brethren going security for dealers in

ardent spirits, in getting their license to sell the same.

Considered, that brethren should by no means do so.

Art. 19. Concerning brethren purchasing and drawing lottery

tickets.

Considered, that brethren should not have anything at all to

do with this, or any other species of gambling.

Art. 20. Whether brethren should observe days of fasting,

appointed by the President of the United States, or the governors

of the respective states in which we live?

Considered, that brethren should pray always, and not faint,

and also to fast as often as practicable. But. considering Rom. 13:

1-7, and also 14: 5, 6, it should be left optional with the churches

and members to observe such days, or not, as they are
l

fully

persuaded in their own minds."

Art. 21. Have we a right to put away the lamb at the Lord's

Supper, and use beef in the place thereof?

Considered, that we would rather see a lamb prepared
;_
but in-

asmuch as Christ has made us free from the ceremonial law,

and as there is no command in the New Testament that it must

be so, we should bear with each other in love in such matters.

Art. 22. In case a brother would be seen in a trespass against

the gospel by one brother, at one day, and in a similar one by

another brother the next day, and again in a like trespass by a third

brother at another time, whether these three witnesses are suffi-

cient to establish the trespass?
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Considered, that the testimony is sufficient to convict the
brother, and that he should be dealt with according to the gospel.

Art. 23. Does the answer to the tenth query, as it stands on
the minutes of 1846, only forbid the grandeur of paintings and
carpets, or does it forbid them altogether?

We consider the advice of our brethren in 1846 sufficiently
clear.

Art. 24. Is it right to give a certificate to a brother, when he
moves out of the church district without paying his debts, or giv-

ing general satisfaction to his creditors?

Considered, that if the church is satisfied of the brother's hav-
ing been honest, and having done all that he could to pay his debts
and satisfy his creditors, he. ought to have a certificate. But
should the brother be able, and not willing to pay his debts, or
give or try to givt satisfaction to his creditors, he should by no
means have a certificate of full membership m the church.

Art. 25. How is it considered, when brethren hold prayer meet-
ings decently and in order?

Considered, that every brother should meet daily with his
family, for worship in his own house; that when brethren meet
together, accidentally or by appointment, they are at perfect liberty
to sing and pray together, read the Scriptures, and exhort each
other, all of which should be done decently and in order; but we
would advise our brethren to drop the name of prayer meeting,
and call them simply meetings.

Art. 26. How one arm of the church shall proceed toward an-
other, in case of a departure from the general order of the
church?

Considered, that inasmuch as all the arms of the church are
but one body in Christ, and each arm stands in the same relation
to the other as an individual member stands to the other individual
member; and inasmuch as an individual is not only at liberty, but
commanded to go to his brother, if that brother has clone some-
thing by which he considers himself grieved, in order to gain his
brother to an arm of the church, feeling aggrieved at proceedings
in and by another arm, has not only a right, but also a solemn duty
to do likewise, and to do it either by going or writing to such arm.

Art. 27. Whether it is allowed for brethren to distill fruit,

or get it distilled, and sell the liquor?

We say, No, not at all.

Art. 28. Is it right for a brother to go to college, or teach
the same.

Considered, that we would deem colleges a very unsafe place
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for a simple follower of Christ, inasmuch as they are calculated

to lead us astray from the faith and obedience to the gospel.

Art. 29. Is it in accordance with the gospel for brethren to

go to the county and state fairs, exhibiting property, or otherwise

taking part in the same?

Considered, as quite unbecoming and improper for pilgrims

being found there. We should remember poor Christian at Vanity

Fair.

Art. 30. How is it considered when brethren preach a doc-

trine, which is not in accordance with the decision of the Yearly

Meeting, and speak privately to or with members against such de-

cisions?

Considered, that for love and union sake they ought not to

do so.

Art. 31. Can a brother be judged by testimony from without

the church, if he denies the charge?

Considered, that he cannot. (See Minutes of 1837, Art. 2).

Art. 32. When an ordained brother sues, or causes to be sued,

a brother in an adjoining church, where is the case to be investi-

gated?

Considered, that it is to be investigated in the church where
the ordained brother lives.

Art. 33. Is it right to discuss moral questions in our meeting-

houses? ,

Considered, that our brethren had better keep the houses, built

for the worship of God, exclusively for that special purpose.

Art. 34. How is it considered when a brother goes to law,

in order to collect money due him, and other brethren justify him

in it, and even speakers can see no wrong in it, and are opposed

to having it brought before the church?

Considered, that it is not in accordance with the gospel to

make use of the law to collect money, and that it is wrong for

brethren to justify it, and still more wrong for speakers to oppose

its being brought before the church.

Art. 35. How is it considered when churches, having no over-

seer, call upon those old brethren, who have an oversight over

them, to come and assist them in weighty matters, and they do not

attend?

Considered, that such elders ought to attend, and if they do not,



140 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1853

the church may call on other elders to assist them. (See Minutes
of 1852, Art. 9).

Art. 36. How is it considered when a brother, at a love-feast,

or meeting where dinners arc given, having been at the first table,

where a blessing was asked, and thanks returned orderly, after-

ward rises, and returns thanks at the second or third table?

Considered, that it had better not been done.

Art. 37. As regards testimony between members, where two
of the brethren's children testify in the same case, but contradict

each other; the one brother's child being a member, the other

not, but of good moral character.

Considered, that all other things being equal, we take the tes-

timony of a brother or member,

Art. 38, Is a church justifiable in expelling a member for the

crime of drunkenness, so long as members generally continue in

the custom, whereby men are made drunkards?

Considered, as drunkenness comes directly from moderate
drinking, therefore every church should keep the advice of the
Yearly Meeting, to use no intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and
then they can consistently disown the brother.

Art. 39. Would it not be more consistent with the gospel,

and the practice of the apostles, to extend the kiss, termed the holy

kiss and the kiss of charity, to each other only when coming to-

gether and separating from each other and not at feet-washing

and the communion; or did our Lord and Master indeed institute

such a thing in that night in which he was betrayed?

Considered, that we feel perfect liberty in the gospel, to con-
tinue as we always heretofore have done.

Art. 40. Report from Jonathan's Creek Church, in Ohio, and
repeated request for a new committee.

Request granted; and Brethren Geo. Shively, from Stark
County, John Shoemaker, of Mohegan, John P. Ebersole, of
Seneca, John Molshaugh, of Knox, Jacob Kurtz, of Wayne, and
Henry Davy, of Delaware County, Ohio, appointed to be said
committee.

Art. 41, Whether, in holding a choice for a teacher, after

taking the voice of the church, there ought not to be lots cast

between the two highest?

Considered, that the practice of the church, generally, is to
receive him who has tiie highest number of voices.



1853] the Church of the Brethren 141

Art. 42. If a person makes application to be received into the

church, and believes that the wicked will be totally burned up,

can he be received with that faith or not?

Considered, that persons should, in the first place, be taught

the principles of the gospel, and then be baptized on Ins faith,

showing forth fruits of repentance.

Art. 43. Concerning anointing the sick with oil.

Considered, that it should be administered according to the

manner laid down by the brethren in the^ minutes of 1844, to be

reprinted now again, if there is room left.

Art. 44. How it is considered when choices are held for teach-

ers or deacons, in a different manner from the general usage,

choosing by ballot, in presence of all the church, and without or-

dained elders from other churches being present?

Considered, that a choice should be held by each and every

member coming before the elders, and giving their voice privately.

The presence of two, or at least one ordained elder, from another

church, has been deemed necessary always, so as to avoid the least

appearance of partiality, etc.

Art. 45. Inasmuch as there had been a difference in the form

of words, in administering baptism, settled and brought to a

union some years ago, could we not, also, come to a full union and

agreement with regard to feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, etc.,

so that a member from one section would find in every other sec-

tion the same celebration, in manner and form, as at home?

Considered, to refer this to the next Yearly Meeting.

Art. 46. Concerning the place of our next Yearly Meeting,

invitations had been sent in from our brethren in Ashland County,

Ohio, for next year, and from Aughwick church, Pennsylvania, for

the year after next.

It was, therefore, concluded, that the Yearly Meeting, on

Pentecost, 1854, is to take place, God willing, with our beloved

brethren in Ashland County, Ohio, and, if the request be repeated,

the year after next with our loving brethren on Aughwick, Hunt-

ingdon County, Pennsylvania.
g

Brethren coming to Yearly Meeting with no other object than

this, will bear in mind, that in order to lessen the burden of the

Yearly Meeting, to the church where it is held, it has been agreed

upon,' two years ago, not to meet before Sunday morning, and

that it is consequently not necessary to arrive in the neighborhood

before Saturday evening.

As to the Yearly Meeting next year, in Ashland County, it

was stated by Bro
~

Rlias Dicky, that brethren from the East;
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coming by railroad, should stop at Wooster, and brethren from
the West, at Mansfield, whence the brethren of Ashland will make
arrangements to have them conveyed to the place of meeting.
Necessary written communications will be attended to, by address-
ing them to Elias Dicky, Ashland, Ohio.

In conclusion, all united once more in prayer and praises to

God for the assistance granted to go through the labors of this

Yearly Meeting, asking pardon for all that was amiss, and com-
mending ourselves, with all the churches of the living God, to his
care and protection.

Signed, in behalf of the meeting, by the committee of elders
—Geo. Hook, Daniel Miller, Elias Dicky, of Ohio; Benj. Bowman,
David Miller, of Indiana; Joseph Emmert of Illinois; Benjamin
Bowman, John Kline, of Virginia; Christ. Longenecker, Peter Long,
of Pennsylvania; Jacob Leatherman, Jacob Sayler, of Maryland.

A true record. Henry Kurtz, Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1854.

Ashland County, Ohio.

Having again been permitted, through the mercy of God,

to meet in general council, on Monday morning the meeting was
organized by appointing a standing committee of twelve ordained

elders—two from each State (Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia,

Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois) represented, and a clerk, wdio, having

retired to a private room, received the messengers and papers sent

from the different churches. Churches represented, 107, by 36 or-

dained elders, 58 ministers in the second, and 21 in the first degree;

40 deacons, and 15 private members. Ten committees were nomi-

nated to examine the papers, and report thereon to the meeting,

and on Tuesday morning the council commenced.
The following queries were reported and disposed of, in the

fear of the Lord:

Article 1. Report of the committee appointed last year on the

subject of slavery. (See Minutes of 1853, Art. 9.) The question

having been, " How shall any branch of the church proceed in case

an Individual wishes to become a member who is in possession

of slaves, and the law of the state in which they live is such that

they cannot manumit them in safety, without transporting them
beyond its limits?

"'

u Agreeable to the ninth query of Yearly Meeting of 1853,

concerning slavery, the committee appointed to report the same
have had this subject under serious consideration, in the fear of the
Lord, and do report as follows:
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" First, Under no circumstances can slavery be admitted into

the church.
" Second, In all cases where a holder of a slave or slaves wishes

to become a member in the church, he be required to manumit all

his slaves before baptism, upon the following conditions: The
males to go out free at the age of twenty-one, and the females

at the age of eighteen years. All those over and above these

ages, when manumitted, are to be paid by their former owner such
a sum, either in money or goods, as may be judged right by the

church in which the case may occur, and which is considered as

the best judge, being acquainted with all the circumstances—as a

compensation for their services over age. This will enable the

manumitted to migrate to a land of liberty, and will relieve the

conscience of the liberator from the burden of taking with him to

the bar of God the wages of oppression."

This report was adopted, after a lengthy discussion by the

meeting.

Art. 2. Whether it is contrary to the gospel for brethren to

lay out towns?

Considered, that it is not, but that we would at the same time
caution our brethren against all schemes of extravagant specula-

tion.

Art. 3. Is it agreeable to the gospel for a brother to give

ground for meeting-houses to such that do not preach the gospel

in its purity; and if not, how is he to be dealt with?

Considered, as positively inconsistent with the gospel, as ap-

pears from the following testimonies; 2 John 10, 11; Eph. 5: 11;

2 Cor. 6: 14-18. And as regards the manner of dealing with such,

we recommend that they should be admonished, and required to

make acknowledgment.

Art. 4. Bro. Samuel Lehman was nominated as agent for the

Garber legacy in northern Illinois, in place of Joseph Emmert,

resigned. Approved.

Art. 5. Bro. Daniel Miller, of Preble County, Ohio, was nomi-

nated as agent for the same fund in southwestern Ohio, in place of

John Brower, resigned. Also approved.

Art. 6. Requests for our brethren in northern Illinois for the

Yearly Meeting in 1856.

Postponed till the other business is disposed of.

Art. 7. Can a person be reinstated into the church after hav-

ing been excluded for immoral conduct, when he holds the opinion

that the sisters have no voice in church council?

Considered, better not receive such, as long as they entertain

views contrary to the order of the church.
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Art. 8. Is it expedient for a laboring brother to give liberty

to a private brother to exhort or bear testimony at public wor-
ship?

Considered, as not advisable, and brethren should be cautious
not to offend the church by showing partiality to individual mem-
bers.

Art. 9. If a brother is disowned in one church, and moves to

another at a distance, and there desires to be received again,

showing symptoms of repentance, acknowledging his fault, and be-

ing willing to make reparation as soon as he is able; this being
made known to the church from whence he came, repeatedly, but

nothing is done, nor any answer given by said church—can he be

received under such circumstances by the church wdiere he lives,

or not?

Considered, according to 2 Cor. 2: 6-8, that the church, where
a fault has been committed, should act and answer the church
where the disowned member lives, without delay.

Art. 10. As there is some .difference of opinion respecting

John 13: 5, the question arises, whether one and the same member
shall perform the double act of washing and wiping the saints'

feet?

Considered, in the same light as it was in 1849 (Art. 39),
that the manner of feet-washing could not be amended, inasmuch
as the command is fully obeyed in the way we observe it.

Art. 11. If one or more churches would so choose to come
together in the evening to observe the ordinances of the house of

God, as delivered unto us by the Savior, and continue public wor-
ship next day, believing that thereby some of the evils might be ob-

viated, which too often accompany our love-feasts, would it be

considered a departure from the Word?

Considered, No; hut at the same time we would advise, that
the churches should be careful to observe the ordinances of the
Lord, at the proper time and in due order, and to avoid all unneces-
sary changes.

Art. 12. When a man who says he is very near the brethren,

but yet finds fault with them, comes and wants to hold meetings
among us, what shall we do with him and with such brethren who
go with and encourage such?

Considered, that we ought not to receive such as ministers,
and brethren who encourage them should be admonished, as those
who do not walk consistently with the gospel. " A house di-

vided against itself cannot stand."
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Art. 13. In case a leading brother in the ministry (ordained or

not ordained) would be reported as having committed a gross pub-
lic fault, and the ordained brethren of an adjoining congregation,

at the request of some of the members of the church where the

fault has been committed, call a council in that church and in-

vestigate the matter; have these ordained brethren done right?

Considered, that in such case, those ordained brethren would
have done right, inasmuch as the individual church is, however
large it may be, only a branch or member of the body of Christ,
and inasmuch as it is the duty of ordained elders to take care of
every branch of that body especially when the leading member is

sick or unfaithful.

Art. 14. Is it consistent with the example and doctrine of

Christ and his apostles, when brethren write and publish books,

and afterward revise and republish them, etc.?

Considered, that brethren should be careful in their publi-
cations, and especially of other men's books.

Art. 15. A request for the Yearly Meeting in 1857 to be held

in the church in Washington County, Maryland.

This invitation will be considered in due time.

Art. 16. Is it allowed by the gospel for a sister, after her hus-

band is dead, to be married to her step-son?

t

Considered, not allowed according to the following passages:
1 Cor. 5:1; Lev. 8: 8. Churches should be watchful to purge out
such a leaven from among them.

Art. 17. A request for a committee to visit Upper Conowago
Church , Penn sy 1van ia

.

Granted, and Brethren Jacob Sayler, of Maryland, William
Boyers, of Franklin, John Berkley, of Somerset, Isaac Meyers, of
Union, and Jacob Hollinger, of Dauphin Counties, all in Pennsyl-
vania; nominated as such committee.

Art. 18. Would it be more in accordance with the gospel to

hold our love-feasts on Thursday, before Easter?

Considered, that the gospel does not bind us to any particular
day.

Art. 19. How will it be considered if a brother, serving in the

office of a deacon, does not let his beard grow, and when ad-

monished, opposes, and asks Scripture on that question?

Considered, that the brethren should bear and forbear in love,
and give him the best Scripture ground they can.

10
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Art. 20. Is it not the duty of each church to keep their poor,

and not let them become a county-charge, or, is it right to send a

brother to the poor-house at the expense of the county?

Considered, that this question was fully and correctly answered
in 1851 and 1852. (See Minutes of 1851, Art. 20, and of 1852, Art.

18.)

Art. 21. A request for the next Annual Meeting, in 1855,

by the church on Aughwick, Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania.

Will be considered hereafter.

Art. 22. A request that the oldest bishop choose or appoint

twelve brethren to hold a communion or love-feast at the time

(and place) of Yearly Meeting, as a model, to show us the right

order, according to the gospel.

Considered, that Christ with his apostles, in that doleful night

when he (the Savior) was betrayed, has given a model, and showed
us the right order.

Art. 23. A request to reconsider query 3 on the Minutes of

1853, which reads thus: "Have we a right to help making the

political government, and to serve as officers; also to put the law

in force against any of our fellow-men in any case whatever?"

Considered, that this query was sufficiently and correctlv an-

swered in 1852. (See Rom. 6: 16; 10: 1-3; 2 Pet. 1: 19; 2: 19; 1 John
3: 8, 9; Matt. 6: 24; 2 Cor. 6: 5-8; John 18: 36.)

Art. 24. Is it more in unison with the gospel to use lamb at

our love-feasts instead of beef?

Considered, this query to be answered by the 21st article of

the Minutes of 1853.

Art. 25. Whether the 29th article of the Minutes of 1852

should not be readopted?

Considered, to let it remain as decided last year (Art. 2), with
the understanding that each query should be written on a separate

paper.

Art. 26. A request from Coventry Church, Chester County,

Pennsylvania, for a committee to examine grievances and diffi-

culties there existing.

The request granted, and the following brethren appointed:
Dan. P. Sayler and Philip Boyle, of Maryland; John Kline, of

Virginia, and Samuel Harley, Jacob Wenger, and Christian Longe-
necker, of Pennsylvania.
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Art. 27. A similar request for a committee to visit Lower
Cumberland Church, in Pennsylvania.

Also granted, and Brethren Isaac Pfoutz, of Maryland; Samuel
Miller

?
Peter Long, Andrew Spanogle, and David Bosserman, all

of Pennsylvania, nominated for this committee.

Art. 28. A letter from Fulton County, Illinois, to he answered

by the standing committee, which was done, approving of their

proceedings.

Finally, was considered the question about the next Yearly

Meeting—there having been sent in a request for the Yearly

Meeting in 1855 by our brethren on Aughwick, Huntingdon County,

Pennsylvania; another for the Yearly Meeting in 1856 by our

brethren in northwestern Illinois, and another for the Yearly Meet-

ing in 1857 by our brethren in Washington County, Maryland.

Hence it was concluded, that our next Yearly Meeting should be

held, God willing, with the Aughwick congregation, Huntingdon
County, Pennsylvania, on Pentecost, 1855, and the request for the

succeeding years be put on record, so that if the invitations should

be repeated, and no more pressing claim should intervene, they

may stand first for future consideration.

With regard to our next Annual Meeting on Aughwick, it was

stated by letter from our dear brother, Andrew Spanogle, that it

will be held at their meeting-house; that the nearest station on the

railroad is Mount Union, from whence it is seven miles to the meet-

ing-house, and to Bro. Samuel Lutz, who lives near it. Letters ad-

dressed to Elder Andrew Spanogle, Shirleysburg, Huntingdon

County, Pennsylvania, will be attended to.

Signed in behalf of the meeting and the standing committee

of elders: George Hoke, George Shively, of Ohio; John Kline,

Joseph Arnold, of Virginia; Philip Boyle, Dan. P. Saylcr, of Mary-
land; C. Longenecker, John Berkley, of Pennsylvania; Jacob Mil-

ler, George Hoover, of Indiana; Joseph Emmert, Christian Long,

of Illinois. Henry Kurtz, Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1855.

Aughwick, Huntingdon County, Pa.

After public worship, held on Lord's-day, before the council

meeting was commenced on Monday morning, by singing and

prayer, and making the necessary statements. The meeting was

organized by appointing a standing committee of thirteen elders,
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with two clerks, and one hundred and ten brethren were represent-

ing the churches, who were divided into ten committees, to -ex-

amine and report on the papers sent in. On Tuesday morning

most of the committees were ready to report, and the following

queries were proposed and answered in the tear of the Lord:

Article 1. A request for a committee to visit Sugar Creek

congregation, in Tuscarawas County, Ohio.

Granted, and Brethren Joseph Sho waiter, John Shoemaker,
Elias Dicky, John Molsbaugh, and Jacob Kurtz, appointed for this

visit.

Art. 2. How is it considered, if a young brother and sister

want to marry each other, and being opposed by their parents

(members, too), accomplish their design so late as to bring re-

proach upon themselves and the church?

Considered, that the young members should be dealt with ac-

cording to the circumstances, so as to prove that the church is

not participating in evil, and that the parents should also be ad-

monished, if the church finds them in error.

Art. 3. How is it considered, if a brother, or brethren, belong

to the party so-called " Know-Nothings," and take an active part

in it, trying to persuade brethren to join said party?

Considered, that no brother, who is a member of the so-called

Know-Nothings, or any other secret society, can be a member of

our communion.

Art. 4. Hath a brother a right to defend himself with a deadly

weapon at the appearance of being in danger?

Considered, he hath not, inasmuch as the Savior says to Peter:
' Put up thy sword into his place; for all they that take the sword,
shall perish with the sword." Matt. 26: 52.

Art. 5. Renewal of the invitation from the church in Wash-
ington County, Maryland, for th*e Annual Meeting in 1857.

Considered, that they are entitled to it, provided the invita-
tion is renewed next year.

Art. 6. Is it consistent with the gospel to receive persons into

the church with hand and kiss, when circumstances will not per-

mit baptism to be performed?

Considered, that it is not according to the gospel to consider
persons as members of the church without baptism; yet
they should be encouraged, and, if the}^ wish it, their cases may
be taken into consideration by the church, in council, and they be
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received as candidates for baptism, which is to be performed as
soon as circumstances will permit.

Art. 7. How it would be considered, if a brother obtains a pat-
ent for any invention?

Considered, that it would be safest, in all cases, first to ask
counsel of the church before obtaining a patent.

Art. 8. Whether it is agreeable with the Word of God to erect

tombstones?

Considered, that it would not agree with the principles of the
gospel, such as humility, nonconformity to the world, etc., to erect
large and expensive tombstones.

Art. 9. What course is the church to pursue with members,
and even speakers, who say they cannot see, with the brethren, that

the pardon of sin, and the reception of the Holy Spirit, follow
baptism, believing and contending that many do experience the

pardon of sin and receive the Holy Spirit before baptism, when
such brethren have been admonished, again and again, that they
should not contend for, or preach, such doctrine; but after all the

admonitions and labor to convince them of their error from the

Scriptures, which they will acknowledge, and then turn right about
and contend for the same old thing, thereby wounding the feelings

of the brethren, etc.?

Considered, that we should bear with one another's private
opinion in love, but ought to be united in word and sentiment as
regards 'the common salvation" (Jude 3), and ought to speak
the same thing; that is to say, the plain, simple, Word of God,
and earnestly and unitedly contend for the faith once delivered
unto the saints, and that a doctrine contrary to the common plan
of salvation should not be preached or contended for; but if done,
and the brother is admonished according to the gospel, and he will
not hear, we would have to proceed according to Matt. 18. How-
ever, it was recommended to use all possible leniency, long-suf-
fering, and forbearance in such a case.

Art. 10. How is a church to proceed with members, who were
disowned because the brother married a sister who was married
before to a man (not a brother), and was divorced from him on
account of him commiting adultery, but who has since died?

Considered, if the church is satisfied of the former husband's
death, and with the repentance of the brother and sister, they may
be received again.

Art. 11. Is a speaker allowed to take any amount of money
for marrying that may be offered him, and if so, how much?
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Referred to Art. 9 of the Yearly Meeting in Wayne County,
Ohio, 1848, which reads thus: "Considered, that this meeting
cannot advise brethren to take a fee, and would leave it, as a mat-
ter of conscience, to the ministering brother, with the advice of
the church in which he lives."

Art. 12. How is it considered when members leave at coun-

cil-meetings before it is nearly out, in order to attend another

religious meeting (not of our brethren), and when other members
do not attend council meeting at all?

Considered, that all members should be punctual to attend

council-meetings, and remember the apostle's admonition (Heb.
10: 25): "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as

the manner of some is;" and such as would leave council-meetings,
for no other cause than above mentioned, should be earnestly re-

minded that " God is not the author of confusion." 1 Cor. 14:

33. In conclusion, it was deemed proper to admonish our dear
brethren and sisters to observe that order and decency, in attend-
ing our council meetings, as in all other cases, as the Word teaches
US. 1 Cor. 14: 40.

Art. 13. A request for a committee to visit the church in

Tulpehaccon, Lebanon County, Pennsylvania.

Granted, and Elders Samuel Harley, Jacob Wenger, Jacob Hol-
linger, Samuel Miller, and David Gerlach, appointed.

Art. 14. It is conforming with the world to build meeting-

houses?

Answer: No, if built without unnecessary ornaments, and
only for the worship of God.

Art. 15. How is it considered, if a member is taken to a

Lunatic Asylum by the children, that are not members; is it the

duty of the church to pay the expenses?

Considered, that the church is not bound to pay any debts

but those which it contracts.

Art. 16. A private letter requesting a committee to settle

difficulties in Mahoning Church, Ohio.

Privately answered by the committee.

Art. 17. If two brethren were chosen, at one and the same

time, as ministers in the first degree, and some time afterward

advanced together to the second degree, and in course of time the

church is in need of an overseer or bishop, can those two brethren

both be ordained as such, or only one?

Considered, that in such a case both brethren may be or-
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dained, provided there be no sufficient cause known to prevent it.

Art. 18. In case a young sister, being deceived by promises

of marriage, and is left afterward, in shame and distress, by her

deceiver, can she be retained as a member, if she shows repentance,

etc.?

This question might be answered with a question of the apostle

(1 Cor. 5: 6): "Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the

whole lump?' and it was considered, that such a sister should be

expelled, until she comes and makes humble and public acknowl-
edgment of her error before the church, and affords ample proof

of sincere penitence.

Art. 19. What to do with a person wishing to become a mem-
ber, and confessing to be a Freemason, yet not willing to renounce

it?

Considered, that no person could, or should, be admitted into

the church, unless he shall previously renounce all connection what-
ever with Feemasonry, or any and every other secret society, with

which he may have been connected.

Art. 20. What is the advice of the General Council to in-

dividual members, say four, five, or more, who cannot commune
with the church because they have beef instead of a lamb at their

love-feast?

Considered as good advice for such members to submit to the

order of the church where they live, and to reflect on the admoni-
tion of the apostle (Col. 2: 16, 17): "Let no man, therefore, judge
you, in meat or in drink," etc., "which are a shadow of things

to come; but the body is of Christ." Again, to learn of his ex-

ample (Phil. <k 11), where he says: u For I have learned, in

whatsoever state I am [with whomsoever I am, according to the

German translation] therewith to be content."

Art. 21. Is it according to the gospel, at the close of our

meetings, to sing a hymn, and invite mourners to come forward,

and if none will come, to sing another hymn, and give another invi-

tation, and lastly, to tell the congregation to rise on their feet, and,

with raised hand, speak a blessing over the people?

Considered, that this is not agreeable with the gospel, and
should not be done.

Art. 22. Request for the Yearly Meeting of 1858 from the

brethren in Wabash Valley, Indiana.

The invitation gratefully accepted, and may be granted, God
willing, if repeated.

Art. 23. How it is considered, if a church, having no ordained
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elder, has a case of gross sin, such as is described in 1 Cor.

5: 11, and application is made to ordained elders to assist them, the

elders making an appointment, and failing to attend; has the church
a right to put such members back, or ought the church to hold such

transgressors as full members, until they can get ordained elders?

Considered, that the church may, and ought, to put them back
provisionally, when the crime is sufficiently proven, until ordained
elders can attend.

Art. 24. If two brethren, or members, should raise a quarrel,

before or in the presence of others, so as nearly to come in bodily

conflict, or to fight, can such matter be settled between those

members, or ought it to be brought before the church?

Considered, that such public crimes must be settled before and
by the church.

Art. 25, Concerning the difference in the time of coming
together for holding love-feasts; does it not appear as if there

was a division or disunion among us, when some churches meet
and have public worship (according to ancient order of the breth-

ren) in the forenoon, others at one, two, or three o'clock, and again

others in the evening, about the time when the exercises imme-
diately connected with the Lord's Supper should begin? Could
there not a uniform practice be adopted in this, as it used to be

among the brethren in by-gone years?

Considered, to be left to the consideration of the churches, and
to let them decide when their love-feasts are to be held.

Art. 26. How is it considered best to do with a brother, or

brethren, that will not use the words, in administering baptism,

as it was decided at the Yearly Meeting, near Wooster, Ohio, in

48, "for the remission or forgiveness of sin"?

Considered, that the decision of said council should be ob-
served, as it was observed by many brethren from time immemorial,
and those brethren, who will not submit to it, should be admon-
ished, for love sake, and for the Word's sake, to comply.

Art. 27. Would it not be right to hold a love-feast, after all

matters are settled, at the Yearly Meeting, inasmuch as many of

us will never see each other again (in this life), and thus show,
also, a pattern to all the brethren, how it ought to be held?

Considered it best to have no love-feast at our Annual Meet-
ings, as the number of people present is so large.

Art. 28. How ought the church to hold a member, who argues
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and contends that Christ was eating the Jewish passover with his

disciples, and at the same time the Jews did cat it; and also con-

tends that it is not binding on the followers of Christ to observe a

supper, or any thing more than the bread and wine, and that feet-

washing ought to be observed after eating, neither can be satisfied

with the brethren that preach otherwiseop?

Considered, that as it appears evident, from John 13: 1-29;

19: 14; 18: 28, that Christ's supper with his disciples was eaten be-
fore the Jewish passover, and it appears, from a comparison of

Mark 14: 20, and John 13: 26, that the supper recorded by Mark
and that recorded by John, are the same. Again, Luke calls the
meal which Christ ate with his disciples, at which he instituted the
communion, a supper, and a comparison of Luke 22: 23, and John
13: 25, will show that they were the same. Now, as it appears plain
that the supper, in John 13, was before the Jewish passover, that
of Luke 22: 20 was likewise before it, and, therefore, not the pass-
over itself. Further, from the Acts of the Apostles, and from the
epistles, we find that there was in the church a feast of charity.

(See Jude 12, 1 Cor. 5: 8; 2 Peter 2: 13; Acts 18: 21). When we
take all this evidence into consideration, we think it is sufficient

to satisfy every sincere and candid mind, that those who want to
adhere to the practice of the church, in the times of the apostles,
must have a feast of charity; and those brethren who oppose such
a feast oppose the gospel, and therefore should be admonished. And
concerning the washing of feet after the communion, we would
say, that it appears, from the reading of the thirteenth chapter of
John, that feet-washing was practiced before John leaned on the
bosom of Christ (see John 13:23); but we find, from John 21 : 20,

that John leaned on the bosom of Christ at supper. Therefore,
feet-washing was performed by Christ before supper, and certainly
before the communion, as the communion was administered after
supper.

Art. 29. Request for a committee to Illinois, to confer with the

far-western brethren, or a committee of them, to investigate the

differences in doctrine and practice existing between them and us,

and report to the next Annual Meeting.

Granted, and Brethren Abraham Maas, Christian Long, John
Metzger, Samuel Lehman, James II. Tracey, David Hardman, John
Bowman, Daniel Prey, Daniel P. Sayler, John H. Umstad, and
James Quinter, appointed for this business.

Art. 30. A request for advice, from our members in Oregon
Territory.

Granted, by a letter signed by the standing committee.

Art. 31. A request for a committee to visit the church in

Owen County, Indiana.
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Left over to Elder John Metzgcr, to go there, with some more
brethren (and at least one more elder), to investigate the case.

Art. 32. Request for next Yearly Meeting repeated by our

brethren in northern Illinois. Upon this it was concluded that our

next Annual Meeting shall take place, God willing, with our be-

loved brethren in Illinois, at the place of Bro. Michael Raber, in

Stephenson County, on Pentecost, 1856. Nearest station on the

railroad, Lena. Address Elder Daniel Frey, Kent, Stephenson

County, Illinois.

Art. 33. Bro. John II. Umstad was appointed as agent for the

receiving and distributing of Garber's legacy for the poor east of

Susquehanna, in place of Bro. Christian Longenecker, deceased;

and Bro. Peter Long in the same capacity for the west side of

Susquehanna, in place of Andrew Spanogle, resigned.

Signed in behalf of the standing committee—Geo. Hoke, John

Molsbaugh, of Ohio; J. Leatherman, John Metzger, of Indiana;

Daniel Frey, of Illinois; John Kline, Daniel Brower, of Virginia;

Daniel P. Sayler, George Bear, of Maryland; Daniel Bollinger,

John II. Umstad, John Berkley, Andrew Spanogle, of Pennsylva-

nia. Henry Kurtz, Clerk.

James Quinter, Assistant Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1856.

Waddams Grove, Stephenson County, 111.

As usual, there was public worship, not only on the Lord's-day,

but also before and after, as opportunity offered, at different

places. Monday morning the council meeting was opened, a stand-

ing committee nominated, and to this the papers, etc., handed in,

and distributed among ten other committees. On Tuesday morn-

ing, after opening the meeting with singing and prayer, the com-

mittees reported the following points and queries, together with

their answers, which were then further considered, in the fear of

the Lord

:

Article 1. What is to be done, according to the gospel, with

brethren who take more than lawful interest, and are not willing

to be subject to the decision of the Annual Meeting of 1826?

The gospel directs the subjects of Christ's kingdom to be sub-

ject to the laws of the land; therefore no brother should take

more than the law allows. If he doth, he should be dealt with

according to Matt. 18: and required to restore what has been taken

unlawful ly.
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Art. 2. Is it proper for brethren to have their property insured

by in Suranee c omp an i e s ?

Considered, to leave it as the brethren made it in 1847 (Art.

11), but we would, in addition, advise all brethren not to unite or

bind themselves with or to any company or society of this world.

Art. 3. If members commit gross sins, such as fornication,

etc., and there is no ordained brother in such district, and the

church sends to the nearest adjoining districts for ordained breth-

ren, who, with the full consent of the church, place such members

under the ban or avoidance, as the apostle saith, " not to keep com-

pany, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator," etc.

(1 Cor. 5: 11), and afterward the oldest minister of such church

turns round and tells the members, and even those who were

placed in avoidance, that the brethren had no authority or right

to do so, and by so doing creates considerable uneasiness in the

church ?

Considered, that such a brother has done wrong, and that he

should be corrected.

Art. 4. How is it considered, when a church unitedly agrees

not to use ardent spirits, except for medical, mechanical, or com-

munion purpose, and a member of said church will not comply

with the above decision?

Considered, that such a member should be dealt with as in

other offenses.

Art. 5. Would it not be best in holding elections for the

purpose of choosing ministers or deacons, that none of the min-

istering brethren of such district should take any part, or even be

in the room where the votes of the members are received, but that

brethren of other districts should be called for said purpose?

Considered, that every member should have an equal privilege

of giving their voices, and that the remainder of this query were

best leftTto the control of the strange brethren.

Art. 6. A request by the Elk Creek Church, Somerset County,

Pennsylvania, for the Yearly Meeting in 1859.

Granted, provided the request be renewed, and Providence

will allow it.

Art. 7. A request by the church in Carroll County, Illinois, for

a committee to settle difficulties existing there-

Granted, and referred to the standing committee to make the

appointment. This appointment was made, and Brethren Andrew
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Spanogle, Samuel Gcrbcr, Daniel Frey, Joseph Emmert and Sam-
uel Lehman, nominated for this business.

Art. 8. How is it considered, when a brother of another dis-

trict is solicited to preach a funeral and fails to attend, and the

brethren who reside in the district attend and preach the funeral,

and afterward the elder, who is a relative of the deceased, has

the funeral preached over again?

Considered, that elders ought to be careful not to wound the

feelings of their fellow-laborers by sending for others to do their

work over again.

Art. 9. How is it considered, where there is a church with a

bishop and two speakers, one authorized to baptize, etc., and the

other not, and a case of difficulty occurs between two members

and is brought before the church, those three ministers being

present, but the two first, being relatives to the parties, they au-

thorize the third to attend to the case and present it before the

church; the question is, Would it be considered legal?

Considered legal.

Art. 10. Is it agreeable with the gospel to make public col-

lections at public meetings, before the world, for our laboring

brethren?

Considered not agreeable to the gospel to hold such collec-

tions, before the world, for the above purpose.

Art. 11. Is it becoming for a brother, especially an ordained

brother, to have strings of bells on his horses, in sleighing?

Considered not becoming', unless where it is required by law

to prevent accidents, and cannot be avoided.

Art. 12. If a brother is sued by a member of the world, may
he appear and show his cause. If so, how far may he proceed with

the law?

Considered, that he may; but if judgment is given against him
he should proceed no further.

Art. 13. If a brother is sued for an unpaid debt, and it being

out of his power to attend, yet judgment is given against him, may
he take an appeal to court for a greater or less amount?

Considered, that in such cases brethren have a right to a hear-
ing to bring matters to light; yet in all such cases brethren should
ask counsel of the church to avoid difficulties to which they might
subject themselves by taking their own course.
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Art. 14. The committee appointed at last Annual Meeting to

visit and confer with the far Western brethren, or a committee
of them, to investigate the differences in doctrine and practice

existing between them and us, submitted the following report:
1 May 8, 1856, We, the brethren who constitute the committee

appointed by the German Baptist Church, at our last Annual Meet-
ing, to visit the Western brethren who recognize Bro. George
Wr

olfe, of Illinois, as their bishop, by the grace and favor of God
were permitted to meet at their meeting-house, where we were re-

ceived on the most friendly and Christian-like terms, and after

different queries were proposed for our deliberation, the three (or

four) following being considered the most important, we proceed
to make our report accordingly, as follows:

' First. The question concerning the reality of a devil was
considered, and after comparing opinions and sentiments on the
subject of the reality of such a being, and his nature, we agreed
upon the following view: That the Scriptures recognize a devil,

or an evil spirit, that manifests itself in the flesh.

' Second. On the doctrine of universal salvation, which denies
punishment hereafter, we cordially agreed with Bro. Wolfe that
all men shall receive hereafter according to the deeds done in the
body, whether they be good or bad.

Third. On the subject of feet-washing, Bro. Wolfe is firm
in the opinion that one person should both wash and wipe the feet
of a number of brethren, and then another, and so on, until all are
washed; but he is willing to conform to the practice of the breth-
ren in general, when in communion meeting with them, and begs
for forbearance on the part of the brethren in general, until they
shall all come to see alike.

"Fourth. Bro. Wolfe is likewise strongly of the opinion that
no time should be spent between the eating of the supper and the
breaking of bread (the communion) but, that the whole ceremony
should be prosecuted without intermission or delay.

' It is the sincere desire of Bro. Wr

olfe that, however these
sentiments may clash with the general practice of the brethren,
they may not be considered a sufficient cause why they should not
be received in communion and fellowship with the brethren; with
which views we, the committee, unanimously agree, and present
this our report to the brethren in general council met, for their

deliberation and concurrence.

" Signed by David Hardman, J. II. Umstad, J. H. Tracey, A.
loss, John Metzger, S. Lehman, C. Long."
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Art. 15, Can a brother, or one that calls himself one, be a wit-

ness in church matters, without bringing a certificate of member-

ship from the church whence he came?

Considered, that members should always have letters of mem-
bership, or be known as full members.

Art, 16. A request for the Yearly Meeting in 1858 in the

Wabash Valley, Indiana.

Granted, unless unforeseen providences should prevent it.

Art. 17. How far may brethren go in trading or trafficking

without transgressing the limits of the gospel, and what is to be

done with brethren who will not comply with the counsel of the.

church in such cases?

Regarding the first point, considered dangerous, and brethren

should not engage in it; as to the latter point, see Matt. 18: 17

Art. 18. How are we to hold a brother and sister who lived

together for some years in lawful matrimony, but not very agree-

ably, and now they are separated—the brother living with his chil-

dren in Iowa, and the sister with her friends in Ohio?

The church or churches where such members live should in-

vestigate the matter, and judge according to the gospel and the

circumstances or facts in the case, in the fear of the Lord.

Art. 19. Would it not be nearer the Word to have the supper

prepared and on the table before commencing to wash feet?

Referred to Minutes of 1849, Art. 19.

Art. 20. Is it the rule and order among the brethren to

forward a brother to baptize at the same time he is put in the

ministry?

Answer, No.

Art. 21. How is it considered, when a branch of a church

separates itself from the main body, forwards its ministers without

a bishop being present, and pretends to act independent of the

counsel of the church and the Yearly Meeting?

Considered, that such proceedings are wrong, and highly dan-

gerous, so that love induces us to charge a committee to visit

that church and branch.

Art. 22. A letter from Virginia urging that this Yearly Meet-

ing devise a plan how the church could fulfill the command of the

Savior (Matt. 18: 19) more effectually, so that the article 8, on

our Minutes of 1852, should not remain a dead letter.
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This meeting recommends the subject to the serious considera-

tion of all the churches.

Art. 23. A proposal for forming districts of five, six, or more

adjoining churches, for the purpose of meeting jointly at least once

a year, settling difficulties, etc., and thus lessening the business of

our general Yearly Meeting.

We believe this plan to be a good one, if carried out in the
fear of the Lord.

Art. 24. If a man shall put away his wife for the cause of for-

nication—procuring a bill of divorcement, and marrying another

—

has he committed the sin of adultery, or could he be received into

the church, all the parties still living, if he in all other respects

brings forth fruits meet for repentance?

After a lengthy discussion, this matter was referred to the next
Yearly Meeting.

Art. 25. Would it be proper to reconsider the 7th query of

1851, concerning the putting up of lightning-rods?

We would not advise brethren to put up those rods, but that
the brethren should bear with one another in love in such matters.

Art. 26. Would it be proper to reconsider the 6th query of

1848? Seeing it is admitted that sisters should wear a cover-

ing, what should that covering be, according to the gospel?

We are satisfied, with our ancient brethren, that the plain

cap, worn by our dear aged sisters, is a covering, as required by
the Scriptures according to Paul.

Art. 27. Does Christian fellowship, according to the gospel,

forbid, or require, or leave it optional for brethren, when meeting

in cities, towns, or at public gatherings, when extending the salu-

tation of the hand, to accompany the same with the salutation of

the holy kiss?

Considered optional.

Art. 28. A request from the church in Fayette County, Penn-

sylvania, to have our dear brother, James Quinter, ordained for

the office of an overseer at this Yearly Meeting.

Concluded, that inasmuch as this brother had not been able

to be present here, Brethren Joseph Showalter, of Stark, and
Henry Kurtz, of Mahoning, Ohio, be appointed as a committee to

attend to this business.

„ Art. 29. In relation to the brethren in Germany.
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It aopears from all the documents and information presented
to us, that they differ from us on baptism, feet-washing, and other
points of faith and practice; hence, until we have a better evi-
dence of their agreement with us in sentiment, and of their will-
ingness to receive the doctrine of Christ as we have received it,

we cannot acknowledge them yet as brethren of the same faith

with us, and inasmuch as they expressly refuse to accept of our
charity, it should be reserved for future use. The letter of these
brethren to be published in the " Gospel Visitor."

Art. 30. Request from the church on Owl Creek, Knox Coun-
ty, (Ohio, for a committee to settle some difficulties.

Concluded, that Brethren George Hoke, Elias Dicky, Jacob
Gerber, H. D. Davy, and J. P. Ebersole should be that committee.

Art. 31. Request from Hunterdon County, New Jersey, for

a committee to investigate certain matters in the church there.

Considered, that Brethren Andrew Spanogle and Peter Pong,
of Pennsylvania, and John Kline, John Wine, and Martin Miller,
of Virginia, should visit that church, and try to settle their diffi-

culties.

Art. 32. In regard to the still existing difficulties in the

Coventry Church, Chester County, Pennsylvania.

We could see no other remedy, in the present lamentable as-
pect of tilings, than that either the whole church unite sincerely
to submit to the advice given by the Yearly Meeting, and the com-
mittee sent there in 1854, or to establish that part of the church
which is so inclined as a separate body or church, and in order
to accomplish either a true reconciliation or peaceable separation,
the last-named committee is also appointed for this business, and
likewise for that on Indian Creek, referred to in article 21, above.

Art. 33. By request of Bro. Geo. Hoke, who wishes to re-

sign his agency of the Garber charity fund.

It was concluded that Bro. Elias Dicky should take charge of
the same.

Art. 34. An appeal from a number of members in Story
County, Iowa, to semi brethren to them for the purpose of organiz-

ing a church.

Left to those ordained elders who contemplate a journey to that
new and growing state.

Art. 35. A number of papers were handed in concerning diffi-

culties in Covington church, Miami County, Ohio, which contain

as many queries as would occupy a meeting for several clays, and
inasmuch as the settlement of the difficulties has been tried again



1857] the Church of the Brethren 161

and again, by able and impartial committees, and agreed to by the

church, yet without the desired effect; also, inasmuch as said

church is excessively large and numerous, we would advise the

church to be divided into two districts, hoping and praying that

this may issue in a peacable settlement and reconciliation. For

this purpose the following brethren were appointed as a committee:

George Shively, James Tracey, Jacob Miller, John Metzger, George

Hoover, Jacob Metzger, David Hardman, all of Indiana, and

Peter Nead and Daniel Miller, of Ohio.

Art. 36. A request from the church in Highland County, Ohio,

for a committee to visit said church.

Granted, and the committee last named also appointed for this

business.

Art. 37. A renewed invitation from our beloved brethren in

Washington County, Maryland, for the next Yearly Meeting, on

Pentecost, 1857, to be held at their meeting-house, where the

Yearly Meeting in 1838 had taken place, eight miles south of

Hagerstown, and thirteen miles northeast of Kearneysville, Jeffer-

son County, Virginia, at both of which places brethren traveling

by public conveyance will be able to procure conveyance to the

place of meeting, as there will be arrangements made accordingly

by the resident brethren. Brethren at a distance, desiring further

information, by addressing Elder Daniel Reichard, sen., College of

St. James, Washington County, Maryland, will be promptly and

cheerfully attended to. This invitation wr as gratefully accepted, and

hence our next Yearly Meeting is appointed to take place on Pen-

tecost, 1857, God willing, at the brethren's meeting-house above

designated, in Washington County, Maryland.

Art, 38. Brothers Henry Kurtz and James Quinter were ap-

pointed as a committee to enter into arrangements with the rail-

road companies for next Annual Meeting.

Signed by the following brethren: George Hoke, George

Shively, John Leatherman, Jacob Long, Peter Nead, James Tracey,

Joseph Emmert, John Berkley, Andrew Spanogle, John Kline, Jo-

seph Arnold, Daniel Miller.

Henry Kurtz, Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1857.

Manor Church, Washington County, Md.

Public worship commenced on Lord's-day morning, May 31st;

and, to afford the large concourse of people present as favorable

11
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an opportunity of hearing the gospel preached as possible, there
was preaching at three different places. At two of those places
the preaching was all in the English language, and at the other
place in the English and German.

The council meeting was opened on Monday morning, with
devotional exercises. The standing committee was then appoint-

ed, and it immediately proceeded to prepare business for the meet-
ing. While the standing committee was receiving the delegates, ap-
pointing the sub-committees, etc., there was public preaching.

The sub-committees commenced reporting on Monday after-

noon, and the following queries were reported and answered, as

herein stated:

Article 1. Concerning the use of ardent spirits among the

brethren.

Considered, that every brother that is intrusted with the over-
sight of a church, should exert his influence, by example and pre-
cept, to induce all the members of his congregation to abstain al-

together from the use of ardent spirits, as an article of luxury or
as a drink, and not to give it to working hands to drink, admitting
it only for medical and mechanical purposes. The same advice is

given to all the officers, in all the churches, throughout our whole
brotherhood.

Art. 2. Is it according to the gospel to have the supper on the

table at the time the feet are washed?

Answer: Inasmuch as it is not expressly declared that Jesus
rose from the table, he may probably have risen from a prepared
supper, and as the brethren have the supper prepared before they
proceed to the washing of feet, with their past practices in relation
to these things we are satisfied.

Art. 3. Ts it prudent to publish fictitious names to articles

published in public prints?

Answer: It is not prudent for brethren to do so.

Art. 4. Does that part of the eighteenth chapter of the gospel

according to Matthew, which is read to applicants for baptism,

cover all cases of trespasses and offenses, public and private?

Answer: No; it does not contain all the divine law upon the
subject of offenses, but it is the best rule to pursue with offending
members.

Art. 5. When the churches send messengers to represent them
in the Annual Council, should they not have their traveling ex-

penses, to and from the place of meeting, defrayed by the churches
which send them?
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Answer: Yes, they should, if they require it.

Art. 6. As the subject of slavery has often been before the

Annual Meeting, and as it has always been considered that no

brother can, according to the gospel, hold a fellow-creature in

bondage (to which we say, Amen), what, then, is to be done

with brethren who do not observe the advice given by the Yearly

Meeting, in this or in any other respect?

• Answer: That such churches or members should be visited,

and if not willing to liberate their slaves, they should be dealt

with according to the gospel manner of dealing with all gross trans-

gressions.

Art. 7. A request for a committee to visit the church in

onroe County, Iowa.

The request was granted, and the following brethren were ap-

pointed on the committee: Samuel Lehman, Christ. Long, Geo.
Butterbaugh, Dan. Frey, John Metzger, Sam. Garver, Hiel Hamil-
ton, and John P. Ebersole.

Art. 8. The twenty-fourth query on the minutes of 1856 being

brought forward, it was

Concluded best for such churches as have occasion to act on
such cases, to act in the fear of the Lord, according to their

knowledge of the cases.

Art. 9. Why do not the sisters break the bread, and pass the

cup to each other, in the same manner as the brethren do, at the

communion?

Answer: Man being the head of the woman, and it having
been the practice of the church, from time immemorial, for the

officiating brethren to break the bread to the sisters, we know7 of

no scriptural reason for making a change in our practice.

Art. 10. How is it considered for brethren, and especially min-

istering brethren, to adorn their children with ear rings, breast-

pins, finger rings, and jewelry in general, and send them from

home to have them taught music, and to procure pianos for them?

Answer: Brethren should not do so.

Art. 11. How is it considered for brethren to have Sabbath

schools, conducted by the brethren?

Answer: Inasmuch as we are commanded to bring up our chil-

dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, we know of no
scripture which condemns Sabbath schools, if conducted in gos-

pel order, and if they are made the means of teaching scholars a

knowledge of the Scriptures..
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Art. 12. How is it considered, if a poor brother becomes in-

sane, and void of all reason, so much so as to become dangerous,

and very troublesome, and a place can scarcely be obtained for him

in a private family upon any condition, a poor-house being in the

county, are the brethren bound to keep him, according to the gos-

pel, or are they permitted to deliver him to the trustees of the

poor, to take charge of him?

Answer: A member of the church should not be put into the

poor-house, if it can possibly be avoided.

Art. 13. What right have any two or three churches to re-

consider the action of another church, and that without any

representation from the church upon whose decision they sit in

judgment, and then reinstate members which said church had ex-

cluded?

Answer: We consider that one branch of the church has no
right to restore a member to his place in the church, when he had
been excluded by another branch of the church, without the concur-

rence of the church which excluded him.

Art. 14. How is it considered, if ministering brethren take as

much as ten dollars, as a fee for performing the marriage cere

mony; and does the gospel allow ministers a fee under any cir-

cumstances?

Answer: The gospel does not allow ministers to take a fee.

Art. 15. Is it really considered a sin, according to the Gospel,

for members of the church to have their likenesses taken?

Answer: Members of the church should not have their like-

nesses taken.

Art. 16. Inasmuch, as it is considered, by the brethren, that

we have no right, according to the gospel, to use the law in

collecting debts, or to sue at law, would not a brother who has

done so, or may do so, fall into the judgment of the church?

Answer: This subject has frequently been discussed in our An-
nual Meetings, and we cannot, we think, come to a better con-
clusion than our dear brethren came to in 1852; and as no brother

should be his own judge in this matter, the brethren, very wisely,

added the proviso, that in all cases the church should be consulted,

and if the council is disregarded, those who disregard it will fall

into the judgment of the church.

Art. 17. A request from the Clover Creek Church, in Blair

County, Pennsylvania, for the Annual Meeting in 1860.
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The request was favorably received, and will be considered at

a future meeting.

Art. 18. A request for a committee to visit the Swatara Church,

in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.

The request was granted, and the following brethren were ap-

pointed on the Committee: Peter Long, Andrew Span ogle, Sam.
Harley, John Glock, John Holsinger, and George Brumbaugh.

Art. 19. What are the views of the present Annual Council

in regard to the contemplated school, that was alluded to, some

time since, in the "Gospel Visitor?"

Answer: Tt is conforming to the world. The Apostle Paul
says: " Knowledge purfeth up, but charity edilieth."

Art. 20. Do not those administrators of baptism, who make

the candidates for baptism renounce all the world require too

much of the candidates, since we all have more or less to do with

the world? Would it not be more proper to require of them to

renounce only what is contrary to the gospel?

Answer: The third article of the Minutes of 1848, contains

the proper renunciation of the world. The passage in that article,

referred to here, reads thus: " Dost thou renounce all the sinful

pleasures of this world?"

Art. 21. Would it not be better, in deciding upon all subjects

brought before our Annual Meetings, to refer first to the Word
of God, instead of first referring to the old minutes?

Answer: We think it always safest to refer first to the Word
of God.

Art. 22. Is it agreeable to the gospel for brethren to teach

singing- schools?

Answer: We consider it best for the brethren not to teach
singing-school on the Sabbath or at night.

Art. 23. If persons, who are not members of the church, be-

come subscribers to the " Gospel Visitor,'" should the editors send

the minutes of the Annual Meeting to such?

Answer: We think it not wrong to send the Minutes of An-
nual Meeting to all who desire them, and pay for them.

Art. 24. Would it not be best for churches, in selecting dele-

gates to represent them at the Annual Council, to make choice

of one deacon, or of one lay member, to serve as a delegate in

connection with one ministering brother, and thus relieve the
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ministry from the responsible position of being the exclusive ad-

visers of the churches?

Answer: We think it should be left to the churches to select

such members for delegates as they may think proper.

Art. 25. It is requested that the ninth article of the minutes
of 1855 be again taken into consideration, because of great diffi-

culties and dissatisfaction which have arisen from the same. It

seems, according to that article, to be considered an error to teach

remission of sins before baptism. This seems difficult and dark,

and we desire a better explanation of the matter. If we receive

no more light to satisfy our members, and even our teachers, we
have fears of serious troubles in the brotherhood.

Answer: We do not think that we can give more satisfaction
than is given in the ninth article of the minutes of 1855, as the sen-
timents there expressed seem to be in accordance with the gospel,
and we, therefore, adopt that answer.

Art. 26. A request for a committee to visit the church in

Clarion County, Pennsylvania, to settle difficulties.

The request was granted, and the following brethren appoint-
ed on the committee: Andrew Spanogle, Abraham Rothrock, David
Meyers, Joseph Hanawalt, and John Glock.

Art. 27. A request for a committee to visit the Ridge Church,

in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania.

The request was granted, and the following brethren were ap-
pointed on the committee: Christian Keefer, Isaac Pfoutz, Jacob
Sayler, Philip Boyle, and Geo. Beer.

Art. 28. A request for a committee to visit the Tulpehocken
Church, in Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, to settle difficulties ex-

isting there.

The request was granted, and the same committee appointed
to visit this church that was appointed to visit the Swatara church,
in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania. (See Art. 18.)

Art. 29. The Marsh Creek Church, in Adams County, Pennsyl-
vania, requests a reconsideration of Art. 39, of the minutes of 1853,

relating to the salutation of the kiss, at baptism, the communion,
and at ordinations.

Answer: It is neither expedient, nor desirable, to make any
change in the aforesaid article of the minutes.

Art. 30. Is it consistent with the gospel for brethren to serve

in the capacity of any of the civil officers, under our government;
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and is there any material difference, as to state, county, or township

officers?

Answer: We consider it wrong for brethren to accept of

any office, which requires them to administer an oath, or to use
physical force, in performing the duties of that office.

Art. 31. Would it not be advisable to change the time of holding

our Annual Meetings, as Whitsuntide comes too early some sea-

sons, especially in some parts of the country?

Answer: We judge it best to make no change in the time of

holding our Annual Council.

Art. 32. If a brother removes from one church to another,

and is received by the church to which he removes as a full mem-
ber, by certificate or otherwise, and afterward a difficulty arises

with him in the church in which he formerly resided, is his case

to be tried in the church into which he removed, or is he to have

his trial in the church in which the difficulty originated?

Answer: It is judged proper that his case be referred back
to the church from which he removed.

Art. 33. A request from the Elk Creek Church, Somerset

County, Pennsylvania, for the Annual Meeting in 1859.

The request was favorably received, but no definite decision

made.

Art. 34. A request from the Limestone Church, in Washing-

ton County, Tennessee, for the Annual Meeting, as soon as con-

venient, if suitable, in 1860.

The request was favorably received but no answer given.

Art. 35. A request for a committee to visit the Ashland Church,

in Ashland County, Ohio.

The request was granted, and the following brethren were ap-

pointed: J. P. Ebersole, Joseph Showalter, Plenry Davy. Christian

Wise, and David PTickler.

Art. 36. A renew el of the request from the Bachelor Run

Church, Indiana, for the Annual Meeting of 1858. This request was

thankfully received, and granted. Consequently, our next Yearly

ly Meeting will be held, the Cord willing, on Pentecost, 1858, with

the brethren of Bachelor Run Church, Carroll County, Indiana. The

place of meeting will be the Bachelor Run meeting-house, ten

miles southeast of Delphi. Persons traveling by public con-

veyance will go to Delphi.
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Signed by John H. Urnstad, Andrew Spanogle, Christ. Keefer,

John Wine, Abraham Neff, J. P. Ebersole, George Hoke, John

Metzger, Abraham Moss, Joseph Emmert, Samuel Garver.

D. P. Sayler, Clerk.

James Quinter, Assistant Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1858.

Bachelor Run Church, Carroll County, Ind.

The number of brethren assembled on Saturday being very

large, there was a meeting for worship held in the afternoon. On
Lord's-day, in order to give the people the best opportunities the

Circumstances would permit for hearing the Word of the Lord

preached, divine service was performed at different places. On
Monday morning the council meeting was organized by appointing

the standing committee and secretaries. The delegates then pre-

sented themselves, and the papers addressed to the council were

received. There were represented at this council-meeting one hun-

dred and twenty-two churches. The delegates from these churches

were divided into fifteen committees, and to them were given the

papers designed to come before the council, in order that they

might report upon them. On Tuesday morning after the devo-

tional exercises were performed, the committees began to report,

and it was ascertained that the following queries were before the

council. They were considered in the fear of God, and answered

as herein stated.

Article 1. Can a person be received into the church who is

uncle to his wife? Or, do the brethren think the gospel will not

allow such a person becoming a member of the church?

Considered, that if he is uncle to his wife by marriage, he may
be received, if by blood relation, he should not be.

Art. 2. Is it according to the gospel of Christ for brethren,

especially bishops, in speaking on the final destinies of the ungodly,

to preach publicly that they shall be punished with everlasting de-

struction from the presence of the Lord, and privately teach that

all will be restored everlastingly, whether they know God and obey

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ or not? And if asked the

question by an alien whether the devil himself will be saved

make no reply?

Answer: We think brethren should be careful not to contradict
privately what they preach publicly.
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Art. 3. Is it consistent to preach eternal punishment, and at

the same time to peddle Winchester's Dialogues on Restoration?
Tell us how it is.

Answer: If a brother preaches eternal punishment, it would
be inconsistent for him to distribute Winchester's Dialogues on
the Restoration.

Art. 4. Is it according to the gospel of Christ in paying our
annual visit, to collect from twenty to thirty of the brethren to-

gether in one place, and then the bishops pay the visit to them
openly when they are all together, and then send them out two or
three together and visit those that were not thus collected? Or,
is the duty restricted to the visiting brethren exclusively, and
should the visit be made from house to house?

Answer: As we have no direct rule in the gospel for making
the visit, we think it best for visiting brethren to go from house
to house.

Art. 5. Is it required of those who are so unfortunate as to

have their companions put in avoidance, not to accompany with
them as man and wife?

Considered, that as the apostle says we are not to eat with
them, we think this prohibition is sufficient.

Art. 6. How are we to proceed with members who come to

our love-feasts, from other congregations, and who when they
leave home are dressed after the gay fashions of the world, and
during the day change their dress several times, and put on in

the evening a plainer dress to go to the communion table? Is it

enough simply to admonish such members, or should the church
in which they live be informed? And must we indeed commune
with such members, when some of the members in the church are

grieved by such conduct?

Considered, that it is wrong for members to do so, but they
should not be debarred from the privilege of communing until the
brethren of the district in which they live have been informed, and
until they have been reproved, and afterward continue disobedient.

Art. 7. What is to be done when a man puts away his wife

for the cause of adultery and obtains a bill of divorcement, and
marries again; the church not knowing of this, nor he that the

church disallows of such for some two years after he has become
a member.

Answer: We have not light enough at present to give any ad-
vice different from what the brethren have formerly given.



170 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1858

Art 8. Does the gospel convey the idea that the public,

practical" use of the spiritual gifts, such as prayer, exhortation,

teaching, doctrine, and prophesying, etc., are alone conhned to the

Chosen Officers of the church, or does it extend that privilege to

every member, especially male members of the church, if the influ-

ence of the spirit of Christ so dictate to him?

Answer: As it regards prayer, it is considered that private

members may pray in public, if liberty be given by elder breth-

ren But exhortation, teaching, and prohesymg seem to be duties

and privileges belonging to the officers of the church, (bee 1 UOr.

14: 32.)

Art. 9. Would it not be advisable for the Annual Meeting to

make a form for the brethren to perform matrimony?

Answer: It is not thought advisable.

Art. 10. How is it considered when a difficulty arises between

husband and wife, and the wife depart from her husband, is it

the duty of the husband to pursue the course prescribed m Matt.

18: 15-17?

Answer: We consider it is.

Art. 11. Is it according to the gospel to expel a brother from

his office, whether deacon or minister, and yet leave him stand as

a member?

Answer: We have a right—according to the gospel; inasmuch

as he is put into office by the council of the church, by the council

of the church the office can be taken from him. 1 Tim. 3.

Art. 12. Is it agreeable to the gospel for a church to grant

the privilege to a member to do certain things, and at the same

time debar him from the communion for so doing?

Answer: That no church, according to the gospel, has a right

to do so.

Art. 13. If the churches demand committees by the Annual

Meeting, to visit them to settle difficulties among them, would it-

be advisable for said churches to defray the expenses of said

committees?

Answer: The churches calling committees should defray the

traveling expenses.

Art. 14. Would it not be advisable for those who wish to have

the minutes, to pay a few more cents to the publishers and have
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them sent in a sealed letter,, more privately than they heretofore
have been sent?

Referred to the Annual Meeting of 1857. (We think it notwrong to send the minutes of the Annual Meeting to all who de-
sire them and pay for them. Minutes of 1857, Art. 23.)

Art. 15. Would it not be agreeable to the gospel, and the order
of the brethren, when the standing committee appoints committees
to go to other churches to settle difficulties, to authorize such
brethren that circumstances will not permit to attend such council,
10 send some other ordained brethren in their places, so that there
will be a full committee?

Considered,, that if it is the duty of such brethren, that cannotgo to appoint others in their places, that the committee may be

Art. 16. Is it right for a brother, that is a deacon, to give out
a hymn and sing it, ten or fifteen minutes before the time appoint-
ed for commencing meeting, when the house, or room, is full of
people, or is it more advisable to remain silent till the time for
commencing meeting arrives?

Considered, that we see no improprietv in singing, when in
the estimation of the church, it is done to its own edification and
to the honor of God.

Art. 17. Is it right for a speaker to sing a hymn, or a part of
a hymn, at the time of the communion, when the wine is passing
round?

Considered, it is right to do so.

Art. 18. Whereas, we are aware that the decision of the last
Annual Meeting, in relation to the subject presented in the four-
teenth query of said meeting, has given a great deal of dis-
satisfaction, and is, to a great extent disregarded, thus bringin
the decisions of the Annual Meeting into disrespect; we therefor
recommend that this meeting reconsider that subject, and if the
decision of the last meeting is sustained, it is desirable that some
scriptural authority should be given for it, as should be done in all
cases. Reconsidered, and concluded to adopt the decision of the
Annual Meeting of 1848.

(Considered, that this meeting can not advise brethren to take
a tee, and would leave it, as a matter of conscience, to the minis-
tering brother with the advice of the church in which he lives.
Minutes of 1848, Art. 9.)

Art. 19. What is the ancient and established order of the

g
e
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brethren in advancing speakers to the second degree of office? Are

they received with hand and kiss?

Considered, that the proper way is to receive them with hand

and kiss.

Art. 20. Is it right, according to the gospel, to enforce the

law in any case whatever, and if so, where is the gospel author-

ity?

Concluded to adopt the decision of the Annual Meeting of 1857.

(This subject has frequently been discussed in our Annual Meet-

ings/and we cannot, we think, come to a better conclusion than

our dear brethren came to m 1852; and as no brother should be

his own judge in this matter, the brethren, very wisely added the

proviso, that, in all cases, the church should be consulted, and it

its council is disregarded, those who disregard it will fall into the

judgment of the church. Minutes of 1857, Art. 16.)

Art. 21. Is it right, according to the gospel, for brethren to

purchase notes from brethren, or others, and shave them at 15

per cent or more?

Considered, that it is not according to the gospel for brethren

to do so.

Art. 22. What should be done with a brother who h Dlds the

council of the Annual Meeting in disrespect, and who speaks light-

ly and disrespectfully of it?

Considered, that he should be kindly admonished to do so no

more, and if he will not hear the admonition, he should be dealt

with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 23. What does the Annual Meeting think of taking the

preparatory steps for producing a new hymn-book:*

Referred to the next Annual Meeting.

Art. 24. When a church stands in need of speakers or dea-

cons, should the bishop make it known to the members before, or

only on the day of the election?

Considered, that we leave the churches to do as they have been

accustomed to do in relation to this subject.

Art. 25. In the phrase, "Anoint thy head' (Matt. 6: 17), is

the anointing literal? and, if so, with what is the head to be

anointed?

Answer: We think the anointing is literal, and that it is to be

done with oil; but we think, when it is observed, it should be done

in a way so that it will nut attract public notice.
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Art. 26. How is it considered if a brother, who is a minister,

would make appointments some distance from home, where there
is an organized church, and would hold meetings, and baptize, with-
out referring to the brethren that had the oversight there of the
church, when the brethren live in the immediate neighborood, and
might be consulted conveniently? And if this is wrong, how would
such a brother be dealt with?

Considered, that when ministering brethren go out of their
own church, to labor and to administer the ordinances of the gos-
pel in another district, they should do so with the consent of the
laborers of the district into which they go, when it can be con-
veniently obtained. And brethren who do not adhere to this
counsel, do not labor to promote peace and love, and should be ad-
monished by the church.

Art 27 Would it not be well for the brethren to come upon
some plan to acquaint all the bishops and housekeepers of the
various branches of the church with the rules and regulations con-
cluded upon by the General Council for the more perfect union and
prosperity of the church? And if these rules and regulations be vio-

lated by a minister, with some of the members composing his dis-

trict, should they not fall into the hands of the brethren of the

adjacent districts, as offenders, and be dealt with as such; and if

the above should be considered expedient, what plan should be de-
vised to carry it into effect?

Answer: We are fully satisfied that the means long had in
practice by the brethren (namely, the minutes of our Annual
Meeting), are sufficient to give the teachers and housekeepers,
and members in general, the decisions of our Annual Council for
the perfecting of love and union throughout the brotherhood; and
if it should so happen that a housekeeper, with a part, or all, of the
members of his district, could not be satisfied with the decisions
of the Annual Council, as we were advised and instructed by our
beloved elder brethren, and unanimously concurred in at the An-
nual Meeting, held in 1850, in Montgomery County, Ohio, they
should bear with the Annual Council, and with one another, until
the next Annual Meeting, and then bring their grievances to the
Annual Council where they proceeded from, and, we believe, full

satisfaction will be obtained.

Art. 28. Is it consistent with the Word of God for the fol-

lowers of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to make arrangements
with railroad companies to obtain the benefit of half-fare, in going
to and returning from the Yearly Meeting?

Considered, that it is right for brethren to avail themselves
of the privilege offered by the railroad companies, but we would
advise all our brethren to comply with the rules of the companies,
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and if a misunderstanding should occur, not to contend, but rather

pay full fare.

Art. 29 Is it right to give liberty to other denominations to

preach funeral sermons in our meeting-houses?

Answer: It is right, especially if preached on the day of the

funeral.

Art. 30. How is it considered if a brother has a note against

another poor brother, who cannot pay, and the brother who has

the note sells it to his son, who is not a member of the church,

and he collects the debt by law, and causes the poor brother's

property to be sold, the brother who sold the note justifying him-

self in doing as he did; what is to be done in such a case.'

Considered, that the brother who did so, committed a great

fault, and that 'he should make restitution to the poor brother to

the satisfaction of the church.

Art. 31. Is it contrary to the gospel for brethren to hold meet-

ings for a number of days in succession, in one place, in order to

preach the pure Word of God, and to administer the ordinance of

baptism to those who believe the Word and receive it?

Considered, not contrary to the gospel, if the believer is pro-

ceeded with according to the gospel and the order of the breth-

ren, as given by the Annual Meeting of 1848, Art. 3.

Art. 32. If any man be in Christ, and Christ in him, can he in-

stitute and prosecute a process in law against any person or per-

sons, and he all the time still continue in Christ, and Christ in

him?

Considered, that he cannot, especially if gone into without the

counsel of the church in which lie lives.

Art. 33. Is it according to the Word of God to make use of

beef instead of lamb, in eating the Lord's Supper?

Answer: It is.

Art. 34. Whereas, there is a diversity of opinion among

the brethren concerning the mode of celebrating the Lord's Sup-

per; we, therefore, wish the brethren, at the Annual Meeting, to

devise some plan, that we may all be alike in our practice.

Considered, that inasmuch as the difference is not stated, we

recommend the practice heretofore recommended.

Art. 35. How is it considered when ministering brethren have

preached at meetings, and visiting brethren rise to their feet to
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bear testimony? Or, which is the proper order, for deacons to
rise or keep their seats m exhorting?

Considered, that it Is not advisable, when two or three minis-
tering brethren have preached, for deacons to rise and speak- but
li there is but one speaker, or if there are none present, it is not
inconsistent with the order of the brethren for a deacon to rise and
exhort.

^

Art. 36. Is it right to use, at our communion meetings, the
article of wine frequently, used, and known by those who are
judges of the article to be an adulterated article, and hence cannot
properly be called the fruit of the vine?

Considered, that it is advisable to procure the purest article.

Art. 37, How is it considered when one brother preaches
that there is no baptism of the Holy Ghost now, but that it is

only the gift of the Holy Ghost which believers receive, while an-
othcr brother prays for the Lord to baptize with

'

the Holy
Ghost?

Answer: We think it is best for no brother to preach that there
is no baptism of the Holy Ghost now, but in praying we should
pray for the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Art. 38. How is it considered if a brother makes can assign-
ment, and how shall he be dealt with?

Answer: That it is not right for a brother to make an assign-
ment, with the purpose to defraud his creditors; and if he should
do so, he should be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 39. How should brethren proceed, after preaching, rela-
tive to getting members to join the church? Shall the preacher,
while singing a hymn, give an invitation to those who wish to join
the church to come forward, or shall he leave it to them to make
their own applic a t i n ?

Considered, that it is best to let them make their own applica-
tion, as in Acts 2: 37, and 16: 30.

Art. 40. Is it according to the gospel for brethren to hold
what are called social meetings, and to give liberty to all present
to rise and speak, so that members of other societies feel them-
selves at liberty to admonish?

Considered, that social meetings should be strictly held in
order, and to give liberty to all present to rise on their feet and
admonish is not in order.

Art. 41. Inasmuch as there has been great confusion in
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various branches of the church, during the past year, relative to

the manner of taking in members, as this has been done in many

different ways, would brethren not consider it prudent, and con-

sistent with the gospel, to have a unity of practice throughout the

church, and, if so, what shall that practice be; shall it be the order

laid down in the minutes of 1848, or will the brethren draft a new

order?

Considered, that we will continue the order laid down in the

minutes of 1848, which is as follows:
" First, the applicant to be examined by two or more brethren;

then the case to be brought before the church council, before whom
the applicant is to declare his agreement with us, in regard to

the principles of being defenseless, non-swearing, and not conform-

ing to the world; then in meeting, or at the water, to read from

Matt. 18: 10-22, in public, the candidates being asked if they will

be governed by those gospel rules; then prayer at the water, and

in the water the following questions to be asked:

"Question: Dost thou believe that Jesus Christ is the Son

of God, and that he has brought from heaven a saving gospel?

"Question: Dost thou willingly renounce Satan, with all his

pernicious ways, and all the sinful pleasures of this world? An-

swer: Yea.
. .

Question: " Dost thou covenant with God, in Christ Jesus,

to be faithful until death? Answer: Yea.

"Upon this, thy confession of faith, which thou hast
_

made

before God and these witnesses, thou shaft, for the remission of

sins, be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost. After baptism, while in the water, the adminis-

trator shall lay his hands on the head of the candidate, and offer

up a prayer to God in his behalf, and then the memberis to be

received, by hand and kiss, into church fellowship." Minutes of

1848, Art. 3.

Art. 42. How is it considered, if a member moves off some dis-

tance, and be absent awhile, and then return on a visit, and then,

while at the place at which he formerly resided, conducting him-

self either becoming or nnbecoming a follower of Christ, the church

gives him permission to exhort or preach, by taking silence for

consent?

Considered, not according to the order of the brethren to do

so.

Art. 43. How is it considered if an individual moves out the

fence of a brother's field, and the brother sends the sheriff and

brings a suit of trespass; his case is brought before the church, and

one bishop, with the teachers and deacons and other members,

decide that the brother has done wrong, but the oldest bishop,
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with the other members, say that he had no other way to do, and
when the voice was taken there was an equal number approving
and disapproving the brother's course?

Considered, that no member, or members, has a right to put
the law in force against his fellow-man, without first taking the
counsel of the church.

Art. 44. Is the gospel itself sufficient to preserve a union of
practice throughout the brotherhood?

Considered, that the gospel, with the practice or order con-
sistent with the gospel, will preserve the union of the brotherhood.

Art. 45. Have a few members of a church the privilege to ap-
point a church meeting, and call for the assistance of brethren in
other districts, without the council of the church, or of the elders
the church?

Considered, that brethren have no right to do so without coun-
seling the elder brethren and the church.

Art. 46. Should the church receive a person that had been liv-
ing m a state of matrimony awhile, and apparently did not live
in peace; then, leaving his companion, gets married to another one,
and, after some time, leaving the second one for the same reason
he left the first, and while his first companion was yet living?

Considered that according to the gospel, such a person shouldnot be received into the church.

Art. 47. How is it considered, in the case of a brother who
has been expelled from the church, and then takes up with a
woman that has a husband living, and lives with her fifteen years;
then her husband dies, and the two get lawfully married, and now
he has rnade application to be taken into the church, and we
desire the Yearly Meeting to give counsel what to do?
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that he may be received
<
Provided he brings forth

fruit meet for repentance.

Art. 48. How is it considered when brethren preach and argue
that there is no difference between the soul and the body, and hell
and the grave, and that there is no knowledge between death and
the resurrection, and no punishment after death, but that the
wicked will be immediately destroyed or annihilated?

Answer: Such brethren should be sharply reproved of their
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wl11 not hear the church, we cannot hold such
as brethren, much less as preachers.
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Art. 49. A brother buys a farm that is sold by executors, who

are not members of the church, and fails to make payment accord-

ing to contract, the heirs being members of the church, who, after

waiting a long time and being in great need of the money, and liv-

ing oyer one hundred miles distant from the brother who bought

the farm, receive a letter from him stating that he will pay them

$500, if they will throw off the interest. The heirs, being unwilling

to do so, send word to their executors to collect the money by law.

Are the heirs now under obligation to pay the cost of collection.?

Considered, that they are not under such obligation.

Art. 50. Is it agreeable to the gospel to hold a protracted

meeting, say for one week or ten days in succession?

A nsw cr- \s to the phrase " protracted meetings," we know

nothing of it in the gospel; but as touching the frequency of the

saints meetings together, we find no limits in the gospel, so they

are held in the order of the house of God.

Art. 51. We desire to know whether the Lord has com-

manded us to have a school besides our common schools, such as

the one contemplated in the " Gospel Visitor"? If we are, ought

we not to have it soon? And if it is not commanded of the Lord,

ought we to have one? And is it right to contend for or against

such an institution publicly through the press, since our different

views may become a stumbling-block before the world? And if

it is once decided, ought we not to keep forever silent about

it?

Answer: Concerning the school proposed in the /'Gospel

Visitor " we think we have no right to interfere with an individual

enterprise so long as there is no departure from gospel principles.

Art. 52. Is it right for a brother to go about taking likeness-

es with a Daguerrean apparatus?

Considered, that it is not right. Rom. 1: 23; Deut. 27: 15.

Art. 53. How is it considered when a brother who is for-

warded to the Word as a minister of the first degree, attends meet-

ings, makes appointments, or fills such when made by others who

ar c not members of the church without counseling the church, or

ordained brethren when there are such in the district where he

was chosen?

Considered, that as ministers are the servants of the church,

they ought not to do anything contrary to the will of the church,

and when it is convenient they should always consult the church.

Art. 54. In case a woman has a husband and has lived with
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him in matrimony for a year or longer, and then the husband de-
parts and leaves his wife, nothing being heard of him for four or
five years, and said wife then marries a second husband nothing
being still heard of her former husband. Years pass on, say twen-
ty-five or six, she living with the second husband all this time
and having children with him, and nothing is still heard of her
ilTS

l

hu*ban <I. Now, the said husband and wife make application
to be received into the church. How shall we proceed in such a
case?

^W?& ^Vi1^^ might be received if the church feels
satisfied the first husband is not living.

Art. 55. Would it not be well for the standing committee of this
Yearly Meeting to appoint a number of intelligent and pious
Jttethren to collect all the minutes that can be obtained of our
Yearly Meetings and have them printed in a volume for the use
and satisfaction of the churches?

Considered, we think it not advisable to do so.

Art. 56. Is it advisable for ordained brethren to ordain a
ministering brother to the office of elder or bishop, who permits
his children, even while under lawful age, to wear" all manner of
jewelry, and to learn instrumental music at boarding schools, etc.?

Considered, not advisable. 1 Tim. 2; 9; 3; 4
}

5.

Art. 57. Can the brethren be in full communion with a broth-
er or a communion of brethren, who do not hold a church council
in receiving applicants for baptism, and who du not ask those who
are baptized to renounce the devil and all the sinful practices of
the world or flesh, and who do not practically follow the doctrine
of self-denial?

Considered that we think such cannot be in full communion
with us. Acts 10; 4/; Prov. 15: 22; 1 John 2: 1547; Titus 2: 12.

Art. 58. Whereas, there is a strong desire among the brethren
in various places to have a more general exertion made on the part
of the church to have the truth more universally spread; and,
whereas, the subject has been frequently talked of without any
definite plan being proposed, we, therefore, have concluded, by
way of introduction, to offer the following outlines of a plan, sub-
ject, however, to such amendments as may from time to time be
thought best; that is, let each state, where there is a respectable
number of brethren, form a district; let the brethren there hold
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their annual meetings; let each of these divisions have its treasury;

let the churches that feel favorable, have their treasury; let the

churches be called upon as often as may be necessary to cast m

their mite as a free-will offering. Then let these contributions be

put into the district treasury, and let the district meeting appoint

ministering brethren, say two or more, if necessary (such as are

willing to go), to travel through the respective states for one

year their expenses being paid, and such provision made for their

families as may be thought necessary. What does the Annual

Meeting think of this proposition?

Considered, that we think it not good to adopt this proposi-

tion but we believe it is a subject worthy the serious and prayer-

ful 'consideration of the brotherhood, and we recommend the

brethren to give it such a consideration.

Art. 59. Requests for committees: 1. A request for a com-

mittee to visit Conestoga Church, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

The request was granted, and the following brethren con-

stitute the committee: John Clock, Samuel Harley, Jacob Holling-

er, Daniel Hollinger and Peter Long.

2. A request for a committee to visit Painter Creek Church,

Miami County, Ohio.

The request was granted, and the following brethren consti-

tute the committee: John P. Ebersolc, John Metzgar, Elias Dicky,

George Shively, Jacob Miller, of Portage David Hardman, of In-

diana, George Hoover, Henry Davy and Abraham Moss.

3. A request for a committee to visit the Owl Creek Church,

Knox County, Ohio.

The request was granted, and the following brethren constitute

the committee: Elias Dicky, Jacob Gerber, Peter Nead, Daniel

Miller, John Metzger, and Henry Davy.

Art. 60. Requests for the Annual Meeting: 1. A request from

the Nettle Creek Church, Indiana, for the meeting of 1860. 2. A

request from the Limestone Church, Washington County, Tennes-

see for the meeting in I860, was renewed, and granted. 3. A

request from the Clover Creek Church, Blair County, Pennsylvania,

was renewed. 4. A request from the Valley of Virginia for the

meeting in 1861. 5. The request from the Elk Creek Church,

Somerset County, Pennsylvania, being renewed, was granted.

Hence our next Yearly Meeting will be held, the Lord willing,

with the brethren in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, on Pentecost,

1859. Johnstown, on the Pennsylvania Central Railroad, the near-
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est point on that road, is forty miles from the meeting-place.
Cumberland, the nearest point on the Baltimore and Ohio, is

twenty-five miles distant. Correspondence can be had with the
following brethren in the church where the meeting will be held:
John Berkley, Elias K. Beeghly, Daniel Beeghly, and Peter
Meyers, Meyers' Mills, Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

Standing Committee: George Hoke, John Brower, Peter Nead,
Daniel Miller, of Ohio; John Berkley, of Pennsylvania; John Kline,
Peter Nininger, of Virginia; Isaac Pfoutz, of Maryland; George
Shively, John Metzger, John Mover, of Indiana; John Emmert, of
Illinois. D. P. Savior, Clerk.

James Quinter, Assistant Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1859.

Elk Creek Church, Somerset County, Pa.

As usual, a targe number of persons assembled on Saturday,
and a meeting for worship was held in the afternoon. On Lord's-
day, the congregation being very large, arrangements were made
for having divine service performed at three different places in the
immediate vicinity of the place designed for the General Council
meeting. These meetings were all well attended, and good atten-
tion given to the Word preached.

On Monday morning the council meeting was organized by
appointing the following standing committee: John Kline, Jacob
Thomas, Isaac Pfoutz, Daniel P. Sayler, John H. Umstad, Peter
Long, John P. Ebersole, Henry Davy, Jacob Miller, John Metzger,
Samuel Layman, David Rittenhouse, James Quinter, and John
Berkley. Daniel P. Sayler and James Quinter were appointed
clerks, and Daniel P. Sayler moderator.

The delegates then presented themselves, and the papers ad-
dressed to the council were received; and while business was pre-
paring, public worship was, as usual, held on Monday.

There were represented, in this council-meeting, eighty-seven
congregations. The delegates representing these congregations
were divided into thirteen sub-committees, and to them were com-
mitted the queries designed to come before the General Council,
in order that they might report upon them.

On Tuesday morning the brethren assembled for business.

The meeting was opened with singing and prayer. After this,

the object of the meeting was explained. The committees then



182 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [

began to present their reports, and it was ascertained that the

following queries were before the meeting. These were considered

in the fear of God, and examined in the light of the Scriptures, and

answered as herein stated:

Article 1. How is it considered if an elder gets in debt, and

is sued, and is compelled to take the stay-law in order to get time

to make arrangements to pay the claim, and pays it according to

the time prescribed by law?

Answer: We consider that he could do no better under such

circumstances.

Art. 2. How is it considered if a church holds a council

to consider the propriety of holding a love-feast, and all the mem-

bers present are jointly agreed to have a communion meeting, and

accordingly hold such a meeting; but afterward a member will say

we had no love-feast, and will insist that it was only a meal, and

not a love-feast?

Answer: We consider that it is wrong for a member to do SO,

and that he should acknowledge it before the church to be a

fault, or be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 3. How is it considered if a minister would publicly

teach that water baptism is not for the remission of sins, but that

a person must have an evidence within that his sins are pardoned

before he is a fit subject for baptism; and, also, would differ with

brethren in the mode of electing brethren to the ministry, and like-

wise claims that all members, both male and female, have a right

to admonish and exhort?

Answer: Considered, that it is not according to Acts 2: 38,

and 22: 16, to teach that a person must have an evidence within

that his sins are pardoned before he is a lit subject for baptism,

and that we know of no better way for the brethren to elect their

ministers than that which has been practiced heretofore. And
concerning members exhorting, without being authorized by the

church, we think they should not do so in the church, in our pub-

lic or general meetings, according to 1 Cor. 14: 33-35.

Art. 4. As secret societies seem to be multiplying, and as

many young men around us join them, and as some undertake a

defense of them, it seems necessary that our minds need to be

frequently stirred up upon this matter. Then, as we profess to be

followers of him who said, " In secret have I done nothing," will

the Yearly Meeting, through its proceedings, come up to the side

of our Lord?

Answer: We consider that members should not participate
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in any secret or oath-bound societies whatever; and if, after they
have been duly admonished, they persist in such participation,
we consider the church is justifiable in excommunicating them.

Art. 5. Inasmuch as the ceremony used by the brethren, in
receiving members into the church, is thought, by a large propor-
tion of the brethren, to be of too great length, might it not be
shortened? And, instead of the questions being asked in the water,
would it not be more consistent to ask them in the house, or on
the bank of the river or stream?

Answer: We do not consider it good to make any alterations
from the present practice of the brethren.

Art. 6. Have the brethren the privilege of singing a hymn or
two without lining them, if some brother mentions the page,
before the commencement of worship, while the congregation is

assembling? And have ministering brethren the privilege to read
a hymn, before lining and singing, at the opening of the public
service?

Answer: We consider these queries of but little import; but
as Singing is a part of divine worship, it should be conducted in
order by those engaging in it. And whether a hymn should, Or
should not, be read previously to lining it, may be left to 'the
option of those proposing the hymns.

Art. 7. Does the gospel permit of female preaching? and, if

it does, shall they not have authority from the church under whose
jurisdiction they are?

Answer: As Paul recognizes a distinction, in Rom. 12: 6, 7,
between teaching, ministering, and prophesying, and as he evi-
dently approves of females prophesying (1 Cor. 11: 5), we then
think that a female cannot teach or preach according to 1 Cor. 14:
34; 1 Tim. 2: 12, in the ordinary acceptation of those terms, vet we
cannot, under all, forbid them to prophesy.

Art. 8, Shall the answer to the seventeenth query of 1858 con-
tinue as it is there given?

Answer: We consider it best to leave it as it is. The query
and answer above referred to, are as follows:

' Is it right for a speaker to sing a hymn, or a part of a hymn,
at the time of the communion, when the wine is passing round?

u
Considered, it is right to do SO."

Art. 9. Is it considered to be right to call prayer-meetings
social meetings?

Answer: It is considered right to do so.
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Art. 10. If a brother has held meetings according to the

twenty-sixth article of the minutes of 1858 (there being few mem-

bers, and none of the ministers of the district in which the meet-

ing was held, present), and would, to his knowledge, receive a

person that is a Freemason into the church, without renouncing

more of Masonry than just the wearing of the badge and the march-

ing in parade; and the ministers and members of the district in

which said member resides would afterward require a full renunci-

ation, and he would refuse, and still claim the privilege of attend-

ing the lodge, etc., justifying himself by saying he had made no

such promise at his reception; what shall be done in such a case?

Answer: If such a brother shall refuse to hear the church, he

shall be dealt with according to Matt. 18: 17.

Art. 11. Inasmuch as the brethren, in Annual Council, last

year, in Art. 8, decided that the public practical use of the spiritual

gifts, such as exhortation, teaching, doctrine, and prophesying,

seem to be the duties and privileges belonging to the officers of the

church; now, where the bishop, with the majority of his members,

are not willing to be governed and regulated by the above decision,

and where, also, some of them disregard other decisions of the

Annual Conference, such as forbid holding in fellowship those who

will not renounce Freemasonry, taking part in debating schools,

and holding offices under the civil government, and say that the

brethren, in conference last year, decided in favor of things which

were not in accordance with the gospel. What shall the minority

in such a church do? To whom shall they apply to have such

bishop and members regulated according to the order of the breth-

ren and the Bible?

Answer- Such a minority of brethren in a church have full

privilege to call brethren from another arm of the church in

order to investigate and adjust matters, upon the condition that

said minority apprise the majority of their intention to call breth-

ren, should 'they think it best to call for assistance from other

churches.

Art. 12. Is it wrong for one brother to take a note of another

brother? And is it wrong for the holder of the note to exchange

it for a piece of land, after it was due (three years), by with-

holding the collection of the note for the time specified by the

giver of the note? And is it wrong to a-sk a mortgage to secure

such a note, where the giver mortgages all his property out of his

hands?
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Answer: We do not consider it wrong. This answer is de-
signed for each of the above questions.

Art. 13. Is it right for a member of the church to have his
property set off, where the law allows a certain amount, say three
hundred dollars?

Answer: We think it is not right.

Art. 14. What shall we do when brethren, and even speakers
and bishops, attend yearly the county fairs?

Answer: Such brethren should be admonished not to attend
such places and if they still persist in doing so, they should
be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 15. How is it considered when a bishop moves from
his district into a third district, and takes no letter of recom-
mendation along with him, but wants to retain the oversight of
the church he has left, and says he will still keep his standing in
that church during his life, although he is frequently absent from
their regular meetings?

Answer: He should have a letter of recommendation from the
church from which he moved, and if the distance is not too great
he may still retain the oversight of that church, while his doing
so may produce no difficulties.

&

^

Art. 16. Wc wish to know how to proceed with a brother, who
resides in one branch of the church, but does not attend council-
meetings and love-feasts in the branch in which he resides but
when there are love-feasts in the adjoining districts he attends
them.

Answer: Such a brother should he visited, and the cause why
he docs not attend the meetings in his own congregation as-
certained. (See Heb. 10: 23-25.) And if he should be disobedient
(see Matt. 18: 17.)

Art. \7. A man's wife leaves him for no just cause, and she
then obtains a bill of divorcement; after this she marries another
man; and then, in consequence of this, the husband left, was di-
vorced, and also marries another woman, after some time, with
whom he is now living; and he having become convinced of the
truth, has made application for baptism. Can he be received into
the church?

Answer: We think he cannot, while living with the last wom-
an as a husband. (See 1 Cor. 7: 10, 11.)

Art. 18. Is it considered in order for a ministering brother to
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refuse to labor at home, while he goes out and fills appointments

in neighboring churches?

Answer: We consider such a course inconsistent with the

spirit of the gospel, but recommend that all such questions be in-

vestigated at home, in the churches in which they originate.

Art. 19, Is it right for brethren to salute with the holy kiss

expelled members, when such go through other districts, and are

known by the brethren to be expelled?

Answer: We consider it not right to do so; and any brother

or sister saluting a person whom he or she knows was expelled,

should be admonished, and if he refuses to hear the admonition,

he should be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 20. Is it agreeable with the gospel for members to hold

prayer-meetings, or, what they are some times called, social meet-

ings, and to invite members of other denominations to unite with

us in prayer r

1

Answer: We consider it agreeable with the gospel to hold such

meetings, when they are strictly held in order; but as we do not

call upon our own members, individually, to pray, it is not in our

order of holding such meetings, to call on those of other denomi-

nations to pray.

Art. 21. A man marries his uncle's wife, but afterward thinks

he discovers it forbidden in Lev. 18: 14, and 20: 20, and separates

from her. He then marries another woman. He now desires to be

received into the church. Can he be received, as the first woman

is still living, and in a married connection with another man?

Answer: According to the civil law, the first marriage _
would

be considered lawful, and, consequently, the second marriage is

contrary to the gospel, and he cannot, therefore, be received into

the church by baptism, while he, and the woman with whom he is

living, are living together m the relation of man and wife.

Art. 22. Is it according to the gospel, and the rules of the

brethren, for a brother in the second degree of the ministry to

appoint a prayer-meeting, without the consent of the bishop and

other brethren in the church?

Answer: We think it is not. The Apostle Paul declares that

God is a God of order, and such a course does not seem to be

in order. And the Apostle Peter's language (1 Peter 5: 5, 6)

would likewise seem to disapprove of such a course.

Art. 23. In those states where muster fines are high, and

where the lines are the only means whereby the military musters

are kept up, would it not be better for brethren to muster a fewr
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times and thereby cause the military system to be abolished, than

to pay an oppressive fine and thereby keep up the regimental

muster?

.Answer: It would not, inasmuch as our Lord and Savior

teaches non-resistance in gospel throughout. And when we go to

musters we there learn the art of war, and the most appropriate

method of shedding our fellow-creatures' blood. (See 2 Cor, 6:

17; John 18: 36.)

Art. 24. Is it becoming for members of the church of Christ

to get the walls of their houses flowered, or papered with flowered

paper?

Answer: We exhort all of our dear brethren to humility, for

the apostle says (Rom. 12: 2), " Be not conformed to this world,"

etc. Humility is one of the prominent principles taught by our

dear Redeemer, in precept and example. We ought, therefore, to

try and abstain from superfluities.

Art. 25. In case brethren put a bell on their meeting-house,

will their course be approved by the Yearly Meeting?

Answer: This Annual Meeting cannot approve of brethren do-

ing so.

Art. 26, Does the gospel, in any case, allow a member of the

church to use the power of the law in collecting a debt, or in

defense of his rights? And if going to law is wrong, does the

sanction of the church make it right? We also desire queries thir-

ty-two and forty-nine of the minutes of 1858, to be reconsidered by

this Annual Meeting.

Answer: We cannot give our members liberty to go to law;

and if any of them do go to law, the congregation in which such

reside shall take the case up and act on it as it thinks the gospel

requires. This answer, it was thought, is sufficient for the whole

query, as the different points in it refer to the same general sub-

ject.

Art. 27. In relation to the questions from Owl Creek Church

Knox County, Ohio, growing out of the serious difficulties which

that church has concerning its meeting-house, the following advice

was given:

We consider it best that the brethren, in meekness and pa-

tience, wait for the further manifestations of the will of God upon

the matter. And it was recommended that the case be remembered

by the brethren in general in prayer.

Art. 28. Seeing the great necessity of having the gospel, as

held and practiced by the brethren, more extensively spread and
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known, we desire that the brethren in this Annual Council recon-

sider the fifty-eighth article of the minutes of 1858, and adopt it

with such amendments as, in the fear of the Lord, may seem best.

As it was recommended by the last Animal Meeting to make the

subject of spreading the gospel one of prayerful consideration, it

appears it was done; and several of the churches have expressed

their wish to this Annual Council meeting to have it take a

favorable action upon the subject, the following is the conclusion

this Annual Meeting has come to in relation to what is referred to

in this article.

This meeting recommend and give liberty to any of the dis-

tricts or states to make a move on the subject of spreading and

sustaining the gospel, as preached and understood by the breth-

ren, so that the same may be done in the order of the gospel.

And we recommend to those churches which may adopt this to

make a report to the next Annual Meeting upon their success.

And, in view of the importance of the subject, we appoint the fol-

lowing brethren as a committee to propose some plan by which
the brotherhood in general may take a part in this good work;
said plan to be reported to the next Annual Meeting; Daniel P.

Sayler, John Kline, John H. Umstad, Samuel Layman, John Metz-
ger, and James Quinter. Daniel P. Sayler is the corresponding
member of the committee.

Art. 29. Can a minister, who is not ordained, with the counsel

of the church, expel a member, or must there be an ordained

elder present?

Answer: It is not necessary for an ordained elder to be pres-

ent, if the member to be expelled is a private member.

Art. 30. If a brother in the ministry or deaconship move from

one congregation to another, having a certificate of good standing

in his office, has the congregation to which he moved a right

to refuse to receive him with his office?

Answer: We consider they have not.

Art. 31. Is it according to the gospel and its principles for

brethren of our fraternity to salute with the holy kiss those who

do not stand in the faith with us, nor practice or keep the

ordinances of the Lord as we do? And is it according to the gospel

to call such brethren, and give them liberty to take part in our

public worship?

Answer: As a general thing we do not think it is expedient

to do so.

Art. 32. How is it considered when ministering brethren from
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one church will come into another church and preach with an ex-

pelled bishop, who is building up a church of his own, and also

visit all of the dissatisfied members, causing much confusion and
dissatisfaction in the church by doing so; and when lay members
go to hear him preach who has been expelled?

Answer: We consider it wrong to do so. And such brethren
should be admonished, and if they will not be submissive and
acknowledge, they should be dealt with according to the gospel.

Art. 33. If a member of a church moves from one congre-

gation into another, and is afterward called back again by the

said congregation from which he had moved, for some offense, and

is expelled; he then applies for membership to the congregation

he now lives in, but is sent back by it to the congregation that

expelled him to see whether it could release him or be reconciled

with him, and it does release him upon his confession and repent-

ance. Now which congregation is to receive him into member-

ship?

Answer: He should be received by the same church that ex-

pelled him, and that church should give him a certificate, and
that will give him a membership in the church to which he has re-

moved.

Art. 34. Is it according to the gospel for brethren, when giving

admonition to the church after the annual visit has been made,

to name members against whom something is alleged, in General

Council, or shall wr e proceed with them according to the eighteenth

chapter of Matthew?

Answer: We ought to proceed according to the eighteenth

chapter of Matthew, except in cases of open violation of the gos-

pel.

Art. 35. Several communications were sent to this Annual

Meeting from the brethren hitherto distinguished as Western

brethren. From these communications we shall give some extracts,

as we have not room upon the minutes to give them entire:

"Beloved Brethren: We, the brethren in Adams County, Illi-

nois, met together in council to take into consideration the course

we had best adopt respecting the Yearly Meeting. On account of

the great distance we are from the place of meeting, and none of

us being in a situation suitable to take such a journey, we have con-

cluded to send you these lines to inform you that after we received

the minutes of last conference, held in Indiana, we called a church

council, and we concluded, for the sake of union in the brother-
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hood, to adopt the minutes of last Yearly Meeting, and we intend

to carry them out as near as circumstances will admit of.********
" We further state that we are willing to counsel and be

counseled by the Yearly Meeting." Signed by Elder George Wolf,

and others, by order of the church.

The following extract is from a letter from Sugar Creek

Church, Sangamon County, Illinois:

"We have unanimously agreed to be fully united with our

beloved elder brethren, to counsel and be counseled. And we have

put in practice the order in receiving and baptizing members, non-

swearing and non-conformity to the world." Signed by Elder

Isham Gibson, and others, by order of the church.

From the brethren in Hurricane Creek district, Bond County,

Illinois:

'Dear Brethren in the Lord: Considering your love and care

for us as manifested by your kind forbearance and long suffering

toward us, we in love to you and all saints, thought it good to

send you this epistle, and also brother Daniel B. Sturgis, delegate

from this district, witnessing that we desire full fellowship and

union. And we unanimously agree to be counseled by the breth-

ren, and submit to all the decisions of our beloved brethren in con-

ference. We believe the best good of all is maintained by a full

subjection to the decisions of the Yearly Meetings, published in

the minutes."' Signed by Daniel B. Sturgis, and others, by order

of the church.

The following is the expression of this Annual Meeting upon

the subject referred to in the above communications: Whereas,

it is known that what have been called the Western brethren have

not heretofore been in perfect union with our churches in observ-

ing the ordinances and regulations in the house of God; and,

whereas, a number of communications have come before this

council-meeting from said brethren, expressing a strong desire to

be in full fellowship with our brotherhood, and promising to sub-

mit to and be governed by the rules by which we think the

house of God should be governed; therefore, considered that we
have cause to thank God that the efforts made to bring about a

union have been so successful, and we are now happy to recognize

them as being in full fellowship with us.

Art. 36. Requests for committees: 1. A request for a com-

mittee to visit Sugar Creek Church, Tuscarawas County, Ohio,

to investigate grievances.
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The request was granted, and the following brethren constitute
the committee: Elias Dicky, Henry Davy, Jacob Garber, of Mo-
rnckon, Ohio.

2. A request for a committee to visit Upper Conowago Church,
Adams County, Pennsylvania.

The request was granted, and the following brethren consti-
tute the committee: Peter Long, Philip Boyle and Christian
Keefer.

Art. 37. A resolution was passed returning thanks to those
railroad companies which took persons attending the meeting over
their roads for half fare.

Art. 38. Requests for the Annual Meeting: 1. A request from
Clover Creek Church, Blair County, Pennsylvania, for 1861. 2.

A request from Hagerstown, Wayne County, Indiana, for 1860.
3

-
A request from the Valley of Virginia for 1861. 4. A request

from the Miami Valley, Ohio, for the Annual Meeting whenever
the brethren assembled in Annual Council think it suitable to ap-
point it there. The request from the brethren of Limestone Con-
gregation, Tennessee, was renewed and granted. Our next Annual
Meeting, therefore, will be held, the Lord willing, with the breth-
ren in Washington County, Tennessee, on Pentecost, 1860. Breth-
ren coming to the meeting will come to Limestone depot, on the
East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad, which will be about three
miles from the place of meeting. Correspondence can be held
with the following brethren: Emanuel Arnold, David B. Klepper,
and Jacob Nead, Broylesville, Washington County, Tennessee.

Standing committee, etc.: John Kline, Jacob Thomas, of
Virginia; Daniel P. Sayler, Isaac Pfoutz, of Maryland; John P.
Ebersole, Henry Davy, James Quinter, of Ohio; Jacob Miller, John
Metzger, of Indiana; Samuel Layman, David Rittenhouse, of Illi-

nois; John H. Umstad, Peter Long, John Berkley, of Pennsyl-
vania.

D. P. Sayler, J. Quinter, Clerks.

D. P. Sayler, Moderator.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1860.

Limestone Church, Washington County, Tenn.

It having been announced that the meeting would commence
on Saturday, accordingly, at an early hour in the morning a laree
congregation was assembled for worship, and public meetings for
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worship were held on Saturday, Sunday, and on the morning of

Monday. The best accommodations were made that could be

made on the occasion, for affording the people present facilities

for hearing the gospel preached, and a good degree of attention

was given, and considerable interest manifested.

On Monday morning the council-meeting was organized by

appointing the following standing committee: Peter Nead, J. B.

Ebersole, John Metzger, Christian Long, Henry Koontz, John

Kline, Daniel Barnhart, Abraham Xeff, and Peter Nininger. Daniel

P, Sayler and James Quinter were appointed clerks, and Daniel

P. Sayler moderator.

The delegates then presented themselves to the standing com-

mittee, and the various papers addressed to the council were re-

ceived.

The representation in this Annual Council was unusually small,

there being but few delegates from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and

Iowa, and none at all from Pennsylvania and New Jersey. There

were represented in the council but sixty churches. The delegates

present were divided into five sub-committees, and to these were

committed the papers designed to come before the General Council,

in order that they might report upon them.

On Monday afternoon the brethren assembled in council for

business. The meeting was opened with devotional exercises. The

object of the meeting was then stated, after which the committees

began to present their reports, and it was ascertained that the

following queries for consideration were before the council. They

were considered in the fear of God, and examined in the light of

the Scriptures, and answered as herein stated.

The first business in order before the meeting was the report

of the committee, appointed by the last Annual Meeting (see Min-

utes of 1859, Art. 28), to prepare and report a plan for the work of

evangelism. Accordingly, the committee, to whom the matter was

referred, presented the following report:

The committee appointed at the Annual Meeeting in 1859,

twenty-eighth article, to propose some plan to the present meeting

by which the brotherhood in general may take some part in the

good work of the Lord in preaching the gospel more generally,

reports as follows: Whereas, the preaching of the gospel to

every creature is a command of Christ, since he said to his dis-

ciples "Go ve into all the world, and preach the gospel to every

creature" (Mark 16: 15), and therefore a duty enjoined upon

all his disciples. Hence, it needs no argument in its defense. The



I860] the Church of the Brethren

only point to be considered Is, How shall it be done? Now St.
Paul says, "Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges?"
(1 Cor. 9: 7); and as the Lord Jesus gave every man his work,
as well as his servants authority. Mark 13: 34: "For the Son of
Man ls as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and
gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work." It is,

therefore, evident that he did not mean that his ministering serv-
ants should be burdened with the duty of preaching his word, and
also bearing the expenses incurred in traveling from place to
P^ce, while all the members of the body remain idle. The com-
mittee understands the Lord Jesus to mean that the church, his
bod

-v on earth (1 Cor. 12: 27), shall, unitedly, preach his gospel
in all the world, by the ministry, through the Holy Ghost; and,
therefore, the church should pray the Lord of the harvest to' send
forth laborers, for so Jesus commanded his disciples, saying: "The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; pray ye, there-
fore, the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into
his harvest." Matt. 9: 37, 38, And it appears, from the following
accounts in Acts 13: 2, 3, that this was the practice of the apostolic
church: " As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy
Ghost said, Separate m e Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto
I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and
laid their hands on them, they sent them away."

And, in view of the above considerations, the committee offers
the following advice: That the churches of the brotherhood form
themselves into districts, the brethren in those districts to meet as
often as they may judge it necessary to transact their business;
that each of said districts has its treasury, and each one of the
churches which form said districts has its treasury, the former to
be supplied out of the latter, and the latter to be supplied by week-
ly contributions, as directed by the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 16: 2):

1 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him
in store, as God has prospered him, that there be no gathering
when I come,"—a plan for raising pecuniary funds, of divine ap-
pointment, and is one which commends itself to our acceptance,
both from its authority and excellency.

And in order that the funds collected may be the most judi-

ciously, satisfactorily, and economically applied, we advise that each
sub-district or church appoint at least one delegate to attend the
general district meetings, and that these meetings so dispose of
the funds collected as they shall judge most conducive to the glory
of God and the salvation of souls. And in order to preserve a

13
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proper harmony between all the congregations of the brotherhood,

we further advise that each general district meeting send a dele-

gate to the Annual Meeting, and by the delegate a report of its

proceedings, that ail such proceedings may be in harmony with the

regulations, as made by the brethren assembled in Annual Coun-

cil, and subject to the inspection and control of that body. And

in 'case any demands of a general character for evangelists are

made, sufficiently so to require the action of the Annual Meeting,

then, in that case, the funds needed to defray the expenses of said

evangelists shall be drawn from the treasuries of the several dis-

tricts.

And as the conviction of mind seems to be general among the

brethren that greater exertion should be made by the brotherhood

to have the gospel preached in every place, the committee would

remind the ministry that the foregoing plan is by no means de-

signed to supersede the labors of our ministers in their individual

C ap aclt ies. But we recommend to all our preachers to labor, as

they have been accustomed to do, without money and without

price, as far as their circumstances will permit them to do so,

showing, as they have hitherto done, in a remarkable degree, the

Christian grace~ of self-denial—a grace which shone brightly in

the life of our divine Master, and which occupies a prominent place

in his teaching.

We further recommend to all our preachers to submit

the above plan to their congregations, hoping that it will meet

with their acceptance.

All of which is respectfully submitted by the committee, D. P.

Sayler, John Kline, John Metzger, James Quinter.

The committee appointed by the last Annual Meeting to^ re-

port a plan to the present meeting for the work of evangelism,

presented the above report, and it was considered that this Annual

Meeting thinks it best, as there are so few churches represented,

not to adopt it as the work of this meeting, but postpones it for

the consideration of the next Annual Meeting, and concludes it

best to have it entered upon the minutes for the examination of the

brethren. But while this council-meeting cannot, for the reason

above given, adopt the prepared report, it acknowledges the neces-

sity of increased efforts among us to spread the gospel, and still

gives the liberty that was given by the last Annual Council, to any

of the churches which may see their way open to do so, to engage

in the work of evangelism.

Hereupon the following queries were considered:
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Article 1. Inasmuch as we publicly denounce (human) church
daphne, and cla.ni the New Testament Scriptures as the only
rule of our faith and practice,, is it, then, consistent with our pro-
fession to make a strict observance of the minutes of the Annual
Council a test of fellowship?

Art. 2. Ought not Art. 33, of the minutes of 1859, be recon-
sidered/ (The article referred to is this: "If , membcr of ,church moves from one congregation into another, and is after-ward called back again by the said congregation from which hehad moved, tor some offense, and is expelled; he then applies for
membership to the congregation he now lives in, but is sent back
by It to the congregation that expelled him, to see whether it

,
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e him
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or t»e reconciled with him, and it does release

him upon his confession and repentance. Now, which congregation
is to receive him into membership?")
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Art. 3. What is to be done with the following case- A broth
er buys real estate, and becomes much involved in debt by bor-
rowing money, and otherwise, and then, to secure some one or
two of his creditors, mortgages all of his real estate to them He
afterward appoints a trustee to sell his property, which does not
cover the hens against it, and the wife, who is a sister, takes from
the trustee a portion of the personal property, in consideration of
her relinquishing her potential right of dower, while much money
will be lost by the creditors?

Answer: If the church in which the case exists is satisfiedthat there was no intention to defraud, on the part of the brotherand that the sister, by taking the personal property, as stated wasan advantage, rather than a disadvantage, in the "sale of the' realestate it may retain them as members under a satisfactory ac-knowl e clgm en t

.

f J

Art. 4. Shall it be an order among the brethren to receive
persons into the church as members, when they are sick, without
baptism, with the promise that they will be baptized when they
get well?

Answer: Let persons who wish to be received into the churchand who are too sick to have the ordinance of baptism admin-
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Utered to them be considered candidates for baptism to iwdw

"the ofdinance "; soon as circumstances will permit, but not m full

membership until they are baptized.

Art 5 How is it considered when members of the church

that are sick, call for the elders of the church and are anointed

wording to the , pel and then tgatn resort to the use ol medi

cine; is it wrong to do so?

Answer: We do not consider it wrong, according to the gos-

pel, to do SO.

fat 6 fa we see a difference in the words used in anointing

the sick, we therefore ask for the most proper ce™n^^e

ner for 'observing the same, according to the gospel and practice

of the old brethren.

A nwer fa the difference is not stated in the query, we know
Answer.AS tneui

brethren have given US inV^d^A^ of 1853.
- The following is the order

referred to: ,„ . ** \ fFroni the

^ssnfersv^z, t*22/&£i. v,. 8i »

the year 182/.) .,.*****
Of the order of anointing the sick. The order has ever been

in the fit place to sing a few fines, and to turn to God m aunrted

nraver Then (there ought always to be two brethren) the one

noil out his hand, and the other pours the o, on it anc1
the firs

nutteth the same on the head ot the sick, and says the woras

which the AoOStle lames teacheth (chap. 5: 14): Thou art

same, and exhibiting it more particularly.) As regards the^anoint

ing it requires two brethren m order to perform it ac ,c 'n = ™
the advice of the apostle, since he says: '.' Let

:
h m cal Ifor the

ciders" of the church, and let them pray over him These WOrds

require more than one. Now, when w-are going to perform the

same the" first we do. after singing a few appropriate lines and

bril'v exhorting, is to turn to God," unitedly, and to pray God for

a blessing upon ourselves, upon the sick member, and upon all

L we do in a meeting, and there is liberty to pray tor all the

brethren present. If time will permit, and strangers ai c pres-

ent the passage from James 5 may be read as far « relate to

tin matter, and briefly commented upon. hen *"»«W
U raised to a sitting posture, and the elder brothel leachuh tortn

his hand, tnd the other brother pours the 0,1 upon it wInch he

the first, puts upon the head of the sick, and thus three times
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5*53 T

h
n rfd

!
°^ the ap° Stl

f
: " Thou art anointed in the name

Of the Lord, unto the strengthening of thy faith, unto the com-forting of thy conscience, and unto a full assurance of the remis-sion of thy Sins, or as the Lord may give utterance; and thenthe brethren both put their hands upon the sick, even as it is donewhen a brother is ordained, and pray chiefly for the sick memberSuch an example we have of the Savior, as we see in Mark 6: 15,
anei 1/: IS and this is the order the brethren have administered
the same. Brethren, also, who are not ordained, may administer
it m cases of necessity.********

Art. 7. How is it considered when a brother has been elected
to the ministry, but who has never exercised in his office, and who
has no confidence in his ability to be useful asks, after eighteen
months from the time he was elected to the office, to be released
from serving?

Answer: We think the time specified above is too short to
try a brother, and we think the brethren had better encourage
such a brother to speak and exercise in his office, but let him not
be over urged.

Art. 8. Inasmuch as in the minutes of 1849, tenth query, the
stock of railroads and banks are coupled together, we desire the
Annual Meeting of 1860 to consider each subject separately, and
to give an answer to each.

Answer: We advise brethren not to invest their money in bank
stock at all, and would advise them to be cautious of all incor-
porated companies.

Art. 9, We, the brethren, assembled in general district coun-
cil, at the Valley meeting-house, in Botetourt County, Virginia, de-
s

;

re *at the brethren in the Annual Council meeting of I860 de~
vise some plan or way to remodel, or enlarge by appendix, our
hymn-book, so as to satisfy the wants of the brethren.

Answer: To comply with the above request, this Annual Meet-
ing appoints a committee of five to make a new hymn-book with
the understanding that as many of the hymns in the present' book
as possible be retained. The following brethren constitute the
committee: James Quinter, Ohio; Samuel Garber, Illinois- John
Metzger, Indiana; John H. Umstad, Pennsylvania; John Kline Vir
ginia. -

'

Art. 10. A brother has a wife, who is not a member of the
church, and she refuses to live with him peaceably; and having
been living apart from him for more than two years, the brethren
acquainted with the circumstances believing the wife to be the
cause of the trouble, she now demands a divorce. Now, brethren
we would be very glad if you will give us advice in this case.
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\nswer We think a brother cannot grant or accept of a di-

vorce for arty cause but that of fornication. '-But I say unto you

that whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the causeiQ

fornication, causeth her to commit adultery, and whosoever shal

marry her that is divorced, committeth adultery. Matt. 5. te> I

Cor. 7: 15.

Art 11 Is it consistent with the order of the brethren, and

the gospel, to receive a member into the ehurch without the coun-

sel of the church, when it is practicable to have a council?

Answer: It is not consistent.

Art. 12. Whereas, the brethren in California and Oregon have

earnestly desired and requested a delegation of two or three breth-

ren to be sent, by the Annual Council of the brethren, to encourage

and strengthen them, and "to set m order the things needed''

for a proper organization of churches according to the gospel

of Christ, as well as to preach the gospel where Christ is not

known. The meeting, therefore, receiving with favor the request,

came to the following conclusion concerning the subject:

It was decided that the standing committee of this Annual

Meeting form a board for the purpose of corresponding with

brethren, and of ascertaining if any seem to be called to
:
ic

work, and of judging of their htness for it, and for making the

necessary arrangements for carrying out the purpose of this
i

An-

nul Meeting, to comply with the request from the brethrenjn

California and Oregon. And in order to obtain the necessary

pecuniary aid, this meeting recommends to all the churches to

make contributions for the purpose, and to report to the board

the result of their operations. James Quinter, ot Columbiana, Co-

lumbiana County, Ohio, was appointed corresponding secretary and

Daniel P. Sayler, Double Pipe Creek, Carroll County, Maryland,

treasurer.

Art 13. Requests for committees: 1. A request for a com-

mittee to visit the Limestone congregation, in Washington County,

Tennessee, to settle existing difficulties.

The request was granted, and the following brethren con-

stitute the committee: "John Wine, Martin Miller Jacob Milder

Peter Crumpacker, Benjamin Moomaw, Jacob Wine, and Martin

Garber.

2. This Annual Meeting ascertaining that difficulties exist in

the church in Cedar County, Missouri, appoints the following

brethren as a committee to visit said church, and to settle the dif-

ficulties: John Metzger, Jacob Brower, and David Brower.

3. A request for a committee to visit the Ridge Church, in
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Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, to investigate grievances there-

in existing.

The request was granted, and the following brethren were
appointed on the committee: Henry Koontz, Christian Keefer,
George Beer, Peter Long, and David Bosserman.

Art. 14, Requests for the Annual Meeting: 1. A request from
the Miami churches, Ohio, for the meeting of 1862 was renewed.

2. The request from the Clover Creek Church, Blair County, Penn-
sylvania, for the meeting of 1863, was renewed. 3. A request from
the Wayne County Church, Indiana, for the meeting of 1862. 4.

A request from Appanoose County Church, Iowa, for the meeting,
but no time named. 5. The request from the Valle}^ of Virginia,

for the meeting of 1861, was renewed, and granted. Hence, our

next Annual Meeting will be held, the Lord willing, with the breth-

ren in the Valley of Virginia, on Pentecost, 1861. Beaver Creek
congregation, Rockingham County, has been selected as the place

for the meeting. Correspondence can be held with the following
brethren: John Wine, Martin Miller, and Daniel Thomas, Bridge-

water, Rockingham County, Virginia. Directions to brethren com-
ing to the Annual Meeting of 1861, by public conveyance: Those
coming from the south and southwest, will come to Staunton by
railroad, and from that place to Mt. Crawford, which is seven
miles from the place of meeting. Those coming from the north-
west and east, will conic by the city of Washington, to Alexandria,

and then take the Manassas Cap Railroad to Mt. Jackson, and
thence to Harrisonburg by stage. The place of meeting is ten

miles from Harrisonburg. Further information will be given

through the
4l

Visitor " in due time.

Standing committee, etc.: Peter Nead, J. P. Ebersole, of Ohio;
Henry Koontz, D. P. Sayler, of Maryland; John Kline, Daniel

Barnhart, Abraham Neff, Peter Nininger, of Virginia; John Metz-
ger, of Indiana; Christian Long, of Illinois.

D. P. Sayler, J. Quint er, Clerks.

D. P. Sayler, Moderator.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1861.

Beaver Creek Church, Pvockingham County, Va.

Pursuant to appointment made on Pentecost last at Annual

Meeting in Washington County, Tennessee, the brethren met in

Annual Council. A Aery large congregation having assembled,
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public worship was commenced on Sunday morning, at the usual

time, and conducted at three different places: in the meeting-house,

in the tent, and m the grove, at each of which places the people

assembled in dense crowds, as far as the speaker could be heard

understanding^, and still there were many who did not get any

benefit of the preaching, for which there seemed to be an ardent

desire; so much so, that all the meeting-houses in the surrounding

country and villages were opened for our use, and pressing invita-

tions given to the brethren to occupy them.

It was therefore to be regretted that there were not more

ministering brethren present. The brethren here had also made

extensive preparations for the bodily comfort of those who should

be with them, and seemed to lament much that the brethren from

distant parts were not with them to share in their hospitality, as

well as in the spiritual feast they had anticipated. Nevertheless,

as there were many brethren and sisters present, we enjoyed a

feast of fat things together, forgetting, for the time being, the

confusion of the political affairs without, owing to which many of

the churches, composing our common fraternity, wTere not repre-

sented.

But, not wishing by any means, to change the regular usages

of the church whereby the fraternal bond of our common brother-

hood might be affected, we have, therefore, with those elders and

brethren who have assembled, after having dedicated ourselves

anew to God, concluded to proceed, with the business before us,

in the regular way. Accordingly, the cilleries presented were con-

sidered, and disposed of in the manner following, to-wit:

Article 1. Are we to understand by the grant of social meet-

ings, as decided in Annual Meeting of 1858, to make public appoint-

ments frequently where there is an organized church and preach-

ing every two weeks, and in conducting them, liberty to be given

to any brother or sister, or, if time admit, for all to rise to their

feet by course, and exhort; and, if not so to be understood, what

will the Annual Council say the order of social meetings shall be?

Considered, that the order should be according to that rule laid

down by the apostle in 1 Cor. 14: 27-40. And to unite with other

professors in worship in our meetings is inconsistent with the

gospel and the practice of the church.

Art. 2. Is it in harmony with the spirit of the gospel, when
brethren teach school, at the expiration of the term, to hold ex-

hibitions, attended with music?
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Considered, that it is not, and that brethren would better close

by singing and prayer. (See James 5: 13, and Eph. 5; 19.)

Art. 3. Inasmuch as the brethren have decided, in conference,

that members who would not conform to the order in dress as

generally practiced by the old brethren and sisters, that they

could not have the privilege to the communion. But, as this does

not restrain them into the order, we wish to know whether the

church has the right to deal with them as offenders when they will

not conform in dress or to wearing caps, and leave off wearing

hoops?

Considered, that such members should be admonished, and

that warmly, too, to lay aside all superfluities and conform to the

order of trie church. Otherwise they must and will be regarded

as disobedient members. (See Romans 12.)

Art. 4. How would it be considered where a brother and sis-

ter hold personal property and real estate, and the brother dies; has

the sister a right to take the benefit of the law and hold three

hundred dollars of the personal property and one-third of the real

estate, and by so doing so injure the sale of the other tWO-thirds

of the real estate that it will not sell for near its value, and

will not pay more than one-half of the indebtedness of the es-

tate, whereas, if she had let the whole of the land be sold together,

it would have paid all the debts, and then left to her one-third of

the money.

Considered, that as it is impossible for all the circumstances

to be known in such cases to an Annual Meeting, therefore such

things ought to be settled by committees at home, selected by

the parties and the church.

Art. 5. Is it considered right, according to the gospel, for a

member to hold forfeit-money under any circumstances what-

?ever

:

Considered, that it is not right when the holder is not injured

by the transaction, and if he is, he should only keep enough to

indemnify himself for such loss.

Art. 6. Will this Yearly Meeting grant the privilege to reprint

all the minutes of the Yearly Meetings, so that those wishing to

have them may have a full copy?

Resolved, by this Annual Meeting, that this subject should

be attended to, and we therefore recommend that a committee be

appointed to gather up all the minutes, as far back as can be

had and bring them together in such a way and form as may be

thought best, and we hereby appoint brethren Henry Kurtz ot

Ohio; Andrew Spanogle, of Pennsylvania, John Kline, of Vir-
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ginia, Christian Long, of Illinois, and Philip Boyle, of Maryland,
to attend to said business, and report to next Yearly Meeting.

Art. 7. Contains a remonstrance from the Sugar Creek Church
Allen County, Ohio, as follows: "'Having assembled in council,

and having under consideration the missionary question, we, the

church aforesaid, enter our remonstrance against all plans that

have been recommended through the ' Visitor,' save the one on
page 279, of September number last."

All business upon this subject is referred to the next Yearly
Meeting.

Art. 8. Is it according to the gospel for brethren

to administer the communion to the sick or disabled members in

the day time, and without celebrating the other ordinances con-
nected with it?

Considered, not according to the gospel, because the Master
instituted it in the night. However, there is no impropriety in at-
tending to it if done in the regular way and at the proper time, in
connection with the other ordinances instituted with it.

Art. 9. When expelled members, upon application, are read-

mitted, how shall they be received by the church?

Considered, that the applicating members be received by the
hand of fellowship and the kiss of charity; but that the (rein-
Stated) brother or sister go around to all the members, and (in
order to) be received by them.

Art. 10. How is it considered if brethren suffer their children

to take an active part in school debates and exhibitions?

Considered, that there can be no objection, if conducted in an
orderly manner; and we advise brethren (at the same time not to
forget) to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord.

Art. 11. Shall members be allowed to go to the Lord's table

and partake of the bread and the cup of the Lord, and when so

done afterward bring up old complaints again, or, shall the church
act upon such complaints or not?

Considered, that when any matter has once been fairly inves-
tigated by the church, or settled between two parties, the decision
should be final, and if a member should afterward revive it, they
should be held responsible and fall into the dealings of the church,
more especially after having partaken of the communion.

Art. 12. Shall the church receive a complaint against a mem-
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bcr before the offended brother go and tell his brother his fault

between himself and him alone or not?

Considered, that if Ave would read the rule of life as contained

in Matt. 18, we would find no need of originating such questions.

Art. 13. Resolved, that we are opposed to a treasury for the

exclusive benefit of the ministry, but that every church should en-

courage their ministers to be active in their calling, and also to

support them in all cases of necessity.

Considered, that we fully concur in the sentiment above ex-

pressed.

Art. 14. That we are in favor of postponing the revision of

our hymn-books.

Considered, since a committee was appointed, by last Yearly
Meeting, to attend to this business, and circumstances preventing

their action, we are in favor of extending the same committee, to

consummate the work assigned them at their earliest convenience.

Art. 15. Would it not be better, and give more satisfaction

to the brotherhood at large, if the brethren serving or composing

the standing committee at our Annual Meetings would be changed

every year, so as to have at least two-thirds of the same fresh

members?

Considered, that we do not think it advisable to make any
change in the manner of choosing the standing committee, and
are still satisfied with the decision of the Yearly Meeting of 1853.

(See Article 1, in the minutes of that year.)

Art. 16. Ts it proper or profitable for brethren to engage in

public discussions with other professors upon religious or other

subjects?

Considered, that we think it right to defend the gospel, when
interrogated (or assailed) either in private or public; but that we
should not engage in worldly or political subjects, at least not to

discuss them publicly.

Art. 17. A committee being requested to go to Kansas, Breck-

enridge County, etc., to settle all matters of difficulty existing

there, we, the standing committee, do appoint the following brethren

to attend to this business to-wit: John Metzger, of Indiana, Chris-

tian Long, of Illinois, and Samuel Lehman, also of Illinois.

Art. 16. And there being a call for a committee to attend and

settle matters in the Leading Creek, and also in the church on Dry-

fork, in Randolph County, Virginia, the call is favorably received,

and the following brethren are hereby appointed, viz.: Joseph
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Arnold, of Hampshire, Jacob Miller, of Rockingham, and Jacob
Wine, of Shenandoah, Virginia,

Art. 19. As to the mode of setting apart suitable brethren

for the proposed Pacific mission,

We recommend that the vote of the whole church he taken,
and that the two brethren receiving the vote of the greatest num-
ber of churches shall be declared elected, and if either of them
could not go, then the next highest, etc.; and we further recom-
mend that all the churches take immediate action and report to
the corresponding secretary of the board appointed for that pur-
pose. For information, refer to the minutes of last Yearly Meet-
ing (1860).

Art. 20. The request of the churches in the Miami Valley

(Ohio) for the Yearly Meeting in 1862 was favorably received and
granted; therefore, the Lord willing, our Yearly Meeting will take

place, on Pentecost next, in Bro. Abraham Erbaugh's district, ten
miles from Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio, three miles from
Brookville station, on the Dayton and Union Railroad. Letters

addressed to Bro. Erbaugh, New Lebanon, Montgomery County,
Ohio, will be attended to.

We, the brethren composing the standing committee, do here-

by annex our names in testimony of our consent to the decisions

of the queries before the meeting:

Joseph Arnold, George Shaver, Peter Crumpacker, Martin
Miller, Daniel Miller, of Ohio.

John Kline, Moderator.
Benjamin F. Moomaw, Secretary.

ANNUAL MEETING OE 1862.

Erbaugh Church, Montgomery County, Ohio.

A very large number of persons having assembled on Saturday,

meetings for worship were held on that day. The congregation

being very large on Lord's -clay, arrangements were made for

having divine service conducted in five different places, and in the

German and English languages. A large number of the minister-

ing brethren present participated in the labors of the day, and good
attention was given to the Word preached.

After the devotional exercises, on Monday morning, the coun-

cil meeting was organized by appointing the following standing

committee: John Berkley and John Zug, of Pennsylvania; Daniel

P. Sayler, of Maryland; John Kline and John Wine, of Virginia;
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John Brower, Henry Kurtz, and Joseph Showalter, of Ohio; John

Metzger, and Jacob Miller, of Indiana; Sam. Garber and Dan.

Sturgis, of Illinois; John Brower, of Kansas; John Ogg, of Minne-

sota; Abraham Replogle, of Iowa. Daniel P. Sayler and James

Quinter were appointed clerks, and John Kline moderator.

The delegates then presented themselves before the general

committee, and presented the papers which they brought from the

churches, by whom they were sent as delegates. It was as-

certained that there were represented at this council-meeting one

hundred and thirty-six congregations by about two hundred and

forty delegates. The general committee, having received the pa-

pers addressed to the meeting, distributed such as contained

queries to twenty sub-committees, who retired and prepared their

reports.

On Tuesday morning the brethren assembled in General Coun-

cil, to receive and consider the reports of the sub-committees.

The meeting was opened with devotional exercises. The object

of the meeting was then explained. After this the queries were

considered and the following answers given by the meeting:

Article 1. Is it agreeable to the order of the brethren to hold

Sabbath-schools; and, if so, how should they be conducted?

Answer: The decision of the Annual Meeting of 1857 is re-

adopted.

Art. 2. With regard to prayer-meetings, how should they be

conducted.""

Answer: All our meetings for divine service should be con-

ducted according to the gospel, which requires all things to be

done decently and in order.

Art. 3. If a sister is married to a man, who after living with

her awhile, leaves her, and she, not hearing from him for several

years, marries again, can she be held as a member?

Answer: No; she could" not be held as a member.

Art. 4. In installing official members into office in the church,

is there to be any difference observed between near relations?

Answer: There is no difference to lie observed.

Art. 5. In case a complaint is found against a brother be-

cause he was sued at court for an honest debt, and then took

the stay, and when he is visited he denies the charge, and says

that he was not sued; but the brethren, having evidence to the

contrary, agree to send two brethren to the county clerk's office,
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and the clerk shows, by his record, that the brother was sued,

and took the stay for nearly six months, and then paid the debt,

together with the costs. Now, the question is, which is to be

taken as truth, the brother's word, or the record in the clerk's of-

fice? And have the brethren a right, or have they not, to send

brethren to the world to investigate church matters?

Answer: It is not wrong for brethren to have such matters
closely investigated, and to obtain all the light possible.

Art. 6. Is it proper for the visiting brethren, at our public

meetings, when there are from three to six laboring brethren

present, to rise to their feet, and line out a hymn, and exhort, in

preference to the laboring brethren, or are they to keep their

seats?

Answer: The laboring brethren are to conduct the meeting,
and it is the duty of the visiting brethren to exhort when liberty
is given them.

Art. 7. Is it allowed by the brethren, in Annual Council, for

the members of the church to attend singing-schools on Sun-

days, or at night, or in the week?

Answer: While we would caution our members, especially the
young, against the abuses of singing-schools, we would not ab-
solutely forbid them, if conducted orderly, and if they do not con-
flict with the time of preaching.

Art. 8. Is it wrong for brethren to put bells on their meeting-

houses?

Answer: We do not think it advisable to encourage brethren
to have bells on their meeting-houses.

Art. 9. When official members move from one district to an-

other, should they be received with hand and kiss, or is a letter

sufficient?

Answer: Art. 9, of the minutes of 1846, re-adopted, and here
to be re-printed: "Is a brother, that wT as a speaker or deacon,
and has moved into another church, properly reinstalled in his
office, if an ordained brother takes the counsel of the church, and
announces the same to him, without he being received by the mem-
bers with hand and kiss? Considered, unanimously, by the elders,
that inasmuch as he was properly received into his office by the
church in which he was chosen, he would be sufficiently estab-
lished."

Art. 10. How are we to proceed with members who will neg-
lect to attend council and public meetings, and that for months?
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Answer: Such members should be admonished, again and

again and their reasons for non-attendance ascertained and the

danger of living in such a manner set before them. (See Heb.

10: 25.)

Art. 11. Inasmuch as there are so many secret societies, such

as Freemasons, Odd-Fellows, Sons of Temperance, etc, and as

the members of Christ's church are not allowed to belong to any

of them, would it not be best to ask ail applicants for membership

whether they belong to any secret order; and if they do, to in-

form them that they must renounce all such before they are re-

ceived into the church?

Answer: If there is a suspicion of any applicant for mem-

bership having fellowship with such societies, we think it not

wrong to ask such a question.

Art. 12. How is it considered for brethren to wear the beard

on the upper lip, they being conscientious in doing so?

If a brother does not shave any, Ave would leave it with his

conscience; but if he lets it stand on his upper lip only, we con-

sider it wrong.

Art. 13. How is it considered if a church did, some years

ago, in presence of two ordained elders, put in avoidance a mem-

ber,' having committed one of those sins mentioned in 1 Cor. 5:

11 and at a later date the same church did decide a similar case

differently, by a strong majority, in opposition to one ordained

elder and the housekeeper in the church?

Answer: Inasmuch as Brethren Henry Kurtz and Jacob Sny-

der have taken this matter in hand, we leave it to those breth-

ren to come to a union with the church concerned.
,

Art. 14. How is it considered when a church has several

ministers of equal standing, and none of them ordained, has the

housekeeper, or have the ministers, a right to call to their as-

sistance an ordained brother, without the counsel of the church?

Answer: They have not the right to do so without the counsel

of the church.

Art. 15. How is it considered, if a minister defends and justi-

fies slavery, even in a public debate?

Answer: It is utterly wrong for any brother to do so, ac-

cording to Matt. 7: 12.

Art. 16. Inasmuch as the Yearly Meeting has allowed of

brethren's children taking active part in school exhibitions, if

properly .conducted, is it wrong for brethren to go with them, to

investigate such exhibitions?
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Answer: We consider it best to leave the answer to query
10 Of last Yearly Meeting, as it is; and in answer to the additional
question whether the parents may go to school exhibitions, we
would say we consider it best for them not to go, if their going
jwould be likely to encourage any thing that is of an evil character.

Art. 17. Is it considered right, according to the gospel, for
a brother to marry a woman (not a sister) that is divorced from
her husband, when it is not known whether that divorced husband
is dead, and the ordained elder, who performed the marriage cere-
mony, contends that all is right?

Answer: We consider it wrong for any brother in the min-
lsU'y tn perform such marriage, and also wrong, according to
the gospel, for any brother or sister to be married to any such
party.

Art. 18. The brethren assembled in council in the Valley of
Virginia, being impressed with the importance of having the public
more fairy enlightened upon the ordinances, have agreed to adopt
the plan at our communion meetings, when it is expedient, in the
afternoon service, to occupy the time in discussing these sub-
jects before the commencement of the evening exercises. Will
the Annual Meeting approve of this plan, insert it on the minutes,
and r e commend it?

Answer: While we strongly recommend the defense of the
ordinances, we leave it to the discretion of the churches to de-
cide the time and place of their defense.

Art. 19. Inasmuch as it is the order of the brethren that
sisters should wear caps, what should be done with a sister in
case of stubbornness? And should there be any allowance made
for the unmarried?

on
Answer: We consider it is the duty of all the sisters to have
a piain covering at the time of worship.

Art. 20. What shall be done in such a case as follows: There
is a brother and sister living here who claim to have stood in full
fellowship with a church called Dunkards, m Lycoming County,
Pennsylvania. When asked for a certificate, the brother said the
church from which they moved did not give certificates, allow-
ing that their conduct should suffice, and this has been quite satis-
factory to the members of this church.

Answer: We consider it right, in all cases, when membersmove trom one arm ot the church to another, that they shall
Present ^ thc chn

\
ch wherein they wish to reside, a certificate,

to prove their membership m the church from whence they came'
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or give satisfaction to the church of which they wish to become
members.

Art. 21. Would it not be better, instead of asking the consent
of each individual member concerning the reception of an appli-
cant, to make the request general, that is, ask the church as a
body whether they are willing to receive such applicant, and if

they are, let silence give consent; and if not, that member who is

not willing to receive such applicant, shall have full privilege to

state his or her objections?

Answer: This is left optional to each arm of the church.

Art. 22. How is it considered for sisters to wear hoops, and
to conform themselves to the new fashions of the world—shall

we tolerate it or not?

Answer: The answer to the third query of last Yearly Meet-
ing is re-adopted.

Art. 23. Is it agreeable to the gospel and the rule of the
brethren for a bishop to put the office of elder or second degree
of the ministry upon a brother, when it appears the majority of

the members present are opposed, and so are also two elders who
are present? And when it is proposed to take the voice or vote
of the church, that is also refused, but he puts the office upon him
when he has got his hat on and when he is quarreling with an-
other brother, and when nearly all the members have left, all

but eight or ten? And is such a brother legally installed into
office?

Answer: _We consider such a brother not legally installed.
Amd we consider, according to the gospel, that the bishop who
did so, should make satisfaction to the church.

Art. 24. How is it considered when a brother commits an
offense against the church, and the church takes his case into con-
sideration? He acknowledges the offense, and is sorry for it,

and asks forgiveness; has the church a right to advise him not to

commune?

Answer:_ If
_
the church forgives him, and receives him into

full fellowship, it has no right to forbid him to commune.

Art. 25. Is it right, according to the gospel, for a brother
to buy land that is sold by the county for taxes?

Answer: We consider that it is wrong for brethren to do so,
when done for speculation.

Art. 26. What is to be done with a brother that buys whiskey

14
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by the barrel, and sells it to such as he thinks use it temperately,

and when admonished once and again not to sell, he says he will

be more careful to sell to none but those who use it temperately?

Answer: Any brother dealing in intoxicating- liquors, if he
continues to do so after being admonished, can not be fellowshiped
as a brother.

Art. 27. A person was baptized, and thus became a member
of the church; afterward thought he was not in the right state

of mind when he had been baptized, and felt that if he would die

in this state he would be lost, and then made application to be

re-baptized. The brethren in the congregation tried to reconcile

him, and could not, and also sent strange and elder brethren to

talk with him, who also failed to satisfy him. After repeated

and continued application for re-baptism, a brother, without the

counsel of the church, baptized him over again, when he became
reconciled. Now, did the brother who re-baptized the person do

his duty?

Answer; We think he did not do his duty, but did wrong.

Art. 28. Can the church hold in fellowship persons living

as husband and wife, while the husband's former wife is living,

from whom he was divorced, but not for the cause of fornication?

Answer: We consider, according to Matt. 19: 9, that the

. . l
i;

1 1 lj. i. iii.ii. hold such in fellowship.

Art. 29. Is it right for a son to put his father on the county

to be kept, both being members of the church? And if not right,

where does the father belong? in the district where he is on the

county, or in that from which he was taken?

Answer: We consider it wrong for a son. or brother to do SO.

And the father, under the circumstances stated, would, of course,

belong to the district from which he was taken.

Art. 30, What shall we do with brethren of whom the world

complains to the church for neglecting to pay their debts, and for

-; o ci reappointments to their creditors?

Answer: If the brethren can and will not pay their debts, they
should be dealt with according to the gospel, as offending mem-
bers.

Art. 31. Will the brethren, at Annual Meeting, consider it

right to establish Sunday-schools? and' if they do consider it right,

will the}- consider it right for members of the church, and their

children, to attend Sunday-school celebrations?

Answer: We consider it right to have Sunday-schools, if

conducted by brethren, but not to have celebrations.
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Art. 32. Where ministering brethren have difficulties in the

church, and when they are not in full fellowship with the church,
in breaking bread, etc., may they still continue to preach and ap-
point meetings?

Answer: We consider that such brethren should be reconciled
to the church before they make appointments to preach.

Art. 33. Would it not be advisable, when an election is to

be held for both a speaker and a deacon, at the same time, to

hold the election for the speaker first, and make the result known,
and then hold the election for the deacon or deacons, as the case
may be?

Answer: We consider it would be advisable to do so,

Art. 34. Can this Annual Meeting allow brethren, and es-

pecially the bishops and ministering brethren, to suffer their chil-

dren, while under their control, to follow all the foolish fashions,

such as wearing of hoops, and unnecessary ornaments of the

body?

Answer: We consider that such things should not be tolerated
by the brethren while they can reasonably be prevented.

Art. 35. Is the practice of one ministering brother doing all

the vocal praying in the assemblies of Christians, and ending his

prayer with the Lord's prayer, more like the apostolic advice
and practice than that of our brethren formerly, when two ex-
ercised in vocal prayer?

Answer: We consider it is not, when there are several breth-
ren present.

Art. 36. Is the practice good and sustained in the gospel
for the church enjoining on the believing wives of teachers the

duty of aiding, by their humble example and chaste conversation,
their husbands in the solemn duty laid upon them?

Answer: We consider such a practice in perfect harmony
with the spirit of the gospel.

Art. 37. Why are not the sisters, who become wives of min-
isters after they are appointed to the ministry, called upon in

the church to promise the same duties as the sisters who are

wives at the time their husbands are appointed to the office?

Answer: We consider they should be, according to the prac-
tice of the church touching those who are wives of brethren when
the latter are appointed to office.

Art. 38. If the servants of the church, receiving the office
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of teaching, and after a while become more worldly in appearance

and manner, whose duty is it to admonish them? Is it the duty

of any member, or only the duty of the minister?

Answer: We consider it to be the duty of any member to

admonish such in the spirit of meekness and love.

Art. 39. How is it considered when visiting brethren will,

in meeting, get upon their feet and speak when there are elected

speakers present, and sometimes speak thirty minutes or upward,

and that without liberty from the speakers? If that is not in order

for visiting brethren, what is the order? Is it to stand upon their

feet when they have any thing to say, or to keep their seats?

Answer: We consider it out of order for visiting brethren to

do so, without liberty being given by ministering brethren, if

such are present.

Art. 40. Has a church a right to exclude a member before

informing him of the charge they have against him; and if not,

what course should a member pursue that has been disowned

that way?

Answer: The church has no right to do so without duly notify-
ing him, and if they do so, he is entitled to a re-hearing, with
the assistance of elders from other churches.

Art. 41. What will the Annual Council advise in the fol-

lowing cases, viz.: A number of brethren in district A become
prejudiced against the body of the church and will not attend

council and other meetings, after being cited frequently to do so.

But they will attend meetings and councils in district B, or the

adjoining district, and they also will contribute means and money
for the benefit of the said district B, to the entire neglect of their

own district? Also, what will Annual Council say of the breth-

ren in district B who encourage those brethren of district A to

continue in such a practice?

Answer: We consider it wrong for brethren to aid other
districts and to neglect their own, and we also consider it wrong
for a neighboring church to pursue such a course as district B
is said to have done.

Art. 42. How is it considered if a brother has any griev-

ance against another brother, so that he will say he will never

break the bread of communion with that brother? But the of-

fended brother does not pursue the course directed in Matt. 18,

but will go and break bread where the brother who has offended

him is not present, and after some years tells this brother that



1862] the Church of the Brethren 213

he will never go to the communion with him. Is it right for mem-
bers to do so, or, have members any right, after they go to a

communion, to say any thing afterward about difficulties which

had existed before?

Answer: We consider a brother has no right, under such
circumstances, to commune until he shall have become reconciled
to his brother.

Art. 43. Is it in accordance with the word of God to have

supper on the table before washing feet?

Answer: We consider that it is.

Art. 44. Is it according to the word of God wffien a com-
mittee of brethren come into a church or district to examine and
settle difficulties, to withdraw before they have heard the mem-
bers in church council, or to withdraw afterward, and then hear

each member separately, and then decide without giving the

members concerned any knowledge of it or any opportunity to

answer complaints made against them?

Answer: We consider that it should be left optional with the
committee, after having the parties face to face.

Art. 45. Is it in accordance with the gospel for the stand-

ing committee of the Yearly Meeting to send a committee into

a church, if desired by such that are expelled from the church

according to Matt. 18, the church having no knowledge of it?

Answer: No; but the church which has expelled him should
call a committee, if the expelled member requests it.

Art. 46. Is it according to the word of God for such per-

sons as are excommunicated from the church council, the saluta-

tion, and the communion, according to Matt. 18, to come before

the committee, and can their complaints against members be re-

ceived as evidence?

Answer: No.

Art. 47. How is it considered when two members of the

church, a visiting brother and his wife, see another visiting brother

intoxicated; afterward these two brethren visit the church and

commune together, and some two months afterward the first

brother named and a private brother saw the same brother again,

as they thought, with too much liquor. Still there is no complaint

made to the church until some six or seven months after the first

transgression, though there have been two or three church meet-

ings held in the time. Then the first brother named lays in com-
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plaint What is now the duty of the church in this and such

like cases?

Answer: We consider both parties are in fault, and they
should be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 48. How is it considered if a visiting brother, at a meet-

ing where there are five or six ordained brethren, hears something

said which does not suit him, and, after two or three have spoken,

arises up and explains the subject according to his own view?

Answer: We consider it out of order for visiting brethren
to rise and speak when ministering brethren are present, unless
asked by them to do so.

Art. 49. Should the hand be withheld or offered, as con-

nected with the admonition, in admonishing a brother?

Answer: We consider that the right hand of friendship may
be offered, supposing it to be included in the admonition.

Art. 50. Is it advisable to hold an election for a minister

or deacon in one part of a congregation (in that in which it is

most needed), and none but the members in that part voting, it

being too small to form a separate church, providing the whole

church consents to hold such an election?

Answer: We consider it advisable to do so.

Art. 51. How is it considered if a member that has been

excommunicated, makes application to be received again, and there

is a council-meeting held, and a complaint is made against him

so that he can not be received, and some one goes and tells the

excommunicated member all that lias been said against him in

council? How is such a member to be dealt with?

AnswTer: We consider it very wrong to report any thing done
in council to such persons, except the charges made against them.

Art. 52. Would it be against the order of the gospel, or of

the brethren, for a church, if the members agree to do so, to hold

a love-feast, without tendering an invitation to any of the mem-
bers of the adjoining churches but the ministering brethren?

Answer: We consider if a church, for want of room, or for

other good reasons, thinks it proper to hold a love-feast without
giving a general invitation, it may be permitted to do so.

Art. 53. Is it in accordance with the gospel to pronounce a

benediction over the people at the close of a funeral service at

the grave? And, if so, what should be the form?
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Answer: We haVe no authority in the gospel for doing so,

and no such custom among the brethren to sanction it.

Art. 54. Who are the elders spoken of by James, that are

to be sent to anoint the sick in the name of the Lord?

Answer: The ordained elders, if they can be obtained; if not,

the next in office.

Art, 55. Which is the most advisable in holding council-

meetings, to ask each individual member for his consent, or to

take silence for consent?

Answer: In all weighty matters it is best for each member
to answer.

Art. S6. Is the testimony of one witness sufficient authority

to expel a member, under any circumstance, when the accused

denies and objects to the testimony?

Answer: One witness is not sufficient, in general, but we will

not say that under no circumstances one is not sufficient.

Art. 57. Can a member, who is accused of some fault, give

testimony before the church?

Answer: While a person is a member of the church his testi-

mony can not be altogether set at naught by the church.

Art. 58. Inasmuch as the brethren in Annual Council of 1856

have recommended the churches to hold district or council-meet-

ings, and with this we have complied; now, we wish to know
whether we should take minutes of our proceedings?

Answer: We consider that no query of importance, acted on
by the sub-district meeting, should be confirmed until presented
to the Annual Meeting for its sanction.

Art. 59. If a man and his wife leave one church and go into

another, with a recommendation from the former, which is re-

ceived by the latter; after awhile the sister leaves her husband,

the brother, and returns to the church which she first left, charg-

ing her husband with crimes committed before the recommenda-

tion was given. Not bringing a recommendation from the church

from which she last came, the former receives her or retains her

as a member, and acts on the case of her husband and expels

him. Did this church do right?

Answer: We consider that no church should receive a mem-
ber from another without a certificate, or to expel a member with-

out a hearing.

Art. 60. How shall we regard the conduct of a brother who
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travels through different churches, and when he comes into the

congregation he falls down on his knees and makes a private

prayer, mortifying some of the members? Had he not better

make his private prayers where no human eye can see him?

Answer: We think it is out of order to do so, and the brother
should do so no more.

Art. 61. Is it consistent with the gospel, and the order of

the brethren, for wealthy brethren to make it a rule or custom,

when they lend money to poor brethren or others, to make those

who borrow the money pay the tax on the money, when they

receive interest on the money? If not consistent with the gospel,

what is to be done with such a brother?

Answer: We think it is not consistent with the gospel to

take more than lawful interest. (See Luke 3: 13.) We think

such a brother should be admonished by the church, and if he

will not hear the church, he should be dealt with according to

Matt. 18.

Art. 62. Has a brother the right to put the law in force

against his brother, to collect money, in any shape or form what-

ever, without giving him notice before?

Answer: In no case whatever.

Art. 63. Will the brethren, in Annual Council, consider it

right for ministering brethren to receive members into the church

without requesting them to lay off the fashions of the world in

regard to apparel, and to conform to the order of the brethren?

Answer: We consider it would not be right to do so. (See

Rom. 12: 2.)

Art. 64. How is it considered if members owe a just debt,

and suffer themselves to be sued? Has the church a right to

bring such members before the church, and to investigate the

case, to see whether such members have done their duty?

Answer: We consider it has.

Art. 65. Would it not be more in accordance with the gospel,

and the example of Christ, to omit returning thanks between

the supper and the communion?

Answer: We think it best to return thanks, according to

1. Thess. 5: 18.

Art, 66. We wish to have the first query in the minutes of

the last Yearly Meeting reconsidered, and a more definite answer

given.
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Answer: In reconsidering the query alluded to, we conclude
that we can not give a more definite answer than was given in 1858,

query 40, and in 1861, query 1.

Art. 67. When a person, having received baptism in the same

way that we perform it, but by a minister of a different denomina-

tion, wishes to be united to the brethren, must such a person be

re-baptized in order to be received into our church?

Answer: We refer to the minutes of the Annual Meeting of

1848, Art. 5.

Art. 68. How shall we proceed in case a sick member re-

quests the communion? Will any time do? And must feet-wash-

ing and the supper accompany the communion?

Answer: We consider it best to administer it in the evening,
according to the example of Christ. John 13.

Art. 69. How is it considered when ministering brethren,

after preaching, go into the congregation and invite persons to

join the church?

Answer: We consider it best to do as was done in Acts 2.

Art. 70. Requests for committees: 1. A committee for Rush

Creek Church, Hocking County, Ohio. The following brethren

form the committee: John P. Ebersole, Elias Dicky, and H. Davy.

2. A committee to visit the Elk Lick Church, Somerset County,

Pennsylvania. John Kline and John Wine were appointed on

this committee, with authority to add one to the number.

Art. 71. Resolved, by this council-meeting, that no query

shall be presented to the Annual Conference without being signed

by the elders, in the name of the church in which it originates.

Art. 72. Requests for the Annual Meeting: 1. A request

from northern Illinois, for the Annual Meeting of 1864, or as

soon as it can be had. 2. A renewal of the request of the Nettle

Creek Church, Wayne County, Indiana, for 1864. 3. The re-

quest of the Clover Creek Church, Blair County, Pennsylvania,

for the Annual Meeting of 1863, was renewed, and granted. Our

next Annual Meeting will, therefore, the Lord willing, be held

with the brethren in Blair County, Pennsylvania, on Pentecost,

1863.

Brethren from the east and southeast will go to Huntingdon,

on the. Pennsylvania Central Railroad; there take the Huntingdon

and Broadtop Railroad to Cove Station, which is four miles

and a half from the place of meeting. Those from the west will

stop at Altoona, and take the branch to Hollidaysburg, which is
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about fourteen miles from the place of meeting; or, if they pre-

fer to do so, they can go to Huntingdon, and then take the route
the brethren from the east are directed to take. Correspondence
can be held with Daniel M. Holsinger an/i George Brumbaugh,
Martinsburg, Blair County, Pennsylvania.

P. S.—Inasmuch as the old clerk, Henry Kurtz, declined the

clerk's office, offered him by the standing committee, the giving

out of certificates and return tickets on the railroads was left to

him, with authority to call in the assistance of other brethren,

especially since illness made him almost totally unfit for business.

Signed in behalf of the meeting and general committee
D. P. Sayler, J, Quinter, Clerks.

John Kline, Moderator.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1863.

Clover Creek Church, Blair County, Pa.

The religious exercises began Saturday morning, and were
continued on the Lord's-day in different places, and likewise every
evening while the meeting lasted. On Monday morning the

meeting was organized for business, by the nomination of a stand-

ing committee, before which appeared the delegates of the several

churches, handing in their letters and queries. The business then

was distributed among fourteen committees for investigation, and
on Tuesday morning the public discussion commenced of those
matters laid before the meeting. They were as follows:

Article 1. How are we to deal with our brethren who have
enlisted and gone to the army as soldiers or teamsters, or those

who have been drafted, and are gone to the army?

We think it not expedient to consider ('or discuss) these ques-
tions at this time. Still it is believed, and was expressed, the
gospel gave sufficient instruction.

Art. 2. How is it considered if a brother goes to law with

an outsider, without the counsel of the church, and causes quite

a conspicuous lawsuit; how are we to deal with such a one ac-

cording to the gospel? Are we to visit him, according to Matt.

18, or bring the case before the church at once?

Bring it before the church at once.

Art. 3. How are we to deal with sisters who are wearing
hoops?

They should be admonished once and again; and if they will
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not heed the admonitions, they should be dealt with according

to Matt. 18. (See Minutes of 1861, Art. 3.)

Art. 4. Is it contrary to the gospel to have lamb's meat at

the Lord's Supper?

We think not; but since the gospel does not give a precept

or example of what the supper did or shall consist, the _
members

should try to be in union, love, and forbearance in this matter.

(See Minutes of 1853, Art. 21, and 1855, Art. 20.)

Art. 5. What should be done with a brother that would preach

that slavery was right according to the Scriptures, and cause dis-

cord among the brethren?

Inasmuch as the brethren always believed, and believe yet,

that slavery is a great evil, and contrary to the doctrine of Christ,

we consider it utterly wrong for a brother to justify slavery,

either in public or in private, and that he should be admonished,

and if obstinate, shall be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art 6, Would it not be expedient and consistent that the

brethren forming the standing committee of the Annual Meeting

of the brethren should open and examine all questions (sent in

by the several churches, and assort them), and thereby save an

amount of unnecessary labor and time spent, as there are fre-

quently two, three, and even more, queries of the same import

and meaning sent in, and acted upon (separately reported
^
hither-

to by different committees) at the same conference, wdiich, wr e

think, could be avoided in a great measure?

Considered, it is expedient.

Art. 7. A woman leaves her husband because he committed

adultery, and he then leaves the neighborhood. About three years

after the woman marries again, having obtained a divorce from

her former husband, and after the expiration of another three

years, both the woman and the husband she now has, apply to

the church to become members, the woman not having heard from

her discarded husband all that time; can she be received?

We think they can not be received without the church being

satisfied that, the first husband be dead. 1 Cor. 7: 39.

Art. 8. How is it considered if brethren appoint meetings,

and invite speakers from other congregations, who conform them-

selves too much to the fashions of the world by wearing apparel,

and those appointments and invitations are made without the

consent of the church or bishop, and are offensive to some mem-

bers?
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We think members should not do so without the consent of

the elder or the church.

Art. 9. If one brother should demand and receive more in-

terest from another brother than the law allows, and the latter

acquiesces for years, but finally becomes dissatisfied, must he make

the complaint to the church, or commence in the ordinary way,

by going first privately to the offending brother, etc.?

Answer: The dissatisfied brother should proceed according
to Matt. 18, and the offending brother should refund the unlaw-
ful interest as far as the church in which both reside may judge
equitable.

Art. 10. If one brother clandestinely slanders another, then

gets a letter of recommendation and removes from the church

before the slandered brother is aware of the offense against him,

how is the offended brother to proceed?

The offended brother should request the church where he
lives to assist him in getting a reconciliation.

Art. 11. Is it in accordance with the direction of the apostle

(1 Tim. 2: 1, etc.,) to have any exhortation before prayer, on

opening meeting?

We do not consider Paul's exhortation confined to opening
the meeting, and therefore believe a word of exhortation to prayer

very proper in opening the meeting, provided the exhortation is

short, and confined principally to prayer.

Art. 12. Inasmuch as it is the decision of the council of the

Yearly Meeting that members who commit the sin of fornication

should be expelled from the church, according to 1 Cor. 5, how
is it considered when a church retains members who have com-

mitted that sin, upon a confession of being sorry for it r*

Answer: Not consistent with the word of God (1 Cor. 5.) nor

with the ancient order of the church.

Art, 13. When a member of the church is known to be in

a fault, the church sends the visiting brethren to the offending

members, to invite them to the council-meeting; the visiting

brethren, on their way, are apprised of another member having

committed a fault; have they a right to invite this member, also,

to the council-meeting, or must they first go back to the church

to get authority for this second case?

They have a right to visit and invite the member to council-

meeting.

Art. 14. How is it considered concerning a brother in the
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following case: A certain man, not a member of our church,

forges a note to the amount of three hundred and seventy-five

dollars against said brother, and a summons is issued and served

by the sheriff for this (false) debt against him. In consequence

of this, the brother testifies against the forger before a court of

justice, who is convicted, and sentenced to the state prison for

a term of years?

Considered, that the brother should have first taken counsel

of the church,

Art. 15. Is it in accordance with the gospel to have stands

or pulpits erected in our meeting-houses?

We have no direct gospel upon this subject, but we advise

the brethren not to put pupits or stands in their houses of worship,
when by so doing confusion and disunion may be produced.

.

Art. 16. Has an ordained elder, according to the brethren's

order, the right to come into an adjoining district, and bring a

committee along with him, and there reconsider matters without

the counsel of the church, over which, also, an ordained elder

presides?

Considered, that no ordained elder has a right to do so [in

ordinary cases.]

Art. 17. What plan will the Yearly Meeting recommend or

adopt, that all the brethren must bear an equal share in paying the

fines government will impose upon those brethren who may be

drafted into the military service?

In this case it is recommended by this Yearly Meeting that

each member should be willing to contribute according to the

true avails of their property, according to Gal. 6: 2.

Art. 18. Inasmuch as some brethren manifest a desire to

prohibit brethren from voting at our common (political) elec-

tions, do not the brethren in Yearly Council see it to be best to

make no change differing from the counsel and practice of our

ancient brethren in these days of trouble?

In the present crisis we recommend that brethren abstain as

much as possible from attending elections, according to John 18:

36; 2 Cor. 6: 14-17.

Art. 19. Is it consistent with the gospel and the order of

the brethren for a brother who lays a complaint of bad conduct

of another member before the church, to state the case himself,

in the presence of the member complained of and the church, or



222 Minutes of Annual Meeting of • [1863

shall the elders of the church state it for him, and thus conceal
him?

Let the manner of proceeding in such cases be left to the
discretion of the church.

Art. 20. Can an arm of the church ('or a local church) be
congregational or act independent from all the churches of our
fraternity, and still be in full union with the church?

It can not, according to the gospel and the order of the breth-
ren. (See Romans 12: 4, 5; 1 Cor. 1: 10; Eph. 4: 3, 4, etc.)

Art. 21. Whereas, there has obtained, of late years, some
difference in observing the Lord's Supper among different

churches, some setting the supper on the table before feet-wash-

ing, while some do not till after (the latter being the old universal

practice); whereas the proceedings of the Annual Meeting of

last year, in Article. 43, have grieved some of our brethren; and,
whereas, a conciliatory course should always be pursued when
brethren have a preference, as it regards the mode or way of ob-
serving an ordinance, so that it is properly observed, and no part

of divine truth sacrificed, Ave therefore recall the decision of the

Annual Meeting above referred to, and let the subject of the

time of putting the supper on the table stand precisely where it-

stood previous to the decision of 1862, with the understanding
that the churches may and should continue, without making any
change either way, until we have further light on the subject,

to bring about a more full union.

Art. 22. Which is according to the gospel, to transact church
business at our common council-meeting? Shall they be public

before the world, or in the presence of our members only?

Considered, to be according to the gospel that members only
should compose the council-meeting. (See Matt. 10, which whole
chapter is directed to disciples alone; Matt. 17: 17, where it says
of the disciples coming to Jesus apart; and in Mark 6: 31, Jesus
says himself to his disciples, "Come ye yourselves apart," etc.,

etc., etc.)

Art. 23. Would it not be better for the church if this Yearly
Meeting would adopt the district meetings, so that the different

states may form their districts as they may see proper?

Considered, to leave this matter as it stands on the minutes of
1856, Article 23.

Art. 24. Would it not be for the better to have the minutes
of the Annual Meeting in the "Visitor" once a year, provided the

editors were willing?
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Considered, not advisable to have the minutes printed in the

v isitor.

Art. 25. Is it according to Scripture for (any or) each brother

of the church to have the privilege to appoint meetings, attend

the same, and preach?

We think it not in accordance with the gospel, nor promotive

of love and union, but rather a fruitful source of contention, strife,

and disunion; therefore, no brother should assume such authority,

neither should any brother encourage such in their proceedings;

and if a brother will preach contrary to the will of the church he

can not do it in the name of the church. Approved by this Yearly

Meeting.

Art. 26. If brethren, not elected, being endowed with the

gift of prophecy, and moved by the Holy Ghost to occupy, with

their talents, as their Lord commands, and being called on by

the people to preach, have the bishops of the church any authority

from the gospel to forbid it, merely because they are not elected,

provided he or they preach Jesus to edification, exhortation, and

comfort, and their appointments do not conflict with any regular

meetings of the church?

As the apostle directs the spirit of the prophets to be subject

to the prophets (1 Cor. 14; 35,) and as God is said to be the author

of peace, and not of confusion (verse 33), and as the apostle asks

the question, " How shall they preach except they be sent?
"

(Romans 10: 15), and as Christ selected, from the number of his

disciples, those that he designed to preach the gospel, it appears

by the gospel not only proper but necessary that there
_

should

be a regular induction of those who are to officiate as ministers

into the office of the ministry, and therefore we can not sanction

the idea entertained by some, that any brother may go out and

appoint meetings for preaching.

Art. 27. Would it not be well to have the ninth query of

1 86 1 r c con s i d e r e d ?

Considered, that we can not better it.

Art. 28. With regard to the question whether a brother min-

ister was rightly dealt with who has taken the liberty to do servile

work on the LorcPs-day repeatedly, and notwithstanding he has

been admonished again and again, continues to defend and pur-

sue his course to the offense of many in and out of the church,

it appears that the church, with a chosen committee of elders,

has decided that the brother has either to quit this practice, or

the exercise of his ministry. The standing committee unanimously

confirms this decision.
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Art. 29. Requests for committees. 1. A committee for Tulpe-
haccon Church, Pennsylvania; granted, and Henry Kurtz, Peter
Long, John G. Glock, and Isaac Myer, appointed. 2. A com-
mittee for Lower Shenandoah Church, Virginia; granted, and
Henry Kurtz, Henry Davy, Jacob Wine, John Kline, Daniel
P. Sayler, and Daniel Thomas, nominated. Another request for

a committee was not granted, because it did not come from the
church, which it ought to do in all cases.

Art. 30. Requests for the Yearly Meeting. 1. From the
Nettle Creek Church, Indiana; twice repeated before. 2. From
Northern Illinois; repeated the second time. 3. From Antietam
Church, Pennsylvania, for the meeting in 1865.

The request of our brethren in Wayne County, Indiana, was
granted—to have the Yearly Meeting in 1864. Hagerstown, of
said county, on the Cincinnati & Chicago Air-Line Railroad, will
be the station to stop at; the place of meeting is one mile from
this station. Bro. David Hardman and David Bowman (Hagers-
town post-office), will give all further information to those who
may address them.

Art. 31. About railroad privileges for next year. Bro. David
Hardman and other corresponding members of the above church,
where the next Yearly Meeting will take place, will make proper
arrangements for the privilege of railroads, usually granted, to

make timely applications at the different companies in their im-
mediate vicinity. Bro. D. P. Sayler was appointed to attend to

the obtaining of the favor from the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad;
Bro. C. Custer to attend to the same on the Pennsylvania Cen-
tral; John Metzger for other roads in the west, and Henry Kurtz
for the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago Railway.

Art. 32. Resolved, that this meeting return its thanks to those
railroad companies that have granted the favor of excursion tick-

ets, for their kindness.

From our records it appears that this year one hundred and
fifty-three churches were represented by thirty-seven ordained
elders, sixty-live ministers in the second, and seventeen in the
third degree, twenty-nine deacons, and ten private members, and
the whole meeting passed off in a pleasant, and, we trust in God,
profitable manner, and was closed Wednesday afternoon with
prayer, the crowd dispersing fast.

Signed by the standing committee: John Wine, of Virginia;
D. P. Sayler, of Maryland; Samuel Lehman and Christopher Long,
of Illinois; Andrew Spanogle, Isaac Meyer, and John Holsinger,
of Pennsylvania: Henry D. Davy and Daniel Miller, of Ohio; John
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Metzger and F. P. Loehr, of Indiana; David Brower, of Iowa,

Henry Kurtz, James Qulnter, Clerks.

John Kline, Moderator.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1864.

Hagerstown Church, Wayne County, Inch

By the kind permission of our heavenly Father a very large

number of brethren were permitted to meet, according to previous

arrangements. The religious services commenced on Saturday,

and were continued until Monday noon. The multitude present

was very large. On Lord's-day there was preaching at six places.

There seemed to be a considerable desire manifested to hear

preaching, and good attention was manifested to the word
preached.

On Monday morning the meeting was organized for business

by appointing a standing committee and the necessary officers.

The delegates then reported themselves; whereupon it was ascer-

tained that there were represented in this meeting one hundred

and fifty churches. These churches were represented by two hun-

dred and thirty delegates; these delegates were divided as fol-

lows: Ordained elders seventy-two; elders, ninety-two; teachers,

twenty-two; deacons, twenty-five; private members, eighteen. The
business was then distributed among twelve sub-committees.

These commenced reporting on Tuesday morning, and the busi-

ness to be transacted was thus brought before the General Council,

and we hope, in the fear of God, acted upon. The following

queries were presented to the meeting and the annexed answers

given:

Article 1. In no less than four papers the question is pre-

sented, whether it is right and proper for a brother to go to, or

take part in, political elections, it being specially stated that it

had caused hard feelings and disunion?

Answer: We have been led to think that at all times it would
be best and most consistent with our profession, and specially

most proper and safe in the present critical state of things, to

have nothing at all to do with politics, and entirely to abstain

from voting. (See 2 Cor. 6: 14-17, also Minutes of the Annual
Meeting of 1863, Article 18.)

Art. 2. If a sister has a husband that is not a member in

the church, and it is known that he is an adulterer, is it con-

sistent with the gospel for her to live with him and be his wife?

15
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And if it is not consistent for her to do so, lias she a right to

get a bill of divorcement according to law?

Answer: As to the first part of the query, we think it should
be left to her choice whether to live with him or not. And as to
the second, we say, with Paul (1 Cor. 7: 10, 11), "But and if she
depart, let her remain unmarried."

Art. 3. Is it right, according to the tenor of the gospel, for

brethren to erect lightning rods upon their buildings, and to have
their property and lives insured?

Answer: As to lightning rods, we fully agree with the answer
given by the Yearly Meeting of 1851, Article 7: "Considered,
that we would not advise brethren to do so, nor would we say
to those who have them, to take them down, but advise all our
dear brethren to bear with each other in such matters, and to try
to put their chief trust in God." We likewise agree with the An-
nual Meeting of 1847, concerning the insurance of property: " Con-
sidered, that we can not advise brethren to do so, neither could
we forbid its being done in a mutual way/' But as to getting their
lives insured, we advise the brethren to make use of no such
privilege.

Art. 4. Inasmuch as there are many members of our churches

traveling from one state to another, and staying from home from
four to eight months, would it not be better for members, under
such circumstances, to obtain a certificate of membership from
the church in which they live?

Answer: We think it would be better to do so.

Art. 5. Is it in accordance with the gospel for brethren to

donate money toward building meeting-houses of other denomina-
tions?

Answer: Finding no gospel upon the subject alluded to in the
query, we leave it to every one's conscience to direct in the case.

Art. 6. Have the brethren a gospel-right to serve as jurors

when the authorities call for them?

Answer: No; as we are admonished by the apostle (2 Cor.
6: 14-18.)

Art. 7. When the apostles prohibit the wearing of gold and
pearls (1 Tim. 2: 9; 1 Peter 3: 3), are gold watches to be included?

Answer: As the carrying of gold watches may, and is like-

ly to, lead to pride, we think it advisable not to wear them.

Art. 8. How is it considered by the brethren in yearly council

assembled, in relation to members who do not conform to the
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order of the brethren in the wearing of apparel, and in the wear-

ing of their hair, but follow the fashions of the world?

Answer: We think that the ministering brethren should heart-

ily admonish and urge the members to conform to the order of

the brethren, and set them a good example; and if those who are
admonished again and again, and that by the church too, as well
as by the ministers, will not hear, the word of God directs us what
to do with them. (Matt. 18.)

Art. 9. How does the Annual Meeting decide upon the fol-

lowing case: A brother is totally blind, and his occupation for

a living is dealing in groceries and in nearly all kinds of intoxi-

cating liquors. He was engaged in that business before belong-

ing to the church, and now claims that the church should not

prohibit him from selling liquor, since he could not otherwise

make a living.

Answer: We consider that it is entirely wrong for any brother,
whether blind or not, to sell intoxicating liquors.

Art. 10, Is it considered right, according to the gospel, for

a minister to wear a soldier's overcoat when in the pulpit, or at

Other times; and, if it is not, how is such a brother to be dealt

with, if he should continue to wear it after being admonished?

Answer: It is considered not advisable for any brother, whether
a minister or private member, to wear any military clothing, and
if he is admonished, and still persists in being disobedient, he
should be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 11. As the Annual Meeting of 1862 has justly condemned
the selling of intoxicating liquors, what does the Annual Meet-

ing say of the practice of such brethren as engage in producing

corn and other grain, and sell it to distillers?

Answer: As the Scripture explicitly commands us to " ab-

stain from all appearance of evil' (1 Thess. 5: 22), we consider it

best to advise brethren not to sell any grain to distillers.

Art. 12. Inasmuch as there is still a difference of opinion

relative to the applicant for baptism declaring his agreement with

the church in regard to the principles of non-resistance, non-

swearing, and non-conformity to the world, whether this should

be done in the presence of the whole congregation, or of the

church only, we wish a decisive answer, and not only reference to

the minutes of 1848 and 1858, as we have referred to these, but

still get into difficulty.

Answer: We think it should be done in the presence of the
church only.
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Art. 13. As the Annual Meeting has recommended the hold-

ing of district meetings, we wish to know from it whether it

would be advisable to make a record of the proceedings of such

district meetings?

Answer: We would advise to keep no record of proceedings
but what is to be submitted to the Annual Meeting.

Art. 14. Does the decision of the Annual Meeting of 1862,

Article 58, prohibit us from taking the minutes of the proceedings

of our district meetings, for our own benefit?

Answer: Yes, we consider that it does.

Art. 15. How are we to hold a brother that keeps Saturday

for the Sabbath, works on Sunday, and strongly contends that

he is right?

Answer: Inasmuch as the old brethren have always observed
the first day of the week as a day of rest and public worship, we
think such a brother should be heartily admonished to conform
to the order of the brethren and the gospel, and if he does not do
so, he should be dealt with according to the gospel.

Art. 16. Is it right, and according to the gospel, for a brother

to invest money in government bonds?

Answer: We consider it not wrong to do so.

Art. 17. Is it wrong to baptize or immerse sick persons in

a house?

Answer: We consider it is not advisable to do so whenever it

is possible to avoid it.

Art. 18. In case a brother commits a trespass openly be-

fore the world, should not such one make his acknowledgments

openly before the world also?

Answer: No, he should not.

Art. 19. Inasmuch as all that our Annual Meeting has

hitherto done to suppress the excessive or intemperate use of

tobacco, in smoking and chewing, has virtually proved a failure,

could not this meeting adopt some method by which the ex-

cessive use of this growing evil could be suppressed in our

brotherhood?

Answer: As the use of tobacco is offensive to some brethren
and sisters, and the excessive use of it an evil, we advise and
counsel brethren not to use it in time of worship, so as to be ei-

ther filthy or offensive to others, and we think our ministering
brethren should admonish their members not to indulge in the

excessive use of it in any way, because it is wrong to do so.
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Art. 20. Is it in harmony with gospel principles, and with

the practice of the church, for the housekeepers of one church

district to reject the counsel or aid of members from neighboring

districts, that have come to council or church meeting, as it is

customary for brethren to do, and even tell them that they were
not needed, so as to sway their council? And if it be not proper,

what shall be done with brethren pursuing such a course?

Answer: We consider it improper for the members of one
congregation to go, without being invited by another church, and
take part in their deliberations, and it is proper to inform them
that their aid can be dispensed with, if it is not wanted.

Art. 21. What is to be don-e with a person, who, after being
dismissed from the church, rails against the brethren, and speaks
evil of them?

Answer: We think he should be dealt with according to 1 Cor.
5: 11: "Not to keep company with such a one; no, not to eat."

Art. 22. Is it right for a brother to go to an election, and
there elect, or help to elect, a brother (who takes no part in

elections) to fill an office in which he must either serve or pay
his fine?

Answer: We consider it utterly wrong for brethren to do so.

Art. 23. Does this Annual Meeting consider civil government
of divine authority, or a mere association for mutual well being?

Answer: We consider that it is of divine authority, from the
testimony of the Apostle Paul. (See Rom. 13: 1-8.)

Art. 24. Does the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ allow

brethren to act as executors or administrators, especially brethren

in office or in the ministry?

Answer: We think the gospel does not forbid brethren to act
as executors or administrators.

Art. 25. Is it in accordance with the gospel, and the or-

der of the brethren, for the church to receive and take candidates

in with (or by) hand and kiss previous to the reading of Matt.

18, and then baptize them upon their public confession?

Answer: We think it is neither in accordance with the gospel
nor the order of the brethren to do so.

Art. 26. Is it consistent with the gospel for the bread and
wine to be on the table with the supper, if a majority of any

branch of the church thinks it well to have it so?
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We think, in case of any change being desired in the estab-

lished order in any branch of the church, especially with regard to

the communion, it would always be best and safest, for the preser-

vation of love and union, to take no steps in any change of this

kind until the whole church is united, and neighboring churches
or the district meeting consulted.

Art. 27, Is it right for members of our church to meet mem-
bers of other denominations, with hand and kiss, the same as we
meet our own members?

Answer: We think it not right to salute them as members.

Art. 28. Is it according to the gospel, and the order of the

brethren, to receive and baptize into the church such as are in

the military service, bearing arms in this war, or to go into the

camps and baptize such, and let them remain in the service, or

should they not first get a full discharge before they can be re-

ceived into the church by baptism?

Answer: We can not encourage such proceedings; but in case
of extreme sickness, and when there is a promise to shed no more
blood, we will let the churches applied to decide what shall be
done; but let the principles of the church be acceded to by all

candidates.

Art. 29. A brother being legally elected to the ministry a

year ago, and refuses to be installed, and seldom attends church;

what shall be done in such a case?

Answer: The brother should be admonished, and encouraged
to attend meetings and accept of his office, and the brethren should
try to bear with him as long as the wants of the church will per-
mit; but if he will not serve, and the church needs laborers, then
it should elect others.

Art. 30. A minister in the first degree moves into another

district, and while absent from the first, is advanced to the second

degree in the district into which he moved. During this time

another brother was chosen to the ministry in the first district,

and advanced to the second degree, his election having taken

place after the first-named speaker's advancement. Now, the first-

named speaker moves back into the first district, after an absence
of ten years, with a certificate certifying his good standing in the

church in which he had been living. Now, according to the

gospel, and the order of the brethren, which of the two is next

to the elder or bishop? or does the first brother forfeit his stand-

ing by moving away from the flock?

Answer: The brother longest in the ministry, if a worthy
minister, is next to the elder.
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Art. 31. Since the Yearly Meeting favors district meetings

for the purpose of adjusting local difficulties, and to lessen the

labor of the Yearly Meeting, would it not be advisable to form

regular districts in each state, and close them with lines, that in-

dividual churches may know to what district they belong? And,

if so, should not this Yearly Meeting appoint brethren in each

state to form such districts in their respective states, and close

them by making such lines?

Answer: Yes; but we will leave the districting of the states

to the churches in the respective states.

Art. 32. What authority have we in the New Testament for

three orders or grades in the ministry? And if there be not three

grades, how many are set forth in the word of Christ and the

apostles?

Answer: We defer this question to the next Annual Meeting,

recommending the brethren to examine the scripture upon the

subject,

Art. 33. Will this Annual Meeting adopt some form or

order for forwarding ministers from one degree to another, as

it has been differently performed heretofore?

Answer: The order of the brethren, as already given by the

Annual Meeting, is to forward brethren by the hand and kiss.

Art. 34. How is it considered by the Annual Meeting, if

a brother or sister present a certificate of membership where

they wish to reside, and after awhile demand it again, and re-

ceive it; do they thereby withdraw their membership from said

district of the church?

Answer: We think they can not withdraw their membership
legally by so doing, and that certificates should not be given up

under such circumstances.

Art. 35. As our national troubles, consequent upon the re-

bellion now existing in our country, have caused considerable

difficulty in our church, and have tried our non-resistant principles,

and have caused several questions concerning the paying of

bounty-money, voting, etc., to come before this council-meeting,

what counsel will this Annual Meeting give upon these subjects?

Answer; We exhort the brethren to steadfastness in the faith,

and believe that the times in which our lots are cast strongly

demand of us a strict adherence to all our principles, and especial-

ly to our non-resistant principle, a principle dear to every sub-

ject of the Prince of Peace, and a prominent doctrine of our fra-
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ternity, and to endure whatever sufferings and to make what-
ever sacrifice the maintaining of the principle may require, and
not to encourage in any way the practice of war. And we think
it more in accordance with our principles, that instead of paying
bounty-money, and especially in taking an active part in raising

bounty-money, to await the demands of the government, whether
general, state, or local, and pay the fines and taxes required of

us, as the gospel permits, and, indeed, requires. Matt. 22: 21;
Rom, 13: 7. And lest the position we have taken upon political

matters in general, and war matters in particular, should seem to
make us, as a body, appear to be indifferent to our government,
or in opposition thereto, in its efforts to suppress the rebellion,
we hereby declare that it has our sympathies and our prayers,
and that it shall have our aid in any way which does not conflict

with the principles of the gospel of Christ. But since, in our
Christian profession, we regard these gospel principles as superior
or paramount to all others, consistency requires that we so re-

gard them in our practices.

Art. 36. It having been agreed upon, at a former time, that

our Yearly Meetings should be held alternately in the east and

west, the Allegheny Mountains being considered the dividing line,

it is requested that this meeting change that line to the Ohio

River.

This request was granted.

Art. 37. Would it not be good to make some change in hold-

ing our Yearly Meetings, for the purpose of preventing so great

a multitude of people from being present? And would it not, also

be better to have the conference more private, and not to name on

the minutes who were chosen on the standing committee, or who
was clerk, etc?

Answer: We think it not expedient to make any change at

this time.

Art. 38. Requests for committees: 1. A request from the

church of Appanoose, Iowa, for a committee to visit it to settle

difficulties existing therein. The request was granted, and the

following brethren appointed: David Brower, Jacob Brower, John
Murray, and Jacob Waters. 2. A request from the Paint Creek

Church, Ross County, Ohio, for a committee. Referred to the

elders present April 28th last, and to the church at Bear Creek,

to do as they may see fit.

Art. 39. Requests for the Annual Meeting: 1. Request from

the Antietam Church, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, for the

meeting in 1865, which was granted. 2. A request from northern

Illinois, for the meeting in 1866. This request was accompanied
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by a request to have the meeting two weeks later than the ordinary

time of holding it, because of the latitude of that locality, and it

was concluded that if the meeting is held in northern Illinois,

the request of the brethren there, as regards the time, should be

granted, it being understood that the change of time is only for

that special occasion. 3. A request from the Pipe Creek Church,

Carroll County, Maryland, for the meeting in 1867. The request

from the Antietam Church being granted, the Annual Meeting

of 1865 will, the Lord willing, be held with that church.

The following- information is given for the satisfaction of

brethren wishing to attend the meeting: Those going from the

west, via Pittsburg, on the Pennsylvania Central Railroad, will

take the Cumberland Valley Railroad at Harrisburg, and stop at

Greencastle. Those going by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,

will stop at Martinsburg, Virginia, and then take stage to Hagers-

town, Maryland. They will then take the Cumberland Valley

Railroad to Greencastle. The distance from Greencastle to the

meeting, and the names of the brethren with whom correspondence

can be held, will be given hereafter in the u
Visitor," as soon as

ascertained.

Art. 40. Resolved, that this meeting returns its thanks to

such railroad companies as have granted the favor of excursion

tickets for their kindness.

The meeting closed Wednesday noon, after the proceedings,

and all who were present, were commended to God by prayer.

Much Christian love was manifested among the brethren, and it

is hoped the labors of the meeting will be acceptable and profitable

to the church.

Standing committee, etc.: John Kline, John Wine, Virginia;

Daniel P. Sayler, Maryland; Leonard Furry, David Gerlach, Penn-

sylvania; Henry Davy, James Quinter, Ohio; David Miller, John

Bowman, Daniel Bowman, Indiana; Christian Long, Sam. Gerber,

Illinois; Jacob Brower, Iowa; John Bower, Kansas.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1865.

Rock River, Lee County, 111.

As usual, a very large number of persons assembled at the

place of meeting on Saturday, when the religious services com-

menced, and they were continued until Monday afternoon. There

were represented in the council one hundred and forty churches,

by one hundred and eighty-two delegates.
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The meeting was organized on Monday morning, after which
the delegates from the churches presented themselves and handed
in their papers. As the amount of business before the meeting
was considerable, it was thought advisable to form sixteen sub-
committees. After the devotional exercises on Tuesday morning,
these committees commenced reporting, and the General Council,
in the fear of God, entered upon its labors. The following ques-
tions were before the council and answered as herein stated:

Article 1. Could not this Annual Meeting make some change
in the manner of holding our Annual Meetings, which would be
advisable and acceptable to the brotherhood?

Answer: This meeting feels the importance of a change, but,
not to make any change too hastily, it appoints the following
committee to take this matter into consideration to propose the
result of their wisdom and labor to the next Annual Meeting, for
its acceptance or rejection; D, P. Sayler, Philip Boyle, Benja-
min Mumaw, Andrew Derrick, J. H. Umstad, John Wise, H. D.
Davy, John Hershey, Jacob Miller, Hiel Hamilton, Christian Long,
John Metzger, David Brower, and Frederick Loehr.

Art. 2. Which would be nearest to the gospel, and the order
of the church, when a committee is chosen to settle a difficulty,

to make known the accusation to the accused and to the church
before the committee withdraws, or to withhold it from him and
a part of the church till the committee has heard the witnesses

and made their decision and report?

Answer: The accusation should be made known to the church
and the accused, and the accusers and the accused should be face
to face, that the latter may have liberty to answer for himself,
according to Acts 25: 16.

Art. 3. The apostle James says, "Is any sick among you?
let him call for the elders of the church," etc. Now, inasmuch
as the apostle says elders, and not ministers, in the first and sec-

ond degree, would it not be more consistent with the gospel to

send for ordained elders in all cases?

Answer: We consider the decisions of the Annual Meeting
of 1850 and 1862 upon this subject satisfactory and correct. (The
following is taken from the minutes of those 'years: Who are the
proper persons in the church to administer the ordinance record-
ed in James 5: 14? Considered, the bishops or ordained elders.
Article 30, 1850: Is there any second order of persons in the church
who may administer the above ordinance in cases of great and
pressing necessity, when the proper administrators can not be
had in time for the urgency of the case? Considered, in such
case brethren in less office, if at least one of them is authorized to
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baptize, might serve. Article 31, 1850: Who are the elders spoken
of by James, that are to be sent to anoint the sick in the name
of the Lord? Answer: The ordained elders, if they can be ob-
tained, if not, the next in office. Article 54, 1862.)

Art. 4. How is it considered when elders in different churches

teach that it is not necessary to send for elders to anoint the sick,

but that brethren in the first and second degree can do it as well

as elders?

Answer: We do not consider it consistent with the gospel for
elders so to teach.

Art. 5. Have committees, appointed to investigate difficulties

in churches other than the church in which they hold their mem-
bership, the power to disown members in the absence of the

church council, or without consultation with the elders of the

church in which the difficulty exists?

Answer: We consider that they have no such power.

Art. 6. Has any church a right, according to the order of the

brethren, to send a letter to the standing committee of the Yearly

Meeting, demanding of them that a certain brother should have

no right to assist the brethren in selecting committees that may
be called for?

Answer: We consider that no church has any right to make
such a demand.

Art. 7. Whereas, the brethren at our last Annual Meeting

decided that " Civil Government is of divine authority " (minutes

of Annual Meeting, Article 23, 1864); and, whereas, all civil gov-

ernments are, and always have been, sustained by the sword; we
therefore wish to know if it is right for brethren to bear arms,

when called upon to do so by the authorities, in order to sustain

the civil government?

Answer: We consider that we have no right to take up arms.

Art. 8. How is it viewed for a brother or for brethren to

write against the ancient order and customs of the church, and

have their manuscripts or writings printed, and thus distributed

in and out of the church?

Answer: We think it is not right to do so.

Art. 9. Whereas, the brethren have heretofore advised against

publishing the proceedings of the Annual Meeting in the " Gospel

Visitor/' will they still disapprove of publishing them in our pa-

pers?
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Answer: We think the minutes of our Annual Meeting had
better be kept separate from our public papers.

Art. 10. Since the counsel of the brethren, assembled at our

Annual Meetings for the last two years, is, that brethren should

have nothing to do with politics, and to entirely abstain from

voting, how should we deal with such brethren as will not hear

said counsel?

Answer: We advise that such brethren be admonished in

love, again and again, to be subject to the counsel of the Annual
Meeting.

Art. 11. A church needs a meeting-house, and by a unanimous

counsel of all present, agrees to build one by taxation, each one

paying in proportion to his true valuation; is it then consistent

to make a non-compliance with said counsel a test of fellowship?

Answer: Wr

e consider that all those who fail to comply with
the counsel, would fall into the judgment of the church, but we
recommend in such cases that disinterested brethren from some
other church or churches be called to the council.

Art. 12. In case a member commits a trespass, and the church

views it as such, but the said member can not see it as such, but

says, " wherein I have done wrong I want you to forgive me."

Now, shall such an acknowledgment be considered sufficient, or

shall the offending member be required to acknowledge to the

wrong that he has done?

Answer: We consider that the church must judge of the
sufficiency of the acknowledgment of an offending member.

Art. 13. Is it right, according to the gospel and our profession,

for brethren to buy county bonds, bearing six per cent interest,

and shave them twelve and a half per cent?

Answer: Wr
e think it most consistent with our profession not to

deal in such stock. (The five articles which follow next in order
came from a district meeting in Virginia, and were presented to

this meeting for confirmation.)

Art. 14. Is it the duty of the church, in all cases, however

aggravated, to reclaim an offending member upon an acknowledg-

ment, or should he be expelled, in extreme cases, even though

he should make acknowledgments?

Answer: We consider that, In extreme cases, such as mcm-
tioned by the apostle in 1 Cor. 5, the offending members should
be expelled and put away from the church until they give evi-

dence of true humility and contrition.
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Art. 15. Can a brother be held as a member of the church

who will, when put into the army, take up arms and aim to shed

the blood of his fellow-man?

Answer: He can not.

Art. 16. As some brethren are of the opinion that the com-

munion should be observed more frequently, say three or more

times in a year, what is the counsel of this meeting in regard to it?

Answer: We think it should be submitted to the discretion of

each arm of the church to have as many as two or three in a year,

but we exhort brethren in this, as in all other cases, to guard

against extremes.

Art. 17. What is the decision of this meeting in case breth-

ren (especially official brethren) exercise a private influence in the

election of members to office in the church? If wrong, what is the

extent of the offense, and how can it be remedied?

Answer: We think such brethren should be admonished, and
earnestly entreated to desist from such a course; and, i*f that will

not control him, a committee should be appointed to
_
inform him

that if his course is persisted in he will fall into the judgment of

the church. The committee should be called from another church.

Art. 18. What is the decision of the council in the case of

an elder who refuses to fill the duties of his office?

Answer: (As the answer to this question is precisely the

same, word for word, with the answer to the last article, we pre-

sume this statement and a reference to that answer are sufficient.)

Art. 19. How is it considered if a brother who is drafted

hires a substitute to perform military service, and afterward re-

moves into another district—shall the church grant him a certif-

icate of membership?

Answer: Since the law has exempted brethren from military

duty, by paying a tax in lieu of service, we consider that brethren

do "wrong to resort to other means, unless they are ignorant of

the provisions of the law.

Art. 20. Is it according to the spirit of the gospel to receive

expelled penitent members, as directed by the Annual Meeting

of 1840, Article 13, which reads thus: "It was, and is, the mode

of the brethren for the members to remain in their places, and the

members to be received again, to go from one to another, and thus

to be received," etc.

Answer: We think there is no necessity for a change in the

manner of receiving fallen members.
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Art. 21. Is it according to the order of the brethren, and the

spirit of the gospel, for the brethren to order and obey those

proclamations made by the President of the United States, and

the governors of the states, recommending the observance of

certain days, such as Thanksgiving days?

Answer: Yes, if such proclamations do not conflict with the
spirit of the gospel.

Art. 22. As the decisions of the Annual Meeting are not

obeyed by all the overseers of the church, would it not be bet-

ter to district the churches, and extend to those the power to re-

turn to the standing committee all those who fail to carry out the

advice of the Annual Council?

Answer: Yes.

Art. 23. When a member is expelled, according to Matt.

18, and does not ask for a rehearing, or a committee at the time

he refuses to hear the church, how long is it thought advisable

to allow the right to a rehearing, or is a church in duty bound
to grant it at any time?

Answer: We consider it best not to limit the time in which
a rehearing may be obtained, but an expelled member, wishing
a rehearing, should apply for one as soon as practicable.

Art. 24. How will the brethren, assembled in Annual Coun-
cil, consider the case where elders and ministers have taken sides

with the rebels in this bloody rebellion, and voted for separation;

can they be held as divine teachers, or not?

Answer: They can not, according to the gospel.

Art. 25. Is it consistent with the gospel to retain members
in the church who have voluntarily aided and abetted in the re-

bellion by voting for separation, or by otherwise encouraging it?

Answer: No; such should be put away from among us.

Art. 26. Is it right for ministering brethren, or for private

members, to speak evil of the rulers of our land in public, and
pray that God would open their eyes and change their wicked
hearts? And, if it is not right, what is to be done with those

who do so ?

Answer: We consider it wrong to do so (Acts 23: 5), and that

brethren that have done so should make an acknowledgment for

it and promise to do so no more.

Art. 27. What portion of God's word furnishes us with au-
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thority, either by commandment, precedent, or example, for

funeral preaching, and especially after the interment has been

done for months and even years?

Answer: We have positive scriptural authority to preach the
word at all times and on all occasions when called on. (Sec 2

Tim. 4; 2.)

Art. 28. Has any brother a right to preach that is not elected

by the voice of the church?

Answer: We think not, according to the apostolic practice and
teaching. (See Acts 1: 26; 6: 3; 2 Tim. 2: 2.)

Art. 29. Has any brother a right to call on a brother to preach

in public, who is not yet elected to preach?

Answer: We think not, for it is contrary to the gospel, and
it causes offense and confusion in the church.

Art. 30. If a brother remove from one arm of the church

to another, and cannot obtain a certificate of membership from

the former church, can the church into which he moved, under-

standing the difficulty with the former church, be the judge in

the matter?

Answer: We think not. The church from which the member
moved should give the certificate.

Art. 31. Is it right for any of our ministering brethren to

entertain pro-slavery principles, and preach them publicly and

privately?

Answer: It is considered not right, according to Luke 6: 31,

and if any brother should persist in doing so, he should be dealt

with according to Matt. IS.

Art. 32. How does this meeting consider that part of 1 Cor.

5, which treats on " avoidance," as practiced by some of our

churches?

Referred to the next Annual Meeting.

Art. 33. Will this Annual Meeting reconsider Art. 5, of the

minutes of 1864?

Answer: No. The following is the query referred to, with
the answer: 'Is it in accordance with the gospel for brethren
to donate money toward building meeting-houses of other de-
nominations? Finding no gospel upon the subject alluded to in

the query, we leave it to every one's conscience to direct in the
case.

Art. 34. Does the Annual Council make laws, or give advice

only, in cases where it has no direct gospel on the subject?
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Answer: It gives advice only.

Art. 35. Would it not be advisable, in case of an evil report
against a member, to take the evidence of persons without the
church, if considered by the church as persons of truth, to test the

matter, if such evidence be carefully handled?

Answer: Yes, for the purpose of testing the truth of the re-
port; but an action or condemnation without an acknowledgment
of the accused, or without the evidence of members, would not
be proper.

Art. 36. Does this Annual Meeting consider the decisions of

sectional councils, which are not brought to the Annual Meeting,
the same as those decided by the Annual Meeting; and if they do,

why not take minutes of them, so that satisfaction could be re-

turned to their brethren, who were dissatisfied, by epistle or by
word of month, as the apostles and elders did at Jerusalem, in

the first council?

Answer: We consider that all district councils should be care-
ful not to undertake to pass resolutions or decisions concern-
ing the general principles or practices of the whole fraternity,
but refer them rather to the Annual Meeting, and confine them-
selves simply to the settlement of local matters.

Art. 37, Is it a violation of the gospel to feed the people
o n c om in iin io n o c c a s ion s ?

Answer: We think it is not.

Art. 38. A request to reconsider Art. 23, of 1864.

Answer: We consider the answer sufficient as it is. The follow-
ing is the query referred to, with the answer: "Does this Annual
Meeting consider civil government of divine authority, or a mere
association for mutual well being? "

Answer: rWe consider that it is of divine authority, from the
testimony of the Apostle Paul. (See Rom. 13: 1-8.")

Art. 39. A request to reconsider Art. 16, of the minutes of

1864.

Answer: We judge it best to make no change at present in
relation to the question alluded to. The following is the query
referred to. with the answer: "Is it right, and according to the
gospel, for a brother to invest money in government bonds? An-
swer: We consider it not wrong to do so."

Art. 40. Is it contrary to the gospel to raise funds by tax-

ation?

Answer: It is not contrary to the gospel to do so.



1865] the Church of the Brethren 241

Art. 41. What is the order of the church in ordaining a min-

ister by laying on of hands?

Answer: It is as follows: 1. A request is deemed necessary
to be made by the church, and approved by the elders present.
2. Then the elders take the sense of each member, one by one,

to know whether they are satisfied with ordaining the brother old-

est in office. And if they agree, and no serious objection is made,
the ordination is proceeded with, which is done by laying on of

hands, with prayer, and then the members receive the brother as

at the first installation.

Art. 42. As we profess to be a plain people, is it right for

brethren to use gilt-edged hymn-books and Bibles, when plain ones

are just as good, and more becoming our profession; and should

the brethren be allowed to make and sell such?

Answer: We advise the brethren to be careful in such mat-
ters.

Art. 43. A church being in council assembled, agree pretty

much unanimously no more to countenance voting at political

elections, according to counsel of the Annual Meeting; is it con-

sistent, then, to make a violation of the counsel of said meeting

a test of fellowship, if there is no disposition on the part of those

who violate said counsel to make an acknowledgment for it?

We want a more definite answer than heretofore given.

Answer: Such brethren should be admonished again and
again, and if they will not adhere to the counsel of the church,

then they should be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Art. 44. When a church makes a choice for an officer or for

officers, and the bishop and ministers in the church in which the

election is to be held, vote, when is the proper time for them to

vote, at the beginning or at the close of the election?

Answer: We think they should, by all means, vote at the be-

ginning, if they vote at all, and that they should be_ careful to

observe the well-established rules of the brethren relative to such

occasions, especially in calling elders from adjoining churches to

be present at such times.

Art. 45. What is the difference (if there is any difference)

for brethren to have their property insured, or to have their lives

insured, as it appears from Art. 3, of the minutes of 1864, that

there is quite a difference?

Answer: We think there is quite a difference, since we do

16
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not think it right to put a money value upon human life, while we
may on property.

Art. 46. Inasmuch as some districts have taken council to

entirely abstain from voting at political elections, what does
the Annual Meeting say to those housekeepers and districts that

still continue to vote, and cause hard feelings by doing so?

Answer: We admonish such housekeepers and districts to
submit to the decisions of the Annual Meeting of 1864, query 1;
and if they refuse to do so, they will be dealt with according to

T
att. 18.

Art. 47. How are the churches to hold and proceed with
those members, who, in heart and soul, have been in sympathy
with the rebellion, denouncing the government, and speaking evil

of our rulers, especially of President Lincoln? As many mem-
bers are unwilling to commune with such, a scriptural answer is

required.

Answer: We consider such brethren as transgressors of the
Word, and admonish them to make satisfactory acknowledgment
to the church; and if they refuse to do so, they should be dealt
with according to the gospel. (See Acts 23: 5; Rom. 13; 2 Peter
2: 10; Titus 3: 1.)

Art. 48. Is it considered according to the gospel, and ac-

cording to the order of the brethren, for absent members to send
their votes to an election in the church by the hands of other-
members?

Answer: It is not.

Art. 49. Inasmuch as there is still a difference of opinion rel-

ative to brethren having lightning-rods on their buildings, we
wish a decisive answer; and not only a reference to the minutes
of 1851 and 1804, as we have referred to them, but still get in-

to difficulty. Likewise the same satisfaction in regard to having
our property insured is desired.

Answer: We consider it would not be advisable to encourage
brethren to do so, but think we should bear with brethren who
have already done so.

Art. 50. If a bishop be accused with a fault in ruling or keep-
ing house, and the church calls a committee of elders and delivers
unto them the charges, and the committee, upon deliberation, sus-

pends him, or relieves him of his office, without informing him
(the accused) of the charges against him, and giving him no
privilege of answering to the charges, and of defending himself,
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are the proceedings of the church and committee according to

order and justice?

Answer: No. ,

Art. 51. As many brethren seem to so far disregard the ad-

vice of the Annual Council as to send to the
M Gospel Visitor

'

and " Christian Companion ' articles exposing, through their edi-

tors, the counsel of the old brethren, will this meeting adopt means

to put a stop to these things?

Answer: We consider it wrong to do so, and think we should
not disregard the counsel and decisions of the Annual Meeting;
and such articles as oppose the order of the brethren should not
be published, and if the brethren still persist in doing so, they

should be dealt with as offenders.

Art. 52. Where is the gospel, either in command, precept, or

example, that justifies the idea that there is a first, a second,

and a third degree in the ministry?

Answer: We have plain scripture to teach a grade of officers in

the church. (See Eph. 4: 11); "He gave some, apostles; some,
prophets; some, evangelists; and some pastors and teachers."

Art. 53. If there is a council-meeting appointed in one arm

of the church, has the elder of that district a right to invite "an-

other elder of another arm or district to come and assist him in

his church, or must the elder of -the church, in all such cases,

first ask the congregation before he invites another elder to help

him?

Answer: We think it is advisable for the elder to consult the

church, or at least his co-laborers.

Art. 54. Inasmuch as there is a difference of opinion and some
aggricvance, in regard to bells on church houses, we wish the An-

nual Meeting to decide the matter.

Answer: Decided not to have them.

Art. 55. Can the brethren, assembled in our annual district

church meetings, pass decisions contrary to the decisions of our

Annual Conference, and compel the brethren to practice the same?

No.

Art. 56. Inasmuch as there is a difference in the brotherhood

in holding an inquest where there is application made for bap-

tism, and for letters of recommendation, some doing it before the

whole congregation, and others doing it before the church only.
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It is desired that in this all the churches practice alike, as mem-
bers are moving from one state to another, and such difference

causes hard feelings and trouble.

Answer: We consider such inquest should be held before the
church only.

Art. $7. Inasmuch as the brethren in last Yearly Meeting ad-

vised brethren to abstain entirely from voting, and when one
church receives the minutes, they are read to the church, and the

members are admonished not to go to the election, and the elder

takes the counsel of the church, and there is a united voice not

to go, but there are a few brethren who were not present at the

council-meeting, and the decision of the church is sent to them,

and they are advised not to go to the election; and then some of

the brethren go to the election, when the visiting brethren are

sent the second time to notify them not to go, but they go again,

after which they are requested to come to the council-meeting,

but do not come. The church is then admonished to bear with

them, and they are admonished again not to go. If, after all

this, they still will go, what is to be done with such brethren?

Answer: They should be dealt with according to Matt. 18.

Whereas, it has been plainly proved to the brethren assem-
bled at this Annual Meeting, that William C. Thurman did, on
different occasions, say things publicly in his preaching against the

practice of the brethren, and has done the same in his writings,

and by the course he has pursued he has given offense to the

brethren; it is, therefore, the decision of this meeting that we can
not recognize him as a minister of the gospel among us until he-

gives satisfaction to the church.

Requests for committees: 1. The following brethren consti-

tute the committee to the Beaver Dam Church, Maryland: H.
D. Davy, J. P. Ebersole, John Wise, and Jos. R. Hanawalt. 2. For
Kansas: Christian Long and J. Metzger. 3. For Jasper County,
Iowa: Christian Long, Jacob Berkey, John Metzger, and J. P. Eber-
sole. 4. For Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania: H. D. Davy,

J. P. Ebersole, and John Wise. 5. For the Wabash Church, In-

diana: Jacob Miller, of Portage, Daniel B. Sturgis, Iliel Hamilton,
and John Bowman. 6. For Bourbon, Indiana: Abraham Whitmcr,
Christian Wenger, David Rupple, and John Nisely. 7. For Sala-

mony Church, Indiana: H. D. Davy, J. P. Ebersole, Jacob Mil-

ler* of Portage, and John Metzger.

Contributions far the brethren in Virginia and Tennessee:
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Bro. Wrightsman, from Tennessee, and Bro. Mumaw, from Vir-

ginia, stated to the meeting that the brethren in those states need

assistance, and that they must suffer unless they get assistance;

whereupon the meeting appointed D. P. Saylor as a receiver to

receive contributions for the relief of said brethren. The meeting

likewise directed him to appropriate the funds now in his hands,

collected for the Oregon mission, to the same purpose. Bro.

Saylers postomce is Double Pipe Creek, Carroll County, Mary-

land. If money is sent by express to him it should be sent to him

in care of the agent of the express company, Frederick City, Mary-

land.

Requests for the Annual Meeting: The Pipe Creek Church,

Maryland, renews its request for the Annual Meeting for 1867.

The meeting closed on Wednesday afternoon with devotional

exercises.

Standing committee, etc.: D. P. Sayler, Maryland; Joseph Ar-

nold, Virginia; Joseph R. Hanawalt and John Wise, Pennsylvania;

Peter Nead and H. D. Davy, Ohio; Jacob Miller and Hiel Hamilton,

Indiana; Ishain Gibsom and John Metzger, Illinois; Frederick P.

Loehr, Michigan; David Brower, Iowa; John Bower, Kansas.

James Quinter, Clerk.

H. D. Davy, Moderator.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1866.

Antictam Church, Franklin County, Pa.

The meeting was organized on Monday morning, after which

the delegates from the churches reported themselves, and it was

ascertained that one hundred and sixty-five churches were repre-

sented by two hundred delegates. The delegates were divided in-

to fifteen sub-committees, and to these the business was committed,

that they might report to the General Council. The General Coun-

cil commenced business on Tuesday morning, after devotional

exercises. The deferred business of last Annual Meeting being

the first business in order before the council, the committee ap-

pointed at that meeting to devise some plan for holding our An-

nual Meetings, which will be more satisfactory to the brother-

hood, was called upon for its report and submitted the following:

Introductory Remarks.

The authority for holding general conference meetings is

founded on the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and
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a strict compliance with the example therein is advisable. By
reference to said Scripture, we learn that the question in dispute,

and upon which the disciples differed, was not referred to a Gen-
eral Council until all efforts had failed to settle it in the church
in which it originated. The following language occurs in the chap-
ter above referred to: 'When, therefore, Paul and Barnabas had
no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined
that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others of them, should go
up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about the question."

Here seems to be authority to send questions upon which the

brethren differ in their judgments to a General Council, and that

the bishops ought to go, and also to have certain others with them.

It is further said: "And being brought on their way by the church,

they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conver-

sion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy unto all the breth-

ren." Here we see that those who were sent were brought on

their way by the church. So should we do; that is, help such to

go that we send. It is said further that "the apostles and elders

came together to consider this matter." Hence we see that the

Council meeting should be for conference only.

The Annual Meeting.

We recommend that the Annual Council be formed by the

delegates sent by the district meetings, and by all the ordained
elders present; that the meeting be held at the place des-

ignated by the council the preceding year, to commence on the

first Tuesday after Whit Sunday, the previous Lord's-day (Whit
Sunday) to be spent as it has hitherto been by the brethren in wor-
ship, at such places in the vicinity in which the meeting is to be
held as shall be desired, and as may be judged most profitable;

that there be no public meeting for worship where the council-

meeting is held, though the meeting should be opened with de-

votional exercises, and the reading of the fifteenth chapter of Acts,
and likewise closed with devotional exercises; that the meeting
still be held alternately, in the east and in the wT est.

The District-Meetings.

We recommend that each state form itself into convenient
district-meetings. These meetings shall be formed by one or two
representatives from each organized church, and we recommend
that each church be represented in the district meeting, either by
representatives or by letter. We think it best to hold those meet-
ings in simplicity, and as much like the common council-meetings
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are held, as possible. A record of the district-meetings may be

kept, but not published. They should endeavor to settle all ques-

tions of a local character. But those of a general character, or

those that concern the brotherhood in general, should be taken

to the Annual Meeting. And all questions that can not be

settled at the district-meetings should be taken to the An-

nual Meeting. In taking questions from the district to

the Annual Meetings, they should be correctly and carefully

formed; and all queries from district-meetings should be accom-

panied with an answer. But in case those meetings cannot agree

upon any questions, then they shall be referred to the standing

committee, and this shall form answers to the questions before

they be read before the General Council. And it is considered very

desirable, and indeed necessary, that in all cases in answering

questions, both in district and Annual Meetings, that some Scrip-

ture authority or reason be given for the decision, though it

should be done as briefly as possible,

No business can come before district meetings until it has

passed through the church in which it originated. It is under-

stood that any member falling upder the counsel of the church,

and being dissatisfied with the decision, may appeal to the Annual

Meeting by presenting a petition, signed by a number of the mem-

bers of the church. Nothing in this arrangement shall be so con-

strued as to prevent any member from presenting himself before

the standing committee of the Annual Meeting, to offer any thing

that can not be brought before it in the manner prescribed, and

the committee shall hear his case and dispose of it according to its

judgment.

The church holding the meeting shall make arrangements to

receive and entertain all the brethren and sisters privately. There

shall be no boarding-tent put up at the place of meeting to enter-

tain and feed a mixed multitude, as heretofore.

All churches shall have the privilege to call on the General

Council-meeting for committees to investigate grievances, and it

shall be its duty to appoint such committees as heretofore.

The Organization of the Annual Meeting.

The bishop and elders of the church holding the Annual

Meeting shall select, from among the bishops present, the stand-

ing committee. Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana,

and Illinois, shall each be entitled to three, if present, and two, if

present, from each of the remaining states in which churches are
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established, and whenever said states shall contain ten bishops
each, they also shall be entitled to three. The standing com-
mittee shall choose its own officers, and these shall be a moderator,
two clerks, and a door-keeper. It shall be the duty of the moder-
ator to keep order among the members of the committee, and
also in the public meeting, fie shall not permit two brethren
to speak at the same time, and he shall decide who is entitled

to the floor. He shall also keep the speakers to the question,
and declare the query passed, after general consent, by silence.

It shall be the duty of the first clerk to keep a faithful record
of all the queries and answers, and prepare them for publication.

It shall be the duty of the second clerk to read distinctly all

papers as often as requested. It shall be the duty of the door-
keeper to take charge of the room in which the committee meet
for business, and he shall allow no intrusion in time of session.

As soon as the standing committee has been named they
shall retire to a private room for organization and the reception
of the queries presented by the delegates from the district meet-
ings (or churches), after which all proper queries shall be read
to the General Council-meeting for adoption or amendment, and
sub-committees be dispensed with.

The proceedings of the Annual Meetings shall be published,
and it is earnestly recommended that all the overseers of churches,
whether ordained or not, have them faithfully read and observed
in their respective charges. And if it be represented to the An-
nual Meeting that this recommendation is disregarded, it shall

be the duty of the standing committee to appoint faithful brethren,
whose duty it shall be to visit said churches, and see that the
minutes are properly read and observed, and to set in order things
that are lacking. The above is unanimously recommended to the

Annual Meeting by the committee.

Signed by the committee: D. P. Sayler, Henry Koontz, of

Maryland; Benjamin Moomaw, of Virginia; David Derick, of

Tennessee; John H. Umstad, John Wise, of Pennsylvania; H. D.
Davy, James Quinter, John Hershey, of Ohio; Jacob Miller, Hiel
Hamilton, of Indiana; Christian Long, John Bowman, of Illinois;

David Brown, of Iowa.

Three members of the committee not being present, John
Bowman, Henry Koontz, and James Quinter, were appointed to

fill their places.

This report being read before the General Council, was adopted
by the following resolution:
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RESOLVED, That we try the committee's report for at least

a sufficient length of tim'e to give it a fair trial.

Article 1. A number of questions being presented upon the

subject of voting, and some asking for a repeal of former minutes,

the following resolution, as an answer to those questions, was

adopted:

RESOLVED, That we think it most expedient not to repeal
any minutes touching voting; that this Annual Meeting recom-
mends to the members of the church to refrain from voting, fear-

ing that by voting we may compromise our non-resistant principles;

but we recommend forbearance toward those who vote, not mak-
ing voting a test of fellowship, hoping that in time they will see

with the body of the brethren upon this subject.

Art. 2. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has frequently

decided against the brethren voting, is it not inconsistent, and

even injurious to the brotherhood, for brethren to write, and

editors to publish, any thing in opposition to those decisions?

Answer: We think that our brethren, who write and print

articles, should be very careful not to promote strife and divisions

in the church, but peace, love, union, and holiness. •

Art. 3. Is it according to the gospel to hold church meet-

ings in secrecy, as we are commanded to take Christ for our

example; and he said: "In secret have I said nothing?" John
18: 20.

Answer: It is according to the gospel, inasmuch as the Savior
only says: "In secret have I said nothing." Consequently this

does not prohibit us from transacting church business in secrecy,
his language not applying to church meetings. In holding church
meetings secretly, we act according to Matt. 18, where the Savior
says: "Tell it unto the church."

Art. 4. If an elder rejects the decisions or counsel of a com-

mittee sent by the Annual Meeting, the majority of the church

sustaining him, what course should be pursued to bring him to

submit?

Answer: We consider it wrong for an elder, with a part of

the church, to reject the decision of a committee sent by the An-
nual Meeting; but in such a case the minority should have the

privilege to apply for the same, or another committee.

Art. 5, If a member receives a certificate of membership,

is he still considered a member of that arm of the church in

which he received the certificate, until he presents it in another

arm? And, if SO, how long can a member hold a certificate, with-

out presenting it, before he loses his membership entirely?
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Answer: We think he is, until he had sufficient time to hand
m his letter, and has willingly neglected to do so. (See Paul to
Philemon.)

Art. 6. Does this Annual Meeting judge it expedient to re-

consider Art. 13, of the minutes of 1840, and Art. 20, of the minutes
of 1865?

Answer: We think it not expedient to do so.

Art. 7. Is it according to the order of the gospel for breth-
ren, being mourners, to keep their hats on in time of funeral
services, at prayer, and preaching, etc.? And should brethren
dress their dead after the fashion of the world?

Answer: We think not; for the apostle says: "It is a shame
for a man to pray or prophesy having his head covered" (1 Cor.
2.); and we think a white shroud becomes our dead the best.

Art. 8, A man was baptized by the brethren, but he after-
ward left the church, with the plea that he never believed there
was a God, and that he joined the church for worldly gain; but
afterward he wishes to join the church, and to be baptized, and
says he now believes in Christ, and lives as becomes a Christian.
Can he be received without being re-baptized?

It was considered best to defer this question to the next
Annual Meeting.

Art. 9. A member is charged with a crime, but before the
case was investigated he removes to a distant country. Is it in

accordance witli the gospel for the church from which he moved
to expel that member without first investigating the case, either

when he is present, or by writing?

Answer: We think that churches should be very careful not
to expel members without giving them an opportunity of defend-
ing themselves; and, as a general rule, we consider 'it improper
to do so; but there may be cases in which the church is justified
in expelling members in their absence.

Art. 10.. Would it be profitable and apostolic to number the
brethren and sisters, and report the numerical strength of the
brotherhood at the next Annual Meeting?

Answer: We consider it not apostolic, inasmuch as the apostles
never gave the exact number of believers. Acts 2: 4-47; 4: 4.

Art. 11. There being a considerable number of persons in

Tennessee, belonging to a body of professing Christians, known
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as the J. A. Bowman Church, he having been at one time in fel-

lowship with the brehren. This body expressed a wish to our

brethren in Tennessee to become united to the brethren, and a

committee of brethren in Tennessee was appointed to confer with

the J. A. Bowman Church relative to a union; but the brethren

in Tennessee preferred to submit the case to the Annual Meeting,

and it appointed the following brethren as a committee to visit

the J. A. Bowman Church to confer with it, and to receive it

into fellowship with us, if judged proper to do so: J. P. Ebersole

and H. D. Davy, of Ohio; John Metzger and C. Long, of Illinois;

Jacob Miller and J. Bowman, of Indiana; J. Wise and D. M.

Holsinger, of Pennsylvania; D. P. Sayler and PL Koontz, of Mary-

land; Daniel Thomas and Solomon Garver, of Virginia.

Art. 12. Can the brethren in Missouri take the oath of loyalty,

as set forth in the new constitution of that state, to get the priv-

ilege to preach the gospel?

Answer: They can not take that oath, if it conflicts with the

principles of the gospel, as the brethren receive those principles,

but we think that a proper construction of the constitution will

not require any compromise of our principles. And we recom-

mend to our brethren in Missouri to ascertain from the proper

officers the true import of the oath, to see whether it does .con-

flict with our Christian principles.

Art. 13. As it is the practice in some congregations to have

the supper on the table at feet-washing, while in others they have

it not on, can not this Annual Meeting bring about a uniformity

urn; iji On.-, subject ,

J

Answer: Though we desire uniformity, yet we would refer

the brethren, at present, to Art. 21, of the Annual Meeting of

1863.

Art. 14. How is it considered if a minister violates his mar-

riage contract, by committing adultery secretly, and continues

the transgression for over one year, and in the meantime seeks

and obtains the ordained elder's place, discharges all the holy

functions of that office, preaching, baptizing, anointing the sick,

solemnizing marriages, and breaking bread; can he ever be re-

ceived again? And, if so, howr long after having been expelled?

Answer: We think he can, as a private member, but not until

the church in which he lives is fully satisfied that his conduct

throughout proves that he has indeed repented. 2 Cor. 2: 6-8.

Art. 15. Is it right for a brother to lease a piece of ground

to an agricultural society, for ten years, for the purpose of hold-
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ing county fairs on? If not, what shall be done with such a

brother?
%

Answer: We consider it not right; and we think he should
give satisfaction to the church; and should he refuse, to do so,

let him be dealt with acording to Matt. 18.

Art. 16. What shall be done in case a husband will not live

with his wife, and she obtains a divorce, and marries another,

and after living with him for several years, she desires admission

into the church, and is received; but some object to her recep-

tion, saying they can not fellowship her; can she be retained

as a member? And, if so, what shall be done with those who re-

fuse to fellowship her?

Answer: We think, under existing circumstances, she can
not be retained as a member. (See Minutes of 1850, Art. 12.)

Art. 17. Is it in accordance with the gospel for ministering

brethren, when traveling, to keep and have published a record

of their travels, telling how many meetings they attended, how
many were converted; who took them from place to place, with

whom they staid over night, besides many little incidents seen by

the way, etc?

Answer: We have no gospel command to do so, but if it is

done it should be to edification, and a too minute detail of partic-

ulars should be avoided, deeming that useless.

Art. 18. Should not brethren, according to the gospel, be

prohibited from selling and circulating books, circulars, etc., at

our Annual Meetings—hymn-books and Bibles excepted?

Answer: We think the gospel does not prohibit US from sell-

ing books comporting with the gospel, and approved by the breth-
ren. But we consider it not consistent to do so on the Sabbath-
day.

Art. 19. A request to reconsider answer to Art. 40, 1865.

It was reconsidered,, but postponed.

Art. 20. Inasmuch as the subject of lightning-rods has been

before the Annual Council, and brethren have only been advised

to bear with one another, which we consider is no decision at

all; for, if right, why not recommend it to all, and, if wrong,

why tolerate it at all?

Answen As we have no command to erect or forbid lightning-

rods, we would not advise brethren to put up such rods, but the
brethren should bear with one another in love in such matters.

inutes of 1851; Art. 7, and of 1856, Art. 25.)
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Art. 21. Inasmuch as the freedmen of the south are in a

starving condition, and also destitute of education and Christianity,

would not this district council-meeting (southern district of Indi-

ana) think it advisable to adopt some plan for their relief, and

present it to our next Annual Conference for their deliberation?

Whereupon it was resolved that this meeting make arrange-
ments to raise funds, and appoint two brethren to go into the

Southern States as soon as the nature of the case will admit of

it, and distribute those funds among the needy, irrespective of

color, and also preach the gospel whenever opportunity may
present itself. (Some further particulars relative to the manner
of raising the funds were given, but are here omitted for want
of room.) It was further concluded to submit the above to the
Annual Meeting, and if not appproved of, it was not to be carried

out. The following is the action of the Annual Meeting upon
the above: We heartily approve of the above, and bid our breth-

ren God speed, and recommend to our brotherhood to imitate

the worthy example of our dear brethren in southern Indiana.

Art. 22. Whose duty is it to perform the annual church visit?

the visiting brethren's duty alone, or is it also a duty enjoined

upon the speakers to help to perform it?

Answer: We consider it is the deacon's duty to perform the

yearly visit, by order of the church, as it belongs to their com-
mission; yet, if speakers see proper to assist them, they can do so.

Art. 23. Inasmuch as there is a difference of opinion among
the brethren in reference to what constitutes a reasonable ex-

cuse for going upon stands or pulpits in meeting-houses of other

denominations, will the brethren in Annual Council give a more

definite answer upon this subject?

Answer: We recommend the brethren* to bear with one an-

other, allowing every brother to keep his conscience clear, as we
have no u thus saith the Lord " for it.

Art. 24. Is it allowed for brethren to travel through the

country selling patent rights, and buying stock for speculators,

being looked at as sharp traders? If not approved of, what shall

be done in such cases?

Answer: This meeting does not approve of brethren doing
so, and if it is done, we recommend the churches having the care

of such who do it, to attend to it.

Art. 25. What do the brethren call fallen members, those

that are in avoidance only, or all of them that are put out of the

church?

Answer: We think that all that are put out of the church

by avoidance, or according to Matt. 18, are so called.
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Art. 26. What shall the church do with a ministering brother

that has promised three times to the church to conform to the
order of the church In point of dress and apparel, and the time
set for him to do so, but the time expires, and he does not make
his promise good, and also influences members against conform-
ing to the rules laid down in the gospel relative to non-con-
formity to the fashion of the world?

Answer: We advise the church having brethren who fail to
comply with their promises, as above stated, to deal with them
according to Matt. 18.

Art. 27. Inasmuch as pride and an Inclination to follow the
fashions of the world are still increasing among us, in wearing
fine apparel, frock and sack coats, dusters, shawls, etc., with the
hair parted off to one side, or shingled and roached, moustaches,
etc.; the sisters also wearing fine apparel, going without caps,

wearing hoops, hats, vails, overcoats, jewelry, etc.; and, as admoni-
tion, in some cases, has not effected any thing, can not this Yearly
Meeting propose some plan by which this growing evil may be
arrested?

Answer: We think members of the church, conforming to
the fashions of the world as above stated, should be admonished
again and again, and if they will not hear the church, the Savior
has given directions in Matt. 18 how to deal with them.

Art. 28. Should not colored members be held equal with
white members in church privileges?

Answer: We refer to minutes of 1835, Art. 1; and 1845, Art.
2; and 1849, Art. 31.

Art. 29. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has decided that
bells on meeting-houses, giving offense, is wrong, does this An-
nual Meeting say that bells on meeting-houses In towns or cities

(though of great advantage) should be taken down, or should
they be regarded as lightning-rods, dinner bells, and like things,

giving like offenses? and if not so regarded, will this Annual
Meeting give gospel grounds for not admitting church bells on
meeting-honses in towns or cities?

Answer: We think it best for brethren to be subject to the
decision of the Annual Meeting, and if reconciliation can not be
made, it would be best to take them down, acording to Romans
14: 15-21, and avoid giving offense.

Art. 30. A young man enlists in the services of the govern-
ment of the United States, and after being in camp a month, de-

serts and returns home secretly, and, with the consent of his
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parents, changes his name to his mother's maiden name, retain*

ing his given name as a middle name. He then goes into another

part of the state and gets married, and becomes a member of the

church under his assumed name. Some six or eight months after-

ward the church gets to hear of this, and when he is asked con-

cerning it, he frankly admits that it was so, and was sorry that

it so happened. What is now the duty of the church in this

case?

Answer: Inasmuch as said brother entered into the marriage
contract under a fictitious name, and also in violation of Romans
13: 1, and has also deceived the church, the duty of said church
would be to make it his duty to have the marriage legalized,

and make good satisfaction for said deception.

Art. 31. Does this meeting approve of a brother who is a

physician to forward his reputation by stating in his bills and

circulars that he is a member of the German Baptist church?

A ti sw e r : We do no t approv e o f it.

Art. 32. Is it agreeable with the gospel for brethren to put

a reward on their horses or other property when stolen, and try

to recover the same?

Answer: Is it not according to Luke 6: 30.

Art. 33. Will the Annual Meeting inform what course to

pursue in the following case: A member is put in avoidance, and

an elder from another state, knowing it, visits, salutes with the

kiss, and eats with the avoided person; and when he is told that

in doing so he has grieved the brethren, he threatens the church

or district-

Answer: We consider that the church aggrieved should select

a committee of three ordained elders, who shall notify the offend-

ing elder of the time and place of meeting, and then investigate

the case, and dispose of it according to their judgment. And we
decide that an elder has no right to disrespect the action of

another church in this manner. If a church should do wrong, it

should be proceeded against in the regular gospel manner.

Art. 34. Is it considered conforming to the world for min-

istering brethren, or others, to have musical instruments, such

as melodeons, pianos, etc., in their houses, and for their children,

who are members of the church, to spend their precious time in

playing on such instruments?

Answer: Considered, that it is tending too much in that di-

rection, the world being largely engaged in it, and we have no

example in the New Testament that it was ever indulged in by
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Christians. Yet, if strictly confined to sacred music, we can not
positively prohibit it, but advise all the beloved members to deny
themselves of this indulgence, believing that it is attended with
dangerous consequences.

Art. 35. Is a single brother eligible to the office of bishop or

deacon? And does Paul mean, when he says to Timothy, " Let

the deacon be the husband of one wife," that he must be a mar*
ried man, or does he mean that he shall have but one wife at a

time? 1 Tim. 3: 12.

Answer: We consider that a single brother can hold the
office of a bishop or deacon, if duly qualified in other respects,
and that married brethren can hold either office, being the husband
of one wife at a time.

Art. 36. What is the proper course for members to pursue
when they hear a slanderous report against a member of the

church, or even persons of the world?

Answer: In all cases we should hear reports with great al-

lowance, and when it is confirmed against a member, it should
be brought before the church through the official body. As to
persons of the world, we should, by no means, circulate slanderous
reports of them,

_
it being, in all eases, calculated to engender

strife and confusion.

Art. 37. Inasmuch as the subject of avoidance, at our last

Annual Meeting, was laid over for a more mature consideration

at this Annual Meeting, we, the brethren assembled at an annual
district council-meeting, petition this conference to make no
change, but let the avoidance be enforced in certain eases.

Considered, the majority of us are not willing to make any
change.

Art. 38. Can a man be received into the church, and hold

his office as assessor?

We think he can not consistently with the gospel. John 18: 36;
Matt. 6: 24.

Art. 39. Is it allowed for brethren, and especially preachers
or deacons, to travel through the country, trafficing in fruit-trees,

and, in their anxiety to sell, use great efforts to sell at extravagant
prices, making it quite a speculative business to themselves and
to their employers?

Answer: We consider it wrong, according to Matt. 7: 12, and
brethren who deal in trees should deal honestly, as they should
in all their dealings.
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Art. 40. How is it considered if a neighboring church still

holds persons as members who joined a secret society, without

calling them to answer for their conduct, the elders knowing such

to be the case? Shall we go to their communion, or invite them

to ours?

Considered not according" to 2 Cor. 6: 14.

Art. 41. Is it according to the gospel for members, or any-

body of members, to pay a stated salary to our ministering breth-

ren, for the support of their families, that they may give them-

selves wholly to their ministerial labors?

Answer: Not wrong to support the ministry, where it is

needed. 1 Tim. 5: 18; Luke 10: 7, But we do not approve of

paying a stated salary.

Art. 42. How is it considered by the brethren in Annual

Council, for sisters, who are in needy circumstances, to avail

themselves of the benefit of an act, passed by the legislature, of

Pennsylvania, granting a gratuity and pension to the soldiers of

the war of 1812, or to their widows?

Considered right for them to receive it.

Art. 43. Would it not be more consistent with the teachings

of the gospel, in receiving disowned members, for the members of

the church to go to the disowned members, and receive them,

than for the disowned members to go around to the members of

the church, and be received by them in that way?

Answer: Inasmuch as we find that the practice laid down in

the minutes, referred to above, has not been a general one hither-

to, and as it seems a union of sentiment can not be effected at

this meeting, we would feel to leave the matter optional with the

churches for the present.

Art. 44. This question refers to the case of the church re-

ceiving a class of persons separated from their former partners in

the marriage contract, and who have married again.

It was concluded to postpone this question to the next An-
nual Meeting.

Art. 45. We ask this Annual Meeting to reconsider Art. 6,

of 1864, and, if not changed, to give a more scriptural reason

why brethren should not serve as jurors.

Answer: We advise our brethren not to serve as jurors when
they can avoid it.

Art. 46. Resolved, that Art. 47, of the minutes of 1865, be

17
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altered to read, "The President of the United States/' instead of
" President Lincoln."

Art. 47. The following resolution was proposed to the An-
nual Meeting, by a district meeting, with a request that it be
adopted:

Resolved, by this Annual Meeting, That the churches through-
out the brotherhood enforce plainness of dress, and a plain man-
ner of wearing the hair and beard, upon the preachers and officers

of the churches. By plainness of dress, we mean the common
order of giving shape to dress, as practiced by the old brethren
and sisters generally, and by plainness of hair we mean the hair

parted on the top of the head, or all combed back in a plain manner,
or combed straight down all around the head, and not having the

hair and beard trimmed according to the custom of the world.

Considered, that this Annual Meeting unanimously adopt this
resolution, according to Rom. 12: 2; 1 Peter 1: 14; 1 John 2: 15, 16;
and that all preachers and officers that follow the fashions of
the world in

_
the foregoing particulars, violate the order of the

gospel by doing so,_ and render themselves liable to be brought
under the counsel of the church.

Art. 48. Requests for committees: 1. For a committee to

visit the White Oak Church, in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
The following brethren are on this committee: Joseph Hanawalt,
Moses Miller, Isaac Meyers, Daniel Keller, and Andrew Miller.

2. For a committee to visit the Swatara Church, Lebanon County,
Pennsylvania. David Gerlach, Moses Miller, Andrew Miller and
Daniel Keller. 3. For a committee to visit the Antietam Church,
Franklin County, Pennsylvania. H. D. Davy, John P. Ebcrsole,

John Wise, John M. Holsinger, and John G. Gloek.

In response to a petition from the brethren in Virginia, for

pecuniary help for Pro. Peter Crumpacker, an elder in the church,
who lost three thousand dollars in getting his brethren out of
prison, and by being robbed by the rebels, this Annual Meeting
recommends to all the churches in the north to assist liberally

this worthy brother to bear his loss which he, through love to

his brethren, sustains, And we apppoint Pro. Benjamin Moomaw
the receiver, to receive the funds collected. His express office is

Bonsacks, Roanoke County, Virginia, and his post-office is the
same.

Bro. William C. Thurman appearing at the meeting, and giv-

ing satisfaction to the brethren, was restored to his office as a

minister. The following was submitted to him, and he accepted
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it by signing it: "He shall consent to give and take counsel, and

to teach and obey the gospel, omitting to mention, in preaching

on the doctrine of feet-washing among the brethren, and every-

where else, that the one who washes should wipe. His course shall

be referred to the Annual Council, if any objections whatever are-

urged against him. He shall go to Virginia, where he was chosen

to the ministry, and be installed in his office, according to the

order of the church, and be subject to the church,
U W. C. Thurman."

It was considered advisable that the several states make pro-

vision to bear the expenses of the committee appointed to go to

Tennessee. Each state will provide for the brethren who go from

it.

There was a request made by the district meeting of northern

Indiana, for the Annual Meeting of 1868.

The reeiuest from the Pipe Creek Church, for the meeting
in 1867, was renewed; and the next Annual Meeting will be, the

Lord willing, with the Pipe Creek Church, Carroll County, Mary-
land. Brethren going there are recommended to go to Baltimore

City, then take the Western Maryland Railroad for Linwood Sta-

tion, it being one mile and a half from the place of meeting.

Brethren having occasion to write for information, will address

Philip Boyle, New Windsor, Maryland, or David Miller, Frizzle-

burg, Maryland.

Standing Committe: Daniel Keller, John Wise, of Pennsyl-

vania; H. D. Davy, J. P. Ebersole, of Ohio; Christian Keefer,

Henry Koontz, of Maryland; John Wine, Daniel Thomas, of

Virginia; Jacob Miller, J. Knisely, of Indiana; C. Long, S. Garber,

of Illinois; D. Derrich, of Tennessee.

H. D. Davy, Moderator.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1867.

Pipe Creek, Mel.

After the devotional exercises on Tuesday morning, the stand-

ing committee was appointed, and the fifteenth chapter of the

Acts of the Apostles was read.

The following brethren were named as the committee: Joseph
Riser, H. D. Davy, and James Quinter, of- Ohio; David Miller,

Jacob Metzger, and Jesse Myers, of Indiana; Christian Long and

John Fitz, of Illinois; Peter Long, Andrew Miller, and John Hoi-
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singer, of Pennsylvania; Peter Crumpacker, Daniel Thomas, and
John Wine, of Virginia; David Rittenhouse and John Murray, of

Iowa; F. P. Loehr, of Michigan; Henry Koontz, Isaac Pfoutz
and D. P. Sayler, of Maryland.

The meeting was then organized by appointing H. D. Davy,
moderator, J. Ouinter, first clerk, D. P. Sayler, second clerk, and

John Weybright, door-keeper.

After the organization the following delegates reported them-
selves to the standing committee: 1. Southern district of Ohio,

Joseph Riser, Abraham Flory. 2. Northwestern district of Ohio,

J. P. Ebersole, Joseph Kauffman, 3. Eastern district of Ohio, H.
D. Davy, Jacob Garver. 4. Southern district of Indiana, Hiel

Hamilton. 5. Middle district of Indiana, Jacob Metzger, Jesse

Myers. 6. Northern district of Indiana, D. Miller, F. P. Loehr.

7. Southern district of Illinois, I. Gibson, J. Fitz. 8. Northern
district of Illinois, C. Long, J. W. Price. 9. Eastern district of

Pennsylvania, D. Gerlach, William Hertzler. 10. Middle district

of Pennsylvania, D. M. Llolsinger, D. Bosserman. 11. Western
district of Pennsylvania, John Wise, Ephraim Cober. 12. First

district of Virginia, Abraham NefT, P. Nininger, B. F. Moomaw,
13. Second district of Virginia, J. Wine, D. Thomas. 14. Third
district of Virginia, M. Cosner. 15. District of Iowa, David Ritten-

house, John Murray. 16. District of western Maryland, David
Long, E, Slifer. 17. District of eastern Maryland, Philip Boyle,

D. P. Sayler. 18. District of Tennessee, P. Wrightsnian, J. B.

Pence.

Article 1. The district of southern Ohio respectfully requests

the Annual Meeting to give some more definite direction than we
now have for dealing with a church that is altogether out of the

order of the gospel.

Answer: We think that the direction for meeting such cases
as alluded to above, is contained in the minutes of last Annual
Meeting, and if that direction is understood and carried out,
nothing further is necessary.

Art. 2. Would it not be well to have the same questions asked

throughout the brotherhood, on our annual visits? *

Answer: We think it would, and the following form of ques-
tions is given: 1. Are you still in the faith of the gospel, as you
declared in your baptism? 2. Are you, as far as you know, in

peace and union with the church? 3. Will you still labor with
the brethren for an increase of holiness, both in yourself and
Others? 4. Liberty should be given to members to bring any thing
they may desire to, and that they may think the good of the
church requires, before the visiting brethren.
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Art. 3. What is the order of the brethren when members

have become entirely dependent upon the church? Have they the

privilege of moving from one branch of the church to another

without the consent of the church into which they propose to

move?

Answer: The church into which such members propose to

move should first be counseled before, they move, and if this is

not complied with, the charges should be paid by the church from
which they moved.

Art. 4, A request to change the word enforce, in Art. 47

of 1866, to advise.

Answer: We consider it not best to change the word in the

connection in which it stands, as it applies to the officers of the

church, for whom it was designed.

Art. 5. Is it according to the gospel for brethren to act as

administrators or executors, in the capacity that the law requires?

And if it is, has the church a right to require such to absent

themselves from the communion? The Annual Meeting is also re-

quested to reconcile Art. 24, of 1864, with Art. 2, of 1821.
.

Answer: We consider it not advisable for brethren to act in

the capacity of administrators or executors, as it is attended with

much difficulty. And, as it regards reconciling the two articles

above named, there is not really as much difference as at first ap-

pears, since in Art. 2, 1821, permission is granted to the brethren

to serve in the capacity alluded to, under certain circumstances.

Art. 6. Ts it in accordance with the gospel for a brother to

refuse paying his just debts, declaring his wife to be the lawful

owner of all his property?

Answer: We consider it unjust for a brother to do so, and
that such conduct should not be tolerated.

Art. 7. Is it consistent with the gospel for members of the

church to have their profiles or miniatures taken; and, if incon-

sistent, how shall the church deal with such members who do so?

Answer: As the brethren, in Annual Council in former years,

decided it to be wrong, or inconsistent, for members to have their

profiles or miniatures taken, we advise them not to do SO.

Art. 8. When there are two places of meeting in a con-

gregation, the elder attending at one place, and two other min-

istering brethren at the other, is it according to the gospel for a

minister in the second degree to authorize a brother in the first

degree to baptize, after counseling the members present, m the

absence of the elder or bishop?
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Answer: We unanimously consider it consistent and valid,

when authorized by a minister in the second degree and the mem-
bers present.

Art. 9. If a member of a certain church is put in avoidance,

how should members of those churches that can not see that

avoidance is necessary hold such that are put in avoidance?

Answer: The adjoining churches, and members of adjoining
churches, are to hold them as such, and also avoid all speaking
against avoidance to the avoided one.

Art. 10. Can we not get a more scriptural plan to elect

church officers?

Answer: We consider it best to defer this query for further
consideration.

Art. 11. Would it not be better for all the churches to have
one mode for holding the Lord's Supper?

Answer: We think it would be better, and hope the time will
come when there will be a unanimity of practice among the breth-
ren upon this subject, and we recommend all the brethren to pray
and labor for this.

Art. 12. Inasmuch as it seems to have been the practice of

the apostles, in setting a member apart for any special duty in

the church, to do so by prayer and laying on of hands, would it

not be more in accordance with the gospel to establish visiting

brethren and speakers in their offices by prayer and laying on
of hands, according to Acts 6: 6, and 13: 3?

Answer: Inasmuch as it does not appear plainly to all the
brethren that it was always the practice of the apostles to lay
hands on those appointed to any special duty, we therefore think
it best to make no change at present in the order of installing
speakers and deacons in their offices.

Art. 13. Inasmuch as the church of the brethren has always
endeavored to maintain the principle of temperance, will the

brethren composing this Annual Meeting admit that members
may join a temperance society, in the present form such societies

take, outside of the church?

Answer: As our brotherhood has, again and again, taken de-
cided ground against intoxicating" drinks as a beverage, and recom-
mended to the brethren to abstain from their use as such, we see-

no necessity of joining ourselves to any other organization; and,
therefore, we cannot allow brethren the privilege of doing so, but
renew our solemn protestation against the use of intoxicating
drinks as a beverage, and consider it the duty of every member
of the church to use his influence against them.
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Art. 14. Is it expedient for brethren to put a reward on their

property, when stolen, and try to recover the same?

Answer: We consider the Scripture to be satisfactory in the
above case, without human expediency. Luke 6: 30.

Art. 15. Would not the following be a better way for or-

ganizing the Annual Meeting than that which is now practiced?

Let each district council select one ordained elder as a member
of the standing committee of the Annual Meeting, and should any

vacancy or vacancies occur, the elders of the church holding the

Annual Meeting shall supply the same from among the ordained

elders present at the meeting.

Answer; We think it best to lay this question over until next
year, with the understanding that the brethren where the next
Annual Meeting will be held be instructed to select the standing
committee, as much as practicable, according to the foregoing plan.

Art. 16. Does the fornication committed, as in Matt. 19: 9,

place the parties in such a position that they can never be
reconciled to each other and live together again?

Answer: The guilty party giving evidence of true repentance,
they may be reconciled. (See 1 Cor. 7: 11; 2 Cor. 2: 6, 7.)

Art. 17. We desire this Annual Meeting to consider Art. 18,

of the minutes of 1856, and give us the scriptural rule to govern
such cases.

Answer: If the cause of separation be malice and ill-will,

they can not be retained in the church, according to Heb. 12: 14, 15.

Art. 18. Do the Scriptures teach that it is committing adultery

to marry a person who is divorced, while the first partner is

living?

Answer: They do. (See Luke 16: 18.)

Art. 19. In the minutes of the Annual Meeting of 1866, page

2, it is said that
li any member falling under the counsel of the

church, and being dissatisfied with the decision, may appeal to

the Annual Meeting, by presenting a petition, signed by a number
of the members of the church." Would it not be better to re-

consider this clause or paragraph, and put it back to the decision

of the Annual Meeting of 1849, Art. 26?

Answer: We think it not advisable to repeal the paragraph,
but that we add what was intended, namely, this: The Annual
Meeting shall hear their petition, through the standing com-
mittee, and if they deem their claim just, they shall grant them
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a committee, who shall examine the case, and their decision shall

be final.

Art. 20. If a brother wrongs a neighbor, who is not a mem-
ber of the church, by not fulfilling- his promise, so that his neigh-

bor suffers damage; and the church, taking the matter into con-

sideration, expels the brother for doing this and Other crimes.

Now, we wish to know whether the church has the right to re-

ceive that brother into the church again before he has made
restitution. If it is wrong for a church to do so, what is to be

done? What is to be done with a church that has done so?

Answer: The proceedings are wrong; and unless the church
requires the brother to make restitution, the church shall make
restitution.

Art. 21. Who are the proper persons to perform the duty of

anointing the sick? James 5: 14, 15.

Answer: We think the minutes of former Annual Meetings
give a satisfactory answer to this query.

Art. 22. Has Bro. E. Heyser a right, being a ministering broth-

er, to receive pay from the government for teaching school in the

South, under the employment and protection of the Freedmen's

Bureau?

Answer: Inasmuch as Bro. Heyser is employed by the govern-
ment in teaching school, and not in preaching the gospel, we can
see no impropriety in the government paying him for teaching.

Art. 23. Do not the Scriptures enjoin fasting, in connection

with prayer, as a frequent service? and will not this meeting

recommend it, as a means of promoting a higher degree of per-

fection and holiness?

Answer, We think that according to the Scripture fasting,

in connection with prayer, is attended with great advantages to

those who observe it, and we earnestly exhort the brethren not
to neglect this duty and privilege, as a private institution (Acts
10: 30); and that in important cases it should be enjoined upon
the members as a means of sanctification and qualification for
important duties. Acts 13: 1-3.

Art. 24. What is the established usage of the church in the

use of the civil law in collecting debts, etc.? Is it altogether for-

bidden? If not, what is the extent of the privilege? If it is,

can it be allowed for members, and especially ministers, to ad-

vise persons to sue, and publish a notice to their creditors that

if -their bonds are not paid when due they will be coerced by taw?

Answer: We consider it is contrary to the gospel, as under-
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stood by the brethren, to use the civil law in collecting debts, or

in any other case where, it would involve strife or litigation. Friend-

ly suits are admitted, when the case is decided to be such by the

council of the .church. But to advise others to sue, or to publish

that we will sue, is inconsistent with our principles, and would
subject a brother to the judgment: of the church, according to

the* gospel. (See Matt. 5: 40; Luke 6: 29.)

Art, 25. Can brethren be allowed to officiate in reconstruct-

ing the government, in holding elections, and participating in con-

ventions?

Answer: We consider it contrary to the gospel, as under-

stood by the brethren, to act officially in any government matter

whatever. Luke 16: 13.

Art. 26. What is to be done with the housekeeper in an

arm of the church, who neglects to examine the applicant for

baptism, as laid down in the minutes of 1848, and republished in

the minutes of 1858?

Answer: We think the ciders of the adjoining churches should

visit the housekeeper, and admonish him to proceed according

to the order of the brethren, as laid down in the minutes.

Art. 27. Inasmuch as there are some members who are dis-

satisfied with the present manner of washing feet, and think that

the one that washes should also wipe, can not the Annual Meet-

ing grant a change, and bear with those that wish to practice as

they understand it?

the p
ren.

Answer: We consider it not advisable to make any change in

practice of feet-washing as heretofore practiced by the breth-

Art. 28. Would it not be more consistent with all other rules

and orders of the brethren to elect elders by votes in all cases?

Answer: We consider it best to make no change in the general

manner of appointing elders, but we think cases may occur when
the church, acting in concert with the elders who visit a church

to ordain an elder, may take the voice of the church in which the

ordination is to take place, to know which of the ministering

brethren in the church desires to be ordained.

Art. 29. Is it consistent with the gospel to apply the term

reverend to ministers of other denominations, or to our own breth-

ren, either in speaking or writing?

Answer: We consider it not right to do so, since it is ap-

plied in' the Bible alone to God.

Art. 30. Should not our church adopt some general plan
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for the spread of the gospel, as the duty is enjoined upon her

by the Savior himself? And does not an efficient plan imply some.

pecuniary provision?

Answer: This Annual Meeting hails the desire to have the
gospel spread, and which is growing among the brethren as a
favorable indication, and it would encourage this and recommend
to the several states to take such measures as a prayerful con-
sideration of the subject would suggest, to engage in this good
work; and it would also recommend that such plans be adopted as
would suggest themselves by such consideration, since no one plan
can now be united upon, hoping that, as the work progresses,
and as further light is elicited by reflection, observation, and ex-
perience, a greater and more efficient system may be adopted.
In the meantime, let whatever is done be done according to the
spirit and word of the gospel, as work done in any other way
will not be approved by the Lord.

Art. 31. Should not the Annual Meeting adopt some definite

rule with regard to the action of special committees asked for

by any branch of the church, to settle matters that could not be

settled otherwise?

Answer: Whereas, it is the privilege of any branch of the
church, or member, to have a committee when "asked for, such
committee should have full power to dispose of any case sub-
mitted to it, provided the usual methods have been resorted to
previously; and when settled by such committee, the decision shall
be final. Acts 15: 22. (The five following articles were deferred
to the next Annual Meeting, and will be acted upon as the first

business of said meeting. The first four are answered by the
district-meeting from which they came, and have only the authority
of the district-meeting, and the answers are subject to any change
the Annual Meeting may make, before they have the authority
of the Annual Meeting. To the fifth or last question no answer
was given by the district-meeting from which it came. The An-
nual Meeting directed these articles to be put on the minutes.)

Art. 32. Do the words of the Savior, "Except for forni-

cation," as they stand connected with his other language, in the

ninth verse of the nineteenth chapter of Matthew, annul the mar-
riage covenant or contract, or do they only suspend it until fruits

worthy of repentance are manifested on the part of the trans-

gressor—to the satisfaction of the church?

Considered by this meeting that the words in question do
annul the marriage contract. Referred.

Art. 33. Art. 40, on the minutes of the Yearly Meeting for

1865, being in relation to raising money by taxation.

Considered by this district-meeting that the article should
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be reconsidered by the Yearly Meeting, inasmuch as this district-

meeting concluded that it is not contrary to the gospel to raise

funds by taxation, provided all the members in the same church
are agreed to do so; but a noncompliance should not be a test

of fellowship. Referred.

Art. 34. Art. 8, as it stands on the minutes of the Yearly

Meeting for 1866, relates to a brother who had expressed a de-

sire to be re-baptized.

Considered by this district-meeting that the case be referred
to the church in which it exists, and the brethren there be au-
thorized by the Yearly Meeting to proceed as the nature of the
case may require. Referred.

Art. 35. Is it considered expedient for brethren to join de-

bating schools or lyceums?

Considered by this meeting that it is not expedient for breth-
ren to do so. Referred.

Art. 36. A man, having a wife, and she leaves him and takes

up with several other men, one of whom is compelled by law

to marry her; and some time after this the first mentioned man
marries a single woman, and this woman made application to be

received into the church, and the circumstances, as given above,

not being known by the church, she wras baptized; and then her

husband also made application to be received. We desire the

judgment of the Annual Meeting, whether this woman can be

retained in the church, and whether her husband can be received?

The following committees were apppointed by the meeting

by request: 1. A committee to visit the Paint Creek and White
Oak churches in southern Ohio. The following brethren were ap-

pointed: H. D. Davy, J. P. Ebersole, John Hershey, John Frantz,

Peter Nead, and James Quinter. 2. For Cherry Grove, Carroll

County, Illinois, Samuel Gerber, Michael Sisler, and Martin Myers.

3. For the Brush Creek Church, Maryland, David Long, David

Bosserman, and Henry Koontz. 4. For the Ridge Church, Cumber-

land County, Pennsylvania, Moses Miller, D. Bosserman, J. G.

Clock, Joseph Hanawalt, and Andrew Miller. 5. For New Hope
Church, Augusta County, Virginia, Daniel Thomas, Jacob Miller,

and Isaac Long. 6. For Otter Creek Church, Macoupin County,

Illinois, J. R. Gish, John Fitz, Jacob Negley.

A request from the brethren in Elkhart County, Indiana, for

the Annual Meeting in 1868, was made and granted. Accordingly,

the Lord willing, the next Annual Meeting will be with the breth-

ren above named.
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After a season of devotional exercises the meeting adjourned.

J. Quinter, D. P. Sayler, Clerks.

H. D. Davy, Moderator.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1868.

Elkhart County, Incl.

On Tuesday morning, the 2d of June, an unusually large num-
ber of brethren being present, after the devotional exercises, the

following brethren were announced as forming the standing com-
mittee: John P. Ebersole, Daniel Miller, Henry D. Davy, James
Quinter, B, F. Moomaw, Daniel Thomas, Jacob Wine, D. P.

Sayler, Isaac Pfoutz, David Long, Conrod J. Lint, Daniel M.
Holsinger, Joseph Rohrer, David Bechtelheimer, Jacob Miller,

Daniel Bowman, F. P. Loehr, Christian Long, John Metzger,
Samuel Lehman, John Wise, Jacob Brower, Abraham Replogle,

and Henry Brubaker. Bro. H. Kurtz and Peter Nead were invited

to be present with the standing committee. The meeting was then
regularly organized by appointing H. D. Davy, moderator, James
Quinter, first-clerk, D. P. Sayler, second clerk, and Jacob Miller,

door-keeper. It was then ascertained that the following state

districts were represented: Virginia, district No. 1, No. 2, and
No. 3; Maryland, the eastern and western district; Pennsylvania,

the eastern, the middle, and the western district; Ohio, the north-

western, the southern, and the eastern; Indiana, the southern, the

middle, and the northern district; Michigan; Illinois, the northern
and the southern district; Iowa, Tennessee, Wisconsin, and Kansas.
The delegates then, as they were called, presented their papers,

and the following articles were found to constitute the business

before the meeting. These were prayerfully considered and an-

swered as the Scripture, reason, and experience seemed to re-

quire. (The first five articles acted upon were referred from the
last meeting to the present,)

Article 1. Do the words of the Savior, u Except for forni-

cation," as they stand connected with his other language, in the

ninth verse of the nineteenth chapter of Matthew, annul the mar-
riage covenant or contract, or do they only suspend it until fruits

worthy of repentance are manifested on the part of the trans-

gressor— to the satisfaction of the church? Considered, by this

meeting that the words in question do annul the marriage contract.

Answer: We postpone this question indefinitely, but advise
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the churches to proceed cautiously when they have cases of this

character to act upon.

Art. 2. The second query asked for a reconsideration of

Art. 40, of 1865, being in relation to raising money by taxation.

Answer: Though it may not be contrary to the gospel to

raise funds by taxation, yet we think it is not expedient to do_ so.

But we do believe that brethren should, in all_ their contribu-

tions to promote benevolent or charitable causes in the church of

Christ, contribute, as a general gospel rule, according to what

God has blessed them with.

Art. 3. This query refers to Art. 8, of 1866, and relates to a

brother who wished to be re-baptized.

Answer: Inasmuch as we arc informed that the case to

which this article refers was disposed of in the church _ in which it

occurred, we think it best to give it no further consideration at

present.

Art. 4. Ts it considered expedient for brethren to join de-

bating schools or lyceums?

Answer: We think it not expedient for brethren to do so.

Art. 5. A man, having a wife, and she leaves him and takes

up with several other men, one of whom is compelled by law to

marry her; and some time after this the first-mentioned man mar-

ries a single woman, and this woman made application to be re-

ceived into the church, and the circumstances, as given above, not

being known by the church, she was baptized; and then her

husband also made application to be received. We desire the

judgment of the Annual Meeting, whether this woman can be

retained in the church, and whether her husband can be received.

Answer: We refer this question back to the church in which

it originated.

Art. 6. Would it not be better, and more in accordance with

the sentiments of a majority of the brethren, to change our present

manner of appointing the standing committee of our Annual

Meeting, so that each district-meeting elect some one of the

bishops within the district to constitute one of said committee?

And would it not also be better to give the committee liberty,

after it has elected its moderator, to elect its clerks and other

officers from the body of the members present, rather than con-

fine it in its choice to its own members?

Answer: We think it would be better so to do.

Art. 7. In choosing a brother to the ministry, would it not
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be nearer to the spirit of the gospel to cast lots for one among
those having received votes, than the way we have been proceed-

ing heretofore?

Answer: We judge it best to make no change at present in
electing our church officers.

Art. 8. Ts it in accordance with the gospel to restrict a brother

from preaching that which a branch of the body is permitted to

preach and practice, and which is represented at the Annual Meet-
ing from year to year, and is acknowledged as being in full fel-

lowship with the church?

Answer: In restricting a brother in his liberty of preaching
the gospel, we must not be governed by what any branch of the
church may preach or practice, but we must be governed by what
a brother preaches, and by the manner in which he preaches. The
apostolic precept, M Let all things be done unto edification," is

a rule to be observed in preaching as in every thing else.

Art. 9. When ministers of other denominations join the

brethren, can they be received as ministers in any other way but

in the regular order of the church?

Answer: We deem it not prudent to receive them in any
other way.

Art. 10. Inasmuch as the questions whether the same member
that washes feet should not also wipe, came up again at our
district-meeting, we request the Annual Meeting, and the brother-

hood throughout, to take this subject into serious consideration.

Answer: We think it well to comply with the foregoing re-

quest, and also to appoint a committee to visit those churches
in which to practice the ordinance of feet-washing differently
to the general order of the brotherhood.

Art. 11. Inasmuch as in some of the churches, or districts,

the visiting brethren (deacons) are permitted to rise up in meet-

ing to exhort, and even to preach, while in other churches, or

districts, they are taught not to rise, but to bear testimony to the

truth and to exhort while sitting, and are not allowed to rise for

that purpose. As the Yearly Meeting of 1835 has defined the

duties in Art. 4, it is agreed to refer this subject to the Annual
Council for reconsideration.

Answer: We think it best to make no change from the pres-
ent order.

Art. 12. What is to be done with a person who makes ap-

plication to come into the church, confessing that he has truly

repented, received faith in Christ, and upon that faith has been
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baptized by a trine immersion for the remission of his sins by
another denomination?

Answer: We think it best to make no change in reference
to the subject alluded to in the article, from the present order
of the brethren. (See Minutes of 1848, Art. 5.)

Art. 13. Would it not promote the profit and edification of

the annual visit to the members of the churches to have a season

of devotion, consisting of prayer and such other exercises as

tli os e who make the visit may feel at liberty to perform, in each

family, when the circumstances will admit of it?

Answer: We think it would promote the edification of the
members of the church to do so, and that when convenient it

ought to be done.

Art. 14. As the Annual Meeting has given the liberty to

hold Sabbath-schools, it is particularly requested that this An-
nual Meeting give a full and definite answer to the last question

in Art. 1, minutes of 1862, that there may be a uniformity of

practice among the brethren who hold, or who wish to hold,

Sabbath-schools.

Answer: We advise that, where the nature of the case will

admit of it, for brethren to hold Sabbath-schools, and such schools
should be opened by singing and prayer, and closed by singing
or by prayer, as it may be thought proper, and they should be
superintended by brethren. And we advise the brethren to be
very careful in introducing books, to introduc none that inculcate
doctrines contrary to the gospel. And we further advise that
brethren avoid taking; part in or encouraging the Sabbath- school
celebrations, common in the world.

Art. 15. Can there not be a more scriptural answer on the

article of going on stands to preach, than that passed in our An-
nual Meeting in 1866, Art. 23?

Answer: We can give no better answer to it than that already
given in the minutes of 1866, Art. 23.

Art. 16. How is it considered for brethren to open their

doors, or give consent that fallen teachers shouhj preach in their

houses, or to attend their meetings, etc.?

Answer: We consider it wrong to open our houses for such
to preach in, to attend their meetings, or to do any thing whatever
to encourage them to preach.

Art. 17. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has decided that

brethren may engage in merchandizing, with no other restriction

than that they are not to sell intoxicating liquors should any other

restrictions be added, and if so, what are they?
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Answer: We think It best to refer this question back to the
district-meeting; from which it came.

Art. 18. Whereas, there is a difficulty in introducing the new
hymn-book among the brethren where the German language is

yet used, as there are none that contain both English and German
hymns, would it not therefore be advisable to revise the German
hymn-book, and make a small collection of the choicest German
hymns, and combine them with the English book, and thus have
some books containing- both English and German hymns, to meet
the wants of our German members and avoid the necessity of

having more than one book in the church?

Answer: We consider it advisable to do so, and appoint the
following brethren as a committee to select a number of German
hymns, not exceeding two hundred, to be added to as many of the
English books as it is necessary to supply the wants of the German
brethren: Paul Wetzel, Henry Kurtz, F. P. Loehr, and D. M.
Holsinger.

Art. 19. As there are some members who do not heed to

the admonition given by the Annual Meeting of 1866, Art 27,

will this meeting come to some plan that all the churches will

carry out said admonition?

Answer: Considered the duty of each church to heed the
instructions of the Annual Meeting) in any one or all of the
different cases therein named.

Art. 20. Will this meeting consider the query of the Annual
Meeting of 1866, Art. 47, allowing brethren three certain modes
of wearing their hair? And, if approved of, we wish this meeting
to give gospel for the same.

Answer:. Considered, that in absence of direct Scripture, it

is well for the younger to be subject to the older.

Art. 21. Our Annual Meeting has, on different occasions, de-

cided in favor of adopting some plan for a more extensive spread
of the gospel; we, therefore, request this meeting to adopt the

plan of the Annual Meeting of 1858, Art. 58, or some other one.

Answer: This meeting adopts the report presented to the
Annual Meeting of 1860. The following is the report referred
to: The committee appointed at the Annual Meeting in 1859,
Art. 28, to propose some plan to the present meeting, by which
the brotherhood in general may take some part in the good work
of the Lord, in preaching the gospel more generally, reports as
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follows: Whereas, the preaching of the gospel to every creature
is a command of Christ, since he said to his disciples,

l Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature ' (Mark
16: 15), and, therefore, a duty enjoined upon all his disciples,
hence it needs no argument in its defense. The only point to
be considered, is: How shall it be done? Now, St. Paul says:
'Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges?' (1 Cor.
9: 7); and as the Lord Jesus gave every man his work, as well
as his servants authority (Mark 13: 34): 'For the Son' of Man
is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave
authority to his servants, and to every man his work,' it is, there-
fore, evident that he did not mean that his ministering servants
should be burdened with the duty of preaching his word, and
also bearing the expenses incurred in traveling from place to
place, while all the members of the body remain idle. The com-
mittee understands the Lord Jesus to mean that the church, his
body on earth (1 Cor. 12: 27), shall, unitedly, preach his gospel
in all the world, by the ministry, through the Holy Ghost; and.
therefore, the church should pray the Lord of the harvest to send
forth laborers; for so Jesus commanded his disciples, saying:
The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; pray

ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth
laborers into his harvest/ Matt. 9: 37, 38. And it appears from
the following account, in Acts 13: 2, 3, that this was the prac-
tice of the apostolic church: ' As they ministered to the Lord,
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul
for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had
fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them
away.' And, in view of the above considerations, the committee

-

offers the following advice: That the churches of the brother-
hood form themselves into districts, the brethren in those dis-
tricts to meet, as often as they may judge it necessary, to trans-
act their business; that each of said districts have its treasury,
and each one of the, churches which form said districts have its
treasury, the former to be supplied out of the latter, and the lat-
ter to be supplied by weekly contributions, as directed by the
Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 16: 2), 'Upon the first day of the week,
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God has prospered
him, that there be no gathering when I come,' a plan for raising
pecuniary funds, of divine appointment, and is one which commends
itself

_
to our acceptance, both from its authority and excellency.

And in order that the funds collected may be the most judiciously,
satisfactorily, and economically applied, we advise that each sub-
district or church appoint at least one delegate to attend the gen-
eral district-meetings, and that these meetings so dispose of' the
funds collected as they shall judge most conducive to the glory of
God and the salvation of souls. And in order to preserve a prop-
er harmony between all the congregations of the brotherhood,
we further advise that each general district-meeting send a del-
egate to the Annual Meeting, and, by the delegate, a report of
its proceedings, that all such proceedings may be in harmony
with the regulations, as made by the brethren assembled in An-
nual Council, and subject to the inspection and control of that
body. And in case any demands of a general character for evan-

18
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gelists are made, sufficiently so to require the action of the Annual
Meeting, then, in that case, the funds needed to defray the ex-
penses of said evangelists shall be drawn from the treasuries of
the several districts. And, as the conviction of mind seems to
be general among the brethren, that greater exertion should be
made by the brotherhood to have the gospel preached in every
place, the committee would remind the ministry that the foregoing
plan is by no means designed to supersede the labors of our min-
isters in their individual capacities. But we recommend to all our
preachers to labor as they have been accustomed to do, without
money and without price, as far as their circumstances will per-
mit them to do so, showing, as they have hitherto done in a re-
markable degree, the Christian grace of self-denial—a grace which
shone brightly in the life of our divine Master, and which occupies
a prominent place in his teaching. We further recommend to all

our preachers to submit the above plan to their congregations,
hoping that it will meet with their acceptance. All of which is

respectfully submitted by the committee: D. P. Sayler, John Kline,
John Metzger, James Quinter."

Art. 22. Is it in accordance with the order of the brethren for

the standing committee of the Annual Meeting to appoint elders

to preside over a district, without the knowledge or consent of

said district?

Answer: We think the standing committee has a right, under
certain circumstances, to do so.

Art. 23. Is it consistent with the gospel, and the order of

the brethren, for our ministers to teach, at our love-feasts, that

members are justifiable in absenting themselves from the com-
munion, after they have had their feet washed and partaken of

the Lord's Supper? If this is not rig lit, what should be done
with members who will do so without giving any reason?

Answer: It is wrong to do as intimated above, and more
wrong still to teach it, and it should be neither taught nor done.

Art. 24. Would it not be more in accordance with the exam-
ple of Christ and his disciples, when the administrator is bless-

ing the bread and wine in the communion for all the members
to keep their seats?

Answer: Inasmuch as it is not said that Christ did not rise
to his feet, and as it has been the order of the brethren to rise
when we give thanks, we think it best to make no change.

Art. 25. Shall district-meetings be held openly before the

world, or before the church only? ^

Answer: We think it best to hold our district-meetings as
private meetings, but not so much so as to exclude any persons
friendly to the brethren.
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Art. 26. Can brethren, who do not possess the qualifications
for deacons, required by the Apostle Paul to Timothy (1 Tim
3), hold that office?

Answer: We think they can not. '

The following committees were appointed by the standing
committee: 1. For Marshall County, Indiana, Yellow River
Church, Jacob Miller, of Portage, Jacob Berkev, and David Bech-
telheimer. 2. For Tippecanoe Church, Indiana, Abraham Air-
baugh, David Miller, Jacob Miller, Jacob Flory, Jacob Berkey,
and F. P. Loehr. 3. The same committee will go to Eel River
congregation, Indiana. 4. For Cedar Creek congregation, DeKalb
County, Indiana, Daniel Brower, Allen County, Ohio, Jacob Wag-
ner, Joseph McCarty, and John Brown. 5. For Macoupin County
T11 *nolS

' John Metzger, Christian Long, Henry Davy, Joseph Henol-
n<

:

ks
>
and Samuel Lehman. 6. For Marshall County, Iowa, John

Wise, Samuel Gerber, George Baker, and Elias K. Beeghly. 7.
For Philadelphia and Germantown, D. P. Sayler, H. D Davy
James Quinter, Daniel Thomas, and Moses Miller.

'

8. For Salam-
ony Church, Indiana, H. D. Davy, Daniel Brower, John P. Eber-
sble, John Metzger, and Jacob Berkey. 9. A committee to Som-
erset County, Pennsylvania, Tobias Blouch, Abraham Stutzman
and D. M. Holsmger. 10. A committee to the Rock Run and Elk-
hart churches, Indiana, H. D. Davy, Daniel Miller, T P. Ebersole
John Metzger, and Michael Shotz. 11. To the Newton Church
Miami County, Ohio, Nathan Heywood, George Holler Joseph
Resor, and Isaac Miller. 12. To Pine Creek Church, Indiana
Jacob Berkey, Christ. Wenger, Ab. Witmer, and Jacob Miller.
13. To Waddam's Grove, Illinois, Michael Sisler, Martin Meyers
and David E. Price. '.

There were two requests for the Annual Meeting, one from
Virginia, for the meeting in 1869, and one from Iowa, in 1870
The request from Virginia, for the meeting in 1869, was granted.
a

;

Kl the next Annual Meeting, the Lord willing, will be held in
Virginia. The corresponding brethren in the congregation in
which it will be held, and other desirable information, will be given
in due time through our periodicals.

After exhortation, singing, and prayer, the meeting adjourned.

James Quinter,

D. P, Sayler,

H. P). Davy, Moderator.

Clerks.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 18(

Peters Creek, Pa.

A considerable number of brethren assembled in the neigh-

borhood in which the general council-meeting was to be held

some days before the time for meeting. The brethren around in

various places availed themselves of the opportunity afforded them

for preaching, and quite a number of meetings were held, to the

edification of the brethren, and, also, it is hoped, to the good Of

On Tuesday morning the meeting was organized, and opened

with devotional exercises, after which it proceeded to business.

The following subjects were presented to the meeting, and

acted upon in the fear of the Lord, with the conclusions herein

stated '.

Article 1. Whereas, there have been certain petitions from

southern Ohio presented to this Annual Meeting, and which have

been extensively circulated through the brotherhood, wherein the

petitioners have set forth certain grievances, and desire some change

or modification in holding the Annual Meeting, and, also, in cer-

tain practices among the brethren; and, whereas, this Annual Meet-

ing desires to maintain all the practices and ordinances -of Chris-

tianity in their simplicity and purity, and to promote the 'unity

of the spirit in the bonds of peace;': therefore, though it can not

grant the changes and objects desired by the petitioners to the

full extent petitioned for, it will make the following changes in the

manner of holding the Annual Meeting, and endeavor to guard,

with increased vigilance, against the abuse of the practices re-

ferred to in the supplement, by advising and urging the brethren

to observe the cautions and directions in reference to said prac-

tices, as hereinafter stated:

1 In relation to the appointing of the standing committee,

we advise that the district-meetings select old, experienced, and es-

tablished -brethren; and that in signing the minutes we advise

that a suitable number of elders sign them, but not as members

of the standing committee, and the signers need not be confined

to the committee. We also advise that the minutes be read to

all at the close of the meeting, provided there is time and it be

found practicable to do so, and that the term moderator as

applied to the brother who keeps order, be dropped 2 In relation

to holding protracted meetings for worship we feel much im-

oressed with the propriety of conducting said meetings in strict

accordance with the gospel; that all disorder and improper excite-

ment should be avoided; that care should be taken that the under-

standing be enlightened, as well as the P a
f

slon^^;^^^
on all occasions, when candidates tor church membership are Ms-
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re-

n

ited and examined, they be dealt with as the gospel seems tw .v
quire, and as the order of the brethren has sanctioned; that L
noticing the success of preaching, we advise that the number of
additions to the churches be omitted. 3. In relation to Sabbath-
schools, we feel the great necessity of guarding against the pre-
vailing manner in which these schools are conducted; of caution-
ing the brethren who take any part in them against having festi-
vals or anything of the kind that does not comport with the spirit
01 Uuristiamty, which such schools are designed to promote; that
care be taken lest pride be taught rather than humility, and that
jiotnmg be encouraged thereby that will conflict with the estab-
lished order and character of the brethren, and that care should be
taken that no offense be given to the brethren in these things.
*. in reference to the controversial articles published in our re-
ligious papers we counsel and advise our brethren Quinter &
^.urtz, and H. R. Holsmger, to publish nothing in their periodicals
that disputes the practice of the precepts and ordinances of the gos-
pel as handed down to us from Christ and the apostles, through
and Dy the forefathers of the church; and that Brethren Nead,
Kmsey, and all the brethren who write, be cautioned upon this
head, and are hereby given to understand that a disregard to this
counsel will subject a brother to the counsel of the/ church. 5.
In reference to prayer-meetings, social meetings, and Bible classes,
we would say, that we advise the brethren to be very careful in
conducting such meetings, when they have been introduced, and
to conduct diem not after the prevailing custom of the religious
world, but m the order that the brethren conduct their meetings
lor worship; that brethren be cautioned against introducting such
meetings where their introduction would cause confusion or trou-
ble in the churches, and that elders always be consulted in intro-
ducing such meetings.

Art. 2. The committee appointed by the last Annual Meet-
ing to visit the Philadelphia and Gerinantown churches, reported,
and the following is the part of the report judged necessary to
be entered upon the minutes, it being the result of the conference
between the committee and said churches: "Whereas, the breth-
ren of the Philadelphia and Gerinantown churches seem to feel
assured that the practice of feet-washing in said churches has al-
ways been in the single mode, we find it necessary to bear with one
another, and will do so, provided you restore the old order of
the brethren, in having a full supper at communion meeting, the
salutation of the kiss at the same time, and the practice of the
two brethren praying at the commencement and close of our
general meetings for worship, where there are two brethren
present, concluding each prayer with the Lord's Prayer. If you
will agree to this, we will report to the Annual Meeting accord-
ingly. This was the last proposition submitted by the committee
to said churches, and was accepted, with the qualification, as far
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as practicable. We are happy to believe its acceptance will be

a step toward a more complete union between the churches we

met in conference and the general brotherhood. The foregoing

report is respectfully submitted to the Annual Meeting with the

hope that it will take such action upon the subject as Will further

the blessed cause of truth and righteousness. Signed by the com-

mittee- D. P. Savler. H. D. Davy, J. Quinter, B. F. Moomaw,

M Miller" This Annual Meeting accepts, for the present, the

foregoing report, with the clause, " as far as practicable," stricken

°U
Report of the brethren appointed by the Annual Meeting to

Visit the brethren in Adams and Hancock counties, Illinois: "Up-

on conferring with them, and investigating the subject of difference

in the practice of feet-washing, we found that in presenting their

papers to the Annual Meeting in 1859, they reserved the right to

themselves of practicing feet-washing as they did before, and

thereby the Annual Meeting got a wrong impression; and, furth-

ermore what confirmed that impression was this: they agreed in

the paper above alluded to, to give and take counsel, and did not

state to the Annual Meeting their reservation in the practice

of' feet-washing. We found, in our conference with them, that

they are still willing to abide by the compromise made in 1850,

and fellowship the brethren as it was then agreed upon by the

Annual Meeting. And we further got an expression from them,

that they have adopted, and will adopt, the minutes of the Annual

Meeting in full, except in the practice of feet-washing. And as

we learned by investigation, that there was a misunderstanding

between the parties, we laid down our power invested in us by the

Annual Meeting to communicate, and return our report to the

Annual Meeting, that it may act as it sees fit m the premises.

And we further have to say. that we wefe kindly met and re-

ceived by the brethren and sisters in Adams and Hancock coun-

ties and found a Christian spirit manifested in them while we

were with them, and only feel sorry that we could not effect a

union in the practice of feet-washing. Signed by the committee:

H D Daw, John Metzger, Samuel Lehman. Christian Long.

Whereas there has been a misunderstanding between the

brethren in Illinois, visited by the committee, and the Annual

Meeting; and, whereas, said brethren have accepted of the decis-

ions of the Annual Meeting, and conformed to the order of the

church in every respect except in the order of feet-washmg; and,

whereas the different modes of washing feet have been much agi-

tated among the brethren for some time past, neither to the edi-
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fixation of the brethren, nor to the promotion of holiness in the

church; and, whereas, this Annual Meeting has given counsel,

which, it is hoped, will stop said agitation and let the subject rest;

therefore, this Annual Meeting concludes to bear a little longer

with said brethren, and see what the result will be. It also ad-

vises brethren, when organizing new churches, to organize them

in the practice of the ordinances, according to the general order

of the brethren.

Art. 3. Would it not be more in accordance with the Scrip-

tures, and the example of the Savior, to dispense with the saluta-

tion of the kiss at feet-washing, and at the communion?

Answer: We readopt the decision of the Annual Meeting of

1853, Art. 39.

Art. 4. What does this district think of the propriety of re-

quiring brethren, who shall hereafter write and publish books,

to submit them to a committee, appointed by the Yearly Meeting,

for examination and approval, before they offer them to the public."

Answer: We think it advisable for brethren to do so.

Art. 5. How is it considered by the brethren, for a brother

to take the benefit of the bankrupt law?

Answer: Considered not according to gospel. Matt. 5: 40;

Luke 16: 9, 10.

Art. 6. As our fraternity disapproves of its members join-

ing the Masonic order, and all secret societies, when a report is

in circulation that some of the brethren belong to some such so-

ciety, and the nature of the case being such that it Is very diffi-

cult, if not impossible, to obtain testimony to prove the charge,

has the church, under such circumstances, a right to question the

brethren charged relative to the truth of the report, and if it has

a right to do SO, and exercises that right, and the brethren re-

fuse to answer, what shall the church do?

Answer: Under the circumstances alluded to, we consider that

the church has a right to question the brethren, to ascertain wheth-
er the report is true, and we think such brethren owe it in hon-
or to themselves, and in justice to the church, to give a direct an-

swer upon the subject, and failing to do so, they throw themselves
liable to be dealt with as offending members.

Art. 7. Can a brother, consistently with the gospel, take the
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benefit of the law by getting up a petition to locate a ditch ac-

cording to law, and thus compel others to ditch?

Answer: We consider it most in accordance with the gospel,
and the general principles of the brotherhood, not to use the law
t© compel men to do any thing.

Art. 8. Shall officers in the church, involved in difficulties,

act in their office while involved in such difficulties, and when there
are others holding the same office?

Answer: We think the case should be first investigated be-
fore officers are prohibited from acting in their offices.

Art. 9. Should brethren be allowed to anoint the sick with-
out first knowing of them whether they are at peace with all, as
much as lieth in them; and if not, should it not be required of
the sick, before anointing them, to confess their faults one to an-
other, that they may be healed, and whether they should be fully

resigned to the will of God whether to live or die?
_ •

Answer: We consider the direction for anointing the sick,
already given by our brethren, sufficient for ordinary" occasions,
but when any thing further is necessary, brethren called upon to
anoint should act accordingly.

Art. 10. Do the brethren consider it in accordance with the or-
der of the brethren, and tenor of the gospel, for members of the
church to take a drink of water from the table at love-feast, while
the tables are being furnished for supper, or thanks are offered at

our communion?

Answer: Members should tarry one for another, according
to Paul to the Corinthians. 1 Cor. 11: 33.

Art. 11. Which would be the most consistent with the teach-
ings of the gospel, to have the supper off or on the table at the
time of washing feet?

Answer: Inasmuch as the teaching of the gospel, in this re-
spect, is differently understood by the" brethren, we leave it with
the churches to decide which course will give the most satisfac-
tion and peace.

Art. 12. Shall we not determine, at this Annual Meeting, to
make voting a test of fellowship? If not, then shall we not leave
the whole matter to the decision of the brethren to do as they
individually will, with all the discord and confusion we now have
throughout the brotherhood?
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Answer: We conclude to readopt the decision of the An-
nual Meeting of 1866, Art. 1.

Art. 13. Would it not be well for all committees called to set-

tle difficulties in churches to keep a record of their preeeedings,

signed by the committee, and also by competent members of the

church in which said committee acted, for reference?

Answer: We think they should keep a record, from the fact

that so much misunderstanding occurs without it. A duplicate

of the proceedings should also be left with the church, if it de-

sires.

Art. 14. How is it to be considered when a brother is con-

scientious in wearing his beard on his upper lip (a full beard),

and when there are other brethren who are conscientious in not

saluting such brethren?

Answer: We consider that in all such cases as the foregoing,
brethren should bear with one another.

Art. 15. Would it not be more in accordance with the gos-

pel, and the order of the brethren, to have a more uniform prac-

tice in giving letters of recommendation to members moving from

one arm of the church to another?

Answer: We think it best to let the churches write certifi-

cates as will suit them, as this has heretofore been the practice

of the brethren.

Art. 16. Inasmuch as there is great dissatisfaction as re-

gards the decision of the Annual Meeting relating to insurance,

in permitting brethren to insure property but not life, and thus

permitting the rich who own real estate to insure, but not the

poor, should not a poor man be permitted to insure his life as

well as the rich his property?

Answer: We defer this subject for the present.

Art. 17. As there seems to be a discord in the decision of the

Annual Meeting of 1850, Art. 32, and the Annual Meeting of 1827,

Art. 4, we wish to have them harmonized, if possible.

Answer: We consider that no unbaptized person can be a

member of the church, and therefore can not be anointed.

Art. 18. How is it considered if the majority of a congre-

gation decide against the decisions of the Annual Council, can the
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bishops of said congregation act with the minority of said church,

and the decision of the Annual Meeting?

Answer: He can, as the Annual Meeting is of higher author-
ity than any one church.

Art. 19. Could not the Annual Meeting, during its several ses-

sions, arrange a little better for the accommodation of the delegates,

sent from the different districts on business, by providing seats

for them near the standing committee, it having been the case on
former occasions that they were crowded out to the remotest
bounds of the assembly, to their great dissatisfaction,

Answer: Considered that the committee of arrangements
should provide a number of seats nearest to the standing com-
mittee, sufficient to seat all the delegates sent from the districts.

Art. 20. Has an elder, or elders, a right to busy themselves
with the affairs of another church, and take accusing queries con-
cerning it to the Annual Meeting, against the bishops and elders

thereof, and that secretly? If not right, what course should be

pursued with those that would do so, to the very great dissatis-

faction of the church?

Answer: There may be cases where they have a right to look
up the affairs of another church. But it is wrong to accuse elders
of a particular church anywhere secretly; and if they do, they
should be admonished to desist.

Art. 21. Whereas, it has been repeatedly decided, at our

Yearly Meeting, that it is wrong for members of the church to

have their likenesses taken, what then is to be done with mem-
bers that have their likenesses taken?

Answer: We consider it not right for members to have their
likenesses taken, and if they have done so, they should be ad-
monished to put them away.

Art. 22, What will this Annual Meeting do with regard to

Art. 21 and its answer, of the minutes of the Annual Meeting of

1868?

Answer: We readopt the answer to said article given by the
Annual Alee ting of 1868, and recommend the brethren to carry
out the plan and give it a fair trial.

Art. 23. Should not the query and answer of Art. 35, of 1865,

be repealed? said query relating to outside testimony?

Answer: We think the decisions of former years go as far
as we can go in taking outside testimony in trying members of
the church.
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Art. 24. Is It according to the gospel for brethren who are

school teachers, whether lay members, ministers, or elders, at the

expiration of their school, to have exhibitions, at which their schol-

ars speak dialogues, and have two or three fiddles to keep Up time,

and have large crowds assembled together? And if it is wrong,

can it be done? And if it is right, please give us Scripture for it.

so that all may be satisfied.

Answer: We consider such exhibitons very wrong, and think

brethren should not encourage them.

Art. 25. Whereas, Bro. H. Kurtz has requested this Annual

Meeting to give the committee getting out the German hymn-

book liberty to add a few more hymns than were at first decided,

this meeting thinks the book should contain no more hymns than

were first agreed to. And as it has been ascertained by this meet-

ing that the German members are very anxious to have the Ger-

man hymn-book completed, it requests the committee to get the

book out as soon as possible, and by the united wisdom of all

the committee.

Art. 26. Requests for committees: 1. A request from the Mi-

ami Church, Ohio. The request was granted, and the following-

brethren appointed: J. P. Ebersole, Daniel Brower, Joseph Kauff-

man, and Jacob Garver. 2. A committee for the Bush Creek

Church, Maryland, was requested and granted, and the following

brethren were appointed; H. D. Davy, John Wise, David hong,

and Joseph F. Rohrer. 3. The following brethren were appointed as

a committee to visit the Antioch Church, Indiana; II. D. Davy,

David Bechtelheimer, Daniel Brower, Jacob Berkey, and J. Mil-

ler, of Portage. 4. The following brethren were appointed a com-

mittee to Fawn River Church, Indiana: Jacob Miller, of Portage,

Jacob Berkey and Christian Wenger. 5. The following brethren

were appointed a committee to visit the church in Bedford County,

Pennsylvania: Grabili Myers, Jacob Price, and Moses Miller. 6.

The following brethren form the committee to Tennessee to or-

ganize a church: Abraham Naff, David Derrick, and B. F. Moo-

maw. 7. The following brethren were appointed to visit the Price

Creek Church, Ohio: Peter Nead, H. D. Davy, and Isaac Miller.

Art. 27. The request of the brethren of Black Hawk County,

Iowa, for the Annual Meeting of 1870, was renewed, and it was

decided, the Ford willing, to have the next Annual Meeting with

the brethren in Black Hawk County, Iowa. Brethren E. K. Buech-

ly and S. M. Miller were appointed corresponding secretaries.

Their address is Waterloo, Black Hawk County, Iowa.
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The business before the council being disposed of, the meet-

ing was closed with exhortation, singing, and prayer, as the breth-

ren felt to praise God that he had favored them with his presence

and help, and thereby enabled them to hold a very pleasant and
successful Annual Council.

Standing committee and officers: Abraham Naff, John Wine,
Peter Nead, John P. Ebersole, Henry D. Davy, Robert H. Miller,

Jacob Flory, Jacob Berkey, John Metzger, Samuel Lehman, Da-
vid Brower, Elias K. Buechly, John Wise, Grabill Meyers, David
Gerlach, Isaac Pfoutz, D. P. Sayler, David Long, Abraham Mals-
by, F. Wr

. Dove, James Quinter.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1870.

Waterloo, Black Hawk County, Iowa.

As usual a large number of brethren and sisters assembled in

the vicinity of the place of the general council-meeting before the

time for beginning the council. Meetings for public preaching

were held in a number of places.

On Tuesday morning, June 7th, the meeting was duly organ-

ized, and opened with devotional exercises, among which was the

reading of the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. The
council then proceeded to business, and the following subjects

were duly considered and passed by the meeting, as herein stated:

Article L Should not a full report of questions and answers
passed by the Annual Meeting be given, instead of merely re-

ferring to former decisions?

Answer: We think a full report of the answers should be
put into the minutes, when they are not too long.

Art. 2. Is it considered right for a brother to take or receive

a pension, back pay, or bounty, for services rendered to the gov-
ernment before he became a member of the church.

Answer: We think he may be allowed to do so.

Art. 3. As there has been a petition presented to this Annual
Meeting for a committee to go to California and Oregon to or-

ganize churches, and to set things in order, the meeting appointed
Bro. Jacob Miller, of Portage, and Bro. D. Sturgis, of South Bend,
Indiana, as the committee. It was also decided to make provi-

sions to defray the expenses of the committee, which it was supposed
would be about three hundred dollars. Bro. Christian Weng-er was
appointed receiver to receive the funds collected. His address is

South Bend, St. Joseph County, Indiana. To further the col-
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lection of said funds, the elders were recommended to lay the

subject before their congregations.

Art, 4. We desire an answer to Art. 16 of last Annual Meet-

ing. The article is as follows: Inasmuch as there is great dis-

satisfaction as regards the decision of the Annual Meeting, relat-

ing to insurance, in permitting brethren to insure property but not

life, and thus permitting the rich who own real estate to insure,

but not the poor, should not a poor man be permitted to insure,

his life as well as the rich his property?

Considered, that we postpone this question.

Art. 5. Inasmuch as excommunicated persons do frequently,

under the present system of our Annual Council, call for com-

mittees to reconsider their cases, and that most generally to the

dissatisfaction of the church where such cases originated, will not

this district-meeting petition our Annual Conference to consider

this matter, and decide that all such requests for a rehearing shall

be made to the elders in adjoining districts; and as they have

more or less knowledge of the case, let them consider the pro-

priety of giving such persons a rehearing? This query being taken

to the Annual Meeting for further consideration, received the fol-

lowing answer:

Answer: This meeting judges it best to make no change from
the present practice of the brotherhood in the subject referred

to in the preceding query, but it thinks that the Annual Meeting
should be very careful in appointing committees, and appoint
none but what are absolutely required.

Art. 6. Whereas, there was a letter published in one of our

periodicals soon after the last Annual Meeting, in which statements

were made unfavorable to the integrity of the standing committee,

and thereby involving, more or less, the character of the whole

meeting-, we therefore think that the correctness of the statements

above referred to should be investigated, and consequently ask

the next Annual Meeting to make such an investigation. The sub-

ject being considered, the Annual Meeting thought that an inves-

tigation was necessary, and appointed the following brethren a

committee to investigate the subject: Solomon Garber, Jacob

Wine, Peter Nininger, Moses Miller, and J. D. Trostle.

Art. 7. Whereas, S. Z. Sharp and H. R. Holsinger have drawn

forth many expressions of censure, and have evidently greatly

wounded the feelings of the members of the standing committee

of last Annual Meeting, and also of very many members of the

church, by the publication of certain reports that reflect very un-
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favorably upon the conduct of said committee: therefore, the

brethren composing the western district of Maryland, in district-

council assembled, do request the Annual Meeting to appoint a

committee to investigate the facts of the case and determine what
acknowledgments or satisfaction must be made to restore har-

mony and love again, and this to be attended to at the Annual
Meeting of 1870. The foregoing request was granted, and Sam-
uel Garber, D. B. Sturgis, Jacob Miller, Daniel Wolf, and John
Crist, were appointed a committee of investigation. In due time
the following report of the committee was submitted to the meet-
ing and adopted: We, the committee appointed by this Annual
Meeting to investigate the cause of grievances set forth in Art.

7, after carefully investigating the matter, decide as follows: First:

Bro. H. R. Holsinger assumed an unprecedented and unjustifiable

course in employing a reporter without authority from the church.

Second: In not regarding the counsel of the last Annual Meeting
(Art. 1, clause fourth), in publishing S. Z. Sharp's letter, casting

severe reflections on the standing committee, which Bro. H. R.

Holsinger knew, or ought to have known, was a misrepresenta-

tion of the facts in the case proved to us. Third: In answering
the defense of the standing committee, his criticism and language

were unbecoming a brother. (See "Christian Family Companion,"
Vol. V, No. 45, pp. 696, 697, 698.) And we also find that the com-
mittee did no more than duty required of them in rejecting the

reporter. It is also clearly proved to us that the committee of-

fered Bro. H. R. Holsinger all the privileges he formerly enjoyed,

to make his own report.

In consideration of the above, we require, in order to restore

peace and harmony, that Bro. II. R. Holsinger acknowledge that

he did wrong, and that he asks the forgiveness of the church.

S. Garber, D. B. Sturgis, J. Miller, D. Wolf, J. Crist. After the

reading of the report, Bro. FT. R. Holsinger made an acknowledg-
ment satisfactory to the meeting.

Art. 8. Is it the duty of the members of the church to take

special care of their orphan children in getting homes for them
among the brethren, and in having them raised up in the faith

of the gospel?

Answer: We think it is according to Eph. 6: 4.

Art. 9. Whereas, a number of the district-meetings have sent

to this Annual Meeting an expression unfavorable to a reporter

making a full report of the proceedings of our Annual Meeting,
therefore we resolve that no report by a reporter be made.
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Art. 10. Is it according to the Scriptures, and the order of

the brethren, for a brother who moves from one district of the

church to another, and obtains his letter, to carry it for months

and still refuse to give it up? And what is to be done in such

a case, and which church is to consider it?

Answer: We consider the answer to Art. 5, in the minutes of

1866, a sufficient answer to the above query.

Art. 11. Is it the duty of the church to support a widow aft-

ter she is sixty years of age, having nephews who are able to sup-

port her? (See 1 Tim. 5: 16.)

Answer: It is, provided the nephews have not the will or
means to support her.

Art. 12. Would it not be prudent, since secret orders, such

as Freemasons, Odd- Fellows, etc., are becoming more and more

prevalent, to ask every applicant for baptism whether he belongs

to any secret o r d e r

?

Answer: We consider it necessary and prudent to do SO.

Art. 13. A sister was received into the church years ago by

single immersion, but upon the agitation of the subject, the ques-

tion arises, can she be retained as a member of the church?

' Answer: We consider that the gospel, and our consistency

in regard to our practice of the gospel, require us to adhere strict-

ly to our mode of immersion, as recognized in the minutes of our

Annual Meeting. (See Minutes of 1841, Art. 5.)

Art. 14. Whereas, much dissatisfaction exists among the

brethren, relative to the answer of the first article of the minutes of

1868, and the insertion of the answer of a district-meeting before

the answer of the Annual Meeting, whereby many are unable to

understand what the answer of the Annual Meeting to said query

was, will the district-meeting agree to ask the Annual Meeting to

define plainly to the whole brotherhood, through the minutes of

this year, how much of said article is the answer of the Annual

Meeting and authoritative?

Answer, yes; for we very much desire a better understanding
on that subject, and we therefore ask a reconsideration of Art.

1, of the minutes of 1868. Answer: We agree to reconsider said

article, and leave out of the minutes of the Annual Meeting of

1868 the answer of the district of eastern Maryland, which reads

as follows: "Considered, by this meeting, that the words in ques-

tion do annul the marriage contract." And as a large proportion
of the brotherhood understand that it only suspends, while others
understand that it annuls the marriage contract, and viewing this
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difference of sentiment among us, and the majority believing that
fornication only suspends the marriage contract, and as the tend-
ency of the practice of the age is toward too great a looseness
of the binding power of the marriage vow, we think it most ad-
visable for the present, to act in the church as if the marriage con-
tract is only broken by death.

Art. 15. Is it in accordance with the spirit of the gospel, and
the order of the brethren, for a brother voluntarily to inform the

civil authorities against a man for selling liquors contrary to law?

Answer: It is not.

Art. 16. A man goes to the army, and when he comes home
his wife is married to another man, and she continues to be the

second man's wife. Some time after he marries a widow, and they
live together agreeably for some years. They both then make appli-

cation to be received into the church by baptism, manifesting
fruits of repentance to the satisfaction of the church, his first wife,

in the meanwhile, still living in adultery. The church examines
him concerning separation, and finds him innocent. Then exam-
ines the Scriptures, and the advice of the Annual Meeting of 1857,

Art. 8; also, minutes of 1856, Art. 24, in the fear of the Lord, and
in the presence of the applicants, and according to the best judg-
ment the church receives them. Can they be held as members
of the church?

Answer; They can not while they live together.

Art. 17. How is it considered, according to the gospel, if a

man marries a wife, and afterward they part; then he marries a

second .woman, but puts her away because she is not an honest

woman. Then he applies for a bill of divorce, and gets it. But

he obtained no divorce from the first woman. Then, to satisfy

the law, lie marries his first wife, and he and his wife both make
application to become members of the church; can they be received

into the church?

Answer: They can be received by giving satisfactory evi-
dence of true repentance.

Art. 18. How is it considered for members to argue that the

old order of the brethren, in wearing a plain garment, is the tra-

dition of men, and say there is no scripture for such order?

Answer: We consider it wrong for members to do so, and
if they persist in such a course they should be admonished. (See
1 Peter 5: 5; 1 John 2: 16.)

Art. 19. How is it considered for members of the church to
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absent themselves from meeting, from time to time, without any

good or lawful excuse?

Answer: We consider it wrong for members to absent them-
selves from meeting, and should they do so for three or four
times, they should be visited to ascertain the cause; and if no
good cause can be given, they should be admonished. Heb. 10:

24, 25.

Art. 20. Since the Annual Meeting has, at different times, de-

cided against the excessive use of tobacco (See Minutes of 1864,

Art, 19), but the object desired has not yet been realized, we
therefore ask this district-meeting to suppress its use altogether,

except for medicinal or mechanical purposes, and to deal with

such as use it according to Matt. 18, as we consider it proper to

deal with members for wearing fashionable garments. Minutes

of 1863, Art. 3, and Minutes of 1866, Art. 27. The district-meeting

favored the request, and sent it to the Annual Meeting.

Answer: This Annual Meeting renews its disapprobation of

the use
,

of tobacco, and especially at the time and in the place
of divine worship, and believes it should be classed with other
vain and useless things.

Art. 21. Inasmuch as both the district and Yearly Meeting

have decided that it is inconsistent with the gospel, and the order

of the brethren, for a brother to preach who will not conform to

the order of the church, shall not the church have the liberty to

take his office from him, if he remains obstinate after being ad-

monished?

Answer: We think it shall, after being admonished again and
again by the church.

Art. 22. How do the brethren at this meeting consider it, if

sisters are not willing to wear a covering on their heads at time

of worship, according to the order of the brethren, and what is

to be done with a minister that contends that there is no covering

necessary but the hair?

Answer: We are to deal with such sisters mildly, but strictly.

But such a minister should be admonished to withdraw such con-
tentions, and if he does not adhere, he is to be dealt with accord-
ing to Matt. 18.

Art. 23. Is it right for brethren or sisters to have musical in-

struments in their houses, such as melodeons or organs?

Answer: We think it not expedient to have them in our
houses, when they cause offense, and we think, under such circum-
stances, every brother and sister that have them ought to be ad-

19
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monished, in love, to put them away, agreeably to Eph. 5: 19;

Col. 3: 16; James 5: 13.

Art. 24. What is the rule of the brethren, when a member is

expelled, and removes into another or adjoining district, and after

living in the other district some six or seven years, and then makes

application for membership, which church shall then receive him

with hand and kiss, after reconciliation is made with the church

that ; pelled him?

Answer: The church in which he lives at the time he is re-

stored.

Art. 25. Does the Annual Meeting consider it wrong for the

brethren to hold their Sunday-schools in their meeting-houses?

Answer: We consider it not wrong, if such schools arc con-

ducted according to order, and by the consent of the church.

Art. 26. In relation to the anointing of Christ, as recorded in

Matt. 26: 13, and presented by one of the district-meetings, we

would say that the subject is worthy of our consideration and at-

tention, but we do not think it best or necessary to give any di-

rection as to time or place at which it should be preached; and be-

cause of its length we omit the query, as it came from the district-

meeting.

Art. 27. Why is it that the brethren use leavened bread at

their love-feasts? Had we not better take the example of Christ

and the apostles, and use unleavened bread?

Answer: We do not believe it right to keep the Jewish cus-

toms.

Art. 28. Will the brethren of this Annual Council take into

consideration the importance of having the bread and wine on the

table at supper, so as to harmonize with the gospel?

Answer: We think it best to adopt the decision of the Annual
Meeting of 1864, Art. 26, which reads as follows: "We think, in

case of any change being desired in the established order, in any
branch of the church, especially with regard to the communion,
it would always be best and safest, for the preservation of love

and union, to take no steps in any change of this kind, until the

whole church is agreed, or the district-meeting is consulted."

Art. 29. Inasmuch as the district-meetings have no regular

order for appointing delegates to the Annual Meeting, we offer the

following method to the brotherhood: Let three official members

constitute a committee for receiving the votes of the delegates

from the several churches comprising the district-meetings. The

above plan for appointing delegates to the Annual Meeting was
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submitted by the standing committee and accepted by the General
Council.

Art. 30. In compliance with the requests made, the following
committees were appointed: 1. To the Cold Water Church, Butler
County, Iowa, David Brower, Henry Strickler, and Peter Forney.
2. To the Eel River and Washington churches, Indiana, Hid Ham-
ilton, Jacob Wagner, and Jacob Flory. 3. To the Rock River,
West Branch, and Yellow Creek churches, Illinois, H. D. Davy,
John Wise, and John Metzger. 4. To the Rush Creek Church,
Ohio, II. D. Davy, James Quinter, John Wise, J. P. Ebcrsole, and
Eli Stoner. 5. To the Georges Creek Church, Pennsylvania, H. D.
Davy, John Wise, and C. G. Lint. 8. To the Snake Spring Valley
Church, Pennsylvania, Joseph Hanawait, John Gluck, Isaac Myers,
Moses Miller, and J. Berkey.

Art. 31. The request from the eastern district of Pennsyl-
vania, for the Annual Meeting of 1871, was granted and, there-
fore, the Lord willing, the next Annual Meeting will be with the
brethren in the above-named district, in 1871, commencing on
Tuesday after Pentecost. Christian Bomberger, Rothsville, Lan-
caster County, Pennsylvania, and Samuel R. Zug, Mastersonville,
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, are the corresponding secretaries,

with whom correspondence can be held. Further particulars, as
to place, etc., will be given in due time.

It was resolved that Bro. John Buechly, of Illinois, be the
agent for obtaining railroad privileges west of Pittsburg and the
Ohio River, and Bro. Christian Custer, of Philadelphia, for ob-
taining such privileges east of Pittsburg.

The business before the meeting being disposed of in much
harmony and love, after a short season of devotional exercises, in

which the six hundred and eighty-fourth hymn was sung, a short
exhortation given, and supplication and thanksgiving offered, the
council closed, leaving, apparently, the lingering impression upon
many minds that it was good to be together.

Standing committee and officers: J. Trostle, D. Long. D. Ger-
lach, I. Myers, John Wise, H. D. Davy, D, Brower, D. J. Peck,
F. P. Loehr, P. Nininger, Jacob Wine, J. Quinter, Christ. Wenger,
Jacob Metzger. Hiel Hamilton, E. Eby, M. Sisler, John Metzger,
Jacob Haugcr, G. R. Baker, A. Replogle, G. Witwer, Wm. Gish.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1871.

Berks County, Pa.

On Monday afternoon the standing committee met, and or-

ganized by the appointment of the necessary officers.

On Tuesday morning the meeting was opened with devotional

exercises, and the reading of the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of

the Apostles, after which the business commenced.

Upon the reception of the papers from the delegates from the

district committees, it was ascertained that the following sub-

jects were designed to come before the General Council. They

were accordingly considered and acted upon, as herein stated:

Article 1. What is to be done when a church needs a brother

in the second degree of the ministry, but lacks confidence to ad-

vance the one that is oldest in office; yet, out of necessity, the

church has tried twice to advance him, but was opposed each

time by the majority of the members voting against him?

Answer: The brother should be informed of the cause of such
opposition, so that he may have an opportunity to remove it; and

if he can remove the cause, then the church may, and should ad-

vance him; but if the cause it not removed, then the church may
advance the next one in office.

Art. 2. Inasmuch as the brethren, assembled in Annual Council

in 1858, saw no inconsistency in deacons rising to their feet to ex-

hort, and as some of the elders, when installing deacons, still

charge them to keep their scat, would it be inconsistent, when

thus charged, for them to rise to exhort?

Answer: We think all deacons should have the privilege

to rise when it becomes their duty to speak, and that elders, when
installing deacons, should observe this decision.

Art. 3. Does the Annual Meeting of 1871 claim Salem College,

of Bourbon, Indiana, to be under the auspices of our brotherhood?

Answer: It does not regard it as a church school, or con-

ducted by the general brotherhood, though it is under the aus-

pices of members of the church, and is supported by those who
patronize it, and not by donations of the church.

Art. 4. Will this district-meeting approve of the following

amendment to the plan of holding Annual Meetings: Let the dis-

tricts send one' delegate to represent them on the standing com^
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mittee, and each congregation send one representative, and these

to compose the Annual Meeting, and all queries to be decided by

that body alone?

Answer: We think it best not to make the change asked for,

at present.

Art. 5. Is it according to the gospel for a brother to swear

his life against a brother?

Answer: Not according to the gospel.

Art. 6. Whereas, the eastern district of Maryland has decided

that our colored brother, Elias Fisher, be authorized to preach

the gospel to the colored people, and since he was installed there

have been exceptions taken to the manner of his promotion, will

this Annual Meeting confirm the decision of the eastern district

of Maryland?

Answer: In relation to the above case, it appears, from what
this Annual Meeting has learned, that there has been a failure

on the part of the elders in the district to authorize Bro. Fisher
to preach, and owing to said failure, a brother in the second de-

gree installed him, by the laying on of hands. As this was a de-

parture from the practice of the church, we think it was very im-
proper; and, while we recognize Bro. Fisher as a minister among
us, we consider him only in the first degree, regarding the laying

on of hands as conferring no official authority whatever.

Art. 7. Should not this district adopt measures to provide and

supply ministerial aid for churches where there is no preacher?

and also to fill calls, open missions, preach the gospel, and intro-

duce the principles of the brethren in the many sections within

said district, which they have not yet reached?

Answer: This Annual Meeting approves of the suggestions

in the above query, as it is very necessary that churches or bodies
of brethren, in which there are no resident ministers, should be
assisted; and inasmuch as there are many localities where the
gospel, as preached and practiced by the brethren, is not known,
we think the gospel should be taken into such places. As it re-

gards the measures necessary to accomplish these objects, we
think the district should adopt such measures as it judges best

calculated to answer its purpose.

[Note.—This query came to the Annual Meeting without any

answer. It was the duty of the standing committee to form an

answer to it, and submit said answer to the General Council. The
above answer was accordingly formed and submitted to the com-

mittee, and received the unanimous vote of the committee. But

owing to the faet that it was not answered, it was deferred, when

first introduced, and was afterward overlooked. It then occurred
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to the mind of the clerk that it had been overlooked, and he re-

gretted it very much. Having an opportunity to do so, he men-

tioned the circumtances to several of the standing committee aft-

er the meeting closed, and they thought it might be put on the

minutes. We accordingly insert it, not as having received the

sanction of the General Council, but that of the standing committee.

—Clerk.]

Art. 8. Will the district-meeting petition the Annual Meet-

ing to reconsider and revoke Art. 27, of the minutes of the An-

nual Meeting, passed A. D. 1856, relative to the holy kiss?

Answer: This Annual Meeting thinks .it best to make no
change of Art. 27', of 1856.

Art. 9. Is it in accordance with the gospel for brethren to be-

long to the building and loan associations now organized in dif-

ferent parts of the country?

Answer: We advise the brethren not to unite with such asso-

ciations until they understand them properly, and are satisfied

that uniting with them does not conflict with the gospel.

Art. 10. Is it the duty of the church to support a widowed

sister over threescore years old, and who has nephews that are

members of the church, and these nephews being able to support

her?

Answer: We agree to defer this subject to our next Annual
Meeting.

Art. 11. Is it according to the gospel, and the order of the

brethren, in case a member wishes outside testimony to prove his

position in a matter of difference between members in the church,

to have said testimony qualified by an oath or affirmation?

Answer: We consider it not according to the gospel for mem-
bers to require outside evidence under oath or affirmation.

Art. 12. Does the gospel teach that the brethren are (by the

gospel) to aid one another in case of loss; and if so, ought they

not to establish their own insurance companies, and not insure

in those of the world?

Answer: We conclude to defer this question until our next
Annual Meeting.

Art. 13. Would it not be in harmony with the Scriptures,

and the councils of our brethren, when there is considerable dif-

ficulty in a church, and the cause of the Master suffers in conse-
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quence thereof, for the elders of the adjoining churches to visit

said church and set things that are necessary in order?

Answer: We consider it would be in harmony with the Scrip-
tures, and the order of the brethren, to do so.

Art. 14. Is it considered right for a brother in the ministry

to exercise his own judgment in reference to remaining in or mov-
ing out of the church in which he was chosen, or must he remain

in said church or district until the brethren there see proper to

let him go?

Answer: We consider that it would be best for all minis-
tering brethren, before leaving a church, to counsel it, and it should
spare him if it can do so.

Art. 15. Would it not render more general satisfaction if

churches which have difficulties to settle would, when they fail to

settle them, call upon the elders in the adjoining churches to come
to their assistance; and if, in ease a committee be after that needed,

let them apply to their annual district-meeting, instead of our

General Conference, for said committee, and let it be selected

from the churches which compose said district-meeting, saving

much expenses, etc.?

Answer: We think it best to make no change in regard to
the authority for appointing committees to make a final settle-
ment of difficulties.

Art. 16. When a brother has fallen into the judgment of the

church, and it takes an action in his case to the dissatisfaction of

the brother, and he wants a rehearing or an investigation of the

church's proceedings, what is the proper course to be pursued to

get a rehearing?

Answer: The expelled member shall first apply, through the
offcers, to the church which acted on the case; if, however, the
officers refuse to bring it before the church, the elders in the ad-
joining churches may call said church together to ascertain wheth-
er it will grant a rehearing to the expelled member. But, if the
church refuses to grant a rehearing, then the said expelled mem-
ber should obtain what names of the members in the church he
can to a petition to the Annual Meeting' for a committee to in-

vestigate the case.

Art. 17. Will not this Annual Meeting recall the privilege

granted to establish Sunday-schools, especially where the church is

not entirel}^ unanimous?

Answer: We do not recall the above privilege, but where the
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establishing of Sunday-schools would cause trouble or division,

brethren had better desist from introducing them.

Art. 18. Is it right for members of the church, even elders

and deacons, to make dinners or feasts on Sundays, or on other

days, spending much time in baking and cooking, and setting

their tables with many luxuries, and then inviting other members,

and such as are not members, to come and feast with them; and

then, while eating, be engaged in vain conversation, such as jest-

ing and joking, and perhaps eating to excess?

Answer: We consider it utterly wrong for brethren to do so.

(See Eph. 5; 1 Peter 4.)

Art. 19. How is it considered for members of the church to

attach themselves to the Washington Mutual Live Stock Insur-

ance Company?

Answer: We consider that brethren should not join any so-

ciety by which they jeopardize their non-resistant principles.

Art. 20. Can the church hold a man and his wife, both mem-

bers of the church, when the one will not live with the other un-

der any circumstances whatever?

Answer: We consider that the elders in the adjoining church

shall investigate the case, and dispose of it according to its merits

and the principles of the gospel. Being informed of the case that

gave rise to the above query, we name John Metzgcr, Samuel
Lehman, and Daniel Fry to attend to it.

Art. 21. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has decided that it

is not proper to secure a debt by mortgage (See Minutes of the

Annual Meeting of 1825, Art. 2), would it be proper for a brother

to close such mortgage when the debt is not paid according to

contract?

Answer: We have no objection for brethren to secure mon-
ey by mortgage, but we can not advise brethren to close a mort-

gage by a process of law.

Art. 22. We desire an explanation, with an answer, on the

words " again and again," used in answer to Art. 27, of the Annual

Meeting of 1866, as the word or words, " again and again," is

or are not scriptural language. Hence, how often must an offend-

ing member be admonished to be admonished again and again,

before an action can be taken against it?

Answer: We still feel, as the brethren have always felt, that

it is difficult to lay down a definite rule to apply to all cases con-

cerning the subject alluded to in the query. We think that the
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wisdom of the churches should dictate the proper method of

treating such cases. Where the general conduct of members is

such as becomes the gospel of Christ, and there seems to be no

inclination to follow the fashions of the world, and their apparel

is modest and not gay, forbearance should be exercised toward

such members, hoping they will in time adopt the plain
_
garment,

as this is considered one of the peculiarities of our fraternity,

and in accordance with the Christian grace of simplicity taught

in the gospel. In cases, however, where members, instead of con-

forming to the order of the brethren in plainness of dress, con-

form to and follow the fashions of the world, such should be dealt

with more rigorously; and, if after several admonitions, there seems

to be no improvement, they should be dealt with according to

Matt. 18; and in dealing with such cases, both the salvation of

souls and the purity of the church should be kept in view.

Art. 23. If a speaker's or visiting brother's wife dies, and

he marries a woman that is not a member of the church, can

he still officiate in his office? A scriptural decision is requested.

Answer: We think lie can; for where there is no law, there is

no transgression.

Art. 24. Whereas, it is generally understood by the brethren,

that members of the church are not permitted to attend places of

merriment, such as state and county fairs, celebrations, circus

shows, mass-meetings, and political conventions, etc., and as we

can not find any thing in the minutes on the subject, a decision

from the Annual Meeting is desired.

Answer: We consider that the answer given by the Annual

Meeting of 1859, Art. 14, covers and applies to all the cases re-

ferred to in the query. The answer to Art, 14, m the minutes of

1859 reads as follows: "Such brethren should be admonished

not to attend such places; and if they still persist in doing so,

they should be dealt with according' to Matt. 18."

Art. 25. Will this Annual Meeting permit brethren and sisters

to attend animal shows"

Answer; This Annual Meeting can give no such permit.

Art. 26. Is there not some way of bringing members to an

account, who speak disrespectfully of and disregard the counsels

of the Annual Meeting, and district and sub-district-meetings?

Answer: Such members should be admonished, and if they

will not hear, thev should be dealt with as transgressors. (See

also, Minutes of 1866, and a pargraph under the heading, The
Organization of the Annual Meeting." )

Art. 27. Is it advisable for a brother to serve as manager or

teacher of a college or high school, as the tendency thereof is to
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lead many of the brethren from the simplicity that is in Christ,

and also to divide the brotherhood?

Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has admitted the propri-
ety of a high school, as a private enterprise (See Art. 51, 1868),
we can not prohibit a brother from engaging in teaching in such
an institution; and as it regards the fears that many entertain of
the tendency of such an institution to lead brethren from the sim-
plicity of the church, this will depend upon the character of the
institution, And to guard the Salem College against any such
tendency, this Annual Meeting advises the elders of the church
district, in which the college is located, to take into its charge
all the teachers and scholars of said college, who are members of
the church, and require of them to conform to the general order
of the brotherhood.

Art. 28. Would it not be better to dispense with the district-

meetings entirely, and go back to the plan of 1848, for holding
the Annual Meeting?

Answer: We think it best not to make the change asked for.

Art. 29. Will not the Annual Meeting make it binding on
all the churches to furnish all members, moving from one place

to another, with letters of recommendation, or a reason why not
when asked?

Answer: The churches shall give recommendations, or a law-
ful reason why not.

Art. 30. Inasmuch as the brethren are misrepresented and
abused by enemies, saying the Brethren's Encyclopedia is our
discipline, kept secret by a few leading brethren, would it not be
better to advise the publisher to have no more bound?

Answer: We do not recognize the Brethren's Encyclopedia
to be a discipline of the church, but we consider the reasons given
in the query insufficient for making any change in regard to pub-
lishing it.

Art. 31. Would it not be best to allow all brethren in the

second degree of the ministry to represent the churches in An-
nual Meeting, and sit on the standing committee, if sent by the
district-meeting?

Answer: We think it best to make no change.

Art. 32. In order to avoid imposition on the churches, should
not all the members of the church, and especially traveling preach-
ers, be furnished with a certificate, properly signed, showing their

standing in the church?

Answer: We consider it advisable that members of the church,
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under the circumstances alluded to, should be supplied with cer-

tificates.

Art. 33. What course should be taken to bring into order an

individual arm of the church, which is much out of order in re-

gard to wearing- of apparel, and implicated with the world in at-

tending school exhibitions, and debates, so that their influence

extends into neighboring churches, causing trouble there?

Answer: We consider it the duty of the elders of the sur-

rounding churches to take notice of such churches, and set them
in order.

Art. 34. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting of 1870, Art.

12, has decided that applicants for baptism should be asked wheth-

er they belong to any secret order, and as our fraternity is opposed

to all secret societies, would it not be well to adopt some plan

by which the members may be interrogated yearly, before we

hold our communion meetings, upon the subject of secret or-

ganizations?

Answer: We consider it necessary to interrogate members
upon the subject alluded to in the query, where there is any rea-

son to believe they belong to secret societies, but any thing fur-

ther we think unnecessary.

Art. 35. According to Art. 14, in minutes of 1869, can the

church tolerate a brother who assails the Annual Meeting by

writing against its decisions in the periodicals of the brotherhood?

Answer: We think it is wrong for a brother to do so, and
any doing it should make satisfaction to the church.

Art. 36. Would it not be more consistent with the gospel

for the brethren to adopt a definite name in writing letters of

r e comm en d a t io n s ?

Answer: We think it would be good to head all letters of

recommendation as follows: 'We, the German Baptist Brethren,

send greeting.'
1

Art. 37. Whereas, this Annual Meeting finds, to its great re-

gret, that the subject of feet-washing, in its single and double

mode, as the difference is called, has produced serious difficul-

ties already among us, and threatens still greater difficulties in the

future. Questions relating to this subject have come from dif-

ferent localities in the brotherhood and it has assumed such a

degree of importance as to commend it to the serious and prayer-

ful attention of the brotherhood. Under these considerations,,

with much prayerful reflection, the propriety has suggested it-
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self to us of calling the elders of the brotherhood together to con-

sider this matter, as the apostles and elders did to consider the

case of circumcision. Acts 15: 6. We have therefore concluded to

request all the ordained elders of the brotherhood to meet, in

the fear of the Lord, and under a due sense of their responsibility,

in solemn assembly, on Whit-Monday, 1872, at the place of our

next Annual Meeting, to dispose of this subject as the peace and
prosperity of the fraternity require.

In the meantime, no church should be organized under the

single mode, neither should any church change from the double

to the single mode. And in order to obtain all the information

possible to present unto the council of elders above alluded to,

we appoint the following brethren as a committee to ascertain,

as far as possible, which was the first mode practiced by our
brethren in America: D. P. Sayler, Jacob Reiner, and J. Quinter.

Art. 38. Calls for committees: 1. A request for a committee
to visit the West Branch Church, in Darke County, Ohio, to set-

tle difficulties. This was granted, and the following brethren

were appointed: H. D. Davy, James Quinter, Samuel Mohler.

2. A request for a committee to visit the Pine Creek Church, Ogle
County, Illinois, for the same purpose. This was granted, and
the following brethren constitute the committee: Samuel Lehman,
Martin Myers, and Michael Sisler. 3. Lor a committee to the West
Conestoga and Chiques Creek churches, in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, to settle difficulties. The following are the brethren

appointed: Joseph R. Hanawait, Samuel Lehman, Daniel Fry,

John G. Gluck, John Metzger, and F. P. Loehr. 4. A request for

a committee to visit the Sugar Creek Church, Allen County, Ohio.
The following brethren were appointed: Abraham Airbaugh, Abra-
ham Flory, John Brilhart, Noah Hendricks, and Samuel Mohler.
5. A request for a committee to visit the Milmine Church, in Piatt

County, Illinois, to settle difficulties in said church. The follow-

ing brethren were appointed: J. R. Gish, George Gish, Daniel Nehr,

and D. M. Holsinger. 6. A request from the Limestone Church,

Washington County, Tennessee, to settle difficulties. The fol-

lowing brethren were appointed on the committee: Peter Crum-
packer, Abraham Neft, and B. F. Moomaw. 7. For Elkhart Valley
congregation, for the same purpose. Jacob Berkey, C. Wenger,
Jacob Miller, of Portage, D. B. Stutsman, and A. Whitmore.

Art. 39. Requests for the Annual Meeting: 1. A request from
the brethren in northern Ohio for the Annual Meeting in 1872.

2. A request from the brethren in the Elklick Church, Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, for the Annual Meeting in 1873. 3. A re-
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quest from northern Indiana for the Annual Meeting of 1874.

There being but one request for the Annual Meeting in 1872,

and that from the brethren in northern Ohio, the meeting will

be held, the Lord willing, at the usual time, with the brethren in

that part of the brotherhood. Information in regard to the place

at which it will be held, and other particulars, will be given in due

time.

Bro. Christian Custer, of Philadelphia, was appointed to con-

fer with the railroad companies in regard to obtaining half-fare

privileges.

The meeting closed as it commenced, with devotional exer-

cises; and after thanking the Lord for the pleasant season of

Christian fellowship which many oh his children enjoyed, and

after commending ourselves to the protection of his providence

tl
-m ti u: ,,,-mmI a In's grace, the brethren and sisters separated with

mingled feelings of joy and sorrow, produced by the reflections

awakened by the occasion.
_

Standing committee and officers: John Zug, Moses Miller,

John Wise, D. P. Sayler, David Long, Peter Crumpacker, Solo-

mon Garber, Martin Cossner, David Derrick, F. W. Dove, D. J.

Peck, J. P. Ebersole, H. D. Davy, J. Miller, Jacob Karns, George

Hoover, D. Fry, John Metzger, John Harshey, Benjamin Beeghly,

and James Quinter.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1872.

Wayne County, Ohio.

On Monday a large number of elders collected, according to

previous arrangement, and conferred with one another upon the

subject they met to consider.

On Tuesday morning the general council-meeting was opened

in the ordinary manner, by devotional exercises, and the reading

of the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.

In opening and examining the papers presented to the council,

it was ascertained that the following subjects were sent to the

meeting to be considered. Accordingly they were considered in

the fear of the Lord, and decided as herein stated:

Article 1. Has the church a right to pass resolutions and de-

cisions, and enforce them to the expulsion of members from the

body, without thus saith the positive law of the Lord?

Answer: The church shall not expel any member without gos-

pel authority.
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Art. 2. A request to reconsider Art. 20, of Annual Meeting
of 1870. There was a reconsideration of the article referred to,

and the answer of 1870 was renewed, and ordered to be put on the
present minutes. It is as follows: "This Annual Meeting renews
its disapprobation of the use of tobacco, and especially at the time
and in the place of divine worship, and believes it should be classed
with other vain and useless things."

Art. 3. Are members justifiable in refusing- to commune with
bishops of any other churches who tolerate pride in their churches,
when the Annual Meeting makes it their duty to enforce plain-
ness?

Answer: Not until it is understood that the elders who are
said to have tolerated the evil alluded to have been admonished
and labored with, to get them in order.

Art. 4. Has the church the right to enforce her decisions

according to Matthew 18, in matters where the gospel is silent?

Answer: There may be evils of sufficient magnitude to require
a resort to the extreme of the course we are directed to pursue
in Matt. 18, though these evils for which members are dealt with
may not be specified in the gospel, but at the same time are clearly
violations of the principles of the gospel.

Art. 5. Is the gospel a perfect law to govern the church in

all things necessary to salvation?

Answer: It is.

Art. 6. What is the ancient and established order of the
brethren, when elders are called to labor in another arm of the
church? Are they to be taken in the private council with the la-

boring brethren of that church, or not?

Answer: They may be taken into the private council.

Art. 7. Is it according to the order of the brethem in private
council that there be a unanimous consent of the " official breth-
ren" concerning any matter before it can come before the church?

Answer: The official brethren should not bring a matter be-
fore the church, if they are divided, until they have called the as-
sistance of bishops of adjoining districts.

Art. 8. Can the church tolerate a member in the body that

is a member of 'the society or order called Grange or Patrons
of Husbandry?

Answer: No brother or sister should have any thing to do with
such an order, it being a secret-bound, and from appearance, a
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political association; and members who have united with it, and
persist in it, should be dealt with as transgressors. (See Minutes

of the Annual Meeting of 1870.)

Art. 9. Is it right, according to the gospel and rides of the

brethren, for one arm of the church to delegate to another arm

the power of restoring back to the church a member who had

formerly been disowned by the arm first named above?

Answer: It has the power, by sending the charge with the

testimony, in connection with the testimony where the member
resides.

Art. 10. Does this district understand the Annual Meeting

to mean that we should dispose of our likenesses entirely when

it advises us to put them away? (See Minutes of 1869, Art. 21.)

Answer: This Annual Meeting understands
_

the phrase "put
them away" to mean to put them out of public sight.

Art. 11. What is to be done with a district of the church

that tolerates its members in taking illegal interest for money

loaned, after the Annual Meeting has decided again and again

that it is wrong to do so?

Answer: This Annual Meeting thinks that that church should

be visited by the elders of the adjoining churches, to set m order

the things that are wanting.

Art. 12. Is it according to the gospel, and the order of the

brethren, for members of the church to teach instrumental music

in public schools, or elsewhere? We desire the dear brethren,

assembled in district-meeting, to give us an answer on this sub-

ject.

Answer: Whereas, we know of no direct Scripture on the

subject, we can only give our advice on the query. And as we be-

lieve instrumental music to be of the world, and not of the true

church of God, we think members had better not engage in teach-

ing it. But we submit our answer to the Annual Meeting. This

Annual Meeting confirms this answer.

Art. 13. Whereas, the Annual Meeting of 1866, in organiz-

ing district-meetings, says: "The district-meetings shall endeavor

to settle all questions of a local character"; and, whereas, it

is known that questions of such a character have been settled,

according to truth and justice, by individual churches, aided by

elders called by the church. Yet there are always some mem-
bers who are dissatisfied, and appeal to the Annual Meeting for

committees from abroad, at heavy expenses, etc., which are no

more competent of deciding correctly than are the elders m the
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district in which the cases occur; therefore the district of eastern
Maryland petitions the Annual Meeting to authorize the several

district-meetings to settle all questions and cases arising among
them, not of a doctrinal character.

The Annual Meeting postponed this question.

Art. 14. Will the Annual Meeting confirm or reject the an-
swer formed by the standing committee to Art. 7, of the minutes
of 1871?

Answer: This Annual Meeting confirms said answer.

Art. IS. Can brethren in the ministry, who have fallen into
the gross crimes mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor. 5, ever be restored
to their office? And if they can, in what way shall it be done?

Answer: We think they may. under some circumstances, and
the church having to act should judge whether such circumstances
exist. But we think it should be, by the unanimous consent of
the church, and in the presence of at least three elders. But there
are some cases so grievous that we can not receive them into their
office.

Art. 16. Will not this meeting urge a change in holding our
Annual Meeting, as the present system is very unsatisfactory?
A reconsideration of Art. '4, of the last Annual Meeting, is de-
sired.

Answer: This Annual Meeting readopts the answer of Art.
4, 1871.

Art. 17. The following resolution contains the decision of the
meeting upon the subject of feet-washing: Make no change what-
ever in the mode and practice of feet-washing, and stop the fur-
ther agitation of the subject.

Art. 18. Whereas, both the new English hymn-book, and
also the German, are not used in some few of the churches of our
brotherhood; and, whereas, the use of the two books, the old
and the new, causes at times considerable inconvenience, and for
this and other reasons it is desirable that but one book should
be used in our churches; and, whereas, the reason given by some
brethren for not introducing the new book, is that the Annual
Meeting has never given them its sanction; and, whereas, the
English book had, before its publication, been presented to the
Annual Meeting for an expression of its judgment Upon the char-

acter of the work, but for want of time no expression was given*
and, whereas, the new books, both the English and the German,
have now been before the brotherhood for some time, and have
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given general satisfaction; therefore, resolved, that this Annual

Meeting give the new books its sanction, and liberty to all the

members of the churches to use them.

Art. 19. Resolved, that the request of John Dennis and his

brethren, of the State of Maine, in regard to a ministering brother

being sent to them, to preach the gospel and make known to

them the order of the brethren, should not be slighted, but

prayerfully considered by the Annual Meeting, and measures

adopted to carry the same into effect.

Answer: We think the minutes of 1860 and 1868 give the
church ample liberty to make arrangements to meet the case
above alluded to; we therefore refer the subject to the district-

meeting from which it came.

Art. 20. We desire the Annual Meeting to correct the min-

utes of last year, Art. 5, so as to read: "Is it right for a brother

to swear his life against a man for any cause," instead of, " Swear

his life against a brother."

Answer: We adopt the correction.

Art. 21. Will this meeting allow brethren, and especially min-

istering brethren, to engage in the banking business?

Answer: Not advisable for brethren to engage in such busi-

ness. (See Matt. 6: 3.)

Art. 22. We desire the Annual Meeting to reconsider Art. 3,

of the minutes of 1844, and if the present answer may be adopted,

then what shall be done with a brother who violates the decision?

The query above alluded to, with the answer, are as follows:

Whether a brother may go to the legislative assembly, as a

representative of the people, agreeably with the gospel?

" Considered, that though we look upon the higher powers of

the world as being of God, for the protection of the pious, etc.,

and desire to be thankful to God for the benefit we enjoy under
our government, and feel it our duty to pray fervently and daily
for the same, we can not see how a follower of the meek and low-
ly Savior can seek and accept an office of this kind consistently
with the gospel which he professeth. (See Matt. 20: 25-28; Mark
10: 42-46; Luke 22: 25; John 17: 16, etc.") The query was recon-
sidered, and the following answer given by this meeting: Answer:
We readopt the answer to the minutes alluded to, and consider
that any brother who suffers himself to be elected to such office

as that named, and to serve in it, can not be retained as a member
of the church.

Art. 23. Which is the most in accordance with the gospel,

. 20
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and example of Jesus and his disciples, to close our love-feasts

in the evening with singing or with prayer?

Answer: This meeting thinks singing last is most in accord-
ance with the gospel.

Art. 24. Requests for committees to visit churches, to set-

tle difficulties, and which were granted: 1. A committee to the
Shanesville Church, Tuscarawas County, Ohio, John P. Ebersole,
Samuel Mohler, and Daniel Brower. 2. For the Donnel's Creek
Church, Clarke Count}-, Ohio, John Wise, John Metzger, Joseph
Hendricks, Hiel Hamilton, and R. H. Miller. 3. For the Beaver
Dam Church, Frederick County, Maryland, Moses Miller, Daniel
Keller, and Jacob Price. 4. For the Beaver Creek Church, Wash-
ington County, Maryland, D. P. Sayler, Jacob Price, and Joseph
Rohrer. 5. For the Spring River Church, Jasper County, Mis-
souri; also, for the Cedar Creek Church, Cedar County, Missouri,
and perhaps for other churches, William Gish, Christian Holler,
Isaac Harshey, John Harshey, and Enoch Eby. 6. For the Salem
Church, Montgomery County, Ohio, Samuel Mohler, Isaac Miller,
and Samuel Garber. 7. For the church on the north branch of the
Wild Cat, Indiana, H. D. Davy, John Wise, and Joseph McCarty.
8. For the Chique's Creek Church, Lancaster County, Pennsyl-
vania, and the Indian Creek Church, Montgomery County, Penn-
sylvania, D. P. Sayler, Joseph Hanawalt, J. G. Gluck, Daniel Kel-
ler, and Samuel Lehman. 9. For the Chippeway Church, Wayne
County, Ohio, Joseph Rittenhouse, Jacob Garver, Conrod Kayler.
10. For the St. Joseph Church, St. Joseph County, Indiana; Bloom-
ingdale Church, Michigan; Elkhart Valley Church, Indiana;
Solomon's Creek Church, Indiana; Antioch Church, Indiana; and
the Salamony Church, Indiana, D. P. Sayler, J. Wise, H. D. Davy,
C. Long, B. F. Moomaw, J. Quinter, and Daniel Brower. 11. For
Hurricane Church, Bond County, Illinois, Joseph Hendricks, Da-
vid Wolf, Daniel Nehr. 12. For the Silver Creek Church, Ogle
County, Illinois, John Metzger, Enoch Eby, and Samuel Lehman.
13. For the Owl Creek Church, Knox County, Ohio, Samuel Moh-
ler, James Quinter, David Long, A. Flory, ami Daniel Brower.
14. For Fall Creek Church, Highland County, Ohio, II. D. Davy,
J. Quinter, and J. France.

Art. 25.. Requests for the Annual Meeting: 1. The Elk Lick
congregation, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, renews its appli-
cation for the Annual Meeting in 1873. 2. A request for the An-
nual Meeting in southern Illinois in 1874.

As there was but one request for the Annual Meeting in 1873,
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that from Somerset County, Pennsylvania, the Annual Meeting

of 1873 will be held, the Lord willing, at the usual time, com-
mencing on the first Tuesday after Whitsunday, with the breth-

ren of the Elk Lick Church, Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

All the needful information concerning the place, etc., will be

given in due time.

The following brethren were appointed to correspond with the

railroad companies, to obtain half-fare rates for going to the

meeting: John Beeghly, of Illinois, G. Whitwer, of Missouri, and

Jesse Calvert, of Indiana, for the railroad west of Pittsburg; and

H. R. Holsinger for the Pittsburg, Baltimore and Washington
railroad.

After singing, exhortation, and prayer, the meeting adjourned.

Standing committee and officers: H. D. Davy, Jacob Carver,

John Brown, D. B. Sturgis, Jacob Metzger, R. H. Miller, Samuel
Lehman, John Metzger, E. K. Beeghly, Christian Long, Daniel

Zook, William Gish, Samuel Mohler, A. Malsbce, Ab. Naff, Solo-

mon Garber, Martin Cosner, D. Long, D. P. Sayler, Jacob Riner,

Jos. Hanawalt, J. Wise, and J. Quinter.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1873.

Meyers dale, Pa.

On Monday, June 2d, the standing committee met and or-

ganized, and prepared a considerable amount of business for the

General Council.

On Tuesday morning the general council-meeting was opened

in the ordinary manner by devotional exercises, and the reading

of the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.

The following queries were presented by the delegates from
the several districts, and were considered in the fear of the Lord
and were decided as herein stated:

Article 1. Is it consistent for brethren to have their lives

insured? and how shall we proceed with those brethren who have

their lives insured?

Answer: It is inconsistent for brethren to do so.

Art. 2. What Scripture shall we name as an answer to the

following question: How shall those officers among us be installed,

whose duty it is to serve tables and to attend to the wants and ne-

cessities of the poor members?

Answer: Inasmuch as it is not certain that the seven per-
sons on whom hands were laid (Acts 6: 6) are to perform the pre-
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cise work that our visiting brethren are to do, and if they were not

then the manner of installation may differ, and the manner of in-

stalling' our visiting brethren may be sought for in the general prin-

ciples of the gospel, and not in any one passage, and so the an-
swer of our brethren may be given.

Art. 3. Is it not sufficient, and according to the gospel, to

ask the candidate for baptism, while in the water, the only ques-

tion, Dost thou believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God? in-

stead of using the words of the formula, found in the minutes of

1858, Art 41?

Answer: We think one question is not sufficient, and therefore
make no change in our present practice.

Art. 4. Whereas, there is a difference of practice among the

brethren, in proceeding with members who trespass in congrega-

tions in which they have not their membership, some trying the

case in the congregation where the trespass was committed, while

others would try it in the congregation where they live. Will

not this meeting say where the offense shall be tried, and thereby

establish a uniform practice in the brotherhood?

Answer: The offender should be tried in the congregation
in which the offense was committed.

Art. 5. Is it right to gather or boil sugar-water on the Sab-

bath or Lord's-day?

Answer: It is not right to do so.

Art. 6. We request district-meetings and the Annual Meet-

ing to decide that no report of the proceedings of our Annual
Meetings, further than that the queries and answers thereto, be pub-

lished.

Answer: We decide that a synopsis of the reasons given as a
basis for decision, may be given, but no names of speakers be
used, and that the publishers shall be responsible to the Annual
Meeting for their report.

Art. 7. Whereas, the
Ci
Christian Family Companion " and

" Pilgrim ' have published articles with reference to decisions of

questions of Annual Meetings, differing from the. sentiment con-

tained in said decisions; and, also, communications from others,

even from those who are not members of the church, and even

from expelled members, reflecting seriously upon the character of

the Annual Meeting-; therefore, resolved, that the editors of said

periodicals be required to make acknowledgment of their offense,

and to promise to be more guarded in the future in this respect.
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The acknowledgment was made, and the promise given.

Art 8. Whereas, Bro. H. R. Hol'singer has committed great

offense to the brethren at our present Annual Meeting by pur-

suing the course he has. When complaints had been presented

from various places or districts in the brotherhood of the lan-

guage he used in his paper, and when a humble and meek explana-

tion was expected by the brethren, he, before the whole congre-

gation, made assertions and insinuations which grieved the breth-

ren more than his previous offenses, and to the dishonor of the

brotherhood. 1. The spirit that he, as a minister of the gospel,

manifested, we consider altogether contrary to the gospel, and

the profession and character of our brotherhood. 2. He declared

that a brother, and the connection in which he made the remark

showed that it was a brother of some eminence, would suppress

the printing of the Bible. With no testimony before him war-

ranting him to make such a declaration, we consider the charge

a dishonor to the brotherhood. 3. In speaking against a brother,

in warm and strong language, and in alluding to the business that

had been done in the morning, which business pertained to a point

which had given the brethren much trouble, but which was ap-

parently settled quite as satisfactorily as could have been ex-

pected, and when we felt pleasantly over it, he said, alluding es-

pecially to the elders, " They were asked to give the words of

the Lord, and refused to do so." .We consider this remark, in

the connection in which it was used, injurious to the influence of

the elders. 4. In saying that one of the brethren used sophistry

in his speech, we consider a greater violation of Christian cour-

tesy and brotherly love. 5. In declaring that he would never sub-

mit to a certain restraint that was under consideration, he plainly

showed a spirit of disobedience and insubordination to the church.

The offenses alluded to in the foregoing were by no means con-

fined to the elders or standing committee, but they were very

extensive in the congregation. The impropriety of the unchris-

tian course pursued, grieved a large number of members, as their

strong feelings, expressed after the meeting closed, plainly indi-

cated. Now, in view of the foregoing considerations, we require

a very humble acknowledgment of Bro. H. R. Holsinger, for his

offenses, and an assurance that his course in the future shall be

more respectful to the church and elders, and more in accordance

with the meekness and brotherly love inculcated in the gospel.

An acknowledgment was made and the assurance given.
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Art. 9. Is it according to the gospel, or is it conforming to

the world, when brethren subscribe for railroad stock?

Answer: We know of no direct Scripture forbidding it; but
inasmuch as it brings us into associations in which we are liable
to violate our Christian principles, we wrould advise brethren not
to engage in it.

Art. 10. Is it according to the Scripture, and the order of the

brotherhood, to have two or more housekeepers in the same
church, at the same time?

Answer: It is in accordance with the order of the brotherhood,
and also in accordance with the spirit of the gospel. (See Titus
1: 5; 2 Tim. 2: 2.)

Art. 11. As the Annual Meeting has given the liberty to hold

Sabbath-schools, if held according to the gospel, this district-

meeting tli inks the Annual Meeting should give the order for hold-

ing Sabbath-schools.

Answer: This query is answered in, or designed to be
answered in, the answer to -Art. 14, of the minutes of 1868. And
in addition to said answer, we would say that our Sabbath-schools
should be held, as all our meetings should be held, to the glory
of God. (1 Cor. 10: 31.) And as the object of our Sabbath-school
is to teach children Christianity, Sabbath-school teachers should ob-
serve the directions given by Fail] to parents, in which he admon-
ishes us to bring up our children in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord. Eph. 6: 4.

Art. 12. This district-meeting requests the Annual Meeting of

1873 to reconsider Art. 15, of the minutes of 1868, touching the

propriety of brethren going on stands to preach.

Answer: Let this matter rest as it now is.

Art. 13. This district-meeting requests the Annual Meeting
to reconsider Art 19, of the minutes of 1858, concerning the man-
ner of advancing brethren in the ministry, from the first to the

second degree.

Answer: We consider the order given in Art. 19, of the min-
utes of 1858, the proper order.

Art. 14. When churches or individuals call for committees,

shall the party calling for the committee pay the expenses of said

committee, or shall the committee say which party shall pay the

expenses?

Answer: We think the committee shall say who shall pay the
expenses.
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Art. 15. Is it agreeable with the gospel, or the old order of

the brethren, for members to have musical instruments in their

houses, such as organs or a fiddle, for their amusement, or for the

amusement of the young people, and to play on them on the

Lord's-day, after they return from worship?

Answer: We think it unauthorized by the gospel, and clearly

opposed to the order of the old brethren, and the doctrine of self-

denial, and not calculated to promote vital Christianity.

Art. 16. Will this district-meeting petition the Annual Meet-
ing to grant the right to districts, at their meetings, to appoint,

if necessary, committees to investigate and settle difficulties that

may exist within the bounds of the district, and such selections

to be made of brethren residing within the limits of the district

in which such difficulties may exist except in cases in which a ma-

jority of the churches composing a district are involved?

Ans'ivr \y,._ thin I: it best to make no change from our pres-
ent practice in selecting committees.

Art. 17. Since the district-meeting of middle Indiana, last

year, had under consideration the orphan's home, or a home for

orphan children, and expressed itself favorable, but laid it over

for further consideration, will not this meeting take into con-

sideration the propriety of erecting a home for orphan children,

and members who are a church charge?

Answer: This Annual Meeting does not see the propriety
of adopting such measures at present, but if the middle district

of Indiana desires to do so, we will not oppose it.

Art. 18. Is it right to put a brother into the office to serve

as deacon or minister that does not conform to the order of the

church, or allow them to serve in any church business at district

or Yearly Meetings? And would it not be best for brethren that

officiate where an election is going on to instruct the church not

to give their voice to any that do not conform to the order of the

church?

Answer: We advise brethren to be very careful in giving the
brethren power or office who will not conform to the order.

Art. 19. What is to be clone in case one of the members
of the church pleads guilty to the act of fornication, is it the duty

of the housekeeper of said church to take the voice of every mem-
ber present, whether such an one is only to be excommunicate

t

or put in avoidance, or is it the duty for such housekeeper to pht.

such a member into avoidance at once, according to 1 Cor. 5?
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Answer: We consider that an elder has no right to either

expel a member from the church, or to put him in avoidance,
without the counsel of the church.

Art. 20. Do the brethren not think it proper to exert their

influence against the admission into the church of the new hymn-
book with notes?

Answer: We advise all districts of churches to keep them out
of the church in public worship.

Art. 21. Inasmuch as ofttimes the innocent party must call

for a committee and bear all expenses, would it not be more just

for the committee to decide who is to pay the expenses?

Answer: We think the committee is to decide.

Art. 22. A man who was living in adultery, after making
a full statement of his standing to the brethren, was received in-

to the church and afterward received a letter of full membership
from said church and moved into another district of the church,

and this church rejected him by the decision of the Annual Meet-

ing of 1850, Art. 12; Would it be according to the gospel, and de-

cisions of the Annual Meeting, for the brethren that received him
into the church to make acknowledgment to the man also, or only

to the church?

Answer: We consider that the brethren who received him
should make acknowledgment to the church, and also to the man,
if he shall ask it, and give him a reason for receiving him.

Art. 23. Inasmuch as Art. 11, of 1872, is not heeded,, will not

the Annual Meeting devise some plan to have it enforced through-
out the whole brotherhood?

Answer: In case a church permits its members to take il-

legal interest in opposition to the decision of the Annual Meeting
of 1872, Art. 11, the aggrieved members may apply to the Annual
Meeting for a committee.

Art. 24. Inasmuch as there are constant additions to the

church and to the ministry of young brethren who are desirous

to learn the proceedings of our Annual Meetings, would it not
be advisable to publish, in pamphlet form, all the minutes of An-
nual Meeting since the last date of those contained in the Encyclo-

pedia, including also those not published in this Encyclopedia,
previous to said date, and have said pamphlet arranged so as to

admit subsequent minutes?

Answer: We think it best to defer this question.
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Art. 25. Is it right for the brethren to solemnize marriages

in cases where parties are divorced and second parties yet living?

Answer: No.

Art. 26. Inasmuch as there are differences of opinion among

the brethren as to the nature of offenses that should be settled

between the parties immediately concerned, or that may be brought

directly to the church, it is desired that this meeting define this

subject more clearly, so as to bring about more unanimity of

opinion and action.

Answer: All offenses that are strictly against a brother or

sister should be settled according to Matt. 18, but such as are of

a general nature, affecting the whole body, said body must be

concerned in settling of its own accounts. In case a brother neglects

or refuses to go according to Matt. 18, then the church should

send brethren to investigate, and report to the church as directed

in Matt. 18.

Art. 27. Is it according to the gospel for council districts to se-

lect brethren from among their ministers and send them to preach

the gospel in places where there are no ministering brethren, and

where people desire the brethren to preach, and to pay the trav-

eling expenses of such brethren?

Answer: It is according to the gospel, and the decisions of

the Annual Meeting. (See Minutes of 1868, Art. 21.)

Art. 28. Requests for committees to visit churches to -settle

difficulties, and which were granted: 1. Inasmuch as the elder of

the Spring Creek Church, in Lebanon County, Pennsylvania,

called for assistance to settle difficulties in said church, we grant

them the following committee: D. Gerlach, C. Bombarger, and

Samuel Harley, of Ephrata. 2. A request from the Upper Deer

Creek Church, Cass County, Indiana. The request was granted,

and the following brethren were selected: Joseph McCarty, John

E. Shively, and Gotleib Keller. 3. A request for a committee to

go to Indian Creek Church, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.

The request was granted, and the following brethren were ap-

pointed: Moses Miller, D. P. Sayler, Daniel Keller, J. G. Clock,

and Jacob Price. 4. A committee to Salamony and Antioch

churches, Huntington County, Indiana, consisting of H. D. Davy,

Daniel Brower, and John Wise. 5. A request for a committee to

go to Astoria Church, Fulton County, Illinois. The request was

granted, and the following brethren were appointed: H. D. Davy,

R. H. Miller, John Metzger, and E. Eby. 6. A request from the

Yellow Creek Church, Bedford County, Pennsylvania. Request
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granted, and the following brethren were appointed: Isaac Myers,
Jacob Price, and J. G. Glock. 7. A request from the Black River
congregation, Van Bnrcn County, Michigan, for a committee. The
request was granted, and the following brethren were appointed:
Jacob Berkey, H. D. Davy, and D. B. Sturgis. 8. A request from
the Waterloo Church to settle difficulties. The request was grant-

ed, and the following brethren were appointed: Henry Strickler,

Peter Forney, A. Stamy, and Thomas Snyder.

Art. 29. The request for the Annual Meeting in southern Il-

linois, in 1874, was renewed and granted. Consequently the next
Annual Meeting, the Lord willing, will be held in Macoupin Coun-
ty, Illinois, at the house of Bro. Joseph Filbrun, on the railroad

from Chicago to Springfield and St. Louis, and between Virclen

and Giranl.

The following brethren were appointed to correspond with
the railroad companies to obtain half-fare rates for going to the
meeting: Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, D. P. Sayler; Pittsburg, Ft.

Wayne & Chicago, and Pittsburg, Cincinnati & St. Louis Rail-
"
(i ^d. Ii. D. Davy; Ohio & Mississippi John Beeghly; Chesapeake
& Ohio, J. S. Flory; Pennsylvania Central, H. R. Holsinger. Fur-
ther information will be given in due time.

A resolution was passed, thanking the railroad companies that

had granted excursion rates to persons attending the meeting-.

After singing, exhortation, and prayer, the meeting closed.

Standing committee and officers: Henry Garst, B. F. Moomaw,
S. Garver, M. Cossner, D. P. Sayler, D. Long, David Gerlach,
Jacob Price, John Wise, II. D. Davy, John Brillhart, Jacob Garver,
D. B. Sturgis, John Baker, Joseph McCarty, F. Eby, John Metzger,
Henry Strickler, R. Badger, C. Haracler, and J. Ouinter.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1874.

Macoupin County, 111.

The standing committee met on Monday and organized. On
Tuesday morning the meeting was opened in the usual manner,
by devotional exercises, and the reading of the fifteenth chapter
of Acts. The delegates then, from the different districts, as they
were called, presented the queries committed to them, and they
were considered in the fear of the Lord, and answered as herein
stated:

Article 1. As Art. 6, of the Annual Meeting of 1873, allows on-
ly the publishing of a

u
synopsis of the reasons given as a basis
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for decision, but no names of speakers," will not this Annual Meet-

ing allow the publishing of a full report of the proceedings of the

Annual Meeting, together with the names of the speakers?

Answer: We make no change.

Art. 2. Inasmuch as the public mind is awakened on the sub-

ject of peace, both among nations and societies, should not the

church at large take notice of "the signs of the times," and teach

more earnestly at this time this cardinal doctrine of Christ and

the church?

Answer: We think the church should do so.

Art. 3. The eastern district of Maryland humbly asks the

Annual Meeting to pass Art, 24, of the minutes of 1873, and ap-

point a committee to attend to said business.

Answer: The request is granted.

Art. 4. A brother, holding the office of a deacon in the church,

and is nominated for the office of county commissioner, and ac-

cepts of the nomination, the church then takes his office from him.

Does the coming district and Annual Meetings decide and deter-

mine that the gospel also demands and requires that the church de-

prive the brother from the privilege of communing, or in other

words, of partaking of the emblems of the broken body of the Lord?

If so, let the gospel authority be produced.

Answer: The church is justified, according to the gospel, and

the order of the brethren, in prohibiting such a brother from the

communion; and any brother who will contend publicly or private-

ly, that it is not wrong for a Christian to hold the office of county

commissioner should be admonished in love to do so no more,

and if he does, the church should deal with him according to

Matt. 18. (See Romans 16: 7, 18; 2 Thess. 3: 14, 15; Matt 6: 24;

Brethren's Encyclopedia, page 23; Minutes of 1778 and 1779; and

first page, Minutes of 1797;' also page 110, Minutes of 1822, Art.

6; also "Minutes of 1861, Art. 3.)

Art. 5. Since is it fashionable for the world to wear the mus-

tache, the brethren are adopting it and claim for it liberty of con-

science, saying that it is good for the eyes, are brethren compelled

to salute such if they can not do it without doing violence to their

conscience?

Answer: Brethren should never wear a mustache only, or

fashionable beard, according to the fashion of the world; and if

they do, they will fall into the council of the church.

Art. 6. Inasmuch as the answer to Art. 21, of the minutes



316 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1874

of 1872, in reference to brethren engaging in the banking busi-

ness is considered indefinite, and as some take advantage of this

circumstance and do engage in the business, will not this district-

meeting request the Annual Meeting to reconsider said query,

and give a more positive answer? We agree to ask the Annual
Meeting for a reconsideration of said query.

Answer: We, according to the above request, are willing to

reconsider the query alluded to; but we do not see our way clear
to make any decision more positive than we have already made.
But we would admonish brethren to be very careful in engaging
in all kinds of business, and especially in business done by incor-
porated bodies, such as railroad and banking companies, since by
so doing they may be brought into dangerous associations with
ungodly men.

Art. 7. This district-meeting petitions the Annual Meeting
to grant to district-meetings the privilege of sending to the An-
nual Meeting queries and petitions that may originate during their

sessions.

Answer: Considered best not to grant the right to do so.

Art. 8. Would it not be proper for the Annual Meeting to

adopt a form, to be used by the elders installing a brother into

the first and second degrees of the ministry, so that all minisers

would be installed in office by a uniform charge, as is done in re-

gard to installing deacons? Art. 4, in the minutes of 1835.

Answer: The elder installing a brother into the first degree
of the ministry, should give the following charge: The duties of
the brother elected, while in the first degree of the ministry, are
not very onerous. The church authorizes him to exhort and to

preach as an assistant to the elder and older ministers, as they
may give him liberty to do. It is his duty, however, faithfully to
attend the meetings of the church, and when liberty is given, to
exhort or preach, and do it humbly, and willingly, and faithfully,

as the Lord will afford him grace to do. But should it happen that
none of the older ministering brethren should come to the regular ap-
pointment, then it will be his duty, and he is hereby authorized,
to conduct the meeting according to the usual order of the breth-
ren, to the best of his ability, and to announce the regular ap-
pointments; but he has no authority to make or announce any ap-
pointments on his own or private account. In case, however, he
is called to preach on a funeral occasion, he is at liberty, and is

hereby authorized, to go and conduct the services according to
the usual order of the brethren. And it is thought good that the
elder and older ministering brethren should be liberal in giving
him liberty to preach, and not always confine him to the closing
services, or he may not soon learn how to be a ' workman approved
of God, that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.' The brother's name should now be announced, and he
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should be called to come forward, and asked, before all, to promise to

conform to the general order of the brotherhood in dress and all

matters of non-conformity to the world, whether he accepts the

position into which the church proposes to place him, and whether

he will so submit himself; and if he answers m the affirmative, the

brethren will receive him with the right hand of fellowship and

kiss of charity, and the sisters with the right hand of fellowship

only. And to advance a brother into the second ^degree of the

ministry, the elder giving the charge, may say: " Dear brother

[calling his name], the church having called you Into the first

degree of the ministry, and on trial has confidence in your fidelity

and integrity, now proposes to advance you into the second de-

gree, and thereby your labors will be increased and your duties

will become more onerous, and will require a greater sacrifice on

your part. The church now authorizes you to appoint meetings

for preaching, according to the general order of the brethren, to

administer the ordinance of baptism, and, in the absence of an

elder, to take the counsel of the church on the admission of an

applicant for baptism, to serve the communion in the absence of

an elder, or at his or their request, if present, to solemnize the

rite of marriage according to the laws of the state and the usages

of the church. In brief, to perform all the duties of an ordained

elder, excepting you have no authority to install officers in the

church, neither" by giving a charge, as I am now doing, nor. by

laying on hands in ordaining a brother into the full degree of

the ministry. You have also no authority to preside in the coun-

cil-meetings of the church in which official members of the

church are to be dealt with. You have no authority to go into the

acknowledged territory of any organized church to make appoint-

ments for preaching, unless called by the elder or council of said

church. It is an assumption of authority for an ordained elder

to do so. But let it be understood that while the church now in-

vests you with these rights and privileges, she still holds you to

the apostolic injunction: 'Ye younger, submit yourselves unto

the elder; yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed

with humility; for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to

the humb 1 e
'

( 1 P eter 5 : 5 ) , aml will hold y u am e n ab 1 e to h e r eo un -

cils; and if you manifest an arbitrary self-will and domineering

spirit, the same authority which now gives you these privileges,

will, if need requires it, suspend you, and take from you all the au-

authority she now gives you." The brother should rise on his

feet, and be asked to promise to conform to the general order of

the 'brotherhood in dress and all matters of non-conformity to

the world, and whether he accepts this position, and whether he

will submit himself; and if he answers in the affirmative, the

church should again receive him, as at first, with hand and kiss.

Art. 9, Is it wrong for brethren to organize a class for sing-

ing purposes, and have it taught in their meeting-houses, if it is

done in good order?

Answer: It is not wrong, if the church is willing.

Art. 10. Inasmuch as the brethren, when assembled in An-
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nual Council in the year 1831, decided it not to be advisable for

a brother to have his son educated in a college; "inasmuch," they
say, ' as experience has taught us that such very seldom will come
back afterward to the humble ways of the Lord," what will this

district-meeting and our Annual Meeting say when a combination
of brethren are trying to get Up a high school for the more thor-
ough education of the brethren's children, and term it the " Breth-
ren's School "

?

Answer: Referred to the minutes of the Annual Meeting of
1858, Art. 51.- Rut die brethren shall not call the school the

' Brethren's School," or by any other name that would involve
the general brotherhood.

Art. 11. Will the Annual Meeting state what relations are
meant by " nearest relations," in the minutes of the Annual Meet-
ing of 1838, Art. 8?

Answer: By "nearest relations," is meant father and mother,
brother and sister, son and daughter, and husband or wife of the
accused.

Art. 12. Would it not be better, and nearer the gospel and our
profession, to have no stand and platform elevated at the place
of holding our Annual Meeting, for the committee brethren and
others of the meeting to sit and stand upon during the time of
council?

Answer: It is best to have no stand or platform in the Annual
Council.

Art. 13. The district-meeting of the middle district of Iowa,
does sincerely ask the Annual Meeting of 1874- to prayerfully con-
sider the propriety of making a change in the manner of holding
our Annual Meeting.

Answer: We do not consider it necessary to make any fur-
ther change from the plan adopted by the Annual Meeting of 1868,
than what has been already made; but we are deeply impressed,
from our experience with the present meeting, of the propriety
of adhering strictly to the order established at the Annual Meeting
above referred to, and we urge upon the churches holding the An-
nual Meeting, to hold it according to the order alluded to. And
we want it further understood, that there shall be no provisions
made for boarding at the meeting until Monday, the day before
the commencement of the council.

Art. 14. Inasmuch as many brethren and sisters are aggrieved
at the statements made by Bro. D. P. Sayler, in the " Gospel Vis-
itor," Vol. 22, No. 10, page 293, first column, commencing eighteen
lines from the top, should he not make a public acknowledgment?
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Answer: As Bro. Sayler's views of the passage of Scripture,

in relation to which the objectionable sentiments were advanced,

was given as his individual sentiment, and not the sentimern of

the brotherhood; and as the church has not expressed its view

of the passage, we think it premature to ask him to make public

satisfaction.

Art. 15. Will this district-meeting ask the Annual Meeting

to decide that when a committee is sent by the Annual Meeting

into any district to settle difficulties, and elders or other members

are involved, more or less, in the trouble to be settled, and who

live in adjoining or other districts, that it may have the right to

call such into the district into which the committee is called, and

there settle the difficulties of those called? Or, should the com-

mittee go into the district and there hear and decide the case,

that a final settlement of the trouble may be effected?

Answer: All committees may have the power asked for in

the query, to call for such persons as are alluded to.

Art. 16. Inasmuch as the Savior says, " In secret have I

said nothing," will the. Annual Meeting decide that the churches

may ask the applicant for baptism all the questions in the presence

of the whole congregation?

Answer: We think it best to make no general change from
the order given in the minutes of 1848; neither do we think it nec-

essary to make any change to meet the case of the question, since

in the order of 1848, above alluded to, it is not said whether the

questions shall be put publicly or privately, and so in particular

cases it may be done publicly. But when there is no necessity

of doing otherwise, let the questions, after the examination, be put

to the candidate before the church alone, as is the general prac-

tice of the brotherhood.

Art. 17. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting is favorable to the

holding of protracted meetings, what right have the bishops and

householders of certain districts of churches to limit such meet-

ings to a series not exceeding three in number?

Answer: They have the right, if the meetings are not con-

ducted in the order of the gospel and of the church.

Art. 18. Since the Macedonian call is heard from many places

over the land, and as the gospel says,
lt

go," and as the Annual

Meeting of 1868 has formed a plan, will not this Annual Meeting

of 1874 perfect the plan and carry it into effect?

Answer: We can not see how we can make a more perfect

plan than the one referred to in the query, but we request the

churches having such calls to make arrangements to carry out said

plan.
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Art. 19. Will not this district-meeting petition the Annual
Meeting of 1874 to reconsider Art. 4, of the minutes of the An-
nual Meeting of 1873?

Answer: Yes, and have the answer to read as follows: "A mem-
ber should be tried in the church where his membership is, except
where a member commits an offense in his church and changes his
membership before it is settled; he shall then go back "to the
church he left and be tried there." Confirmed by the Annual Meet-
ing upon a reconsideration of the query.

Art. 20. If a church is dissatisfied with members that go to
Sunday-school conventions, and pass a decision that members
shall not go to such places, and if they do go, that they must
make an acknowledgment for the same, can the church enforce
such decision without the sanction of the Annual Meeting?

Answer: We think it has the power.

Art. 21. As there is not a uniformity of practice among the
brethren in reference to saluting our colored members, will not
the brethren in Annual Council give us a decision that will enable
us to be one in practice, and not respecters of persons?

Answer: We think it best to make no change in this matter.

Art. 22. Is it consistent: with the gospel, or the order of the
brethren, to join the farmer's club, and even act as officers in the

same?

Answer: Not consistent with the gospel to unite with any
organized body of the world, and any member that will not aban-
don it, after being admonished so to do, shall be dealt with ac-
cording to Matt. 18.

Art. 23. Will this Annual Meeting purchase the tent now in

use by the brotherhood in holding the present meeting?

Answer: Considered not advisable to do so.

Art. 24. Would it be right to grant an expelled preacher, who
violated the counsel of the church, and still goes on preaching, a

committee, when all the members are opposed to a committee,
and if the church would grant a committee, under existing cir-

cumstances, and such a preacher would be found guilty, would it

be right for said brethren and sisters to pay the expenses?

Answer: No, and such preacher shall be required to provide a
sufficient amount to pay such expenses before a committee serve.

Art. 25. Whereas, the Annual Meeting of 1873, Art. 20, ad-
vises all the churches to keep the brethren's tune and hymn-book out
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of the churches in time of public worship, this district-council humbly
asks the Annual Meeting of 1874 to reconsider the said query,
and allow district churches, that wish to do so, to use them even
in public worship.

Answer: This Annual Meeting thinks it best, upon the recon-
sideration of said query, to let this subject remain as it was decid-
ed at the last Annual Meeting.

Art. 26. Inasmuch as the use of musical instruments among us
has caused considerable trouble, and as decisions of Annual Meet-
ing are differently construed, will this Annual Meeting, therefore,
give us such a decision that will fully authorize the different
branches of the church to keep them out of the brotherhood, and
get those out that are already among us?

Answer: The decision of the last Annual Meeting upon the
subject of musical instruments is readopted.

Art. 27. We desire the reconsideration of Art. 14, of the last

Annual Meeting. The query was, whether the committee should
not have, the right to say who should pay the expenses of called
committees, the one that called them, or the church in which the
difficulty existed; and it was decided that the committee should
have that authority.

Answer: We reaffirm the decision of the Annual Meeting of
last year in the reconsideration of said query.

Call for committees: 1. A request for a committee to visit

the White Oak Church, Brush Creek Church, Clear Creek Church,
and Fall Creek Church, in Highland and Adams counties, Ohio.
The following brethren were appointed: H. D. Davy, Samuel Moh-
ler, J. Wise, R. H. Miller, and D. Brower. 2. Request for a com-
mittee to visit the Newton Church in Miami County, Ohio. The
following committee were appointed: R. H. Miller, J. Wise, D.
Brower, Jos. N. Kauffman, and Daniel Bowman. 3. Request for
a committee to visit the church in Botetourt County, Virginia.
The following brethren were appointed: D. P. Sayler, H. D. Davy,
D. Long, C. G. Lint, and M. Miller. 4. Request for a committee
to visit the Washington Creek Church, Douglass County, Kan-
sas. The following brethren were appointed: John Hershey,
John Forney, and Jesse Studebaker. 5. Request for a committee
to visit the Deer Creek Church, Indiana. The following brethren
were appointed: R. H. Miller, Jesse Meyers, and Jacob Berkey.
6. Request for a committee to visit the North Manchester Church,
Indiana. The following brethren were appointed: H. D. Davy,

21
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R. H. Miller, John Wise, D. Brower, and D. B. Sturgis. 7. The

following brethren form the committee sent to California: H. D.

Davy, D. P. Sayler, and B. F. Moomaw, 8. The following breth-

ren form the committee to publish the minutes: H. D. Davy and

J. Quinter. 9. Request for a committee to go to St. Joseph

County, Indiana. The following brethren were appointed: H. D.

Davy, R. H.. Miller, and J. Metzger. 10. Request for a committee

to visit the Vermilion Church, in Livingston County, Illinois.

The following brethren were appointed: Jos. Hendricks, Enoch

Eby, and D. Fry. 11. Request for a committee to visit the In-

dian Creek Church, in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. The

following brethren were appointed: H. D. Davy, D. Long, D. Kel-

ler, D. Garlach, and C. G. Lint,

The following is the quota of each state district to defray the

expenses of the committee to California: Tennessee, $15; Virginia,

hrst district, $30, second district, $45, third district, $25; Mary-

land, eastern district, $30, western district, $30; Pennsylvania,

eastern district, $40, middle district, $35, western district, $40;

Ohio, northeastern district, $40, northwestern district, $30, south-

western district, $50; Indiana, northern district, $40, middle dis-

trict, $40, southern district, $40; Illinois, northern district, $10,

southern district, $5; Missouri, northern district, $5, southern dis-

trict, $10; Nebraska, $5; Kansas, $5; Michigan, $5. The collet

tions in Pennsylvania and Maryland will be remitted to D. P.

Sayler; those in Virginia and Tennessee to B. F. Moomaw; those

in the western states to H. D. Davy. The money should be col-

lected and remitted by the first of September.

Request for the Annual Meeting: There being no request for

the Annual Meeting in 1875, and there being a request from the Mi-

ami Valley Ohio, for the meeting in 1876, it is expected that the

next Annual Meeting will be in the Miami Valley, Ohio. The an-

nouncement will be made in due time.

The meeting closed by singing and prayer, the impression

prevailing that we had a pleasant meeting, and that the Lord was

with us.

Standing committee and officers: Henry Swadley, B. F. Moom-

aw, Martin Costner, D. P. Sayler, D. Long, D. Garlach, J. Meyers,

J. Quinter, Jacob Carver, J. P. Ebersole, H. D. Davy, J. Lichty,

George Long, D. B. Sturgis, Jacob Flory, R. H. Miller, D. Rit-

tenhouse, Rufus Gish, David Wolf, E. K. Beeghly, C. Long, C.

Harader, G, Witwer, J. Hershey, Jesse Studebaker, Enoch Eby.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1875.

Covington, Ohio.

On Monday, May 17th, the standing committee met and or-

ganized, by appointing H. D. Davy moderator, J. Quinter writing

clerk, Enoch Eby, reading clerk, and J. W. Brumbaugh, doorkeeper.

On Tuesday morning the public council was opened by de-

votional exercises, and the reading of the fifteenth chapter of

Acts.

The following queries were then presented and acted upon

with results as stated:

Article 1. Should there not be some change made in the man-

ner of holding our Annual Meetings?

Answer: With regard to the expense of the meeting, Ave sug-

gest, that as the rule with us is that the said meeting be held al-

ternately east and west of the Ohio River, that, therefore, the ex-

penses of the said Annual Meeting be defrayed by the respective

divisions where held, upon some equitable mode, the congrega-
tion in which the meeting is held not to be required to contribute

to said expense in money, the trouble incident to such a meeting
to be considered their full portion of contribution.

The Annual Meeting, instead of adopting the above answer
from the district-meeting, gave the following: We think it best

to make no such change as asked for in the query at present.

Art. 2. Is it according to the gospel for brethren to make

a pool in a meeting-house, for the purpose of baptizing?

Answer: As we have no authority in the Scripture for baptiz-

ing in the house, we consider it wrong to do so.

Art. 3. Is it considered according to the gospel for a church,

at communion, to use the unfermented juice of grapes in place

of wine?

Answer: We think it may be left optional to a church to

do so, if the members are agreed.

Art. 4. This congregation petitions the district-meeting to

petition the Annual Meeting, and proposes the following plan:

Let each district-meeting send one delegate to form the standing

committee, and each church to have the privilege of sending one

or two delegates as a home representation, and these, in connec-

tion with the standing committee, to form the official body for the

transaction of all business presented to the meeting for action.
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Answer: We think it best not to make the proposed change.

Art. 5. Is it right for the standing committee to change the

import of any query addressed to the Annual Meeting?

Answer: It is not right to do so.

Art. 6. When members, who are dependent on the church,

move from one state to another, expecting to be maintained by

their children, and fail, which church's duty is it to maintain them?

Answer: This meeting" thinks it is the duty of the church from
which they moved to maintain them.

Art. 7. Whereas, the Annual Meeting of 1874, as per Art.

8, gave the charges as given to ministers in the first and second

degrees, will not this district-meeting ask the Annual Meeting
to give, also, the charges and duties as given to ordain elders and
deacons, and have the charges of 1874 reprinted with these, so

that all the officers may have their duties set forth by the An-
nual Meeting, as understood by the church from the Scriptures?

Answer: Deferred until next Annual Meeting.

Art. 8. Inasmuch as there 'are queries before this meet-

ing, both in favor of and against a full report of the proceed-

ings of this meeting, and as there seems to be a difficulty in answer-

ing these questions with the unanimity desirable, we think it best

to defer the subject until the next Annual Meeting.

Art. 9. Is it right for a brother to hold office of postmaster?

Answer: We know of no reason why he should not.

Art. 10. Should not the delegate accompanying the member
of the standing committee from each district, be admitted in with

the standing committee of the Annual Meeting, during the ex-

amination of the business from the district which he represents?

Answer: We conclude to make no change at the present.

Art. 11. Are the delegates sent by the district meeting to

the Annual Meeting to represent the sentiments of the district

which sends them, or have they the privilege to represent their

own sentiments?

Answer: They should represent the sentiments of their dis-

trict.

Art. 12. Whereas, it is not considered to be according to

the Scriptures to keep our poor in the county poorhonse. is not

the church under obligations to build a house to keep our poor in,
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providing the brethren petition the legislature to be exempt from
paying our poor tax into the county treasury?

Answer: We refer this back as a matter of purely local
interest.

Art. 13. Will this district-meeting ask the Annual Meeting
to adopt suitable measures to enable the church to co-operate
actively with the peace association of America?

Answer; Our church itself being a peace association, we need
not, as a body, co-operate with others, but we may, as indivi-
duals, give our influence in favor of peace.

Art. 14. Whereas, there are many committees called for
every year, would it not be advisable for the standing committee
of the Annual Meeting to be careful, and not to select too many
from their own body, as it might appear to some as if they would
like to do all the business themselves?

Answer: We advise as Paul does, when he says: "Ob-
serve these things without preferring one before another, doing
nothing by partiality."

Art. 15, The church of Luney's Creek asks our district to
petition the Annual Meeting to change the name of our district

from that of the "Third District of Virginia," to- that of the
;

District of West Virginia," so that the publication of our busi-
ness may be understood without mistake.

Answer: The petition was granted.

Art. 16. Will not this district-meeting petition the Annual
Meeting to modify or change a small portion of the answer to

Art. 8, of 1874, where it says: "You have no authority to go into
acknowledged territory of any organized church to make appoint-
ments for preaching, unless called by the elder or council of said
church. It is an assumption of authority for an ordained elder to

do so," and not limit them; for the Savior says: "Go ye into all

the world, and preach the gospel to every creatures" Mark 16'

15.

Answer: We know of no reason why we should make any
change, and therefore make none.

Art. 17. Why is it the custom of the brethren to hold their

church council-meetings privately, while they hold their district

and Annual Meetings publicly?

Answer: Because the home councils are of private character,
according to Matt. 18, while the business of the district and
Annual Meetings is of a general character.
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Art. 18. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has decided that

it is inconsistent for brethren that will not conform to the order

of the church to preach, are not the ciders neglecting a duty

in suffering such to go on, and through their influence whole

churches become out of order? And while the Annual Council has

also decided that it is the duty of the adjoining elders to set such

ministers and churches in order, will not this district-meeting

and the Annual Meeting urge the brethren to see that the general

order of the brethren is more fully carried out?

Answer: The southern district of Ohio urges the elders to do

so, and this Annual Meeting does the same.

Art. 19. How is it considered for district-meetings to publish

their proceedings, when the Annual Meeting, in 1866, has dis-

tinctly decided that it shall not be done?

Answer: The districts should not publish their proceedings.

Art. 20. Inasmuch as the church has manifested a little of

the missionary spirit during last year, in sending brethren to the

State of Kentucky, we respectfully petition that brethren be sent

to the northern part of Alabama and Tennessee adjoining, to

build up and comfort the body of brethren gathered together a

few years since under the labors of A. J. Hixson. The number of

members was about twenty-five.

Answer: In regard to the petition for brethren to visit and

preach in Alabama, we would say, we favor the idea, and appoint

the following brethren as a committee to attend to the case:

B. F. Moomaw, S. Z. Sharp, and H. Garst.

Art. 21. What is the difference between a minister whose

office is taken from him, and one that is silenced? and where shall

such take their seats?

Answer: Inasmuch as we fail to comprehend any material

difference between the phrase, " his office taken from him," or

"one that is silenced," we therefore make no difference; and in

either case they shall take their scat with the laity.

Art. 22. Ts it right, or according to the gospel, for brethren

to have their property insured?

Answer: We can not see that it is wrong to do so, if done in

a mutual way. (See Art. 3, Minutes of 1864.)

Art. 23. We request this district and the Annual Meeting

to give us a more definite decision on the stand question, so

that the brethren may become more united in this long-agitated

question. The way matters are now, heaven can not be pleased
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with ns. While some go upon stands, others stay down. If God's

law teaches us to go on stands to preach, why not all go on them?

And if it teaches us to stay down, why not all stay down? Let

us have the gospel order in this as well as in all other matters.

Let God's law be the man of our counsel in all matters.

Answer: We think we can give no more satisfactory answer
upon this subject than what we already have in the minutes of our
Annual Meeting, especially in that of Art. 23, of the minutes of

1866.

Art. 24. As Christ never published himself, would it not be

better for the brethren traveling and preaching not to publish

themselves, in stating how many sermons they preached, and how
many persons they baptized; as much as to say: " See what I

have done?

'

Answer: Not advisable to do s o.

Art. 25. We request this meeting, and the Annual Meeting,

to agree to grant the power to the established districts of the

states to choose their committees to settle difficulties, instead

of the Annual Meeting, thereby saving expense and much labor

in brethren traveling east and west. Sometimes business must

also lie over for six or eight months until brethren can get around.

Answer: We can not consistently grant the power asked for,

without repealing former decisions of the Annual Meeting.

Art. 26. Is it consistent with the gospel, and the order of

the church, for the brethren to take part in the so-called lyceum,

debating or declaiming society, or for ministering brethren to

act as president, and thereby entice other members into the evil?

Answer: We think it is unbecoming a follower of the Lord

Jesus Christ to do so; and we would, therefore, most earnestly

admonish our brethren to abstain from it. But should any of

our brethren persist in taking part in such societies, they should

be dealt with as other offenders, according to Matt. 18.

(See Rom. 1: 29: 1 Cor. 13: 20; 1 Tim. 6: 58; see, also, decisions

of Annual Meetings.)

Art. 27. Since the Annual Meeting has left it optional with

brethren whether or not to salute colored brethren with the holy

kiss, designing men are making capital of it against us. To

obviate this, let the Annual Meeting reconsider that decision, and

say that we make no difference on account of race or color; and

this district-meeting asks the Annual Meeting to make no dif-

ference on account of race or color.

Answer: We grant the request, but should have regard to
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the former minutes of Annual Meetings upon the subject, and
advise the brethren to bear with one another.

Art. 28. If a member is disowned, and gets a committee to

investigate his case, and that committee justifies the church in

the course it has taken, has that committee the right to reinstate

that member without consulting the church?

AnswT er: No,

Art. 29. Inasmuch as there exists a strong demand for tracts

advocating the faith and practice of the brethren, we earnestly

recommend a more united effort to carry forward this work, and

facilitate the publication and circulation of works of this charac-

ter, subject before publication, to the examination and approval

of competent and well-established brethren; therefore, we earnest-

ly recommend that the brethren give this matter an earnest and
prayerful consideration.

Answer: Approved by order of the district-meeting, and con-
firmed by this Annual Meeting.

Art. 30. A member, obtaining a letter of membership, moves
into another church. Said church, knowing that said member
had a certificate of membership, therefore fellowships said mem-
ber for about one year. Said member willingly neglects to hand in

his letter of membership to the church, and during his stay in

the said church becomes disobedient, causing much trouble, and
moving away in this condition, forfeits his word, disregards the

advice and good counsel of the Annual Meeting, and the judg-

ment of said church. Now, has the church from which said

member moved last, got the proper authority to disown or dis-

fellowship said member, if he continues disobedient or stubborn

in not hearing said church?

Answer: The church from which he obtained his letter should
deal wdth him.

Art. 31. The southern district of Missouri petitions and en-

treats the Annual Meeting to restrict our editors in publication

of matter derogatory to or militating against the advice, counsel,

and decision, as given by our beloved brethren, at our Annual
Meetings, from time to time, such as advocating high schools,

salaried preachers, musical instruments, etc.

Answrer; We caution our editors, and all our brethren, from
writing or publishing any thing against the acknowledged doc-
trines of the church.

Art. 32. Is it understood that the decisions of the Annual
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eeting, as heretofore given, against brethren serving as jurors

in the courts of our country; apply to serving as grand jurors,

whose duty is only to find a bill against the party to be tried in

law, or are they to apply only against serving as a petit juror,

whose duty is to find a verdict in the trial?

Answer: They are considered to apply to both juries. (See

Encyclopedia, pages 122, 123.)

Art. 33. How Is it looked at by our fraternity for a minister

of ours to preach and debate publicly in favor of the final restora-

tion of all men?

Answer: Brethren should not do so.

Art. 34. Report of the committee to California: We, the

undersigned, a committee sent by the Annual Meeting to set in

order things that are wanting among the brethren in California,

met pursuant to appointment, agreed upon by the elders and

brethren residing here, at the house of Bro. Michael Sissler, and

after a season of devotion and consultation as to the legality of

the proceedings, Bro. George Wolf, with a number of brethren,

retired for private consultation. They returning, the voice was

taken to decide whether or not the committee is received to in-

vestigate the difficulties existing, and they were accepted by a

unanimous vote of the members present. We then proceeded as

follows

:

First: To examine the reasons why certain members did not

hand in their letters to the church:

Reason 1st: That a committee of four brethren waited on

Elder Wolf, to try to effect a union, and requested him to appoint

a church-meeting for that purpose, which he refused to do, but

said that if they would agree to hand in their letters, he would

call a church-meeting for that purpose (no other), and if they

would agree to the subject to the established order of the church

in California, and say nothing about settled matters.

It being proved to our satisfaction that there was dis-

order in the church, and Elder Wolf refusing to call the

church together to investigate matters, . we decide that lie erred

in this, and that it was a sufficient reason for withholding their

letters.

Reason 2d: That there were two cases of adultery in the

church, and that Elder Wolf justified them. It was proved that

a certain man named Whelock left his wife, and that she was

afterward married to another man by Elder Wolf, her first hus-

band (so far as known) still living, and he not even charged with
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fornication, and the parties so being married were held as mem-
bers, but not allowed to occupy the office of deacon. Elder Wolf,
also, with the counsel of eight members, baptized a woman by
the name of Cheatersty, while living with a man who had another
wife.

Answer: We decided that both cases were absolutely adulter-
ous, and that Elder Wolf did wrong in baptizing in the one case,
and m celebrating the marriage in the other, and we require an ac-
knowledgment of him, and of the eight members, also, that
gave counsel in the case, and exhort him and them to be
more careful in the future.

Reason 3d: Elder Wolf also claims the Annual Meeting to
be legislative, and refuses to be subject to its counsel. For the
answer, see Art. No. 7.

Reason 4th: Being asked if he would commune with breth-
ren when they wash feet in the double mode, said he could not
conscientiously do so.

Answer: In view of the position that Elder Wolf and his
adherents occupy, as set forth in the allegation, that they will
not wash feet in the double mode, we therefore, in order to give
those who differ from them an opportunity to practice as their
judgment and conscience dictate, are compelled to organize a
church in California in the order of the general brotherhood,
under the care and oversight of Elders Isaac Hershey and Michael
Sissler, and ordain that the church establish a line, and divide
themselves as seems best to them, as we are not acquainted with
the geography of the country as respects their several localities.

Reason 5th: They do not practice the kiss between the sup-
per and the communion, nor read the Scriptures, nor speak of the
sufferings of Christ, at that time, neither do they close with
prayer at the close of the services on such occasions.

Answer: We decide and exhort that they from henceforth
adopt the practice of the general brotherhood in those things
on such occasions.

Reason 6th: E. L. Prather, a minister, said the cause of the
trouble here is, there are two parties of us; we are the Congrega-
tional party, the other the Annual Meeting party; we are gov-
erned by the word of God, the others by the elders of the An-
nual Meeting. He admits the charge, and makes the following
acknowledgment by his signature:

' Required, that he acknowledge that his language, as used
in the charge, reflects seriously upon the Annual Meeting, but
as explained to mean congregational in a limited sense, which is

accepted, provided he now acknowledges the supremacy of the
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Annual Meeting, and agrees to respect its counsels and co-operate

with the general brotherhood, giving and taking counsel.

"Signed, E. L. Prather."

Reason 7th: Elders Wolf and Meyers stand charged for writ-

ing hard expressions in the " Gospel Trumpet." Charge sustained

by the articles over their names; and we, the committee, decide

that the language in said articles, when viewed literally, is very

distasteful, and reflects seriously upon the dignity of the Annual

Meeting, and demands an acknowledgment at the hands of the

authors. But as interpreted to mean congregational in a limited

sense, which is accepted, provided they now acknowledge the

supremacy of the Annual Meeting, and agree to respect its

counsels, and co-operate with the general brotherhood in giving

and in taking counsel, and also to withdraw their names and in-

fluence from said
M Gospel Trumpet."

Reason 8th: They will not indorse the action of the com-

mittee sent by the Annual Meeting to Missouri, in 1872 but hold

those denounced members in full fellowship. This charge not

sustained by the evidence.

Reason 9th: That the church in California is in a bad state.

Pride is tolerated too much. Even Elder Wolf has departed from

the order of the brotherhood in simplicity of dress, and some

sisters wearing hats, ribbons, veils, and other superfluities.

Answer: That there is a departure from the order of the

church in fashion and dress, is fully sustained by the evidence,

and that Elder Wolf has not fully discharged his duty in sup-

pressing and restraining pride, is also manifest. We therefore

admonish and exhort him. to exercise the functions of his office

with the church, in keeping order in this as well as other things.

Reason 10th: That Elder Wolf received and fellowshiped

expelled members as brethren and officers in the church, after

being informed that they were expelled by letters from the

church from whence they came, disregarding the letters, and re-

ceived them because of their appearance, etc. Elder Wolf ex-

plained that the complaint is true in part, and that he was de-

ceived by those men (Flory and Gibson) in part, and that he re-

ceived them as a matter of courtesy, and not as brethren.

Answer: Considered by us, that as these circumstances have
transpired a long time since, and have been before the church
time and again, that we dismiss them with a brotherly admoni-
tion, that Bro. Wolf erred in associating with these persons as

he did, and exhort him in the future to adhere to the scriptural

injunction to hold such as a heathen man and a publican, and in

all cases respect the action of sister churches regarding the
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validity of their letters, etc., rather than the person of expelled
members.

Reason 11th; That a deacon baptized in the presence of

Elder Wolf. This allegation was sustained by the evidence,
but explained by Bro. Broadherst, the deacon who officiated, that

the duty of baptizing and celebrating marriage was voted upon
him by the church, and given him in charge, when installed in

office, to perform these duties when necessary, etc.

Answer: With the above information before us, we thought
best to dismiss the case.

Charges preferred by the brethren claiming to be the church
of California, against certain persons among those refusing to
hand in their letters, etc:

Charge 1st: Against Elder Hershey, Peter Carman, and
others, for organizing a church, and doing church business, with-
in the limits of an organized branch.

Answer: Not sustained by the evidence.

Charge 2d: Against Henry Haines, for saying he would not'
be satisfied until Elder Wolfs office was taken from him, and
that the church would never prosper until it was done.

Haines denies, and it is dismissed for want of evidence.

Charge 3d: Against Peter Carman, for attempting to read
in public his letter, and those of several others, thereby causing
hard feelings among the brethren, and much talk among the out-

side world. This was done after having an opportunity to read
them the day before at church council. Confessed and explained.

Answer: Considered, that it was out of order to read those
letters before the public, but inasmuch as he was subject to the
call to order by Elder Wolf, that we lay no further penalty up-
on him.

Charge 4th: Against Henry Haines, for visiting public saloons,

and drinking therein.

Answer: Considered, that upon hearing his explanation, we
lay no further burden upon him than an admonition to 'him,
and all others, to abstain from such appearance of evil, and that
we show a better light to the world.

Charge 5th: Against Bro. Hoxie, for holding the idea of
not praying at all in public, and other heretical doctrines, and
preaching them publicly and privately. He admits the charge,
but says, and also proved, that he has, and did, very soon recant
those doctrines, and acknowledges his wrong.
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Answer: We consider that the proceedings against him were
informal, but as he was much out of order, we now require

a frank acknowledgment of him.

The report, as above recorded, was read, re-read, and ex-

plained, then submitted, and was unanimously accepted by all

the members present, and the requisitions complied with, and we

having discharged the duty assigned us in the fear of God, ac-

cording to our humble ability, submit all into the hands of that

body from whom we received our authority, for its approval or

rejection, and into the hand of God, the Supreme Ruler of all

events, praying that he may, and will, overrule all for the ad-

vancement of his cause, for the good of his children, and for the

glory of his name. Respectfully submitted by your committee

—

H. D. Davy, B. F. Moomaw.
San Joaquin County, Cal., Nov. 2, 1874.

The above report was accepted by the Annual Meeting.

Art. 35. The committee appointed by the Annual Meeting

of 1874, to collect the minutes of former Annual Meetings, held

since the Brethren's Encyclopedia was published, rinding a wish

among the brethren to have the minutes omitted in the Encyclo-

pedia published, as well as those passed by Annual Meeting since

that work was published, have delayed our work until the Annual

Meeting gives us further instruction. Shall we, then, publish all

the minutes of Annual Meetings that can be collected, or only

those passed by the Annual Meetings since the publication of

the Brethren's Encyclopedia?

Answer: Let all be published, and the work be called, "Min-
utes of Annual Councils."

Art. 36. Committees to visit churches: 1. A committee to set-

tle difficulties relative to Bourbon College. The following brethren

constitute said committee: Hiel Hamilton, Robert EI. Miller, John

Metzg:er, II. D. Daw, and E P. Ebersole. The same committee

will go to Tippecanoe Church, Indiana. 2. A committee to visit

the Philadelphia Church. The following brethren are on this

committee: H. D. Davy, J. Quinter, Moses Miller, C. Bucher,

and Jos. R. Hanawait. 3. A committee to visit the church in

Ogle County, Illinois, that called for a committee. The follow-

ing brethren are on this committee: Daniel Fry, E. Eby, David

E. Price, Daniel Dearciorf, and James R. Gish.

Art. 37. Miscellaneous: 1, Inasmuch as there has been no

request for the Annual Meeting for 1875, and as the meeting

would properly go cast of the Ohio River, we recommend the
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matter to the brethren in the east, and trust they will consider

the subject, and announce the result to the brotherhood as soon

as possible. 2. In view of the kindness shown by friends in this

community to our brethren during this meeting, by entertaining

them very freely, as far, apparently, as was necessary, we ac-

knowledge their kindness, and return them our thanks. 3. A
resolution was passed to take up a collection for the needy in

the west.

The meeting closed with singing and prayer.

A. H. Senseney, Em. Slifer, Wm. Hertzler, Jos. R. Hana-
walt, J. Quinter, H. B. Hylton, Jacob Wine, Elias Auvil, Jacob

Garber, J. P. Ebersole, H. D. Davy, D. B. Sturgis, Jesse Meyers,

Hiel Hamilton, Enoch Eby, John Metzger, James R. Gish, Tobias

Musser, C. Long, Jacob B rower, S. S. Mohler, Sam. Stump, Isaac

Miller, J. W. Brumbaugh.
i

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1876.

De Graff, Logan County, Ohio.

The standing committe met on Monday, June 5th, near De
Grafl, Logan County, Ohio, and organized by appointing H. D.

Davy moderator, J. Quinter clerk, E. Ehy reading-clerk, and J.

Thomas doorkeeper.

After the devotional exercises on Tuesday morning, the Gen-
eral Council of the church proceeded to business, and the follow-

ing ciueries being presented for consideration, were considered in

the fear of the Lord, and answered as herein stated:

Article 1. Whereas, there seems to be a disposition on the

part of some of our brethren to consume much time on many
of the queries that come before our Annual Meeting, and some
even become very personal in their remarks; and, whereas, this

has caused hard feelings, and severe censure; be it therefore re-

solved, that the following' rules be adopted for the government
of our Annual Meeting in the transaction of its business: 1. All

queries for discussion, with their answers, shall be read by the

clerk, after which the moderator shall declare the same open
for discussion. 2. The reading of any question may be called for

the second time, but not oftener if there be objections made.
3. No brother shall have the privilege of making more than two
speeches on the same subject, except by the consent of the meet-
ing, and the first shall not be longer than fifteen, and the last

than n\te minutes. 4. The moderator shall require every brother,
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when speaking, to confine, his remarks to the subject before the

meeting. 5. Any brother using personalities in his speech, shall

be called to order by the moderator; and if he persist, he shall

be told to take his seat. 6. The moderator shall decide who has

the right to the floor, and when his time expires, 7. The moder-

ator shall decide when the discussion on each subject shall close,

and when the question shall be put on its final passage. But if

objection be made to his ruling, then the standing committee

must unite with him in deciding the matter. 8. It shall be the

duty of the moderator to keep order in the congregation; and for

this purpose he may call to his assistance other brethren, or the

standing committee may call on brethren to keep order.

All former rules not in conflict with the foregoing shall

continue in force.

Art. 2. Whereas, the question of a full report has been be-

fore the Annual Meeting time and again for consideration; and,

whereas, upon the propriety of such a report a difference of

opinion obtains among the brethren; therefore, resolved, that this

meeting will not assume the responsibility of granting such a

report. But should any brethren publish it, they shall be held

responsible for any wrong that may be committed in doing so.

And we also decide that it shall not be published in any of our

periodicals.

Art. 3. Is it agreeable to the gospel and faith, and order

of the brethren, to hold the office of school director under the

present laws of Pennsylvania?

Answer: We think it best for brethren not to serve in such
capacity, wdiere a school director, according to the laws of the

state, may have to collect school-tax, and imprison a person if

he does not pay his tax.

Art. 4. Is it right to reject all queries coming before the

Annual Meeting, simply because they do not contain a proviso to

repeal all other queries previously passed by Annual Meetings,

which may conflict with the last one presented?

Answer: While we do not think it always necessary, in a

formal manner, to reconsider a former query before another

answer to the query is made, nevertheless wr e consider it best to

refer to former decisions, and have it understood that such de-

cisions are void when they conflict with the last decision.

Art. 5. Inasmuch as the brethren's hymn-book, as now pub-

lished, is very deficient in selections adapted to the wants of

the church, and also contains a large number of badly-composed

hymns, this meeting petitions the Annual Meeting for the privilege
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of publishing a new book, or to have the present one thoroughly
revised. This meeting further petitions that the Annual Meet-
ing appoint for this work a committee of four brethren, thorough-
ly posted in versification, and then grant to each of our publish-
ing brethren the privilege of publishing their own books, or those
they need, to supply their patrons, or else have them published
jointly, as may be determined upon by the publishers, but not to
be copyrighted.

Answer: We think it best to make no change in regard to
our hymn-book.

Art. 6. We ask for a reconsideration of Art. 11, of last year.

Answer: We agree to reconsider the above query, and think
that the delegate should first represent the sentiments of the
district-meeting, but after doing so, should have the privilege of
speaking his own sentiments.

Art. 7. We respectfully ask the Annual Meeting, through
the district-meeting, to say what course should be pursued when
a committee from the Annual Meeting has been sent to adjust
matters in a congregation where there are two elders, between
whom some unkindness and want of social relations exist, yet no
grave charge against either. Is it legitimate to suspend them at
home only, and to put in authority over said church an unor-
dained brother, and hold church and officers amenable to said
committee until said elders cultivate social relations with each
other, with the promise by said committee that as soon as these
conditions are complied with, all should be restored; and when
elders have complied, for said committee to withdraw their con-
nection from said church, and leave it in that unorganized con-
dition?

Answer: In reference to the above subject we would say that
we can not accept of the answer griven by the district-meeting,
but would say, that in view of the known conditions of the case,'
we submit it to the church involved in the trouble, and the
five following elders: Isaac Long, Jacob Thomas/ Solomon
Garber, Jacob Wine, and Martin Garber.

Art. 8. Why does the church, after exacting a promise of
non-conformity to the world in appearance as a condition of
membership, accept brethren as participants in the deliberations
of the Annual Meeting who disregard this solemn promise?

Answer: No brother ought to be permitted to speak in public
at our Annual Meetings who will dress after the fashion of. the
world.
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Art 9. How is it considered when brethren receive those
Of other denominations into their houses, and ask them to give
thanks at their tables, and hold family worship? What is to bedone in such cases? or does the gospel allow that liberty in any
case:

Answer: While we would not, under all circumstances think
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iberty above alluded t0
>
we 'hink hebrethren should be careful m granting such liberty. The charac-ter of
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and the attendant circumstances should governin such cases. ' °",UU1U guvern

Art. 10. A request that the Annual Meeting limit the power
of committees, so as not to allow them to expel a majority of
any church, unless their decision is ratified by the Annual Meet-
ing m open session.

Answer: The request is granted.
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We Wish the Annual Mating to say whether we
shall have a rolling or standing collar on our coats.

Answer: While we can not positively say which of theXSS °f the coat should be. worn, we would advise thebrethren to tiy to become, more uniform and plain, rather than
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Art. 12. Ts it right for an elder, or for elders, to take up

charges and act upon them without name or authorship?

Answer: An elder may receive a complaint from a reportinjurious to the Christian character of a brother, without'thename of the person who makes the complaint, but a direct chargeagainst a member should be accompanied by the name of thebrother that makes the charge.

Art. 13. Ts it right for members to get those fine costly
and fashionable burial-cases to bury their dead in, and to employ
a fashionable hearse to convey them to the burying-ground in?

Answer: We decide it is not right for brethren to do so.

Art. 14. As we consider that the grape juice is not wine
until after fermentation has taken place, will not this district-
meeting ask the Annual Meeting to repeal the wine question of
last year, and decide that only the fermented juice of the grape
shall be used on communion occasions, as has always been the
practice of the church?

last
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Art. 15. Is it according to the gospel, and order of the

brethren, when a brother is elected to the ministry, and accepts

the office, and is installed, and afterward gets disobedient, and

says he can not preach, for the church to release him so far that

he is not under any obligations to preach only in case he should

feel to do so; and thereby help him to live in disobedience, and

give him liberty to serve as a deacon, when he was never elected

to a deacon's oflice? If so, let the gospel authority be presented?

Answer: We consider it neither according to the gospel nor

the order of the brethren to do so.

Art. 16. A brother has a dairy, and objections were made

against him for furnishing his customers milk on Sunday, claim-

ing that brethren would do no more harm to work on their farms

on Sunday. The brother claims that his customers, many of

them, are ministers, and ministers of Sabbatarian churches, who

say they must have their milk; besides, he furnishes milk for the

sick, and for children raised by the bottle; and he says not to

be allowed to furnish the milk would ruin his business, and subject

him to heavy loss. What is to be done in the case?

Answer: We can not grant a brother liberty to furnish milk

on the Sabbath to bis customers, only to the. sick and to the

children, and we advise him to get out of the business as soon

as possible.

Art. 17. We petition the Annual Meeting to reconsider the

following words, found in the plan for holding district-meetings,

adopted by the Annual Meeting of 1866: "A record may be kept,

but not published," and so amend the same as to give liberty to

the district-meetings to print minutes of their proceedings for

distribution among the members of their respecive districts.

Answer: This Annual Meeting reconsiders said words, and

grant the privilege asked for.

Art. 18. Is it right, according to the gospel and the order

of the church, for members to attend the Centennial"

Answer: No (See John 15: 17-19, 16: 1446; 2 Cor. 6: 14-18

1 John 4:7; James 4:4.)

Art. 19. Is it right, according to the gospel, for a brother

to plead the laws of the land, and act as an attorney?

Answer: The brethren have always considered it not ac-

cording to the gospel for a brother to practice
_

law and act as

an attorney, and we can make no change in this respect.

Art. 20. Should a brother (being executor) be allowed, after
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fearing sonic of the papers might not be worth full value, to use

means to get another brother to go security on said papers, and
thereby run the risk of the estate; and shall such executor be al-

lowed to sue such brother, and collect such amount in full, or

only the amount the paper was worth before the security was on,

the whole matter being under the control of the church?

Answer: We consider it wrong, according to our understand-
ing of the case, for the brother who was the executor to get
his Christian brother to go on the paper as security, and it was
very wrong for the executor to sue his Christian brother.

Art. 21. Is it wrong for sisters to wear fashionable hats in-

stead of bonnets? and where is the Scripture forbidding the wear-

ing of such hats?

Answer: We decide it is wrong according to Rom. 12:

2; 1 Tim. 2: 9.

Art. 22. What does the Annual Meeting consider should be

done with elders and others, who make promise to a committee

sent by the Annual Meeting to set things in order among them,

and then do not respect the reports made to them by the com-
mittee, and do not comply with their promises for eighteen months
or two years?

Answer: This Annual Meeting authorizes the committee
appointed to California in 1874, to see that their report is prop-
erly carried out.

Art. 23. Whereas, we have a query from No. 1 district of

Virginia, one from West Virginia, one from the middle district of

Indiana, and one from the southern district of Indiana, request-

ing the Annual Meeting to grant the district-meetings power to

send committees to settle difficulties in the churches; therefore,

Resolved, that we decide to make no changes in this respect, be-
lieving our present manner of sending committees is preferable

to the one proposed.
Art. 24. Whereas, a number of queries have come to this

Annual Meeting relative to a change in the manner of holding

said meeting; and, whereas, the changes proposed, though various,

would not change the meeting very much from the present way
in which it is held; and, whereas, the change proposed will not

probably lessen to any very great extent the multitude in at-

tendance; therefore, resolved, taking all things into considera-

tion, that we make no general change, but wall adhere as closely

as possible to the plan adopted in 1866, and labor to lessen as
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much as possible the attendance at the meeting, and increase its

facilities for business.

Art. 25. Several queries and requests relative to feet-wash-

ing being presented to the meeting, the following was prepared to

meet the case: Whereas, the so-called double mode in feet-wash-

ing is the recognized mode of the general brotherhood; therefore,

the Annual Meeting can not grant the liberty prayed for, and no

church can change from the double to the single mode on the

authority of the Annual Meeting.

Deferred.

Art. 26. To the Annual Meeting of the German Baptist breth-

ren, for the year of our Lord, 1876, we send greeting: Inasmuch
as a committee sent to the Brush Creek Church, Adams County,

Ohio, by the Annual Meeting of 1874, found that we of the above-

named church asked the questions to applicants for baptism be-

fore going into the water; that we had in part adopted the single

mode of feet-washing, and that we dismissed our congregations

with a benediction, said committee required of us that we abandon
the last, practice the double mode of feet-washing, and to send

the first to the Annual Meeting. The Brush Creek Church, in

consultation upon these subjects, has unanimously decided to

practice the single mode of feet-washifig, to continue the use of

the benediction, and to ask questions to applicants before going

into the water, as it formerly has done. And we request this

district-meeting of southern Ohio to send to the Annual Meeting
these three questions, to-wit: 1. Is it wrong to dismiss a con-

gregation with a benediction? 2. Are we wrong in washing feet

by the single mode? 3. Is it wrong to ask questions to applicants

for baptism before going into the water? And inasmuch as the

Brush Creek Church, in southern Ohio, is dissatisfied with their

district-meeting of 1874, because it called to the Annual Meeting

of that year for a committee to visit our church upon mere re-

port; is dissatisfied with the Annual Meeting of 1874, because it

appointed said committee on said report, and contrary to its own
law; is also dissatisfied with that committee for coming here,

without any notice to us of what they were coming for; we there-

fore ask a satisfactory explanation of the whole proceeding, or an

acknowledgment to us by each of those bodies for their conduct

in these matters.

Query 1st: Can the Annual Meeting claim its decisions as

advice only (See Minutes of 1866, Art. 34), and at the same time

threaten with expulsion those who do not obey them?
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Query 2d: Is a committee justifiable in threatening a church

with expulsion, after admitting that said church has all the es-

sentials of salvation?

We also ask of the district-meeting of southern Ohio, to

recognize Wm. Calvert and Landon West as delegates from the

Brush Creek Church to the district and Annual Meetings of our

brethren for the year 1876.

May Hill, Adams Co., Ohio, April IS, 1876.

Whereas, a committee was sent by the Annual Meeting of

1874, to the Brush Creek Church, in Adams County, Ohio, to set

things in order in said church; and, whereas, the report of said

committee was accepted by said church, but it has not only failed

but refused to carry out said report; therefore, resolved, that we
can not consistently do otherwise than hold said church to the

carrying out of the report of the committee, as it promised to do,

and also require of it to take back certain offensive charges con-

tained in an address to the district of southern Ohio, and through

it to the Annual Meeting, dated April 15, 1876.

The following committee, being the committee sent in 1874,

is re-appointed to go to said church to do whatever is necessary

to be clone in the case: H. D. Davy, R. H. Miller, and John Wise.

J. Quinter was added to the committee.

Art. 27. The committee, namely H. D. Davy, Moses Miller,

Jos. R. Hanawait, Christian Bucher, and J. Quinter, appointed

by the last Annual Meeting to visit the Philadelphia Church, to set-

tle difficulties in said church, met in Philadelphia on the 27th of

October, 1875, and organized by appointing H. D. Davy foreman,

and J. Quinter clerk, and after devotional exercises proceeded to

hear the grievances from the grieved brethren, which were the

following: 1. They (the majority) have, a paid minister not elected

from among the brethren in Philadelphia, but " called " from a

distance, and have given him pre-eminence over older ministers

chosen by the church. Considered by the committee, that while

it is contrary to the gospel, as understood by the brethren, to

pay the minister any particular sum as a salary, and while we
should guard with care against the practice, in the case under
consideration, it does not appear that any particular amount was
contracted for by the parties concerned, although money was made
more prominent than is commendable in such cases. And in re-

gard to the pre-eminence, we decide there was not the caution

taken by the church to avoid offense that should have been taken,

and that Bro. J. P. Hetric should not have pre-eminence over Bro.

Custer, touching the liberty to preach the word. 2. They (the
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majority) require this paid minister to do the principal part of

the preaching, disregarding the order of the brethren that our

ministers shall have the privilege to preach by turns. Considered,

from the testimony that came before us, in the fact that the

meetings were advertised in the papers for Bro. Hetric, and that,

as pastor of the church, there was an error committed, and an

a (lino nit in u is necessary. 3. They (the majority) set aside the read-

ing of the Scripture in order by the deacons, a rule established

when the church was organized in Philadelphia. Considered, that

as there is no general order among the brethren in regard to

this usage, whatever the church decides upon should be acquiesced

in by all the members. 4. They (the majority) make basket col-

lections of money on Sundays, during meetings for worship. Con-

sidered wrong, and contrary to the order of the gospel, as under-

stood by the brethren, to make collections on the Lord's-day,

save for the poor, and the brethren should cease to do so. 5.

They (the majority) have a wooden pool under the pulpit, in

which they baptize in the meeting-house. Considered, that inas-

much as the Annual Meeting has decided that it is wrong to

make use of a pool in a house, for the purpose of baptizing, the

brethren have erred in using said pool since, and shall cease to

do so until reconsidered by the Annual Meeting. 6. They (the

majority) make Sunday-school anniversaries, entertainments, ex-

cursions, etc. Considered, that inasmuch as the Annual Meet-

ing has decided that it is wrong to have Sunday-school picnics,

anniversaries, entertainments, etc., that the brethren erred in

taking part as they did, and should abstain hereafter from doing

so. 7. They (the majority) have a Sunday-school library, con-

sisting mostly of books of religious fiction. Considered, that in-

asmuch as the brethren in Annual Meeting have advised brethren,

in conducting Sabbath-schools, to use such books as contain

nothing that conflicts with the principles of the gospel, as held

by the brethren, said counsel should be observed by the breth-

ren in procuring books for Sabbath- schools. 8. They (the major-

ity) have instrumental music in the Sunday-school. Considered,

that according to the understanding of the gospel by the breth-

ren, and as given in councils of the Annual Meetings, it is con-

sidered wrong for members to have musical instruments, we

therefore decide that the brethren should cease to use an instru-

ment of music in the Sabbath-school. 9. They (the majority) are,

in all the above new things, in unison with the popular and

fashionable religion, having abandoned the non-conformity testi-

monies and practice of the brotherhood,
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Considered, that from the foregoing grievance, and from
the departure we see, we would most earnestly and affec-

tionately urge the brethren and sisters of the Philadelphia Church
to adhere to the doctrine of nonconformity to the world in dress,

in spirit, and in every way that doctrine can be applied, as this

constitutes such a prominent doctrine of the gospel, and one of

the peculiarities of our brotherhood. H. D. Davy, J. Ouinter,

J. R. Hanawalt, C. Bucher, M. Miller.

In regard to the case of the Philadelphia Church, we accept

of the report of the committee sent to said church, and reappoint

the committee first appointed to have the said report carried out.

Art. 28. Inasmuch as there has been a certain legacy be-

queathed to the standing committee of the German Baptist Church

by the last will and testament of Solomon G. Kara; and inasmuch

as said money was bequeathed on certain specified conditions, we

here give the last wall and testament by which said bequest is

made to the standing committee of the German Baptist Church:

" Know all men by these presents, that I, Solomon G. Kara,

of the County of Wabash, and State of Indiana, being of sound

mind, do make and publish this, my last will and testament.

" First: I give and bequeath to my beloved wife, Martha L.

Kara, lots Nos. 49 and 50, in the town of Manchester, in said

county and state, and now occupied by us as our home; also, a

certain tract of land in Douglas County, and State of Kansas,

belonging to me, and for which I am entitled to a deed, to have

as her own, or convey by deed in fee simple, as she may choose;

also, all and every article of personal property in our possession,

including my mare, buggy and harness, and four hundred dollars,

to be paid to her as soon as it can be collected from my outstand-

ing claims.

" I will, further, that my wife shall have the selection of my
tombstones, and that my executor pay for them out of the resi-

due of my estate, together with any expense they may apply

to my grave.

"Second: It is hereby expressly provided, that should there

hereafter an heir be born to me, the residue of my moneys and

effects (after the payment of my debts) shall be placed at interest,

to the best advantage, for the benefit of said heir, when arriving

at majority, but the interest of said money shall be paid annually

to my wife, and be subject to her control during her natural

life.

" In the event said posthumous child should die before my
wife, the interest shall still be paid to my wife, as [and] in the

event that my wife and said child should both die before the child
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becomes of age of majority, then the remainder of estate shall

be paid to the standing committee of the first annual conference
of the German Baptist Church (of which I am a member), to be
used by said committee for the spread of the gospel, or for the
purpose of charity, as they shall think right and proper.

" If at any time, by misfortune or illness, the interest, as

above, should prove insufficient for the support of my wife, as

provided, she shall have the principal to meet expenditures.
"Third: I do hereby nominate and appoint John Bnssard,

of Miami County, Indiana, executor of this my last will and testa-

ment. I do hereby revoke all former wills by me made.
[

In testimony hereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal,

this 12th day of November, A. D. 1868.

" Solomon G. Kara [Seal.]
n

'Signed and acknowledged by said Solomon G. Karn, as his

last will and testament, in our presence, and signed by us in his

presence.

"Wesley Bnssard,

: "J. B. Harter."

Will proved before James M. Amars, clerk Wabash County
Court Common Pleas, on the 19th day of December, 1868, by
Wesley Bnssard.

We, the brethren of the German Baptist Church, assembled
in conference at the meeting-house of the brethren in Logan
County, Ohio, on the 6th day of June, 1876, decide that the pros-
pective bequest made in the aforesaid last will and testament of
Solomon G. Karn, in favor of the German Baptist Church, shall

be released. And we hereby authorize the standing committee of
this meeting to sign a release of said prospective claim, as set

forth in the foregoing will, giving to the mother of said posthu-
mous child, which child is a daughter, now living, and about the
age of —— years, all the right, title, claim, and interest pro-
spectively held b}r us in the aforesaid will.

The German Baptist Church, to which the contingent fund
above alluded to has been intrusted, having some fears that the
foregoing release may not be sufficient to meet the laws of the
State of Indiana, appoint the following brethren, and give them
full power to make any release of the funds above alluded to that
the laws of the State of Indiana may require: II. D. Davy, Samuel
MVdiler, and Isaac Studebaker.

Passed by the unanimous consent of this Annual Meetinc

Art. 29. Committees to visit churches: 1. A committee to
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visit Dry Valley Church, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. The fol-

lowing brethren constitute the committee: John Gluck, Solomon

Seiber, and Geo. Brumbaugh. 2. The following brethren are a

committee to go to the West Nimishillen Church, Stark County,

Ohio: R. H. Miller, Daniel Browcr, and J. P. Ebersole. 3. The
following; brethren are a committee to go to the English River

Church, Iowa: E. K. Beeghly, Peter Forney, and M. Sisler. 4.

In compliance with a request from the George's Creek Church,

Fayette County, Pennsylvania, for a committee, the following

brethren were appointed: D. P. Sayler, John Wise, and J. Quinter.

5. The following brethren are a committee to the Welsh Run
Church, Pennsylvania: D. P. Sayler, J. D. Trostle, and Jacob
Price. 6. The following brethren are a committee to the Antie-

tam Church, Franklin County, Pennsylvania: D. Long, D. Keller,

and Daniel Eckman.

Art. 30. A request was made by the middle district of Penn-

sylvania, for the Annual Meeting of 1877, which was granted.

Accordingly, the Lord willing, the next Annual Meeting will be

with the brethren in the district above named, and in the con-

gregation selected by the proper authority. The place Will be

announced in due time in our periodicals.

After a season of devotional exercises, the meeting adjourned.

Standing committee: D. P. Sayler, D. Long, Samuel Harley,

M. Miller, J. Quinter, E. Fleshman, I. Long, D. B. Arnold, G.

Irwin, J. Brown, II. D. Davy, M. Shotts, J. Flory, R. H. Miller,

E. Eby, D. E. Price, J. Metzger, Jos. Ogg, Abr. Stamy, Daniel

Zook, Wm. Gish, Isaac Miller.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1877.

New Enterprise, Pa.

On Monday, May 21st, the Standing Committee met and

organized by apointing P). P. Sayler Moderator, J. Quinter Writ-

ing Clerk, E. Eby Reading Clerk, H. B. Brumbaugh Copying
Clerk, J. W. Brumbaugh Door-keeper, and C. G. Lint and Jacob

Thomas a committee to keep order.

On Tuesday morning the public council was opened by the

ordinary devotional exercises, and the reading of the 15th chapter

of Acts. The following subjects were then presented for con-

sideration and disposed of as stated:

I. Will this District Meeting petition our Annual Conference
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to suggest to all the churches the necessity of restraining brethren

from traveling as Evangelists among the churches when said

Evangelists will not, both by precept and example, faithfully

maintain and urge the adoption of the recognized order of the

general Brotherhood in the matter of dress, including also fully

the doctrine of non-conformity to the world, as held by our faith-

ful brethren, and thus have each branch of the Church watchful
in guarding against sowing the seeds of discord among brethren?

Answer: We do so petition Annual Meeting.

The Annual Meeting grants the foregoing petition of the
District Meeting.

II. How does this Annual Meeting understand the 5th

article of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 1866, when mem-
bers have located in a church and have willingly neglected and
refused to present their letters as specified in said article? Has
said church the authority to disown said members the same as

transgressing members of that arm of the church, or has said

church the authority only to withhold from such members all

chu rch fe 1 low s h
i
p ?

Answer: The said church has not complete jurisdiction over
such members, but may withhold the ordinances from them and
refer their cases to the church they moved from, if they refuse
to hand in their letter.

III. Shall brother Hope receive into the church members
who do not comply with our mode of dress, but comply with all

other requirements, their dress being even more simple than ours?

Answer: This District Meeting decides that all who are
received into the church in Denmark shall be received with the
promise to conform to the order of the church with regard to dress,
as laid down by the Brethren in America.

TV. When a query is sent requiring a definite answer, have

the delegates the power to withdraw it?

Answer: Delegates have no authority to withdraw any query
sent through them to Annual Meeting.

V. Is it right, according to the gospel, for our editorial breth-

ren to applaud and eulogize through their papers, brethren who
travel from one congregation to another, upon their success as

preachers?

Answer: Not right.

VI. As there is not a uniform practice among the churches,
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since some send a visit to all the members before every com-

munion, while others send only an annual visit, which is the near-

est the Gospel and for the good of the church?

Deferred.

VII. This District Meeting requests Annual Meeting to In-

quire into the missionary work now begun In Denmark, and if it

thinks it advisable to recommend it to the sympathy and support

of the general brotherhood.

Answer: Whereas from what we know of the success of the

Danish Mission, we do grant the request of the Middle District

of Pennsylvania. The following resolution in regard to the Danish

Mission was also passed by the Annual Meeting:

Resolved, That this Annual Meeting approve of a collection

being made while in session, for the Danish Mission.

VIII. A brother has his office taken from him and he moves

to another congregation with his certificate of good standing as

a private member. Now if the congregation where this brother

lives needs help in the ministry can they reinstate him by the

consent of the church or should lie stand his chance with others

in an election?

Answer: He may be reinstated in his office, but it must be

done by the consent of both congregations, the one from which he

removed and the one in which he now resides. And nut interfer-

ing with the past action of congregations, in the future officers

who have been deposed must be restored as above and not re-

elected.

TX. We petition Annual Meeting to reconsider Article 11,

of 1876, and so amend its answer that it make the standing col-

lar on the coat the old order as recognized by the Brethren.

Answer: This Annual Meeting reconsiders the above article

and grants the request.

X. Whereas we deem fairness honorable in all cases, and

feeling aggrieved at the way the question of Feet-washing has

been treated, we wish to know whether it Is right for the Standing

Committee to take queries that have been answered by District

Meetings, and change the answers, and then bring their answers

before the Meeting and put them on the Minutes without being

passed by the Annual Meeting.

Answer: No, we think not. This answer was given by the

District Meeting. Then when the subject came before the Annual

Meeting the following resolution was passed: Resolved, that as

there is a charge against the Standing Committee, we appoint a
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committee to ascertain whether the charge is true. A committee
was appointed, and the following is its report which was accepted
and passed by Annual Meeting:

To the Annual Meeting: We, your Committee appointed to
investigate the above charge against the Standing Committee,
of last year, would say, that if the charge was sustained against
said Committee, it would be responsible for transcending its
prerogatives, but inasmuch as the action taken, and answer given
was upon a query to which no answer was given by District Meet-
ing, we find that the charge is not fully sustained.' And—whereas
it is claimed by the complainant that inasmuch as the promise was
given by Standing Committee through its Chairman in 1875, that
if they would bring their query in proper form to next Annual
Meeting, they should be heard, and then when so brought the
Committee of 76, suppressed it with its answer, and put their
own answer to a similar query upon the minutes which did not
pass the Meeting.

In this, we find that the query in question with its answer, was
read before the Meeting, and also the query which had no answer
from District Meeting, with the answer of the Standing Com-
mittee, the whole matter was now brought before the Meeting,
and freely discussed in the presence of the representatives of the
complainant whose right it was to have moved the consideration
of their petition. The query and answer submitted by the Stand-
ing Committee failing to pass, it was decided to defer it. The
answer, however, was put upon the Minutes, which in our judg-
ment was wrong, but for this wrong we find the Clerk responsible,
and not chargeable to the Standing Committee.

B. F. Moomaw,
Jacob Berkey,

J. W. Brumbaugh.

XL As political elections have caused trouble and hard feel-

ings in many congregations, the Northern District of Indiana,
respectfully asks Annual Meeting to make voting at political elec-

tions a test of fellowship.

_ Answer: We re-adopt the Minutes of Annual Meeting, 1866,
Article 1.

XII. If a District of any State makes a request for the

Annual Meeting, would it not be proper for the whole State to

help bear the expenses if requested to do so by said District?

Answer: Yes, it is proper by their consent.

XIII. Will not the Annual Meeting give some plan for the

adjoining elders to be assembled when it is necessary to set

churches in order?

Answer: Where churches are out of order, the elders them-
selves not carrying out the order, it is the duty of the adjoining
elders to notify the resident elder to call his church together at a
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set time, the elders and church involved having the privilege to
call any disinterested elders, if they are such as are in the order of

the general brotherhood, from any church.

XIV. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has decided that it

is wrong for members to have and use musical instruments in

their houses—what is to be done with members that will not put

them away? Can we make it a test of church fellowship? And
what shall be done with elders that justify musical instruments,

and consequently make no effort to put them out of their con-

gregations?

Answer: Inasmuch as the use of musical instruments has been
the cause of trouble among our brethren in some places, and has
been frequently brought before Annual Meeting, we would re-

adopt the decision of 1873, and advise our brethren to put them
away where they cause offense and trouble in the church; and
members who would not do so should fall under the judgment of

the church. And as many of our brethren have them where it is

not opposed by their church, and as the evil of them is more in the
improper use of them than in the instrument itself, we cannot de-
cide the simple keeping and use of such musical instruments shall

be made a test of fellowship. The great evil being in the improp-
er use of them and in the trouble they produce we advise the
brethren to be careful to avoid offence and trouble by keeping
them when they wound the brethren, and elders should be dealt

with as transgressors when they encourage the brethren to do
so.

XV. Whereas committees have been called from Annual
Meeting without first asking consent, of the arm of the church

to be visited by the committees, thereby causing hard feelings;

will this District Meeting decide to ask Annual Meeting to re-

fuse to send committees on the petition of members who refuse

or neglect to first ask the consent of the arm visited, and thereby

failing to apprise the church of their desire before they get a

petition with signers to obtain a committee.

Answer: We request Annual Meeting to decide that all parties
desiring a committee, shall first ask the consent of the arm of the

church to be visited, and if refused consent then they may petition

Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting decides as requested.

XVI. How is it considered by the brethren in Annual Council

in regard to sisters wearing fashionable hats while surrounding

the communion table? Can the officiating brother consistently

break the bread to such?

Answer! Inasmuch as there has been advantage taken of the
decision of Annual Meeting of '76, on the subject of sisters wear-
ing fashionable hats; we hence decide that the sisters shall not
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wear any hats at all at communion meetings or at any other time,

and our brethren should not break the bread of communion to a

sister with a hat upon her head, and elders or ministers who en-

courage and allow sisters to wear hats should be promptly dealt

with as transgressors.

XVII. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting ordered the compil-

ing of Hymns for the use of the church, and subsequently accepted

the collection as the Brethren's hymn book, and inasmuch as

we are now perhaps outstripping ALL the FASHIONABLE de-

nominations in variety of binding, and grandeur, including six

or eight different colors, nicely figured lids, gilt edge, metal clasps,

&c, to gratify the eye. Will not this Annual Meeting put some

restrictions upon the publishers, so that we may have more of a

sameness in the appearance of our hymn books and thus be more

consistent with our profession?

Answer: We should not have more than two or three dif-

ferent colors and they should be plain, and the books should have
no ornament or superfluity in the binding, such as gilt or flower-

ing.

XVIII. We petition the Annual Meeting through the Dis-

trict Meeting to reconsider the divorce question. For instance,

a woman takes up with a young man, and leaves her husband and

three children; then she was disowned. After some years she

gets a divorce, and the husband married another woman. Can he

now be retained as a member of the church? Both were members

of the church before the wife left her husband. Is he now living

in adultery, or are the innocent free or clear, according to the

Savior's words, " Except it be for fornication," Matt. 19: 9.

Answer: We defer this question.

XIX. Inasmuch as there is an increasing difference of

opinion among the brethren relating to laying before our applicants

for baptism the principles of non-resistance, non-swearing, and

non-conformity to the world, some preferring to do this before

the whole congregation, while others do it before the church only.

Will, therefore this Annual Meeting reconsider former minutes

upon this subject, and grant to each District the privilege to act

in this matter as the church with its surrounding circumstances

may think best?

Answer: We think it best to make no change from former
decisions of Annual Meeting.

XX. Docs the Annual Meeting positively prohibit members

from any literary or debating societies?
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Answer: We would reaffirm the former decision of our
Annual Meeting that our brethren should not attend the so called

Lyceums or such debating societies as indulge in theatrical per-
formances for mere amusement, and which are contrary to gos-
pel principles; but a literary society which only discusses the sub-
jects of literature taught in our common school books, and the

sciences taught in our common schools and other moral and well

governed schools, we will not prohibit.

XXL Will not this District Meeting re-petition the Annual

Meeting to reconsider query 8, of 1874, and repeal that portion

of answer of said query where it says " You have no authority to

go into the acknowledged territory of any organized church to

make appointments for preaching unless called for by the elders

or 'council of said church; it is an assumption of authority for

an ordained elder to do so?" WT

e the District of W. Va., grant

the above request.

Answer: Inasmuch as ministering brethren have abused their
liberty in being too ready to go into other congregations, and there
preaching and talking in a way that has given trouble and pro-
duced confusion in the congregations into which they have gone,
we think it best not to make the change asked for. Prudent min-
isters will have no difficulty from the restrictions.

XXTI. In view of the assumption of power by the Standing

Committee of last Annual Meeting in suppressing the answer to

queries sent by D. M. and giving their own instead thereof, we
ask you to enter your protest against such proceedings and de-

mand that all questions from D. M. having answers shall go be-

fore the meeting without alteration, and that the Standing Com-
mittee frame answers only to such as have no answers to them.

Considered that this meeting concurs in the sentiment of the above

petition and therefore grant the wish of the petitioners.

Answer: The Standing Committee did not suppress the
answer from the District Meeting of Va., and they should take
the charge back.

XXIIL There having been different papers presented to

Annual Meeting both for and against a change in the manner of

holding it, said papers were given into the hands of a committee,

that made the following report which was deferred.

To the Annual Meeting. We your Committee in pursuance

of the duties assigned us to present some plan by which the con-

flicting sentiments of the Brethren in reference to the manner of

conducting the business of our Annual Meeting might be harmo-

nized, submit the following: First, that whereas petitions were

before us praying for a change, with plans submitted, and others
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remonstrating against a change, yet all together representing but

a small proportion of the Brotherhood, we are not of the opinion

that a material change is desirable. We therefore decide that no

general change be made, but that some amendment may be made
to advantage. We therefore submit the following:

That we would make no change in the organization or man-
agement of District Meeting, other than we would earnestly recom-
mend a greater effort by them to settle all local matters, according

to the powers invested in them by the present plan, as laid down
by Annual Meeting of 1866, and that all questions sent up to the

Annual Meeting should be accompanied with an answer if possible,

and if not possible and not of too grave importance, deferred for

consideration until next D. M.
Second, that on the clause under the head of the organization

of the Annual Meeting with reference to the final disposition of

questions, " And declare all Queries passed after general consent

is obtained," we would add, and if a decision can not be obtained

in this way it shall be decided by a vote of the Standing Com-
mittee and delegates present. In all other respects we recommend
that the plan formed by Annual Meeting of 1866 be strictly adhered

to, with such amendment as has since been passed by Annual
Meeting and not hold out any inducements for a mixed multitude

to attend these meetings because they are intended for business

only. B. F. Moomaw, John P. Ebersole, Moses Miller, Jacob
Berkey, D. E. Price.

XXIV. As many brethren desire to wash feet by the single

mode, will not D. M. earnestly petition the Annual Meeting of

1877 to grant to any church of the Brethren full liberty to wash
by each member girding him or her self and both wash and wipe

the feet of another when it can be done in peace and harmony?

Answer: Inasmuch as the so-called double mode of feet-

washing is the order of the general brotherhood, this Annual Meet-
ing cannot sanction the practice of different modes; but those
churches which wish to observe the single mode we will bear with,
when it can be done unanimously and without giving any trouble
or offence in the church. And as there are different views on this
matter among our brethren, we would caution both members
and ministers in going from one church to another that they shall

not agitate and stir up the minds of the brethren on this subject.

XXV. We, the brethren and sisters of Barren Ridge, would

ask the District Meeting of Va. No. 2, and Annual Meeting to

favor us with a frequent change in moderators and clerks as it is

thought it would give better satisfaction to both District and
Annual Meeting to do so. This District Meeting approves of the
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above named change, and asks the sanction of the Annual Meeting

to it.

Answer: This Annual Meeting sanctions the change.

XXVI. It is requested that article 7th, of the Minutes of 1872,

be reconsidered.

Answer: We decide to reconsider and adopt the following:

It is not necessary that the offices be unanimous, but a majority of

the officers is sufficient.

XXVII. Will this District Meeting petition the Annual Meet-

ing to re-adopt the answer of Annual Meeting 1827, Art. 3, and also

of Annual Meeting of 1838, Art. 13, so as to receive members of

other denominations who have been baptized by a valid baptism,

that is, by triune immersion?

Answer: This Animal Meeting decides not to adopt the Min-
utes alluded to in the query.

XXVIII. Will not this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting

to reconsider the third query of last year?

Answer: This Annual Meeting decides not to reconsider said

query.

XXIX. A request from the Philadelphia church asking An-

nual Meeting to reconsider Article 2, of Minutes of 1875. There-

fore we, the District Meeting of Eastern Pa., send said request-

up for reconsideration.

Answer: We decide to make no change from the Minutes of

1875.

XXX. How do we, the members of the Philadelphia church

that -have been baptized in the pool or baptistry stand in relation

to the church at large; and does the church consider it a valid,

christian baptism?'

The above query was read and considered by the Philadelphia

church and referred to District Meeting. District Meeting agreed

to refer this query to Annual Meeting.

Answer: We decide that those who were baptized in the

pool were baptized with a valid baptism and those who walk in

the order of the gospel and the Brethren, are recognized as

members of the church.

XXXI. A request of the District Meeting of Eastern Pa. to

give an answer to Article 7, 1875, in regard to ordaining elders.

Annual Meeting gives the following form:

23
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Dear Brother A. B., the church having .called you to -the min-
istry of the Word, and Oil trial has found you faithful in your
calling; she now proposes to advance you to the full ministry
by ordaining you an Elder, or Bishop, by the laying on of hands
by the presbytery. In ordaining you an Elder, the church gives
you all the right and authority belonging to the ministry, such as
presiding in council meetings in which official members" are tried,
at home or abroad, if you are called to do so, in District or Annual
Meetings; to give the charge to deacons, or minister's, and install
them into their respective offices. In short, the church now invests
you with all the rights and authority belonging to the Eldership,
you being equal with all the Elders; this phrase nevertheless in the
apostolic injunction, " Ye younger submit yourselves to the elder

"

still applies to you; and should you manifest an arbitrary, self-
willed and domineering spirit, the church will hold you subject to
her councils, and suspend you, and take from you all the authority
she now gives you, and again reduce you to the laity, or even
expel you from membership if necessary.

It will be your duty faithfully to preach the word, and to care
for the wants of all the membership, being yourself an example to
the church in all holiness and purity of heart, walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless." It will be
your duty in all the affairs of the church, to counsel with your
official brethren and with the church; taking the oversight" not
by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready
mind, and in no way to lord it over God's heritage. The church
will not allow you to depart from the order of the general brother-
hood in faith and practice; but will hold you to the faith and
practice of the Scriptures as defined by the brethren in Annual
Meeting assembled.

Now dear brother A. B. do you willingly accept the position
into which the church now proposes to put you? And do you, in
good faith, without any mental reservation, accept and adopt all

the order and practice of the general brotherhood in all her
peculiarities, plainness of dress, and non-conformity to the world?
And do you promise to unite your labors with all your faithful
brethren, every where to observe and enforce all the faith and
practice of the general brotherhood? The Elders will now lay
hands on the brother, and pray, and the church will then receive
him in the usual order, by the right hand of fellowship, and kiss
of love. Audit will be die duty of the church to honor and respect
the brother in the office of bishop, according to the apostolic
instruction, and to aid him in observing all the" faith and order of
the general brotherhood.

XXXII. Several papers having been received from California

relating to the difficulties existing in the church there, these
papers were committed to a committee for examination. Accord-
ingly they were examined and reported upon by said committee,
and the Annual Meeting received the report, which is as follows:

We, the committee appointed by the standing committee of
Annual Meeting of 1877 to examine the California papers and make
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the best investigation of the difficulties there existing, having
examined said papers, committee's report as endorsed by Annual
Meeting of 1875, and testimony and explanation of brother B. F.

Moomaw, one of the committee, sent, have concluded as fol-

lows: Whereas Elder Wolf with his charge had in good faith

promised to carry out the decision of the committee sent, and has
not done so, we in love admonish him and his charge yet to carry

out said decision, and labor for union, not only with the Stanislaus

church in California, but with the general brotherhood, for the

glory of God and the good of souls, and should they fail to comply
with this request by Jan. 1st 1878, then we cannot fellowship them
any longer.

John P. Ebersole,
Samuel C. Stump,
Moses Miller.

XXXIII. This Annual Meeting decides that the Southern

District of Ohio shall take into their care and oversight the churches
of Highland and Adams counties, Ohio, to which the Annual
Meeting sent committees in 1874 and 1876, and said churches
having accepted the Report of said committees of said District,

shall assist the brethren appointed at District Meeting to have the

said decisions carried out in a spirit of love and forbearance, and'

and work with them to have them come to the order recognized

by our Brotherhood.

COMMITTEES.

1 The committee to Falls City Church, Nebraska—Daniel

Sell, Henry Brubaker and Wm. Gish.

2 The committee to Waterloo Church, Iowa—Daniel Hol-

singer, of Iowa, Henry Strickler and Joseph Ogg.

3. The committee to South Bend Church, Ind. R. H, Miller,

Enoch Eby, John P. Ebersole, James Quinter and John Metzger.

4 The committee to Jonathan's Creek, Ohio—Daniel Brower,

Samuel Garber and Morgan Workman.
5 The committee to Sugar Creek, Ohio—R. H. Miller, Enoch

Eby and Jacob Berkey.

6 The committee to North Manchester Church, Ind.—Jacob

Berkey, George Hoover and Daniel Brower.

7 The committee to Northern Indiana to attend to troubles

connected with Salem College—R. H. Miller, Enoch Eby, J. P.

Ebersole and J. Quinter.

8 The committee to Einnville and Flat Rock congregations,

Va.—Moses Miller, David Long, J. H. Lemon.
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9 The committee to Berlin, Pa.—D. P. Saylor, J. W. Brum-

baugh and J. Quinter,

10 The committee to Swanton Church, Ohio—Daniel Brower,

John Brillhart and Morgan Workman.

11 The committee to Upper Dublin Church, Montgomery

Co., Pa.—James Quinter, Wm. Hartzier, Henry Cassel and Samuel

Harley.

12 The committee to Yellow Creek and Snake Spring Valley

congregations, Bedford Co., Pa.—John S. Ilolsinger, Joseph Berk-

ey and George Brumbaugh, of James Creek.

13 Inasmuch as the committee appointed for the Botetourt

Church, Va., in 1876, have not settled the difficulties in said church,

we appoint as a committee the following brethren to settle the

difficulties: D. P. Sayler, Isaac Long, Solomon Garber, Jacob Wine
and Martin Garber.

The Brethren of the Second District of Va. make application

for the Annual Meeting in 1879, and the Brethren of the Southern

District of Indiana make application to have it held with the State

in 1878, and it was granted. Accordingly, the Lord willing, the

next Annual Meeting will be held with the Brethren in Indiana,

and the place will be announced in due time.

After a season of devotional exercises, the meeting adjourned.

Standing Committee: Jonathan Lichty, G. R. Baker, J. A.

Murray, E. Eby, D. E. Price, J. R. Gish, D. B. Sturgis, J. S. Snow-

berger, R. H. Miller, Moses T. Bare, S. Garber, Jos. Kauffman,

John B. Mishler, Henry Swadley, Samuel A. Fike, J. H. Lemon,

Solomon Garber, John Wise, James Quinter, Samuel Harley, D.

Long, D. P. Sayler, and Jacob Trostle.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1878.

North Manchester, Ind.

On Monday, June 10th, Standing Committee met and organized

by appointing Enoch Ebey, Moderator, James Quinter, Writing

Clerk, R. H. Miller, Reading Clerk, and Samuel Zug, Door keeper.

On Tuesday morning the public Council was opened with

devotional exercises, and the reading of the 15th chapter of the

Acts of the Apostles. The following subjects were then presented

for consideration, and decided in the fear of the Lord, as indicated:

I. The propriety or necessity of making a change in the

manner of holding the Annual Meeting was the first subject
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presented to the meeting as it had been deferred from the Annual
Meeting of 1877.

And there were also papers presented to the present meeting
asking for a change, whereupon, a motion to re-adopt the plan of

1866, with the amendments already made, for holding the Annual
Meeting and for the appointment of a committee to devise a way
to more effectually reduce or prevent the assembl' g of a mixed

multitude, and for the carrying out more fully of the plan of 1866,

was moved and carried. The committee is to report to the Annual
Meeting of 1879 and the report is to be subject to any disposition

the Annual Meeting may make of it. It was also resolved that the

Standing Committee nominate said committee.

II. What is known as the "Divorce question" was called

up as a -deferred question. And the following request was pre-

sented from a District Meeting: "We ask Annual Meeting through

the District Meeting to take up the deferred question of Article 18,

of Annual Meeting of 1877, and pass it so as to allow the innocent

party membership in the Church."

The subject was again deferred.

III. Will this District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to

reconsider Art. 8th of minutes of Annual Meeting of 1872, concern-

ing the " Grange," as we are informed that it is not an oath bind-

ing or political association? It was agreed to forward the fore-

going to the Annual Meeting and in addition to it, to ask the

General Conference to give us the more objectionable features of

" Grange," whether it be the oath or secretism.

Answer: We cannot re-consider said query because both
the oath and the secretism are contrary to the Gospel. Matt. 10:

17; John 18: 20; 2 Cor. 6: 15-18; Eph. 4: 1-12.

IV. During the past year we learn from one of our Church pa-

pers, and otherwise, that a minister in the first degree was pro-

moted to the second degree in the ministry, not by the congre-

gation by which he was elected, but by another, though it was

said it was done by the approbation of the congregation, which

elected him.

This congregation decides it was wrong to do so. What says

the District Meeting? The District Meeting adopts the answer

of the congregation and orders it sent to the Annual Meeting.

Answer: This Annual Meeting decides that it is wrong to

do so.

V. How is it considered, and what shall be done with a

minister who travels from one place to another over the brother-
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hood, using his influence against the order of the Church, by

promising outsiders that if they unite with the Church, they need

not wear the covering worn by the sisters, and that they can wear

their hats, etc.? Also, telling them they can be baptized and hold

their membership with the Church where he lived, and where

such things are allowed?

Answer: The Church where a minister is known to be guilty

of such wrong in public or in private speaking, shall take the

testimony against him and send it in writing to the Church in

which he has •his membership, and if that Church will not stop

him from going among other churches and using his influence

against the order of the Brethren, then the elders of the adjoining

churches shall be notified of the fact, and if they will not stop him,

the church in which he has been guilty of such things shall call for

a Committee from Annual Meeting and said Committee shall go to

the church in which the offense has been committed, and call for

the offending minister to meet them there, and they shall try his

case as if they were in his own church, and if they find him guilty

of such rebellion against the order of the general brotherhood,

they shall take his office from him, and notify his church at home
of the fact, unless he gives evidence of repentance and reforma-
tion.

VI. Which is according to the word of God, to ask an

accused member whether he is satisfied with the decisions of the

church on Ids pending case, BEFORE they are made known to

it, or AFTERWARDS?
Answer; Afterwards.

VII. A son of a sister, whose husband is living, perished in

the army: Is it right, under ANY circumstances for the sister to

draw pension from the Government?

Answer: It is,

VIII. Would it not be well for the Brethren in District Meet-

ing to consider the evil tendency of too much expensive feasting at

funerals?

Answer: We think that Brethren everywhere should use
their influence against it.

The Annual Meeting confirms the decision of the District

Meeting.

IX. We ask the Annual Meeting through the District Meet-

ing to stop the Brethren in publishing and selling books in favor

or against the doctrine of Universal Restoration.

Answer: We grant the request herein asked for.

X. Will this District Meeting petition the Annual Meeting of
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1878 to reconsider Art. 8, of Annual Meeting 1827, and Art. 11, of

the Annual Meeting of 1828, and give us a more definite answer,

or show by the Gospel that if we have common plain carpets on

our floors, it will lead to elevation (pride) ?

Answer: We consider the above queries and decide that plain

carpets have no tendency to pride and elevation, and that they
may be enjoyed by us; but hue and fancy carpets are not con-
sistent with our humble profession, and should not be in our
houses.

XL To the Brethren in Annual Meeting assembled greet-

ing: We the members of the Bush Creek Church, of Adams and

Highland counties, of the State of Ohio, do ask of you through

our District Meeting in Southern Ohio, to allow us the privilege

of asking all questions to applicants for baptism, before going

into the water.

Answer: We decide to make no change.

XII. Inasmuch as it is thought that brethren who solicit aid for

some of the institutions gotten up among us, do sometimes take

advantage of some of the members, should not such solicitors

first apply to the elder of the church in which he wishes to

solicit, that he may consult with his church in regard to the

matter, that no advantage may be taken of any.

Answer: Deferred.

XIII. Inasmuch as Freemasons are under oath to always hail,

ever conceal, and never reveal the secrets of the institution, even

after abandoning the lodge, we hereby ask whether ex-masons are

eligible to the ministerial office?

Answer: We think they are, as we receive them as brethren
when they abandon the order, and if we receive them as such, we
cannot with propriety deny their eligibility to the ministry, if

they are otherswise considered worthy.

XIV. Is it according to the Gospel for a brother to admin-

ister the communion if he is not conformed to the order of the

Church in his apparel and in the wearing of his hair?

Answer: It is not just right and brethren should not do so.

XV. Will this District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to

use its influence toward getting the Brethren's Hymn Books at

a lower figure and with better binding, for the good of the

brotherhood?
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Answer: The ^District Meeting having petitioned Annual
eeting as requested, the Annual Meeting grants the petition.

XVI. Are we justifiable in ordaining a brother who refuses

to anoint any one who expects to die and even has no desire to

get well, but will anoint for the restoration of health, he possess-

ing the qualifications specified by the apostles?

Deferred.

XVII. Whereas Annual Meeting has heretofore left the

Danish Mission to the care of Northern Illinois, recommen ding-

it to the support and sympathy of the entire brotherhood, and

Whereas, a Church has now been fully organized in Denmark,

does this Annual Meeting consider it advisable for that Church

to remain under the care of Northern Illinois, or does it properly

belong to the direct care of the Annual Meeting?

Answer: The Church in Denmark shall be under the care of

the Northern District of Illinois, but it is the duty of the whole
brotherhood to help defray the expenses, that the said District

does not have to bear more than its part or proportion of the

expenses that must be met and provided for.

XVIII. Is it according to the gospel and the order of the

Brethren for one ordained elder to ordain and install a brother

who is in the second degree of the ministry to the full office of

eldership, where the distance is so great that it is a hard matter

to have two ordained elders present on such an occasion."

Answer: Tt is not according to the gospel and the order of

the church to do so. See Acts 6: 6, 13: 2; 1 Tim. 4: 14.

XIX. This District Meeting petitions Annual Meeting to re-

consider Art. 9th of minutes of Annual Meeting of 1876, and

adopt instead of the present, the following, to-wit: The gospel

allows no such privilege, and members doing so, do so on their

own responsibility, and throw themselves into the judgment of

the church.

Answer: We cannot make the change proposed.

XX. When a brother is expelled from the church and he

thinks not altogether fairly, and makes an attempt to have a re-

hearing both by personal effort and by a committee recommend-

ed by the District Meeting, but fails in both instances, and finds

himself too poor to go before the Standing Committee of Annual

Meeting, or pay the expense of a committee of that body, what

shall be done in his case?
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Answer: He should call on the brethren who are acquainted

with his case to help him. And as we learn there is such a case

in Cherokee Church, Term., we appoint Henry Garst, Henry Bru-

baker and Abraham Malsbee, to go and settle the trouble.

The Committee appointed by the Annual Meeting of 1877 to

visit and settle difficulties in the Upper Dublin Church, Pa., met

said church in council on the 16th of August, 1877, and found

serious troubles arising principally from the circumstances that

members in the church belong to different secret societies. A
charge to that effect was made, and the truth of the charge

acknowledged by several. And while several acknowledged the

charge, we had plain evidence that the spirit of secretism, or that

an idea favorable to secret societies was too prevalent in the

church. And knowing the popularity of secret societies in the

world, and the growing tendency of this spirit if once tolerated

in the Church, we feci that the maintenance of a consistent course

of conduct with our principles, and the purity of the Church re-

quire a decided stand of the churches against secret societies. And

though we found upon an examination of the case of secretism

existing in the church, that there were some circumstances that

were claimed to justify brethren belonging to secret societies,

such as some of the officiating brethren in receiving members,

admitted them on certain conditions, requiring of them no more

than absenting of themselves from the public parading of such

societies in their regalia, and allowing them to pay their dues

and to receive what they are entitled to according to the

rules of said societies. But if some brethren, and even elders,

have showed a disposition to tolerate to some extent members in

the church who belong to secret societies, we, the committee,

considering the case bearing upon the general brotherhood, and

the future of the brotherhood, feel it to be our duty to require

of all those belonging to all secret societies, and among them the

Order of Mechanics, a complete withdrawal from all connection

with them, or they cannot be held as members of the Church,

according to 2 Con 6: 1448; John 18: 20; Eph. 4: 10-12.

There was also a charge that some members, after promising

to abide the decisions of a certain committee called to settle

difficulties in the church, became dissatisfied with said decision.

Though we think the brethren alluded to in the charge should

have "considered the matter more fully before they accepted the

report, yet looking at the whole subject, and hearing their reasons,

we decide that under the circumstances they are not to be censured.
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The charge against brother John Slingluff for inconsistency

we consider was not sustained by sufficient evidence.

The foregoing report being submitted to the church, was re-

jected by the majority of the church.

James Quinter,

Wm. Hartzler,

Sam'l Harley,

Henry Cassel,

Committee.
Committees for churches having difficulty in them to settle:

For the Antioch Church, Huntington Co., 1 11 d
. , John Wise,

James Quinter, Jeremiah Gump, J. W. Cripe.

For the Rock Grove Church, Floyd Co., Iowa, John Wise,
John Murray and Robert Badger.

For the Lost Creek Church, Miami Co., Ohio, R. H. Miller,

Daniel Brower, Enoch Eby, C. G. Lint and James Quinter.

For the Eel River Church, Ind., R. H. Miller, Daniel Brower
and David Bechtelheimer.

For the Cook's Creek Church, Va., David Long, C. G. Lint

and Moses Miller.

For the Churches in California, R. H. Miller, J. Quinter and
E. K. Beeghly.

For the Limey's Church, West Virginia, C. G. Lint, J. D.

Trostle, Jacob Wine and Elias Auvil.

For the Lower Deer Creek Church, Indiana, Daniel Brower,

John H. Caylor and George Hoover.

For making the proposed change in the manner of holding
the Annual Meeting, R. H. Miller, Daniel Brower, Enoch Eby,
James Quinter, C. G. Lint, Samuel Mohler and Samuel Garber.

For the Rock Creek Church, in Northern Illinois, Enoch Eby,

J. R. Gish, Daniel Fry and John Emmert.
For the Beaver Creek Church, Green county^ Ohio. The

same committee as for the Lost Creek Church.

For the Painter Creek Church, Ohio, Samuel Mohler, Samuel
Garber, and George Holler.

For the Huntington Church, Ind., R. H. Miller, Samuel
Mohler, G. W. Cripe, and J. W. Stein.

For the Meyersdale Church, Pa., David Long, Moses Miller,

J. S. Holsinger, J. W. Brumbaugh, and S. A. Fike.

A request from District No. 2, Virginia, for the Annual Meet-
ing, for 1879 was presented and granted. So, the Lord willing, the

next Annual Meeting will be with the brethren in Virginia. The
necessary information will be given in due time.
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In making arrangements to defray the expenses of the com-

mittee to California, it was decided that each congregation in the

brotherhood shall pay one dollar. And it is suggested that those

Churches which are able and willing to do so, pay something more

than their quota, that the amount collected may be quite sufficient.

It is proposed that the churches in the East send their contribu-

tions to the office of the Primitive Christian; those in the West

to office of the Brethren at Work; and those in Ohio to the office

of the Vindicator, It is requested that the money be paid in by

the first of September.

After a season of devotional exercises, the meeting adjourned.

Standing Committee.—Samuel Ilarley, Moses Miller, C G.

Lint, 13. K. Sayler, Jeremiah Beeghly, C. Wertz, Martin Garber,

D. B. Arnold, Elias Auvil, G. Irwin, J. P. Ebersole, Sain 1 Garber,

John Knisely, David Neff, R. II. Miller, Enoch Eby, J. R. Gish,

Joseph Hendricks, J. E. Eikenberry, R. Badger, D. D. Sell, John

llershey, Jonathan Lichty, Isaac Miller.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1879.

Broadway, Va.

On Monday, June 2nd, the Standing Committee met and

organized by appointing R. H. Miller, Moderator, James Quinter,

Writing Clerk, Enoch Eby, Reading Clerk, Wm. Hertzler, Door-

keeper.

On Tuesday morning the public council was opened with de-

votional exercises, and the reading of the 15th chapter of the

Acts of the Apostles. The following subjects were then presented

for consideration; and decided in the fear of the Lord as indicated:

I. As a committee had been appointed by the Annual Council

of 1878 to devise a way to more effectually reduce or prevent the

assembling of a mixed multitude, and for the carrying out more

fully of the plan of 1866, and to report to the present meeting

the result of their labors. This being unfinished or deferred busi-

ness, it was the first in order to lie acted upon, and accordingly

the committee made the following report:

The committee appointed by the Annual Meeting of 1878

for preparing and presenting to the Annual Meeting of 1879 some

plan for holding the Annual Meeting by which that adopted in

1866 may be more fully carried out, and the mixed multitude re-

duced, met at the house of Brother Christian Wine, on the 30th

of May, 1879, in Rockingham county, Va., and upon a prayer-
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ful deliberation of the work committed to us, have concluded to

submit the following suggestions to this Annual Meeting;
First.—Inasmuch as there has been some difficulty in hold-

ing our Annual Meeting because of the amount of funds required

to hold it, to obviate this difficulty, we recommend that each
brother that attends the meeting shall pay one dollar; and though
the sisters have nothing laid upon them, it is to be understood
that they may do as they think proper in contributing to the sup-
port of the meeting.

Second.—We recommend that none but the brethren and sis-

ters, and their special friends, shall receive their boarding in the
general boarding tent, but that a tent, or if necessary or desir-

able, more than one be erected by reliable persons for accommo-
dating such as are not members of the church with suitable board-
ing, and at a moderate price. And that this may be clone, we
recommend that the brethren have, the oversight of all the board-
ing arrangements, and so fix them as will be most satisfactory

to the church and to those for whose accommodations they are

designed.

Third.— Tn order that a proper distinction may be made be-
tween such as are members and such as are not, we recommend
that the members be furnished with tickets. These tickets shall

be furnished by the proper authority at the place at which the
meeting is to be held. And each church shall obtain from that

authority as many tickets as shall be wanted by members going to

Annual Meeting from that church.

Fourth.—The members of the church in which the meeting
is held, shall be exonerated from paying the amount that the others
shall pay. And the committee of arrangements shall decide who
are entitled to exoneration besides the congregation in which the
meeting is held, for services rendered.

Fifth.—We recommend that the committee of arrangements
acting for the church in which the meeting is held, shall decide
whether there shall be any preaching at the place of meeting.

Sixth.—We recommend that good arrangements be made for

the Standing Committee and delegates, and that the tent for

holding the council be no larger than will contain as many as

can hear what is spoken. We also recommend that it be a suf-

ficient distance from the boarding tent, that the council may not
be annoyed by any noise. We also suggest the propriety of so
arranging the council tent that the seats may be elevated from
the center, but the seats only, and not the platform for the
Standing Committee and delegates. We further recommend, that
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in making the boarding tent, that there be an aisle through the

whole length of the tent, separating the brethren from the sisters;

and that the tables run from the aisle to the sides of the tent,

and that there be a door in the side of the tent to each table for

admitting the brethren on one side and the sisters on the other.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

R. H. Miller,

J. Quintet,

D. Brower,

E. Eby,

S. Garber.

The above report was accepted by the council.

II. Would it not be advisable for the Annual Meeting to

adopt a rule for the aggrieved, instead of petitioning the Annual

Meeting for a committee to choose one deacon, and the church

in defense to choose another deacon, and these two choose a

third deacon as a committee to settle all difficulties except doctrinal

points, said -selection of deacons to be made out of the adjoining

churches, thereby curtailing the expenses of Annual Meeting. But

if the above is not adopted, would it not be advisable and con-

sistent for Annual Meeting to send deacons to settle all difficulties,

except doctrinal points, instead of sending elders and ministers,

thereby saving their reputation?

Answer: We decide it best to make no new rules in regard

to such cases as are referred to in the query.

III. Inasmuch as it was decided by last Annual Meeting that

the expenses of the Danish Mission shall be paid by the general

brotherhood, will not the District of Northern Illinois request

Annual Meeting of 1879 to tell each district what its probable

portion will be?

Answer: We agree to petition Annual Meeting to grant the

above request?

Answer as given by Annual Meeting, As $800 are needed to

meet the expenses of said mission for the present year, this Annual

Meeting requests each church in the brotherhood to pay $2.00 the

wealthier churches more and the poorer ones less, to make up

said amount, that amount from each church being necessary the

money to be sent to the treasurer of the Northern District of

Illinois, C. P. Rowland. •

IV. Is it agreeable with the Gospel and the rule of the

Brethren, for a church or a committee to take from a minister

the office of the first and second degrees of the ministry at home
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in his own church, and then allow him the liberty to preach in

other districts of the church, or in other congregations?

Answer: Not agreeable to the Gospel and order of the church
t o d o s o

.

V. A request to reconsider Art. 24, of the Minutes of 1877.

Deferred.

VI. We ask the Annual Meeting through the District Meet-
ing to say what is to be done, as she says the double mode of

Feet-washing is the general order of the Brotherhood, and that

she cannot sanction the practice of different modes. Yet there

are churches that know they are divided, and take a vote on
Feet-washing and ascertain that the majority is in favor of the

single mode, while a minority stands with the general order of

the Brotherhood, and feels too conscientious to let it go. Now
we plead with the Annual Meeting, through the District Meet-
ing, to say what is to be done in such cases to avoid troubles.

Answer: We can see no better way to avoid such trouble than
to follow the last decision of Annual Meeting which is to the
effect that churches had better not change unless it can be done
by unanimous consent. Where there is a small minority it is better
to persuade it if it can be done, than to force that minority to
yield.

VII. From 1 Cor. 10: 16, 17, and Gal. 3: 28, would it not be

more consistent with the Gospel for sisters to break the bread

and pass the cup of communion as the Brethren do? If so

we ask the District Meeting and Annual Meeting to grant the

privilege. This District Meeting cannot unanimously agree to

ask a change, and therefore submit it to Annual Meeting.

Answer: This Annual Meeting decides that it cannot make
any change.

VIIL Will the Middle District of Indiana request Annual
Meeting to consider the impropriety of sending committees such

a great distance to transact business unless necessity requires it,

thereby incuring unnecessary expense upon those that are not

able to pay said expenses?

Answer: We ask Annual Meeting to consider the impropriety
of making unnecessary expenses. This answer passed the Annual
Meeting with the understanding that the request of the District

Meeting is granted.

IX. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has advised brethren

to desist from holding Sabbath-schools where it causes trouble;



1879] the Church of the Brethren 367

and in some instances a few brethren have prevented even a

large majority from holding Sabbath-schools, upon the ground

that they would not be reconciled to it, and, therefore an organiza-

tion could not be effected without causing much trouble, will

District Meeting consent to ask Annual Meeting to modify this

restriction in such a way that a portion of a local church cannot

prevent us from holding Sabbath-schools according to the direc-

tion of Annual Meeting, provided such schools are held accord-

ing to gospel order and for the honor and glory of God. This

District Meeting asks Annual Meeting not to let a small minority

prevent a large majority from organizing Sunday-schools.

Answer: We advise the small minority to yield to the major-

ity for the sake of peace. And we also would advise the majority

to not over-rule the minority in a way that shows no regard for

their feelings.

X. Has the elder alone, or with part, or with all of the of-

ficial council, the right to withold any question from the church

that is agitating some of the members and thereby affecting the

interest of the church? If not, what is to be done with such that

do?

Answer: When the congregation wishes to act on a

matter that is in harmony with the decisions of Annual Meeting
and which affects the interest of the church, the official members
ought not, and cannot prevent it from coming before the church,

and if they do, the congregation has the privilege of calling in

adjoining elders to assist.

XI. Since the Annual Meeting of 1878 has decided that ex-

masons who abandon the order are eligible to the ministerial

office, we ask this meeting to decide whether such ex-masons

shall be required to disregard their oath, or whether they may
continue to "hail" the institution of Freemasonry?

Answer: Yes, they shall be required to disregard their

masonic oath with reference to hailing the institution of Free-

masonry.

XII. Will this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to de-

cide whether it is according to the teaching of the Gospel and

the long established order of the Brethren, for any branch of

the church to employ a police force to keep order at their com-

munion meetings or other meetings?

Answer: Only in extreme cases.

XIII. Is it right and accordiim to the Gospel for brethren
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to avail themselves of the homestead law at the expense of their

creditors, with a promise of satisfying them at some future time,

Answer: We decide to refer this question back to the church
from which it came, without an answer.

XIV. Is it right for a minority in a congregation to oppose
the will of the majority in matters that have received the sanction

of Annual Meeting?

Answer: Not right.

XV. Is it considered right and according to the Gospel
and the old-established order of the Brethren to organize a mutual
fire insurance company?

Answer: It is neither contrary to the Gospel nor the prin-
ciples of the Brethren, provided the charter, if there is one, does
not require the brethren to compromise any of our principles.

XVI. Whereas petitions were presented from Northwestern
Ohio, Eastern Pennsylvania, Middle Pennsylvania and Virginia,

as well as from Southern Ohio, requesting this Annual Meeting

to prohibit the slanderous and schismatic articles from being

published in the Progressive Christian and Deacon; therefore

it is required that the editors of the Progressive Christian make
an humble acknowledgment to the Annual Meeting for publish-

ing erroneous statements in regard to church members; char-

ging a part of the church with idolatry; stigmatizing some of its

members with terms of reproach; ridiculing some of the peculiar

practices of the church, and admitting into the paper inflammatory

and schismatic articles some even from expelled members.
2. The editor of the Vindicator and of the Deacon are also

required to make satisfactory acknowledgments for writing or

publishing similar articles as the Progressive Christian.

3. That elder John Harshey, brethren James Ridenour and
Howard Miller, be required to render satisfaction to the Annual
Meeting for writing schismatic articles.

4. That the editors of all our periodicals be required here-

after not to admit into their papers any articles that will assail

the doctrine of the church in regard to non-conformity to the

world, the personal character of ministers, or any of its peculiar

tenets or practices.

XVII. We, the Elk Lick congregation, ask the District

Meeting to instruct the delegates to Annual Meeting to urge the

mission work of evangelism upon said body, and that they be in-

structed to use all fair means to have the Annual .Meeting accept



1879] the Church of the Brethren 369

and encourage the work. This was agreed to by the Western

District of Pennsylvania.

Deferred by Annual Meeting.

XVIII. Will this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to

modify Art. 12 of 1863 which compels churches to disown mem-
bers that have not kept themselves as they ought to have done

before they were married? We ask to have it modified so as

to give each church the privilege to decide as they understand

the case, as there is quite a difference in cases.

Answer; We decide to make no change on the foregoing
question.

XIX. A woman marries and her husband leaves her and

lives with his brother's wife, his wife sues at law, proves him

guilty of fornication, obtains a bill of divorce, afterwards mar-

ries another man, and then makes application for membership.

Under the circumstances can she, according to the Gospel, be

received?

Deferred by Annual Meeting.

XX. We believe the church to be entirely united upon the

principles of the doctrine of Christ. We all agree that Feet-

washing, the Lord's Supper and Communion stand united, and

that they were all given with equal force and demand equal

obedience, and that there should be no act upon our part to dis-

connect them or place more stress, or give more honor to one

than to another. This, then, being the case, should we not, in

holding our communion, give thanks but once for the supper,

just as wre do for the bread and wine? We will just say that

thanks should be given for the supper, then it should be eaten;

likewise for the bread thanks should be given, and also for the

cup. Then in conclusion of the exercises general thanks should

be given for the privilege enjoyed. Would not this be more
strictly conforming to the teaching of the Gospel?

Answer: We decide to make no change.

XXL Inasmuch as members shall not be expelled without

Gospel authority, (see Min. p. 372, Art. 1, and p. 295, Art. 34)

what shall be done with elders and officers of a church, or a

church itself, Where members have been and are being expelled

in violation of the above decision, and what course shall such

expelled members pursue in order to have their cases heard, and

to have justice done them?

24
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Answer: They should call on the adjoining- elders, and if they
cannot get justice that way, then they should call for a. committee
from Annual Meeting,

XXIII. The Eastern District of Pa., and the Annual Con-
ference, are hereby warmly and heartily entreated to give us the

privilege to receive properly baptized persons without re-baptizing

them if they are conscientious about receiving a second baptism.

Some churches suffer if we must keep house according to the de-

cision of the Minutes of 1848. Cannot the brethren be allowed
to keep house according to former usage in case there is a strong

majority so minded?

Answer: We decide to abide by the decision of 1848.

Committees for churches having grievances to settle:

1. To the Orrville church, Wayne county, O., Morgan Work-
man, J. P. Ebersole, Conrad Kahler.

2. The Welsh Run congregation, Md., Daniel Eckerman,
Daniel Keller, Win. Howe.

3. To the Otter Creek and Pleasant Hill churches, Macoupin
county, 111., R. H. Miller, J. Quinter, Jesse Calvert.

4. To the Bear Creek congregation, Montgomery county, O.,

R. II. Miller, J. P. Ebersole, Daniel Brower, Jacob Rife, David
Bowman.

5. To the Eastern District of Md., R. II. Miller, C. G. Lint,

J. Quinter, Daniel Keller, Wm. Hertzler.

6. To the English River, Middle Creek and Deep River

churches, Iowa, John Wise, E. Eby, Stephen Johnson, J. F. Eik-

enberry, Samuel Musselman.

7. To Thornapple and Woodland churches, Mich., Daniel
Brower, Jesse Calvert, J. P. Ebersole.

8. To carry out article 16th, E. Eby, George Hoover, Chris-

tian Bucher.

Resolved that the thanks of this meeting are due the B. & O.

R. R. Co., and all other companies that have granted favors, for

their generosity towards the members of our Fraternity in going
to and from this meeting. Also to brother Howard Miller for

his aid to tin:* members attending the meeting; also to the breth-

ren, sisters and friends of the Shenandoah Valley for the kind

and liberal manner in - n :

'

\ have e a >
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visit among them.

There having been no call made for the meeting for 1880,

no place can be now named for it next year. When a call is made,
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it will be announced through our periodicals. After prayer the

meeting adjourned.

Standing Committee.—Andrew Hutchinson, Michael Sisler, E.

K. Buechley, Edmund Forney, Joseph Hendricks, James R. Gish,

Jesse Calvert, Joseph Amich, R. H. Miller, Isaac Miller, J. P.

E'bersole, S. Z. Sharp, Abraham Flory, Mark Minser, Moses Mil-

ler, Christian Bucher, E. Auvil, Solomon Buckalew, J. H. Lemon,

Isaac Long, Jacob Thomas, Jos. Wine, David Long,

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1880.

Lanark, 111.

On Monday, June 1st, the Standing Committee met and

organized by appointing Enoch Eby, Moderator, James Quinter,

Writing Clerk, John Wise, Reading Clerk and J. Flory, Door-

keeper.

On Tuesday morning the public council was opened with de-

votional exercises, and the reading of the 15th chapter of the

Acts of the Apostles. The following subjects were then presented

for consideration, and decided in the fear of the Lord, as indi-

cated,

L Whereas the progress of the Annual Meeting of 1879

was unnecessarily delayed by the opposition of one elder to an

answer, to the dissatisfaction of many, we ask this District Meet-

ing to ask Annual Meeting to require a very small minority to

yield to a very large majority in the Annual Meeting and also in

our common council meeting.

Answer: Granted, unless it would be in cases where the

majority would attempt a departure from the Word of God and

the general order and usage of the Brotherhood.

II. What should be done by a church upon learning that a

member has a former companion living from whom a divorce

has been obtained because of fornication? Art. 8 of Minutes of

1857 does not remove the difficulty. There was another question,

involving the same principle, from the Middle District of Penn-

sylvania. These questions were given to a committee of seven

brethren for them to frame an answer to be submitted to the

General Council. The committee submitted the following ans-

wer, which was adopted by the Annual Conference: We, your

committee, after due deliberation, in the fear of the Lord, come to

the following conclusion; We adopt the decision of Annual Meet-
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ing of 1868, Art. 1, which reads as follows: We postpone this

question indefinitely, but advise the churches to proceed cautious-

ly when they have cases of this character to act upon.

Samuel Harley,

, J. W. Brumbaugh,

D. B. Sturgis,

George Holler,

D. E. Brubaker,

Jacob Rife,

G. D. Zollars,

Committee.

III. A request from the Western District of Pennsylvania,

to call up and protect the petition of that district sent up to

Annual Meeting of 1879, urging the work of evangelism upon said

meeting, and instructing the delegates to use all fair means to

have the Annual Meeting to accept and encourage said work,

but which was deferred by Annual Meeting of 1879.

Upon the presentation of the above request, the following

resolution was offered and passed by the Annual Meeting: Re-

solved, That we appoint a committee of five, whose duty it shall

be to present a plan that will harmonize with other plans that

have been favored by Annual Meeting and the one now in opera-

tion among us; but Annual Meeting shall not be financially re-

sponsible for any plan.

The committee reported the following plan which was adopt-

ed by the Annual Meeting:

1. We recommend this Annual Meeting to appoint five breth-

ren, sound in the faith and fully alive to our missionary interests,

to superintend the Domestic and Foreign missionary work of

the general Brotherhood.

2. That those five brethren appoint out of their number such

officers (Cor. Sec'y, Treasurer, etc.) as the nature of the work

requires

3. That the brethren be instructed to interfere in no way
with any present individual church or district missionary efforts

among our brethren.

4. That Annual Meeting advise that any Domestic or Foreign

mission work of a general nature, like the Danish mission, now
under the care of district council, be committed to the supervision

of this Board.

5. That this meeting recommend that the fund now in the

hands of the " Brethren's Work of Evangelism " be committed

to the treasury of the Board of the General Conference.
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6. That this Board be instructed to proceed no further in

its appointments, etc., than the means in its treasury will justify.

7. That the officers of this Board be required to make an of-

ficial report of their work, its condition, operation and wants, to

each session of our General Conference, and that said report go

into our regular minutes.

8. That every church in the Brotherhood be requested to

appoint a solicitor in its own congregation to raise funds for this

work and forward the same to the treasurer of this mission

Board, at least every six months.

9. That this Board be instructed to proceed to its work at

once as opportunity permits.

• 10. The Standing Committee of Annual Meeting be required

to fill any vacancy that may occur in the Board from time to

time, and that its members be elected every four years.

J. W. Stein,

John Metzger,

Hiel Hamilton,

J. D. Livengood,

J. W. Fitzgerald,

Committee.

In connection with the foregoing, the following resolution

was passed: Resolved, That the Danish mission be transferred

to the Domestic and Foreign mission Board.

IV. Inasmuch as the Scriptures enjoin respect to the aged

(see Leviticus 19: 32; 1 Tim. 5: 1,) we ask the District Meeting

to petition Annual Meeting for our young official brethren, youth-

ful editors, etc., to permit our aged brethren at Annual Meeting

to occupy seats with and near the Standing Committee, where

they have better opportunity to hear the proceedings, and also

to give counsel.

Answer: We think the young should do so.

V. Inasmuch as we are opposed to adding or diminishing

from the Word of God, would it not be best at our communion

to give thanks before the breaking of bread, instead of giving

thanks after it?

Returned to the church originating it, because it was not

sufficiently explicit.

VI. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

explain what is meant by the phrase, " In particular cases," in the

Minutes of Annual Meeting of 1877, Art. 18.
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Answer: "Particular cases" means when the brethren see any
cause for so doing.

VII. Ts it any violation of our Savior's law when members arc

to be received into the church to instruct them in the presence

of the entire congregation, in all the principles of the Gospel as

the church understands them, and then ask such persons whether

they agree with the church in faith, if so, let them answer in the

presence of the entire congregation, then proceed and take the

council upon receiving them to find out whether there be any

legal objection to receiving them, also in the. presence of the

entire congregation? Another question of similar import to this

was presented, and the following answer was given.

Answer: Referred to last query, or No. 6. And where there

is any cause or reason of objection known, it shall be made
privately, or before the church only.

VITT. Do the brethren in general council endorse the practice

of taking up public collections at church dedication services on

Lord's day to pay for meeting-houses?

Answer: We think it not advisable to do so.

IX. What should be done with a brother who for years

neglects to attend church; and after being visited repeatedly by

the church and admonished to faithfulness, still refuses to assign

any reason for his non-attendance, and will not agree to try to

attend church?

Answer: They should be admonished again and again, and
if they still persist in neglecting to attend church without a legal

excuse, then the church should deal with them as disobedient
members.

X. How is it considered by the brethren, if a brother be

elected in the capacity of a land appraiser? Would it conflict

with the Gospel or our profession?

Answer: We would advise that brethren had better not accept
such an office.

«

XT. What shall be done with brethren that teach that Christ

ate the legal Passover on the night in which He instituted the

bread and wine?

Answer: Such teachers should cease to teach so, as it is

not the teaching of God's Word. And if they will not cease doing
:.o hey Wh mid be dealt with according to Matthew 18th.

XII. What is to be required of official brethren and others
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who signed and took an active part in circulating a petition ask-

ing Annual Meeting to come back to the time when there were

no series of meetings, no Sabbath-schools, no supper on the

table at Feet-washing, salaried ministry, colleges, nor single in ode

of Feet-washing? Such petitions purporting to have been author-

ized by a council of elders held in Miami Valley, Ohio, November
1879, and said elders denying the same. Such petitions have

caused much hard feeling and disturbance in their mutinous and

schismatic effects?

There were several papers of the same character before the

•meeting, and a resolution was passed by the meeting to appoint

a committee of five to prepare something upon the subject for

the General Council. Said committee made the following report

which was accepted by the Council:

We, your committee, after carefully investigating the mat-

ter before us in the fear of the Lord, decide that the two elders,

namely, David Y. Miller and Jacob Metzger, should be relieved

of the office of eldership and make an acknowledgment to the

church; and Harrison Rule also be relieved of his office and should

make an acknowledgment to the satisfaction of the church; as

it is evident they got up the petitions themselves and repre-

sented them as coming from the Miami Valley, Ohio, thereby

deceiving those who signed them, which has caused a great deal

of trouble and dissatisfaction; hence upon the ground of this

deception and falsehood we base the foregoing decision. And
we further decide that those who circulated these petitions shall

make satisfactory acknowledgment. We also further decide that

those who signed the petition be admonished to be careful in

signing petitions that may affect the peace and union of the

church.

Jacob Rife,

D. B. Sturgis,

George Holler,

John P. Wolf,

D, E. Price,

Committee.

Upon the acceptance of the foregoing report, the following

resolution was passed: Resolved, That the Standing Committee

appoint a committee to go to the congregation referred to in the

report, to carry out the decision of Annual Meeting. And if,

after investigating the matter, the parties charged are found in-

nocent, the committe will act accordingly. And if they are found

guilty, may relieve them of their office.
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XIII. Shall the majority of a church, sortie of whose mem-
bers say that they would rather that their children would fish,

hunt, play ball, and other like vain amusements on Sundays,

rather than have them go to Sunday-school, prevent other breth-

ren from collecting' their children together in their school-house

on the Sabbath day to teach them the Scriptures when such school

is conducted in the order of Annual Meeting? We ask Annual

Meeting not to let a majority prevent a minority from meeting

at a school-house to teach the Scriptures in the capacity of a

Sunday-school.

Answer: The request is granted.

XIV. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting decided in 1872, Art.

5, that the Gospel is a perfect law to govern the church in all

things necessary to salvation, is it contrary, therefore, to the per-

fect law of the Gospel for sisters to wear modest hats? If so,

give the Scripture forbidding sisters to wear them, and the Gospel

authority for enforcing them to wear bonnets.

Answer: Inasmuch as the wearing of hats by our sisters is

following the fashions of the world, it is in violation of the

apostle's precept. "Be not conformed to the world," Rom. 12: 2,

and of the following: "Abstain from all appearance of evil," Thess.
5: 22, and again, "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is

enmity with God? Whosoever, therefore, will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God."—Jas. 4: 4.

XV. Will the Southern District f Indiana ask Annual Meet-

ing to grant the district the privilege of appointing committees

to settle difficulties and therefore lessen the labor of Annual

Meeting. But in case that said committee fails to settle the dif-

ficulty, then either party can appeal to Annual Meeting for a

committee whose decision shall be final?

Answer: The District Meeting does ask Annual Meeting to

grant said petition. The above petition was granted by Annual
Meeting.

XVI. Is it according to the Gospel for a brother who in-

dulges in the filthy fashion of the world in the use of tobacco,

(except for medicinal purposes) to reprove a sister who indulges

in the vain fashions of the world in dress?

Answer: No; both fashions being wrong. See Rom. 2: 1. 3,

21, 22, and Matt. 7: 3-5.

XVII. Since the Gospel plainly teaches that members should

give according to that which they have and not according to that

which they have not, and wThereas some violate this Gospel pre-
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cept by refusing to give their portion; and to remedy said viola-

tion the church, by more than four-fifths of a majority, adopts

a system by which each member's portion is fairly determined,

may not said church enforce said system under pain of excom-

munication according to the Gospel?—2 Cor. 8: 11-14.

Answer:' As God accepts the free-will offering, we will not

force brethren to comply with said system, but when it is plain

that brethren refuse to give their proportion on .account of a

covetous or miserly disposition, they should be dealt with accord-

ing to Matt. 18th.

XVIII. We request Annual Meeting through District Meet-

ing, to reconsider Art. 8 of Minutes of 1849, and Art. 18 of 1851;

also last clause of committee's report, Minutes, page 306; and if

those brethren appointed cannot succeed in setting things in

order according to the Minutes of Annual Meeting, they shall

report such members or churches to Annual Meeting, who shall

send a committee of faithful brethren, with authority to deal with

them according to Matthew 18: 17.

The General Council passed the following resolution as an

answer to the above request; whereas there is a considerable

difference among the brethren regarding the propriety of ob-

serving the decisions of Annual Meeting; therefore,

Resolved, That all the brethren should labor as far as they

can, to observe the decisions of Annual Meeting, and that the

officers of the churches should labor carefully and judiciously

to have the churches to carry them out until they are changed,

if a change is desirable, and will bring us nearer the Gospel. In

the above we have reference to decisions that pertain to the

present condition and circumstances of the church, and not to

those that time and circumstances have made obsolete.

XIX. We request Annual Meeting, of 1880, through the

District Meeting of Northern Illinois, to reconsider Art. 6, in

Minutes of 1868, and change it so as to give the Standing Com-

mittee the same liberty in electing its moderator, that it has in

electing its clerks.

Answer: The Annual Meeting grants the change asked for.

XX. When a district or church with a satisfactory majority,

decides to hold an election and all the members present come

before the elders receiving the votes, and a majority say they

have no choice, shall that majority render the election null and

void, or shall the brother having the majority of votes cast be

declared elected?
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Answer: When the majority of the members of a church
would come before the elders and say, " we have no choice," it

would be best to pronounce no one elected

XXL Will not this Annual Meeting adopt some means to

meet the wants of the Danish Mission as the advice of Art. 3 of

minutes of 1879 has not met the wants of the past year, because

some of the churches have failed to comply with said demand?

Answer: Each member of the Standing Committee shall notify
each church in his State District that he is appointed to receive
what it will contribute to the Danish Mission,

XXI [. A sister departs from her unbelieving husband and

procures a bill of divorce on the ground of cruel treatment, can

she retain her membership in the church, while holding in her

possessions the bill of divorce, providing she remains unmarried?1

Answer: Yes, she can.

XXITT. The following petition came to Annual Meeting from
the District of Southern Ohio:

Dear Brethren:
We do hereby most earnestly petition the Annual Meeting,

through the District Meeting, to consider the present condition
of the church in her confused and divided state, and to make an
effort by which may be removed the fast element from among us,
which is the cause of the troubles and divisions in the church.

Now, as all former efforts have failed—in sending query after
query to the Annual Meeting, the exercising of patience and for-
bearance from time to time, all of which have accomplished but
little, the so-called fast element gaining ground year after year, and
one innovation after another being introduced among us, which, if

suffered to continue, will lead the church off into pride and the
popular customs of the world and the other denominations, we
think and feel the propriety of a renewed effort on our part to
accomplish the object of this petition.

We in Southern Ohio have, of late years, felt and observed
the element more than ever; and in serious meditation have we
felt the weight of Paul's language in 1 Cor. 1: 10, and in 1 Peter
5: 12. We, as elders of the church, over which the Holy Ghost,
we trust, has made us overseers, do feel that duty demands of us
to make this effort, that we may have order, peace and union again
restored among us. We offer the following as the remedy, in
our wisdom and judgment, whereby a union can be effected,
namely: To hold and maintain the ancient and apostolic order of
the church in her humility, simplicity and non-conformity to the
world. And we feel that we can no longer suffer or tolerate those
innovations in the church of Christ. The causes of the troubles
must be removed before peace and union can be restored; and
among some of these causes are the high schools among us,
popular Sunday-schools with their conventions and celebrations,
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long protracted meetings and the way they are generally con-

ducted, by singing revival hymns and giving invitations to rise or

come forward; a salaried ministry, and the single mode of Feet-

washing.
Now the tilings here named we do not regard as being in

harmony with the spirit of the Gospel, neither are they in harmony
with the ancient and apostolic order of the church; and when we
speak of the ancient order of our church, we have reference also

to non-conformity to the world, not only in dress, but in the budd-

ing and fancy painting of our houses, barns, etc. after the custom

of the world", the gaudy and costly finish put on them, and fine

furniture, etc., to set off our rooms and parlors, after the fashions

of the world, together with fine and costly carriages, etc. In these

things we confess that Southern Ohio has gone too far out of _ the

way: and we hope will be willing to reform and make and sacrifice

for Jesus' sake.

1. With regard to high schools among us, we fear they will

greatly operate against the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ, as

well as create or cultivate the desire for an educated ministry,

which is not in harmony with the teachings of Christ and the

apostles, nor with the ancient views of the Church. Paul says:

"Knowledge puffet'h Up, but charity edineth." 1 Cor. 8: 1, "Mind
not high things, but condescend to men of low estate." 1 Cor. 1.

Again: "Be not wise in your own conceits." Rom. 12: 16. The
views of our old brethren were in perfect harmony with the Gospel

as regards this matter, as will be seen by reference to the following

queries and decisions:

Annual Meeting of 1831, Art. 1: "Whether it was considered

advisable for a member to have his son educated at a college?

Considered not advisable, inasmuch as experience has taught that

such very seldom will come back afterward to the humble ways of

the Lord."
.

Annual Meeting of 1852, Art. 22: " TIow is it considered by the

brethren, if brethren aid and assist in building great houses for

high schools, and send their children to the same? Considered

that brethren should be very cautious, and not mind high things,

but condescend to men of low state." Rom. 12: 16.

Annual Meeting of 1853, Art. 28: " Ts it right for a brother to

go to college or teach the same? Considered, that we would deem
colteges a very unsafe place for a simple follower of Christ, in-

asmuch' as they are calculated to lead us astray from the faith and

obedience of the Gospel." And in 1857, when the subject again

came up the answer of the Annual Meeting is definitely given thus:

"IT IS CONFORMING TO THE WORLD. Knowledge puffeth

up, but charity edifieth.
J

Thus we see that high schools were not permitted to come into

the church for at least twenty-seven years after they were first

urged.
'

2. Sabbath-schools, we consider to be more of human origin

than by command of Christ or his apostles, and hence are more

of a worldly custom than of Gospel principle and authority; are

not in harmony with the apostolic order of the church, the prin-

ciples of the Gospel and were never sanctioned by the Annual
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Meeting, in the way many are and will be conducted. Panl says:
' Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up

the nurture and admonition of the Lord." Eph. 6: 4. This
mmand is given to PARENTS, and not to others.

3. Protracted or revival meetings, in the way they are gen-
erally conducted, are, we claim, not in harmony with the "old
order and the apostolic rules of the church. "And Paul, as his
MANNER WAS, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days
reasoned with them out of the Scriptures." Acts 17: 2. Again;
'And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath," etc. Again:
"And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles
besought that these words might be preached to them the next Sab-
bath." Acts 13: 42. 'And the next Sabbath-day came almost the
whole city together to hear the word of God." Verse 44.

4. A salaried or paid ministry is also against the apostolic
order. Hear Paul on this subject: "'I have coveted no man's
silver, or gold, or apparel; yea, ye yourselves know that these
hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were
with me." Acts 20: 34. "What is my reward, then? verily, that
when I preach the Gospel I may make the Gospel without charge,
that I abuse not my power in the Gospel." 1 Cor. 9: 18. Again:
" Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought, but wrought "with
labor and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable
to any of you." 2 Thess. 3: 8. And when Christ sent forth his
disciples he forbade them carrying or providing gold or silver
for their purses; these were to constitute NO PART of the con-
siderations of the labors before them.

5. And with regard to the subject of Feet-washing, what
method had we best adopt to provide against the troubles grow-
ing out of having different modes of performing the ordinance
among us? We hereby recommend and pray that the decision of
1872 be re-adopted by this meeting. The subject was brought lie-

fore the elders of that Annual Meeting, a committee had been
appointed and a careful investigation made for a final decision of
the matter and after this special investigation and a thorough
examination of this matter, the Annual Meeting decided to " make
no change whatever in the mode and practice of Feet-washing, and
stop the further agitation of the subject." And in 1876, when it

again came up, it was decided that " no church can change from the
double to the single mode on the authority of the Annual Meeting."

Now, the decision of 1872 should, we think, have forever
settled the. Feet-washing question, and to this we desire to hold
as the order of the church, unless we can be convinced that the
double mode is wrong, or that Christ will be pleased with different
modes and practices, of worship in his church. All do admit that
the command is fulfilled by the ancient or general order, and why
not abide by it? Why should we have such troubles in these last
days with an ordinance that has so long stood under the bless-
ings of God while the church prospered.

Dear brethren, in order to have permanent peace and union
restored—which we hope all are praying for—we will have to
deny ourselves of the recent inventions among us, and fall back
and unite upon the principles of the Gospel and the ancient prin-
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ciples and apostolic order of the church. Upon this we were all

once united and satisfied until the innovations herein alluded to

crept in among us, which are now disturbing our peace. Can we
not, dear brethren, all acknowledge that we were not watchful and
guarded enough in suffering those things to come into the church,

and repent for our want of faithfulness? FORBEARANCE, we
think, is the door through which these things came into the

church, one after another, and now, it seems, there is no door to be

found by which to get them out again.

Do not, dear brethren, find fault with us, and conclude we are

taking too much upon us. We have with sorrowful hearts looked
upon the very fast drift and movement of things in the Church;
and as all efforts to exterminate from the church the things

which mar our peace have thus far failed, we saw no better course

than the one presented. Our plain decisions have been disre-

spected and over-ruled, and if this state of things shall continue

to exist we will lose all our power in the controlling of the church.

We for the present can see no better plan b}^ which to restore

brotherly harmony and peace than to direct our efforts at the

CAUSES from whence the disunion arises.

Now we pray, dear brethren, that this may receive your

prayerful and serious consideration; and our wish and desires are

that it may pass the Annual Meeting without any compromise.
Conrad Brumbaugh,
Samuel Garber,
Jacob Miller,
David Murray,
George V. Siler,

Emanuel Miller,

Joseph Arnold,
Emanuel Hoover,
Abraham Flory,

D avi d B r Umb a u gh,

William Cass el,

Samuel M u r ray

,

Nathan Haywood,
Jesse Royer.

Answer: The elders of Southern Ohio having gotten up this

petition to Annual Meeting, and being very urgent that it be sent

up, we in District Meeting, agree to send it up, but we as a district

cannot unitedly give it our approval.

The following resolutions and explanations embody the an-

swers of the General Council to the petition:

Whereas, Our beloved Fraternity has been considerably dis-

turbed by brethren holding extreme views, some being disposed

to enforce more rigorously the order of the church in regard to-

non-conformity to the world, and the principle of non-conformity

to the world in giving form to our custom than has commonly
been done by our ancient brethren; while some on the other

extreme would abandon the principle of non-conformity so far as

that principle has anything to do with giving form to our costume;

and
.

Whereas, The principle of non-conformity in giving form to
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our costume, as well as in everything else, has been a peculiar

characteristic of our Fraternity, and is so stated in our written
history, and has had its influence with our non-swearing and non-
combatant and our general principles identifying our Fraternity
with the Primitive and Apostolic church in preserving us from the
extravagant expenditures which both the religious and secular

world have fallen into, and in obtaining for us as a body the

character of simplicity, honesty, purity, and uprightness in the

world; and

Whereas, It is thought by many, and even so declared, that
as a body we are opposed to all improvement and progress; and

Whereas, Contention and strife in the church are great
obstacles in the way of both its holiness and its usefulness; there-
fore.

Resolved, First, that we will labor in the spirit of the Gospel
and brotherly love to maintain the principle of non-conformity
in giving form to our costume, and in every way that the recog-
nized peculiarities of our Fraternity require.

Resolved, Secondly, that while we declare ourselves con-
servative in maintaining unchanged what may justly be considered
the principles and peculiarities of our Fraternity, we also believe
in the propriety and necessity of so adapting our labor and our
principles to the religious wants of the world as will render our
labor and principles most efficient in promoting the reformation
of the world, the edification of the church and the glory of God.
Hence while we are conservative, we are also progressive.

Resolved, Thirdly, that brethren teaching through the press
or ministry or in any way sentiments conflicting with the recog-
nized principles and peculiarities of our Fraternity, shall be con-
sidered offenders, and be dealt with as such. And to specify more
particularly the subjects named in the petition we offer the follow-
ing as an answer:

1. Inasmuch as there exists a wide-spread fear among us that

the brethren's high schools are likely to operate against the

simplicity of the Gospel of Christ, as also likely to cultivate the
desire for an exclusively educated ministry, to guard therefore
these schools from producing these effects, Ave think the Prin-
cipals of these schools should meet and adopt rules that will

prevent such tendency, and said rules be in harmony with the
principles of Annual Meeting.

2. Sabbath-schools, when held in the spirit of the Gospel,
may be made a means of bringing up our children in the
"nurture and admonition of the Lord." But should have no
picnics and celebrations or any vain things of the popular Sab-
bath-schools of the clay connected with them,

3. All meetings for worship should be held as our stated or
regular meetings are held, and we be cautious not to use such
means as are calculated to get persons into the church without a

Gospel conversion,—such as over persuasion or excitement, simply
to get them into the church, but use the Gospel means to get them
to turn away from sin.

4. In regard to a paid ministry, we believe that it is not right
in the sense for brethren to go and labor for churches in the
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hope of receiving money for service, and the offer of money as
an inducement to brethren to preach, but to poor ministers who
are faithful both in the doctrine and practice of the church wewould encourage giving towards their necessities; as also defray-
ing the expenses of traveling in attending to church interests

5. Inasmuch as our old fathers have always admitted the
validity of the two modes of Feet-washing, and as much as we
de
f
re a more Perfect union in this matter we cannot condemn

either mode as being invalid. And inasmuch as former decisions
have failed to settle the question to the satisfaction of all, we
advise more forbearance and liberty to the conscience of' our
brethren in this matter, because both have been practiced among
us and the best way to stop the agitation of this question, is to
allow the same liberty of conscience for our brethren that we
ask for ourselves. But this shall not be construed to annul the
present decisions and advice of Annual Meeting

XXIV. Will the Middle District Meeting of Iowa remon-
strate against any District Meeting changing the time of hold-
ing Annual Meeting hereafter, for we favor the old established
time? The District Meeting granted the above request.

Answer: The following is the answer of the Annual Meeting:
Let the Annual Meeting grant the liberty to change, if the change
is wanted.

* 6

XXV. Is it according to the spirit of the Gospel and order
of the Brethren, when a committee is investigating difficulties in
a church, for the committee to confine each party to three witness-
es, especially to the accused who were not informed of the charges
to the investigation?

Answer: Not right according to the spirit of the Gospel and
order of the Brethren.

XXVI. When difficulties in a church have been disposed of by
a legal course of precedure, all implicated parties making satis-
factory acknowledgments and all the members present openly
and audibly, one by one, expressing themselves satisfied, does
Annual Meeting authorize committees (sent by that body) to
hear and investigate such matters at the request of only a few of
those members that expressed themselves, as above stated, and
in opposition to the body of the church? And if so, what en-
couragement have churches to make every effort to settle their
own difficulties, which has been the advice of Annual Meetings?

Answer. Let the committee determine their duty according
to the facts before them.

XXVII. Has any committee of elders a right, according to
Paul's instructions to Timothy, (1 Tim. 5: 19) to receive accusa-
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tions against an elder without witnesses? And if so, is it right
(

for them after going through an investigation of such accusations,

and finding them unsustained to drop the matters without ask-

ing anything of the accuser?

Answer: No.

XXVIII. Inasmuch as committees from Annual Meeting have

caused great dissatisfaction in their proceedings with churches

where they have made investigations, and for the preservation of

the peace of the church, and the confidence in our Annual Meet-

ing as well as the committees appointed by the same, And that

we might have as the Lord's people anciently had, but one measure

and one weight for all. Also do to others as we would have

them do to us, In consequence of the above, we humbly pray

and petition the District Meeting and Annual Meeting of 1880

to grant the following:

That when a committee is obtained through Annual Meet-

ing or otherwise, that a reasonable length of time prior to the

investigation which is to be made by said committee, the accusers

shall make known to the accused all the charges that are to be

investigated, so the accused may be prepared to defend the case

in the same degree of fairness, that members generally have in of-

fences committed against the church.

Answer: The District Meeting asks Annual Meeting to

grant the request. Annual Meeting grants the request.

The following report of the committee appointed by the An-

nual Meeting of 1878 to visit and settle difficulties in the Lost

Creek church, Miami county, Ohio, was presented to the Gen-

eral Council and accepted:

The committee appointed by Annual Meeting to visit the Lost

Creek Church, Miami county, Ohio, met the church in council on

the 13th of August, 1878, and upon the committee presenting itselt

to the church two of its members, namely, Daniel Brower and

James Ouinter, were rejected by brother Davy. And as but four

of the committee were present, brother Lint not having come, it

was found necessary for the committee to examine the character

of the objections made to the members objected to. J/ne Ob-

jection made to brother D. Brower was this: Brother Davy

charged him with presiding over a case in a council meeting ot

the Grove church, and dismissed him (brother Davy) without

informing him of the circumstance. Upon the examination of the

foregoing objection, and the testimony adduced, it plainly ap-

peared to the committee that brother Davy did not hold the othce

of 'bishop at the time of the council meeting above alluded to

and therefore he did not need to be informed that he was relieved
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of his charge for he was relieved of that when his membership was
taken from him. Hence we decide the objection of brother Davy
to brother D. Brower as a member of the committee, is invalid.

The objection to brother Quinter was as follows: He, broth-
er Davy, charged brother Quinter with refusing m an unkind man-
ner to eat and lodge with him, and also with saying he was guilty.
He also charged him with saying he could not now wish him well.
The charges were denied by brother Quinter and were not proven
by brother Davy. And though we do not believe the charges
proved or true, nevertheless, wishing to show brother Davy fair-
ness in every possible way we can/ decide that brother Quinter
shall not help to decide the case when the decision is made. But
we retain him on the committee.

There being no valid objections to the committee, it offered
itself to the church and was rejected, the vote standing sixteen
against the committee and seven for it. Then the committee pro-
ceeded to hear the charges, thinking the case was such that it was
called upon to proceed, though the church rejected it. The ob-
jections urged against the committee were as follows: First, be-
cause it was not legally asked for and hence illegally granted.
Secondly, because the proceedings of the church against him were
illegal, and, therefore, the committee had no right to investi-
gate the case. Brother Davy, after stating his objection to the
committee, left the meeting and went home, and the committee
proceeded to obtain the facts, as far as it possibly could, in regard
to existing difficulties. There was a church meeting held Feb-
ruary 1/th, 18/7, at which brother Davy was expelled from the
church. And m regard to this church meeting we obtained the
following tacts: First, the officers of the church sent two official
brethren to obtain certain letters from sister Mary Whiting writ-
te

,

n £y pother Davy. After those letters were obtained the officers
ot the church sent two brethren to investigate the case more fully
preparatory to bringing it before the church. After the investi-
gation by the official brethren, one of them visited brother Davy
and reported the charges to him verbally, and agreed with him to
call a council meeting, he choosing one of the elders. Then the
day beiore the said council the elders sent two brethren to broth-
er Davy to notify him to attend the council meeting He said
to them that he would not attend. Said council meeting was
held in the presence of a number of elders, when eighteen charges
were preferred again st brother Davy.

Brother Davy not being present, the church proceeded to in-
vestigate them. And upon the investigation thereof, sufficient tes-
timony was found to require his expulsion from the church in
the judgment of the council. There were present in this council
three churches, two besides the one in which brother Davy re-
sided, he having the oversight of them all. This being the case
because he had requested at a former meeting that thev all should
vote, they accordingly did so. Then there was a council meeting-
held on the 14th of April, 1877, at which brother Davy was re-
stored to his membership in the church. There was also a coun-
cil meeting held January 10th, 1878, caused by brother Davy bring-
ing a charge against elders from a distance imposing upon the

25
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Lost Creek church and adjoining elders. But on the morning of

the meeting brother Davy withdrew the above named charge.

There were present at this council eleven elders, and brother

Jos. M. Kauffman was chosen foreman, and he proposed to investi-

gate the proceedings of the council held on the 14th of February,

1877, at which Bro. Davy was expelled. He informed the elders

'from a distance that the adjoining elders only would act with the

council in the investigation, and that the elders from a distance

would take no part in it, only when called upon, though they were

the elders which worked with the church when brother Davy was

expelled. Although brother Kauffman found objections among the

elders to said investigation, he proceeded to make a partial in-

vestigation of the proceedings of said church meeting, in the fol-

lowing manner: He says the brethren were not sent by the church

to investigate and report the charges, while our investigation

proves that they were sent by the officers of the church, which is

the general order of the brethren in Ohio. He also says that a

visit was not sent brother Davy by the church; while our inves-

tigation shows that a visit was sent by some of the elders, and that

one of the brethren visited him, and gave him the privilege of

choosing one elder to assist in the meeting, and he did so. And
farther, he, brother Kauffman, says that the charges were riot

read to brother Davy that he might be prepared to meet them;

while our investigation proves that the charges were given to him

verbally, for the reason that he said it was not necessary that they

should be read. Again, in regard to the testimony, brother Kauff-

man says the brethren who were sent to make the investigation,

and who took the testimony in writing, did not have the witnesses to

sign their testimony; while our investigation proves that all the main

witnesses came to "the council and gave their testimony before the

church. Furthermore, when brother Kauffman inquired upon what

grounds brother Davy was expelled, he was answered that it was

upon the. eighteen charges preferred against him. Among them

being the charge of adultery. But when the foregoing answer

was given, brother Kauffman instead of investigating any of those

charges, dropped the matter of investigation, and in a divided and

confused state, some of the elders saying stop this matter and get

a committee from the Annual Meeting. But brother Kauffman

and brother Davy said you must have a decision or you cannot

get a committee from Annual Meeting. At this stage of the meet-

ing, brother Davy said the accused and the accuser could not sit

in judgment on their case. Whereupon brother Kauffman referred

to the minutes, showing what relations should withdraw from the

council. This was applied to the official brethren who
<

were sent

to investigate the evidence in the case, and their relatives which

caused a number of members to leave the council, much grieved

and dissatisfied with the proceedings. In a confused condi-

tion the vote was now taken upon the question, ' were the pro-

ceedings of the other meeting right or wrong? ' and decided to

be wrong by a large majority, and Bro. Davy was declared by

Bro. Kauffman to be in his full office.

Inasmuch as the committee was rejected by a majority of the

church, Bro. Davy being with that majority, we could not get a
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full investigation from that side, because they would not give
their matter into our hands, until we came to the investigation
of the council held January 10th, 1878, there brother Kauffman
acting tor brother Davy, presented that side.

, J£e ,4*?dfoa rcfercnce to the legality of the church meeting
01 heb. 14th, 1877, at which brother Davy was expelled, that therewas but one point of illegality in it, and that was that threechurches voted m the decision in the matter, and that was because
brother Davy requested that they should do so, and as he did
so, he cannot justly object to that illegality, as it would be tak-
ing advantage of his own wrong, and therefore the decision of
that meeting is valid. We also decide in reference to the churchmeeting of January 10th, 1878, which purports to be an investi-
gation of the legality of the council at which brother Davy was
expelled, that its proceedings were so partial and unfair, in that
it pretended to investigate the work of a former meeting and de-
barred seven elders from having anything to say, only when called
upon, and thus preventing them from making a defense while theirown work was being investigated, and in not allowing them to
say anything as to the manner of investigation, or as to whatwas to be investigated. And as brother Kauffman took the whole
matter thus into his hands, such a course cannot but be regarded
as unjust and even tyrannical. And in comparing his investiga-
tion with ours as we have already done, we decide that his investi-
gation was partial and failed to present the facts in their proper
light before the church. As the authority he assumed over the
elders and their work, and the course he pursued in said meet-
ing, gives a just cause of aggrievance, we decided he make anacknowledgment for the same.

We further decide that the foregoing facts in regard to the
council of Jan. 10th, 1878, are such as show it plainly to havebeen contrary to the order of our Brotherhood and the principles
Of the Gospel, and therefore the decision of it is null and void,and hence brother Davy stands in the church as he did before
said council; that is, as a private member.

(Signed by)

R. H. Miller,
Enoch Eby,
Daniel B rower,
James Quinter,

Committee.

_ _

The committee appointed by the Annual Meeting of 1879 to
visit and settle difficulties in Eastern Md., succeeded in its la-
bors in all the churches but one. The following part of its re-
port refers to unsettled difficulties, and it was presented to the
Annual Meeting and accepted.

And in regard to the second committee composed of the three
following elders, namely: Isaac Pfoutz, D. K. Sayler, A. H. Sen-
seny, and the two following brethren in the second degree of the
ministry, namely: Jesse Roop and Henry Sayler, whom they con-
stituted elders m trying the proceedings of the former committeewe found, first, that they were not adjoining elders, Second,
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that they were not called by the church. Third, that they did not

notify the parties opposed to D. Gibbin. Fourthly, they did not

give any notice to the committee whose work they designed to

investigate. Fifth, they gave no public or general notice to the

church of their meeting, and went on and tried the case in the

absence of all the parties interested but D. Gibbin and his friends. And

though they have rejected us as a committee we decide that they

make satisfaction to the former committee, and those who brought

charges against D. Gibbin. And if they do not, we recommend

that "the Annual Meeting send a committee here to enforce sub-

mission to its authority.

The committee sent a request to the oldest elder in the Bea-

ver Dam church to appoint a council meeting for the fu
[
the

[
nV

vestigation of the troubles in the churches in Eastern Maryland.

And "though the elder in his reply to us gave us to understand

that he would ascertain from his church whether a council would

be called, it appeared that he did not consult the church, but

that a council was refused us upon the authority of the official

members, without the church being informed of our wish, or

being consulted. And in view of the fact that we were refused a

council in said church, and as we found a great want of love and

union among the brethren of Eastern Maryland, we recommend

the Annual Meeting of 1880 to send a committee there with full

authority to set in order the things that are wanting.
R. H. Miller,

James Quinter,
William Mertzler,

C. G. Lint,

Daniel Keller,
Committee.

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be tendered to the

citizens of Lanark and vicinity for their unbounded hospitality;

to the several churches for their generosity in opening their

houses to our ministry; to the Railroad companies for their liber-

ality in granting greatly reduced rates, and to Dr. Fahrncy, of

Chicago, for his indefatigable labors in affording safe transit

through the city; to Messrs. Everets, Martindale and Flemming,

employees of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Co.,

for courtesies extended; to brother Howard Miller for ample rail-

road arrangements; to the Committee of Arrangements for the

accommodation offered and the system maintained throughout the

meeting.

Whereas, The present ticket arrangement does not give gen-

eral satisfaction; therefore

Resolved, First, That sisters and their special female friends

shall pay fifty cents for their tickets.

Resolved, Second, That in addition to regular tickets, meal

tickets at fifteen cents each shall be kept for sale.
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A resolution was passed constituting the Standing Committee
and Delegates a body to elect the Missionary Board, and the fol-
lowing Board was elected:

J. Quinter, of Pa.; S. T. Bosserman, of Ohio; Joseph Leedy,
of Indiana; E. Eby, of Illinois, and D. E. Brubaker, of Iowa.

The following is the organization of the Board with the ad-
dresses of the members: E. Eby, Lena, Stephenson comity, 111.,

dres.; S. T. Bosserman, Dunkirk, Hardin county, Ohio, Sec'y;
J. Quinter, Huntingdon, Pa., Treas.

The following committees were appointed to settle grievances
in churches:

1. A committee for the Urbana church, in Champaign Co.,
111., E. Eby, J. Wise and J. Metzger.

A committee to the Ephrata church, in Lancaster Co.,
Pa., Moses Miller, Christian Bucher and Henry Cassel.

3. A committee to the Conem augh church, in Cambria Co.,
Pa., J. Quinter, J, W. Brumbaugh and L. Kimmell.

4- A committee to the Astoria church, in Fulton Co., Ill,

R. H. Miller, D. France and J. R. Gish.

5. A committee to the Ashland church, Ashland Co., O., R.
H. Miller, E. Eby and J. Calvert.

6. A committee to the Antietam church, Franklin Co., Pa.,
R. H. Miller, J. Quinter and C. G. Lint.

7. A committee to Macoupin Co., Ilk, R. H. Miller, J. Quinter,

J. Calvert, E. Eby and J, Wise.
8. A committee to Rock Creek church, Whiteside Co., Ilk,

E. Eby, J. R. Gish and J. J, Em inert.

9. A committee to the Arnold's Grove church, Carroll Co.,
Ilk, E. Eby, D. E. Price and D. Deardorff.

10. A committee to North Manchester, Ind., R. H. Miller,
D. B rower and J. Rife.

11. A committee to Sandbrook, New Jersey, D. P. Saylor,
R. H. Miller, Moses Miller, C. Bucher and S. Harley.

12. A committee to the Eastern District of Md., R. H. Mil-
ler, J. Quinter and C. G. Lint.

13. A committee to the Massissinaway church, Ind., J. Rife,
George Cripe and J. Kaylor.

14. A committee to Eel River church, Ind., J. Reiff, G. Cripe
and Joseph Leedy.

15. A committee to Yellow Creek, and Elkhart Valley
churches, Ind., J. Rife, D. Bechtelheimer and Jos. Leedy.

16. A committee to Sugar Creek and Lafayette churches, O.,

R. H. Miller, E. Eby and J. Calvert.



390 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1881

17. A committee to Buffalo Valley church, Pa,, to carry out

a resolution of Annual Meeting of 1879, in regard to brother P.

Beaver, R. H. Miller, J. Qtlinter and Grabill Myers.

There having been no call for the Annual Meeting of 1881,

no place can now be named. When the brethren in some part

of the Brotherhood conclude to take the meeting, the announce-

ment will be made through the papers.

A short session on Friday morning, the fourth day of the

Council, closed the labors of Annual Meeting of 1880; and apparent-

ly a strong and general impression prevailed among the brethren

that our Council was one of unusual interest, importance and

benefit to the Brotherhood. And after a grateful acknowledg-

ment to our heavenly Father for his help and goodness to us

during our meeting, it was closed with much brotherly love pre-

vailing.

Standing Committee:— C. Bucher, J. Quinter, L. Kimmel, D.

P. Sayler, D. Long, P. Nininger, J. H. Lemon, J. Thomas, P. J.

Brown, J. P. Ebersole, J. Kauffman, J. Calvert, D. Bechtelheimer,

R. H. Miller, E. Eby, D. DeardorfT, J. Wise, J. S. Snyder, J.

Thomas, C. C. Root, S. S. Mohler, J. Lichty, M. F. Bare, I. Miller,

J. Berkey.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1881.

Ashland, Ohio.

On Monday the 6th of June, the Standing Committee met and

organized by appointing Enoch Eby, Moderator; James Quinter,

Writing Clerk, John Wise, Reading Clerk, and Samuel Myers,

Door-keeper.

On Tuesday morning the brethren assembled for public

council, and after the usual introductory services of a devotional

character, the business of the meeting was entered upon, and

the following questions were presented for consideration, and in

the fear of the Lord decided as stated.

I. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has again and again decided

in favor of plainness and uniformity in dress for both brethren

and sisters, and recommending to the churches to enforce it,

especially upon the ministers, and after all the counsel of Annual

Meeting there is a great lack of uniformity in dress on the part

of some members, ministers and deacons who travel and move

from place to place, and do not regard the plain uniformity as

recommended by Annual Meeting. The question is, is it right,
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according to the Gospel and the order of the church, especially
official members, to get a certificate of membership who move
from one arm of the church to another, and who do not observe
the authorized decisions of Annual Meeting?

Answer: This Annual Meeting decides that we cannot grant
a good certificate to such members, especially the officials.

II. We request Annual Meeting to permit the elders present
not^ belonging to the Standing Committee to open the meeting in
their absence after their hrst meeting, and thus relieve them of
much labor.

Answer: We believe it would be proper for any elder or
brethren to open the meeting with devotional exercises, but we
think the btandmg Committee should be present.

III. A brother was baptized while sick, not by his own re-
quest, but by the over-persuasion of his friends, and as soon as
he began to recover, regretted it, and became dissatisfied, think-
inS hi s baptism illegal and unsatisfactory to himself, and' wishes
to be baptized. Can it be done consistent with the Gospel?

_

Answer: If his mind was affected to such an extent through
sickness that he could not excercise faith and repentance he
might be re-baptized on his subsequent profession of faith and
repentance.

TV. The following papers came from different parts of the
Brotherhood, and were, by action of the council, submitted to
a committee of brethren to report upon them:

Inasmuch as brother H. R. Holsinger has been admonished
by the Annual Meeting again and again according to the Minutes
of Annual Meeting, to cease to publish articles conflicting with
the general order of the old brethren and good feeling of the
church, and still continues to do the same, we now request An-
nual Meeting to deal with him according to Matt. 18, and the
decision of Annual Meeting, either directly or by a committee,
and if he does not hear the church, hold him as a heathen man and
a publican.

Is it right for brethren to publish papers like the Progressive
Christian and Vindicator, creating and fostering strife by publish-
ing articles against the established order of the church, and if

not right, what is to be done with brethren who publish such a
paper or papers?

Answer: Not right for brethren to publish such a paper or
papers, and any brother or brethren that publish such a paper or
papers shall make an humble acknowledgment for so doing, and
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promise not to publish such articles any more in the future, said

acknowledgment and agreement to be published m their paper 01

papers.

Is District Meeting favorable towards calling the attention

of Annual Meeting to the character of the paper called Progressive

Christian, and require brother Holsinger, its present editor, to

cease publishing articles of criticism on Annual Meeting, its de-

cisions and its work among the churches through its organized

committee; and cease publishing his own articles, or those of

others advocating measures calculated to subvert the principles

and rules of order in our Brotherhood in matters of plainness of

dress, and against the exercise of the expelling power of re-

fractory members, and if he refuse so to promise, should not An-

nual Meeting declare such publication contrary to the best in-

terest of the Church of Christ, and provide accordingly?

Answer: This District Meeting requests Annual Meeting to

decide that the Progressive Christian and all like papers, purport-

ing to be published by a member or members of the Brethren

Church do not reflect the spirit and principles of the Church Ol

Christ.' The policy pursued by such papers is in direct opposition

to the principles enunciated in Titus 3: 1; 1 Peter 5: 5; James 4.

11 and 1 Peter II: 11. Editors and contributors who violate these

principles of the Gospel, subject themselves to arraignment and

trial before the congregation where they reside, or before Annual

Meeting. We further request Annual Meeting to require our edi-

tors U) conduct their respective papers according to Rom. 14: \J,

and Eph 4- 29 so that the body be edified, strengthened and uni-

fied in love and holiness. We also look with sorrow upon the

tendency to levity and jesting through the papers, and beseech

writers and teachers to avoid the degrading habit.and remembel

1st Thess 5: 6-8; Eph. 5: 4, and 4: 29; Titus 2: 2-12; 1 Peter ,1.

13 - 4- 7- 5- 8 And we further desire that Annual Meeting require

brother' H R. Holsinger to make confession for having violated

the Word of God in the manner in which he has conducted his

paper.

Whereas, H. R. Holsinger is publishing articles in his paper

which have a tendency to bring about discord among the Breth-

ren, and has a bad influence outside of the Brotherhood, we request

therefore that a committee be appointed whose duty it shall be

to take notice of that paper and if articles will continue to ap-

pear contrary to the faith and practice of the church, that it shall

be their duty to bring said Holsinger to an account as in their

judgment they may deem proper and right.

Answer- This meeting asks the Annual Meeting to grant and

appoint the committee herein asked for, that it may carry out the

decisions of 1879, Art. 16.
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Whereas, H. R, Holsinger, editor of the Progressive Christian,

is publishing and circulating through his paper and by tracts,

unchristian, and often untruthful reflections upon brethren, made
either by such who were subjected to their local church discipline,

or by such who withstand and resist parts of our general and
recognized church order; and also publicly through his paper
charges brethren with being untruthful, in violation of the Gospel
rule. Matt, 18: 16. And whereas the tendency of such publica-
tions is to encourage disorder and misrule among the churches,
affecting the peace and prosperity of local churches, and like-

wise the harmony of our general Conference, and whereas the

church of the Southern Missouri District unite their efforts with
all the churches of our general Brotherhood towards preserving
the principles and the precepts of the Gospel as embodied in our
long established and general recognized rules and order of church
fellowship. Will therefore District Meeting consider it advisable
to declare whether li. R. Holsinger, or others, can be held and
recognized by us as a brother, conducting a. paper of the character
of the Progressive Christian, now edited by H. R. Holsinger,
and to declare whether in its judgment he can of right and with
propriety be accepted to assist in general church work, or to

. ^ m i it -,
;.] n h'n j_ Cumin

i
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Answer: We view with fear the course pursued by H. R. Hol-
singer in the manner of conducting his paper and of the principle
he advocates, and we are unanimous in the conviction that it

should be declared that we cannot regard him as a brother, and
that he should be excluded from all participation in general church
work, and we place these, our convictions, in the hands of the
Standing Committee, to act in the premises as to them appears to
be necessary.

The committee to which the above papers were submitted,

made the following reports which were passed by the meeting:

We, the undersigned members of the committee appointed to

consider charges against H. R. Holsinger and Samuel Kinsey,

find that H. R. Holsinger is publishing a paper in which many
articles have appeared criticising the work of Annual Meeting,
and against the order of our church government, as also against
our order of observing the Gospel principle of non-iconformity

to the world in wearing-apparel after having been again and again

admonished by our Annual Meeting to be more guarded in his

publication, and promised to do so, which promise he has not

performed, but has continued his former course with increased
effort. We therefore recommend that this meeting appoint a
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committee to wait on him in his church and deal with him ac-

cording to his transgressions.

S. S. Mohler, Joel Neff,

Daniel Vaniman, C. Bucher,

D. E. Price, John Brillhart,

George W. Cripe, John Smith..

Abraham Miller.

In reference to the complaint alleged against brother Samuel

Kinsey, editor of the Vindicator, we find he has not used due

caution against admitting articles into his paper having a chis-

matic tendency, and criticising the work of committees, etc, (See

Vols. 11 and 12), and we recommend a committee to be appointed

to wait on him in his church and deal with him as his case de-

mands.

S. S. Mohler, John Brillhart,

C. Bucher, " D. E. Price,

G. W. Cripe, Abraham Miller,

John Smith, Joel Neff.

Daniel Vaniman.

V. The following papers having reference to our periodicals,

were also submitted to a committee to report on them to the

council:

Inasmuch as the Brethren have always and wisely opposed

paid or salaried ministry, because of its corrupting effects upon

the church, and inasmuch as the periodicals conducted by our

brethren under the present system are exposed to the same cor-

rupting influence; and also because of the present growing diffi-

culties in the Brotherhood which must largely be attributed to

the present number and system of conducting our papers; we

therefore recommend to the serious consideration of this District

Meeting the propriety of preparing and recommending to Annual

Meeting one system for the conducting of a single paper to be

under the supervision of the Brotherhood. With t his view to

concentrate the responsibility into a Board of Managers, whose

duty it shall be to see that they are conducted in harmony with

the spirit and tenor of the Gospel.

On motion the delegates selected a committee on publica-

tions and on the morning of the 18th the committee reported

as follows, which report after some debate, was accepted and

forwarded to Annual Meeting:

We, the undersigned brethren, having been appointed by the

present District Meeting to take into consideration the accompany-

ing recommendation, have, after due and prayerful thought, come
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to the following conclusions, which we herewith present to the

District Meeting now in session for its acceptance or rejection.

Whereas, The present manner of conducting the many papers

now in the Brotherhood is having an injurious effect upon the

church, therefore we ask Annual Meeting to appoint a committee

to see what can be done toward consolidating the papers and re-

port to next Annual Meeting a plan by which such consolidation

may be effected. And we further recommend that a committee

be appointed to call to account (if not done by the church in

which they live) all editors who shall allow objectionable articles

that may cause dissensions or strife, and especially of a personal

character, by referring to reports of committees or in any way
causing hard feeling.

Enoch E'by,

John J. Emmert,
Daniel Deardorff,

J. C. Lehman,
Edmond Forney,

David E. Price,

George D. Zollars,

D. L. Miller.

We ask District Meeting to enact something that will reduce

the superfluous number of periodicals now published in the Broth-

erhood, and thus suppress and avoid the useless and injurious

controversies that occur by reason of said superfluity.

The committee to which the above papers were submitted

made the following report which was passed by the council:

We, your undersigned committee, ha\r e prayerfully considered

the petition you presented us and in our humble judgment decide,

1. That the present unhappy state of things among us is not
occasioned by the number of papers published among us, but by
the character of the matter contained in them. We decide,

2. That the publication of a periodical is a private enterprise,

and if properly conducted, is an important auxiliary in disseminat-

ing truth, and as such this meeting has no right to prohibit their

publication. We decide,

3. That editors, like those who pursue other occupations, are

equally responsible to the church for their conduct and influence.

Now, whereas there are many grave objections coming to this

meeting raised against the offensive character of articles published

in some of our papers, and whereas these editors, or some of them,

have been admonished time and again, made promise after promise
and violated them, we therefore, as your committee, recommend
that when editors fail to make satisfaction for the offense they

thus commit, that Annual Meeting shall take the matter into con-
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sideration and send a committee to wait upon said editors in their

own congregations.
I. J. Rosenberger,
S o 1 mon BuckaI ew,
George Holler,

John Flory,

Joseph Bowman.

VI. Brethren that have been called to the ministry, and fail

to give evidence of their usefulness after a sufficient length of

time, should they then be relieved by the church when they re-

peatedly request it?

Answer: We decide that the church in such a case shall do

as it judges best.

VII. This Annual Meeting is asked to re-consider article

26, of Minutes of 1880 (Huntingdon copy,) and if the present an-

swer be adopted, to answer the following question: If members
may bring up, and committees investigate matters settled as set

forth in said article, how shall congregations transact business

so as to be final, or have congregations no such power?

Answer: We decide not to re-consider the article referred
to, and in regard to the second part of the query, we decide that an
appeal may be made from a former decision of the church if the
committee sent urges it expedient to do so.

VIII. The Maquoketa church asks Annual Meeting through

the Middle District of Iowa, how to proceed with a woman that

was deceived by a man, and afterwards, to get rid of her and the

law, he married her by compulsion but never lived with her. She.

sometime afterwards made application and was received into the

church, and has lived a very consistent life since, but finally made
application for a divorce and married another man. Under these

circumstances can she be held as a member? Remember, they

never lived together as man and wife after marriage.

Answer: If such cannot decide for herself according to
Minutes of 1868 and 1880, let her seek the aid of adjoining elders.

IX. What is to be done with a brother or elder who goes a

distance of ninety or one hundred miles to preach in another arm
of the church, which is under the charge of Elder S. and gives

liberty to disowned members who were guilty of railing against

the council of Annual Meeting, and one who is guilty of gross

immorality, to take part in the meeting, and to close the meeting
with prayer; although Elder E. knew the circumstances and the

relation of said members to the church. The members of said
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church being offended by Elder E.'s proceedings, informed Elder

S. their elder., and he wrote to Elder E., who agreed to meet Elder

S. and offended members in council at the place where the of-

fense was committed, but when the council was called, Elder E.

refused to attend because he had corn to husk, however the mem-

bers in council considered the case and decided that Elder E.

should make an acknowledgment at the place where the offense

was committed and informed Elder E. of the decision, but he re-

fused to comply or give satisfaction,

Answer: This District Meeting considers that Elder E. has

done wrong, and refers this to Annual Meeting for their decision.

Answer: It is wrong for an elder to do so, and we send a

committee to get him in order and settle the troubles. And all

elders, ministers or members disregarding the council of a church

in fellowshiping expelled members, subject themselves to the

council of the church.
X. Inasmuch as there is a growing tendency to disregard the

order of the church in regard to wearing-apparel, what would be

the best way to stop the evil; or what should be done with elders

who do not enforce them?

Answer: This question was deferred.

XL Whereas, The officers in the church are the servants of

the church, and it is therefore reasonable that they should be the

servants of the majority, and as it is possible for a person to be

elected against his will to fill an office by a minority (with the

plurality system) only to be publicly disgraced by being deposed

by a majority who had never chosen him;

Resolved, That we petition Annual Meeting to authorize all

elections in the Brotherhood to be made by a majority of the votes

cast.

Answer: We decide that no change shall be made at present

in the manner of electing our church officers.

XII. As Paul in giving the qualifications of a bishop does not

say that he should be the oldest in office, we petition Annual Meet-

ing to repeal that qualification, and confine the qualification to

Scripture only.

Answer: The Brethren ordaining elders, do not overlook

the qualifications of elders as given by Paul, but the order of the

church has been that when ministers eligible to office, and having

about equal qualifications, to ordain the oldest. Provision, how-

ever, has been made that, under certain circumstances, the voice
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of the church may be taken to decide which of the ministers
shall be ordained.

XIII. Whereas, Annual Meeting is always a large assembly,

and it is next to impossible to get anything like a definite vote

from the whole assembly; and even if we could obtain a definite

vote on every question from the whole assembly, the decisions must
necessarily partake of the sentiments of the district in which An-
nual Meeting is held, on account of the superior number of voters

by which it is represented; and,

Whereas, the Brotherhood can be evenly represented by dele-

gates, and the work much more expeditiously and satisfactorily

performed by confining the voting entirely to the delegates, there-

fore,

Resolved, That we pray Annual Meeting to make all her de-

cisions by a majority vote of the delegates present.

Answer: We decide to make no change.

XIV. Inasmuch as the use of tobacco is offensive to the ma-
jority of the followers of Christ, and it seems that the Scriptures,

indirectly if not directly, forbid its use, we petition District Meet-
ing to petition Annual Meeting that hereafter the offices of preach-

er, deacon, or any other office in the church be given to no one

unless he will abstain from its use, except for medical purposes.

Answer: We re-affirm the old decisions of 1817 and 1827, and
advise all the officers of the church to abstain from its use.

Concerning the use of tobacco, it was in union considered,
that if a member should be contaminated with it, such should be
admonished to quit it; and if it would not be told, such a member
could not be elected to any office in the church. Art. 1, Minutes
of 1817.

Concerning members who engage in the raising of tobacco.
Considered that members should have nothing to do with such
things by which so much mischief is done, and so many men (and
women too) are led captive as is with the case of tobacco. Art.
12, of Minutes of 1827.

XV. The Southern District of Illinois hereby petitions Annual
Meeting to send only such brethren on committees to settle difficul-

ties in churches who are in the general order of the Brotherhood

in dress and in the wearing of the hair.

Answer: Agreed to by Annual Meeting.

XVI. Wr
e request Annual Meeting through District Meeting

to send only such brethren as delegates and members of the

Standing Committee and to settle difficulties, wdio are sound in the
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faith, and who carry out and advocate the order of the church in

wearing the clothes, hair and beard, as well as in everything else,

with the understanding that they will be rejected if not sent in

harmony with the above.

Answer: Brethren who opposed the established order of the
church are not suitable brethren to settle troubles in the church,
or to represent as delegates.

XVII. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting of 1876, Art. 8, forbids

members who dress after the fashions of the world to speak in

public at our Conference, should not churches and District Meet-

ings be instructed to send only such delegates who dress them-

selves and wear their hair after the general order of the Brother-

hood, and who try to carry out this decision?

Answer: Yes.

XVIII. Is it right for elders to go out of their State or State

districts, ordaining elders without the consent of adjoining elders?

AnswTer: Not right, and the general Brotherhood will not

recognize such proceedings.

XIX. In Minutes of Annual Meeting of 1866, Art. 27, sisters*

overcoats are classed with jewelry and other vain things. Shall,

therefore, sisters who wear plain overcoats, for this be dealt with

according to Matt. 18?

Answer: No.

XX. Is it according to the order of the Brethren and elders,

or any other brethren, to hold secret or clandestine meetings for

the purpose of circulating petitions or for any other purpose?

Answer: No; and brethren doing as above stated should fall

into the judgment of the church.

XXI. Whereas, There is much dissatisfaction expressed by

many because of the inconsistencies they see in the general Broth-

erhood in the matter of wearing hats by the sisters; some localities

being" compelled by committees and decisions of Annual Confer-

ence to make it a test of fellowship by which many have been ex-

pelled from the church, while other localities or districts are ad-

mitting that for which others are being expelled, hence the just

cause for complaining of inconsistencies in the Brotherhood. We
therefore ask this District Meeting to say whether the wearing of

hats by the sisters shall be made a test of fellowship; if so, to see

that the same be enforced in all places in the Brotherhood, thereby

removing the inconsistencies referred to,
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Inasmuch as the Annual Conference has decided that sisters

shall not wear hats, elders and officers should see that this de-

cision is carried out.

Answer: Elders who do not do so, shall he dealt with as
transgressors,

XXII. Resolved, That the decisions in regard to what is called
the Miami Valley elders' petition, is as near right as any that can
be reached upon the questions embodied in said petition; and the

prosperity of the Brotherhood demands that said decision of An-
nual Conference of 1880 remain unchanged.

Answer: We decide that it remain unchanged.

XXIII. Inasmuch as there are. some brethren living in Meigs
county, Ohio, where there is no legal organized church, who have
been baptized by the brethren of Southern Ohio, and there being
much confusion between them and the old brethren of Southern
Ohio, on the subject of Feet-washing, we ask Annual Conference
to reconsider all queries and answers on this subject since 1872,

Art. 17, and to re-adopt the decision of that year as the rule and
practice of the Church of the Brethren.

Answer: We decide to re-adopt the decision of 1877, as the
best we can do under existing circumstances.

XXIV. Inasmuch as the Foreign and Domestic mission is

causing trouble and confusion in the Church of the Brethren, we
ask Annual Meeting to consider all its decisions on this subject
since 1868, Art. 21, and to re-adopt the decision of that year.

Answer: We do re-adopt the decisions of 1868, but to save
the Danish mission and the arrangement of 1880 from being dis-
organized, we leave them stand at least one year.

XXV. As the latter decision of Annual Meeting on the subject

*of Sabbath-schools lias caused trouble and confusion, we ask An-
nual Meeting to consider all its decisions on this subject since 1871,

Art. 17, and re-adopt the decisions of that year.

Answer: We adopt the decisions of 1871, Art. 17, as the best
for the peace of the church, but where there is a large majority, or
even a minority who can hold a Sabbath-school without interfering
with the peace and union of the church, they may have the

privilege of such a school.

XXVI. Inasmuch as the High Schools are causing trouble

and confusion by their being called " Brethren's Schools," we ask

Annual Meeting to decide that they shall not be called by that

name.
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Answer: Whereas the name "Brethren's Schools'' has given
offense to some, we decide that the name be avoided as much
as expedient, and that they be called after the names of the
places in which they are located.

XXVII. Is a person a legal member of the church, according

to Acts 8: 17, and 9: 6, who had hands laid on him after baptism,

out of the water? If so, we ask the brethren to re-consider and

change the reading of the Minutes of 1848, Art. 3, and 1858, Art.

41, so as to recommend to the different churches to follow the

example of the apostles in the laying on of hands out of the

water.

Answer: Yes, but in regard to the latter part of the question,
we answer that we make no change in the general order.

XXVIII. Is it according to the Gospel and apostolic precedent

to practice the laying on of hands in prayer which follows baptism

after the administrator and the party baptized come up out of the

water?

Answer: This question was deferred.

XXIX. Will this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to grant

relatives, as defined by Annual Meeting 1874, Art. 11, the same

privilege as granted to the accused in Annual Meeting 1878, Art.

6, as asking them to be satisfied with a pending case before they

hear it, often fails to give satisfaction.

Answer: Annual Meeting decides that the relatives shall

have the same privilege the accused have.

XXX. With regard to the missionary plan, with its board of

directors, etc., we are not in full harmony with, and therefore offer

the following: That we ask Annual Meeting of 1881, through Dis-

trict Meeting*, to recall said decision of last year in which we fear

a paid ministry is encouraged, and urge it earnestly upon the

Brotherhood to be more actively engaged in spreading the truth

amongst us and to all as much as can be done, but in a more sim-

ple manner after the pattern and advice of the church as given us

heretofore.

. Answer: This question was deferred.

XXXI. Is it right, or according to the Gospel and the order

of the Brethren, for an elder to get up in Annual Council and ex-

press himself that there is a number of decisions passed at Annual

26
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Council that lie does not regard at all, and then have such a one
on the Standing Committee?

Answer: It is not right to do so.

Committees appointed to visit churches to settle grievances:

1. Bear Creek church, Montgomery county, Ohio, to carry out

decision of former committee, R. IT. Miller, D. Brower, J. P, Eber-

sole, Jacob Rife and I, J. Rosenberger.

2. To the Wolf Creek church, Montgomery county, Ohio, the

same as above.

3. To Bear Creek church, Ohio, D. P. Saylor, D. Long, and

C. G. Lint.

4. To settle difficulties between two brethren, one in North
Manchester, and one in Eel River church, Inch, Jacob Rife, G. W.
Cripe and J. H. Miller.

5. To the Amwell church, N. J., D. P. Saylor, R. H, Miller,

Christian Bucher, John Wise and J. Quinter.

6. To Cold Water and Maquoketa churches, Iowa, John
Thomas, Robert Badger and Michael Sisler.

7. To Waddam's Grove church, 111., R. H. Miller, J. Wise, and

Daniel Vaniman.

8. To Ashland, Ohio, called by S. Z. Sharp, John Wise, E. Eby,

Joseph Kauffman and I. J. Rosenberger.

9. To Middle Fork church, Ind., R. H. Miller, Daniel Bow-
man and George Hoover.

10. To Conemaugh church, Pa., J. Wise, C. G. Lint, L. Kimmel,

J. W. Brumbaugh and James Quinter.

11. To Still Water church, Ohio, D. Long and C. G. Lint.

12. To the Berlin church, Pa., J. Wise, E. Eby, C. Bucher,

D. Long and Joseph Kauffman.

The following resolutions were passed:

1. Resolved, That the Standing Committee, hereafter meet on
Friday morning before Pentecost to organize at that time instead

of Monday morning. But petitions for committees, &c, will not

be received until Monday.
2. Resolved, That the thanks of the meeting be given to the

Railroad Companies that have given us favors, to the people of

Ashland for their hospitality, and to the trustees of Ashland Col-

lege for their generosity in granting the use of the college for the

accommodations of the meeting.

3. Resolved, That we accept the invitation of the brethren in

the Northern District of Indiana for the Annual Meeting of 1882,

and will, the Lord willing, meet with our brethren there in 1882.
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As the meeting could not continue in session more than four
days, it did not finish all the business that was before it. The
business of the following States was laid over until next year:
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Michigan, and
lhe Districts of North-eastern Ohio, North-western Ohio, Tennes-
see, Texas and Denmark.

The undersigned reported to the meeting that he had in his
possession a balance of about one hundred dollars of the money
collected t0 defray expenses of the committee to California, and
was directed to retain it until Annual Meeting shall have occasion
to use it in paying the expenses of some other committee.

J. Quinter.
The meeting closed with devotional exercises.
Standing Committee:—J. S. Flory, C. C. Root, Robert Badger,

E. Forney, J. Rife, D. Sturgis, R. H. Miller, C. G. Lint, Samuel
Harley, J. Trostle, D. B. Arnold, J. H. Lemon, Isaac Miller, A.
Hutchison, J. Thomas, E, Eby, J. Wise, D. E. Wolfe, D. Brower,
Jos. Kauffman, Moses Miller, D. P. Saylor, D. Stouffer,' Isaac Long]
G. C. Bowman, D. Hays,

• ANNUAL MEETING OF 1882.

Arnold's, Kosciusko Co., Ind.

On Monday, the 29th of May, the Standing Committee met
and organized by appointing Enoch Eby, Moderator, James Quin-
ter, Writing Clerk, John Wise, Reading Clerk, and J. S. Hobing-
er, door keeper.

On Tuesday morning the brethren assembled for public coun-
cil, and after the usual introductory services of a devotional
character, the business of the meeting was entered upon, and the
following questions were presented for consideration, and in the
fear of the Lord decided as herein stated.

I, Will Annual Meeting grant the same liberty to sisters to
vote on questions at Annual Meeting that brethren have?

Answer: Yes.

II. We, the undersigned Committee, appointed by Annual
Meeting to go to the Berlin church, Somerset county, Pa., "to
wait on Elder H. R. Holsinger, and deal with him according to his

transgressions," do report as follows:

Met with the Berlin church on Tuesday, August 9th, 1881,

and were unanimously accepted by the church, H. R. Holsinger
included. And upon the question to H. R. Holsinger, whether he
would concede to, and accept of the general usages of the church
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in conducting this investigation? H. R. Holsingcr declined, where-

upon a lengthy discussion followed upon the following departure

from the general usages of the church:

1st. H. R. Holsinger employed a stenographer to take down

and publish the proceedings of the Council.

2nd. The Council to be held in the presence of persons not

members of the church, which discussion closed by the Berlin

church saying that they had passed a resolution in absence of the

Committee, that they will have a full report of proceedings taken;

and right on this, passed, in presence of the Committee, the fol-

lowing:

Resolved, That this Council shall be held openly to all mem-

bers, and persons not members of the Brethren church will be con-

sidered present by courtesy only, and none but the members of

the Berlin Church and the Committee are invited to participate in

the business.

Wednesday, August 10 met at 9 a. m. according to adjournment.

The Chairman announced to the meeting that the Committee

feared the members did not understand the responsibilities they as-

sumed yesterday and proposed a re-consideration and rescinding

of their decisions. After some investigation of the propriety of re-

consideration brother Holsinger gave liberty for any one to make

a motion to that effect, but no motion was offered. After due time

the Committee retired and decided as follows:

In view of the above considerations, especially in view of the

fact that brother H. R. Holsinger refused to have his case inves-

tigated by the Committee in harmony with the Gospel as inter-

preted by our Annual Meeting, and the consent of our general

brotherhood, and inasmuch as brother H. R. Holsinger and the

Berlin church assumed all responsibility in the case, therefore we

decided: That brother H. R. Holsinger cannot be held in fellow-

ship in the brotherhood, and all who depart with him shall be

held responsible to the action of the next Annual Meeting.

John Wise,

Enoch Eby,

C. Bucher,

David Long,

Joseph N. Kauffman.

The foregoing* report was accepted.

Ill Will this District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to

make a change in sending out committees to settle difficulties so

that those of a financial character be settled by brethren who are
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not ministers, and those that involve points of doctrine and church

organizations be settled by committees of elders only?

Answer: Annual Meeting grants the petition,.

IV. Inasmuch as the Annual Meeting has accepted the Re-

port of the Berlin committee, in which certain parties are cited to

the action of this Annual .Meeting, the following case being in har-

mony with the above, we answer the whole as follows: We further

petition Annual Meeting to declare any member, whether lay mem-
ber, elder, teacher, deacon or printer, who will speak, preach, write,

or publish anything disrespectful against the doctrine, order, cus-

tom, or usages of the general Church is an offender against the

general Brotherhood, and he shall be reported to the church in

which he holds his membership by any one cognizant of the facts,

and the church shall try him as an offender against the Brother-

hood, and if he will not acknowledge his offence through the same
medium he uttered his offence, and promise to do so no more, the

church shall expel him. And any one who will hold Christian

fellowship with such expelled ones shall fall under the same judg-

ment. And if the church in which such offenders hold their mem-
bership will refuse to proceed against her offenders, said church

shall be reported to Annual Meeting by any one knowing the fact,

and Annual Meeting shall try said church by a committee, and if

need be, expel all her rebellious members. And these decisions

shall take effect from the time of their adoption.

Annual Meeting grants this petition with this amendment,
That all churches having such offenders, or any others that are
guilty of offences not specified above, and the church in which
they held their membership will neglect, or refuse to try them for
their offence, it shall be the duty of the adjoining elders to have
them tried as set forth above. But if the majority of the church
will hinder the trial, then those elders shall proceed in that work
with the minority of said church according to Art. 18, of Annual
Meeting, 1869. And said decision shall be respected until reversed
by Annual Meeting.

But in case a brother, or brethren, shall speak reproachfully
against Annual Meeting, or her proceedings at: the time and place
of Annual Meeting, said brethren shall be held as offenders against
the general brotherhood, and they shall be tried at once by a com-
mittee appointed by the Standing Committee, and approved by the

general council, and said committee shall deal with them according
to their offence, and their decision shall be respected by the Gen-
eral Council, and by the respective churches. The word reproach-

fully shall not be so construed as to prevent any brother from
expressing his opinion with Christian courtesy.

V. District Meeting petitions Annual Meeting of 1882 to de-
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cide that hereafter all queries to Annual Meeting for decision,

shall m all cases be decided according to the Scriptures, where

there is any thing direct (" Thus saith the Lord,") applying to the

question. And all questions to which there is no direct expressed

Scripture applying, it shall be decided according to the spirit and

meaning of the Scripture. And that decision shall be mandatory

to all the churches having such cases as the decision covers. And

all who shall not so heed and observe it shall be held as not hear-

ing the church, and shall be dealt with accordingly.

Answer: The petition is granted.

VI. District Meeting petitions Annual Meeting of 1882 to ap-

point a committee, consisting of one member from each district,

who shall make their own organization, and said committee shall

during the year write out in regular order and form, the Rule,

Order and Practice of the German Baptist church, and submit the

same to the Annual Meeting of 1883 for approval and adoption. And
when adopted by the Annual Meeting it shall be the rule, order

and practice for the general brotherhood. And all who will not

so heed and observe it shall be deemed as not hearing the Church,

and dealt with accordingly.

Answer: Indefinitely postponed.

VII. Does the general brotherhood consider it right to elect

a brother from among the ministering brethren and ordain him

without respect to age in office, and passing by two or three that

may be older in office and that have perhaps nearly all the qualifi-

cations, while the one chosen may be as deficient in as many?

And if it is not right what shall be done with brethren and elders

that have done, and still are doing so?

The District Meeting considers it wrong to do as above stated;

and asks Annual Meeting to stop such practice, and to correct

what has thus been done, and caused trouble in our brotherhood.

Answer: Passed as it came from the District Meeting.

VIII. How is it considered when ministers go into a regularly

organized congregation and hold met* tings with excommunicated

members, and fellowship and even commune with them?

Answer: We decide that this question is answered in the an-

swer to query 4, passed at this meeting.

IX. Inasmuch as the gratuitous ministry of the Word of God,

as a general rule, is of plain precept and example in the Gospel of"

Christ, and is a fundamental principle in the order and practice of
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our Brotherhood, we advise that no Annual or District Meeting

should hereafter, admit to its deliberations, in any capacity what-

ever and no church should fellowship any official or other member
who will speak, preach, write or publish doctrine, statedly or per-

sistently, that is in opposition, or inconsistent with the general

rule and practice of the Church, provided, however, that nothing

contained in the above rule shall be construed to prohibit indi-

vidual churches, or Mission Boards, or Committees of the Brethren

from defraying the necessary expenses of ministers who engage

actively, most of their time, any one or more years, in the Evan-

gelistic or Mission Service of the Brethren, nor against the

Minutes of Annual Meeting not inconsistent therewith as hereto-

fore adopted and amended.

Answer: We decide that this query is answered by decisions
previously made by the meeting.

X. We also declare distinctly that our loyal and faithful

Brotherhood should neither fellowship, countenance nor tolerate

those who would undertake to establish, under any pretence or

color whatever, theological schools, or theological departments of

schools or colleges, having- in contemplation or purpose the train-

ing or graduation of any youth specially for the ministry of the

Brotherhood or elsewhere, but we should faithfully adhere to our

long-established practice in calling brethren to the ministry.

The Annual Meeting passed this paper as it came from the

District Meeting.

XI. A congregation with the assistance of two ordained elders

from other districts, disown some of her members from church

fellowship, and the disowned members (with perhaps others)

draw up a paper in which they set forth that they will not be under

the administration and jurisdiction of the bishop (the bishop of

the church that disowned them) and some of these disowned

members carried said paper around among some of the members,

but not to all, only to a small proportion, to obtain their names to

said paper, using, in some instances, undue means to obtain them,

and when a certain number of names were obtained, the paper

with names attached was sent to the " Bishop and all whom it

may concern." The paper and names were read by the elder to

the congregation. The congregation accepts the withdrawal of

those who had not already been disowned. They were notified

that their withdrawal was accepted, and that their connection with

church fellowship was severed. Following this, these disowned

members made application for membership in an adjoining district.
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Said district in one of her councils, heard their aggrievances, and
decided to receive them into their church fellowship. All this

being clone in the absence of the members by whom they were
disowned, nor even giving them any notice of their purposes.

Then an elder of an adjoining district, with some of his members
comes into the district from which they were disowned and organ-

izes them into a separate body from that to which they formerly
belonged, calling them brethren of the church, or congregation
that thus received them. Some time after the elder with these
members of this organization, received into their fellowship persons
that had several years before been disowned from church fellow-

ship, and that had made no satisfaction to the church that had

disowned them, and received into their fellowship such as were

disowned by an adjoining district, have introduced instrumental

music into their place of worship, and having a salaried hired

ministry, etc. The questions we pray to have answered, based
upon the above are the following:

First. Can a district or church that treats the action or deci-

sion of a regularly organized district as above set forth be consid-

ered in full union or communion with her sister churches, as long

as she holds such she thus receives into her fellowship?

Second. Can an elder or elders that go into the acknowledged
district of an elder, and organize a church as above stated, hold
their office of eldership?

Third. Are such disowned members, though received, as

above set forth, to be held as members of the brethren church?

Fourth. In case such or similar organizations continue their

meetings, are our ministering brethren under any circumstances

permitted to preach for them, holding them as members of the

Brethren church, work with them for the purpose of increasing

their number?

Answers

:

First. Such church is not in full union and communion if she
persists in such work.

Second. No.
Third. No.
Fourth. No,

XTT. Should we not strictly observe, as God's people, the

yearly National Thanksgiving day, as ordered by the chief execu-

tive of our land, and recommend thanksgiving services to be held

in each congregation of our beloved Brotherhood upon that day?

Answer: Yes.
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XIII. Whereas, certain ciders and others became grieved at

onr Annual Meeting in her manner of doing business, and also at

some of her decisions, and hence have framed certain resolutions

in which arc set forth the cause of their grievances. And on the
24th of August, 1881, they met together from different States in

the Ludlow and Painter Creek church, Darke county, Ohio, where
those resolutions were read, and some remarks made Upon their

merits, etc., and after an explanation by their foreman when he
said, "that all who vote for these resolutions, separate themselves

from the general brotherhood and its Annual Meeting." They
then took a rising vote to ascertain who were willing to accept
their resolutions, thereby causing a division in the brotherhood, and
especially in Southern Ohio, hence bringing about a necessity
for the elders and officers of the church, who were still willing

to stand by the general order and usages of our Annual Meeting,

to bring the matter before their local churches, where all that

have gone with the resolutions were excommunicated from the

church. Therefore, Resolved, That we ask Annual Meeting
through District Meeting to endorse the action of the churches in

Southern Ohio and elsewhere in regard to those who have gone
with the resolutions and also to enter the same upon the minutes.

Answer: Tics \rrrmal Meeting does endorse the action of the
churches which expelled the members who accepted the resolutions
referred to above.

XIV. Since Annual Meeting has granted members the privi-

lege to apply to District Meeting for committees to settle difficul-

ties that could not be settled by local churches, will not this

District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to make it the duty of such

members to apply first to District Meeting for a committee, and
such committee, if granted, be required to keep a complete record

of the case, and leave a copy with the church where the trouble

exists; and if said committee fails to render satisfaction, either

party may then apply to Annual Meeting for a committee by pre-

senting a copy of proceedings of former committee with the

application to standing committee, and thereby enabling standing

committee (to some extent, at least) to judge of the necessity or

propriety of sending a committee.

Answer: Yes; but this shall not be construed so as to prohibit
Annual Meeting hearing a case and sending a committee when a

district fails to do so.

XV. The following Report, as amended by the General

Council, of the committee to whom were submitted the papers
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asking for a change in the manner of holding the Annual Meeting

was accepted:

1. We advise that there be no change in the manner of electing

the Standing Committee, but no elder shall be elected to serve on
Standing Committee more than two years in four.

2. We further decide that each congregation having a member-
ship of 200 or less may send one delegate.

Congregations if over 200 members may send two. The Dele-

gates thus sent with the Standing Committee shall compose the

voting power of Annual Meeting.
All members present shall have the right to participate in the

discussion of all questions before the meeting; and in case any

query or queries cannot pass by unanimous consent, the Delegates

and Standing Committee shall decide then by a two-third major-

ity.

B. F. Moornaw,
S. C. Stump,
John Humberger,
L. H. Dickey,
E, W. Stoner,

J, S. Snyder,
Edmund Forney,
John Brilhart,

Samuel Harley,
Geo. W. Cripe.

XVI. The following report from the Committee to whom
were submitted the papers asking for a revision of the minutes of

Annual Meeting, was presented to the general Council and ac-

cepted:

1. That the Standing Committee appoint a Committee of fifteen

brethren chosen from the different sections of the Brotherhood

and representing the views of the Brotherhood in general.

2. That each member of said Committee shall take all the min-

utes of Annual Meeting, and
1. Select all such minutes as are not obsolete,

2. Such as do not conflict with later decisions.

3. Such as do not seem to conflict with the express or implied

meaning of the Scriptures.

4. Combine all such as are of a similar nature and submit the

^arne to a conference of all the members of said Committee which

shall revise the work of all, and submit their work to next Annual

Meeting for adoption.
C. G. Lint,
Daniel Chambers,
Daniel R. Sayler,

P. S. Myers/
Elias Brubaker,
S. Z. Sharp.

XVII. Whereas the present manner of dealing with members
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who publish schismatic articles or otherwise give offence to the

general Brotherhood is both expensive and unsatisfactory. There-

fore we recommend the following to be forwarded to Annual

Meeting:

1. Let the local church send the charge against the offending

party to District Meeting,

2. If District Meeting considers the case of sufficient impor-

tance to require an action, then she shall send the charge to

Annual Meeting and appoint a brother to represent the said dis-

trict in the case. Said District Meeting shall also inform the

offending party of the charge or charges against him and notify

him to appear at Annual Meeting to defend himself there.

3. Annual Meeting shall then appoint a Committee to investi-

gate the case before whom the representative from said District

Meeting shall appear and make a statement of the case. And the

offending party shall have the privilege of answering to the charges

before said Committee. The Committee shall then make a de-

cision and report to Annual Meeting while she is yet in session

for approval, amendment or rejection. Submitted to Annual

Meeting.

Answer: Passed by the general Council as submitted by the

District Meeting.

XVI T I. Inasmuch as pride and fashion is on the increase in

the church, and as there are ministers and elders in the church

who are encouraging members to become disobedient to the Gos-

pel and ruling of the church, and wounding the feelings of many of

our dear members. And as there are many of our dear members

still partially clinging to the church with the hope that next

Annual Meeting will do something to arrest this progressive

tendency in the body. Will not this District Meeting urge Annual

Meeting to strictly enforce and carry out minutes of Annual

Meeting of 1876, (Art. 18th?) Submitted to Annual Meeting.

Answer; Passed by the general Council.

XIX. Whereas there is a tendency in places in our brother-

hood toward a salaried ministry, will this District Meeting ask

Annual Meeting that there be no specified sum per day, week,

month or year, paid to ministers on missions or any other work;

but the Mission Board or Committee having control of funds may

donate to ministers such sums as in their judgment their circum-

stances require.
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Answer: Passed by Annual Meeting as requested by the Dis-

trict Meeting.

XX. Will District Meeting of Northern Indiana decide to ask

Annual Meeting to decide that all persons or churches asking for

committees shall first make an effort to have their troubles settled

according to the Gospel and order of the brethren, before any

committee be granted by Annual or District Meeting?

Answer: Annual Meetings and District Meetings should not
send committees until they are certain every lawful effort has
failed to settle the trouble.

XXL The committee to whom were submitted the papers

asking for the consolidation of our periodicals, presented two

reports. The following was accepted:

We the owners and publishers of the " Primitive Christian " and
Brethren at Work," have this day agreed upon a basis of con-

solidation on the following conditions:
Two papers shall be published, one East and one West, or one

paper with a branch office, as Annual Meeting and the consoli-

dated firm may think to be for the best interests of the church.

The Annual Meeting shall recognize this paper, or papers, as

the case may be, as the official church paper.
We agree to make ourselves directly amenable to Annual

Meeting for the contents and character of the paper or papers.

We also further agree to purchase at a reasonable price any
other papers now published in the Brotherhood, and to merge
them into the consolidated paper or papers:

If the above is not acceptable to Annual Meeting, we hereby
agree to sell our respective papers to any company that this An-
nual Meeting may designate at the price agreed upon between
ourselves as the basis for our proposed consolidation.

Quinter & Brumbaugh Bros.
Miller & Amick.

Milford, Ind., June 1, 1882.

Committee: D. L. Miller, BI. K. Myers, H. B. Brumbaugh,
R. H. Miller, S. T. Bosserman, J. 1 Iarshberger.

XXII. Does District Meeting consider Sunday-school Con-

ventions a means to promote the interests and peace of the church,

—a means to maintain the s implicit} 7 of the Gospel of Christ, and

a in cans to encourage the principles and the practice of n on- con-

formity to the world?

Answer: No; and since holding conventions is not authorized

by Annual Meeting, we ask Annual Meeting to advise against

them.

The foregoing is the answer of the District Meeting, the

following is the answer of Annual Meeting:
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Answer: However much we are in favor of Sunday-schools,
and believe they are promotive of good and enhance the" cause of
Christianity, yet the Annual Meeting cannot allow the unnecessary
appendage of Sunday-school Conventions which follow the course
of popular Christianity and are contrary to the principles of the
Gospel and contrary to the Scriptures. Sec Rom. 12: 2.

XXIII. Resolved, That Ave recommend to Annual Meeting
of 1882 that committees he appointed to wait on J. A. Ridenour,
S. H. Bashor and others, ministers, deacons or lay members, who
are encouraging H. R. Holsinger, publicly or privately, and en-
dorse his opposition to the rules and principles of our general
Brotherhood, and in like manner declare all such separate from
the fellowship of our people if they persist in such opposition.
This query for Annual Meeting.

Answer: The matter contained in this petition has been an-
swered by former action of this meeting, except as relates to broth-
er S. H, Bashor, (and not knowing where his membership is lo-
cated) therefore this Annual Meeting declares, that having pursued
the course^ he has in such work as writing his tract called "Seven
Thunders/' Where is Holsinger?" and actively opposing some of
our peculiar characteristics, that he cannot be recognized as a
minister among us until he renders satisfaction through the
church where he holds his membership, as provided by Art. 4 of
this Annual Meeting.

And in order to effect the above a committee of live is ap-
pointed to attend to this matter.

XXIV. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has decided that where a

church is out of order that the adjoining elders have the authority
to set the same in order. Now the majority of a church withdraws
from the general Brotherhood, and disfellowships members who
are loyal to the Annual Meeting, and in the order of the Church.
The officials of the seceding church refuse to call their congre-
gation together, upon the request of the adjoining elders. After
the adjoining elders have taken counsel of quite a number of elders,

at home and abroad, with their other official co-laborers in adjoin-
ing churches, have they, the adjoining elders, the right and author-
ity to appoint a council for said offending church, send a visit to

all her members and notify them of the council and charges
against them? Now when the council convenes, the seceding
members not appearing and refusing the Brethren's church house
for said council, have the adjoining elders, with the loyal part of

said church, the authority and power to transact such business
as may come before them?

Answer: The Cedar county church decides that the rights, au-
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thoritv and powers alluded to in above query are in harmony

with the Gospel and general order of the German Baptist church,

and ask Annual Meeting through the Middle District Meeting of

Iowa, to approve the same.

Answer: The Annual Meeting approves of the above.

XXV. A committee was appointed by the Annual Meeting

of 1881 to go to Coldwater and Wayman Valley churches, Iowa.

Said committee for certain reasons did not act, and asked to be

relieved. The present Annual Meeting relieves said committee.

XXVI. We, the brethren, petition this District Meeting to

petition Annual Meeting by all means to labor in love and Chris-

tian forbearance to unite the present conflicting elements in the

church at large. We want union, not separation.

Answer: This Annual Meeting has acted in harmony with the

request contained in the foregoing petition.

XXVII. We petition Annual Meeting in order to bring about

a oneness in feet-washing, that former decisions on that subject

be re-considered.

Answer: Desirable as it is that there should be a oneness in

the practice of feet-washing among us, we decide it best not to re-

consider former decisions upon the subject at this time.

XXVIII. Will this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to

say what shall be done with members who attach themselves to

worldly organizations? Such as Life Insurance companies and

United Workmen.

Answer: Considered that brethren cannot unite with such asso-

ciations as above named, and those who belong are required to

leave them or be dealt with as transgressors.

XXIX. As the Annual Meeting has decided that it is incon-

sistent for members to have their lives insured, (Annual Meeting

1873, page 379, Art. 1st,) what is to be done with a brother who

has his life insured, especially ministers and ordained elders who

persist in so doing?

Answer: Those who do so shall be dealt with as transgressors.

XXX. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting, by article 18 of Min-

utes 1869, sustains a minority in church when said minority acts

upon the advice and decisions of Annual Meeting, and by this de-

clares in favor of a sound principle of church government, and

reaffirmed it by Art. 24 of 1877, and by Art. 6 of 1879; but in con-

cluding Art. 6, of 1879, such a course is recommended towards

a minority that is calculated to lead it to surrender the right which
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the before named Articles confirmed to these, as also it provides

to set its own authority aside. Will, therefore, District Meeting

pray Annual Meeting to reconsider and repeal its recommendation

connected with its answer to Art. 6 of 1879, that the principles

of sound church government as embodied in the Articles named
may be preserved and the peace of churches be guarded on all

subjects whereon minority acts in harmony with Annual Meet-

ing.

Answer: Where a minority acts in harmony with the decision

of Annual Meeting, the minority should not be persuaded to yield

the right.

XXXI. 1. A committee to Sugar Creek,, Illinois, to settle

difficulties in the church, D. E, Price, T. D. Lyon and C. S. Hol-

singer.

2. A committee to the Ogan's Creek church, Indiana, J. G.

Royer, J. H. Kaylor, and J. W. Metzger.

3. A committee to Wakenda church, Mo., S. S. Mohler,

Samuel Honberger, George Myers, R. H. Miller, and George W.
Cripe.

4. Committee for Revision of Minutes, B. F. Moomaw,
G. D. Bowman, S. A. Fike, D. R. Saylor, C. G. Lint, I. J. Rosen-

berger, R. H. Miller, Daniel Chambers, Daniel Vaniman, S. S.

Mohler, John Forney, David Bechtelheimer, John Zook, Cedar

Rapids, Iowa, Daniel Hays and C. Bucher.

5. Committee to deal with brother S. H. Bashor, Jos. N.

Kauffman, Jesse Stutsman, David Workman, John Smith and

W i 1 1 i am M u r r ay

.

6. Committee to confer with the publishers in regard to

consolidation, Daniel Vaniman, J. P. Ebersole, B. F. Moomaw,
Christian Bucher, and John Forney.

XXXII. The Report of the Committee to the Conemaugh
Church, Pa.

The committee sent by Annual Meeting of 1881 to the Cone-

maugh church in Cambria Co., Penn'a., met with the members of

said congregation August 22nd of the year above named.

After usual opening exercises we presented ourselves to the

meeting as a committee sent by Annual Meeting for the church

to accept or reject, when the following developed itself; first a

large majority of the membership present objected to the com-

mittee as a whole, but accepted of Elders Wise and Lint upon
the following motion:

First. That they be accepted as a committee to investigate pro-
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ceedings of former committee, whether they had the right to open

up the former decisions that were settled and approved of unani-

mously.

Second, The objections of Elds. Quintet and Brumbaugh and

Kimmel were the following: Because they (the church) think it

strange that they should sit to investigate their own proceedings.

We, Elders Wise and Lint, decide that inasmuch as the above

objection against the former committee was presented unto us,

we accept of the objection where their work is brought into ques-

tion, in all other matters they work with us. And in regard to

the right the former committee had in going back as far as they

did, find that their proceeding was in strict harmony with the pe-

titions sent up to Annual Meeting of 1880, signed by over one

hundred and fifty petitioners as well as the usages of the general

Brotherhood and therefore affirm the proceedings of former com-

mittees in the above case." Signed

John Wise.

C. G. Lint.

The above report was submitted to the church August

22nd for the approval or rejection when the vote stood as follows:

26 accepted the report, 42 rejected, 3 neutral.

C. G. Lint, Clerk.

Whereupon the committee presented the following full and

final report:

The undersigned being a committee sent by Annual Meeting
of 1881 to the Conemaugh church in Cambria Co., Pa., to ascertain

why the decision of the committee sent by Annual Meeting of

1880 was not more fully carried out than it was, or to investigate

the troubles in said church again if in the judgment of the com-
mittee it should be thought best to do so, or to settle the trouble

in said church as the committee should judge best, met the said

church in council on the 22nd of August 1881, and proceeded to

perform the work that devolved upon us.

The first thing done was to investigate the propriety of the

former committee going back to the commencement of the trou-

bles with brother Brallier. This was done not by the whole com-
mittee, but by brethren Wise and Lint, the other three members
of the committee took no part in this, as they were a party in the

case. This part of our work was done by the request of the

church. The result of the investigation was the confirmation of

the decision of the former committee as affirmed by the mem-
bers of this committee, was presented to the church. There were
forty-two votes against it, twenty-six for it and three neutral.

And in view of the fact that the decision was rejected as it

was, and as it was the second committee sent by Annual Meeting,
we decided that those that rejected the report cannot be recog
nized as being in fellowship with our general Brotherhood. And
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it was not simply because they rejected the report submitted to
them that we decide they cannot be members of our Brotherhood,
but the propriety and necessity of our decision was made ap-
parent by the spirit of determination manifested by those rejecting
our report, to have their own way and to pay no regard to the ad-
vice and decision of the committee, and to the general order of the
church, as based upon the Gospel. They had gone so far as to

draw up an instrument of writing" and signed it, pledging them-
selves to stand by one another, and not to be governed by what the
committee might do. They even prayed the committee to not in-

terfere with their wishes, and manifested in the steps they had
taken a desire to be independent of the general Brotherhood.

And it is understood by our decision that the minority that ac-

cepted our decision, and thereby manifest a desire to remain in

and work with the general Brotherhood, constitute the Cone-
maugh church. And according to our decision Bro. S. Brallier

shall be a minister in the second degree in said church. It will be
understood that those who were neutral can accept at any time
the report, not asking more than a reasonable length of time to

decide. It is also understood that any who rejected the report
and thereby separated themselves from the church, can be received
again if they wish to do so.

The above was rejected by 39, accepted by 24.

John Wise,
C. G. Lint,

James Quinter,
John W. Brumbaugh,
Lewis Kimmel.

This report was accepted by Annual Meeting.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY BOARD.

The Missionary Board, Foreign and Domestic, met in session

to transact business, May 25th, 1882. Members present: Elders

James Quinter, Enoch Eby, Joseph Leedy, D. E. Brubaker, and

S. T, Bosserinan.

1st. Report of Evangelists; their work and expenditures.

Eld. J. Wise reported his labors during the j^ear from the follow-

ing places: Canada, forty days; Pennsylvania, sixteen days;

Missouri, fifty-five days; Southern Illinois, forty-four days.

Number of appointments: Canada, 40; Pennsylvania, 32;

Missouri, 79; Southern Illinois, 55.

Number of accessions to the church, 18. Distance traveled

in the work, 5,365 miles.

Elder D. M. Miller reported days of labor in Minnesota.

Number of accessions, four.

Elders E. Eby and Joseph W. Trostlc report of labor one

week on a prospective tour in Minnesota. No accessions.

Elder J. W. Wilt reported his field of labor in Clearfield

county, Pa. Number of accessions, four.
27
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•

Elder J. R. Gish reported his field of labor from Southern
Missouri and Arkansas. Time, about three months. No acces-

sions reported.

Expense Reports.

Elder J. Wise, trip to Canada, $ 70 64
Elder J. Wise, trip to Missouri, 3 2 9 5

Elder J. Wise, trip to Southern Illinois, 22 44

Total $ 12G 03
Elder D. M. Miller, to Minnesota $ 3336
Elder J. W. Wilt, to Clearfield, Pa., 20 00

Elder J. W. Trostle, to Minnesota, 20 00

Elder Enoch Eby, to Minnesota, 10 00

Elder J. R. Gish, to Arkansas, .

i

Total Receipts of Domestic Mission, $960 96

Expenses Paid.

To Elder J. Wise for time and traveling expenses, $ 350 00

To Elder D. M. Miller, 33 36

To Elder J. W. Wilt, 20 00

To J. W. Trostle, 20 00

To Enoch Eby, 10 00
Expenses of Board 4 7 00
For tracts sent by PL R. Holsinger, 2 15
Expenses for postal cards, stamps, etc., . . . ., , 5

Paid to Elder J. R. Gish
Paid to Elder J. W. Beer,

—
. $ 487 51

$ 473 45

Danish Mission.
Receipts for Danish Fund for two years, closing

to date $1800 00

For brother Hope's family and the poor in Den-
mark 182 88

— $1982 88

Total expenditures for brother Hope and family,

and the poor, and the spread of the Gospel,.. $1900 90

$ 82 S3

By brother Hope's request the Mission Board offer the follow-

ing suggestions to sustain the Danish Mission:

1. By permitting brother Hope to rent a hall for preaching.

2. An appropriation to continue the publishing of the Danish

paper.
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3. For a continuance of funds for his co-laborers, for their

sustenance and encouragement in the cause in Denmark.
Respectfully submitted,

James Quinter, Treas.

S. T. Bosserman, Secretary.

The Moderator informed the council that the money that

was held by brother Quinter was paid over to the Berlin Com-
mittee, as his receipts showed.

There was a request from the North Eastern District of Kan-
sas for the Annual Meeting of 1883. There being some difficulty

in the way of complying with the request, by a resolution of the

meeting the matter was left with the officers of the Standing
Committee. They will confer with the brethren in Kansas and re-

port in due time.

The following resolution was then passed:
Resolved: That this meeting return a vote of thanks, first, to

the brethren and sisters of Northern Indiana for the very satis-

factory arrangements for this meeting; second, to the citizens for
the hospitality they have shown during this meeting; third, to
the railroad companies for their satisfactory accommodations.

The meeting then closed with devotional exercises.
Standing Committee: Jesse Crosswhite, Joel Naff, John Eller,

Daniel Baker, D. B. Arnold, T. Reiff, Joseph Leedv, Jer. Gump.
Isaac Miller, D. E. Price, D. P. Saylor, D. Long, N. Martin, C.
Bucher, J. Quinter, J. I. Cover, G. Irvin, J. C. McMullen, Joseph
KaufTman, G. W. Studabaker, D. Vaniman, John Wise, S. S. Mohler,
S. A. Honberger, John Thomas, Michael Sisler, A. Hutchison,
Henry Brubaker, L. Hillery, John Forney.

^E, Eby, Moderator; J. Quinter, Clerk; J, Wise, Reading Clerk;

J. S. Holsinger, Doorkeeper.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1883.

Bismarck Grove, Douglas Co., Kans.

On Friday, May 11th, the Standing Committee met and or-

ganized by electing Enoch Eby, Moderator; James Quinter, Writ-

ing Clerk; John Wise, Reading Clerk, and J. S. Flory, Door Keep-
er.

There were enrolled 270 delegates, representing more than that

number of Churches, as some delegates represented more than

one Church.

On Tuesday morning the public council was opened as usual,

by devotional exercises. The following subjects were then pre-

sented in the order of business, considered in the fear of the Lord,

and decided upon as herein stated;
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1. Will District Meeting petition Annual Meeting through the

Standing Committee to provide that no public appeals for funds

for any purpose be made at our Annual Meetings, except by con-

sent of the Standing Committee, and that requests for this purpose

be first presented to Committee of Arrangements, and by it sub-

mitted to the Standing Committee for consideration.

The petition was granted by Annual Meeting.

2. A woman being seduced by a young man, marries him,

but he does not live with her nor provide for her, but takes up

with other women, and tells her she may take up with other men.

After a while he makes application for a divorce, which she per-

mits him to get. He then marries again, and is living in the west.

She also marries again, and gets under conviction, and makes ap-

plication to be received into church fellowship. Now what is

to be done in her case, to be in line of duty according to the gos-

pel?

Answer: We adopt the decision of Annual Meeting of 1880,

article 2nd.

3. Will District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to consider

the following: Is it right according to the gospel and the order of

our general brotherhood to receive members into the church who

have been baptized by expelled ministers, or such as have left

the church and joined in with the "Old Order" or "Progressive"

churches, without re-baptizing them? If this is understood to be

right, how will it be with those who have been baptized by minis-

ters who have never been baptized into our church, and were

never known as members of the body?

This petition was considered by Annual Meeting, and the fol-

lowing answer given to it: Answer. We decide that none can be

received into the church without being baptized by a legally au-

thorized administrator of the German Baptist brethren.

4. Papers from nine different Districts were presented to the

meeting upon the Mandatory Decision of 1882, in some a modifi-

cation of the said decision was asked for, and in others, a repeal

of it. The Standing Committee framed the following answer to

the reciuests of the papers, and upon being; presented to the

meeting was adopted by it:

All queries sent to Annual Meeting for decision shall in all

cases be decided according to the Scriptures, where there is any

direct "thus saith the Lord" applying to the question, and all

questions to which there is no express Scriptures applying, shall be

decided according to the spirit and meaning of the Scripture, and
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that decision shall be the rule of all the churches for such cases as

the decisions cover, and all members who will hinder or oppose
such decision shall be held as not hearing the church, and shall be
dealt with accordingly. The decision shall not be so construed as

to prevent the Annual Meeting from giving advice when it deems
it proper to do SO, and that given advice, shall be so entered up-
on the minutes.

5. We, the Brethren of the Middle District of Indiana, ask

Annual Meeting to establish one mode of feet-washing, and to

have the supper either off or on the table at the time of feet-

washing.

Answer: We desire very much to see a uniform practice in the

Church. But we see no way of accomplishing; that object at the
present time in the practices referred to in the query,

6. We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to

decide that the standing of a member of the Brethren Church

shall not be affected by any action of a Committee or Congrega-

tion, unless the charges against such members shall have been

previously specified and presented to him or her in writing, signed

by a member or members of the Brethren Church. This decision

based on Matt. 7: 12.

Answer: We grant the above decision. Sent to Annual Meet-
ing.

The above petition was considered, but the subject was de-

ferred by the Meeting.

7. The First St. Louis Brethren Church hereby requests

Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to say to whom St.

Louis Meeting-house shall be deeded.

Answer: We decide that the St. Louis Meeting-house be deeded
to the officers, the moderator, and the clerks of Annual Meeting,
and their successors in office, as representatives or trustees of the

General Brotherhood, in the name of the German Baptist Breth-

ren Church.

8. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has granted the Brethren the

privilege of insuring their property, and as we fail to see the

difference between property and life insurance, and whereas Breth-

ren are indulging in life insurance thereby causing trouble, we

then ask Annual Meeting of 1883, to either repeal all decisions

favoring insurance, or to grant the privilege of life insurance.

Answer: Whereas there are different views on the subject of in-

surance, therefore resolved that we defer this query indefinitely.

9. Several papers came before the Meeting concerning the
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lawing about Meeting-houses, as the troubles in the Brotherhood

have involved the question as to what is the proper course to

pursue in regard to Meeting-houses when a part of a church has

left, or has been expelled. These papers were submitted to a com-
mittee that made the following report, which was adopted by the

Meeting:

We, your committee, to whom you submitted the papers rel-

ative to lawing for church property, find embodied therein the fol-

lowing points:
First. Shall Brethren be allowed to enter a snit relative to

church property? Answer. No.
Second. With reference to locking our Meeting-houses, we

would say we see no wrong in locking our Meeting-houses, as the

Brethren have always enjoyed that privilege.

Third. In reference to sending committees, we cannot recom-
mend the sending of committees to any church, unless one be called

for by the church involved in the difficulty, or by the adjoining
churches.

E. W. Stoner,
Jesse Stutzman,
M. J. McClure,

J. C. Johnson,
John Flory,

D. N. Workman,
John Zuck.

10. A committee consisting of the following Brethren was ap-

pointed, A. Hutchinson, J. S. Snyder, S. A. Shaver, J. L. Berkley,

and J. F. Oiler, to make provision to defray the expenses of the

committee that revised the Minutes! To this committee was given

the amount of the expenses of the committee of revision, and

then the amount was divided among the different Districts, as will

be seen in the report. A report was made by the first committee,

and submitted to the General Council, and it was adopted. But

as some of the expenses of the committee on revision had not

been presented to the first committee, a reconsideration of its

report was moved and adopted. And as some of the first com-

mittee had left the meeting, there were others appointed in their

places. The committee appointed to reconsider the report con-

sisted of the following Brethren: A. Hutchinson, J. S. Snyder,

John Thomas, and S. R. Zug. The following amended report was
made by the last committee, and adopted by the Meeting:

We, the Committee appointed by Annual Meeting to devise a

plan by which the expenses of the Revising Committee of the

Minutes may be defrayed, and the respective amount due them for

labor and expense. After due investigation and consideration of

the several bills presented, we, the committee on finance, concluded
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e

to submit our report to this Annual Meeting for its approval The
respective sums allowed are as follows: B. F. Moomaw, $15.00;
C. Lucher $30.00; John Zuck, $45.00; S. S. Mohler, $40.00; John
Forney, $15 00;il, J. Rosenberger, $15.00; Dan'l Hays, $20.00; Dan'l
Chambers, $50.00; David Bechtelheimer, $20.00; D Vaniman $10 00-
Geo. Bowman, $20,00. (Aggregating $295.00.) We set forth here
the assessment of the Districts of each State: Pennsylvania—East
district $25.00; Middle district, $40.00; West district, $15.00 Mary-
land—East district, $15.00; West district, $15.00 Virginia—First
district $10.00; Second district, $30.00. West Virginia—First dis-
trict, $5.00; Second district, $5.00. Tennessee district, $10 00 Ohio
—Northwestern district, $25.00; Northeastern district $20 00"
Southern district, $25.00: Indiana—West district, $30.00- Middle
district $30.00; Southern district, $20.00. Illinois—Northern dis-^^3

|1°;
)

| 1

Southern district, $20.00. Iowa—Northern district
$10.00; Middle district, $10.00; Southern district, $10 00 Michigan
$5.00. Missouri—Northern district, $10.00; Southern district $15 00'

Kansas— Exempt. Nebraska, $10.00. Total, $440.00. Wr

e 'further
agree and urge that the Treasurers of the several Districts notify
the Elders of all the local churches to collect their respective sums
and the District Treasurer pay over the amount collected to the
Treasurer or Receiver this Annual Meeting may appoint.

The foreman of the Revision Committee, B. F. Moomaw,
presented the Revised Minutes to the Meeting. The work was re-

committed to the following members of the original committee, to
be completed and published, that the churches may have an op-
portunity of examining the Revised Minutes before next A. M.,
when they will be considered and acted upon: S. S. Mohler, John
Zuck, and Christian Bucher.
Andrew Hutchison, Centerview, Johnson County, Mo., is the

Treasurer for receiving and paying out the funds to meet the ex-
penses of Revision Committee.

11. Inasmuch as the frequent and much advertising of Colleges
and College work, through our church papers, and reference to
those who after they have graduated were elected to office in the
church, has hurt the feelings of some of our Brethren and friends,
some of whom refuse to subscribe for the papers because of this
College matter being therein. Also, many are grieved because of
those advertisements that appear in our church papers, we, the
District Meeting of N. W. Kansas and Colorado, petition Annual
Meeting to call the attention of our Editors to this matter, and
demand that they be more careful, and if there is a vital necessity
for such things, let the interested parties print a College reporter
and thus free our church papers from such an objectionable feature.

Answer: While we would admonish our Editors to use care in
these things, at the same time we think our Brethren should not be
too sensitive, but exercise the spirit of forbearance, especially as
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we think there has been much improvement since our last An-

nual Meeting.

12 Several petitions were presented to the Meeting asking for

a plan by which we may have a permanent building fund for

building Meeting-houses. These papers were submitted to a com-

mittee, and said committee made the following report, which was

accepted by the Meeting:

We VOUr Committee to whom was submitted the papers on

Meeting-house or Building Fund, after prayerful consideration beg

leave to offer the following for the adoption of Annual Meeting,

This Meeting sees the importance of something being done in the

matter referred to in the queries. But it also feels he Ji^^
proceeding cautiously in the matter, therefore lays the matter over

tor one vear for the prayerful consideration of the Brethren ana

aippc^nts'a Committee of three Brethren who shall in the meantime

formulate a plan and rules of government, to be submitted to next

Annual Meeting for its adoption. Signed by Committee
Samuel riarley,

Geo. C. Bowman,
Jesse Studebaker,

J as C. Lahman,
L. H. Dickey.

13. Resolved. That the paper from N. W. Kansas and Colo-

rado in regard to general church work, be placed into the hands of

the Committee nominated by Bro. Moore, and appointed by the

Meeting, to form a plan for raising funds for building Meeting-

houses, for their consideration in connection with other matter

submitted to said Committee.

The following is the paper referred to in the above resolution:

There being a necessity for a more simple and effective system

for the purpose of raising means for general church work,

we request that District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to adopt the

following plan, in harmony with the Scriptures. See 1 Cor. 16:

1, 2, 3, and 2 Cor. 11: 8.

F „-st Let the foreman of each church or congregation

throughout the Brotherhood at the time of holding their church

meetings, (say at least once a quarter) take up a collection or

subscription for general church work.

S CC nnd. Let the amount so raised be sent up to Annual

Meeting by the Delegates, or otherwise, and be reported to the

Clerk of Annual Meeting.

Third. Then let the Annual Meeting appoint a Committee

to whom shall be reported the amount brought up, and to whom

all claims or requests for means to carry on general church work
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shall be made, such as Foreign or Home Missions, assisting in

building meeting-houses, or afiy work that the general church may

he disposed to assist in or do.

Fourth. Said Committee, after duly considering all such claims

or requests, shall suggest an apportionment of the funds to the

different branches of church work, as they may in their judgment

think best for the furthering of the cause of general church work,

and report the same to Annual Meeting before Its close, for adop-

tion, rejection or amendment.

Fifth. The Annual Meeting shall appoint a Treasurer to re-

ceive the funds sent in, who shall disburse the same in accordance

with the Instructions resulting from the last preceding clause.

He shall hold office until the next Annual Meeting and make his

report thereto, accompanied with his receipts.

Sixth. The report of the amount of money sent in from each

church to be published in the Minutes.

14. We, the undersigned Committee appointed by the Ten-

nessee District Meeting to confer with the remaining part of the

so-called J. A. Bowman church, met at Lick Creek, in Sullivan Co.,

Tenm, two of their number, namely, A. J. Lilly and John Farmer.

After prayerfully considering the differences between them and

us, we found them willing to strictly comply with the order of the

Church of the Brethren in every particular; they wish to be re-

ceived into the fellowship of the Church of the Brethren as a body.

Their officers to be set apart and installed by the Church of the

Brethren. Some of thern were baptized before the Committee from

the Annual Meeting in 1866 was in Tennessee and received part of

said church without re-baptizing them. We, the Committee of the

Tenn. District Meeting, prayerfully recommend the Annual Meet-

ing to receive the above for the sake of peace and union here,

being authorized by the Tennessee District Meeting to do the best

we could, in our wisdom. Signed by the Committee.

Henry Garst,

George C. Bowman.

Answer: We cannot comply with the foregoing request. See

decision to query number 4.

The following paper came from the Southern District of Ohio,

to the Standing Committee, and it was presented to the General

Council for a decision:
# t

15. Inasmuch as our Bro. Elder J. W. Beer/of the Fairview

Church, Fayette Co., Ohio, did not regard or respect the decision

of the Annual Meeting of 1882, in reference to those who have
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been disowned from the Church, therefore I asked District and
Annual Meeting what shall be done with Bro. Beer, who has
invited disowned members to his Lovefeasts, and they have come
to them and not only taken part as members, but have officiated

fully in the Lovefeasts and other meetings,

W. D. Mallow, Member.

Answer: We decide that Article 4 of Minutes of 1882, gives
the adjoining Elders the right and authority to act in said case with
the minority, even to the expulsion of a majority.

16. We, the undersigned Committee appointed by Annual
Meeting of 1882, to wait upon S. H. Bashore, in his church, de-

manding satisfaction from him in relation to the writing of the

tracts " Seven Thunders," "Where is Holsinger?" and other

schismatic articles, and actively opposing some of our peculiar
characteristics, and having ascertained:

First, That S. H. Bashore received bis letter of membership
from the Ashland City Church, and placed it into the hands of

J. W. Beer, who placed it into the Fairview Church, and

Second. That at some time since the 29th of Tune, 1882, the

said S. H. Bashore took his letter out of the Fairview Church and
placed it into the Holsinger Church, at Ashland City, and there-

fore does not hold a membership in any congregation of the
general Brotherhood.

And whereas, S. H, Bashore has publicly declared in Pro-
gressive Christian No, 23, that he would pay no attention to the

Committee, their visit to his home church, or to any decision they
may consider it their prerogative to make, and also in same No.
declared his eternal separation from that Body of men who dare
to raise their decisions upon an equal plain of authority with the
precepts of Christ, and charge the Brethren assembled at Milford,
Inch, in 1882, of doing a work that was stamped and saturated with
the spirit of anti-Christ and the grossest character of infidelity.

And whereas further, in Progressive Christian, No. 32, the said

S, H. Bashore censured last Annual Meeting for the promulga-
tion of infidel and anti-christian positions, and anti-gospel de-
cisions. And whereas, In Progressive Christian, No. 29, he 1st

misrepresents a part of the Committee appointed to wait upon
him; and 2nd, the Standing Committee, wherein he declared they
added to the Gospel, and preach another Gospel on which salva-

tion depends; and 3rd, the General Brotherhood in many things,

especially wherein he declared said Body raised her decisions on
a plain equal in authority with the precepts of Christ.
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Therefore, We, as your Committee, in view of the above
facts, decide that the said S. H. Bashore, cannot be held as a
member of the General Brotherhood.

Jesse Stutsman, John Smith,
Jos. N. Kauffman. D. N. Workman.

The above report was accepted by the Meeting,

17. A number of requests being made by Brethren to collect

funds at the Meeting for building Meeting-houses, and for helping
a sister who had her house destroyed by a storm, the requests
were granted and solicitors appointed to make collections. The
amount collected was $314.03. Bro. D. N. Workman was appointed
Treasurer, and M. S. Newcomer, S. Click, J. Id. Brumbaugh, D. B.

Gibson, and Daniel Zook were appointed a committee to distribute

the funds collected.

On motion it was resolved that the Christian Greeting of the
Church of the Brethren assembled in Annual Council at Bismarck
Grove, Kansas, U. S. of America, be extended to our sister

Churches of Europe, also an expression of our approval of their

work as far as we are. acquainted with it.

Resolved: That the thanks of this Meeting be tendered, 1st, To
the Brethren and Sisters of Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska/ for
the very excellent arrangements made for this Annual Meeting.
2nd, To the Brethren and friends of Lawrence, Kansas, for the hos-
pitality and courtesies extended to us. 3rd, To the Railroads who
have given our people low rates of fare, and especially to the Union
Pacific R. R., for the use of Bismarck Grove, and for the excellent
facilities afforded for our Meeting.

COMMITTEES.
1. The Committee to Amwell Church, N. J.: Moses Miller,

Samuel Harley, Wm. Hertzler and Christian Bucher.

2. A Committee to Sugar Creek Church, Allen Co., Ohio:
R. H. Miller, G. W. Cripe, Jacob Reiff and W. R. Deeter.

3. A Committee to form a plan to collect funds for building

Meeting-houses: Daniel Vaniman, S. S. Mohler, W. R. Deeter,

E. Eby and John Zuck.

A request was made by the Southern District of Ohio, for the

Annual Meeting of 1884, and it was granted.

The Meeting closed with devotional services.

Standing Committee—Ab. Molsbee, B. F. Moomaw, Jacob
Thomas, Samuel Myers, S. A. Fike, j. B. Trostle, D. Long, Ch.

Bucher, James Quinter, J. S. Holsinger, Noah Longenecker, R. H.
Miller, J. C. McMullen, John Smith, Jacob Reiff, W. R. Deeter,
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John Brilhart, Daniel Der.rdorf, John Wise, T. D. Lyon, G.

Bollinger, G. Barnhart, C. C. Root, Isaac Barto, W. Wyland,

John Earley, D. Bechtelheimer, Wffl, Gish, M. T. Baer, and G. W.

Fesler.
Moderator—E. Eby,

Clerk—James Quinter.

Reading Clerk—J. Wise.

Doorkeeper—J. S. Flory.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1884.

Near Dayton, O.

On Friday, May 30th, the Standing Committee met and organ-

ized by electing Enoch Eby, Moderator; James Quinter, Writing

Clerk; John Wise, Reading Clerk. There were enrolled 297

delegates besides those that constituted the Standing Committee.

On Tuesday morning the General Council was opened as usual,

by devotional exercises. The committees and delegates then pre-

sented? for the consideration of the Meeting, the following sub-

jects, which were prayerfully considered in the fear of the Lord,

and decided upon as herein stated:

I. The first subject that came before the Meeting was that of

the Revised Minutes. At the Annual Meeting of 1883, the Re-

vision Committee that had been appointed by the Meeting of 1882,

reported, and presented to the Meeting their work. This was re-

committed to a committee of three brethren, who were a part of

the first committee, to be published, that the churches could ex-

amine it by the time the Annual Meeting of 1884 would meet,

when the final disposition of the subject was to be made. Hence

it came up as the first business of the meeting. The Revised

Minutes were presented to the Meeting by Brother B. F. Moo-

maw, who was the foreman of the Revision Committee of 1882.

The subject was very fully discussed, and in due time submitted

to the Meeting for its decision, and it decided against the Re-

vised Minutes.

And as it was known that a classified copy of the Minutes

of Annual Meeting had been prepared by one of the committee,

two District Meetings sent a request to Annual Meeting, asking

it to accept the classified copy of the Minutes of Annual Meeting,

to which the above allusion is made. The request of the District

Meetings were submitted to a committee, which made the follow-

ing report to the General Council:

We, the undersigned committee authorized to revise the Min-

utes of' Annual Meeting, having so far executed our work as to
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present a copy to the Brotherhood through Annual Meeting, which
has now been under examination for one year, and now ready for

the final decision, and whereas there is a possibility that it may not
be approved, so as to be adopted, and there being in our possession

a copy prepared by one of our number, compiled under a classified

system, which we now agree (that in case the printed copy now
before us should fail to be adopted), to submit to the Brotherhood,
through the Annual Meeting, in the name of the committee, for

examination during the coming year, then to be submitted to the

Annual Meeting of 1885 for approval or rejection.

B. F. Moomaw,
J. Bechtelheimer,
S. S. Mohler,
John Forney,
Geo. C. Bowman.

The above report after being duly considered, was rejected by
the meeting.

II. The Committee on Missions and Church Building, ap-

pointed by the Annual Meeting of 1883, made the following re-

port, which was accepted:

We, the undersigned Committee appointed by General Con-
ference of 1883, to formulate a plan for general church erection and
missionary work, respectful^ submit the following:

1st. We recommend that a committee of five brethren be ap-

pointed, living sufficiently near each other for frequent consulta-

tion: part of whom shall be lay members, part deacons, and part

ministers, and not more than two of either; and this Committee
shall be known as, " The General Church Erection and Missionary

Committee."
2nd. That said Committee be nominated by Standing Commit-

tee and approved by General Conference, and shall serve for a

term of three years, except the members first appointed, two of

whom shall serve for one year, two for two years, and one for three

years.
3rd. That said Committee shall meet as often as necessary to

carry on its work successfully, and shall elect its own officers, make
its own by-laws, fill all vacancies that may incidentally occur in

the committee and recommend to General Conference for adoption,

anything necessary to forward its work.
4th. That the object of this committee is, and shall be, to

build, or assist in building plain houses of worship, and to send

suitable brethren to preach the Gospel, distribute tracts, and to or-

ganize and build up churches where there are favorable openings.

All expenses, both of committee and of brethren sent out on church

work, to be paid out of the funds collected.

5th. That each State District be urged to have some effective

church erection and missionary plan of its own to assist weak
churches in its own territory to build plain houses of

_

worship,

and to preach the Gospel where there are favorable openings; and

the general committee may assist but shall in no way interfere with

any building or missionary work carried on by any district or in-
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dividual church, and any church situated in a State District, in order

to get help through the general committee must apply to, and build

under the directions of the district committee, and any district

committee unable to meet all such calls may apply to, and receive

help from the general committee.
6th. That the general committee shall, quarterly or oftener,

circulate through the Brotherhood, a printed report explanatory

of the nature and progress of its work, and shall annually submit

a report of all its work to General Conference for approval.

7th. That Standing Committee shall annually inspect, or cause

to be inspected, the report of the general committee before it is

submitted to General Conference, and shall assist the committee in

developing any necessary improvements for advancing the work.

How to Raise the Means.

1st. Let each member, at all able to do so, give for general

church erection and mission work, one cent, or more, if able, each

week, according as the Lord has prospered him, upon the principle

taught in 1 Cor. 16: 1, 2.

2nd. Let each congregation throughout the Brotherhood adopt

some plan to solicit each member at least twice each year,
_
and

receive such offerings and forward the same to the treasurer of the

general committee, who shall receipt for the amount, and report it

through the quarterly report, and to General Conference, in connec-

tion with the amount raised and expended by each State district

in their district work.
Committee: Daniel Vaniman, W. R. Deeter, S. S. Mohler,

Enoch Eby, John Zuck.

III. Whereas the brethren in California had H. R. blolsinger

to come and preach for them, they endorsing his preaching, does

not this District Meeting think it best to see after those brethren?

We, the brethren of Oregon District do ask Annual Meeting to

look after those brethren.

Answer: This meeting hereby appoint Joel Sherfy and David

Barklow of Oregon, to visit the brethren in California, to set in

order the things that are wanting. And as Bro. E. Eby contem-

plates going there, we appoint him, if he should go, to act with the

above named brethren. And the expenses are to be referred to next

Annual Meeting.

IV. Will the Northern Missouri District Meeting request

Annual Meeting that no papers similar to others which have

answers shall be entered on the Minutes, but returned to the Dis-

trict which sent it, unless a contrary or modified answer can be

given.

The Annual Meeting considers it best not to grant this re-

quest.

V. We the Grundy County Church ask District Meeting of

Northern Iowa and Minnesota, to petition Annual Meeting to in-
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augurate a mission in Germany, by sending monthly to that

country, as many copies of Der Bruderbate, as may be deemed
proper and as may be used to advantage.

The above petition was accepted, and referred to the Mission-
ary Board.

VI. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

authorize the Standing Committee to appoint legal trustees to

receive donations made to Annual Meeting for church property
and other purposes.

Answer: Such requests may be made to the officers of the
Annual Meeting, the Moderator and clerks and their successors in
office, or to trustees appointed by the donor in the local congre-
gation.

VII. In as much as the use of ardent spirits cause much
trouble and misery in our country, and we as a body of Christian
believers advocate temperance and oppose the use of intoxicating
drinks. Will not this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to

petition the General Government to enact a law to prevent the
manufacture of ardent spirits, and to prevent the importation
of the same into the United States.

Answer: Considered best not to petition Congress as requested,
but we should continue to labor earnestly in the church against
this and all other evils.

VIII. Is it right according to the Gospel, see John 17: 14,

15, 16, first Thes. 5: 22, for members to make those birthday
dinners or suppers, which are so highly esteemed among the world.
And both members and other joining together in feasting, and
perhaps talking about worldly matters (as those feasts in their

nature are inclined to draw out the mind in that direction) and
afterwards publish some of those occasions in the G. M., thereby
wounding the feelings of many members?

Answer: No, not right as the principles of the Gospel (Luke
14: 13) are almost universally violated. And the editors of our
periodicals should be restricted from publishing reports of vain
feasting. Passed.

IX. Whereas, Bro. Hope is carrying on a very successful
missionary work in Denmark. And, whereas there is now a way
opened to plant the cause in Sweden, as appears in No. 18 of
Gospel Messenger, and as Bro. Hope has a brother qualified to

carry on the work in Sweden, therefore, we petition Annual Meet-
ing to authorize Bro. Hope to send said brother to Sweden with
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the word of life. And further, that he receive such support from

the churches in America as his circumstances may demand.

Answer: The petition is accepted, and the Missionary Board

is advised to help the foreign mission as soon as it is in its power

to do so.

X. In regard to the case of J. W. Beers, that came before the

meeting for confirmation, it was decided, that Annual Meeting

recognizes and accepts the work of the elders and district meeting

of Southern Ohio, in regard to the expulsion of j. W. Beers,

but advises the elders to return to said church and finish their

work.

XI. The Middle District of Pennsylvania requests Annual

Meeting 1

to consider the propriety of having the Brethren Church

represented at the next Annual National Peace Convention by del-

egates elected by Annual Meeting.

Answer: We refer this case to the Minutes of Annual Meeting

of 1875, Art. 13. This Article is as follows: "Our church itself

being a peace association, we need not, as a body, cooperate with

Others, but we may, as individuals, give our influence in favor of

peace."

XII. Is the primary object of the ordinance of anointing,

CTas. 5: 13, 15) for the healing of bodily diseases?

Answer: We defer this question until 1885, for a thorough ex-

amination and answer.

XIII. The churches in Denmark respectfully request Annual

Meeting to allow such additional amounts as may seem good to

them, to pay the traveling expenses of the home ministers in the

work of the church.

XIV. Submitted to the Church Extension Board: E. Eby

and C. P. Rowland, for one year; D. Vaniman and S. Riddleberger,

for two years; I). L. Miller, for three years.

XV. Requests for committees to settle difficulties in churches.

1st. A committee to the Grove church in Miami Co., Ohio:

R. H. Miller, Jacob Reiff, L. West, J. H. Caylor, and S. T. Bosser-

man.
Below is a statement of the amounts received by me, for the pur-

pose of defraying the expenses of the committee appointed to re-

vise the Minutes of our Annual Meeting:

North Missouri, per J, Bosserman, $10.00

Tennessee, per Geo. C. Bowman, 10.00

East, Pa., per J. B. Gibble, 25.00

Southern Ills., per John Neher, 20.00
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Southern Ohio, per S. Mohler, $25.00
Middle Iowa, per J. S. Snyder, lO.oo
Nebraska, per J. R. Gripe, 10J00
Michigan, per E. Bosserman, 5^0
Western Md., per D. Long,

, 15 00
First Dist. of Va„ per B. F. Moomaw, 10.00
Second Dist. of Va., per S. A. Shaver, 30.00
N. E. Ohio, per Fred. Kohler, 20.00
Middle Pa., per Jacob Hollinger, 40.00*
Northern Inch, per H. Forney, 26.00
Southern Iowa, per Geo. S, Wine, . 10.00
Southern Mo., per S. Click 11.50
Southern Ills., per C. P. Rowland,

, m go.'oO
Western Pa., per C. G. Pint

, 15.00
N. W. Ohio, per L. H. Dickey, 25.00
Eastern Md., per Geo. Leatherman, 15.00
Middle Ind., per D. S. T. Putterbaugh, 23.00 $385.50

The following is a list of the amounts paid out, and to whom
paid:

John Zuck,
, $45 0(J

Daniel Chambers, 50.00
David Bechtieheimer, 20.00
John Forney,

, 15.00
J. J. Rosenbarger, 15.00
Daniel Hays 20 00
Geo. C. Bowman, _ _ 20.00
C. Bucher, '

45 00
S S. Mohler,

, ] go. 00
Daniel Vanieman,

; 10 00
B, F. Moomaw 15.00

Balance on band June 6th, 1SS4, 70.50 $385.50

A. Hutchison, Treasurer.

Report of Missionary Board.

Miller's Crossing, Montgomery Co., Ohio, June 5th, 1884.
Foreign and Domestic Missionary Board met pursuant to ad-

journment. Members present, Elds. James Quinter, E. Eby, Jo-
seph Leedy and S. T. Bosserman. Absent, D. E. Brubaker. Meet-
ing called to order with Elder Eby in the chair.

1st. Business of meeting, reading letters of invitation, appeals,
and expenses of missionary workers.

2nd. Request from the Brethren at Gainesville, Texas, for
preaching, and the following brethren were selected to go on said
mission. Said selection referred to Standing Committee.

3rd. Appeal to the General Brotherhood from the church at

St. Louis, Mo., by Elder R. K. Berkybile, for tracts and books for
distribution to further on the work. Referred to the Missionary
Board newly elected.

28

*
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4th. Request from Bros. M. M. Eshelman and Riddlcsberger,

of White Rock, Kansas, for some moneys out of the general mis-

sionary fund to liquidate expenses of missionary labors. Resolved,

that Bro. Quintet correspond with the above named brethren rela-

tive to the expenses of said work, and remit the funds found neces-

sary.

5th. Report of Elder J. Wilt, of Altoona, Pa., for expenses for

missionary work in Pa. Amount of expenses $25.00. Said re-

port accepted and ordered paid.

Treasurer's Report.

Amount collected for Danish Mission during- the past

four years, $3,194.29

For Sisters Hope and Family, 157.50

For benefit of Young Danish Brothers, 62.85

For benefit of the poor in Denmark, 21.25

For the building of Meeting Houses, 2,557.71 $5,993.60

Amount forwarded to Brother Hope, $5,520.00

Balance on Hand, ,
473.60 $5,993.60

Amount collected for Home Missionary Work in

past four years, $1,072.11

Amount paid out as represented in 1882, $ 487.51

Amount paid out since la :t report in 1SS2 to M. M.

Eshelman, 37.00

G. R Gish, 47.00

G. Bolinger, 9 - 80

S. S. Mohler, 100.00

J. W. Wilt, 40 - 00

Amount paid out to Danish Brother, ' 35.00

Balance on Hand 315.80 $1,072.11

James Quinter, Treasurer.

To the Annual Meeting at Miller's Crossing, June 5th, 1884.

Your committee respectfully report that we have carefully ex-

amined the books of Bro. John Metzger, Treasurer St. Louis meet-

ing-house fund, and find them to be correct. He received $3,789.62,

and expended $3,746.47, leaving a balance on hand of $43.15. And,

whereas, Bro. Metzger has not charged a penny for his time and

labor, and has paid his own traveling expenses, we recommend

that this balance be paid over to him to defray in part his ex-

penses. And we feel that the thanks of the brotherhood are due

to Bro. Metzger for his zeal ami labor in the work.

- D. L. Miller,

Landon West,

G. A. Shamberger.

On Motion the following resolutions were adopted:

Resolved; That the thanks of this meeting be tendered

—
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lst To Ule brethren and sisters who so abundantly provided
for the comfort of those in attendance at this meeting.

2nd, To the citizens of Dayton and vicinity for their gener-
ous hospitality in entertaining our members.

3rd. To the several religious denominations in the city of
Dayton, for the use of their churches.

4th. To the various railroad companies for their very generous
favors shown to our members coming to this meeting.

5th. To Bro. Miller for the use of his farm.
The meeting closed with devotional services.
Standing Committee: Eli Renner, John Forney, M. Sisler,

W. B. Sell, Daniel Vanieman, D. E. Price, J. H. Miller, Hiel Ham-
ilton, E. H. Dickey, C. G. Lint, J. Quieter, D. Long, S. Buckalew,
B. F. Moomaw, H. Garst, Sidney Hodgen, David Bechtelheimer,
S. Flory, S. S. Mohler, Edmund Forney, E. Bosserman, R, H. Mil-
ler, Jacob Garber, N. Longenecker, S. Harley, G. Leatherman I
Long, J. W. Eller, D. D. Derrick.

E. Eby, Moderator; J. Qumter, Clerk; J. Wise, Reading Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1885.

[exico, Juniata Co., Pa.

On Friday, May 22nd, the Standing Committee met and or-
ganized by electing John Wise, Moderator; James Quinter, Writ-
ing Clerk; and W. R, Deeter, Reading Clerk."

On Tuesday morning the General Council was opened as usual,
by devotional exercises. The committees and delegates then pre-
sented for the consideration of the Meeting, the following sub-
jects, which were prayerfully considered in the fear of the Lord,
and decided upon as herein stated:

I. The first question considered was the 12th question on the
Minutes of 1884, as this question had been deferred. The question
is as follows: " Is the primary object of the ordinance of anoint-
ing, (Jas. 5: 13-15) for the healing of bodily diseases?

Answer: This meeting does not see proper to express an
opinion on this question.

II. Whereas the Skating Rink has become a popular amuse-
ment throughout the country, Resolved, that we look upon it as
an evil endangering the morals of those who frequent them, and
that our ministers are urged to warn the people against them.

III. As there were several papers before the Meeting relating
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to the management of the Annnal Meeting, they were submitted to

a committee which made the following report, and it was accept-

ed by the meeting:

1 The meeting should be held where there are good railroad

facilities and where the Committee of Arrangements can procure

sufficient and suitable lodging quarters at reasonable rates.

2. Meals to be furnished at the uniform price of 25 cents each.

3 The dining hall or halls to be so arranged and conducted

that the Standing Committee and delegates may have the usual

services at the table where they eat.

4. A lunch stand to be also provided for the sale of refresh-

men t s

We also recommend economy in the management of the meet-

ing, and caution our brethren against making the Annual Meet-

ing an occasion of money making.

We further recommend that our members continue /to perpet-

uate and maintain their well-earned reputation for Christian hos-

pitality bv opening their houses and barns free of charge tor sleep-

ing purposes to visiting members on their Pentecostal meeting.

All surplus funds should be turned over to the Church Erec-

tion and Missionary Committee.
All former decisions of Annual Meeting in any way conflict-

ing with the above, are hereby repealed.
&

J. H. Moore,
Saml. H. Myers,
Danl. Van iman,
S. W. Hoover,
S. S. Mohler.

IV Whereas, at our last Annual Meeting, held at Dayton,

Ohio, a petition was presented, asking that we, as a church, join

in asking Congress to pass a law prohibiting the manufacture and

sale of intoxicating liquors, and

Whereas, It was decided by said Annual Meeting, that we

could not so join in a petition without compromising some of our

principles, and

Whereas, Said decision has been misconstrued to the detriment

of the Church, and her position on the temperance question mis-

understood and misrepresented. Therefore

Resolved- That we, assembled in Annual Meeting, re-affirm

our strict adherence to the principles of temperance as laad down

in the Gospel, and repeatedly affirmed by our beloved Brotherhood

heretofore, beginning as far back as 1783, when our Brethren hrst

took a decided stand against the manufacture and sale of intoxi-

cants, and that we will use all lawful Gospel means to suppress and

eradicate this great evil from our land.

V. A request that District Meeting petition Annual Meeting

of 1385, to re-consider Article 19 of Minutes of 1380, and so
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amend that no brother shall be allowed to serve with Standing
Committee as moderator or clerk more than twice in four years.

Granted.

The Annual Meeting- confirmed the answer of the District
Meeting, by the following resolution: Resolved, that we pass the
query from Ohio with its answer, and that it is considered a suffi-

cient answer to the query from the First District of Virginia on
the same subject.

VI. A minister is expelled from the church; afterwards re-

ceived into membership, obtains a certificate, and moves into an-

other State, Is it according to the Gospel and general usages of

the church to elect and install him to the ministry without the

consent of the church that deposed him from his office?

Answer: No.

VII. Requests having come before the meeting for a plan for

a Book and Tract Organization, the following plan was adopted:

Art. 1. This Committee shall be called the Brethren's Book
and Tract Committee; and shall have for its object the dissemina-
tion of the principles of the Gospel of Christ, through the distri-

bution of tracts and other publications, both in this and foreign
countries; in families, in cities, towns, and country; in cars, depots
and reading rooms; on board of outgoing and incoming vessels;
in short, everywhere as means for publication and facilities for
judicious dissemination can be secured.

Art. 2. The Standing Committee of Annual Meeting shall
nominate and Annual Meeting approve and perpetuate, an Ex-
ecutive Committee of six members living sufficiently near each other
for frequent consultation: to serve for a term of three years, ex-
cept the members first appointed, two of whom shall serve one
year, two, two 3

rears, and two, three years. Said Committee shall
select its own officers, make its own by-laws, procure, and distrib-
ute tracts, and other publications upon best available methods;
fill all incidental vacancies occurring in the Committee; inform
Standing Committee each year whose time has expired, and make
an annual report of its work including receipts and expenditures,
with jill necessary suggestions to Annual Meeting through Stand-
ing Committee, which shall inspect, or cause said report to be
carefully inspected.

Art. 3. The funds of the Committee shall consist of bequests,
free-will offerings, money received on life interests and from sale
of publications.

Art. 4. In order to promote the object of the Committee, each
church in the brotherhood is hereby requested to appoint one or
more home agents to solicit aid and assist in distributing the pub-
lications of the Committee. The home agents shall forward the
means to the Treasurer as collected; fill out blanks furnished, and
present them quarterly to the church for approval and then to the
Corresponding Secretary of the Committee,
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Art 5 Each church shall he entitled to draw any of the

publications of the Committee through her home agents, equal

in value to half the sum paid during the year. All claims tor

publication not presented during the year shall expire May 1st Of

f* *-\ (^ 1 1 v c* n T"

Art 6 Any person paving at one time twenty or more dol-

lars to promote the object of the Committee, shall be entitled to

draw annually from the Committee a printed report of its work,

and any other of its publications to the value of one dollar tor

each twenty dollars paid.

Art 7 "The S; C. shall nominate, and the Annual Meeting con-

firm, a committee of five faithful and well-informed Brethren, whose

duty it will be to examine and approve all works to be published

and distributed by the committee.

VIII. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to say

whether the practice of observing the communion in immediate

connection with the Lord's Supper is according to the Gospel?

See Matt. 26: 26; Mark 14; 22.

Answer- As the interpretation attached to this query is not ac-

cepted bV this meeting, and as the present Practice is fully sup-

ported by the Gospel, (see 1 Cor. 11: 23-26; Luke 22: 19, 20;

John 13: 31-35), and as the query seeks a change in the manners

of observing the ordinances without attempting to disprove the

present practice of our Brotherhood, we decide to make no change.

IX. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to say

whether the practice of sisters breaking the bread and passing

the cup of communion to each other, the same as the brethren do,

is in harmony with the Gospel?

Answer- Since Annual Meeting by Art. 7, 1879, rendered a de-

cision on the subject Of this query, we therefore postpone it in-

definitely.

X. Will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to grant the

privilege to publish the Minutes of Annual Meeting as classified by

Elder S. S. Mohler?

Answer: We grant the privilege.

XL Will the Middle District of Iowa in conference May 8th,

ask Annual Meeting to adopt a form of plain simple rules that we

may all understand, instead of Parliamentary usages, in the govern-

ment of our District and Annual Meetings?

Answer: We think it best not to adopt the rules asked for.

XII. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has decided against the

use of the Brethren's Hymnal in the church in time of worship,

Art 20, 1873, also Art. 25, 1874, and the Brethren's Publishing Co.
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urge the use of them, and some congregations do use them which
1S mconsiStent, we ask this Annual Meeting to adopt some meas-
ures by which this inconsistency may be removed.

Answer: Art. 20, 1873, and Art. 25, 1874 refer to the tune and

SSSriSftft ffm
? * WhlCl

r
™ s - S5—W thecopyright of the Brethren's Hymn Book, and not to the presentBrethren s Hymnal There is, therefore, no inconsistency between

loitlnZ
nAthe USC ° f the Hymnal Hence thc B«tte« mayconsistently use it.

XIII. To the Middle District Conference of Iowa, greeting;
Will not this meeting petition Annual Meeting of 1885 to incor-
porate a clause in the general missionary plan that said board shall
be requested and empowered to locate if possible a minister
wherever a prospect or opening is found to build a church of the
Brethren?

Answer: Granted by Annual Meeting.

XIV. Does Matt. 18 give the rule for proceeding in all offenses
whatever?

Answer: No, according to 1 Tim. 5: 20; 1 Cor. 5: 4, 5, 11,
12.

XV. We, the brethren of the Xew Haven church, petition
Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, as follows: Since An-
nual Meeting has advised churches to move cautiously in regard
tc

;
receiving such into the church that have separated for the cause

of fornication, and marry again; and as such have been received,
who gave evidence of being the innocent party, can such be elected
to either the office of deacon or minister?

Answer: We think not, according to Titus 1: 6; 1 Tim. 3:

XVI. As the peace of congregations depends largely in a
proper administration of church government; and, whereas, ability
to rule well is made a condition or ordination according to 1 Tim.
2; 5, 9, we, therefore, ask the District Meeting to petition Annual
Meeting to authorize that hereafter all ordinations of Elders shall
firs* have the approval of a majority of the Elders of the State
District m which the ordination is to be performed, which approval
can be obtained by the Elder in charge, through writing, or by pri-

vate consultation, and thereupon submit the proposed ordination
to the local congregation for approval or appointment, as hereto-
fore; and that said approval, both of the Elders and congregation,
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shall rest on the qualifications set forth in the Scripture alluded

to.

Answer: Considered that we have sufficient for ordaining

Elders in former decisions.

XVII. The brethren of the James Creek church ask the Dis-

trict Meeting to petition Annual Meeting to abandon its annual

assembling, and to substitute a triennial assembling.

Answer: We consider it best to make no change at present.

XVITI. Whereas, the intention of the Annual Meeting of 1882,

in recommending the consolidation of the several papers published

by our brethren, was to promote the peace of our Brotherhood,

and to have said papers recognized as an official church paper;

now, to realize fully the intention of Annual Meeting, and to give

the "Gospel Messenger" the proper official [sanction], and thus

place the responsibility of its contents where it properly belongs,

will District Moderator petition Annual Meeting of 1885 to have

the Standing Committee appoint, subject to the approval of Annual

Meeting, three brethren of age and experience as a committee,

whose names on the paper shall represent the Brotherhood, to

serve for three years, beginning with one to serve one year, one

for two years aiid one for three years, whose duty shall be to

counsel and advise with the editors, so as to have the paper (1)

To represent and defend the doctrines, ordinances and principles

of the Gospel; (2) To sustain the work of Annual Meeting on

these subjects; (3) To sustain the work of Annual Meeting on

the principles and form of our church government but shall in

no case seek to control the finances of the paper: and all vacancies

occurring in the committee shall be filled by the ensuing Annual

Meeting; (4) The Committee and editors to be amenable to An-

nual Meeting only when matter not in harmony with the intention

and work of Annual Meeting appears in the paper and then only

on the following provisions, viz.:

(a) The committee shall hear cause of complaint on matter

appearing in the paper, but all cause of complaint under sections

1, 2 and 3 of this paper shall first be presented to the congregation

where the member complaining resides, and if said congregation

considers said complaint of sufficient importance, it shall forward

same to the committee for correction by publication through the

paper in which the cause of complaint appeared, but if the com-

mittee fail to have satisfaction rendered, then said congregation

shall proceed according to Art, 17, Min. Annual Meeting 1882,

amended to read as follows, viz.:
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(b) Let the local church send the complaint, with the state-

ment of its failure to have it corrected, to its ensuing District

Meeting.

(c) If District Meeting considers complaint of sufficient im-

portance to require an action, then it shall send the complaint to

Annual Meeting, and appoint a brother to represent said District

Meeting in the case; said District Meeting shall also inform the

committee and editors of its action, and notify them to appear at

Annual Meeting to defend themselves.

(d) Annual Meeting shall then appoint, through the Standing

Committee, a committee to hear the case, before whom the repre-

sentative from said District Meeting shall appear and make a

statement of the case, and the committee and editors shall have the

privilege of answering to complaint before said committee. The
committee shall then make a decision, and report to Annual Meet-

ing while in session for approval, amendment or rejection.

(e) If, however, the editors refuse to accept the action of

Annual Meeting in the case, while Annual Meeting is yet in ses-

sion, their refusal shall be deemed cause to declare the loss of

e)fflcial sanction of their paper, and it shall cease to be considered a

Brethren's Church paper; but nothing herein shall be construed

to hinder contributors from appealing direct to the Editors in be-

half of communications sent for publication; or to require the

Editors to publish communications sent.

(5) The provisions herein set forth shall be held to apply to

all church or religious papers published by members of our Fra-

ternity, and the right to publish additional church papers shall

rest with the Annual Meeting, to which petitions for such privilege

shall first be presented. Answer: Yes; we so petition.

The above passed the Meeting, amended so that the Com-
mittee shall be elected by the delegates and Standing Committee,
and that they shall be elected in the same way as adopted by the

Standing Committee, at this meeting, to elect its officers.

XIX. When members remove from one congregation to an-

other, and do not present their letters of membership, which con-

gregation shall declare their fellowship dissolved, the one they

removed from, or the one they reside in?

Answer: The church from which they remove, after being
notified of the fact, shall declare them disfellowshiped.

XX. Has a congregation a right to withhold letters of mem-
bership from members removing from one congregation to another

for a term of one or more years, without giving them a trial to in-
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vestigate their standing and cither expel them, or give them letters,

in order that the congregation where such members reside may
know whether to fellowship them as members or not?

Answer: A congregation has no such right. And any con-
gregation that shall neglect its duty in such a case, shall fall

under the censure of the surrounding ciders, and be required to do
its duty.

XXI. In order to promote the efficiency of the church in her

great work in the world, and as a means of fostering an increased

knowledge of the principles of church government, it is important

that the elders and ministers of each State District work together

in harmony upon all subjects which may 'arise within the bounds

of each District respectively that bears upon or operates against

the precepts and principles of the Gospel, and thus carry more fully

into effect the principles of our church government according to

Eph. 4: 3, and Phil. 3: 16, we petition Annual Meeting through
District Meeting to authorize the elders and ministers of each

State District to meet in special session at each District Meeting

for consultation and agreement upon any matter or question likely

to disturb the peace of the churches.

Answer: Not granted.

XXTI. Can it not be sufficient, in time of communion seasons,

to use the holy kiss at feet-washing, and not as heretofore also

before taking of the emblems of the body and blood of Christ? The
question is based on the ground that by too frequent use it will

for many become a form and not be holy.

Answer: Forasmuch as this practice has existed for over one
hundred years without falling into formality, we therefore make
no change in the above practice.

Committees.

I. The committee to visit the Loraine Church in Southern Illi-

nois, Enoch Eby, Edmund Forney, and Jacob Reiff.

II. The committee appointed to cooperate with the editors:

R. H. Miller for three years, S. S. Mohler for two years, and D.

Hays for one year.

III. The examining committee for the Book and Tract Com-
mittee, Enoch Eby, R. H. Miller, Landon West, B. F. Moomaw,
and S. S. Mohler.

IV. The executive committee for the Book and Tract Commit-

tee: S. W. Hoover, S. D. Royer, Adam Minnick, B. F. Miller,

Jacob Hepner, and Samuel Bock.
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S. D. Royer, for three years, S. W. Hoover, for three years,

Adam Minniek, for two years, B. F. Miller, for two years, Jacob
Hepner, for one year, Samuel Bock, for one 3^ear.

V. The committee to fill the vacancies in the Board of

Church Erection and Mission Work: J. R. Gish, instead of E. Eby,
and E. S. Young, instead of C. P. Rowland

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee
to Annual Meeting, Held at Mexico, Pa., May 27, 1885.

To the General Conference of the Brethren's Church assembled
at Mexico, Pa., Greeting:

—

The General Church Erection and Missionary Committee re-

spectfully submit the following report of its work for the cur-

rent year:

The first regular meeting of the Committee was held at Mount
Morris, June 13, 1884, At this meeting an organization of the

Committee was effected as follows: Foreman, Eld, Enoch Eby;
Assistant Foreman, Eld. Daniel Vaniman; Secretary and Treasurer,
D. L. Miller.

The Committee thereupon adopted the following by-laws:

1. The officers of the Committee shall consist of a Foreman,
an Assistant Foreman, and Secretary and Treasurer.

2. The Foreman shall preside at all meetings of the Committee;
or, in case of his absence, the Assistant Foreman shall preside,

and shall perform all the duties belonging to that office.

3. It shall be the duty of the Secretary and Treasurer to keep
in a book provided for that purpose, a correct record of the meet-
ings of the Committee, to attend to all correspondence, keep a

correct account of all moneys received and paid out, and report

the same to the Committee at its quarterly meetings, and shall

perform such other duties as usually devolve upon such officers.

He shall pay out money only by order of the Committee.
4. The Committee shall have regular quarterly meetings at

Mount Morris, Ogle County, 111., beginning at 8 A. M., on the first

Tuesday of January, April, July and October of each year.

5. Other meetings may be called by the Foreman and Secretary

whenever it is deemed necessary.

6. A majority of the Committee shall constitute a quorum for

the transaction of business.

7. A majority of the members present shall decide any ques-

tion before the Committee.

At the first meeting of the Committee a number of calls for

help were received, but as there was no money in the Treasurer's
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hands, the calls were deferred. It was decided to have the mission-

ary plan as adopted by Annual Meeting, with an appeal to the

churches for money, printed and a copy mailed to each elder m the

Brotherhood. This was done by the Secretary.

The work for the year is reported up to the third quarterly

meeting of the Committee held in April. Owing to the fact that

at the first meeting the Committee had no money to begin work

with- the time covered by this part of the report extends over a

period of only six months, i. e, from October, 1884, to April, 1885

Under the blessings of God some work was done, a brief account

of which is herewith submitted.

The Foreign Missions.

From Denmark and Sweden the report covers a period of not

quite eight months. Bro. Hope has spent much of his time in the held,

and has been assisted in the work by Bro. Johansen. Eighteen have

been baptized, one minister and three deacons elected, and one

minister advanced to the second degree. Money has been ap-

propriated for building a meeting-house in Thyland, and work on

the house has commenced. A suitable place for baptism has been

secured at Copenhagen. Three have been baptized in Sweden,

where Bro. Hope now has his home. He reports that the people

hear him gladly, and he is much encouraged in the work. He,

however expresses a strong desire to be relieved, so that he may

return to America at the close of the next year, 1886. The amount

necessary to carry on the work in Denmark and Sweden success-

fully, will be about $1,200 annually.

The Work in Germany.

The only work attempted in Germany by the Committee has

been that recommended by the last Annual Meeting, that is, the

distribution of our German paper, the Bruederbote. For this pur-

pose $80.30 was appropriated, and the paper was sent to a num-

ber of different places in Germany, and also to Switzerland. The

only result so far from this effort has been_ the receipt of several

letters by the Secretary, expressing thanks for the paper.

THE HOME MISSIONS.

The Texas and Arkansas Mission Field.

The work in this field has been in the hands of brethren Vani-

man, Mohler and Eby. About eighty days were spent in the held,

and nearly the same number of sermons preached, with the follow-

ing results: Seven baptized, one reclaimed, one church organized,
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and three church meetings held. Expenses, $163.05. The Com-
mittee propose to locate a missionary in this field for one or two
years.

Mission Work in Missouri.

In this field Ero. W. B. Sell had charge of some work under
the direction of the Committee. Thirty-one days were spent in

the field, twenty-nine sermons preached, two baptized, and five ap-

plicants to be baptized in the future. The outlook in this field

appears to be favorable. Expenses, $30.

Mission Work in Illinois.

Bro. Daniel Vaniman visited Jefferson Co., 111., under direc-

tion of the Committee. Eleven days spent in the field, twelve ser-

mons preached. Expenses, $15.42.

Mission Work in Pennsylvania.

Bro. J. W. Wilt was directed to use thirty dollars in his work
at Glen Hope, Pa.

Minnesota Mission.

The work in this field is in charge of Bro. D. M. Miller. He
has given the work some attention lately, but up to this date no
report has been received from him.

Summary.

Total number of days spent in the field, . .

Total number of sermons preached,
Total number received by baptism,
Total number to be baptized,

Total number reclaimed,

Total number churches organized,
Total number church buildings provided for,

Total number church meetings held,

. .122

. .121

.. 27

. . 5

. . 1

.. 1

. . 1

. . 3

REPORTS FROM DISTRICT MISSION BOARDS.
Northern Indiana.

Total receipts for missionary work, ,

Total expenditures for missionary work, .

Sermons preached, 7 4. Additions by baptism, 12.

April 2, 1885.

Northern Illinois.

$153 35

....... 104 35

Report closes

Total receipts for mission work,

Total expenditures for mission work,
Total amount appropriated for current year,

Total accessions by baptism, 21.

• • • • •

$425 67

248 81

• •*••••• 00 00
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It is to be regretted that up to date reports have been received

but from the two State Districts above given. It is to be hoped

that in the future the districts will send in their reports in accord-

ance with the plan adopted by Annual Meeting.

Tracts and Circulars.

The Committee have published and sent out about five thou-

sand tracts and circulars descriptive of its work and explaining the

plan adopted by Annual Meeting, Tracts have been sent to Ar-

kansas, and Texas, and to Chicago, and St, Louis, and a number

have been given out for general distribution, SO that in all not far

from 6,000 tracts and circulars have been sent out.

Letters and Postal Cards.

The Secretary has received over 600 communications by mail,

during the last nine months, all of which required some attention,

entailing a considerable amount of labor.

Calls for Help.

A number of calls for assistance to build plain meeting-houses,

and to send out missionaries, have been deferred by the Committee

for a want of funds to meet them.

Report of Money Received and Expended.

The following sums of money have been received by the

Treasurer, and paid out by the order of the Committee. The re-

port closes April 29, 1885.

April 28, 1885, Total amount received for foreign missions, in-

cluding the Danish building fund of $400, ree'd from

James Quinter, Treasurer of the former Missionary Board, $1550 39

April 2 8. 1885, Total amount received for the General Mis-

sion Fund - DD 9°

Total, ^°< *i

Contra.

Amount paid out for home, and foreign missions $1*185 77

Amount appropriated for building meeting-house in Denmark, 1200

Amount set apart to pay Bro. Hope money used by him in mis-

sion work that had been willed to his wife 500 00

Amount paid Committee for work on missionary plan, , 3308

Amount paid railroad fare for General Committee attending

quarterly meetings »• -**

Amount paid for securing place for baptism in Copen-

hagen • •• 61 55

Amount refunded Pleasant Valley church, Tnd., having been

sent to the Treasurer by mistake, 9 00

Amount for postage, paper, exchange and record and account
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b00ks
' •• $ 13 55

Total, , 3552 09
Balance on hand, April 29, '85, 255 28

The money received was donated: for the Foreign Mission, by
166 individual donors, and 148 churches; for general missionary
fund 110 churches sent in contributions, and 80 individual members
made donations.

The following list shows the amount contributed by each State
and Territory, approximately:

Illinois, $857.19; Ohio, $506.25; Indiana, $453.85; Pennsylvania,
$425.24; Iowa, $142.09; Virginia, $119.50; Texas, $71.15; Maryland,
$54.77; Kansas, $53.30; Missouri, $51.05; Nebraska, $30.17; Colo-
rado, $19.60; Minnesota, $10.00; West Virginia, $9.00; Tennessee,
$7.50; Michigan, $7.28; Canada, $7.00; Washington Territory, $3.25;
Oregon, $3.25; Dakota, $1.40; California, $1.30; Wisconsin, $1.00.

It will be seen by examining the foregoing report, that, of the
whole number of church organizations in the Brotherhood (some-
thing over 500), only one out of five has responded to the call of
Annual Meeting, to appoint solicitors for the missionary work of
the church.

Illinois, with a membership of about 5,000, donates $857.19,
or one-fourth of the whole amount paid in, and of this sum two
churches in the State paid $520.97.* The work done in these two
churches shows what might be done in our whole Brotherhood, if

all were willing to do their part.

Instead of one cent a week being paid by each of our members,
as was suggested by our Annual Meeting last year, we have re-

ceived less than one-tenth of a cent per week.
In regard to the appropriation for the meeting-house in Den-

mark, the following explanation is made: About $800 was donated
for the meeting-house, and could be used for no other purpose, and
the Committee have added enough to complete the house, hence
the appropriation for that purpose is larger than it otherwise
would have been.

Enoch Eby, Foreman; D. L. Miller, Secretary and Treasurer.

Resolutions.

Whereas, the Annual Meeting has appointed a committee to

aid the editors in keeping the Gospel Messenger free of the hither-
to objectionable features, and

Whereas, the editors have agreed to accept the aid of this

committee,

Be it resolved: That this meeting urge the members generally
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to patronize the paper and aid its circulation in whatever way

prudence may dictate.

Resolved: That the thanks of this meeting be tendered,

1st. To the brethren, sisters, and citizens of this community,

who have kindly received and entertained those attending the meet^

ing.

2nd. To the various Railroad Companies for their favors.

3rd. To Br6. Bashore for the use of his farm.

4th. To the managers of the meeting, and to all who have

assisted in the labors of the meeting.

A request for next Annual Meeting from the Southern District

of Ohio. This request was granted, and, consequently, the next

Annual Meeting will be held with the brethren of the above named

District at whatever place shall be decided upon by the District,

and information will be given through the Gospel Messenger in

due time.

The meeting closed with devotional exercises.

Standing Committee.

Samuel Molsby, J. & Holsinger, M. S. McClure,

Jesse Crosswhite, Samuel Carver, P. E. Whitmore,

John Eller, J. C. McMullen. Isaac Barto,

Daniel Hays, J- N. Kauflman, Robert Badger,

Jacob Thomas, J. W. Metzger, H. P. Strickler,

D. B. Arnold, R. Fisher. J- S. Snowberger,

Sol. Stoner, W. R. Deeter. J. D. Trostle,

John Brindle, E. Bosserman, M. M. Eshelman,

Wm. Hertzler, G. D. Zollars, J. S. Mohler,

J. F. Oiler, Daniel Dierdorf, John Wise.

J. Wise, Moderator. J. Quinter, Writing Clerk,

W. R. Deeter, Reading Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1886.

Pittsburg, Darke Co., Ohio.

On Friday, June 11th, the Standing Committee met and or-

ganized by electing D. E. Price, Moderator; Dan'l. Hays, Writing

Clerk; and D. Vaniman, Reading Clerk.

On Tuesday morning the General Council was opened as

usual by devotional exercises. The committees and delegates

then presented for the consideration of the Meeting, the following
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subjects, which were prayerfully considered in the fear of the Lord,

and decided upon as herein stated:

I. The first matter before the Meeting was the reading of the

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee,

by D. L. Miller.

The report was accepted, and will be inserted at the close.

II. Whereas members are moving into our districts with let-

ters of membership who conform to the world in shaving the beard

all off except the mustache, and in the wearing of gold; also, the sis-

ters wearing gold, hats and other fashionable apparel, and neglect

wearing the covering. Therefore, we, the brethren of the Morrill

church, petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

grant local churches the privilege of rejecting letters of member-
ship presented by members out of order as above stated, and re-

ferring the case back to the church that granted the letter.

Answer: This Annual Meeting grants the request provided the
church cannot succeed in getting them to agree to come under the
rules of our general church government, and shall also report the
church giving letters as above, to the District Meeting of which
it is a part.

III. Will District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to guard

with care the Mission cause against the dangerous influences of

insubordination to the self-denying principles of the Gospel, and

so order that brethren and sisters who are not patterns of hu-

mility—that do not submit to and carry OUt fully our order on

dress, and the recognized head wearing by the sisters; do not pub-

licly take any part toward forwarding the mission cause, either

by going on the platform at the Annual Meeting or publicly ad-

vocating the cause at Mission meetings, but that our faithful

brethren and sisters be encouraged to promote the work in every

Gospel way; and that the committee of arrangements be empow-
ered by the adoption of this petition to so direct Mission meetings

j.uniig the Vnnual Meeting that the provision of this peti-

tion will be respected? Passed by Annual Meeting.

IV. Inasmuch as the missionary cause is a great and noble

one, and given unto the church by Christ, its Author, would it not

be best for the church to labor as a united body to carry said

cause into effect, and not have separate organizations, such as

Sisters' Missionary Bands?

Answer: Yes.

V. We, the Grundy Co. Church, Iowa, ask the District Meeting

29
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of Northern Iowa and Minnesota to petition Annual Meeting of

1886 to adopt a plan by which the German paper, Der Bruderbote,

may be more extensively circulated among our poor German
members, and also among the Germans living in each organized

church of the Brethren, and in the towns and cities in America,

as well as in foreign lands, asking each Elder with his co-laborers

to take active part in looking after the interests of the Ger-

mans, placing into their hands said paper. And also ask that

tracts be published in the German language, for distribution anion

g

the Germans of America and foreign lands.

Answer: Referred to the Book and Tract Committee.

VI. As there is an active tendency on the part of some elders,

ministers, deacons, and churches toward discarding our order on
plainness of dressing, as also the appropriate head covering worn
by our devoted sisters; also consenting* that sisters ma} 7" wear hats

in disregard to Art. 16, 1877, and thus rapid strides are made to-

wards the ever-changing, and sinful fashions of the world, and the

teaching of the Gospel of plainness of wearing apparel is disre-

garded; will District Meeting therefore petition Annual Meeting

to authorize that the Standing Committee if ascertained by it

through any reliable source, that adjoining elders to churches

which tolerate departures from our general order on any subject

have failed to undertake, or to set in order such officers or

churches, as above named. It shall appoint with consent of the

Annual Meeting faith fid brethren to visit such church or churches,

to set them in order, but if a majority of a church will hinder

the work, said elders shall proceed with the minority as directed

by the second paragraph of Art. 4, 1882. And further, said elders

shall have authority to call before them those adjoining elders to

interrogate them, and if need be, go into their respective churches

to complete their work as it may affect those adjoining elders, and

the expense attending such services shall be met by the district in

which the churches visited are located, for all which see Art.

47, 1866 and Art. 13, 1877, closing paragraph of plan for holding An-

nual Meeting adopted in 1866, Art. 4. 1882, and Art. 15, 1874.

Answer: This Annual Meeting grants this petition.

VII. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting

to more particularly define the language used in Art. 3, 1848, as

there are elders and ministers who refuse to comply with the

general order of the church in this matter, claiming" the above

named Article as authority, and by so doing have disturbed the
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peace of churches. They claim that in examining applicants for

baptism they are simply required to promise to conform to gospel
plainness in the matter of dress, after which to read Matt. 18:

10-22, and then ask if the}' are willing to conform with these
Gospel rules, without any comment or even reversing the case
by asking them if they would be willing also to hear their brother
or sister when coming to them in a case of trespass, as recorded in

the above scriptures.

Answer: A sub-committee, consisting of Enoch Eby, I. D.
Trpstle, Edward Forney, David Long, and I. D. Kauffman was ap-
pointed to prepare an answer to the above petition. Said com-
mittee presented the following answer: - 1. Not to take up arms in
defense of our country. Not to resist evil, but to love our en-
emies. 2. Non-swearing according to Matt. 5: 34; James 5: 12..

3. Going to law. Matt. 5: 40; 1 Cor. 6: 1. 4. Non-conformity,
Rom. 12: 1; James 1: 21; 1 Peter 1: 14; 3: 4, 5. 5. Secret so-
cieties, Matt. 10: 26, 27; Luke 8: 17; 2 Cor. 6: 14. Sisters wearing
covering, 1 Cor. 11: 5. 7. For reversing the cjuestions, see Luke
6: 31. The answer of the committee was passed.

VIII. Where there is a two-thirds vote in favor of a Sab-
bath-school, will not Annual Meeting authorize that the minority
shall not hinder the school?

Answer: We decide that the minority of a church should not
hinder the majority from organizing and conducting Sunday-
schools in harmony with the principles of the Brotherhood.

IX. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting
to grant the churches the privilege of electing church officers

by the majority vote, instead of the plurality. As a plan for elect-

ing by the majority rule, we suggest that the members be called

before the committee of elders holding the election, the 'second

time or oftener, and an opportunity be given to make a choice

from those having the highest number of votes. This petition

passed District Meeting, and is sent to Annual Meeting with the

rectuest that it be granted.

Answer: Annual Meeting decides that this query be deferred
till next year.

X. Will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to re-consider

that part of the general missionary plan which relates to raising

money? Past experience shows that the present plan does not

reach all alike, only one-fifth of the churches having responded to

the recommendations of Annual Meeting of 1884. This discour-

ages the churches that have clone well, and some have been eased
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and others burdened. The failure of the churches to respond has

not been from a lack of interest in the work, we trust, but for

want of a proper presentation of the matter to them. In view

of these facts and to help to extend the work of the Missionary

Committee, we offer the following to take the place of the last

clause of the missionary plan adopted in 1884, so far as it relates

to raising money:

Let each State District appoint a brother who is known to be

favorable to missionary work, to act as treasurer of the General

Missionary Fund, whose duty it shall be to consult with the elder

of each local church and see that a solicitor, either a brother or

a sister, is appointed to solicit every individual brother or sister,

according to the plan of 1884. All money raised by solicitors

shall be paid to the District Treasurer, who shall forward the

money at the end of each quarter to the treasurer of the General

Missionary Committee. The District Treasurer shall also make a

report to District Meeting once a year, of his work. These Dis-

trict Treasurers shall hold their office one year, or until their

successors are appointed.

The District Meeting asks Annual Meeting to so amend the

missionary plan.

Answer: Annual Meeting makes the amendment asked for.

XL Since the use of tobacco is acknowledged to be a waste

of the Lord's money, productive of disease, and degrading the

functions of the body so as to shorten life, would it not be in con-

formity with the spirit of the Gospel lovingly to admonish and

advise all our brethren to abstain from the sale of that which is

decidedly injurious, thus showing a proper light to the world,

and throwing their influence on the side of right and of God?

District Meeting asks Annual Meeting to so advise.

Answer: Annual Meeting grants the request.

XII. Inasmuch as necessity required a specification in the

order of dress to be worn by the brethren, we therefore petition

Annual Meeting through District Meeting to make the time

honored custom of wearing the plain cap or kerchief in connection

with a plain skirt dress a specification for the order or uniform

to be worn by the sisters, as many of them are departing from

gospel plainness as interpreted by our fathers and the church,

thus destroying that oneness and admitting in its stead the popular

fashions of a proud world.
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Answer: We decide that gospel plainness requires our sisters

to attire themselves in plainly made garments, free from orna-
ments, ruffles, and all unnecessary appendages, and that it is the
duty of all housekeepers to see that our sisters are properly in-

structed concerning the necessity of this gospel plainness, and it is

also their duty to see that the order of the church, respecting
plainness, is properly carried out in their respective congregations,
both upon the part of the brethren as well as the sisters.

XIII. Will the District Meeting of the Southern District

of Indiana ask Annual Meeting to authorize the Standing Conn
mitte to reject all queries having no answer, repealing any and
all decisions conflicting with the above?

Answer: This Annual Meeting decides to make no change, but
advise District Meeting to answer all queries when at all pos-
sible.

XIV. Inasmuch as the Report of Annual Meeting .gives many
of the speeches so imperfectly that the readers cannot get the

ideas of the speakers clearly, will not this Annual Meeting adopt

some means of having the work more properly done?

Answer: Inasmuch as the Report of Annual Meeting is an
individual enterprise, this meeting assumes no responsibility in the
matter. See Minutes of 1876, Art. 2.

XV. Inasmuch as there have been some things in the mission-

ary cause brought up at Annual Meeting by the Committee of

Arrangements or others, which many brethren feci have been an

injury to the cause in some localities, will this Annual Meeting

decide that all business or work on that subject must first pass the

Annual Meeting in the regular order, before it can be introduced

in any form at the meeting?

Answer: This -Annual Meeting so decides.

XVI. Whereas, the work developing in sonic of our cities

is proving too burdensome to the Districts in whose care they fall,

will not Annual Meeting .relieve those Districts, by placing all

work in cities under the care of the General Mission Board,

except those cities that fall properly in the limits of a congrega-

tion?

Answer: Inasmuch, as our city missions are being cared for

by the Districts in which they fall, we see no cause for action in

the matter at present.

XVII. In order that there may be a harmony of action among
the churches in dealing with members guilty of the sin of fornica-

tion or adultery, we, therefore, ask Annual Meeting through
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District Meeting to say whether all members guilty of said sins

must be disowned, or whether Upon a good confession and mani-

festing sorrow and repentance, they may be retained?

Answer: We consider this query sufficiently answered in for-

mer Minutes. See Art. 2, 1885, Art. 18, 1855, Art. 12, 1863, Art. 18,

1879.

XVIII. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting of 1873, Art. 1st, and

1882, Art. 28th and 29th did admonish and advise members not

to have their lives insured, and if they did so, would require

them to abandon them, or be dealt with as transgressors; and

whereas, of late years life insurance companies have become more

numerous, and many persons have had their lives insured; and,

whereas, there is a probability that some of those persons will

make application to come into the church by baptism, will this

District Meeting give us instruction how to proceed? If members

are required to withdraw their life insurance policy, surely we can

not take in applicants without withdrawing their policy. There-

fore, when visiting applicants for membership, when we ask them

if they are members of any secret order, and if so, they must with-

draw, ought we not also to ask them if they have their lives

insured, and if so, ask them to withdraw their policy?

Answer: Annual Meeting decides as requested.

XIX. We prayerfully petition the Animal Meeting of 1885

through the church at Pleasant Hill and the Tenn. District Meet-

ing to receive the remaining portion of the J. A. Bowman mem-

bers, without re-baptizing them, as they have been baptized upon

a confession of faith for the remission of sin in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Therefore we

claim they have as good a right as the first part of said members,

who were received into the fellowship of the church by the Annual

Meeting, through a committee appointed by said Annual Meeting

to investigate their case in 1866. As these last have been bap-

tized under the same church government.

Answer: Since it is difficult at this late time to know all the

particulars connected with the John A. Bowman matter of TeiineS;

see, and therefore equally difficult (if not impossible) to decide on

the merits of the decision of the committee of 1866 in the case,

Annual Meeting therefore decides that it cannot authorize a change

in the relation of the petitioners to the brotherhood.

XX. Inasmuch as some congregations in our Fraternity are

issuing certificates of membership in the name of the ' Brethren,"

contrary to the advice of Annual Meeting of 1836, Art. 6, 1871,
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Art. 36, and 1883, Art 7, and inasmuch as the above name is mis-
leading since another body has assumed it, we therefore ask Annual
Meeting, through District Meeting, to advise all the churches to
use uniformity in the matter of issuing church letters.

Answer: This Annual Meeting does so advise See Art 36
1871.

XXI. In order to assist the General Church Erection and
Missionary Committee to secure suitable brethren to send as mis-
sionaries, and secure the co-operation of all the churches in the
missionary work the following is submitted: Let the missionary
committee of each State District nominate two or more ministers,
whose consent has been obtained to serve as missionaries if called
upon, inside of one year, one of whom shall be elected by the
vote of the delegates present at District Meeting, and reported to
the General Committee, with a statement of his age desree
of office, occupation, and the number, age and sex of his family.

Answer: Approved by Annual Meeting.

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee
to Annual Meeting, held at Pittsburgh, Darke Co., O., June 15,

1886.

To the General Conference of the Brethren's Church, assem-
bled at Pittsburgh, Ohio, Greeting:—

•

To the General Conference of the Brethren's Church, assembled at

Pittsburgh, Ohio, Greetings:

—

The General Church Erection and Missionary Committee re-
spectfully submit the following report of its work for the current
year.

The report closes with the quarterly meeting of the committee
held April 7, 1886, and embraces the work of a little over eleven
months. During this time the members of the committee labored
to the best of their ability with the means at hand to forward the
work intrusted to them. Under God's blessing and direction, we
trust, some progress has been made a brief report of which is here-
with submitted.

THE FOREIGN MISSION.

The mission work in Sweden and Denmark has been measurably
successful. Although the missions are separate and distinct, yet
from the fact that Bro. Hope has labored in both fields, they are
placed together in the matter of expense. A church has been or-
ganized in Sweden during the year to which 20 were added by bap-
tism. This church embraces the districts or villages of Malms,
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Ystad and Lindhavn. They have one minister in the first degree,

two deacons, and at the present time a membership of 30. They

have a successful Sunday school with an attendance of about 100.

In Denmark there are four organized churches as follows:

Frederickshavri.—Elder, S. C. Neilsen; Minister, second degree,

P. C. Poulsen. Two deacons and 29 members. Three were bap-

tized during the year.

Hjorring Church.—Elder, C. Eskiklsen. Minister, first degree,

Chr. Hausen. Two deacons and 24 members. Two added by bap-

tism.

Thyland.—The new meeting house has been completed. In

this congregation they have no settled minister at present. A num-

ber of their ministers have emigrated to America during the year.

They have now two deacons and a membership of 17. Two added

bv baptism.

Copenhagen.—One minister in the second degree, F. Johansen,

two deacons and 13 members. Three were baptized during the

year. They have also lost some by emigration. From this it ap-

pears that notwithstanding the loss to the church by emigration,

there are yet 125 members in Denmark and Sweden. During the

year Bro. Hope held over 300 meetings, and 28 were baptized. The

total expenses of the mission, including hall rent at four places,

traveling expenses, and incidentals, has been $1673.

In addition to Bro. Hope's work, Bro. Johansen held 200 meet-

ings, Bro. Olssen 75, Bro. Poulsen 90, and Bro. Hensen 72 meetings.

The expenses have been somewhat increased, owing to the fact that

sister Hope has been sick the entire year. At Bro. Hope's urgent

request the committee have relieved him from the work, and he will

sail for America on the 24th of next month. The work will in the

meantime be given into the hands of the home ministry.

Germany.

The committee have no further information than that given

in last year's report to present in regard to work in Germany. The

expense of locating a brother in that country, and the lack of

means has kept them from making an effort in this direction

HOME MISSIONS.

The Texas Mission.

The committee, after much labor, finally secured Bro. A.

Vaniman to locate in Texas. He moved there in March last. Since

then he has preached 27 sermons, distributed 1,500 pages of tracts,

baptized eight, and reports excellent prospects for future work.
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The expense attending this work has been $68.06. The committee

have some hopes that brother Henry Brubaker, of Nebraska,, will

locate in Texas. He visited the church there during the year,

preached a short time for them, and baptized one. This held is

large and promising, and only needs cultivation to produce a plente-

ous harvest of souls for the Lord.

Tennessee.

In connection with the district of Tennessee the committee

assisted in some work there. Brethren Geo. C. and Jos. B. Bowman

performed the labor. They traveled 724 miles, preached 17 ser-

mons, and baptized four.

Assistance to State Districts.—According to the plan under

which the committee acts, help was given during the year for mis-

sionary work to the following State Districts:

The District of Oregon, $ 100 00

Southern District of Missouri for work in Arkansas, 50

Northwest Kansas and Colorado, • 25 00

Church Erection.

The committee have assisted during the year in building

three churches as follows:

Moscow, Idaho Territory, $200 00

Belleville, Kansas, .

10 ° 00

Keuka, Florida, 63 00

Numerous calls have been made upon the committee for help

in building meeting houses, and in paying church indebtedness.

The former have been referred to the State District Committees,

aand the latter the committee feel they have no authority to do un-

der the missionary plan. A number of calls for assistance are now

pending the action of State Districts.

Summary.

Received by baptism, °"

Churches Organized *

Meeting Houses provided for •

REPORTS FROM DISTRICT MISSION BOARDS.

Northern Indiana.

Total receipts for Missionary Work $ 145 89

Z? -,., 89 75
Expenditures, •

The report says, " The work is in a good condition, and from

past successes we" should be inspired to greater efforts in the fu-
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ture. The members of the Board have been unceasing in their

efforts to make the trust a success. Eternity alone will reveal

the length and breadth of this work,"

Nebraska.

In this District a Church Erection and Missionary Committee
has been appointed to cooperate with the General Committee, and

are now fully prepared for work.

Received during- the year, $ 52 65

Expended for Mission Work, 4 3 17

First District of Virginia.

This District shows considerable work done in the mission

field. In addition to the amount collected and sent to the general

mission fund, they collected and expended $96.25. A number of

sermons were preached, and 13 were received by baptism. Much
of this work was done by the ministers of the Botetourt congre-

gation.

Northeastern Ohio.

The report of this District is limited to the receipts and ex-

penditures, which were as follows:

Received,
, $ 77 13

Expended, 44 57

Northwestern Kansas and Colorado.

The storms during the winter interfered with the work.

However, some work was done, and a number added to the

church.

Amount collected in District, -. $30 00

Donated by General Committee, 2 5 $55 00
Expended, 39 60

Northern Illinois.

The work in Northern Illinois has been carried forward vigor-

ously.

Amount received for Mission Work $458 86
Amount expended for Mission Work, 438 74
Amount appropriated for the coming year 500 00

The District of Tennessee.

Amount collected in this District for Missionary work, ...$31 00
Donated by the General Committee, .,.,,,. 10 00 41 00
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This sum was expended in the Mission work, and as a result

four were added to the church by baptism.

Southern District of Ohio.

Amount collected in District for Mission work, . $185 61

Expended, 100 15

Number baptized in the Missions during the year, six.

Southern District of Missouri.

This' District received and expended in Missions, $100. The

General Committee also assisted them by a donation of $50 to carry

forward the work in Arkansas. This labor was performed by breth-

ren C. Haldeman and George Barnhart, who spent some time there

in the winter, preaching the Word, and setting things in order.

FINANCIAL REPORT, APRIL 7, 1886.

Balance on hand, April 29, 1885, $ &55 £8

Received for Foreign Missions, 32 9 41

Received for General Missions, 2 7 45 43

$3330 12

Contra.

Hall rent, traveling: expenses, and support of Bro.

Hope and family in Denmark and Sweden, , . . .$1200 00

Building- Meeting-houses, 363 00

Home Mission Work, 273 00

Mission Work in North Denmark . 200 00

Mission Work in Sweden, 350 00

Tracts, . 07 53

Traveling expenses of Committee to attend meet-
ings, 5 9 62

Postage and Stationery, 4 25

Amount to balance, *.
. . 812 72

$33 30 12

The Hope Home Fund.

Total amount received to June 2, 1886 $1172 10

Foreign and General Missions, 3074 84

Received by State Districts, 985 78
; $523 2 7j8

Included in the above total amount is the money raised by the

Sisters' Missionary Workers. This sum amounts to $432.24. The

sisters arc to be commended for their zeal in this work, and should

be encouraged to go on in their efforts to assist in spreading the

Gospel of our Blessed Master. The amount raised by the sisters is

about one-eighth of the total sum received for Mission work.
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The following list shows the amount contributed by each State

and Territory.

Illinois, $1049 58 Minnesota, $34 50

Pennsylvania, 604 17 California, 28 75

Indiana, 453 67 Michigan, 21 25

Ohio, 421 05 Washing-ton Ty., 15 50

Iowa, 396 00 Wisconsin, $12 00

Kansas, 1 SI 90 Florida, 10 80

Virginia, 116 9 5 Tennessee, . 6 2 5

West Virginia, 67 2 Oregon, 4 85
Nebraska .$QG 72 Canada, 4 00

Maryland, 58 70 Montana, 2

Texas, 49 15 Dakota, 1 00

Missouri, 41 75 Idaho, 50

By an analysis of the foregoing report, and by comparison

with the report of last year it will be seen that some of the States

have increased in giving, while others have fallen oil. Illinois

stands first with over $1,000, an increase of nearly $200 over last

year. Pennsylvania is second on the list, having increased a little

more than $200 over last year. Indiana gives within a few cents

of the amount paid last year, whilst Ohio falls off nearly $100.

Kansas gives three times as much this year as last, and Nebraska

more than doubles her liberality. West Virginia gave $9 last year,

while this year $67.20 is placed to her credit. Virginia shows a

very slight falling off, whilst Maryland gains a few dollars.

The result shows on the whole a satisfactory increase over

last year, and it is to be hoped that the increase will go on until

the sum raised for Missionary work in the church shall amount to

at least one cent a week for each member in the brotherhood.

The amount received this year, including the Hope Home
Fund amounts to $4,257.00. Amount received last year, $3,407.37.

Increase $849.63, or a little over 27 per cent.

It will be noticed the only expense connected with receiving,

paying out and accounting for the Mission fund outside of the

traveling expenses of the Committee to attend the meetings, has

been $4.25 for postage and stationery. This result is due to the

fact that all the work of the Committee has been done without pay

for time and labor.

We, your committee by appointment, having carefully ex-

amined the treasurer's report of the General Church Erection and

Missionary Committee, find its receipts and expenditures carefully
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and clearly recorded. We therefore submit it to you as a correct

report.

Signed, J. G. Roycr.

I. J.
Rosenberger.

XXIII. We, the Executive Committee on publishing Books and

Tracts, as ordered by Art. 7, 1885, suggest to the Standing Com-

mittee that Annual Meeting re-consider said Article, and adopt

the following change of name,—" The Brethren's Book and Trac t

Work," instead of " The Brethren's Book and Tract Committee,"

making it read as follows:

1st. The Standing Committee of Annual Meeting shall nomi-

nate, and Annual Meeting approve and perpetuate, an Executive

Committee of six members living sufficiently near each other, for

frequent consultation, to serve for a term of three years, except

the members first appointed, two of whom shall serve one year,

two, two years, and two, three years. Said Committee shall select

its own officers, make its own by-laws, procure and distribute

tracts and other publications upon best available methods, both in

this and foreign lands, in families, in cities, towns and country,

in cars, depots, and reading rooms, on board of outgoing and ports

of incoming steamers; in short, everywhere as means for publica-

tion, and facilities for judicious dissemination can be secured; fill

all incidental vacancies occurring in the Committee. Inform

Standing Committee each year whose term has expired, and make

an annual report of its work, including receipts and expenditures,

with all necessary suggestions to Annual Meeting through Stand-

ing Committee, which shall inspect, or cause said report to be

carefully inspected.

2d. The funds for this work shall consist of bequests, free-

wall offerings, money received on life interests, and from sale of

publications.

3d. In order to promote the object of this work, each church

in the brotherhood is hereby requested to appoint one or more

home agents, to solicit aid, and assist in distributing publications.

The home agents shall forward the means to the treasurer as col-

lected, fill out blank furnished, and present them quarterly to the

church for approval, and then to the Corresponding Secretary of

the Committee.

4th. Each church shall be allowed to draw any of the publi-

cations through her home agents, equal in value to half the sum

paid in during the year. All claims for publications not presented

during the year, shall expire May 1st for each year.

5th. Any person paying at one time twenty or more dollars,
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to promote the " Work/' shall be entitled to draw publications

annually to the value of one dollar for each twenty dollars paid.

6th. The Standing Committee shall nominate, and the Animal
Meeting confirm, a committee of five faithful and well-informed

brethren whose duty it will be to examine and approve all matter

to be published and distributed.

Organization of Committee.—The Executive Committee for

the Book and Tract Committee: S. W. Hoover, S. D. Royer,
Adam Minniek, B. F. Miller, Jacob Hepner, and Samuel Bock.

5. D. Royer, for three years; S. W. Hocwer, for three years;

Adam Minniek, for two years; B. F. Miller, for two years; Jacob

Jlepner, for one year; Samuel Bock, for one year.

The Examining Committee for the Book and Tract Committee:
Enoch Eby, R. H, Miller, Lanelon West, B. F. Moomaw, and S. S.

Mohler.

All expenses incident to the proper prosecution of the work
shall be paid out of the funds collected.

June 14, 1886.

WT
e, the undersigned committee appointed to examine the

financial report of the Brethren's Book and Tract Committee,
hereby certify that we have found it correct.

Samuel H. Myers.

Jessie Kinsey,

J. D. Trostle.

XXIV. Report to Annual Meeting of 1886, of the Executive

Committee of the Brethren's Book and Tract Committee:
1st. The members of the Executive Committee appointed by

the Annual Meeting of 1885, met in Salem church, Montgomery
Co., ()., August 4, 1885, at 2 o'clock, p. m., for organization.

Officers chosen for the year as follows: S. W. Eloover, Foreman;

J. A. Hepner, Treasurer; and Samuel Bock, Secretary. By-laws

and rules of business,' as appear in our advance circular, were
also adopted.

2. August 13th the Committee met at Bro. Hoover's". The
circular or pamphlet above referred to containing Constitution

and By-Laws, was agreed upon as the best method of introdu-

cing the work to the brotherhood. Three thousand copies were
ordered to be printed; the greater number of which have been dis-

tributed.

3d. Meetings of the Committee were held regularly as set

forth in the By-Laws.
4th. Funds raised during the year;
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From Churches . $176 18
From Individual Members 23 4

From Individuals, not Members , . 165 50
Total, . $365 08

5th. Expenditures:

Publication of Pamphlets, Stationery, Postage, etc., $ 75 58

Balance on hand, . $289 50

6th. On account of the Examining Committee not having
had a meeting for the examination of work and publications to

be put out, we could not offer printed matter the past year.

7th. Credits.—Churches having contributed to the funds of

the Committee during the past year, (see Art. 5th of the Consti-

tution), can draw publications for their portion during the coming
year. When ready, notice will be given in the Gospel Messenger.

Expirations: J. A. Hepner, S. Bock.

Samuel Bock,

Secretary.

Report of Committee Appointed to Visit the Brethren in

California.

XXV. We, the undersigned brethren appointed by A. M. of

.1884 to visit the brethren in California, to set in order things that

are wanting, met pursuant to appointment with the church in

Calaveras Co., Gal., on Monday, Nov. 3, 1884, and with the church

in San Joaquin Co., Cal , on Wednesday, Nov. 5th, where after

devotional exercises at each place, the following business was
transacted with a Christian spirit:—

1. It was ascertained that the Stanislaus church as organized

by B. F. Moomaw and H. D. Davy, (sec Min. of 1875, Art. 34,

Reason 4) was disorganized, only a few of those members remain-

ing, all of which that were present, accepted the committee, while

all the members of California church present, rejected the com-

mittee.

2. It was also ascertained that the charge of the California

church having II. R. Holsingcr there to preach, was correct, and

at the time of tins council they had Joseph Beer preaching for

them, as evidence of their disregard for the counsels of the

Brotherhood; and whereas the church in California is governed

by a local or congregational form of church government, there-

by ignoring the counsels and advice of our General Conference

(only when in harmony with their views'), such as fellowshiping

expelled members, &c; and whereas several committees have been
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sent by our General Conference, to try and effect a perfect recon-

ciliation and union with the general Brotherhood, but all proved

ineffectual to that end; and whereas, there are those among them
who are loyal to the general brotherhood, but are powerless, and
can not enjoy their rights and privileges; therefore in view of

the above, we recommend that the Brotherhood withdraw fellow-

ship from all those who will not respect nor hear the counsel of

the church, or general Brotherhood.

Furthermore, we recommend that those among them who are

loyal to the general Brotherhood, having been baptized prior to

the General Conference of 1885, shall be recognized as members
in full fellowship with the church of the Brethren, and shall be

amenable to the church for their conduct.

David Barklow,

Enoch Eby,

Committee.

Letters of Greeting from Annual Meeting, 1886.

The Annual Meeting of 1886 sends greetings to the brethren

and sisters in Europe. May the grace of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with all those who are of " like precious faith "

with us. Signed by order of the Annual Meeting.

D. E. Price, Moderator. Danl. Vaniman,
Danl. Hays, Writing Clerk. Reading Clerk.

Resolutions.

1. Resolved, that the thanks of this meeting are tendered to

our brethren and friends who so kindly entertained us while attend-

ing our Annual Council.

2. To the various religious bodies giving us the use of their

churches.

3. To the Railroad Companies which favored us in coming to

this meeting.

4. Resolved, that the success of our missionary work has been

such that we have reasons to be thankful to God for the same,

and to labor with increased zeal and interest in the future.

5. Resolved, that delegates pass Messenger office on their

way to supper, and leave their ballot for one member of Advisory

Committee and one dollar each to meet indebtedness on St. Louis

church property, and expenses of committee sent out last year

by Annual Meeting.
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Committees to Visit Churches.

I. A request for a committee to visit the Eel River church,
Incl, Request granted, and the following brethren were appointed:
Hiel Hamilton, John W. Metzgar, and J, H. Miller.

11- A request for a committee to visit the Fairview church,
Ind. Request granted, and the following brethren appointed:
Jacob Reif, W. R. Deeter, and Isaac Fisher.

III. The following brethren were appointed to fill vacancies
in the General Erection and Missionary Committee for the term of
three years: Daniel Vaniman and Samuel Riddlesbarger.

IV. Jacob Kepner and Samuel Bock were reappointed to fill

vacancies in the Book and Tract Work.
V. Daniel Hays was appointed to fill the vacancy in the

Advisory Committee.

Two requests for next Annual Meeting, one from Middle
Fork, Ind., and one from Kansas. The one from Kansas was
granted,

Delegates on Standing Committee.

Henry Brubaker, James R. Gish, William Howe,
John Hollinger, D. Vaniman, Samuel Harley,
William Davis, Isaac Billhimer, Daniel R. Sayler,
William Wyland, David Neff, C. Cassel,
S. S. Mohler, Jeremiah Gump, Asa Elarman,
C. C. Root, Isaac Miller, Daniel Hays,
John Thomas, L. II. Dickey, John B. Naff,
S. M. Goughenour, David Young, Daniel Peters,
S. H. Miller, John Smith, George C. Bowman.
E). E. Price, C. G. Lint,

D. E. Price, Moderator,
Daniel Vaniman, Reading Clerk,
F). Hays, Writing Clerk,

John Flory, Door Keeper.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1887.

Ottawa, Kansas.

- On Friday, May 27, the Standing Committee met and organized,
by electing Enoch Eby, Moderator; M. J. McClure, Writing Clerk;
R. H. Miller, Reading Clerk; and Samuel Driver, Doorkeeper.

On Tuesday morning, May 31, the General Council met and

30
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was opened with devotional exercises. The Meeting then pro-

ceeded to consider and decide, in the fear of the Lord, the follow-

ing subjects:

1. The following rule was added to the former rules for the

government of the Meeting: Motions or amendments to the an-

swers in papers that arc presented to Annual Meeting shall not he

entertained by the Moderator until the one presenting the paper

has opportunity to explain it, and its merits are discussed by the

Meeting; then, if there is not a union of sentiment in the Meeting,

the Moderator may entertain amendments to the answer.

2. Query deferred from 1886. We petition Annual Meeting,

through District Meeting, to grant the churches the privilege of

electing church officers by the majority vote instead of the plural-

ity.

Answer: Deferred indefinitely.

3. When a congregation is very largely in favor of the sin-

gle mode of feet-washing, will the District Meeting advise to

make the desired change from the double to the single mode?

Decided to send this to Annual Meeting of 1887.

Answer: Referred to Art. 14 of Minutes of 1879.

4. Will this District Meeting request Annual Meeting to ad-

vise the elders of the churches to hold at least one series of meet-

ings in their congregations each year? We do; and ask that this

request be submitted to Annual Meeting by our delegate.

Answer: We do so advise.

5. As there has not been anything passed by Annual Meet-

ing that delegates sent to that Meeting by the churches shall pre-

sent certificates, and as some of the churches send delegates with-

out certificates, will District Meeting No. 2 of Virginia ask Annual

Meeting to instruct the Committee on Credentials not to receive

any as delegates unless they present proper credentials from the

church that sent them?

Answer: Annual Meeting so instructs.

6. Inasmuch as our Brethren have been under the necessity

of going to the alms-house, will not this church petition District

Meeting to petition Annual Meeting to appoint a committee to

adopt some plan to' organize an old folks' home until next Annual

Meeting? Decided to send it to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Annual Meeting appointed E. W. Stoner, B. F.
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doomaw and David Long, with instructions to report ' to next
Annual Meeting.

7. We, the Brethren assembled in regular council, ask Annual
Meeting, through District Meeting of Western Pennsylvania,
the following question: Are excommunicated and unreconciled
ministers of the Gospel, or those ordained by them, according to

•the Gospel and the order of the Brethren Church, to be considered
-proper administrators of Christian baptism? The German Bap-
tist Brethren, or the Brethren Church, proper, has always held
it a matter sacred, in the church, that any member, and especially

the administrator, in the performance of any rite in the Church,
should be in full faith, peace, union and fellowship with the Broth-
erhood, and especially with the body which granted him to ad-
minister in holy things.

Answer: Passed by Annual Meeting.

8. We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting-,

to reconsider that part of Minutes of Annual Meeting of 1866
which grants the privilege to each State having ten elders to send
three representatives on Standing Committee, and so amend as to

regulate the number of representatives on Standing Committee
from each State District according to the number of members, in-

stead of the number of elders in a State. This District Meeting
agrees to ask Annual Meeting to grant the request, and decide as.

follows: Each State District, having three thousand members or
less, shall be entitled to one representative on the Standing Com-
mittee; Districts having over three thousand members may send
two.

Answer: We decided to make no change.

9. We, the Brethren of Elkhart church, do hereby petition

Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to reconsider Art. 3 of

1849, in regard to permitting brethren to wear caps in cases of ne-
cessity.

Answer: Annual Meeting grants the request.

10. Inasmuch as the Brethren aim to strictly obey the Word
of God, would it not be more in accordance with the Word to

break bread at the close of the Supper, while some are yet eating,

Matt. 24: 26, than to close the Supper with singing and prayer, as

it is done now, thus separating the Supper from the communion?

Answer: We make no change.

11. We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to
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reconsider Art. 7 of 1883 and Art. 6 of 1884, and make the Gener-

al Church Erection and Missionary Committee the legal representa-

tives, or trustees, instead of the Moderator and Clerks of Annual

Meeting, of all property belonging to the General Brotherhood of

the German Baptist Brethren Church; to care for, control, sell and

convey the same as in their judgment may seem best for the Gen-

eral Brotherhood.

Answer: Referred to a committee of three, instructed to re-

port to Annual Meeting of 1888.

12. The District Meeting of Northern Illinois asks Annual

Meeting of 1887 to change the manner of electing officers of An-

nual Meeting, by permitting the delegates to take part in said elec-

tion.
#

Answer: Decided to make no change.

13. The District Meeting of Northern Illinois asks Annual

Meeting to instruct the General Missionary Committee to send a

missionary among the Mormons in Utah.

Answer: Referred to the General Church Erection and Mis-

sionary Committee.

14. We, the Brethren of Roann church, Indiana, ask District

Meeting to ask Annual Meeting to grant local churches the privi-

lege of notifying expelled members of their expulsion, when not

present, by letter, instead of by personal visit.

Answer: Decided to leave this to the wisdom of the church

to decide when a written notice will answer instead of a personal

visit, which is the general practice of the Church.

15. Inasmuch as the time has been that religious liberty did

not exist in Germany, and our dear Brethren had to seek refuge

in America, and the Brethren Church, through the guidance of

the Holy Spirit, has prospered here, and as at this time religious

liberty is granted in Germany, this District, by request of the Big

Grove church, petitions Annual Meeting to look up brethren who

are able to preach the Gospel as believed and practiced by the

Brethren Church, and send them, as missionaries, to Germany.

Answer: Referred to the General Church Erection and Mis-

sionary Committee.

16. Is Art. 45, 1862, to be understood to mean that churches

shall under all circumstances, grant expelled members a commit-

tee, or have they a right to act according to the nature of the

case and the circumstances connected therewith?
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Answer: We do not understand the Minutes to compel a

church to grant a committee in all cases, but shall use its judg-

ment, according to the nature of the case.

17. As the Gospel Messenger can be profitably used towards

opening mission fields, will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting

to authorize the General Missionary Committee to appropriate of

the mission funds to send the Messenger into such new localities

as may appear favorable to the work, and that District Mission

Committees, and brethren engaged in mission work, may recom-

mend persons and localities to which papers may be sent?

Answer: Yes.

18. Will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to so direct

that officers moving into a church shall, before being located in

their official standing, promise, in the presence of the church and

the elder in charge, to support and defend the principles of the

Gospel on all points, as held and practiced by our Brotherhood,

and then, by vote of the church, be accepted as represented by

their letter? -

Answer: Yes.

19. How is it considered in paying the annual or general

visit to members before love-feast, is it right for the officers of the

congregations to meet and visit each other before sending the vis-

iting brethren, or deacons, on the visit? It is right, so that

no one be sent on the visit who is not in peace and in the order of

the General Brotherhood, and we ask that congregations be re-

quired to adopt this order of sending the general church visit.

Answer: Passed by Annual Meeting.

20. The North-Eastern District of Ohio petitions Annual

Meeting of 1887 to set apart Whitsunday as a day of fasting for all

who attend Annual Meeting on said day.

Answer: We heartily recommend the duty of fasting, but do

not feel to set apart a special day.

21. A number of papers were presented in relation to the

Hymn Book and Hymnal, which were referred to a committee who

reported as follows:

"We recommend a revision of the Brethren's Hymn Book,

the revised Book not to contain over five hundred hymns, and the

price of the best binding not to exceed fifty cents. The hymns in

the new Book to be regularly numbered, and those taken from the

old Book to have the number of the same hymn in the old Book.
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The classification of the new Book to he on the plan of the old

one, with an additional class of hymns, suited to the wants of

children. We also recommend the publishing of a missionary

edition, containing about one hundred selections from the re-

vised Hymn Book. We also recommend the revision of the

Hymnal in character notes, conforming in numbering and classi-

fication to the new Hymn Book.

The report was deferred to next Annual Meeting permitting
the" General Missionary Committee to publish a small book for

its use in mission work.

22. A number of papers were presented, asking for a change

in the conducting and ownership of the Gospel Messenger, which

were submitted to the following committee: S. S. Mohler, M, M.
Eshelman, Daniel Vaniman, R. H. Miller, Enoch Eby.

23. The following was reported by the General Church Erec-

tion and Missionary Committee, and was accepted by Annual

Meeting:

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee
to Annual Meeting, Held at Ottawa, Franklin Co., Kans.,

May 31 to June 2, 1887.

To the General Conference of the German Baptist Brethren

Church, assembled at Ottawa, Kansas, Greeting:

—

The General Church Erection and Missionary Committee sub-

mit the foil coving report of its work for the current year, en dine

April 5, 1887:

During the past year the Committee has been deprived, part

of the time, of the counsel of Bro. James R. Gish\ who, in his zeal

for the Master's cause, spent a part of the year in Arkansas, lay-

ing the foundation for future work. Bro. Enoch Eby was also un-

able to meet with the Committee. Under these disadvantages,

the Committee labored to carry forward the great missionary work
of the church, and, under Divine blessing, some progress in the

work has been made, a brief report of which is herewith sub-

mitted.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The work in Denmark and Sweden has been carried on with

much zeal, and the results have been encouraging. The brethren

there held, during the year, 589 meetings, and 39 were received

into the church by baptism. The Committee also arranged to as-

sist in building a small house of worship in Sweden. Bro. Olssen

has charge of the work in Sweden, and Copenhagen, Denmark,
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and is a zealous worker. He held 242 meetings during the year,
and baptized 21. Bro. Olssen receives support from the Com-
mittee, his expenses amounting to about $240 per year. Bro.
Hansen has charge of the work in Thyland. His health has been
impaired, but he is at work again. He held 126 meetings during
the year, and baptized 13. The Committee assists him in the
support of his family with about $100 per year.

The churches in North Denmark are under the care of Elders
Neilsen and Eskildsen, and have been receiving $150 a year to as-
sist them in preaching the Word. The churches have lost some by
emigration to America, but the additions during the year have
more than made up the loss, and they now report that they are
much encouraged in the -work.

Germany.

The Committee have nothing to report from Germany. Un-
til means are provided to locate a minister there, but little can be
clone. They are still sending a few copies of the Bruederbote to the
Fatherland, but as yet no apparent result has grown out of this

effort.

HOME MISSION WORK.
The Texas Mission.

Bro. A. W. Vaniman has been laboring in the Texas field a lit-

tle more than a year, and during that time 32 have been added
to the church by baptism. Bro. Henry Brubaker, of Nebraska,
has also located in Texas, and the work there is in a prosperous
condition. The expense attending the mission for the year has
been $200—$100 were used in assisting Bro. Brubaker to move to

the State.

Dakota.

Brethren B. F. Miller and W. G. Cook took charge of some
work in this Territory, under direction of the Committee. Nine
were received into the church by baptism, and one reclaimed.
Expense attending the work, $50.

Tennessee.

The Committee sent $150 to the District of Tennessee. The
result of the work there, as reported, is most gratifying. One
church was organized, and 26 were baptized.

Southern Missouri.

Two hundred dollars were most judiciously expended in this
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District. Two churches were organized, and 40 received by bap-

tism.

North-Western Kansas and Colorado,

In this District, from which more calls have come than could

be filled, the Committee expended $100. Four churches were or-

ganized, and one received by baptism.

Assistance to State Districts.

Southern Missouri, $2 00

Tennessee, 150 °°

North-western Kansas and Colorado, 100 00

Northern Missouri, 100 00

Nebraska, — 50 oo

Dakota, 50 00

Church Erection.

Covina. California, $100 00

Keplinge, Sweden, . 25 7

Pleasant View, Kansas 200 00

Salem, Nebraska, 100 00

Honey Creek, Missouri, 150 00

Sidney, Nebraska, 250 00

Summary.
Meeting Houses provided for, 7

State Districts assisted, 6

Churches organized, 7

Received by baptism, 147

From the foregoing report and summary, it will be seen that

God has blessed the mission work of the church. It is true that

the results are not what they might have been, had the Committee

been able to supply 'all the calls for help. It is to be hoped that the

good work will be carried on until we, as a church, have carried the

Gospel to all the nations of the earth.

REPORTS OF STATE DISTRICTS.

Northern Illinois.—Received for mission work, $523.21; ex-

pended $327.91; seven received by baptism.

North-Eastern Kansas.—Received and expended for mission

work, $55.66.

Tennessee.—Amount expended for mission work, $72.66; one

church organized; twenty-six received by baptism.

North-Western Ohio.—Received for the mission work, $146.17;

expended, $100.76.

Northern Indiana.—Received for mission work, $164.78; ex-

pended, $105.14.



1887] the Church of the Brethren 473

Southern Iowa.—Expended for mission work, $14.57.

Michigan.—Received for mission work, $66.28; expended,

$39.73.

North-Eastern Ohio.—Received for mission work, $146.17;

expended, $100.41.

Nebraska.—Expended in mission work, $108.57.

Southern Missouri.—Received for mission work, $255.00; ex-

pended, $240.00; churches organized, 1; received by baptism, forty-

six.

Southern District of Illinois.—Received and expended for mis-

sion work, $131.30; churches organized, 1; received by baptism,

twenty-four.

Oregon.—Received for mission work, $187.00; one received by

baptism.

Southern Indiana.—Received for mission work, $151.26; ex-

pended, $113.60; churches organized, 1; baptized, seventeen.

Eastern Pennsylvania.—Received for mission work, $734.70;

expended, $475.00; church erection, $152.94; mission work, total,

$627.94.

First District of Virginia.—Expended for mission work, $260.00.

North-Western Kansas and Colorado.—Received for mission

work, $216.82; expended, $133.24; churches organized, 4; baptized,

three.

Middle Indiana.—Received for mission work, $143.08; expend-

ed, $74.20.

Middle Iowa.—Received for mission work, $92.00; expended,

$66.00; one church organized; one baptized.

The State Districts, with few exceptions, have neglected to

report the names of those set apart as missionaries subject to the

call of the General Committee, as recommended by last Annual

Meeting, thus leaving the Committee in need of men.

MONEY RECEIVED AND EXPENDED.

Sisters' Mission, $ 258 66

Foreign Mission, 269 68

General Mission 3348 95

Balance on hand, April 7, 1886, 812 72

$4690 01

Contra.

Mission work in Sweden and Denmark, $1177 90

Expense of bringing Bro. Hope's family to Ameri-

ca, 451 81

Home mission work • 850 00

Building meeting-houses, 105 7 09
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Bruederbote to Germany,
Printing reports, postal cards and circulars,

Traveling- expenses of Committee,
Postage,
Balance on hand

9 70 00

60 95

42 40

2 90

9 76 96

$4690 01

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR ALL PURPOSES.
General Church Erection and Missionary Com-

mittee, $3877 29

Hope Home Fund since last report, 1520 OS

Received by State Districts 3258 23

Amount for Missionary Work,
Total amount received for Bro. Hope's Home, . . . . .

$8655

$2692

The following list shows the sums of money contributed

each State and Territory:

60

24

by

Illinois $1284 02

Ohio 927 31

Pennsylvania 673 75

Indiana 576 58

Iowa 195 28

Kansas, 172 45

Maryland, . . .

Virginia, ....

Nebraska,
Missouri, ....

Texas,
West Virginia,

Tennessee,

112 67

97 45

79

51 05

40 35

39 20

22 75

Minnesota
(California,

Washington Ty.,

Michigan,
Canada,
Florida
Colorado
Idaho
Dakota,
Montana,
Oregon,
Alabama,

$ 2 5

19 8

12 20

12 05

11 no

10 5

10

i 10

3 SO

1 00

5 Q

25

Bequests.

Sister Engel, Maryland, .

Henry Eby, Pennsylvania,
? 2 9 2

5 8 9 4

MONEY RECEIVED AND EXPENDED.

A comparison of the foregoing report with that of 1886, shows

an increase in receipts for mission work alone of $802.46, or over

20 per cent. Including the Bro. Hope Home Fund, the receipts for

the current year exceed those of last ycdr by $1,150,37, an increase of

more than 27 per cent.

The increase comes from a few States. Quite a number of

States show a falling off in the amounts given for mission work.

Illinois stands first on the list, with nearly $1,300.00, or about

one-fourth of all the money received during the year, with an in-

crease of $235.00 over last year.

Ohio comes next, with an increase of over $500.00. She has

more than doubled her liberality of last year, and has placed to her

credit over $900.00.
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Pennsylvania shows an increase of a. few dollars. Maryland
more than doubles the amount of last year. Virginia and Nebraska

show an increase, whilst Iowa falls much below last year. Kansas
also falls short of the previous year's donation. The increase is

quite encouraging, but the General Brotherhood comes far short of

giving according to the plan adopted by Annual Meeting, which
says

;

*' Let each member, at all able to do so, give, for general church

and mission work, one cent, or more if able, each week, as the Lord

has prospered him, upon the principle taught in 1 Cor. 16: 1,
2"."

If this plan were carried out, and it might easily be clone and

no one burdened, the States would pay as follows: Pennsylvania^

$7,800.00; Ohio and Indiana, each $5,200; Virginia, $2,600.00; Illinois,

$2,200.00; Iowa and Kansas, each, about $1,500.00; Maryland,

$1,300.00, and other States in the same proportion. This would

place in the hands of your Committee about $35,000.00 annually.

With this sum, fifty active, faithful brethren could be kept in the

field all the time, and aid could be given for the erection of fifty

meeting-houses annually. If the Brotherhood would do her whole
duty in this matter, who can estimate the grand work that might
be done in winning souls to Christ, and extending the borders of

our beloved Zion?

The only expense attending the receiving and paying out and

accounting for the Mission Fund, outside of the traveling expenses

of the Committee to attend the meetings, has been $2.90 for post-

age. The Committee have labored free of charge, and the Secretary

and Treasurer has given his time and labor to the work without

pay.

Daniel Vaniman, Foreman; D. L. Miller, Secretary and Treas-

urer.

24. The following was reported by the Brethren's Book and
Tract Work, dated May 1, 1887:

Balance on band from last year, . $ 289 50
Donations from churches 481 63

Donations from individuals, . 58 80

Cash memberships 40 00

From sale of tracts 44 05

From sale of Golden Gleams, • 272 00

From sale of books, 77 17

Total cash from all source
, $1263 15

Out-standing- accounts 220 04

Memberships on the endowment plan, 3200 00

Grand total, $4683 79
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Expense Account.

Printing bills and books, $ 74 3 24

Railroad fare, freights, stamps and sundries, .... 116 15 $ 859 39

Balance on hand, $3824 40

Less memberships on endowment plan, $3200 00

Out-standing accounts, 220 04 3420 64

Cash balance on hand, $ fOl 76

Summary.

Cash balance on hand, $ 403 ^6

Out-Standing accounts, 220 64.

Endowment notes 3200 00

2 50 Golden Gleams, 125 00

60 Books, 52 50

125 Pamphlets, " 12

44000 Tracts, 143 00

Stationery and fixtures, 14

Present worth, $4162 2

Number of Publications.

English.— 1,000 Golden Gleams, 1,600 Books and Pamphlets,

5,000 Gospel Messengers (Mis. No.), 59,000 Tracts.

German.—1,000 "Der Bruederbote" (Mis. No.), 2,000 Tracts.

Swedish.—13,000 Tracts.

Danish,—6,000 Tracts.

Total—88,600.

Number of Publications Sold and Distributed.

Golden Gleams, 750; Tracts, Books, Messengers and Brueder-

bote, 43,850; Total, 44,600.

Number of Publications on hand, 44,600.

The Executive Committee of the Tract Work suggest that

the following changes be made in the Constitution, which were

adopted by Annual Meeting:

1. "That Art. 3 end with the word 'collected.'

2. "Art. 5.—Any person paying, or obligating him or herself

to pay, twenty or more dollars as a life membership, as an endow-

ment of the Work, or otherwise, shall be entitled to draw publica-

tions annually to the value of one dollar for each twenty dollars

so contributed.

"And we suggest, further, that Annual Meeting say whether

the duties of the Examining Committee of the Rook and Tract

Work are confined to the productions of the Brotherhood."

Answer: They are.
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"And we suggest that it is not consistent with the interests of

the Church for brethren to sell or distribute such books or tracts

as have been disapproved by the Examining Committee."

Answer: Decided that it is not consistent.

"And if not consistent, ought not Annual Meeting to advise

that their sale or distrbiution by brethren be discontinued? "

Answer: Yes; Annual Meeting so advises.

Bro. Adam Minnick was re-appointed member of the Executive

Committee of the Tract Work, and Bro. Isaac Frantz was ap-

pointed in the place of B. F. Miller, whose time expired.

In accordance with the recommendation of the General Church

Erection and Missionary Committee, said Committee was author-

ized to accept donations for an Endowment Fund, to be placed on

interest and the increase from it to be used in the mission work of

the Church. The plan for securing and investing said Fund shall

be left in the hands of the Committee.

Bro. D. L. Miller was re-appointed on the General Church

Erection and Missionary Committee.

J. R. Gish having resigned, J. W. Price was appointed to fill

his unexpired term on the same Committee.

S. S. Mohler was re-appointed on the Examining Committee.

Jacob Rife was appointed to fill the vacancy on same Com-
mittee caused by the resignation of R. H. Miller.

Resolved, that we tender our thanks to the Committee of Ar-

rangements for their kindness and for the very efficient manner in

which they have conducted this Annual Meeting.

We also tender our thanks to the proprietors of Forest Park,

and to the City of Ottawa, for their kindness to our people during

the Meeting.

And we thank the railroad companies and their employees for

their kindness and for the pains they have taken to convey our

people to this Meeting.

Committees to Visit Churches.

To the churches at Germantown, Philadelphia, Coventry,

George's Creek, Huntingdon, etc., in Pennsylvania: R. H. Miller,

David Long, E. W. Stoner, J. F. Oiler, and B. F. Moomaw.
To Berrien church, Michigan: S. S. Mohler, Edmund Forney,

and Jesse Stutzman.

To Irish Grove, Warren Co., Iowa: S. S. Mohler, Michael

Sissler, and B. F. Flory.
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To Upper Twin Creek and Lower Stillwater churches, Ohio:

R. H. Miller, D. E. Price, David Neff, Enoch Ehy, and M. J. Mc-

Clurc.

Annual Meeting to he held in the Middle District of Indiana,

in 1888.

Standing Committee of 1887.

F. W. Dove,

Jacob Thomas,
S o 1 om on B u ck a 1 ew

,

David Long,

James Quinter,

J. D. Parker,

Jesse Stutzman,

L. W. Teeter,

Edmu nd 1 r omey

,

M. J. McClure,"

J. W. Trostle,

Isaac Barto,

Geo. Barn hart,

Enoch Ehy,

M. M. Eshelman,

B. F. Moomaw,
S. H. Myers,

E. W. Stoner,

Wm. Hertzler,

J. C. Johnson,

S. M. Loose,

J. H. Miller,

R. H. Miller,

J, R. Gish,

Daniel Cli, m i
•

D. E. Brubaker,

S. B. Shirkey,

C. Holdeman,

J. E. Hilkey,

B. F. Flory.

T. McClure, Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1888.

North Manchester, Ind.

On Friday, May 18, the Standing Committee met and organ-

ized by electing Enoch Eby, Moderator; J. G. Royer, Writing

Clerk; D. N. Workman, Reading Clerk; and S. S. Mohler, Door-

keeper.

On Tuesday morning, May 22, tlie General Council was opened

by the usual devotional exercises.

On motion, the rules governing the deliberations of former

Annual Meetings were re-adopted.

QUERIES.

1. Will the District Meeting ask the Annual Meeting to re-

quire the delegates that are sent by the churches to be present

during every session of the Annual Meeting, unless providentially

hindered" This District Meeting urges the Annual Meeting to

grant the request.

Answer: Passed.

2. Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has granted the liberty of

conscience to wear a full beard, also granted the liberty of con-

science not to salute such brethren, will not the District Meeting
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ask the Annual Meeting to decide that brethren should clip their

mustache so as not to hinder in the salutation of the kiss?

Answer: Brethren who do not trim the hair on the upper
lip so that they may be decent and orderly shall be considered as
offenders and dealt with accordingly.

3. Since Annual Meeting has granted brethren three differ-

ent ways to wear their hair, and has forbidden them to shingle

their hair, will not the District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to

stop the fashion of shingling the hair among the brethren?

Answer: Brethren should not follow the fashions of the world
in the cutting or wearing of the hair or beard. 1 Peter 1: 14.

4. Inasmuch as there seems to be some agitation through-
out the Brotherhood in regard to changing the name of the church
we respectfully ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting not

to change the name. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Thirteen papers besides the above were presented on
the change and nonchange of the church name. Decided to make
no change.

5. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

advise the Brethren of the several States, where they have objec-

tionable forms of affirmation, to petition the rulers of their States

to use the simple form of Ohio and Pennsylvania, and omit the

words: 'Under pain and penalty of perjury. So help you God."
Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: We submit this matter to the Brethren in those
States where the objectionable forms of affirmation exist; but
caution our

_

Brethren to be careful not to compromise their non-
swearing principles.

6. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to cau-

tion brethren, especially ministering brethren, in regard to speak-
ing or writing too flatteringly of sections of the West or any other
section of the country.

Answer: Annual Meeting advises brethren to write more
about the work of the Lord and less about speculation.

7. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

have our Hymn Book and Hymnal revised on the following bases:

1st. About live hundred of the best hymns to be selected from
our present hymn book.

2nd. A number of other good, familiar hymns, not to exceed
one hundred, to be added, of which some shall be especially

adapted to the wants of children.
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3rd. The Hymnal to contain no duplicates of tunes, but as

nearly as possible to contain the music of all the tunes used in the

Brethren's congregational worship.

4th. The time and the music of the tunes to be used as nearly

as possible as originally written, the same character notes to be

used as those in our present Hymnal, the binding to be plain, good

and substantial, and not to exceed two kinds for the Hymnal, as

well as for the Hymn Book.

Answer: The Revision of the Hymn Book is deferred two
years.

8. We, the members of the Mound church, assembled in

council, do hereby ask District Meeting of Southern Missouri (to

be held May 3 and 4, 1888), to petition Annual Meeting not to

allow any brethren (elders or others), who use tobacco in any

form, except for medicinal purposes, to be sent on committees to

adjust difficulties that may exist in local churches or between mem-

bers. Yes, we so petition. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: We re-affirm the former decision of Annual Meeting

upon the use of tobacco, and strongly urge all our members to quit

its use.

9. A number of papers were presented, requesting Annual

Meeting to discontinue the practice of feeding a mixed multitude

on Sunday (Pentecost). The papers were referred to a committee

which reported as follows:

We, your committee, after carefully reading the papers sub-

mitted to us by Standing Committee, beg leave to make the follow-

ing report: However much we may be in favor of avoiding feeding

a mixed multitude on Sunday, we are met on every side by the im-

practicability of such a course, as our Annual Meeting is often held

where there are but few brethren; hence we decide to make no

general change, but advise Committee of Arrangements, where such

Meetings are held to dispense with the traffic of everything on

Sunday except what is really necessary, and that all cooking be

done on Saturday, to avoid as much labor as possible on Sun-

day.
Samuel H. Myers,

E. W. Stoner,

D. E. Price,

Jacob Rife,

Samuel Driver.

Report accepted.
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10. Does the general ruling of the Brethren church allow a

brother to attach himself to, and become a member of, the associa-

tion of the Grand Army of the Republic? And if it does not,

what course should he pursued in dealing with a brother who is

a member of that organization? This District Meeting does not
admit of it, and any brother doing so should be dealt with accord-

ing to Matt. 18: 17.

Answer: Passed with its answer.

11. Will not this District Meeting petition Annual Meeting
to so arrange that the Annual Meeting Minutes be sent free to

each congregation, with the understanding that they be read in the
churches (see Acts 16: 4), and the expense be paid by the General
Brotherhood.J Yes, with the recommendation that every church
be supplied with a sufficient number to supply each family with a

copy.

Answer: Referred to a committee, which reported as follows:

In order that each family of members may annually be sup-

plied with a copy of Minutes of Annual Meeting, beginning with
Minutes of 1888, we recommend that Annual Meeting (1) make it

the duty of the Secretary of each State District to send the name
and address of each overseer in his District to the Secretary of

Annual Meeting as soon as practicable, and as near as possible the

number of families in each local church. (2) The Clerk of Annual
Meeting shall publish about 30,000 copies, and shall send a suffi-

cient number to each overseer to supply each family in his care

with a copy through the deacons going on a visit, or otherwise.

(3) The expenses of publishing, mailing, etc., to be paid by the

State District Treasurers out of District funds, in proportion to

number of families reported by each Secretary.

Lewis W. Teeter,

Daniel Vaniman,
• W. R. Deeter,

Jesse Stutzman,

S. W. Hoover.

The report was adopted.

12. We, the Brethren of the Eel River church, do hereby

petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting of Middle In-

diana, to reconsider Art. 9 of 1887, and re-adopt Art. 3 of 1849;

but, in case Annual Meeting refuses to grant the request, we ask

Annual Meeting to define what constitutes a case of necessity, and

a
1
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also the kind of cap, if allowed to be worn by the brethren. Sent

to Annual Meeting.

Answer: We do not presume to define a case of necessity,

but when worn for comfort we see no impropriety in wearing a

plain cap, but would strongly urge forbearance with each other.

See Eph. 4: 2, 3.

13. Inasmuch as there arc local churches in the Brotherhood

that receive into the church as members those who have more

than one companion living at the same time, and such members

move from one State or local church district to another, with let-

ters of commendation, and the church where they move to cannot

accept such letters, on account of such marriage, we petition An-

nual Meeting, through District Meeting, to give the Brotherhood

a Minute on the above question, so all the churches may know

who, in such cases, are eligible to membership, and thereby main-

tain a unity of action in receiving applicants for baptism, and that

all churches may work together in harmony, and by so doing

maintain the unity of the Spirit in love. We cannot accept any

as applicants for baptism who have been divorced and marry again

while their former companions are living, or retain any who are

members and go and marry again. See Matt. 19: 9; Mark 10: 11,

14; 1 Cor. 7: 11-39. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Since the results of former decisions on the di-

vorce question prove unsatisfactory, and since this is a very im-

portant question, and in order that we may act cautiously, this

paper, with all former decisions, was put into the hands of a com-

mittee of five brethren, to report at next Annual Meeting.

14 Whereas the offensive use of tobacco continues among

us, notwithstanding the numerous decisions of Annual Meeting,

and the apostle bidding us " cleanse ourselves from all nlthiness

of the flesh and spirit," 2 Cor. 7: 1, therefore, will not Annual

Meeting ask brethren, on receiving applicants into the church, that

they advise them to abstain from the use of tobacco?

Answer: This Meeting advises brethren to do so.

15. Will not Annual Meeting authorize the Missionary

Board, in aiding poor churches in the United States to build

meeting-houses, that they loan the fund and not donate it? Let

the conditions of the loan be left to the discretion of the Board.

Amswer: The Committee has authority either to loan or do-

nate, by Art. 2, 1884.

16. The Woodbury church asks District Meeting to petition



1888] the Church of the Brethren 483

Annual Meeting that the decision in regard to feet-washing, 1877,

be so changed that when a large majority of the members agree
that the single mode shall be the order of practice, it may be so

observed.

Answer: This question is answered under Query 3, of 1887.

17. Annual Meeting ordered last year's Minutes to be cor-

rected by putting on this year's Minutes the following report of

the committee which audited the books of the Treasurer of the

General Church Erection and Missionary Board:
We, the undersigned committee, appointed by Annual Meet-

ing to audit the account of D. L, Miller, Treasurer of the Church
Erection and Missionary Committee, do report that we have care-
fully examined said account, beginning June, 1884 (that is when
the accounts commenced), and ending April 5th (that closes the

accounts with this report), and find them all correct without an
error in a single figure. Respectfully submitted, signed by the

Committee, S. Z. Sharp, S. R. Zug, Levi Mohler.
18. What shall be done with poor widows and others not able

to support themselves? The churches here are not able to give
them sufficient help. There is a case where a widow has children.

If she neglects to have her children confirmed in the State church,

she cannot receive assistance from the Government, and our
churches are too poor to help her.

Answer: Referred to the General Church Erection and Mis-
sionary Committee. At the request of the General Church Erec-
tion and Missionary Committee the Annual Meeting granted them
privilege to create a fund for the benefit of the poor members in
Denmark and Sweden. Remit to D. L. Miller, Treasurer Mt.
Morris, 111.

19. Shall we open our meeting-houses to ministers of other
denominations? See 2 John 1: 11.

_
Answer: We think Brethren should be careful not to open

their doors to influences which would militate against the doctrine
and simplicity of the gospel of Christ, as understood by the Breth-
ren. See 2 John 1: 10, 11. Our churches have always been open
for funeral occasions. Passed.

20. Is it right to insure property against fire? If it is not

right, what shall be done if a brother's house and all that he has
burns? The insurance companies will pay nothing unless we
make oath to our losses.

21. Is it right to send our children to the State church
schools, when they are taught a strange and false doctrine? If
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not right, what shall we do when both the Danish and Swedish

laws compel us to give them as much scholastic science as they re-

ceive in our State Schools? We are poor and cannot open schools

of our own.

The two above queries are referred to the General Church

Erection and Missionary Committee, with Bro. Hope added,

with instructions to see to the wants of the Brethren in Denmark
and Sweden.

22. After receiving Endowment Notes and Bequests amount-

ing to nearly $30,000.00, it was found that, .in order to properly in-

vest and manage this Fund, the Committee should be incor-

porated. We, therefore, suggest to Annual Meeting, through

Standing Committee, that the General Church Erection and Mis-

sionary Committee be authorized to incorporate.

Answer: Passed.

23. Whereas the work of securing an Endowment Fund has

been hindered by some disputing the right of the Committee to

solicit such Fund, we therefore suggest that Annual Meeting ap-

prove the plan, and that the soliciting be continued for both the

Missionary, and Book and Tract Fund,

Answer: Approved.

REPORTS.
Report of Committee on Church Property.

Your Committee appointed at last Annual Meeting to ascertain

the best manner of holding and controlling Church Property, both

at home and in foreign countries, report as follows: We believe the

question referred to is one of great importance, but, owing to the

fact that no provision was made for funds, we have been unable to

obtain legal advice and our investigation has not been full. We,

however, suggest the following plan: (1) We recommend that the

Church be chartered under some permanent name. (2) Under such

chartered organization, trustees be appointed, three or live to act

as legal representatives of the Church, who shall hold all real or

personal property, at home or in foreign countries, belonging to the

General Brotherhood, not otherwise provided by will, subject to

such decision as the Church may make.

Jos. C. Lahman,

John Wise,

A. Hutchison.

The former committee on Church Property continued, and

necessary means provided.
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Report of Committee on Publication.

We, the undersigned committee, appointed by Annual Meet-
ing of 1887, on publications for the Brotherhood, respectfully sub-
mit the following:

1. That the Brotherhood shall purchase the entire outfit and
interest of the Brethren's Publishing Company, and merge this and
the Brethren's Book and Tract Work into one corporation, the
corporate name of which shall be the Publishing Work.

2. The object of this corporation shall be to disseminate the
principles of the gospel of Christ, as understood by the Brother-
hood, by publishing such papers, books, tracts, etc., as may be di-

rected, for sale and for free distribution in this and in foreign
countries, in reading rooms, railroad depots, on cars, on board of

outgoing and in ports of incoming vessels—in short, everj^vhere,
as means for publication and judicious distribution can be secured.

3. The Standing Committee shall, by approval of Annual Meet-
ing, appoint and perpetuate a board of five trustees, to serve for a
term of five years, except four of those first appointed, who shall

serve respectively, one, two, three, and four years, the Standing
Committee to name the term of each. These trustees shall meet
as soon as practicable after their election, and after being organ-
ized and incorporated according to law, they shall purchase, at a

reasonable price, the entire outfit and interest of the Brethren's
Publishing Company, and shall merge this and the Brethren's Book
and Tract Work into one corporation, to be held in trust and
controlled by them for the General Brotherhood, under such reg-
ulations as Annual Meeting may provide. All the property and in-

terests of the Brethren's Book and Tract Work shall be turned
over to these trustees, to be continued by them as directed by An-
nual Meeting.

4. The Standing Committee shall, by approval of Annual Meet-
ing, appoint a committee, consisting of three members from the
territory west of the Mississippi River; four between the Mississippi
and Ohio; and three east of the Ohio River, to locate the Publish-
ing House; and they shall as soon as possible proceed to se-
lect a place and report to the trustees.

5. The trustees may establish Branch Houses when and where
they deem them necessary.

6. The trustees shall select an executive committee of three
Brethren, two of whom may be of their own number, living suffi-

ciently near each other for frequent consultation, and also as near
the Publishing House as suitable brethren can be obtained. They
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may serve as long as desired by the trustees. They shall counsel

with, and direct the business manager, who shall be directly re-

sponsible to them for all the business intrusted to him.

7. The trustees shall appoint a thorough and reliable business

manager, who shall take direct charge of and manage all the busi-

ness intrusted to him as directed by the executive committee. He

shall, by virtue of his office, be corresponding secretary, and may

hold his position as long* a s desired by the trustees. His books,

as well as the entire office, a~d all the business connected therewith,

shall, at all times, be open for the inspection of the executive

committee; and, whenever desired, he shall render to said committee

a full and correct report of all or any part of the business.

8. The trustees shall, at their first meeting, appoint an agent

in each State District, who may appoint others to assist in solicit-

ing donations, bequests, and interest-bearing endowment notes to

pay for, and forward the Publishing Interests. These agents shall

work under the instructions of the trustees, who shall allow them.

a reasonable compensation for their services out of the funds col-

lected' and if by Jan. 1, 1889, sufficient funds are not available, the

trustees may then issue interest-bearing bonds to meet the deficien-

cy; said bonds to be redeemed as soon as practicable, with

profits, donations and bequests.

9. The trustees shall meet as often as necessary, and a majority

of the board shall, at any legally called meeting, constitute a quor-

um. They shall have power to fill any vacancy occurring in the

board for the unexpired term; and they shall annually make a report

of their work to Annual Meeting after having first submitted it to

Standing Committee for inspection and approval; and shall, through

Standing Committee, suggest to Annual Meeting for adoption any-

thing necessary to forward their work; and they may also recom-

mend to the Standing Committee persons for trustees.

10. The Book and Tract Work shall be merged into this

incorporation, by making it the duty of the board of trustees to

appoint the tract committee, and to oversee and govern it through

its executive committee.

11. The Standing Committee shall nominate a number of

suitable brethren to be voted for as editors; and after a careful

consideration of their Christian character and qualifications, shall.

by a majority vote, recommend to Annual Meeting for approval,

one editor-in-chief and one office editor, to serve for a term of four

years, provided they give general satisfaction; otherwise either one

or both of them may be removed sooner by the advisory commit-
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tec and the board of trustees, who shall fill the vacancy caused in

this or any other way until next Annual Meeting
12. The trustees shall arrange the salary of the editors and

business manager; employ all other help; procure suitable build-
ings, and all else needful to carry on the work successfully. All
expenses incidental to locating, transferring and carrying on the
publishing work, to be paid out of the funds of the corporation.

13. Twenty-live per cent of the profits arising from publica-

tions shall be turned over to the Book and Tract Department, and
seventy-five per cent to the General Church Erection and Mis-
sionary Committee. Signed by S. S. Mohler, R. H. Miller, Daniel
Vaniman, Enoch Eby, M. M. Eshelman.

The report was deferred two years, and the committee given
the privilege to publish and explain it in the Gospel Messenger.

Report of St. Louis Church.

This is to certify that, of the thirty-one members baptized into
the First St, Louis Brethren church part have died, some were ex-
pelled, and others have moved from the City, until only seven
remain; part of these intending to move soon, and as no way seems
open to make the church prosper under existing circumstances,
therefore we have this day, Sept. 11, 1887, by consent of the
members present, agreed to disorganize said church by giving let-

ters of membership to the remaining members, and we recommend
to next Annual Meeting that it sell the church property in St.

Louis, belonging to the General Brotherhood, and turn the money
received therefor over to the General Church Erection and Mission-
ary Committee, to be used by them in forwarding the Lord's

work.

John Metzger,

Daniel Vaniman.
We, the Church Erection and Missionary Committee of South.

ern Illinois, endorse the above recommendation.
James Wirt, Clerk; David Vaniman, Foreman.

The District Meeting of Southern Illinois endorses the above
recommendation.

M. J. McClure, Clerk; Daniel Vaniman, Moderator.

Adopted by Annual Meeting.

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee
to Annual Meeting Held at North Manchester, Ind., May

I 22 to 25, 1888.

To the General Conference of the Brethren (or German Bap-
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tist) Church, assembled at North Manchester, Indiana, Greeting:—

The General Church Erection and Missionary Committee sub-

mit the following report of its work for the current year, ending

April 3, 1888:

The year which has just closed has been remarkable on ac-

count of the stringency of monetary affairs, and yet the Commit-

tee is glad to report, the receipts of money for building meeting-

houses and for the missionary work of the church show an in-

crease over any former year since the adoption of the present plan.

With such means as the Church has placed in its hands, the Com-

mittee has labored to the best of its ability to assist weak churches,

and for the spread of the Gospel. With God's blessing, some work

has been done, a brief report of which is herewith respectfully

submitted.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The work in Denmark and Sweden has been carried forward

with zeal by the brethren who have it in charge. A number have

been added to the Church by baptism. New stations for preaching

the Word have been established, and altogether the outlook is en-

couraging. The money for a meeting-house, the first built by the

Brethren in Sweden, has been appropriated. Last year a room

for meeting purposes was secured at a small cost at Keplinge. The

new meeting-house will be built at Linhavn, Sweden. Bro. Qlsson

reports that he has held during the year 300 meetings. Twenty-

three were received by baptism, and remain true to the faith.

His field of labor is large, and embraces Copenhagen, Malmo,

Trelleborg, Eslof, Linhavn, Sallrup, Comma, Flaidie, Keplinge, and

Skurup. Lie is alone in the work and needs assistance. Bro.

Hansen held 228 meetings in Thyland and surrounding country,

and has opened up a new field in Mors Island. During the year

five were baptized in Denmark.

HOME MISSION WORK.
The Texas Mission.

Brethren Henry Brubaker and A. W. Vaniman have charge of

the Texas mission field, laboring in different localities. During

the year twenty-three have been added to the Church by baptism,

one church organized, and two ministers and two deacons elected.

The work is in a prosperous condition, and we are impressed with

the fact that the only way to make a success of mission work

is to put faithful brethren in the field, and keep them there until

success crowns their efforts.
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Dakota.

Bro. B. F. Miller is in charge of some mission work in this

Territory, and reports favorable openings for preaching the Gos-

pel.

Southern District of Missouri.

This District received aid to the extent of $250.00 for mission

work, and was also assisted in building meeting-houses at La
Forge, Mo., and at Stuttgart, Ark. The report from the Secre-

tary of their Mission Committee shows that during the year 76

were baptized, and four churches were organized.

Washington Territory.

Bro. Daniel E. Brubaker, of Iowa, spent some time under the

auspices of the Committee in this Territory. Three were baptized,

and a good interest was manifested in the work.

Tennessee.

One hundred dollars was expended in Tennessee, and the

brethren from that held report that they held 45 meetings in Ten-

nessee and 32 in North Carolina. Seven were received by baptism

and six reclaimed.

Northern District of Missouri.

In this District one hundred dollars was used, and as a re-

sult the District Committee reports that 111 meetings were held,

seven baptized, with three applicants for baptism at an early day.

Florida.

Bro. J. H. Moore, of Way Cross, Georgia, has charge of the

mission wrork in Florida, the General Committee assisting him by

paying his traveling expenses.

Assistance to State Districts.

Southern District of Illinois $100 00

Northern District of Missouri 100 00

District of Tennessee, .
100 00

Southern Kansas 300 00

North-eastern Kansas, 30 00

District of Oregon, • 10 00

Southern District of Missouri 250 00

Meeting-houses.

La Forge, Mo., $200 00

Lipscomb, Texas, i 300 00
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Tennessee , . .
$150 00

Stuttgart, Ark., 300 00

Plympton, Kans., 125 00

Malmo, Sweden, 810 00

Summary.

Meeting-houses provided for, 6

State Districts assisted, 7

Churches organized, 5

Received by baptism, ....154

REPORTS OF STATE DISTRICTS.

Northern Illinois.—Received for mission work, $544.45; ex-

pended $371.13; seventeen received by baptism.

Southern Missouri.—Received for mission work, $600.00; ex-

pended, $481.22; seventy-six baptized; fourteen reclaimed; four

churches organized.

Southern Ohio.—Receipts, $200.19; expenditures, $134.60; nine-

teen baptized; two applicants.

Northern Missouri.—Receipts, $241.90; expenditures, $125.15;

seven baptized; three applicants.

Southern District of Indiana.—Receipts, $253.28; expenditures,

$212.76; twenty-nine baptized; three reclaimed.

Nebraska.—Receipts, $348.77; expenditures, $92.65.

Southern Kansas.—Receipts, $242.98; expenditures, $39.11;

forty-six baptized.

First District of Virginia.—Receipts, $357.65; expenditures,

$293.65. In addition to the above, a deacon in the District built a

meeting-house at a cost to himself of $700.00.

Southern Illinois.-—Receipts, $245.13; expenditures, $108.38.

North-Eastern Kansas.—Receipts, $106.00; expenditures, $60.50;

received by baptism during the year, eighty-nine.

Middle District of Indiana.—Receipts, $232.40; expenditures,

$165.98.

Northern District of Indiana.—Receipts, $301.93; expenditures,

$157.12.

District of Tennessee.—Receipts, $157.61; expenditures, $165.07.

Middle Iowa.—Received and expended, $25.95; baptized five.

Michigan.—Receipts, $78.85; expenditures, $30.59.

Eastern Pennsylvania.—Received, $244.55; expended, $147.30.

Summary.

Amount received by State Districts, $48 81 64

Amount expended, ,,,* 3311 16

*
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MONEY RECEIVED AND EXPENDED.
General Mission Fund $4174 14

Foreign Mission Fund 10 27

Balance on hand, April 5, 1887, 976 9 6

Contra.

Home Missions $1634 42

Foreign Missions. ,,'... 705 5 2

Building meeting-houses, , „ 1885

Lot in Malmo, Sweden, 231 40

Traveling expenses of Committee, ,. ... 40 19

Postage and exchange, 14 96

Balance on hand . . 649 88

$5161 37

$5161 37

ENDOWMENT FUND.
Notes due 1900, interest at 5 per cent,

Notes due at death of donor, interest at 5 per cent,

Bequests to be paid at death of donors, . ,

Cash

$18850 00

10370 00

50i Q nOS i

The following list shows the amount contributed by each

State and Territory:

Illinois .$1003 33

Ohio, 551 06

Pennsylvania, 456 73

Indiana, 412 39

Iowa, 246 75

Maryland, 183 43

Kansas, 12 6 68

75 49

65 75

63 23

. 56 40

47 00

Missouri,
Virginia,

Nebraska,
West Virginia,

California,

Washington, Ty.,

Minnesota, ..........

Oregon,
Tennessee,
Texas,
Florida,

Dakota,
Colorado,
Michigan,
New Jersey,

Arkansas,
District of Columbia,

$ 37 80

31 25

16

14

12

8

5

5

3

1

1

1

00

50

55

14

85

20

00

20

00

00

Bequest.

Estate of Clara E. Horn, deceased, Roseville, Ohio

MONEY RECEIVED AND EXPENDED.

$500 00

The receipts for the Mission and Church Erection Work for

the current year show7 a total increase of $307.12 over last year,

and of $1109.57 over the preceding year. It is gratifying to note

an increase of interest in the good work, and it is to be hoped that

the interest will continue to grow until every individual mem-
ber in our beloved Fraternity will have a lot in this great work

of spreading the Gospel.
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The present missionary plan was adopted by Annual Meeting

at Dayton, G., in 1884, and in the four years that have passed since

then, nearly $15,000.00 has been received and expended in Mission

and Church Erection Work by the Committee. The following is

a summary of the work accomplished:

Churches organized, 16

Meeting-houses provided for, 17

Number received by baptism, 362

From this it will be seen that God has abundantly blessed the

work, and we are encouraged to hope for greater results in the

future.

At the last Annual Meeting, held at Ottawa, Ivans., the General

Committee was authorized to formulate a plan by which an en-

dowment fund for Mission and Church Erection Work might be

secured and invested. The first donation to this fund was made

July 5, 1887, and the total amount received to this date is $29,707.50,

But little effort has been made to secure donations to this fund,

Only one State District has been canvassed fully, Southern Illinois,

and the sum of $10,175 is placed to the credit of the Fund by that

District. What has been done in Illinois, with only a few thous-

and members, ought to be many times doubled in other States,

where our membership is much more numerous.

The usual comparison shows that Illinois stands at the head

of the list, with a little over $1,000.00.

Ohio stands next, with $551.06, and a bequest of $500,00 from

a sister whose last wish was to give something for the spread of

the Gospel. This bequest, made by sister Clara E. Horn, of Rose-

Vllle, Ohio, has since been increased by the receipt of $500.00 more.

Pennsylvania and Indiana stand nearly equal, with something

over $400.00 to their credit.

It is believed by the Committee that an effort should be made

to secure more means from those States that are not at present do-

ing as much as the importance of the work demands. The indica-

tions are that the work will steadily increase, and, looking back

for a period of ten years and noting the progress made by the

Church in the great work of spreading the Gospel, we take courage

and thank 'the Lord for what has been done; and, looking to him

for guidance, we are hopeful of the future.

D. L. Miller, Daniel Vaniman,

Secretary and Treasurer. Foreman.

We, the Committee appointed by this Annual Meeting to ex-

amine and audit the books of D. L. Miller, Treasurer of the Gen-
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eral Church Erection and Missionary Committee, report that, hav-

ing examined said books up to and including April 3, 1888, find

them to be correct.

J. F. Oiler,

E. A. Miller,

Geo. W. Cripe.

THE REPORT OF THE BRETHREN'S BOOK AND
TRACT WORK FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY

1, 1888.

Balance on hand from last year, $ 403 76

Donations, Tabernacle, Ottawa, 63 94

Donations from churches, 543 28

Donations from individuals, 61 95
Cash Memberships, ? 380 00
Interest on Endowments,. 2 64 00
From sale of Tracts, 205 40

From sale of Golden Gleams, 223 95

From sale of Books, 295 15

From outstanding accounts last year 20 45

Total cash from all sources, $ 2461 88

Outstanding accounts, 200 19

Endowments last year, 32 00 00
Endowments this year, . ., 12525 00

Grand total,, .. .$18387 07

Expense Account.

Railroad fare, board-bill, room-rent, at Ottawa, ... .$141 68

Committee on Publishing Interests, 90 75

Printing bills and books, ,
113 8 6

Postage, freight, and sundries, . 85 24

On interest,
,,

100 00

$ 1555 73

Balance, $ 16831 34

Less amount outstanding, .....$ 200 19

To Secretary, 100 00

Endowments, interest-bearing 8165 00

Endowments, non-interest-bearing, 82 00 00

$16665 19

Cash balance on hand, $ 166 15

Summary.
eCash balance on hand , $ 166 lo

Outstanding accounts, 2 00 19

Endowment Fund, 16365 00

Golden Gleams, 220 00
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Books, '

52,600 Tracts, variety,

3,600 Pamphlets, variety

Stationery and fixtures

78 65

90 50

13 50

10 00

Present worth,

.

$17260 99

Worth last year, 4162 02

Increase, $lo098 J i

Number of Publications.

On hand from last year, all kinds,

Tracts and Pamphlets published,

.

Golden Gleams,
Books,

44335
115000

1000

1416

Total, !
161751

Number of Publications Soid and Distributed.

Books and Gleams,
Tracts

1002

99550

Total, 100552

S. Bock, Secretary.

We, your Committee appointed to audit the report of the

Book and Tract Work, have examined said report, and do hereby

certify it to be correct.

J. D. Parker,

J. C. Lahman,

S. H. Miller.

S. Hoover and S. D. Royer were re-elected on the Book and

Tract Work.

S. F. Sanger, Virginia, appointed on Examining Committee in

place of B. F. Moomaw.
R. H. Miller was re-elected on the Advisory Committee.

Charles Hawbecker, Illinois, was appointed on the General

Church Erection and Missionary Board.

S. S. Mohler, John Zuck, D. B. Eby, D. E. Price, M. S. New-

comer, were appointed on the Committee to Astoria and Wood-

land churches.

The Standing Committee re-appointed the committee sent by

last Annual Meeting to George's Creek church, to carry into effect

their decisions, and set in order such other tilings as may at this

time be wanting. R. H. Miller, David Long, E. W. Stoner, J. F.

Oiler, and B. F. Moomaw are the committee.

The Second District of Virginia renews the request for An-

nual Meeting for 1889.
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Answer; Accepted.

The Southern District of Illinois made a call for Annual Meet-
ing of 1889, or as soon thereafter as may be expedient.

A request came from the Brethren of the Middle District ol

Missouri for the Annual Meeting of 1890.

A request came from North-eastern Kansas for the Annual
Meeting for 1890, or as soon thereafter as possible.

Resolved that this Meeting requests Geo. L. McDonaugh to

act as our agent to secure railroad rates for Annual Meeting.
Mr. McDonaugh accepted the position.

We, the members of the many churches representing our be-

loved Brotherhood, do with pleasure express our thanks:

1st. To God, our Heavenly Father, for the privilege of an-

other Annual Meeting.

2nd. To our Moderator, Reading and Writing Clerks, and
Reporter, for their untiring efforts to serve us.

3rd. To the brethren, sisters, and citizens of North Manches-
ter and vicinity, for their kindness and hospitality in entertaining

us as they have.

4th. To the railroad companies and their agents for their good
accommodations and kindness shown to those attending the Meet-
ing,

5th. To the Committee of Arrangements for the supply of all

our wants.

6th. To the Watchmen for the good order preserved during

the Meeting.

STANDING COMMITTEE OF 1888.

Isaac Studebaker, J. G. Royer, C. L. Pfoutz,

Lemuel Hillery,

George Myers,

G co rge S t ambangh

,

C. C. Root,

Fred Culp,

J. S. Gable,

A. M. Dickey,

Marcus Fowler,

Thos. D. Lyon,

David Eby,
Benj. Fryfogle,

Peter Long,

Daniel Snell,

Wm Harshbarger,

Landon West,

L. H. Dicky;

D. N. Workman,
J. Holsinger,

C. Bucher,

N. Martin,

W. Franklin,

Jonas Graybill,

Jacob Thomas,

J. W. Eller,

D. B. Arnold,

Geo. C. Bowman,
C. Hope,

Enoch Eby,

Moderator.

J. G. Royer,

Writing Clerk.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1889.

Harrisonburgh, Va.

On Friday, June 7, the delegates of the Standing Committee

met, and after devotional exercises, the following organization was

effected: S. S. Mohler, Moderator; J. G. Royer, Writing Clerk;

John Wise, Reading Clerk; Enoch Eby, Door-keeper.

On Tuesday morning, June 11, the General Council was opened

by the usual devotional exercises.

On motion, the rules governing the deliberations of former

Annual Meetings were adopted.

The following resolution referring to representation by proxy

was adopted:

Resolved, that delegates for Standing Committees who do not

reside in the State District choosing them as delegates, can be ad-

mitted only when chosen by District Meetings in foreign countries.

QUERIES.

1. Will District Meeting say whether it is right for sisters to

wear riding habits? Sent to Annual Meeting with the following

answer: We would advise them to avoid superfluities, and to keep

within the rules of the church in plainness and non-conformity to

the world.

Answer: Passed.

2. Should the carrying of gold watches be made cause for ex-

pulsion of members from the church" We consider that 1 Tim.

2: 9; 1 Pet. 3: 3, and Art. 7 of Annual Meeting of 1864 is sufficiently

clear against the carrying of gold watches to enforce discipline on

the subject.

3. Will District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to advise

the elders of churches to see that at least one pastoral visit b@

made to each member of their congregation during the year?"' The

District Meeting does so petition Annual Meeting.

Answer: Passed.

4. Since members are not to attend fairs, political meetings,

etc., (p. 293 Classified Minutes), and since some brethren have

wood-choppings and quiltings on the same day, and these gather-

ings lead to a party in the evening, at which various plays are en-



1889] the Church of the Brethren 497

gaged in, will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to give us
a decision? District Meeting decides that it is wrong for members
to allow or take part in such plays. 1 Cor. 10: 7.

Answer: Passed.

5. Reconsideration of Prohibition query was taken up, and the
following unanimously passed: Whereas, in the consideration of
query No. 2 from Western Maryland, there unfortunately obtained
a misunderstanding among our brethren, producing very unsatis-
factory results by creating a wrong impression as to our position
on the subject of Temperance, therefore, Resolved, that this Annual
Meeting recommend that all our brethren carefully maintain our
position against the use, or toleration of intoxicants, whether to
manufacture, to sell, or use as a beverage, and to the extent of
our influence contribute our part to secure practical prohibition;
but that we be advised against taking part in the public agitation
of the subject.

6.^ Will Annual Meeting limit the term of office of the Tract
Examining Committee to five years, and so arrange that the term
of office of one member of the Committee expires each year?

Answer: We grant the above request, and decide to have the

IS °J
offi^ to expire as below: Landon West, 1890; Jacob Rife,

1891; S. F. banger, 1892; S. S. Mohler, 1893; E. Eby, 1894.

7. The spiritual wants of the Brethren in Canada have been
supplied by Southern Ohio for several years, but on account of the
increased expense incurred by the long distance to be traveled, the
District Meeting of Southern Ohio petitions Annual Meeting to
regard the members in Canada as a foreign mission, and place them
under the care of the General Mission Board.

Answer: Annual Meeting grants the above request.

8. Is it according to the Gospel for a local church to be repre-
sented at Annual Meeting by a sister as delegate?

Answer: We cannot say that it is according to the Gospel to
do so.

9. The Lick Creek congregation asks Annual Meeting through
District Meeting for the authority for ministers who are not or-
dained elders to anoint the sick.

Answer: Annual Meeting refers to Art. 54, 1862, as authority
on the subject of the query.

10. Berkley church, Western Maryland, petitions Annual Meet-
ing through District Meeting that no delegate to Annual Meeting

3*
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or member of the Standing Committee be accepted as such un-

less he abstain from the habit of using tobacco.

Answer: District Meeting grants the requests and Annual
Meeting passes the same.

11. Has a local church a right to make a decision, requiring

members to present all direct charges in writing signed by the

person making the charge?

Answer: Local churches may require charges to be given in

writing with the signature of the author. See Art. 12, p. 72 Classi-

fied Minutes.

12. L, and S. are two congregations, each with one house

of worship situated in the towns L. and S., from which these con-

gregations derive their names. These towns are eight miles apart.

The territorial line, at present, is within two miles of L. Some
of the members of the S. congregation live less than three miles

from the place of meeting in the L. congregation, whereas they are

six miles from the place of meeting in their own, the S. congrega-

tion. These members have asked the S. congregation to change

the line so as to allow them to hold their membership in the con-

gregation whose place of meeting is three miles nearer to them.

The S. congregation has refused to do this on the grounds that if

all the members who live nearer places of meeting in surrounding

congregations should demand the same privilege, the number in

the S. congregation would be so reduced as perhaps to destroy their

organization, (the membership being small as lines now stand. Has

the S. congregation the right, under existing circumstances, to retain

members who live nearer places of worship in surrounding congre-

gations, and who want their membership in other congregations be-

cause the services there are more convenient for them to attend?

The Lanark church requests this District Meeting to ask Annual

Meeting to answer.

Answer: The " S." congregation has a right to hold her mem-
bers.

13. The Union Center church, Northern Indiana, asks Annual

Meeting through District Meeting to have the General Church

Erection and Missionary and the Book and Tract Work controlled

by one Committee; and the soliciting done by the same solicitor.

Answer: Annual Meeting deems it best to postpone the ques-

tion of merging the above Committees into one until the question

of transferring the Publishing Interests to the General Brother-

hood is determined. In the meantime we think it proper to have

one set of solicitors if the churches prefer."
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14. Eastern District of Pennsylvania asks Annual Meeting to

publish the Minutes in common (New Testament) German.

Answer: Annual Meeting grants the request and directs the
Minutes to be published as requested.

15. Southern District of Iowa petitions Annual Meeting to

reconsider Art. 19 of 1874, and adopt the decision given in Art. 4

of 1873. "Will not this District Meeting petition Annual Meet-
ing of 1874, to reconsider Article 4 of the Minutes of the Annual
Meeting of 1873? •

'Answer: Yes, and have the answer to read as follows: 'And
he shall be tried in the church where his membership is, except
where a member commits an offense in his church and changes his
membership before it is settled, he shall then go back to the church
he left and be tried there.' Confirmed by the Annual Meeting
upon a reconsideration^ of the query/' Art. 4 of 1873 reads:
Whereas there is a difference of practice among brethren in pro-

ceeding with members who trespass in congregations in which they
have not their membership, some trying the case in the congrega-
tion where the trespass was committed, while others would try it

in the congregation where they live, will not this Meeting say where
the offense shall be tried, thereby establishing a uniform practice
in the Brotherhood?

'Answer: The offender should be tried in the congregation
in which the offense was committed."

Answer: Decided not to reconsider, and hence no change.

16 The consideration of the query on Missionary System, from
Middle Missouri, was deferred one year.

17. Is it right, according to the Gospel, for members of the

church to join the Brotherhood of Carpenters, Farmers' Alliances,

or other similar organizations?

Answer: No, See 2 Cor. 6: 14-18; 2 Tim. 2: 4.

18. District Meeting of Southern Kansas requests Animal
Meeting to urge the individual churches in the Brotherhood by
their bishops, to use their influence to circulate the Briiderbote.

Answer. Annual Meeting passed the 'above.

19. North Morrill church petitions Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to adopt the majority instead of the plurality

vote in electing church officers.

Answer: Decided to make no change.

20. Northern Towa asks Annual Meeting through District

Meeting to reconsider Art. 14, 1881. If it is wrong to elect and
install officers who use tobacco, is it not wrong for elders who use

tobacco to officiate in such installations?
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Answer: Art. 14, 1881 is so reconsidered as to prohibit an

elder from installing officers while he uses tobacco.

21. The Brethren of Bethel church, Northern Missouri, peti-

tion Annual Meeting through District Meeting to have the named

answers printed, when it answers queries by referring to former

decisions.

Answer: The above request is granted.

22. Is it right for members of the church, while attending meet-

ings of other denominations, to rise when the request is made for all

who are Christians to rise to their feet?

Answer: Not right. See 2 John 10 and 11. Answer: Passed.

Denmark Queries.

1. Can you send us a Swedish or Danish brother in the min-

istry to assist us in this great mission field?

Answer: We submit this question to the General Church Erec-

tion and Missionary Committee.

2. (a) Is it right for members to work in tobacco factories,

or to manufacture tobacco for use or for the trade?

Answer: We advise that members should as much as pos-

sible refrain from laboring in the tobacco business -as employees
in any way, according to Matt. 5: 16; 1 Thess. 5: 22.

(b) Is it right for members to engage in tobacco traffic, either

wholly or in connection with other merchandise?

Answer: We advise that members should not do so according

to Art. 11 of Minutes of Annual Meeting of 1886.

(c) Is it right for members to smoke, chew, or snuff tobacco

or use it in any form as a habit or for pleasure?

Answer: It is wrong to use tobacco in any form with the

single exception for medicinal or mechanical purposes, according

to James 1: 21; 2 Cor. 7: 1, and therefore we strongly urge all our

members to quit its use.

3. Shall we receive into the church those who have been bap-

tized by trine immersion just as our brethren baptize? Bro. Hope

baptized some who did not unite with the church [the church not

being fully organized,—Clerk] and those have baptized others,

and now one of those so baptized asks to be taken into the church

having full faith in his baptism. Can he be received without re-

baptism?

Answer: We decide that none should be admitted into the
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church who have been baptized as stated in the above query, un-
less they are baptized again by a legally authorized administrator
of the German Baptist Brethren. See 1 Cor. 12: 13; also Minutes
of Annual Meeting, Art. 3, 1883.

REPORTS.
Report of Committee on Church Property.

Your Committee appointed at Ottawa, Kansas, in 1887, and re-

appointed at North Manchester Indiana, in 1888, for the purpose of

reporting to this Meeting what course of legal procedure is neces-
sary to secure a good title for property for the use of the Brother-
hood, both at home and in fireign countries, submit the following
Resolutions of Incorporation:

1. That the General Conference of the German Baptist or

Brethren Church at its Annual Meeting, now in session, proceed
to the election of five trustees, to be incorporated under sections

1998 and 1999 of the Revised Statutes of the State of Wisconsin,
and the following named persons,—L. W. Teeter, Hagerstown, Ind.;

S. R. Zug, Mastersonville, Pa.; H. C. Early, Meyerhoeffers Store,

Va.; Henry Frantz, New Carlisle, Ohio; H. C. Baker, Rock Falls,

Wis.,—are accordingly elected such trustees for the first year,

and iintil .heir successors shall be elected.

2. The corporate name by which said trustees and their suc-

cessors are to be known is " Trustees of the General Conference
of the German Baptist or Brethren Church."

3. Said trustees and their successors shall hold their offices

for one year, and until their successors are elected.

4. The successors to said trustees shall be elected by the Gen-
eral Conference of said German Baptist or Brethren Church at

their Annual Meetings, but any vacancy in the office of such trus-

tees, existing at any time when the Annual Meeting of the said

General Conference is not in session, may be filled by the ap-

pointment of the Standing Committee of said General Conference.
5. The purpose for which is desired to incorporate said trus-

tees is that they may, in and by their said corporate name, take,

receive and hold the title to church property, both real and per-

sonal, for the said General Conference of the German Baptist or

Brethren Church, wherever such property may be situated, whether
in the State of Wisconsin or elsewhere in the United States or in

foreign countries, to be used or designated to be used for mis-

sionary or other proper purposes of said church, and not specially

used for the purpose of any local church or religious society; and
to use, manage, convey, or otherwise dispose of the same to the
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extent and under such restrictions and limitations as may be pre-

scribed by the General Conference of said German Baptist or

Brethren Church.

6. That a certificate of the several matters herein before re-

cited be made and signed by the Moderator or Presiding Officer

and countersigned by the Writing Clerk or Secretary of this Gen-

eral Conference and filed in the office of the Secretary of State of

the State of Wisconsin, to the end that said trustees may be and

become incorporated as authorized by said statute.

The Resolutions were adopted as a whole.

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee

to the Annual Meeting Held at Harrisonburgh, Virginia,

June 11 to 13, 1889.

To the General Conference of the German Baptist Brethren Church,

assembled at Harrisonburgh, Va., Greeting:—

Your Committee respectfully submit the following report of

the work, which, under God's blessing and the help of the church,

they have been enabled to carry forward during the year which

closed April 2, 1889.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

In Denmark and Sweden the Brethren have been laboring with

their usual zeal in preaching the Word. Twenty were added to the

church by baptism. The new meeting-house in Sweden has been

completed, and is now used for worship. Bro. Olsson reports that

he held, during the year, 319 meetings, and the local minister in

Sweden held 70 meetings. Bro. Hansen who has charge of the

church in Thyland, held 340 meetings, while the brethren in North

Denmark, S. C. Nielsen, P. C. Poulscn and C. Christensen, held

92 meetings. During the year, 8 were baptized in Denmark. Bro.

Olsson reports that during the year some have emigrated to

America, several have been expelled for sin, whilst some having

finished their work have died in the triumphs of faith. On the

whole the outlook in Sweden and Denmark is fairly encouraging.

HOME MISSION WORK.
The Texas Mission.

The work in Texas has been carried forward by the brethren

who have been located there, and the outlook is encouraging.

Three years ago there was not a minister in the State; there are



1889] the Church of the Brethren 503

now six, and four organized churches, not including those in the

Pan Handle.

During the year, ten were baptized and one church organized.

Pan Handle of Texas.

Under a call from the Southern District of Kansas, money
was appropriated to assist in building a meeting-house at Lips-

comb, Lipscomb County, Texas. The house was completed dur-

ing the year under the direction of Lid. Washington Wyland,
who now has charge of the mission work at that place, hie reports

no accessions, but says the interest both at Lipscomb and Timnhs
City, where he has an appointment, is good. A number of re-

quests having come before the committee to build meeting-houses

in various parts of the Pan Handle, a committee was appointed to

visit several localities and report. The committee, after visiting

and examining the places calling for help, without expense to the

General Committee, made the following report:

To the Church Erection and Missionary Committtee:

—

The undersigned, your committee appointed to examine the

propositions made to Bro. S. Z. Sharp by the citizens of Ochiltree,

Texas, to aid in the building of a church to be owned and controlled

by the German Baptist Brethren, and also the proposition made by
the citizens and Town Company of Larwell, in Hansford County,

Texas, to brethren S. Z. Sharp and T, J. Nair, to aid in building

a church to be owned and controlled by the German Baptist Breth-

ren, would respectfully report that we think it not best to accept

the proposition from Ochiltree, Texas, at the present, but if they

leave the proposition open, it may be considered m the future.

And further, we do accept the proposition made by the citizens ami
town Company of Larwell, Texas, to brethren Sharp and Nair,

and renewed to us in writing and verbally, and recommend an

appropriation from your committee of two hundred or more
dollars to build a plain house of worship, about 30x40 feet in size,

to be owned and controlled by the German Baptist Brethren, upon
the lots selected. All of which is respectfully submitted.

Dated at Lipscomb, Texas, July 3, 1888.

Enoch Lby,

John Wise,

Wash. Wyland,
Committee.

In compliance with the recommendation of the committee,

an appropriation of $250 was made, the Town Company and
citizens agreeing to pay about $750 for the purpose of building a
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meeting-house. Eld, John Wise, general missionary for Southern

Kansas, took charge of the mission work at Farwell, and in his

closing report says: " I think the result was all that we could

reasonably expect. There were no additions to the church, but

we have the entire confidence of the people." The meeting-

house is inclosed, but owing to a failure to get lumber and means

at the proper time, has not been fully completed.

California.

The General Missionary Committee placed in the hands of

Eld. Jacob Witmorc, of Centre View, Mo., a call for help in Cali-

fornia. Bro. Witmore labored during the winter and spring in

that field, and the Lord blessed his labors abundantly. He held a

number of meetings in California and Colorado. Thirty-five were

added to the church by baptism, and one church organized.

The following States needed assistance from the General

Committee

:

North-western Kansas and Colorado, $ 150 00

The District of Tennessee, 100 00

Western Iowa and Minnesota, .
50 00

Northern Missouri 100 00

Northern Indiana, for Canada Mission . 64 00

Summary.

Assistance to State Districts.

North-western Kansas and Colorado $ 150 00

Tennessee, 100 00

Western Iowa and Minnesota, 50 00

Northern Missouri 100 00

Northern Indiana (Canada Mission), 64 00

Meeting-houses.—Donations.

Buckhannon, W. Va., $ 10000
Rock Grove, Iowa, 100 00

Lipscomb, Texas, 258 97

Cabool, Mo., 100 00

Mount View, Mo . . 40 00

Far-well, Texas, 250 00

Valley, Tenn., 60 00

Mansfield, Mo., 150 00

Walnut Valley, Kans., 200 00

Loans to Meeting-houses.

Sidney, Nebr .$ 300 00

Rock Grove, Iowa, 300 00

Chapman Creek, Kans,, 254 6 7



1889] the Church of the Brethren 505

Mount View, Mo., t 100 00
Walnut Valley, Kans., .'..,.. 300 00

General Summary.

State Districts assisted,
, 6

Meeting- houses provided for, 9

Loans to meeting-houses, 5

Churches organized, 2

Received by baptism, 158

REPORTS OF STATE DISTRICTS.

Southern Iowa.—Received for mission work, $19.92; expended,
$27.38; 65 sermons preached and 3 baptized.

Northern Iowa.—Receipts, $56.00; expended, $30.81, received

into church fellowship by baptism, 13.

Northern Missouri.—$180.00 expended in mission work; 179

meetings held; 7 new points opened up for preaching; 1 meeting-
house provided for, and 8 received by baptism.

Northern Illinois.—Received, $488.52; expended, $414.24; bap-
tized, 32; reclaimed, 3; churches organized, 2.

Southern Illinois.—Expended in mission and church erec-

tion, $472; 58 meetings held; 18 baptized and 1 meeting-house built.

Nebraska.—Received for missions work, $166.07; expended,

$85.09.

North-eastern Kansas.—Receipts, including Hope Fund, $192.-

05; expended, $128.20.

Middle Missouri. Receipts, $421.50; expenditures, $398.35; bap-
tized, 85.

Northern Indiana. Received, $214.24; expended, $278.33.

Southern Indiana.—Received, $245.28; expended, $188.68; bap-
tized, 13; reclaimed, 4.

Eastern Pennsylvania.—Received, $337.61; expended, $126.22.

Money Received and Expended..

General Mission Fund, $ 5587 28
Balance on hand April 3, 1888, 649 88

$6237 16

Expenditures.

Home Missions, . $ 1352 60

Foreign Missions, 1055 54
Building Meeting-houses—Donated, 1258 97
Building Meeting-houses—Loans, 1254 67
Traveling Expenses of Committee, 57 17
Endowment Fund Expense, 255 79
Printing and Missionary Messengers, 154 75
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Recording' Corporation Papers, $ 3 00

Balance on hand, 844 67

-$6237 lb

Endowment Fund.

Interest-bearing Notes $27,780 00

Bequest Notes 10,050 00

Not Recorded.

Cash - $ 1,497 50
$39,327 50

Not Recorded, $ 1,000 00

$40,32 7 50

The following list shows the amount given by States and

Territories:

1. Illinois $1,363 63 12. Texas, $ 3 6 55

2. Ohio 767 20 13. West Virginia 29 30

3. Pennsylvania 619 62 14. Washington Ty 19 00

4. Indiana 606 46 15. Minnesota, 12 50

5. Iowa, 225 49 16. Tennessee, 11 90

6. Maryland, 134 86 17. Oregon 6 40

7. Missouri 134 65 18. Indian Territory, 4 20

8. California 128 93 19. Idaho, 1 50

9. Virginia, 11129 20. Dakota, 140
10. Kansas, 101 39 Clara E. Horn's Estate 700 00

11. Nebraska, 97 39 LTnclassified, 494 51

The year covered by this annual report has been one of

marked improvement in the interest taken by our people generally

in the mission work. This is shown by the large increase in the

amount reeceived for the work. The receipts show a total increase

of $1,403.79 over the preceding year, or a little over 28 per cent.

This is certainly gratifying, and it is hoped that the interest will

continue until the entire Brotherhood will stand as one man in the

great work of spreading the Gospel.

Five years have passed away since the present missionary plan

was adopted, and during this time over $20,000.00 has been received

and expended in the mission and church erection work by the Com-

mittee. The following" is a summary of the work accomplished:

Churches organized, 19

Meeting-houses provided for, 36

Number received by baptism 5 20

The work thus accomplished, under God's blessing, is most

encouraging, and when we consider its far-reaching consequences,

we should be encouraged to make greater efforts in the future than

have been made in the past.
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The work of canvassing for the Endowment Fund has not been

carried forward as vigorously as the Committee desired it to be.

The failure arises from the lack of brethren who are willing to

take up the work. The fact that nearly $32,000.00 has been secured

in the two Districts of Illinois, shows what might be done if the

entire church were solicited.

By a comparison of States it is shown that Illinois stands first

OH the list as to the amount of donations, with nearly $1,400 or one-

fourth of the entire amount of donations, and about two-thirds of

the Endowment Fund. Ohio stands next on the list with $767.20,

and Pennsylvania and Indiana are nearly equal with a little over

$600.00 each. These three States have each increased their dona-

tions by about $200. California, with but a handful of members,

gives more than Virginia, and stands nearly equal with Maryland

and Missouri. Kansas, notwithstanding crop failures, gives nearly

as much as either of the States of Maryland, Missouri, California

and Virginia.

The Committee urge upon the consideration of the churches

in those States that are not yet taking an active part in this work

the necessity of doing so at once. The calls for help increase; mil-

lions of souls are perishing, and will avc not come up to the help of

the Lord and take part in the great work of spreading the Gospel

?

The future looks hopeful. The Lord is blessing this work, and

every one of his children should have a part and a lot in the

blessing that will surely follow giving to the Lord.

D. L, Miller, D. Vaniman,

Secretary. Foreman.

We, the Committee, to whom was referred the report of the

Missionary Board, report that we have examined the same, and

find the same correct in every particular. Signed by the Com-

mittee.

J. S. Kuns.

J. F. Oiler,

I. D. Parker,

The Church Erection and Missionary Committee respectfully

submit to the Standing Committee the following plan for secur-

ing active missionary workers:

In order to meet the growing demands for suitable ministers

and teachers, to be located and used as directed by the District

Committees or by the General Church Erection and Missionary
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Committee, the General Committee recommends to Annual Meet-

ing, for approval, the following:

L Let churches, having suitable brethren for the above pur-

pose, from time to time hold elections for the special purpose of

securing the best talent possible for the various localities in the

missionary field of the world.

2. Let such as have been elected either for the home work or

for this special purpose, after being proven efficient workers who

are willing to work under direction of the District or General Com-

mittee, be recommended by the churches in which their membership

is, to the General Committee, specifying age, occupation, degree of

office, number in family, etc.

Put into hands of the following Committee; L. H. Dickey,

D. B. Eby and S. H. Myers.

Annual Report of the Brethren's Book and Tract Work for

the Year Ending May 1, 1889.

Balance on hand from last year, $ 166 15

Donations—Tabernacle, North Manchester, 77 86

From churches, 570 17

From individuals, 152 88

From Maple Grove Sunday-school, 2 82

From Sisters' Mission, Huntingdon 5 00

From sales of tracts, Gleams, Bibles, and books, .......... 86687

From Interest on Endowments • 482 38

From Cash Endowments 100 00

From Paid Endowments, I 25 00

Total cash from all sources $ 2,549 13

Outstanding accounts, 269 ° 9

Endowments last year, 16,365 00

Endowments this year, 7,893 00

Grand total, $ 27,076 22

Expense Account.

Railroad fare and board bills, $ H 2 10

Freight, room rent, N. M. and SUnMes, 52 9

8

Stamps, I* l4
oq E ft

Iron Safe, L6
^
u

Distributing tracts and agents' services,.... 114 72

Printing, 5 *° 17

Books, •
471 38

Secretary, 300 00

Foreman, •
10 ° 00

% 1,75 7 4 9

Balance, ,.,.,, .» ,,,,,,,.,,, ,,,....$ 25,318 < 3

<<
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Less outstanding accounts $ 269 09
Endowments—Interest-bearing, 11,233 00
Endowments—Non-interest bearing, 13,025 00
Placed to Endowment Fund, 200 00

-3 24,72 7 09
Cash balance on hand, 591 54

Summary.
Cash balance on hand,

f 591 64
Outstanding accounts, 269 9

Endowment Fund,
, 24 258 00

Gleams 'l22 50
Books,.... 155 20
Pamphlets, 7,650, 9g
Tracts, 63,400, [[ 105 00
Safe, stationery and fixtures, 4 00

Present worth,
. $ 25,637 43

Worth last year, ly.'sSO 99

Increase, _ i# j S2 8 6 44

Summary of Publications.

Gleams—Number on hand last report 900
Tracts and Pamphlets—Number on hand last report 61,200
Tracts and Pamphlets published, 120,000
Books published,

'

§qq
Bibles and Books purchased, 552
Gospel Messengers (Missionary Number) purchased 5,000

Total
• 188,152

Number of Publications Sold and Distributed.

Messengers,
f>,0QQ

Books and Gleams, •

993
Tracts and Pamphlets, .115,150

Total, .121,148

Samuel Bock, Secretary.

Daytoil, Ohio.

Your Committee, to whom was referred the report of the
Book and Tract Work for the year ending May 1, 1889, would re-

port that they have audited the same and find that it is correct.
Signed by the Committee.

D. S. Filburn,

H. C. Early,

W. C. Teeter. •

General Expenses.

May 27, 1889, Attorney's fees in preparing papers of incorporation
of church, $100 00
Traveling expenses (J. C. Lahman) 5 00
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Expense of Committees.

John Wise, $5 00

S. S. Mohler • 5 00

E. Eby, ..- 5 00

Above amount was accepted.

The following was unanimously passed by Annual Meeting:

u Since it is very apparent that a General Treasury is needed, there-

fore Standing Committee recommend to Annual Meeting that a

General Treasury be established, which shall be known as Annual

Meeting Treasury, for the purpose of defraying all expenses not

otherwise provided for. Funds for said Treasury shall be secured

by assessments made on the treasurers of the several State Dis-

tricts as may be required from year to year." Bro. S. H. Myers,

of Timberville, Va., was appointed Treasurer for five years.

COMMITTEES.

Joseph Amick, D. L. Miller and J. G. Royer were appointed a

Committee to apportion the general expenses.

Report of Committee to Astoria and Woodland churches was

read and approved, and the Committee continued.

Committee to George's Creek church, Pa., reported that they

failed to visit the church. Standing Committee appointed David

Long, Maryland; D. B. Arnold. West Virginia; and E. W. Sterner,

Maryland, to visit George's Creek, Elk Lick and Markleysburg

churches.

W. R. Deeter, Indiana; Samuel Loose, Ohio; and Peter Long,

were sent to visit Thornapple church, Michigan.

Committee on Divorce Question was re-appointed, with Isaac

Long in place of Bro. Moomaw.
Daniel Hays was re-appointed as member of Advisory Com-

mittee.

Daniel Vaniman and Samuel Riddlesperger were re-appointed

on Missionary Board.

Brethren S. Bock and J. A. Hepner's term of office on Book

and Tract Work having expired, they were re-appointed.

The request to have the Book and Tract Work incorporated

was granted. Also a request to have a room furnished on An-

nual Meeting grounds free of charge.

S. S. Mohler, R. FT. Miller, and Isaac Barto were sent to the

Waterloo City church, Iowa.

S. S. Mohler, Jacob Rife and Ed. Forney were sent to Wash-

ington church, Indiana.

The following brethren were appointed on Railroad Arrange-
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ments for next year: D. L. Miller, General Agent, to be assisted

by the following brethren residing in the several Passenger Associa-

tions: John Wise, Trans-Missouri Association; S. S. Mohler, West-
ern States Association; J. G. Royer, Central Association; E. W.
Stoner, Trunk Line Association; Geo. C. Bowman, Southern As-
sociation.

The paper from the Middle District of Pennsylvania, referring

to the installation of church officers, was put into the hands of the

following brethren to report at next Annual Meeting: Daniel Hays,

Landon West, J. F. Oiler, D. E. Price and J. S. Mohler.

D. L, Miller, S. S. Mohler, and D. E. Price were appointed to

prepare rules governing the deliberations of Annual Meeting.

Applications for Annual Meeting.

Middle District of Missouri, North-Eastern Kansas, Middle

District of Iowa, Northern Indiana.

Next AnnuaJ Meeting will be held with the Brethren of the

Middle District of Missouri.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that this Meeting hereby tender its thanks.

1. To the various committees for their efforts to. secure the

comfort of our members in attendance.

2. To the citizens of 1 Iarrisonburg and vicinity for their hos-

pitality and kindness.

3. To the various denominations of this city for the use of

their churches.

4. To the various Railroad Companies favoring our Breth-

ren with half-fare tickets.

Standing Committee of 1389.

John Brubaker, Jesse Stutsman, Samuel Flory,

J. W. Eller, Noah Longanecker, S. B, Shirkey,

Isaac Long, L. H. Dickey, S. S. Mohler,

S. H. Myers, Lew7 is W. Teeter, W. M. Harvey,

D, B. Arnold, J. W. Wright,
. John Wise,

Geo. Leatherman, Amos B. Peters, J. A. Root,

S. Stoner, E. Bosserman, J. Hollinger,

Daniel F. Stouffer, D. B. Gibson, B. F. Flory,

S. R. Zug\ Daniel Dierdorff, M. M. Bashor,

Jacob Hollinger, J. F. Eikenberry, J. S. Flory,

Valentine B lough, Stephen Johnson, Christian Hope.

J. G. Royer, Writing Clerk; S. S. Mohler, Moderator.
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ADDENDA.
On account of an unusual amount of work, demanding my at-

tention at the time the copy of the Minutes was prepared, omis-

sions occurred. I hereby ask the pardon of the Conference, for

which body I acted in the capacity of Writing Clerk, 1 give the

corrections below as the best amends I can make.

Your humble servant,

J. G. Royer.

Middle District of Missouri.—" For the purpose of simplify-

ing and improving our missionary system, would it not be best to

have one general work and have each State District to be a de-

partment of it with its auxiliary committee, and by this means have

our missionary work all included in one report?

"Answer: Yes." Read the above in connection with Art. 16,

P . 3.

Art. I, under Denmark, p. 4, read, in addition to answer given,

" and recommend that they send a man if they can."

Middle Missouri.—What is to be done with ministers who in

churches cause offenses by their manner of conducting meetings,

of getting applicants for baptism, of instructing or receiving them

into the church, or for causing offenses in other ways? Where is

their offense to be corrected and how?

Answer: The church where the offense was caused shall, with

the aid of one or more faithful adjoining elders, take the testimony

in writing and forward it to the church where such minister lives;

also a copy of the testimony, with a statement of the offense, to a

faithful and adjoining elder to such church, who shall call to his

assistance other elders and go into that church and try him upon
the testimony forwarded, according to the second paragraph of

Art. 4, 1882. If, however, a majority of the church where the

offense was committed refuse to send the testimony against said

minister, and fail to satisfy the minority that no cause of offense

was given, then the testimony of the minority shall be taken and

forwarded as above provided. But should the adjoining elder fail

or refuse to go into that church and try the minister, then said

failure shall be reported to the Standing Committee, which,_ by
consent of Annual Meeting, shall appoint a committee to go into

said church to act as provided by Art. 6, of 1886. Answer approved
by District Meeting. Passed.

Middle Missouri.—In order to guard against irritation among

railroad authorities, would it not be best for the Committee on

Arrangements for each Annual Meeting to arrange with the Rail-

road Companies near to whose lines the meeting is to be held,

or whatever railroad officers or other person shall act as our gen-

eral agent for the ensuing year, to secure rates for the meeting, ar-
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range time when tickets be put on sale, and extend time they are

good, and report as early as practical through the Gospel Mes-
senger. .

Answer: We decide that D. L. Miller act as our General Agent,
and that a brother in each Passenger Association be appointed to
represent us before said Association. The above was passed.

Report of Committee on Divorce.—" Your Committee respect-

fully submit the following: On account of hindrances over which
your Committee had no control, they have not arrived at a con-

clusion. They have, however, found that they are not agreed on the

question, and recommend that this question be deferred another

year and put into the hands of another committee." Read the

above in connection with action of Annual Meeeting, p. 14.

Art. 20, p. 4, limiting clause should read, " while he is in the

habit of using tobacco."

- ANNUAL MEETING OF 1890.

Pertle Springs, Johnson Co., Mo.

On Friday, May 23, the Standing Committee (representing

twenty-two States in the United States and two European States)

met and organized by electing Enoch Eby, of Kansas, Moderator;

John Wise, of Kansas, Reading Clerk; and J. G. Royer, of Illinois,

Writing Clerk.

On Tuesday morning, May 27, the General Council was opened
by the usual devotional exercises.

1. Report of Committee on Rules:

Your Committee, appointed to compile rules for governing
Annual Meeting, respectfully submit the following:

(1) All queries for discussion, with their answers, shall be

read by the Clerk, after which the Moderator shall declare the

same open for discussion,

(2) The reading of any question may be called for the second
time, but not oftener if there be objection made.

(3) No one shall speak without first addressing the Modera-
tor and being recognized by him.

(4) No brother shall have the privilege of making more than

two speeches on the same subject, except by the consent of the

Meeting, and the first shall not be longer than fifteen, and the last

than five minutes.

(5) The Moderator shall require every brother, when speak-

ing, to confine his remarks to the subject before the Meeting.

r> f
"3
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(6) Any brother using personalities in his speech, shall be

called to order by the Moderator; and if- he persist, he shall be

told to take his seat.

(7) The Moderator shall decide who has the right to the

floor, and when his time expires.

(8) The Moderator shall decide when the discussion on each

subject shall close, and when the question shall be put on its

final passage. But if objection be made to his ruling, then the

Standing Committee must unite with him in deciding the matter.

(9) It shall be the duty of the Moderator to keep order in the

congregation; and for this purpose he may call to his assistance

other brethren, or the Standing Committee may call on brethren to

keep order. •

(10) No question shall be put upon its passage before the

delegate, presenting the question, may have an opportunity to ex-

plain it.

(11) Motions or amendments to the answers in papers that

are presented to Annual Meeting shall not be entertained by the

Moderator until the one, presenting the paper, has opportunity

to explain it, and its merits are discussed by the Meeting; then, if

there is not a union of sentiment in the Meeting, the Moderator

may entertain amendments to the answer.

(12) All members present shall have the right to participate

in the discussion of all questions before the Meeting; and in case

any query or queries can not pass by unanimous consent, the dele-

gates and Standing Committee shall decide them by a two-thirds

majority. l

(13) In case a brother, or brethren, shall speak reproachfully

against the Annual Meeting, or her proceedings at the time and

place of Annual Meeting, said brethren shall be held as offenders

against the general Brotherhood, and they shall he tried at once by

a committee, appointed by the Standing Committee, and approved

by the General Council, and said committee shall deal with them

according to their offense, and their decision shall be respected

by the General Council, and by the respective churches. The
word reproachfully shall not be so construed as to prevent any

brother from expressing his opinion with Christian courtesy.

(14) Art. 2, 1880, decides that any of the elders or brethren

present, might open the Meeting with devotional exercises but

that the Standing Committee should be present.

S. S. Mohler,

D. E. Price,

D. L. Miller.
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Unanimously adopted.

2. The Committee on Publication offered the following sub-

stitute instead of the report deferred by Annual Meeting of 1888:
" We recommend that the publishing interests be not purchased

by the Brotherhood at present, but that it be owned by a stock
company that will require Annual Meeting to appoint the Editors.

Signed, E. Eby, R. H. Miller, S. S. Mohler, D. Vaniman.

The substitute was accepted instead of the report, and, after
discussion, failed to pass the Meeting.

3. The revision of the Hymn Book and Hymnal deferred by
Annual Meeting of 1888. The following query was read:

'Appanoose church, Kansas, requests Annual Meeting to take
action this year on the revision of Hymnal and Hymn Book query
deferred two }^ears ago."

All the papers pertaining to aforesaid revision were referred to
the following committee, with instruction to report at next Annual
Meeting: J. H. Moore, S. F. Sanger, L. H. Dickey, H. B. Brum-
baugh and Jos. Amick.

4. Report of Divorce Committee:
After a long investigation, your Committee begs leave to state

that we failed to agree upon the question. Neither did we agree
upon a plan which would be likely to give harmony in the Brother-
hood. We therefore offer the following: That the majority of

the committee give, before this Meeting, a report of the plan they
propose as a compromise of the difference among us, with a full

explanation of it. The minority of the committee give a like report
of their plan, with a full explanation of it. Both these reports
shall be put on the Report of Annual Meeting, and the question be
deferred one year. At the next Annual Meeting the majority re-

port shall be first taken up, discussed, and voted upon. I n does
not pass by a two-thirds majority, then the minority report shall

be discussed, and if it does not pass by a two-thirds majority, the
subject shall be indefinitely deferred.

The report was accepted.

5. Report of Committee on the following deferred query from
last Annual Meeting:

Would it not be more apostolic, to set apart our ministers and
deacons in their official duties, by laying on of hands and prayer,
as we find in Acts 6: 6?

Answer: After prayerful consideration of the query in its var-
ious bearings, we decide that we are not justified to make any
change from our present practice.
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Signed, Daniel Hays, Landon West, J. F. Oiler, D. E. Price,

J. S. Mohler.
Unanimously passed.

6. Report of Committee on securing suitable Brethren on

missionary work:

(1) Let churches, having brethren possessing the necessary

qualifications, from time to time hold elections to increase our

ministry with a view of meeting the growing demand for preaching

the Gospel, both at home and in all the various localities of the

missionary held of the world. And let all ministers, when elected,

be advised and urged to hold themselves in readiness as much as

possible, to be used by the church wherever they may be needed.
^

(2) Let the General Mission Board, as often as they deem it

necessary, publish the following qualifications necessary for mis-

sionaries:

(a) He must be sound in the faith,

(b) He must be able to submit himself wholly under the con-

trol and advice of the Mission Board under whose direction he la-

bors.

(c) He must be able and willing to teach and defend the prin-

ciples of the Gospel and the doctrine and peculiarities of the church,

as defined and applied by Annual Meeting, and must manifest the

same in his conversation, life and character.

(d) If married, he must have a companion who is to him

a true help-meet, possessing, so far as may be, similar qualifica-

tions, and who is ever ready and willing to help him in every pos-

sible way to carry forward the Lord's work.

(3) Let the several District Meetings each appoint three of

their well-established elders, who are known to be favorable to

the missionary work of the church, whose duty it shall be to report

to the General Mission Board the names of such ministers in their

respective State Districts who possess the proper qualifications,

and who have proved themselves faithful to the church and efficient

workers, and who are willing to be located by, and work under

the direction of the District and General Committee. And the

above item, if adopted, shall repeal Art. 21 of Minutes of Annual

Meeting of 1886.

(4) Let the General Committee give the regular missionaries

to understand that they will be furnished with steady employment

as long as they prove to be the right men in the right place, and

that, while thus employed, they shall be sustained temporally.

Signed, L. H. Dickey, S. H. Myers, D. B, Eby.

Answer: Passed.
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7. The queries on the amendment to the missionary plan and

the consolidation of the Missionary and Tract Work were re-

ferred to the Missionary and Tract Committees. The Committees

report against amending the missionary plan, and unanimously

favor the consolidation of the Missionary and Tract Work, but

ask that it be deferred one year. The report was amended so as

to recommend the appointment of a committee of five brethren

who, together with the Foreman and Treasurer of the Missionary

and Tract Committees, shall report a plan for consolidation at next

Annual Meeting.

8. Inasmuch as there is great dissatisfaction occasioned from
Brethren acting as real estate agents, and especially those in the

ministry, also the manner in which they write about their new
locality, will not this church, through District Meeting, ask

Annual Meeting to take some steps to stop this wide-spread evil?

Answer: Yes; Brethren must not do so, and if they do, shall

fall into the judgment of the church. But this shall not be so con-
strued as to prevent Brethren from doing a legitimate business in

real estate. Passed.

9. Is it right for churches of the Brethren to use organs in

their meeting-houses in worship? If not, what shall be done

with those congregations who have them?

Answer: No; and those who have them be instructed to put
them away, and if they will not, to be considered and dealt with
as disobedient members.

10. Should a minister, who uses tobacco to gratify a lust of

the flesh, be invited to hold a series of meetings, and thus lend

his influence to induce the young, by his example, to become
slaves to this habit?

Answer: No. Passed.

11. We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting,

to say if it is in harmony with our rules and principles to use the

Gospel Hymns in our public services instead of the Brethren's

Hymn Book.

Answer: No. But this should not be so construed as to pro-
hibit entirely the use of hymns that are in harmony with the prin-

ciples of our Brotherhood, from other books than our own; but
preference should always be given to our own collection of hymns.

Passed.

12. Wr
e request Anual Meeting, through District Meeting, to

devise some plan by which our poor ministers can be supplied with

the books they need to prepare for the ministry.
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Answer: Request granted by District Meeting. Churches
that have poor ministers shall appoint persons to ask for dona-
tions in their church for helping those poor ministers to secure
such books as they need to help them in their ministry. Such per-
sons may go outside of their own church when it is not able to
render the necessary help.

Pas-sed.

13. As the Annual Meeting of 1886, Art. 11, advises against

brethren engaged in business selling tobacco, but as the profits of

selling it enables firms that handle tobacco to sell other lines of

goods at lower rates, can a church of right demand of a brother to

quit handling it so long as a majority or a very considerable num-
ber of its members patronize a house or houses that handle it,

because they can buy there cheaper? To be sent to Annual Meeting
through District Meeting. Paper to be sent to the Standing Com-
mittee for an answer. Passed.

Answer: This Annual Meeting considers it right to use every
lawful means to prohibit brethren from violating her decisions
relative to the tobacco traffic; but deem it inconsistent to make
demand like the above, while members patronize those who do sell

it.

14. We, the brethren named in connection with query No.

5, Minutes of Middle Missouri, offer the following substitute:

(1) Standing Committee shall, by approval of Annual Meet-
ing, appoint a Committee of three elders for each of the Brethren's

schools, living as near as suitable brethren can be obtained, whose
duty it shall be to watch over the moral and religious influence of

the schools, and see that the principles of the Gospel and church

government be carried out as defined by Annual Meeting, and re-

port annually to Annual Meeting the condition of the schools,

and they may serve so long as they give general satisfaction to the

Brotherhood.

(2) All members of the Faculty, who are members of our

church, shall be in full sympathy with the principles and doctrines

of the church, and shall conform to the order of the Brotherhood
in their personal appearance.

(3) At least once each 3
Tear the doctrines of the church shall be

specially held forth in a series of doctrinal sermons,

(4) These provisions shall apply to all Brethren's schools,

and the right to establish additional Brethren's schools shall rest

with the Annual Meeting, to which petition for such privilege

shall first be presented.
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Signed, Enoch Eby, John Wise, R. II. Miller, Daniel Vaniman,
D. L. Miller, S. S. Mohler.

Answer: Passed.

15. Will the Middle District of Missouri recommend that the

Annual Meeting of 1890 so amend Art. 8, 1876, Minutes of Annual
Meeting, page 26, as to require all protests against members par-

ticipating in the deliberations of Annual Meeting for the causes
named in said act, or for any other cause, to be laid before the

Standing Committee in writing, signed by not less than three

witnesses, upon which the Standing Committee shall appoint com-
mittee of three, which will get the parties together and arrange

to have the matter of protest investigated, and decide whether it

contains sufficient to debar the brother from the privilege of partic-

ipating in the Meeting? If so, they may sustain the protest and
report the facts and their decision to the Standing Committee. If

the Standing Committee considers the facts of sufficient importance,

it shall refer them, with the decision, to the Annual Meeting, to

decide whether the accused shall have the right to take part in the

Meeting as aforesaid.

Answer: Passed.

16. Will the District Meeting favor requesting the Annual
Meeting to reconsider and adopt Art. 16, 1885, page 112, Revised
Minutes, omitting the words, " Or appointment," in fifth line from
bottom of said act?

Answer: This District Meeting requests that said article he
re-considered by Annual Meeting and adopted with said omission.

The following substitute was offered and passed:

(1) The authority to ordain elders shall be vested in the

elders of the State Districts.

(2) The elders assembled at District Meeting shall consult as

to the ordination of all elders, to be effected in the District. If

a majority of the elders decide that the ordination should be made,
they shall appoint a committee of two or more elders who shall go
to the church and, in council with it, if they find no Gospel objec-

tions, the ordination shall be made.

(3) The necessity of ordaining elders may originate with

the officers of the church or the elders of the District.

(4) Elders may be deposed as now by a committee of adjoin-

ing elders in council with the church. A report of such deposition

shall be made to the elders of the District at District Meeting.
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(5) Elders may be restored by the consent of a majority of the

elders of the District; and with the approval of the church,

17. Whereas, our Brotherhood has always been opposed to a

local, salaried ministry, what shall be clone with such brethren

who, against all advices, are preaching for a stipulated sum? We
consider it wrong for brethren to receive, and churches to give,

a stipulated salary, and brethren and churches doing so, shall be

admonished to stop receiving and giving such salary; and if they

persist in doing so, shall be dealt with as disobedient members.

But this shall not be so contrued as to prohibit mission boards or

churches from giving a proper support to those laboring under

their instruction.

Answer: Passed.

18. What is the general usage of the church in receiving ap-

plicants for baptism and granting certificates of membership when

objections are raised?

Answer: The general usage of the church in receiving appli-

cants for baptism and granting certificates of membership when
there are objections, has always been, for the parties against whom
objections are raised, to remove said objections by complying
with the demands of the objectors, or the church; hut if the church

decides that the objections are not sufficient to withhold from ap-

plicants the rite of baptism, or certificates of membership, the ob-

jectors should withdraw their objections; and if they refuse to

yield to the council of the church, they shall be held accountable.

Passed.

19. Inasmuch as a query, passed by Northern District of Ind-

iana, some years ago, prohibiting members of the church from

trafficking or dealing in trade with saloon-keepers, seems to fail

to meet the full design of said query, we therefore ask District

Meeting to decide that it is a transgression of the order of the

church for members to go into saloons or other establishments

where intoxicants are sold or given away by the drink, and that

this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to make such the rule

of all the churches. Passed and sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Passed.

20. As the notes to the New Testament, published by the

American Tract Society, and recommended by our Brethren, are

evasive and misleading in many things (see note to Matt. 28: 19;

John 3: 5; James 5: 14, and for evasions see Acts 8: 38, 39; 9: 18,

19, and 16: 32-34, and many more), will District Meeting ask An-

nual Meeting to appoint a committee of Brethren to prepare a cor-

rect work in harmony with the Gospel and practice of the Brother-
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hood, to fill the important want of such a book in our Sabbath-

schools, instead of the misleading ones now in use"

Answer: Deferred one year, and submitted to a committee of

three for thorough investigation as to nature and cost of the

proposed work. Committee, J. H. Moore, D. Hays, L. W. Teeter.

21. Will Annual Meeting give Scriptural authority for allow-

ing ministers who are not ordained to anoint the sick"

Answer: Deferred indefinitely.

22. Since there is a growing tendency among our Brethren

who were soldiers in the late rebellion to attend soldiers' reunions,

to march with and participate in their exercises, we petition Annual

Meeting through District Meeting to say whether it is right for

Brethren to do so. And if wrong, would Brethren be allowed to

meet on such occasions, simply to visit old soldier friends?

Answer: We decide that it is wrong to attend such places.

23. Will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting whether Breth-

ren can be allowed to serve as directors or presidents of banks.

Answer: See answer in Art. 6, 1874. We would admonish
Brethren to be very careful in engaging in all kinds of business, and
especially in business done by incorporated bodies, such as rail-

roads and banking companies, since, by so doing, they may be

brought into dangerous association with ungodly men.

24. Whereas the suggestions given by Annual Meeting in

1888 have failed to enable the Executive Committee to do away with

the much traffic necessary to feed the mixed multitude that gathered

at our Annual Meeting grounds on Sunday; and, whereas, the con-

tinuance of such Sunday traffic subjects our beloved Brotherhood to

much unfavorable criticism, as well as causes considerable dissatis-

faction among our members; therefore, will not District Meeting of

Second District of Virginia petition Annual Meeting to devise a

plan by which the Executive Committee need not make any provi-

sions to feed any one on Annual Meeting grounds until Whitmon-

clay, that the aforesaid Sunday traffic may be avoided? We grant

the within request and send to Annual Meeting.

Answer: We, your committee, deeply deplore the disorder

complained of in the paper, and would advise a strict adherence

to the advice given in Art. 9, of 1888. Also that, as much as is

in the power of the Committee of Arrangements, they prevent

Sunday excursions. Also to dispense with the selling of meal
tickets' on Sunday as far as possible, thus removing the disorder

without sacrificing our Sunday religious services and pleasant as-

sociations.
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Signed, J. S. Mohler, Levi Trostle, J. F. Oiler, A. B. Barn-
hart, H. C. Early.

25. The Brethren in Denmark and Sweden ask for permission

to act according to Revised Minutes, page 159, Art. 13. If not per-

mitted, please give the Biblical authority against doing so.

Answer: This Annual Meeting can not grant the request asked
for. See 1 Cor. 12: 13; Eph. 4: 5; Acts 19: 1-7. The above answer
is committed into the hands of D. L, Miller and Daniel Hays to
explain to the Denmark Brethren.

26. What shall we do with members who will not hinder their

children as long as they can from being confirmed? Shall we ex-

clude such members from the church?

Answer: No. But parents should be warmly admonished to
teach their children the doctrines of the true church, and use their
influence against their being confirmed.

27. The Brethren here ask our Brethren in America if they

wT
ill please let us know how they do if a member, excluded from

the Brethren, goes over to another church (not of the Brethren),

who require baptism, and such an excluded person is baptized again

into another church (not of the Brethren), and, after a lapse of

time, such excluded person comes back and is converted, and asks

the Brethren's forgiveness, and confesses to be in full faith and
acceptance of that baptism received of the Brethren, and asks to

be a member of the Brethren church again, do the Brethren re-

ceive such a person into the church again as a member? What
shall we do in such a case?

Answer: Yes. See Revised Minutes, Art. 22, 1852, on page
83, and proceed as directed in Art. 9, 1861, on page 84.

28. Our common desire and wish is, that our Brethren in

America, if possible, send us a Danish, Norwegian, Swedish or En-
glish brother as a preacher (or brethren C. Hope and D. L. Miller

for two years, of whom we have heard), to work in Scandinavia.

Wr

e need some brethren to help us for a longer time in the

Gospel work. Have you a preacher to send us?

Answer: Annual Meeting refers this request to the General
Mission Board.

29. The Brethren in Malmo, Sweden, wish to ask the Brethern

in America if they do not think it more advantageous to build a

mission house in Malmo than to pay so much in rent every year.

Answer: Annual Meeting refers this to the Mission Board
also,
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Greeting: Our warmest love and united thanks to the whole

Brotherhood in America for all your sympathy and help, extended

to us in Europe up to this day. The Lord reward you all with

his blessing both in this and the world to come! (Signed in be-

half of churches in Denmark.)

Answer to Greeting: The Annual Meeting held at Warrens-
burg, Mo., May 29, 1890, to the Dear Brethren and Sisters in Den-
mark and Sweden, Greeting: Your brotherly letter of greeting was
read in our Annual Council, and gave us joy; and we send you our
hearty md loving greeting, and pray the Lord may abundantly
bless you, and cause you to continue to grow in faith and in the
knowledge of the truth. Your queries sent to Annual Meeting in

America have been received and considered in the fear of the Lord,
and we fondly hope that: our endeavors to help you may prove, un-
der God's blessing, to be the means of promoting brotherly love
and building you up in the faith once delivered unto the saints.

Grace be with you all! Farewell.
Signed, Enoch Eby, Moderator; J. G. Royer, Clerk.

REPORT OF THE GENERAL CHURCH ERECTION AND
MISSIONARY COMMITTEE TO THE ANNUAL

MEETING HELD AT PERTLE SPRINGS,
MISSOURI, MAY 27 TO 30, 1890.

The General Church Erection and Missionary Committee sub-

mit the following report of the work which, under the blessing of

God, they have been enabled to carry on during the year which
has closed.

Foreign Missions.

Denmark.—There are four organized churches in Denmark,

—

Hjorring, Hordum, Sindal and Copenhagen. The latter-named

church is under the care of Elder John Olsson, of Malmo, Sweden,
and is placed in that district. The membership in Denmark num-
bers 75. There are 2 elders, 3 ministers in the second degree, and

3 deacons. During the year 496 meetings were held, 5 were bap-

tized, 2 emigrated to America, 1 died, and two were expelled.

Sweden.—The church in Sweden has now a membership of 56;

453 meetings were held during the year; 11 were baptized; 3 emi-

grated to America; 5 were expelled. The official body of the church

is composed of 1 elder, 2 ministers in the second degree, and 1 m
the first degree, and 3 deacons.

Home Mission Work.

Texas.—Our Brethren in Texas continue to labor for the cause,

and report that much labor is required to fill the calls made on
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them in the various fields. The members live in Montague, Cook,

Clay, Parker, Erath, Hunt and Lipscomb Counties, and in Indian

Territory. There are about 120 members; 10 were received by

baptism last year. There are now in the State 3 elders, 5 ministers

in the first and second degree, and 7 deacons. In the Pan Handle

the work is discouraging. The mcetingmouse at Farwell is in the

hands of Bro. T. J. Nair, he having satisfied the committee for

amount donated by note.

Idaho and Washington.—Brethren D. E. Price and J. C. Lah-

man spent some time in Idaho and Washington. Their labor was

for the most part in the direction of unifying and setting in order

the things that were wanting in the churches. They report the

great need of these fields to be faithful ministers and elders.

New York.—Bro. S. IF. Zug did some work in this State. One

was baptized, and Bro. Zug reported a good opening for mission

work. The report was referred to Eastern Pennsylvania.

Kentucky.—Bro. I. J. Rosenberger did some work in Kentucky,

and is now in charge of that field. Three were baptized and the

outlpok is encouraging.

Canada.—Bro. J. W. Metzger, of Indiana, has charge, for the

present, of the Canada mission. His health did not permit him

to labor as he would like to have done. Two were baptized, and

the prospect for future work is good.

Mission Work Among the Scandinavians in America.—Bro.

Hope, by authority of the General Committee, and under the

supervision of the State Districts, has been laboring during the

past winter among the Danes and Swedes in Nebraska. He visited

a number of churches and preached in English and Danish, as oc-

casion required. As a result the Lord blessed his labors, and 35

were added to the church by baptism and 1 reclaimed.

Assistance to State Districts.

Oregon, $^oo 00

Southern Missouri, 150 00

Middle Missouri, 1 DO 00

Nebraska, 30 00

North-eastern Kansas, 50

North-western Iowa, Minnesota and Dakota, 200 00

Meeting-houses.— (Donations,)

Mound church, Bates Co., Mo., $200 00

Saginaw, Mich., 200 00

Clay County, Texas, 150 00

Rodney, Mich., 175 00

Newton, Southern Kansas, . 100 00
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Kansas Center, Southern Kansas, .$200 00

Waynesville, Southern Missouri, 2 0° °°

Patrick County, First District of Virginia, 200 00

Vermillion, North-eastern Kansas, 100 00

Meeting-houses.— (Loans.)

Saginaw, Mich., - . . $100 00

Warrensburg, Middle Missouri - 3 00 °0

Vermillion, North-eastern Kansas, 300 00

Summary.

State Districts assisted, 6

Meeting-houses provided for. 10

Loans to meeting-houses, . • • 3

Churches organized, 1

Received by baptism, •
$ 7

Reports of State Districts.

Northern Iowa, Minnesota and Dakota.—Received for mission

work, $255.05; expended, $156.16; baptized, 9.

Tennessee.—Amount received and expended, $74.58; received

into church membership, 45.

Western Pennsylvania.—Received for mission work, $43.40;

expended, $30.00.

Southern Iowa.—Received for mission work, $24.43; expended,

$36.33.

Northern Indiana.—Received, $275.20; expended, $205.55; re-

ceived by baptism, 11.

Nebraska.—Received, $73.45; expended, $64.25.

Northern Illinois.—Money received, $537.08; expended, $405.50.

Second District of Virginia.—Received and expended for mis-

sion work, $100.00. The Secretary reports new helds of labor open-

ing up m the District with favorable opportunities for doing good.

Michigan.—Received and expended, $54.31.

Eastern Maryland.—Reports $61.51 in the mission treasury.

Southern Indiana.—Expended in mission work, $93.50. Held

77 meetings, baptized and reclaimed 29.

Southern District of Missouri.—Expended in mission work,

$95.00; received by baptism 11.

Middle Missouri. Received and expended in mission work,

$347.92.

Money Received and Expended.

April 2, 1SS9, Balance on hand $ 844 67

April 2, 1890, Total receipts for mission work, 7,936 32

Total, •
•.-• * 8

-
780 *
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April 9 1890,

April 9 18 90,

April 9 1890,

April 9 189 0,

April 9
9
1890,

April 2 1890,

April 9 18 90,

cards,

April 9 18 90,

April 1 S9 0.

April 9 189 0.

April 2, 1890,

Expenditures.

Home missions,
:

Foreign missions,
Donations for meeting-houses, . . .

Loans for meeting-houses,
Tract Committee for free tracts,..

Printing reports and stationery, . .

Postage, envelopes and postal

Endowment Fund expenses,
Traveling expenses of Committee,
Copying Sarah Bowman's will, . .

Balance on hand

2,004 51

1,327 76

1,725 00

700 00

2 50 00

68 94

40 22

46 45

32 00

1 50

2,584 61

Total,

Endowment Fund.

Interest-bearing Notes $32,360 00
Non-interest bearing Notes, 12,005 00
Bequests estimated .".... 5,000 00
Not recorded, 4,350 00
Cash, 2,052 50

$8,780 99

Total,

Increase over last year,

Amounts Given by States and Territories.

Illinois, $1,864 9!

Ohio,
Pennsylvania,
Indiana,

Iowa,
Kansas,
Maryland
Nebraska,
Virginia
California,

Missouri,
West Virginia
Denmark and Sweden,
Texas,
Minnesota,
Kentucky,
Tennessee,
Florida,

764 50

701 35

587 8

307 16

249 54

2 4S 92

116 62

113 05

100 75

91 9

51 65

33 50

33 00

30 35

25 00

21 75

17 90

$55,767 50

15,440 00

$Colorado,
Michigan
Washington,
Oregon,
Ontario, Canada

,

New York,

Arkansas,
Montana,
Dakota,
New Jersey,
Idaho,

,

Children's Mission, . . .

Annual Meeting sur-
plus, Harrisonburg,
Va, 1,742 22

Annual Meeting sur-

plus, N. Man eh ester,

Ind., 320 29

17 00

16 1

16 00

9 75

6

5 50

4 00

3 50

73

2 00

1 50

03 55

A review of the year's receipts shows that twenty-seven States

and three foreign countries are found in the list. Illinois stands at

the head of the list with nearly $1,900 to her credit, thus contribut-

ing about one-fourth of the entire receipts. She has increased her

donations over last year by $501,32. Ohio stands next on the list
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with $764.50, and Pennsylvania reports only a few dollars less.

Kansas, notwithstanding the hard times, gives more than twice as

much as she gave last year. Maryland has also increased her do-

nations by giving nearly double her former contribution. Denmark
and Sweden send in $33.50. In all the receipts show a total in-

crease over the preceding year of $2,349.04, or about 42 per cent.

Six years ago the present missionary plan was adopted, and

since then a steady growth has been maintained as the following

figures will show:

Money received, 1 884-85, $ 8,8018 37

Money received, 1885-86 3,074 84

Money received, 1886-87, 3,877 29

Money received, 1887-88, 4,184 41

Money received, 1888-89, 5,587 28

Money received, 1889-90, 7,936 32

Total, ....$28,466 51

Add Endowment Fund, 5 5,767 50

Grand Total, $84,233 01

During these six years, under God's blessing, the following re-

sults have grown out of the labors of your Committee, and the

money so liberally donated by our brethren and sisters:

Churches organized, 19

Meeting-houses built, 46

Baptized, 5 8 7

The entire labor in receiving, caring for and expending the

money has been done without charge. No member or officer of

the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee has ever

received a penny for services rendered. During the six years

$280.33 was paid for actual traveling expenses of the Committee

in attending the thirty meetings held. From this it will be seen

that out of every $1.00 received, more than 99 cents were used in the

Mission and Tract Work.

The Committee is hopeful of the future. With an abiding trust

in God, and with full faith and confidence in the doctrines and

principles of the Gospel, as practiced by our blessed Fraternity, we

express the hope that the good work may go on with ever widen-

ing influence until the blessed Master's last injunction, " Go ye

into all the world/ ' shall be literally fulfilled by the church.

D. L. Miller, Daniel Vaniman,

Treasurer. Foreman.
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We, your committee appointed to audit the books of the Treas-

urer of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee,

find them to be correct.

Signed, I. J. Rosenberger, S. S. Kuns, P. J. Trostle.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BRETHREN'S BOOK AND
TRACT WORK FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY 1,

1890.

Cash balance on hand from last year, $ 5 91 64

Cash from local churches, 5 32 21

Cash from individuals, 248 21

Cash from Special Thanksgiving, churches and individuals, 128 87

Cash from Lower Stillwater Sunday-school, Ohio 3 50

Cash from West Dayton Sunday-school, Ohio 2 50

Cash from Salimony church, Loon Creek Sunday-school, Ind., 5 25

Cash from General Mission Work, Mt. Morris, 111,, 250
Cash from sales of tracts, 181 72

Cash from sales of Golden Gleams 178 59

Cash from sales of Passover Charts, 21 00

Cash from sales of Bibles and Testaments, 67 32

Cash from sales of hooks, 305 85

Cash from interest on endowments, 673 03

Cash from new memberships, 269 00

Cash from paid endowments, 775 00

Cash from all sources, $ 4.233 69

Add outstanding accounts, 398 81

Endowment Fund, 30,483 33

Grand Total, $35,115 83

Expense Account.

Examining Committee, railroad and board, ....$ 56 00

Executive Committee, railroad and board, 49 47

Postage stamps, '
' 84 08

Freight, 37 67

Sunday articles, boxes, paper, etc., 11 28

Books purchased, 445 81

Passover Charts purchased, 25 00

Printing- hills, 779 3 7

Agents' services, including- distributing tracts, 242 25

Bruderbote, donation to, 45 CO

Messenger, to poor, 20

Secretary, including room rent, light, etc., .... 350 00

Foreman, 70 00

Total expense, $ 2,215 93

Balance, 32,899 90

Less outstanding accounts, $ 398 81

Endowments, interest bearing, 16,418 33
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Endowments, non-interest bearing,
Endowments paid and loaned out,

$14,065 00

950 00

Total,

Cash balance on hand.
$31,832 14

1,067 76

Summary.

. . $ 1,067

308

83
c

Cash balance on hand
Outstanding accounts 3

Endowment fund, 30,4

1,020 Golden Gleams, 2

573 books, 1

84,200 tracts, 1

6,23 .pamphlets,
Iron safe, stationery, and office fixtures,

7 6

81
9 3

55

o

00

79 40

31 05

7 8 78

60 00

Present worth,
Worth last annual report,

Increase,

Summary of Publications.

Number of Golden Gleams on hand at last report
Number of tracts and pamphlets on hand at last report,
Number of Bibles and books on hand at last report, . .

Number of Bibles and books purchased this year,
Number of tracts and pamphlets published this year,

,

$32,654 13

25,637 43

$ 7,016 70

390

71,050

540
65 4

241,000

Total number, 313,634

Number of Publications Suld and Distributed During the

Year.

Bibles, Books and Gleams, 991
Tracts of all kinds, 2 2 0,620

Total number for the year, 221,611
Number sent out last year, . 121,148

Increase, , 100,463

Samuel Bock,

Dayton, Ohio. Sec. and Treas.

We, the committee appointed to audit the Fifth Annual Report

of the Brethren's Book and Tract Work, ending May 1, 1890,

after a careful examination of the same, find it strictly correct.

Signed, L. W. Teeter, D. M. Irwin, John II. Moore,

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

Report of Committee on Church Property, see page 5 of

inutes of 1889, was accepted, and the Committee was instructed

34
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to correct their papers by using the name German Baptist Breth-

ren church instead of German Baptist or Brethren church.

The Book and Tract Committee made a report of their work
in securing necessary legislation for incorporation, and on motion

were introduced to fully complete act of incorporation.

Applications were presented for Annual Meeting for 1891 from

Maryland, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Illinois and Missouri, and it was

decided to hold the next Annual Meeting, the Lord willing, with

the Brethren in the Western District of Maryland.

The Annual Meeting Treasurer was instructed to pay only

such accounts as are signed by the Moderator and Writing Clerk

of Annual Meeting.

The Writing Clerk was instructed to pay the Danish delegate's

expenses out of the Minutes" surplus fund, and turn balance over

to the General Mission Fund.

On motion the Writing Clerk was instructed to correct the

phraseology of the queries from Denmark.

Brethren David Filbrun and Wm. Barnhart were appointed on

the Book and Tract Wr

ork in place of the members whose term

of office expires.

I. D. Parker was appointed on the Examining Committee.

Committee to report plan for consolidation of General Mission

Work and Book and Tract Work: E. Eby, Kansas; James Sell,

Pennsylvania; W. R. Deeter, Indiana; D. E. Price, Illinois; Daniel

Hays, Virginia. m

A. Hutchison was appointed on the Advisory Committee.

D. L. Miller was appointed on the General Missionary Board.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES TO CHURCHES.

Welsh Run (Pa.), church, E. W. Stoner, J. F, Oiler, D. F.

Stoufler.

Eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey, J. G. Rover, S. R. Zug,

J. F. Oiler,

George's Creek (Pa.), church, C G. Lint. L. H. Dickey, Wm.
Howe, R. H. Miller (or alternate), D. B. Arnold.

Elk Lick (Pa.), church, John S. Holsinger, H. Musselrnan, D.

D. Horner.

McPherson, Kans., E. Eby, D. E. Price, Jacob Witmore, D.

L. Miller, Geo. W. Cripe.

Lower Stillwater church, Ohio, Jacob Rife, I. D. Parker, L.

W. Teeter.
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COLLEGE ADVISORY COMMITTEES.
McPherson, E. Eby, John Forney, Jacob Trostle.

Mt. Morris, Geo. Zollars, Edmund Forney, David Eby.
Huntingdon, Jas. A. Sell, J. W. Brumbaugh, J„ S. Holsinger.
Bridge water, Daniel Hays, Isaac Long, Daniel Miller.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that this Meeting hereby tender its thanks,

1. To the various committees for their efforts to secure the

comfort of our members in attendance.

2. To the citizens of Warrensburgh and vicinity for their

hospitality and kindness.

3. To the various denominations of this city for the use of

their churches.

4. To the various Railroad Companies favoring our Brethren
with half-fare tickets.

Standing Committee of 1890.

S. S. Barklow, W. R. Deeter,

J. S. Flory, David Neff,

B. B. Whitmer, L. T. Holsinger,

John Forney, John Smith,

E. Eby, S. Driver,

David Bechtelheimer, L D. Parker,

S. H. Miller, Hiram Musselman,

J. S. Snyder, Wm. Howe,
Hiram Berkman, C. Bucher,

W. B. Sell, David Long,
A. Hutchison, Uriah Bixler,

C Holdeman, . John B. Naff,

Geo. W. Cripe, Jonas Graybill,

S. Bucklew, Daniel Hays,
D. E. Price, Aaron Fike,

Daniel Chambers, J. B. Bowman,
Christian Hope.

John Wise,

Reading Clerk.

J. G. Royer,

Writing Clerk.

Enoch Eby,

Moderator.



532 * Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1891

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1891.

Hagerstown, Md.

The Standing Committee organized by electing Daniel Vani-

man, of Kansas, Moderator; M. J. McClure, of Illinois, Reading

Clerk, and D. L, Miller, of Illinois, Writing Clerk.

The General Council was opened at 9 A. M., Tuesday, June 2,

by the usual devotional exercises.

• 1. The rules adopted at last Annual Meeting were then read,

and the Moderator announced that the Meeting would be conduct-

ed according to these rules.

2. The Hymn Book Committee appointed at last Annual Meet-

ing made the following report, which was accepted and ordered

to be placed on the minutes:

In the year 1888 there was a petition sent to the Annual

Meeting asking for a revision of our Hymn Book and Hymnal.

This petition was deferred until the Annual Meeting of 1890, when

it was again taken up and submitted to us, with instructions to re-

port at the meeting of 1891.

Having carefully and prayerfully considered the work entrust-

ed to us, we now beg to submit the following report:

(1) We do not see the way clear for either diminishing the

size of, or improving the character, of our Hymn Book and

Hymnal sufficiently to answer the various wants of our growing

Brotherhood.

(2) We therefore recommend that the Brotherhood have

prepared and published another book, to be known as ' The

Brethren's Song Book."

(3) This book to contain, not to exceed, 500 hymns, about 300

of which are to be selected from our present Hymn Book, and

the remainder from other sources.

(4) The sentiment of the hymns to be in harmony with our

faith and practice and suited to the wants of the Brotherhood for

public worship, Sunday-schools, council meetings, revival work,

missionary fields and family worship.

(5) The arrangement of the hymns to be miscellaneous

throughout the book, and numbered consecutively from first to

last. Hymns from our present book to also have old number

printed in brackets.
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(6) The first one hundred and fifty hymns, or thereabouts, to

be selected, especially for use in the missionary, revival and Sun-

day-school work, so that the plates may be used in printing a

small book for use on the mission fields and in Sunday-schools, if

so desired. This book is to be known as the Brethren Song Book,

Part 1.

(7) The book is to be printed in character notes, but no dupli-

cate of tunes to be used.

(8) Several hymns may be arranged under one tune, provided

they are on either the page with the music, or on the one facing

it.

(9) The book to contain also the rudiments of music sufficient

for good practical use in learning to sing.

(10) The work to be printed with and also without music.

The book without music to have the same size page and type as

the Brethren Hymn Book, to contain good paper and to be sub-

stantially bound in arabesque and morocco, plain.

(11) The book with music to have the same size and shape

page as the Brethren's Hymnal, to contain good paper and to be

substantially bound in board, half leather and morocco.

(12) The Annual Meeting shall appoint a competent brother

to superintend the compilation of said book, with four other well

qualified brethren residing in different parts of the Brotherhood to

assist in the compilation.

(13) The Meeting shall also appoint a competent brother, well

versed in the science of music, to superintend the selection and ar-

ranging of the music with four other well qualified brethren resid-

ing in different parts of the Brotherhood to assist him in this

part of the work.

(14) To aid them in their work the compilers of the hymns are

to call through the Messenger for each member who feels an in-

terest in the work to send a list of such hymns as they desire to

have in the new book.

(15) To aid them in selecting music well suited to all parts of

the Brotherhood, the compilers of the music are to also make a

similar call for selections of tunes for the new book.

(16) The book without music is to contain two indexes:

(a) A general index, giving the first line of each hymn alphabetical-

ly arranged, (b) The subject Index, giving the first line of each

hymn arranged under subjects, such as Opening Hymns, Closing

Hymns, Sundaj^-school Hymns, Missionary Hymns, Funeral

Hymns, etc.
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(17) The book, with music, is to contain the same index, with

an addition of an index of the music.

(18) When completed, the books are to be published by the

Brethren's Publishing Co., who are to pay all expenses for compila-

tion and copyright.

In view of the importance of the work we ask that this Re-

port be spread upon the Minutes as deferred matter until the An-

nual Meeting of 1892.

J. H. Moore,
H. B. Brumbaugh,
S. F. Sanger,

L. H. Dickey,

J. Amick.

3. The Majority Report on the Divorce Question, deferred

by last Annual Meeting, was then taken up, and after discussion

failed to pass. The Minority Report, after being discussed, also

failed to pass the Meeting, and the question stands indefinitely de-

ferred.

4. The following Report of the Committee to Report a Plan

to Consolidate the General Church Erection and Missionary Com-
mittee and the Book and Tract Work was accepted and ordered to

be placed on the Minutes:

Hagerstown, Md., May 27, 1891.

" We, the undersigned Committee, appointed by Annual Meet-

ing of 1890 to present a plan for the Consolidation of the Gen-

eral Church Erection and Missionary Work, and the Book and

Tract Work, respectfully submit the following:

(1) That Standing Committee shall nominate and Annual

Meeting approve and perpetuate a Committee of ' live members as

Trustees,' living sufficiently near each other for frequent consulta-

tion, to serve for a term of three years, except those first ap-

pointed, one of whom shall serve One year, two two years, and two

three years. Said Committee shall be called the General Mission-

ary and Tract Committee of the German Baptist Brethren Church,

and shall be the successor of both the General Church Erection

and Missionary Committee and the Book and Track Work, to hold

in trust, manage, control and use all the property rights and in-

terests now vested in both the above-named organizations for the

promotion of the objects for which they were designed.

(2) The Committee shall meet as often as necessary to carry

on its work successfully and shall elect its own officers, make its

own By-Laws, fill all vacancies that may incidentally occur in the

Committee, inform Standing Committee each year whose term has
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expired and recommend to General Conference for adoption any-

thing necessary to forward its work.

(3) The object of this Committee shall be to send suitable

Brethren to preach the Gospel and to assist in building plain houses
of Worships publishing and distributing printed matter, to or-

ganize and build up Churches, and, when suitable arrangements
can be made and wisdom dictates, to own and control all the pub-
lishing interests of the Church.

(4) Any Church situated in a State district, in order to get

help from the general Committee, must first circulate a subscrip-

tion among themselves and raise all they can, and then apply to the

District Committee for help. If the District Committee is unable
to supply the deficiency, help may be obtained from the general

Committee, either as a loan, donation or both, if need be, upon
approval and recommendation of the District Committee.

(5) The General Committee shall quarterly or oftener circu-

late throughout the Brotherhood a printed report explanatory of

the nature and progress of its work, and shall annually submit a

report of all its work to the General Conference for appro\ral, and
the Standing Committee shall annually inspect the report of the

General Committee before it is submitted to the General Confer-

ence, and shall assist the Committee in developing any necessary

improvements for advancing the work.

(6) The funds for this work shall consist of bequests, endow-
ments, free-will offerings and money received as life interests, and
from the sale of publications.

(7) We recommend that each member give for the Mission

and Tract Work of the Church as the Lord has prospered him,

upon the principle taught in 1 Cor. 16; 8.

(8) Let each Congregation throughout the Brotherhood ap-

point solicitors to solicit each member annually and receive their

offerings, and forward same to the General Committee, who shall

receipt for the amount, and upon application shall annually for-

ward tracts to such congregation to the value of ten per cent, of

the sum sent.

(9) Any person paying or obligating him or herself to pay
twenty or more dollars, as a life membership, as an endowment
of the work or otherwise, shall be entitled to draw publications an-

nually to the value of one dollar for each twenty dollars so con-
tributed.

(10) The Standing Committee shall nominate and Annual
Meeting confirm a committee of five faithful and well informed
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brethren, whose duty it will be to examine and approve of all mat-

ters to be published and distributed as tracts.

(11) All former decisions touching the general Church Erec-

tion and Missionary Work or the Book and Tract Work in any

way conflicting with this arrangement, shall upon the adoption of

this report become null and void.

(12) Owing to the importance of the work and the interests

involved, we recommend that this plan be placed on the M mutes

and deferred for two years.

Signed by the committee,

Daniel Vaniman,

D. L. Miller,

S. W. Hoover,

Samuel Bock,

Enoch Eby,

D. E. Price,

Daniel Hays."

5. Report of the Committee on New Testament, with notes.

Report accepted and adopted.

The Committee appointed by Annual Meeting of 1890 to con-

sider the nature and cost of publishing the New Testament with

Notes, would respectfully report as follows:

The Committee was appointed in pursuance of the following

action of Annual Meeting:

"As the notes to the New Testament, published by the Ameri-

can Tract Society, and recommended by our Brethren, are evasive

and misleading in many things (see note on Matt. 28: 19; Jno. 3:

5; James 5: 14, and for evasions see Acts 8: 38, 39; 9: 18, 19 and

16: 32-34, and many more), will District Meeting ask Annual Meet-

ing to appoint a Committee of Brethren to prepare a correct work,

in harmony with the Gospel and Practice of the Brotherhood, to

fill the important want of such a book in our Sabbath Schools,

instead of the misleading ones now in use?"

a Answer: Deferred one year and submitted to a committee

of three for thorough investigation as to nature and cost of the

proposed work."

Tn obedience to the action of Annual Meeting in appointing

the Committee by which the investigation was to be made, after

careful investigation, we conclude as follows:

(1) We recommend the publishing of such a work, consider-

ing its nature, the demand for it and the reasonable cost of its pub-

lication.
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(2) We wish to inform Annual Meeting that one of the mem-
bers of the Committee (L. W. Teeter) is preparing Notes on the

New Testament for use by our Brethren, and will probably have it

ready for publication within one year.

(3) We further recommend that two Brethren be appointed

to assist Brother Teeter in the examination of the work.

J. H. Moore, Daniel Hays,

L. W. Teeter, Committee.

6. " Inasmuch as we, the members composing the District

of Oregon, Washington and Idaho, much desire, and, in fact, should

be represented each year by at least one delegate on Standing Com-
mittee, that we may all be of one mind and all speak the same

thing, and we, as a district, being in such limited circumstances

that we may not be able for many years, if ever, to be represented

in Annual Meeting by delegate unless the general Brotherhood will

help us bear our burden; therefore we petition District Meeting

to petition Annual Meeting through Standing Committee to hear

this, our second petition, and make some arrangement by which

we may be able to be represented each year by delegate.

We recommend that one-half the expenses of the delegate from

Oregon be paid by the Annual Meeting Treasurer from funds col-

lected according to plan adopted by Annual Meeting."

7. Would it not be well to dispense with our extra (private)

council at our Church Council Meetings?

Answer: No.

Passed Annual Meeting.

8. We, the undersigned, having purchased suitable school build-

ings at Lordsburg, Cab, and being desirous to start a Brethren's

school, hereby petition Annual Meeting of 1891 for permission to

establish such school in harmony with the usages of the Brother-

hood and request that three elders be appointed to assist us in

watching over the moral and religious influence of said school in

accordance with Art. 14, of minutes of Annual Meeting of 1890.

Daniel Houser, President; S. A. Overholtzer, Treasurer; T. J.

Nair, Secretary; Daniel Kuns, Henry Kuns.

Petition granted by Annual Meeting.

9. Russell Church asks District Meeting to petition Annual

Meeting of 1891 to devise some plan to restrict Elders from going

into adjoining districts and organizing churches without the con-

sent or knowledge of Elders in said district. Something like the
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plan of ordaining Elders in minutes of Annual Meeting, page 5,

last article and section I, page 114 in full report.

Answer: No Elder shall go into adjoining districts to organize
a church without the consent of adjoining Elders.

10. We, the Olathe Church, petition Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to decide that Elders or others who go into

churches to adjust difficulties, and will visit one of the implicated

parties, and hear one side of the case before it conies properly be-

fore them, that, so doing shall disqualify such Elders or others to

act on the pending case.

Petition granted by Annual Meeting.

11. The District Meeting of eastern Pennsylvania to Annual
Meeting, Greeting:

Inasmuch as several queries were presented to this District

Meeting in reference to German hymn books;

Therefore, this District earnestly petitions Annual Meeting to

appoint a committee of three to compile a German hymn book;

And, we further petition Annual Meeting to select two of said

committee from the German Churches of Pennsylvania;
And, we also ask that said committee shall have special re-

spect to the Brethren's, and the book known as the Lancaster
Hymn Books, when making selections.

Petition granted by Annual Meeting.

12. Four papers were presented in reference to the Church
name. On motion a committee of live were appointed to take

charge of the papers and form an answer and present it to this

meeting. The following report was submitted and passed:
After carefully considering the papers placed in our hands we

recommend that our name always be printed and written as hereto-

fore,
lt German Baptist Brethren/'

J. H. Moore,

B. F. Mooniaw,
Jesse Stutzman,
H. E. Eight,

A. Hutchison.

13. We, the Salem Congregation, assembled in council, re-

quest District Meeting of Oregon to ask Annual Meeting of 1891

to so change or modify Art. 15 of Annual Meeting of 1872, that a

deposed ministering brother, as therein described, may be restored

to his ministerial office upon his rendering all the satisfaction in
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his power, and he is not to be held back by a small minority, for

as it now stands, important decisions may rest in the hands of a

very small minority.

Answer: We decide to make no change in the decision of the

Annual Meeting referred to.

13 l/2 . The southern district of Kansas requests Annual Meet-

ing of 1891 to reconsider Article 14 of 1890 and change so as to de-

fine the time each brother shall serve.

Answer: The committee shall serve three years from this date,

except those now in office, who shall serve one for one year, one
for two years, and one for three years. The Standing Committee
shall determine the time each shall serve.

14. As Annual Meeting and District Meeting are silent on the

subject of ordaining and installing the wives of officials, will this

District Meeting say by what authority they are installed into

office with their husbands?

Answer: We do not ordain or install sisters into office, but re-

ceive them as helpmeets to their husbands.

15. Sugar Creek Church petitions Annual Meeting, through

District Meeting, to say if the Scripture referred to in minutes of

Annual Meeting, Art. 1, 1861 (1 Cor. 14: 27-40), shall be so con-

strued as to prohibit sisters leading or rising to speak at our social

meetings.

Answer: No. Passed Annual Meeting.

16. We, the Brethren of the Ruck Creek Church, petition An-

nual Meeting through District Meeting for the following:

There is neither Greek nor Jew; there is neither bond nor

free; there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in

Christ Jesus. Gab 3: 2S. Therefore, should not the sisters break

the bread and pass the cup the same as the brethren do? Answer:

We call for a reconsideration of Query 7, 1879, and ask

Annual Meeting to decide that the sisters may enjoy the same

privilege as the brethren in the breaking of the bread and the pass-

ing of the cup."

On motion this query was ordered to be placed on the Minutes

and deferred for one year.

17. Will District Meeting, of middle Indiana, ask Annual

Meeting to (1st) require the clerks of the several State districts

to furnish the writing clerk of Animal Meeting a copy of the

minutes of District Meeting, with queries marked intended for An-
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nual Meeting? (2d) Said District Meeting minutes shall be sent

to writing clerk of Annual Meeting at least two weeks before An-

nual Meeting. (3d) Requiring the writing clerk of Annual Meet-

ing to furnish a printed list of all the queries for the use of the

delegates representing the several Churches.

Answer: We do so require. Passed Annual Meeting.

18. Inasmuch as the decision of Annual Meeting of 1877, Art

14, respecting the use or non-use of musical instruments, leaves it

optional with Churches in which there is a union of sentiment upon

this subject, thereby causing difficulty in churches, will not this Dis-

trict Meeting petition Annual Meeting to frame a decision where-

by all local churches will be alike restricted or alike permitted in

the possession and use of them?

Answer: We do not see a way to a more direct answer to the

above question than we already 'have on the minutes. Passed.

19. Will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to give scriptural

authority for Ministers who arc not Ordained Elders to anoint the

sick?

Answer: The query was ordered to be placed in the hands of

a Committee of three Brethren, who shall report to next Annual
Meeting.

19h2. The Spring Run Church petitions Annual Meeting,

through District Meeting, to say whether it is right for members to

wear gold spectacles.

Answer: Inasmuch as the wearing of gold is forbidden in the

Gospel, 1 Tim. 2: 9; 1 Pet. 3: 3, we decide that wearing gold in

any way that has an appearance of violating the Gospel shall not

be allowed.

20. We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting,

that one-third of the net proceeds of Annual Meeting be paid to

the Brethren's Book and Tract Work.

Answer: We grant the petition asked for, thus changing the

former decision of Annual Meeting on the disbursement of the sur-

plus funds.

21. Will this District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to

recognize the Bible as the only safe form of government for the.

Church, and that the minutes of Annual Meeting be regarded as

advisory only, and not mandatory?

Answer: We decide that Art. 4, 1883, settles this question as

the best we can do.
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22. Is it right, according to Gospel principles and decision

of Annual Meeting of 1857, Article 30, for a Brother to hold the

office of township trustee? If not right, what should be done with

a local Church allowing the same?

Answer: We decide that Brethren should not ask or electioneer

for civil office, or attend nominating conventions, hut if they are

elected without such efforts and the office is imposed upon them,

they may, with the consent of their respective churches, serve,

when so doing will not compromise any Gospel principles; and,

further, we strongly advise Brethren to keep out of politics alto-

gether.

23. Is it according to the Gospel and the practice of the

Church for a brother to go to law with unbelievers, in any case, to

compel the payment of money, and how far may a Brother go in

that direction? Is it right according to 1 Cor. 6: 1-7 for Brothers

to go to law with unbelievers, in any case, before a worldly judg-

ment seat? If not right, what shall we do with members who will

do so?

Answer: No member is allowed to go to law without first

consulting and obtaining the consent of the Church. .

24. May our Brethren rent out our meeting-houses to other

religious assemblies (not of the Brethren) or to the ' Good Tem-

perance " for use? Please give us the Scripture with your answer

to question so far possible.

Answer: We cannot rent our meeting houses to any who do

not bring the doctrine of the Gospel as understood by our Broth-

erhood. 2 John 10, 11.

25. Is it allowable for members in the Church to marry a so-

called believing person not member of the Brethren Church? Is it

allowable for members in the Church to marry an altogether un-

godly person (with the exception that the betrothal is not made)

before he or she (the member of the Church) was a member in

the Church? If not allowable, what shall we do with members

who will do that?

Answer: The practice of the Brethren in America is to allow

members to marry others than members of the Church; but we
advise members against marrying unbelievers.

26. We recommend that the General Missionary Committee be

authorized to employ one or more General traveling Secretaries,

whose duty it shall be to preach Missionary sermons, solicit be-

quests, endowments and donations; and to perform such other

duties as may be assigned him by the General Committee.
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27. Whereas the Annual Meeting has decided that no Brother

shall serve on the Standing Committee or fill an office with more
than two years out of four, this Standing committee unanimously
decides that the term of service shall be counted from the time

the brother begins to serve.

REPORTS.
1. Minute Account for 1890.

Expenses for 20,000 copies (printing, postage, mail-
ing, etc.) $299 20

18.444 copies at two cents, $368 88
Tash 348 72

Outstanding Accounts, . 2 16

Surplus cash on hand, $119 52

Outstanding Accounts, 20 16

Total surplus, . $139 68

J. G. Royer,

Writing Clerk Annual Meeting for 1890.

On motion the Surplus was ordered to be paid to the General

Treasurer of the Annual Meeting.

2. Report of Committee on Church Property.

In pursuance of the instruction of Annual Meeting of 1890,

see Minutes, page 15, as follows:

' The Committee was instructed to correct their papers by
using the name German Baptist Brethren Church, instead of Ger-

man Baptist or Brethren Church, w
the Committee offers the fol-

lowing resolution for adoption:

At the General Conference of the German Baptist Brethren

Church, held at Hagerstown, Md., on the 4th day of June, 1891,

the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That there is an error in the name of the Trustees

of the General Conference of the German Baptist Brethren Church,

as incorporated under the provisions of sections 1998 and 1999 of

Revised Statutes of Wisconsin, of 1878,

That the certificate of authorization and articles of incorpora-

tion containing said error were duly filed in the office of the Sec-

retary of State of the State of Wisconsin, on August 9, 1889, in

Vol. 4, Wisconsin Record, pp. 318-320,

That said corporate name of Trustees be hereby corrected in

the aforesaid certificate of authorization of Articles of Incorpora-

tion, by striking out the word M
or," wherever the same occurs



1891] the Church of the Brethren 543

therein, between the words "Baptist" and "Brethren," leaving

u Trustees of the General Conference of the German Baptist Breth-

ren Church," as their corporate name.

State of Maryland, )

V s s
County of Washington.

\

We, the undersigned, Moderator and Secretary of the General

Conference of the German Baptist Brethren Church, do hereby

certify that the foregoing amendment to the Certificate of Author-

ity and Article of Incorporation was duly and unanimously adopted

at the said conference, by an affirmative vote thereof. In witness

whereof we have hereunto set our hands this 4th day of June, 1891.

Daniel Vaniman, Moderator; D. L. Miller, Secretary.

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee

to the Annual Meeting Held at Hagerstown, Maryland,

June 2 to 5, 1891.

The General Church Erection and Missionary Committee sub-

mits the following report of the work which, under the blessing

of God, they have been enabled to carry on during the year end-

ing with April 7, 1891.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Our brethren in the foreign held have labored zealously and

not in vain. During the year 726 sermons were preached and nine-

teen were added to the Church. The Churches have two Elders,

four Ministers in the second degree, three in the first, eight dea-

cons, and a total membership of 139. The congregations are as

follows:

Denmark.—In Hjorring and Sindal there are fifty-two members,

one being an elder, one a minister in the second degree, two in

the first, and three deacons. Seventy-two sermons were preached;

three were baptized, and two expelled. In Hordum there are

twenty-two members. Within the yea* one emigrated to America,

one died, and one left the Church, They have one minister,

Christian Hansen, in the second degree, wdio held 262 meetings dur-

ing the year, and two deacons.

Sweden.—The Church in Sweden and the congregation in

Copenhagen, Denmark, are under the care of Elder John Olsson,

Wanneberga, Winslof, Sweden. The two congregations have a

membership of sixty-five; their officers consist in one elder, two

ministers in the second degree, one in the first, and three dea-

cons. During the year 492 meetings were held, 319 of which were
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held by the elder. Sixteen were received by baptism and five ex-

pelled.

Home Mission Work by the General Missionary Committee.

Texas.—This is one of our oldest mission points and is becom-

ing well established. Four organized churches are in the State and

located in the following counties: Nocona congregation in Mont-
ague, William's Creek in Cook, Live Oak in Parker, and Pleasant

Valley in Clay. Besides these the brethren are maintaining at

least six regular mission stations. In the State alone there are 95

members, and including those living in Cimarron Valley and Owen's

Prairie churches in Indian Territory, the total is 143. During the

year 13 were received by baptism, 22 by letter, 4 moved away, and

2 were disowned. They have 2 elders, 5 ministers in the first and

second degrees, and 10 deacons. That the members appreciate the

blessing of having the Gospel sent to them may be seen in the

fact that this 3
rear they contributed to the General Mission Fund

at the average rate of 65 cents per member.

At the last meeting of the Southern District of Kansas, Texas

and the southern part of Indian Territory were set off into a dis-

trict to themselves. They will now organize and appoint a district

missionary committee, through which the General Committee can

act; and as local committees can work to a better advantage, we
now bespeak a still brighter future for the State.

Idaho and Washington.—Elder Sidney Hodgden and wife

have been laboring in this field since last fall. Brother Hodgden

reports that the church at Moscow is now in good working order,

and the outlook for an ingathering is encouraging. Four were re-

reived by letter. Their membership numbers 38, 2 of which are-

ministers and 3 deacons. Several points in Washington are con-

tinued as mission stations.

Louisiana.—Bro. Suter, of Esterly, having made a liberal offer

to help establish the work there, the committee accepted his propo-

sition and located Elder S. A. Honberger at that point, Upon

his arrival last February, Bro. Honberger began a series of meet-

ings, the immediate results of which were 4 applicants for baptism.

There are now 17 members living at this place.

Kentucky.—Is still in Elder I. J. Rosenberger's charge. In

June, 1890, he held about 15 meetings near Hodgdenville and bap-

tized 7. In October, in company with his wife and Bro. Geo. W.

Myers and wife, he returned, held 25 meetings and 1 lovefeast, and

baptized 6 more. The outlook is bright; yet the great need is a res-

ident minister,
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Canada.—In the first part of last year Elder John W. Metzger

spent about four weeks laboring among the brethren in this held,

holding 13 meetings and baptizing 1. Later, Elder I. J. Rosen-

berger, assisted by Elders Jesse Stutzman and J. W. Metzger,

preached a number of sermons, held two communion meetings and

baptized 2. Here, too, a minister is greatly needed.

Among the Scandinavians in Western part of the United States,

—Brother Hope continued his work in Nebraska and Colorado as

he had begun it last year. On account of the famine, not so much

was accomplished; yet many received the Word with gladness.

The totals are not given, because the minutes of all the Dis-

trict Meetings were not received, or the published reports of the

District Missionary Committees were not sufficiently complete. The

General Committee believes that such tabular information will be

of value in showing the progress of the work at home, and urges

that each District Committee report at the close of each year to

its District Meeting, and to the secretary of the General Commit-

tee, at least the necessary information for the above table.

Assistance to State Districts.

Second District of Virginia, $100 00

Northwestern Kansas and Colorado, 250 00

Eastern Pennsylvania, 50 00

Middle Iowa, 150 00

Oregon, • 500 00

District of California 50 00

Middle Missouri, 15

Northern Iowa, • • 25 00

Nebraska, 360 00

Tennessee, - • • 150 00

Meeting Houses.—Donations,

Chicago, Illinois, $500 00

Cedar Creek, Southern Kansas, 100 00

Ashe Co., North Carolina, . 125

New Brunswick, Southern Indiana, 20 00

Wicklow, West Virginia, 75 00

Northwest Iowa, 100 00

Meeting Houses.

—

Loans.

Cedar Creek, Southern Kansas, $300 00

Knox Co., Tennessee, 100 00

Summary.
State Districts assisted, 10

Meeting Houses provided for, 7

Loans to Meeting Houses, 2

Members received by baptism, 52

Money Received and Expended.
April 8, 1890, Balance on Hand, $ 2,5S4 61

35



w

t
O
o
o

• t-H

in
+->

•rl

Q

u
o

o
CO
CO

6
o
X

'S] uiod
uoissiui -q^i

*p8Zrp:Ii;q -Q^l

p|Bd

•l.JTJ'lSTp

&m ui "pesiBH

"pjBOq I13J9U9S
Jiq p9}BtiOQ

J139A IO Suitlllli?
-aq *;i3 puuq up

to
+j
o

•1—1

Pi
+->

w
•pi

• m
to cd
cd 6 CD

03 Sh .

iHQQ h CD

H cd

M 03

* f-i r-HI
f-H

CD 0) Cd ^Eh

£ 5

PQ

PLij

03

go
go

o
pq

Hj

GO

Cd

CL'

u
EH

C
•pi

be
_

I
—

I

n

QQ

00

£3
CD

pH

32

s
,d
03

pq

m

e
cd

m •

. 0$
G CD M

CO

cd
-",

'

- HI a
ffiH g a)

Eh
QQ

S S S? s"po2§^
•pi "T1

fcj OOtPo

<* < r/5[> f> Ctt
I

cj

03

QQ

pC
60
•pi

a)

QQ

&
O
p:

00
to—

tO c-
Ol M

o o
IO©

CM
€p>

• o
• fr-

ee IO
co c>

: i

m-

cd cd

ri

f cd

GQi

LO' '00'

OOHHM
M rH rH r-

<

'CO
OS

CM
CN

O CM LO OO
'DO CO CM >* CO

tP O 'DO 'CM T*
rH^ fr-O rf<

CM CO rH rH

CO
00

• rH "* LO 'DC' too co oo so o
O Ci r-H fr- IO

> tO rH SO "^ fr-

CM CM r-H rH

r-t • "*
CO • to

fr-

oo • o
LO O • LO
r-H CN • rH

en
'CO

rt

M

OH
•rH
l—H

cd

C to
- x -

'

cupQ
pi CD .

tj £

13

pj

O

to

M-pi

cd
-1

'

k> o
ph bq

sd c
cd pi

03 QJ

lo • to

QQ

cd

0)
f-

pi"

03

O

pq

6
co

00 io

0C*ti(M
rH

•'7-1 -^
CM

fr- fr- O © -*
LO to uo -<t CO

LO tO ^T—i i#
to toO 00^

C-1 rH IO' rH CTi

00 LO' LO i* rH'

00' CO OS CO CO
00 CD i-H CO rH
CO rH Cxi CM CM

fr- CJ3 LO fr-

LO O !X5_M
HOCCiN
CO O tO t-1

o 't lo o
en m m o
"* LO LO' CO
Oj CD cq Hr<

tO CO LO O
OS LO' fr- O
CM 00 QO "xH

CO rH CM LO'

CM

CO <M rH fr-

O i—i co co

tJ* CM -rf CM
OO LO' CI

IO'

CM

OO

1

to

OO
CM

•ph- as ;
• • -

^ c

O K> >. — pi r-1, " rpl, _i -n

•p3^tf
L

J o

DQ CO 2
•n mH M

tfi 2 9 :_^ 2 S
uo -

2«ih O

X' r u—-

cd rt-p^

^ C cd

S F ^
r* [> p-i

CO

cd
rj

-

cyj

cd

Or
JH

Ld ? H
C ti

h v
rt

h
03 ^;

cd

cd

QQ

QQ

iH
CM

O
CM

CO'

•CM

fr-

00'

LO

LO'

fr-

o

o o o
' O O LO

cd

>>i cd w h "-;

r*) >j QQ T1 y k„ 9
to a » rj re
r^H i_' |

i—V -r-H J^ p-f «.

- C o « wh t> p •-; cd
<

'-' , m ^h l> :

'

kcD&g^ K

^ ;
J

5h pi pi ph f^ ^ cd pi rrj G H C H * t! L bf' :; -

03 © ^ o> CD « © <D CD <P t* CD 0) hfl fe m £ £ S »® m -S fe «

rrH. i rrt r» Lj ^ t, m' e_ f - _ *T3 Hi . If} .^ n* ~ —

i

rJ^'rJH^rJy^rrjU^a

B&iSfc\iro^

CO
HH
LO



1891] the Church of the Brethren

July 1, 1890, Received from Secretary Mission Board, . . .

October 7, 1890, Received from Secretary Mission Board,
January 6, 1891, Received from Secretary Mission Board,
April 7, 1891, Received from Secretary Mission Board, ,

Expenditures.

April rr

i
,

April 7,

April 1—f

April it

April
April rr

t .

April i

,

April

April rr

April H1

April 7,

April
1

1

April rr

ii

Home Mission Work
Foreign Mission Work,
Donation for Building- Meeting- House,
Loans for Building Meeting House, .

Assistance to State Districts,

Real Estate, .

Transferred to Endowment Fund, ....

Galen B. Royer, Secretary,
Printing Reports and Circulars, ......
Stationery and Stamps,
Traveling Expenses of Committee, ....

Taxes on Real Estate,
Roan,
Balance on Hand,

$ 1,480 05

1,328 72

1,907 40

2,911 52

$10,212 30

1,205 6 5

2,432 35

1,100 00

400 00

1,785 00

786 00

477

150

44

o i

2 8

15

i
i o o

748

00

95

85

99

14

89

Total $10,212 30

Endowment Fund.

Interest-Bearing Notes .$32,790
Non-interest-Bearing Notes, 14,285
Bequests Estimated, 10,000
Cash 5,125

Total, $62,200

Amount Given by States and Territories.

Illinois, ....

Ohio,

Pennsylvania
Minnesota, .

Indiana,

Iowa,
Kansas,
Missouri, . .

Maryland, . .

California,

Virginia,

Texas, ....

Nebraska, . .

Florida
Kentucky,
West Virginia
Denmark and

Total,

weden

. . .$1 ,626 63 Tennessee, $ 18 45
811 01

48

Michigan 15

14

25

678 Washington, 2 5

52 5 Oregon, 12 80

493 30

43

51

Idaho 6

5

5

00

260 Wisconsin 50

216 Ontario, Canada, 00
185 76

75

10

New Jersev, 3
n

2

o

154 Utah
127 North Dakota, 00
77 60

87

84

Colorado,

110

75

6 ! Arkansas 25
28 Children's Mission, .... 00
27 62 restates, 758 50
27 50 Surplus of A. M. 18 90, 138 60
2 7 15 Sundry, 507 35
21 44

$7 ,052 69
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Amount of loans, etc., $ 5 75 00

Total cash received, $7,627 69

Surplus of Annual Meeting- Minutes) of IS 89 re-

ceived too late for above report, $ 32 45

After making due allowance for irregular contributions ill

both years, the receipts this year stand about the same as last

year. The famine in the West called forth from the brethren and

friends a fund of $14,404.19, which passed through the hands of the

committee appointed by Northern District of Illinois, besides what

was sent through other channels. This and the general shortage in

crops, we believe, is the reason there is no great increase in con-

tributions this year.

But the Relief Fund, if properly followed, will do effectual

missionary work. There is another point to which attention is

called. If last year, with short crops, the Brotherhood could raise

over $7,000 for the General Mission Fund, and about $15,000 for

relieving the sufferers, can we not this year, if the promise of

abundance continues, raise $22,000 towards the spreading of the

Gospel?

Again, the Brotherhood on the average contributed for this

year 11 2-3c. per member. According to the late census Minnesota,

California, Texas, Florida, Kentucky and Washington are the only

States which come up to, or go beyond, the amount, one cent a

week per member, recommended by Annual Conference.

Of these California, Texas and Florida are on the frontier,

have organized Churches to keep up, and much home work to

do.

Yet, in all these observations the Committee sees an encoura-

ging growth in sentiment in favor of the mission work; and, trust-

ing in God and his Word, they are hopeful that the little leaven

now working will continue to work until all nations will have heard

the " glad tidings of great joy."

Daniel Vaniman, Foreman; D. L. Miller, Treasurer; Galen B.

Royer, Secretary.

We, your Committee appointed to audit the b >oks of the

Treasurer and the Secretary of the General Church Erection and

Missionary Committee, find them to be correct.

Signed: I. J. Roscnberger, Levi Mohlcr, J. S. Kims.

"Brethren's Book and Tract Work." 6th Annual Report,

Ending May 1, 1891.

Cash balance on hand from last year, .$ 1,067 76

Cash contributed by local Churches 516 76

Cash contributed by individuals, 311 48
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charts,

Cash collection, Tabernacle, Pertle Springs, ,.$ 74 89

Cash from sales of tracts

Cash from sales of Gol. Gl'ms and P. O
Cash from sales of bibles and books, .

Cash from interest on endowments, .

Cash from new memberships, .......

Cash from paid endowments,
Cash from paid loans, • • • *

135 86

94 09

547 82

930 29

108 90

812 20

520 00

Cash from all sources, . . .

Outstanding accounts,
Endowment fund,

$ 5,120 05

421 57

45,412 43

Grand total, . . . $50,95 4 5

Expense Account.

Examining Committee, R. R. fare and board, . .

Executive Committee, R. R. fare and board, . .

Attorneys' fees, etc., for legislation and incor-

poration,

Stamps and transportation charges
Sund. articles, boxes, paper, cording, stove, let-

ter pr's, etc.,

Bibles and books purchased,
Printing

Agt's services, and exp's solicitg. and distrib.

tracts, etc.,

Secretary, including room rent, fuel, light, etc,

Foreman,

Balance,
Amt. carried forward,

Less outstanding accounts,

Endowments—interest bearing
Endowments—non-interest bearing,

Endowments paid and loaned out,

Cash balance on hand, ..'.,$ 509 11

Summary.

Cash balance on hand, $ 509 11

Outstanding accounts, 421 5 7

Endowment fund, 45,412 43

206 25

324 56

101 00

84 00

8

$ 55 75

53 85

i i 20

169 92

4 6 9 6

744 05
6'5 6 58

866 63

4

.;
(] $ 3,170 94

$47,783 U
§47,783 11

421 5 7

30,367 43

15.045 00

1,440 00 $47,274 00

823 Gol. Gleams and Passover charts,

63 9 Bibles and books, .

79,000 Tracts,

9,000 Pamphlets,
Iron safe, stationery and office fixtures,

Present worth,

Worth last year,

;47,13 8 9 2

32,654 13

Increase, $14,484 79
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Number of Publications Sold and Distributed During the Year.

Bible, books and Gleams . 808

Tracts—all kinds, 2 22,700

Total number for the year 223,508

SAMUEL BOCK, Secretary and Treasurer,

Dayton, Ohio.

Explanation.—The sum of contributions from all sources is

nearly the same as last year. The largest portion donated by the

local churches is from the States of Illinois and Ohio. The re-

maining portion from Pennsylvania, Indiana, Iowa, Virginia, Kan-

sas, California, Missouri and Maryland, and in the order named.

The churches in a number of the States have omitted to record

themselves in this list the past year. The sales show a small in-

crease.

The sum of expenses is $955 higher than they were last year,

nearly one-half of which was expended in canvassing for endow-

ments, and an increase to that fund of over $14,000 has been se-

cured. Of this sum nearly $13,500 bears interest, and by which the

cash receipts from that source will be increased about $800 the

coming year. Of the remainder of this excess about $400 was ex-

pended distributing tracts—mostly in Nebraska, Tennessee and Vir-

ginia—including some extra expenses at Lincoln, Xebr., by Bro. L.

H. Eby, wdio located there and preached the Word, and otherwise

labored to build up the cause at that point.

The increase of postage and charges for transportation of print-

ed matter is due to the face that we last year required postage on
tracts otherwise sent free whilst this year none was called for, and

the goods forwarded by mail or express at the expense of the in-

stitution.

The sum contributed by the local churches has not met the ex-

pectations of the committee. The figures show a slight decrease.

Out of over " six hundred " organized churches in America less

than one hundred and twenty-five have, as such, contributed to

the "work" last year. Deducting the value of tracts and other

publications sent to churches, equal in amount to one-half the sum
contributed, leaves the actual sum of donations small from this

source.

Now, in order to more fully meet the design and growing re-

quirements of the.
u work," the committee in charge of it make a

prayerful appeal to each and ever}r Bishop and other overseer of

local churches throughout the entire Brotherhood to timely place
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this matter before their respective congregations, appoint solicitors

to canvass, and otherwise secure contributions as opportunity may
present. If this be done, as it should be and we trust will, and

each one of the congregations not yet enrolled in this list will

contribute but a small sum, the aggregate will be more than

doubled the coming year. Let the spirit of the Gospel have free

exercise everywhere and among all, and the most implicit trust,

prayer and liberality of all engaged will be blessed and answered

of the Lord and the cause prospered.
tl We, your committee appointed to audit report of Book and

Tract Committee, certify said report to be correct.

J. G. Royer,

I. D. Parker,

H. C. Early."

Report of committee to Huntingdon school:

We, the undersigned committee, appointed by last Annual

Meeting to watch over the moral influences of the Huntingdon

school, respectfully submit the following:

An appointment was made for the committee to visit the school

in a body on the 16th clay of December, 1890.

Bro. Holsinger, through some delay in the mail, failed to get

the notice and was not present. Bro. Brumbaugh, being sick and

unable to attend, sent Bro. Thomas Maddocks as a substitute.

Due notice of our visit was given and the working body of

the trustees and all of the faculty met us in council. They received

us most kindly, and after devotional exercises our mission was

stated and all expressed themselves heartily in sympathy with the

object of our mission, having no other motive in view than the

good of the Church and the welfare of the young people com-

mitted to their care.

Making due allowance for the peculiar circumstances under

which an institution of this kind is placed, we have nothing to

censure, but much to commend, believing it is doing a good work

for the Church. We commend the school to the sympathy and sup-

port of the Brotherhood.

As the work of watching over the school requires an outlay

of time and money which we have not at our command, our work

will, of course, be imperfectly done.

Jas. A. Sell, Thos. B. Maddocks, Committee.

Report of Committee on Mt. Morris College.

We, the Advisory Committee appointed by Annual Meeting to

examine the moral and religious i-nterests of the Brethren's School
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at Mt. Morris, 111., report as follows: The entire committee visited

the school once since their appointment. We were welcomed by

the faculty and students and received with Christian courtesy.

We stated the object of our visit and the relation we sustain

to this body and the school. We held forth the usages of our

church as decided by Annual Meeting and urged the necessity and

propriety of their observance, referring to the influence for good

they would wield upon our beloved fraternity, if adhered to and

practiced in the schools.

Good regulations seemed to prevail in the school. With but

little exception we found the faculty and students in the general

order of the Brotherhood and a disposition on the part of the

President and teachers to endeavor to obtain still further improve-

ments in the moral and religious interests of the school.
.

George D. Z oilers,

Edmund Forney,

David Eby.

Report of Committee to McPherson College, Kansas.

We, the Committee appointed by Annual Meeting of 1890 to

visit McPherson College, Kansas, submit the following; While

different members of the Committee made a number of visits to the

School during the year as individuals, the Committee, as a whole,

visited the school in the month of January. We are happy to state

that both the attendance and the work done come up to all that

can reasonably be expected, considering the age and facilities of

the School. As to the moral and religious influence exerted, we

wish to say that while there is room for improvement we found

much to commend. The unanimity existing among the members

of the faculty and board of managers, together with a desire to

labor in harmony with the General Brotherhood, are commendable

features of the work; and while there are here, as in all congre-

gations of the Brotherhood, individual cases that need help and

sympathy of all, we, as your Committee, feel much encouraged with

the outlook, and pray that the Lord may continue to prosper the

work and make it a greater power for good.

Enoch Eby,

J. D. Trostle. .

Committees Appointed by Annual Meeting.

1. The Cooks Creek and Beaver Creek Churches, 2d District

of Virginia: S. R. Zug, Pennsylvania; E. W. Stoner, Maryland;

Wm. Howe, Pennsylvania.



1891
j

the Church of the Brethren 553

2. The Welsh Run Church, Western Maryland: Isaac Long,

Virginia; S. H. Myer, Virginia; Wm, Howe, Pennsylvania.

3. Midland Church, 2d District of Virginia: S. R. Zug, Penn-

sylvania; E. W. Stoner, Maryland; Wm. Howe, Pa.

4. East Dayton Church, Southern District Ohio: R. H. Miller,

Jacob Rife, Levi H, Dickey.

5. Committee for the California School: J. S. Flory, Enoch

Eby, J. W. Metzger.

On New Testament Notes: R. II. Miller, James M. Neff.

7. Committee on German Hymn Book: S. R. Zug, J. H.

Longanecker, Jacob Aldinger.

8. Tract Work Committee: S. W. Hoover, S. D. Royer, were

appointed.

9. Committee to take charge of the question of anointing the

sick: W. Deeter, D. C Flory, J. B. Pence.

10. General Missionary Committee to serve three years: Jacob

Miller, Franklin, Illinois.

11. On Tract Examining Committee: Lewis W. Teeter, of

Indiana.

12. Committee to the Nettle Creek Church, Southern. Indiana:

R. H. Miller, M. J. McClure, John Smith, Jesse Stutzman, D. L.

Miller.

The term of service on the School Committees was arranged

as follows:

13. Bridgewater, Va.: Isaac Long, 1 year; Daniel Hays, 2

years; Daniel Miller, 3 years.

14. Huntingdon, Pa.: James A. Sell, 1 year; J. W. Brumbaugh,

2 years; J. S. Holsinger, 3 years.

15. Mt. Morris, 111.: Geo. D. Zollers, 1 year; Edward Forney,

2 years; David Eby, 3 years.

16. McPhcrson, Ivans.: Enoch Eby, 1 year; John Forney, 2

years; J. D. Trostle, 3 years.

17. Lordsburg, Gal-: J. W. Metzger, 1 year; Enoch Eby, 2

years; J. S. Flory, 3 years.

The Moderator and Elder Enoch Eby were instructed to send

a letter of greeting to the Churches in Sweden and Denmark.

Calls for Annual Meeting:

California for 1894.

N orthea stern K an sa s

.

Southern Indiana.

Middle Iowa.

The call from the Middle District of Iowa was granted, and
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the next Conference will be held, the Lord willing, with the breth-

ren in the Middle District of Iowa.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that this meeting tender its thanks:

1. To the Committee of Arrangements for their suitable

grounds and buildings; for their kindness and courtesy in providing

for the comforts and wants of their guests during this Annual

Meeting.

2. To the citizens of Hagerstown and vicinity for their kind-

ness and respect in opening their homes to our brethren and

friends.

3. To the various religious denominations of this city for the

privileges accorded our brethren in their places of worship.

4. To the various railroad companies for granting our breth-

ren and friends greatly reduced rates of fare and ample provision

for the wants and comforts of our people.

5. We sincerely thank the good Lord for all these mercies and

blessings.

Standing Committee for 1891.

M. M. Bashore, Thomas D. Lyon, Wm. Hertzler,

Daniel Vaniman, D. L. Miller, Jeremiah Beughley,

John Ikenberry, Isaiah Rairigh, E. A. Brunner,

J. S. Mohler, J. H. Miller, D. R. Saylor,

John Gable, Jacob Rife, D. J. Miller,

John Zuck, R. H. Miller, John C. Frantz,

John Early, John Smith, [saac Long,

J. E. Ellenberger, John C. Whitmore, S. H. Myers,
Jacob C. Whitmore, George Worst, Jonas Graybill,

Samuel Click, J. C. Johnson, Geo. C. Bowman,
M. J. McClure, J. F. Oiler,

Enoch Eby.

Daniel Vaniman, Moderator; M. J. McClure, Reading Clerk;

D. L. Miller, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1892.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

The Standing Committee organized by electing Daniel Vani-

man, of Kansas, Moderator; M. J. McClure, of Illinois, Reading
Clerk, and D. L. Miller, of Illinois, Writing Clerk.
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The General Conference was opened at 9 A. M., Tuesday,

June 7, by the usual devotional exercises.

Unfinished Business.

1. Revision of Hymn Book and Hymnal.

In the year 1888 there was a petition sent to the Annual Meet-

ing, asking for a revision of our Hymn Book and Hymnal. This

petition was deferred until the Annual Meeting of 1890, when it

wras again taken up and submitted to us, with instructions to re-

port at the Meeting of 1891.

Having carefully and prayerfully considered the work entrust-

ed to us, we now7 beg to submit the following report:

(1) We do not sec the way clear for either diminishing the

size, or improving the character, of our Hymn Book and Hymnal
sufficiently to answer the various wants of our growing Brother-

hood.

(2) We, therefore, recommend that the Brotherhood have

prepared and published another book, to be known as " The Breth-

ren's Song Book."

(3) This book to contain, not to exceed, 500 hymns, about 300

of which are to be selected from our present Hymn Book, and the

remainder from other sources.

(4) The sentiment of the hymns to be in harmony with our

faith and practice and suited to the wants of the Brotherhood for

public worship, Sunday schools, council meetings, revival work,

missionary fields and family worship.

(5) The arrangement of the hymns to be miscellaneous

throughout the book, and numbered consecutively from first to

last. Hymns from our present book to also have old number
printed in brackets.

(6) The first one hundred and fifty hymns, or thereabouts, to

be selected, especially for use in the missionary, revival and Sun-

day-school work, so that the plates may be used in printing a small

book for use on the mission fields and in Sunday schools, if so

desired. This book is to be known as the Brethren's Song Book,

Part 1.

(7) The book to be printed in character notes, but no dupli-

cate of tunes to be used.

(8) Several hymns may be arranged under one tune, provided

they are on either the page with the music, or on the one facing it.

(9) The book to contain also the rudiments of music sufficient

for good, practical use in learning to sing.

(10) The work to be printed with and also without music.
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The book without music to have the same sized page and type as

the Brethren's Hymn Book, to contain good paper and to be sub-

stantially bound in arabesque and morocco, plain.

(11) The book with music to have the same size and shape

page as the Brethren's Hymnal, to contain good paper and to be

substantially bound in board, half leather and morocco,

(12) The Annual Meeting shall appoint a competent" brother

to superintend the compilation of said book, with four other well-

qualified brethren residing in different parts of the Brotherhood

to assist in the compilation.

(13) The Meeting shall also appoint a competent brother, well

versed in the science of music, to superintend the selection and

arranging of the music, with four other well- qualified brethren,

"residing in different parts of the Brotherhood, to assist him in this

part of the work.

(14) To aid them in their work the compilers of the hymns

are to call through the Messenger for each member who feels an

interest in the work to send a list of such hymns as they desire to

have in the new book.

(15) To aid them in selecting music, well suited to all parts

of the Brotherhood, the compilers of the music are also to make a

similar call for selections of tunes for the new book.

(16) The book without music is to contain two indexes; (a)

A general index, giving the first line of each hymn alphabetically

arranged. (b) The subject index, giving the first line of each

hymn arranged under subjects, such as Opening Hymns, Closing

Hymns, Sunday-school Hymns, Missionary Hymns, Funeral

Hymns, etc.

(17) The book with music is to contain the same index, with

an addition of an index of the music.

(18) When completed, the books are to be published by the

Brethren's Publishing Co., who are to pay all expenses for com-

pilation and copyright.

The report was adopted.

2. Elders Anointing the Sick.

Will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to give Scriptural

authority for ministers who are not ordained elders to anoint, the

sick?

Answer: The query was ordered to be placed in the hands
of 3 committee of three brethren, who shall report to next Annual
Meeting. Committee, W. R. Deeter, D. C. Flory, J. B. Pence.

The Committee reports that it is not prepared to report, and

on motion the Committee was continued and requested to report

at next Annual Meeting.
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QUERIES.

I.

Will this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to say wheth-

er the Brethren still hold the doctrine of avoidance, as heretofore?

(See Classified Minutes, pp. 233 to 239.)

Answer: We do.

2.

Will not District Meeting request Annual Meeting to instruct

the Clerk to index the Minutes of Annual Meeting., so they may

be more conveniently referred to?

Answer: Passed Annual Meeting.

3.

(1) Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has decided that it is

not right for a brother to be engaged in taking likenesses (see

Classified Minutes, page 295), how shall the church proceed with

a brother who is engaged in that business, and will not stop when

admonished to do so?

(2) Inasmuch as the decisions of Annual Meeting in refer-

ence to the taking of likenesses are so generally disregarded, we

ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to say what shall

be done.

On motion both queries were deferred.

4.

What is the proper order for restoring deposed officers of the

church? Should they be received into office by hand and kiss as

when first elected, or is a simple statement by the elders, after

obtaining the consent of the church for their restoration, sufficient?

Answer: Inasmuch as we have no form on our Minutes as

to restoring officers, we now decide, in order to have a uniform

practice, that we have the members come privately before disin-

terested elders and give their consent and the officers be received

by hand and kiss.

5.

Inasmuch as secrecy is so great a hindrance to us as a church,

we therefore petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting

to adopt some plan whereby the debate, held in Miami County,

Ohio, in September, 1869, between Eld. James Quinter and Rev.

McKinney on Freemasonry may be published, so that the public

can have access to it.

Answer: Referred to Book and Tract Committee.

6.

Inasmuch as we look upon the use of unfermented wine at the
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time of our Communion services to be in harmony with our Gos-

pel principles of temperance,

Therefore we, the Brethren of the Black River church, Mich.,

petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting that the An-

nual Meeting of 1892 recommend its use.

Answer: The District Meeting of Michigan concurs with the
above and asks Annual Meeting to so recommend.

Answer by Annual Meeting: Inasmuch as we use unleavened
bread in the Communion, we recommend our churches to use un-
fermented wine.

7.

Is it right for ministers who will not serve and worship with

their own church at home, to go out to other churches and hold

meetings ?

Answer: No; and adjoining elders shall set things in order.

Passed by Annual Meeting.

8.

We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to ad-

vise all our members not to attend the World's Fair at Chicago.

Answer: Petition granted.

9.

We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to pass a

decision for brethren to ask applicants for baptism, where they

are not known to the brethren, whether they have any other com-

panion living or not, to avoid future trouble in the church in

cases of this kind.

Answer: We decide that it is proper to do so.

10.

On recommendation of the General Missionary Committee

it was decided to send an elder to Denmark once every three years

and that his wife shall accompany him if possible.

Passed Annual Meeting.

11.

We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

devise some way by which brethren may be relieved from the min-

istry or eldership when the church is fully satisfied that their la-

bors are not to edification.

A committee of three appointed by Annual Meeting to report
a plan to the next Conference were John Wise, Enoch Eby, Dan-
iel Vaniman.
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12.

Three queries referring to the publication of tracts were re-

ferred to a committee and the following- report was submitted and
adopted:

We, the Committee to whom were referred the papers on pub-
lication of tracts, report as follows:

(a) The Brethren's Publishing- Company do not charge an
unreasonable price for publishing our tracts.

(b) We recommend that the Book and Tract Committee in-

vite competitive bids for the printing of tracts from responsible
m;

i
w i;

I

\-r -uabliMicd | .ui b] i bhe r s.

Enoch Eby,
W. R. Deeter,
L. W. Teeter.

13.

We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to plainly

define the duties of the visiting elders, who visit the colleges or

schools of the Brethren, in making their visits to said schools.

Can their report at Annual Meeting be objected to or criticised

before the Annual Meeting or not?

Answer: Sent to Annual Meeting.

Referred to a committee and the following report was sub-

mitted and adopted.

Your Committee report as follows:

1. That no report of the schools be required at this meeting.
2. That each advisory board submit to US in writing such

suggestions as in their judgment would aid them in their relation to
the school work.

3. That the Principal of each school in like manner formulate
and transmit to us such suggestions as he may deem helpful to
the advisory boards; these suggestions to be placed in our hands
prior to November 15, 1892.

A report will be submitted to next Annual Meeting.

J. C. Lahman,
S. F. Sanger,

J. F. Oiler,

Jesse Stutzman,

J. H. Moore.
14.

Whereas the students of our colleges are allowed to vote
for ministers and some of them are elected to the ministry while
they are only transient members attending school and are allowed
to take an active part in, and vote in all important church work,
which is calculated to undermine the fundamental principles

of our church government; and whereas the election of ministers

has always been regarded as a very solemn and important work
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among us, therefore we petition Annual Meeting through Dis-

trict Meeting to prohibit students at our colleges, who are only

attending school and not permanently located, from voting for min-

isters, or in other important church work. Petition granted by

District Meeting.

Answer: On motion this query was referred to the commit-
tee on the School Advisory Boards with instructions to report
at next Annual Meeting.

15.

Is it right for our members to play such games as cards,

checkers, authors, croquet, etc? Is there more harm in one of

these games than in another, and what is the harm? Is it right

for our members to have these games in their homes to keep

their children from going away from home to seek other amuse-
ments?

This query was referred to a committee. The following re-

port was submitted and adopted by Annual Meeting: We decide
that card playing and like games are unquestionably wrong, and
should not be indulged in by members or allowed in their homes;
and we most earnestly admonish all our members to refrain from
indulging in other games that may seem evil in their tendency,
or give offense to members.

16.

We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to say

whether it is in harmony with the Gospel and the order of the

Brethren, for members to join the Young Men's Christian Asso-

ciation, or Young Men's College Christian Association.

Answer: As the Savior gave us no other organization than the
Christian Church we think it sufficient for all Christian work.

17.

We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to say

which is the proper course to pursue where there are two or more

elders in a congregation, whether one should be appointed to

take the oversight, or whether all should act as overseers.

Answer: We decide that where there is more than one elder
located in a congregation, neither having the oversight, the church
should say who should act as housekeeper.

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee

of the German Baptist Brethren Church to the Annual

Meeting Held at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, June

7th to 10th, 1892.

By the grace of God, the General Church Erection and Mis-

sionary Committee has been enabled, during the year ending
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April 5, 1892, to carry forward that part of the work of the church

placed in their hands, of which the following is a report.

Foreign Missions.

• The results of the work in Denmark and Sweden are such

as to encourage the churches in America as well as in Europe.

Elder Christian Hope spent the last six months of '91 in preach-

ing and building up the cause in both fields. Elder D. L. Miller

and Sister Miller visited all the churches in Denmark and Sweden
without expense to the Committee, and their visit was a means
of much encouragement to the brethren in Europe and a

great aid to the Committee in pushing the work to the best ad-

vantage. During the year 1078 meetings were held, 33 were added

to the church by baptism, and 6 reclaimed, making a total increase

of 39 members. The entire membership is 162, of which 6 are

elders, 5 ministers in the first and second degrees, 11 deacons, and
140 lay-members. The churches are reported as follows:

—

Denmark.—The church in the northern part has 2 elders, 2

ministers in the first degree, 3 deacons, and 49 lay-members. There

were 227 meetings held, 6 baptized, 2 reclaimed, 3 expelled, and

one died. In Thyland there is one minister in the first degree,

3 deacons, and 15 lay-members; 20 meetings were held, 2 were re-

claimed, one emigrated to America, and one died. In Copenhagen,

one elder, one deacon, 19 lay-members; 243 sermons were preached,

3 baptized, 3 reclaimed, 3 expelled, and one emigrated to America.

The entire membership is 96, showing an increase of 22 members
during the year.

Sweden.-—The church in Malmo, Limhamm, Kjeflinge, and

Eslof has 39 members. Of these there are one elder and 3 dea-

cons; 138 meetings were held, 7 were received by baptism, 3

emigrated to America, and 2 were expelled. In the church, in-

cluding Wanneberga, Hor, and Elmhult there is one elder, one

minister in the first degree, one deacon, and 25 lay-members;

343 meetings were held, 15 were baptized, and 2 emigrated to

America. At Lulea, a new point of considerable promise, an elder

has located within the past year and has held 82 meetings. The
entire membership is 66, showing an increase of 17 members dur-

ing the past year.

Home Mission Work by the General Missionary Committee.

Idaho and Washington.—Elder Sidney Hodgden and wife con-

tinued their labor in this field during the year; and the Commit-

tee believes the foundation for strong churches is being laid.

a
6
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One congregation has been organized with a membership of

22, and one minister elected. During the. year Bro. Hodgdcn
held 159 regular meetings, 6 council-meetings, and 2 love-feasts;

3 were received into the church by baptism, and 13 by letter, 9

moved away, and one was disowned. The work is quite promis-

ing. The mission points in Washington are still continued.

Louisiana.—Within the past year Elder James R. Gish visited

the members at Esterly and while there organized them into a

congregation. The labors of Elder S. A. Honberger, the mission-

ary, have been blessed. During the year 104 regular meetings, 4

Council-meetings, and one love-feast were held; 5 were received

by baptism, and 19 by letter; one was lost by death. The Esterly

church is quite hopeful, and under God's blessing they will con-

tinue to grow.

Kentucky.—During the year the Committee have made sev-

eral efforts to locate a missionary in this field but so far have

failed. The care of this point is still in Elder I. J. Rosenberger's

hands. Last spring he visited the members and held 10 meetings

and one council-meeting. One was received into the church by

baptism.

Canada.—The work in this field, as well as in Kentucky, is

greatly retarded on account of having no resident minister. At
the request of Bro. John Metzger he was relieved of his charge

of this field and Elder D. E. Brubaker was appointed in his place.

Bro. Brubaker spent about six weeks visiting and preaching and

held 33 regular meetings. Two were received by baptism.

The report is more complete than last year but the Commit-

tee regrets that full information, as indicated above, was not re-

ceived from all the Districts and hopes that next year all will re-

port in full. Let the District Boards require a report from their

missionaries and then let the Boards report to their respective

District Meetings, with the request to have the desired infor-

mation spread on the Minutes so that the members in 1he Dis-

trict as well as in the General Brotherhood may see the effor f s made,

and the results obtained through God's blessing, and be encour-

aged, or " provoked to good works."

Assistance to State Districts.

Nebraska, t.600 00

Southern Missouri
, 100

Western Maryland , 500 00

Second West Virginia, 100 00

North-western Kansas, 150 00

Texas and Oklahoma, 250 00
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North-western Iowa, ,-j 50
Middle Missouri, 150
Michigan,

, 50

Meeting-houses.—Donations.

Wade's Branch church, North-eastern Kansas,
Irish Grove church, Southern Iowa,
Dorrance church, North-western Kansas

,

Boon River church, Northern Iowa,
Bijou church, Dakota, Northern Iowa,
Powell's Valley Church, Oregon,
Monte Vista church, South-western Kansas
Sterling church, Northern Illinois,

Chippewa church, Wisconsin, Northern Illinois,
,

West Lebanon church, Southern Indiana,
Hillisburg church, Southern Indiana, .

Kewanna church, Middle Indiana
At Wanneberga, Sweden, Europe

$ 100

200
178

175

125

300

200

2

200

]

100

200

1000

Meeting-houses.—Loans.
Wade's Branch church, North-eastern Kansas,
Boon River church, Northern Iowa
Bijou Hills church, Dakota, Northern Iowa, .

Powell's Valley church, Oregon,
Osceola church. Middle Missouri,
Mansfield church, Southern Missouri,
West Lebanon church, Southern Indiana, . . .

Hillisburg church, Southern Indiana
Powell's Valley church lias decided not to bui

has returned the above.

Summary.

$125

175

125

2 00

100

150

1O0

200
Id at present a

00

00

00

00

Q

9

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

Q

nd

State Districts assisted,

Donations for Meeting-houses,
Loans to Meeting-houses,
Members Received by Baptism,

9

13

8

44

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
Receipts.

April 1, Balance on Hand ,

June 17, Received from Secretary of Mission Board,
June 27, Received from Loan, .

Aug. 12, Received from John Olsson on his home, ....
Oct. 6, Received from Secretary Mission Board

1892.

Jan. 6, Received from Secretary Mission Board, . . .

April 5, Received from Secretary Mission Board, . .

,

$ 748 8 7

1,142 94

1,000

81 37

1,436 61

4,174 10

3,678 12

Total, $12,262 01

Expenditures.

Home Mission Work, $ 715 04
Foreign Mission Work^ , » : , 2,672 48
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Donations for Building Meeting-houses .....$

Loans for Building Meeting-houses,
Assistance for State Districts,

C. Hope's Expense to Denmark, and Family Support
Debt on House at Hordum, Denmark,
Transferring Deeds of Meeting-houses in Europe,

Attorney's fee for Counsel on Endowment Notes, . .

Galen B. Royer, Secretary, ,

Tax on Real Estate,

Expense on Endowment Fund,
Printing Reports and Circulars,

Missionary Gospel Messengers, ,

Stationery arid Postage,
Traveling Expenses of Committee
Balance on Hand

Total, $12,262 01

Endowment Fund.

Interest-hearing Notes $33,200 00

Non-interest-bearing Notes 15,5 05 00

Loans of Endowment Fund , 7,445 00

Mt. Morris College Stock (Donated), 200 00

Bequests Estimated at 10,000 00

Cash on Hand 3,488 88

I 3,078 00

1,175 Q

1,950 00

69 7 50

626 75

137 5

50 00

150

13 02
F7

i 60

S8 61

128 10

53 6 5

76 49

642 2 7

Total . . $69,838 88

Increase 7,838 88

Amount Given by States and Territories.

Ohio $1,953 69 Louisiana $ 18 20

Illinois 1,510 90 Tennessee 1785
Pennsylvania 943 74 Kentucky 16 75

Indiana 660 83 Michigan 1635
Iowa 496 58 Ontario, Canada 15 00

Kansas 213 84 New Jersey 12 56

California 204 25 Florida 8 32

Maryland 163 45 Colorado 5 00

Missouri 65 8 Arkansas 3 25

Virginia 48 40 Wisconsin, 2 50

Nebraska, 41 86 Dakota, 1 75

West Virginia 3 7 10 Idaho 175
Minnesota 33 15 Surplus of A. M. of 1891 2,666 63

Texas 26 75 Estates 350 29

Oregon 25 60 Children's Mission .... 48 50

Churches in Europe.... 21 31 Sundries 799 82

Total $10,431 77

Amount of loans, etc .-.< 642 27

Total cash received $11,074 04

To the above surplus of $2,666.63 should be added $540.00
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which came too late to be put into this report, making the total

two-thirds proceeds of Annual Conference for 1891, $3,206.63. The
Tract Work received the other third.

Although the past year was one of plenty there is no especial

mark of it shown in the contributions by States. True, the sum
total is about $2,500.00 greater than last 3

r ear, yet this increase

must be credited to the surplus of our last Annual Meeting. Even
Ohio, which shows an increase of $1,100.00 over last year, must
credit $1,000.00 of that to one liberal-hearted old soldier of the

cross within her borders. However, the Committee feels to thank

God and commend the dear brethren and sisters who have con-

tributed, for what they have given, and prays that through the

influence of the Word and Spirit many will be induced to give

this coming 3
rear who have not done so before. Tn a former

meeting the General Conference recommended that each member
give one cent per week. The Apostle writes, " Give as the Lord

has prospered you,"
4

with a willing heart as unto the Lord."

The Committee realizes that a great work rests upon them;

that of themselves they can do little or nothing; but with the in-

dividual 'support of the members of the church, and the grace of

God, a great and glorious work can be done. The Lord is ever

willing to bestow his favor: hence the progress of this important

work depends upon the church. Therefore let the brethren and

sisters, as one man, assist by speaking, praying, and working for

the cause, and new houses of worship will be built, congregations

will be organized, sinners called home, and God be glorified. Then
" the wilderness, and the solitary place, shall be glad for them;

and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose."

Daniel Vaniman, Foreman.
D. L. Miller, Treasurer.

Galen B. Royer, Secretary.

We, the Committee appointed by Annual Meeting of 1892 to

audit the books of the Missionary Committee for the year 1891-92,

ending March 31, 1892, find the same to be correct. Signed,

John C. Mellinger,

L. If. Eby,

J. S. Kuns.

Annual Report of the Brethren's Book and Tract Work, for the

Year Ending May 1, 1892.

Cash on hand last report $509 11

contributed by local churches. 704 28
*'* contributed by individuals 370 2 5
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Cash collection, Tabernacle, Hagerstown,
from sales of tracts

from sales of Golden Gleams
from sales of Bibles and books
surplus from Annual Meeting
interest from endowments and Lo

from new memberships
from paid endowments

a i i s

.$ L»S 37

142 30

233 9

413 77

1,603 34

1,359 20

850 CO

7 7

Cash from all sources .....'.....

Odd outstanding" accounts
Endowment fund .

Grand total

Expense Account.

Executive Committee,
Examining Committee
Stamps and transposition charges
Passover Charts purchased and goods received back
Fixtures added to office

Bibles and books purchased
Printing
Agents' services and expenses
Secretary—including light, rent and fuel

Foreman *

Total
Balance

Less outstanding accounts $ 451 5

endowment fund, interest bearing 3 6,9 47 3 3

endowment bequests. 16,490 00

endowments paid and loaned out. 1,250 00

surplus loan at interest 1,800 00

Cash balance on hand

Summary.

Cash on hand $ 784
Outstanding accounts 451

Bids receivable 53,437
Golden Gleams on hand. 62

Bibles and books on hand 2 77

Tracts on hand. 118

Pamphlets on hand 33 2

Safe, stationery, office books and fixtures 119

Surplus loan, 1,800

Present worth
Worth last report

Gains for the year, ,

45

5
1 oDO

D U

84

00

5

00

$7,055 02

451 50

53.437 33

$60,9 43 85

$ 5 85

42 75
r> t r 63

o o 5

39 00

397 41

1,106 65

720 2 3

450 C

100 00

$ 3,220 5 7

5 7,723 28

$50,938 83

784 45

$57,383 12

47,138 92

$10,244 20
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Donations by States.

From
Pennsylvania,
Ohio

Church
• ••••••

es.

188

172

139

62

41

24

24

18

17

13

2

44

65

25

25

83

5 3

51

04

5 8

2

00

From Indivi

Pennsylvania
Virginia

du als.

.$ 247

3 6

36

19

9

8

6

9

*7
m

1

1

85

41

linois Ohio 6

Iowa Illinois 58

Indiana Marvland 00

Kansas Iowa 3 5

California . . . . Indiana, ? 5

Missouri Missouri
"W©St Virginia n Q

Virginia West Virginia 00

Florida Minnesota ,

Nebraska
Tennessee

50

25

Number of Publications Sold and Distributed During the Year.

Tracts—all kinds, 432,308

Bibles, books and Gleams, . 1,282

Total number for the year 433,590

Number of Tracts Sent to States from Aug. 1, 1891.

To Pennsylvania
Maryland . . . .

Indiana
Illinois

Ohio
Kansas ......

Missouri
Europe
Iowa .

Nebraska . . .

.

Virginia
California
West Virginia
Arkansas
New York
Colorado

129,540

77,3 60

3 9,607

20,880

16,051

12,820

11,897

10,000

9,118

8,144

8,118

3,850

3,000

1,533

1,200

1,600

To South' Carolina,
Michigan
Ore&on
New Jersey ....

Kentucky
Canada
Florida
Georgia
Indian Territory
Wisconsin
Tennessee
Soutli Dakota . .

Louisiana
Texas
North Carolina .

Idaho
Mississippi

Samuel Bock, Secretary,

Dayton, Ohio.

We, the committee appointed by Annual Meeting to audit

report of the Book and Tract Work, find it to be correct as

as we could ascertain from the report. Signed,

Galen B. Royer,

A. B. Barnhart,

H. E. Light.

950

700

505

50

500

475

450

400

400
4

2

150

I 5

130

100

1

50

the

far
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Report of the Trustees of the General Conference to the Annual

Meeting, Held at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, June 7-10, 1892.

The Trustees of the General Conference submit the follow-

ing report of work clone during the year ending with this An-

nual Meeting:

1. The resolution to amend the corporate name of the board

of trustees as passed at last Annual Meeting, (see Minutes of 1892,

p. 8), was filed in the Department of State, of the State of Wis-

consin, July 2, 1891. Hence, the corporate name of said board is:

Trustees of the General Conference of the German Baptist Breth-

ren Church.

2. Whereas, Our late Bro. Levi W. Riley, deceased July 14,

1890, by his last will did give and bequeath to the German Baptist

Church of America the sum of $2,500.00, to be put at interest, the

interest of $500.00 thereof to be for the employment of minis-

ters of the said church, in the City of Los Angeles, California;

and the interest of $500.00 for the support of the School of the

said church at Lordsburg, California; and the interest on $500.00

to be for the Bridgewater, Virginia, School; and the interest on

$1,000.00 to be for the School and missionary work of the said

church in Los Angeles County, California.

On account of both advantage and convenience, the said

legacy of $2,500.00 was collected and received August 18, 1891,

at Tropico, California, by brethren D. A. Norcross, S. A. Over-

holtzer, and Daniel Houser, of the same place, as the attorneys

in fact of the Board of Trustees, by authority of Power of

Attorney. The said sum of $2,500.00 to be kept by them invested,

indefinitely, according to the provisions of the said will.

3. Deeds of the church properties received:

(a) Deed of church property at Adrian, Bates County, Mis-

souri.

(b) Deed of St. Louis church property.

(c) Deed of church property in Harrison County, Iowa.

(d) The deeds of the properties in Denmark and Sweden had

been received but were returned for the securing of those prop-

erties

L. W. Teeter,

Henry Frantz,

S. R. Zug,

Trustees H. C. Baker and H. C. Early, absent. Trustees.

Committees Appointed by Annual Meeting.

The Standing Committee decides that the Committee to the



570 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1892

Eastern churches, J. G. Royer, S. R. Zug, and Jacob Oiler, be
continued and expenses not paid by said churches to be paid by
the Missionary Committee.

The petition to Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

devise some way by which brethren may be relieved from the
ministry or eldership when the church is fully satisfied that their

labors are not to edification, was, by the Meeting, referred to the

following committee: John Wise, Enoch Eby and Daniel Vani-
man.

To serve on General Missionary Committee: Daniel Vaniman,
L. A. Plate.

To serve on Tract Committee: S. Bock, Isaac Frantz.
Examining Committee on Tracts: Daniel Hays.
School Visitors: Huntingdon, Pa., James A. Sell; Bridge-

water, Va„ Levi Wenger; Mount Morris, III, Levi Trostle;

McPherson, Kan., Enoch Eby; Lordsburg, Cal., Isaac M. Gibble.

Committee, to West Lebanon church, Indiana: J. C. Murray,
Wm. Harshbergcr, and L. T. Holsinger.

Committee on Compilation of Hymn Book: D. L. Miller,

James A. Sell, J. S. Mohler, L. W. Teeter, and Geo. S. Arnold.
Committee on Music for Hymnal: D. F. StaurTer, William H.

Beery, J. H. Showalter, S. Z. Sharp, and J. H. Moore.
Advisory Committee: L. W. Teeter, 2 years; Daniel Hays,

3 years.

Committee to Grand Prairie church, Sidney, Nebr.: Enoch
Eby, J. W. Trostle, and A. M. Dickey.

Committee to Examine Books of Book and Tract Work: I.

J. Rosenberger, J. C. Bright, and A. G. Crosswhite.

To assist Bro. L, W. Teeter and James Neff on New Testa-

ment Notes: D. L. Miller.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that this Meeting express its deep sense of obli-

gation to the Lord for his kind providence and evidence of his

presence with us.

Thanks are tendered: 1. To the Committee of Arrangements
for their satisfactory accommodations, and for their kindness and
courtesy in providing for the comforts and wants of their guests

during this Annual Meeting.
2. To the citizens of Cedar Rapids and vicinity for the warm

and hearty reception given to our people.

3. To the various denominations of this city for the use of

their houses of worship, so freely given,
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4. To the various railroad companies for the favors so cour-

teously granted US.

5. To the street-car lines for the very satisfactory manner in

which they transported our people to and from the Meeting.

6. To the Commercial Company of Cedar Rapids for erecting

such commodious buildings, fitting up grounds, etc.

7. For the excellent police service rendered during the Meet-

ing.

8. To the brethren and sisters of Middle Iowa for their genial

hospitality and Christian courtesy.

Standing Committee for 1892.

G. C. Bowman, Stephen Johnson, Robert Goshorn,

Daniel Peters, J. J. Hoover, J. C. Murray,

Geo. S. Arnold, B. B. Whitmer, E, Forney,

D. F. Stauffer, . John Wise, ' David Troxel,

James A. Sell, I. M. Gibble, David Bowman,
Edward Loomis, D. L. Miller, Samuel Flory,

I. J. Rosenberger, John B. Naff, J. W. Trostlc,

Jacob S. Snell, Daniel Flays, William Davis,

Isaac Rairigh, E. W. Stoner, J. H. Neher,

D. B. Eby, S. R. Zug, Henry Brubaker,

C. Holdeman, J. C. Johnson, Samuel Barklow.

Chas. H. Brown, L. H. Dickey,

M. J. McClure, Daniel Vaniman,

Reading Clerk, Moderator.

D. L. Miller, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OE 1893.

uncie, Indiana.

Standing Committee organized by electing Bro. D. E, Price,

of Illinois, Moderator; Bro. John Wise, of Kansas, Reading Clerk,

and Bro. J. G. Royer, of Illinois, Writing Clerk.

The General Conference was opened at 8 A. M., May 23, by

the usual devotional exercises.

Unfinished Business.

1. Report of Committee appointed by Annual Meeting, 1891, to

consider Art. 19, asking " Scriptural authority for ministers who are

not ordained elders to aimoint the sick."

Let us consider:
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I. Who are ciders? The Scriptural use of the term indicates

that it is not always applied to ordained elders or bishops.

1. It is sometimes used to denote seniors, persons more ad-

vanced in age as compared with those who are younger. Luke

15: 25; 1 Tim. 5: 1, 2; 1 Pet. 5: 5. Such are to be held in high es-

teem and honor, Lev. 19: 32, and have an inherent right of author-

ity, 1 Tim. 2: 12, 13; hence its application to church officials.

2. Coming thus into use, it would likely be applied to all who
held authority in the church. Thus in Acts 15 there is repeated

mention of apostles and elders, but no mention of other officials,

except those chosen as representatives of the council, termed

prophets. Verse 32. There are reasons to apprehend that the term

here includes the various church officials.

3. In Acts 14: 23 the persons appointed could scarcely be or-

dained elders or bishops.

(1) They were just awakened from the grossest idolatry.

Verses 11 to 18.

(2) A new convert is not eligible. 1 Tim. 3: 6.

(3) Iiaste in so important a matter is forbidden. 1 Tim. 5: 22.

(4) The word here translated ordain does not mean the lay-

ing on of hands, but to elect or choose by holding up the hands to

vote. The same word is used in 2 Cor. 8: 19, where a companion

was chosen by the church to accompany Paul in the distribution of

their alms.

(5) But if such an appointment could be thought possible un-

der the circumstances, is it likely that no other officers but ordained

elders were appointed, i. e., none but the highest officers in the

church? It is reasonable that others were appointed, and that

the "ordaining" was the appointing of elderly persons of wisdom
and prudence to take the oversight of the church as pastors,

deacons, etc., called by the general term elders.

4. Conversely, in a somewhat formal enumeration of the offices

and gifts of the church, 1 Cor. 12: 28, no mention is made of elders;

and since the apostle was careful to ordain elders in all the

churches, this omission would be remarkable, not to say unac-

countable, unless we conclude that in naming these several offices

and endowments of the church he is in fact naming the elders.

So also the officials designated by specific terms, as bishops and

deacons, Philpp. 1: 1; 1 Tim. 3: 2, 8, are called elders when spoken

of collectively or as a body, Acts 11: 30; 20: 17; 21: 18; James 5: 14;

and since this term is not restricted to ordained elders neither can

this service be so restricted.

II. Who are authorized to heal? As the recovery of the sick
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is here contemplated, let us examine a few texts with reference to

the official agents employed, in healing.

1. The twelve apostles were authorized and commanded to

heal the sick. Luke 9: 1, 2. Additional information is given, Mark
6: 13.

2. The seventy, likewise, were charged with the same com-

mission. Luke. 10: 9.

3. Similar gifts were afterwards promised those that should

believe, Mark 16: 18, without official reference.

4. The "gifts of healing," 1 Cor. 12: 28, are not restricted to

the higher offices; nor to any particular office save that of the

gift itself. Hence, these gifts being thus widely distributed leads

to the conclusion that the authority to heal is not limited to or-

dained elders.

Wherefore there is nothing in the. conditions of the service,

James 5: 14, requiring that ordained elders alone should officiate;

but other ministers, having the necessary qualifications and endow-

ments, and duly authorized by the church, may be available in the

service. Respectfully submitted by

W. R. Deeter,

D. C. Flory,

J. B. Pence,

Committee.

2. Report of Committee on Plan to relieve church officials

who do not labor to edification.

We, the undersigned Committee, appointed by last Annual

Meeting to present to this Meeting a plan to relieve elders and

ministers from office when the church is fully satisfied that their

official labors are not to edification, respectfully submit the follow-

ing:

1. In congregations where there seems to be general senti-

ment that the official labors of any elder, minister or deacon, are

not and cannot be made profitable to the church, the deacons may,

on the annual visit, without using any influence either for or

against, get the preference of the members in reference to continu-

ing such brother in office.

If there be found a preponderance of sentiment against continu-

ing his official labors, let the facts be stated in writing to the

elders at District Meeting.

If a majority of the elders at District Meeting concur in their

sentiment they shall appoint a committee of elders, who shall re-

quest such brother to ask the church to relieve him of his office,

giving him the reasons for it.
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If he will not do this, then said committee shall, at a legally

called council in the church where his membership is, give the

church an opportunity to express her wish concerning his contin-

uance in office.

2. When in any way a majority of the elders at the District

Meeting have become fully satisfied that the official labors of any
officer in the district are not to edification, but rather a hindrance

than a help to the church, they shall appoint a committee of elders

to proceed the same as above stated.

3. Tf any officer in the State District for any reason does not
wish to serve the church in official capacity, he may state his rea-

sons in writing to the elders at District Meeting.

If a majority of the elders consider his reasons of sufficient

importance to require attention, they shall appoint a committee
of elders to meet the church where his membership is in council,

and after giving the reason assigned, the church may relieve him
of his office, provided a majority of the church and of the elders

present consider it best to do so.

4. Where any officer in a State District persists in a course

not in harmony with the usages and general order of the Brother-
hood as defined by Annual Meeting to such an extent that a major-
ity of the elders at District Meeting consider his official labors

rather a hindrance than a help to the Brotherhood, they shall ap-

point a committee of elders to labor privately with him, and if he
will not heed their admonitions, they shall give him an opportunity
to have a fair trial before the church where his membership is.

It he refuses to be tried, or persists in being insubordinate
when tried, they may, whether favored by a majority of his church
or not, depose him from office, and such action shall be respected

by all the churches until it be overruled by a committee from An-
nual Meeting, or he be reinstated by a majority of the church where
his membership is; favored also by a majority of the elders of the

district.

John Wise,

Enoch Eby,

Daniel Yaniman.
The foregoing reports were accepted; to be spread upon the

Minutes and voted upon at Annual Meeting of 1894.

Reports Accepted.

1. Report of Committee on Consolidation.

Hagerstown, Md., May 27, 1891.

We, the undersigned Committee, appointed by Annual Meeting



the Church of the Brethren 575

of 1890 to present a plan for the Consolidation of the General

Church Erection and Missionary Work, and the Book and Tract

Work, respectfully submit the following:

(1) That Standing Committee shall nominate and Annual

Meeting approve and perpetuate a Committee of " five members as

Trustees," to serve for a term of three years, except those hrst

appointed, one of whom shall serve one year, two two years, and

two three years. Said Committee shall be called the General Mis-

sionary and Tract Committee of the German Baptist Brethren

Church, and shall be the successor of both the General Church
Erection and Missionary Committee and the Book and Tract Work,

to hold in trust, manage, control and use all the property rights

and interests now vested in both the above-named organizations

for the promotion of the objects for which they were designed.

(2) The Committee shall meet as often as necessary to carry

on its work successfuly and shall elect its own officers, make its

own By-Laws, fill all vacancies that may incidentally occur in the

Committee, inform Standing Committee each year whose term has

expired and recommend to General Conference for adoption any-

thing necessary to forward its work.

(3) The object of this Committee shall be to send suitable

Brethren to preach the Gospel and to assist in building plain houses

of wrorship, publishing and distributing printed matter, to organize

and build up churches, and, when suitable arrangements can be

made and wisdom dictates, to own and control all the publishing

interests of the church.

(4) Any church situated in a State District, in order to get

help from the general Committee, must first circulate a subscrip-

tion among themselves and raise all the3r can, and then apply to the

District Committee for help. If the District Committee is unable

to supply the deficiency, help may be obtained from the general

Committee, either as a loan, donation or both, if need be, upon

approval and recommendation of the District Committee.

(5) The General Committee shall quarterly or oftener cir-

culate throughout the Brotherhood a printed report explanatory of

the nature and progress of its work, and shall annually submit a

report of all its work to the General Conference for approval, and

the Standing Committee shall annually inspect the report of the

General Committee before it is submitted to the General Confer-

ence, and shall assist the Committee in developing any necessary

improvements for advancing the work.

(6) The funds for this work shall consist of bequests, endow-
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ments, free-will offerings and money received as life interests, and

from the sale of publications.

(7) We recommend that each member give for the Mission

and Tract Work of the church as the Lord has prospered him, up-

on the principle taught in 1 Cor. 16: 8.

(8) Let eacli congregation throughout the Brotherhood ap-

point solicitors to solicit all members annually and receive their

offerings, and forward same to the General Committee, who shall

receipt for the amount, and upon application shall annually forward

tracts to such congregation to the value of ten per cent of the

sum sent.

(9) Any person paying or obligating him or herself to pay

twenty or more dollars, as a life membership, as an endowment of

the work or otherwise, shall be entitled to draw publications an-

nually to the value of one dollar for each twenty dollars so con-

tributed.

I
10) The Standing Committee shall nominate and Annual

Meeting confirm a committee of live faithful and well-informed

brethren, whose duty it will be to examine and approve of all

matters to be published and distributed as tracts.

(11) All former decisions touching the general Church Erec-

tion and Missionary Work or the Book and Tract Wr
ork, in any way

conflicting" with this arrangement, shall upon the adoption of this

report become null and void.

(12) Owing to the importance of the work and the interest in-

volved, we recommend that this plan be placed on the Minutes

and deferred for two years.

Signed by the committee,

Daniel Vaniman,

D. L. Miller,

S. W. Hoover,

Samuel Bock,

Enoch Eby,
D. E. Price,

Daniel Hays.

2. Report of School Visiting Elders.

(a) (Query deferred from 1892.) We ask Annual Meeting

to plainly deline the duties of the visiting elders, who visit colleges,

or schools of the Brethren, in making their visits to said schools.

Can their report, at Annual Meeting, be objected to or criticised

before the Annual Meeting?

Your committee begs to submit the following answer. The
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Annual Meeting has already decided (Art. 14, 1890) that it is the

duty of the school visiting elders,

1. To watch over the moral and religious influence of the

schools and colleges conducted by the Brethren;

2. See that the principles of the Gospel and church govern-

ment be carried out as defined by Annual Meeting;

3. And to annually report the condition of the schools to the

Annual Meeting.

It was also decided at the same time that,

1. All members of the Faculty, who are members of the

church, shall be in full sympathy with the principles and doctrines

of the church, and shall conform to the order of the Brotherhood

in their p c r s o n a 1 ap p e a ranee;

2. And at least once each year, the doctrine, of the church

shall be especially held forth in a series of doctrinal sermons.

To the above we add and recommend,

1. That the visiting elders, in a body, if practicable, visit

the schools once each term, and make such suggestions and recom-

mendations for the moral and religious guidance of the schools, as

in their judgment may be deemed for the good of the school, as

well as for the maintenance of the principles of the church.

2. In making these suggestions and recommendations, they

shall confer with the principals as well as the trustees of the-

se ho ols, and may also have all the members connected with the

schools (teachers and students) assembled to hear such instruc-

tions, admonitions and encouragements as prudence may dictate.

3. Tt shall be the special duty of these elders to see that all

necessary, reasonable and prudent efforts be made to maintain Gos-

pel plainness and simplicity among the members attending and con-

nected with the schools, and also to see that once each year our

principles of church government, as well as the doctrine of the

church, be clearly set forth before the school in one or more ser-

mons on that subject.

4. They shall urge upon the managers of the schools the im-

portance and necessity of keeping the Commencement Exercises,

Literary Societies, as well as all other gatherings connected with

or belonging to the schools, within the bounds of Christian pro-

priety, and discourage everything and anything that tends to pro-

duce only levity, display, coarseness and light mindedness.

5. We also urge the importance of the visiting elders making

themselves acquainted with the work and character of the Bible

Terms connected with our schools, and make to the managers of
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these depaitments such suggestions as will tend to the maintain-
ing of the doctrine, distinctive features and harmony of the Broth-
erhood.

6. In order to carry out these principles, for the good of the

schools as well as the good of the church, we emphasize the impor-
tance of the visiting elders being men of broad views, who
are in sympathy with our educational interests, as well as sound
in the faith and doctrine of the Brethren church.

7. Nothing in these suggestions shall he so construed as to

interfere with the business management or government of the

schools.

8. The visiting elders shall submit, in writing, to the Standing
Committee, an annual report of the condition of the schools with
such suggestions and requests for advice as may be deemed ad-
visable. These reports are entirely at the disposal of the Standing
Committee,

9. The actual expense of the visiting elders, incurred by visit-

ing the schools, shall be paid by the Treasurer of the Annual
Meeting.

J. C. Lahman,
Jesse Stutsman,

S. F. Sanger,

J. F. Oiler,

J. H. Moore,

(b) Whereas the students of our colleges are allowed to

vote for ministers and some of them are elected to the ministry
while they are only transient members attending school, and are
allowed to take an active part in, and vote in all important church
work, which is calculated to undermine the fundamental principles

of our church government; and whereas the election of ministers
has always been regarded as a very solemn and important work
among us, therefore we petition Annual Meeting through District-

Meeting to prohibit students at our colleges, who are only attend-

ing school and not permanently located, from voting for minis-
ters, or in other important church work. Petition granted by Dis-
trict Meeting.

Answer: On motion this query was referred to the committee
on the School Advisory Boards with instructions to report at
next Annual Meeting.

Answer by Committee: We advise that churches, where our
schools are located, do not elect to the ministry members who are
"transient students." By "transient student " we mean one who
is located at the school only during the " school year." Any dis-
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satisfaction arising from " transient students " taking an active
part in important local church work should be referred to the
advisory elders in council with the church, J. C. Lahman, Jesse
Stutsman, S. F. Sanger, J. F. Oiler, J. H. Moore.

3. Report of Hymn Book Committee.

1. That a Sunday School Book be published separate from
the Hymn Book.

2. That a new Hymn Book and Hymnal be compiled and
published to contain about nine hundred hymns. Five hundred of

these hymns to be selected from the present Hymn Book, and the

remainder from other sources.

3. That the present Missionary Hymn Book be accepted upon
a revision of the same and an addition of hymns thereto. But all

the hymns for the Missionary Hymn Book are to be selected from
the proposed new Hymn Book.

Report of committee, together with queries bearing on the

Hymn Book, was disposed of over the following answer:
Decided that the old Hymn Book be continued as it is, and the

committee be instructed to improve the Missionary Hymn Book,
and also produce a book for Sunday schools, as suggested by the

committee.

The following was also accepted:

Muncie, Inch, May 24, 1893.

We, the Committee appointed by Annual Meeting of 1891 to

compile a German Hymn Book, report the following:

We have agreed to make a selection of about four hundred
hymns for the new book, and after going through the books we
had at hand, and selecting what we considered the best, wT

e

found we had only about 380, which were mostly selected from the

two books recommended by Annual Meeting. And since there is

a general demand, in the churches where the German is used, for

English, in connection with the German, we, your committee, ask
Annual Meeting for permission to have the English book, author-
ized by Annual Meeting, bound, in connection with the German.

S. R. Zug,

J. H. Longanecker,

J. Aldinger.

Queries.

1. Can a District Meeting hold its session and transact busi-

ness with but one elder present?

Answer: Sent to Annual Meeting. Answer by Annual Meet-
ing: Yes, when legally called.
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2. Will the District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to reconsider

Art. 10 of Minutes of 1892, and so change that no brother or sister

be sent to foreign countries to do missionary, or church work,

without first obtaining a favorable assent of the local District in

which they live, as to their qualifications, then also obtain the

consent of Standing Committee and approval of Annual Meeting",

and that no brother or sister be allowed to go for the above pur-

pose in the name of the Brotherhood without being so sent?

Answer: Decided that the request be granted.

3. The Slate Creek church asks Annual Meeting, through Dis-

trict Meeting, to explain what is meant by holding office under the

civil government as found in Art. 25, 1867, page 274, in " Classified

Minutes." Does that language mean all, even township officers,

such as township clerk, school director, etc.?

Answer: We decide that brethren should not ask or electioneer

for civil office, or attend nominating conventions, but if they are

elected without such efforts and the office is imposed upon them,

they may, with the consent of their respective churches, serve, when
so doing will not compromise any Gospel principles; and, further,

we strongly advise brethren to keep out of politics altogether.

4. Since Annual Meeting has defined the cut of coat for our

brethren (especially official brethren), we ask Annual Meeting,

through District Meeting, what shall be done with brethren who
disregard the order of the church by wearing the straight-cut,

popular frock coat usually worn by popular clergymen? Rom.

12: 2; 1 John 2: 15, 16; 1 Cor. 8: 12, 13; 1 Pet. 1: 14. Sent to

Annual Meeting with a request to place in the Minutes the decision

of Art. 47, 1866.

Resolved, by this Annual Meeting: That the churches through-
out the Brotherhood enforce plainness of dress, and a plain manner
of wearing the hair and beard, upon the preachers and officers of the

churches. By plainness of dress, wr e mean the common order of giv-

ing shape to dress, as practiced by the old brethren and sisters

generally; and by plainness of hair we mean the hair parted on top

of the head or all combed back in a plain manner, or combed
straight down all around the head, and not having the hair and
beard trimmed according to the custom of the world.

Considered, that this Annual Meeting unanimously adopt this

resolution, according to Rom. 12: 2; 1 Pet. 1: 14; 1 John 2: 15, 16,

and that all preachers and officers that follow the fashions of the

world in the foregoing particulars, violate the order of the Gospel
by doing so, and render themselves liable to be brought under the

counsel of the church.

5. We, the Abilene church, ask Annual Meeting, through Dis-
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trict Meeting, to say whether any church has a right, according to

the Gospel and order of the church, to refuse a letter of member-

ship granted by any adjoining district, to a brother in good stand-

ing, but is now held in suspense for no other cause, but that he

wears a full beard for more than thirty years for conscience'

sake.

Answer: Said church does right if the brother will not comply
with Art. 2 of 1886, and Arts. 2 and 3 of 1888; but if he docs comply
with the requirements of Minutes of Annual Meeting, the church
does wrong in not receiving the letter.

1888, Art. 2.—Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has granted the

liberty of conscience to wear a full beard, also granted the- liberty

of conscience not to salute such brethren, will not the District

Meeting ask the Annual Meeting to decide that brethren should
clip their mustache so as not to hinder in the salutation of the
kiss? Answer.—Brethren, who do not trim the hair on the upper
lip so that they may be decent and orderly, shall be considered as

offenders and dealt with accordingly.

1888, Art. 3.—Since Annual Meeting has granted brethren three

different ways to wear their hair, and has forbidden them to

shingle their hair, will not the District Meeting ask Annual Meet-
ing to stop the fashion of shingling the hair among the brethren?
Answer: Brethren should not follow the fashions of the world in

the cutting or wearing of their hair or beard. 1 Pet. 1: 14.

6. We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to

Say whether it is right for the brethren to open their houses of wor-

ship, in which to hold Sunday-school conventions?

Answer: No. Sent to Annual Meeting. Passed.

7. Inasmuch as the brethren in our colleges and in other

churches where they hold E'ible Terms have introduced imaginary

Bible views, shown in a darkened room, with a magic lantern,

thereby offending some of the members, they thinking it is running

in the same way popular churches have gone in church entertain-

ments until they have theatrical performances; therefore we pe-

tition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to say whether

our members shall be allowed to participate in such entertain-

ments.

Answer: No, sent to Annual Meeting.
Passed.

8. We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to

say if an elder whom the church has ordained and is still in

active life, can resign his care of said church because sonic desire

him to do so, and if so, has said church a right to choose an elder

to care for them, outside of her own congregation, when there are

two or more ordained elders living in said church?

This Annual Meeting decides, that under certain peculiar cir-
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cumstances an elder, by the consent of his church and adjoining
elders, may resign his charge, and the church, assisted by adjoin-
ing elders, choose one to preside over such church.

9. Southern District of Illinois asks Annual Meeting to say

whether the coat known as "the clergyman's coat" shall be recog-

nized as being in the order of the Brotherhood.

Answer: No, and sent to Annual Meeting.

10. Whereas ministerial meetings are becoming very prev-

alent in our beloved Brotherhood, and to the dissatisfaction of

some of the dear members, we, the Brethren of the Santa Fe
church, ask the Middle District of Indiana to ask Annual Meeting
of 1893 to take the question into consideration, that we may have
the united sanction of the entire Brotherhood, and then be under
the advice of the Annual Meeting, as all other questions are, of

great importance, and not be suggested and carried on by a com-
paratively few. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Annual Meeting decides that ministerial meetings, if

properly conducted, are very beneficial, and she encourages all

ministers to attend them.

11. If the Brethren of this District Meeting think it in accord-
ance with God's Word for the sisters to wear their prayer-covering
when they are at the table, while thanks are being offered, will they
ask Annual Meeting to charge the elders to frequently admonish
the sisters on the subject?

Answer: It is right to so wear the covering, and it is the
duty of elders so to admonish.

12. We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to re-

quire the Book and Tract Committee, as well as all other commit-
tees who are working in the interest of the church, to send out
only such brethren and sisters to work up the cause, who are in

the order of the church as adopted by the General Brotherhood.
Sent to Annual Meeting.

Annual Meeting decides that persons sent out to do church
work shall be in the order of the church, both in their personal
appearance and in their teaching.

13. Whereas the great evil of secret societies is growing, and
is multiplying in the land, to the detriment of the family, the

church, and the civil government; and, whereas there are reports

in places of brethren holding membership in secret societies; and,

whereas, some elders seem to be unwilling to take action in the

matter, seeming inclined rather to husband and shield the guilty;

therefore, will not this Annual Meeting authorize any member
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who has the knowledge of a member or members belonging to a

secret order, or is reported as belonging to a secret order, to report

such case or cases to the church in which such member or mem-
bers live, and if the elder refuses to act or delays action in the case

or cases, then the complaining member shall reduce the complaint

to writing, with one or more names signed, and shall present it to

the adjoining elders, whose dlity it will be to investigate the

complaint; also the unfaithfulness of the elder or elders for not in-

vestigating the report? Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Yes, this Annual Meeting so authorizes.

14. The church of Botetourt County, Virginia, through the

First District of Virginia to the Annual Meeting, greeting. After

considering the question of the church purchasing the Gospel Mes-
senger, and holding and managing it as the property of the church,

we unanimously decide that being satisfied with it in every way,
we are not in favor of the proposed change, and advise to let it

remain as it is until we see good reason for a change. Respectfully

submitted. Signed in behalf of the church by B. F. Moomaw,
Samuel Crumpacker, I. N. H. Beahm.

Answer by District Meeting: The First District of Virginia
in District Meeting assembled, think it not advisable to purchase
the Brethren's publishing interests now. This answers for all the
queries on list pertaining to publishing interests.

15. Whereas the order of the German Baptist Brethren, con-

cerning the taking of likenesses of and by members, seems to be

disregarded by many of our members, even such as are prominent

in the missionary cause, and by sad experience we learn that such

behavior has a tendency to cripple the efforts to raise money for

missionary purposes in those churches that have still been loyal

to the non-conforming principles of the Brotherhood; we, there-

fore, ask District Meeting of Eastern Pennsylvania to urge the

elders of their respective churches to enforce Article 21 of the Min-

utes of the Annual Meeting of 1869. Classified Minutes, p. 295.

Answer: District Meeting does so request. Sent to Annual
Meeting.

This paper was put into the hands of a committee to report

at next Annual Meeting. Daniel Hays, F. P. Cassel and J. H.

Moore, Committee.

Sweden and Denmark, Europe.

16. (a) Would it be considered expedient for a church to
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elect a brother for office as a minister in the first degree, whose

wife is not a member, and can there be anything in regard to his

wife as not a member to hinder said brother to be forwarded into

the second degree, and even to be an elder, even if his wife should

be an infidel, providing there be no objection to the brother? (b)

If an elder's wife as a member should fall, and even go over to in-

fidelity, can elder stand as an elder, still providing there be no ob-

jection to the elder? If he cannot be held as an elder still, because

of his wife's fall, how far shall he be put back?

Answer: While it would not be expedient, as a rule, to elect

a brother to the ministry, whose wife is not a member of the church,
it would not be wrong to elect, and even advance to the eldership

a faithful brother, because his wife is not a member of the church;
and if a faithful elder's wife should fall, and go over even to in-

fidelity, such conduct should not affect' the brother's office, pro-

vided he continue faithful. 1 Cor. 7: 12-14.

17. (a) How is it considered if young members who are going

to marry, but do not take a marriage certificate either by the

government or by the state-priest, according to law, but think it is

enough when it be only solemnized by the elder of the church, be-

ing against the law not to take a marriage contract, can said young
people be allowed to move together as married people and held

as members in the church, if not willing to take a marriage con-

tract? (b) And if said young people as members will take a

marriage contract can they have their own choice, either take it by

the state-priest or by the government, or shall they take it by the

government? (Please give Scripture as ground for all considera-

tion.)

Answer: We decide that our dear brethren and sisters in Den-
mark and Sweden shall take their marriage contract by the govern-
ment. Rom. 13: 1.

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Committee
of the German Baptist Brethren Church to the Annual

Meeting, Held at Muncie, Indiana, May 23rd to

25th, 1893.

Under the favor of our Heavenly Father, the General Church

Erection and Missionary Committee have been enabled, during

the year ending April 1, 1893, to carry forward that part of the

work of the church entrusted to them, of which the following is

a report:

MISSIONS IN EUROPE.
Denmark.—There are three congregations in this field. First,
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that which includes Sjolland and Copenhagen has one elder and

twenty members. During the year two hundred and sixteen ser-

mons were preached, one was baptized, one received by letter, and

one emigrated to America and two to Sweden. Second, Thyland,

which has no resident minister, but is supplied from the North

Denmark congregation. This church has three deacons and twen-

ty-three members; six were received by baptism, two emigrated to

America, and one was expelled. Third, Northern Denmark, which

has two elders and one minister in the first degree, and fifty-six

members. One hundred and eighty-six meetings were held, three

baptized, one was received by letter, one emigrated to America,

and two died. As a total for Denmark there are three elders, one

minister in the first degree, six deacons, and ninety-nine members.

Four hundred and two sermons were preached, ten were received

by baptism and two by letter, six emigrated, one was expelled, and

two died.

Sweden.—A full report of what has been done in Sweden is

not at hand, but from what is known, a number of accessions have

been made during the year. The new meeting-house at Wanne-

berga was completed last fall and dedicated on Christmas, at which

time a love-feast was held. As they worshiped under their own

vine and fig-tree the members rejoiced and thanked God for his

grace and the brethren and sisters in America for their help. Dur-

ing the winter there was a number of accessions at Lulea. One

deacon was elected and the outlook is favorable towards organiz-

ing a church before long.

HOME MISSION WORK BY THE GENERAL MISSIONARY
COMMITTEE.

Idaho and Washington.—The church here is growing. Eld.

Sidney Hodgden and wife labored with her and held one hundred

and thirty-seven meetings, four council-meetings and three love-

feasts. Seven were received by baptism. The Committee continues

Bro. Hodgden in this field.

Louisiana.—Eld. S. A. Honberger and wife had the care of

this field the past year. One hundred meetings, four council-

meetings, and two love-feasts were held. Five were received by

baptism and five by letter; one moved away and one was disowned.

The congregation is large enough to justify the building of a

meeting-house which will be completed this season. New points in

the surrounding country are opening up.

Kentucky.—Since the last report brethren I. J. Rosenberger

and A. S. Culp each visited this field once. In all twenty-six meet-
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s

ings and one council-meeting were held, and one was received by

baptism. The great need here is a resident minister.

Arkansas.—Within the past year Bro. Aaron I. Mow was placed

at Palestine, Ark. Although he has been there only a short time

he speaks encouragingly of the work and the outlook.

Washington City,—This mission, although meeting some dis-

couragements, will be continued for the present. The Eastern

District of Maryland is requested to take charge of the work-

there.

Among the Scandinavians in the United States.—Under the

direction of the District Mission Boards of several of the Western

States, Eld. C. Hope held a number of meetings among the Scan-

dinavian members. His labors were appreciated by many.

Canada.—Eld. D. E. Brubaker visited this field last fall and

held twenty-four meetings; but there is little hope for much prog-

ress until some difficulties arc removed.

i

Assistance to State Districts.

Eastern Pennsylvania $ 78 30

Tennessee, 200 00

Michigan, 50 00

Northern Missouri, 100

Middle Missouri, 175 00

Southwestern Kansas, Colorado and No Man's Land, 100 00

Texas, Oklahoma, and Indian Territory, 100 00

California, 100 00

Nebraska, . 150 00

Northwestern Kansas and Colorado 150 00

Northern Missouri, 200 00

Meeting-houses.—^Donations.

Middle Missouri, Spring- Branch church, $15

Southern Indiana, New Hope church, 200 00

Texas, Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Pomona church, 200

Northern Iowa and Dakota, Kingsley church, 15 00

Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, Chippewa church, . 100

Southwestern Kansas, Colorado, etc., Prairie View church, .... 200 00

Second District of West Virginia, Braxton County Church, .... 100 00

First District of Virginia, Henry County church, 100

First District of Michigan, Sugar Ridge church, , 100 00

Meeting-houses.—Loans.

Esterly Church, Louisiana ., $200 00

Southern Missouri, Nevada church, 300 00

Northern Illinois, Chippewa church 100 00
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Southwestern Kansas and Colorado, Prairie View church,
Southwestern Kansas and Colorado, Monte Vista church,
First District of Michigan, Sugar Ridge church,
First District of West Virginia, Braxton County church, ,

Southern Missouri, Dry Fork church, ,

ilOO 00

15 00

li o

100

300 00

Summary.
Assistance to State Districts,

Donations for Meeting-houses,
Loans for Meeting-houses,
Members Received by Baptism (Not all Reported),

Receipts and Expenditures.

Receipts.

a

9

8

23

1892

April 1

July 4,

Balance on Hand,
Quarter's Receipts ending June 30, .

Oct. 5, Quarter's Receipts ending Sept. 30, . . .

1893

Jan. 9, Quarter's Receipts ending Dec. 31, ...

April 1, Quarter's Receipts ending March 31,

Loans of Mission Fund Paid Back,
Loans to churches not used and returned, . . .

Donations to churches not used and returned,
John Olsson on his home

\ 642 27
MfiR

, M a *-J O «J 01

1,465 45

. 1,895 94

2,681 67

579 34

250

700

81 7 6

Total, . $10,581 44

Expenditures.

Assistance to State Districts $1,203
Donations for Meeting-houses, 1,200
Loans for Meeting-houses, 850
Mission in Sweden, , 9 42
Mission in Denmark, 404
Mission in Idaho,
Mission in Louisiana,

,

Mission in Kentucky,
Mission in Arkansas,
Mission in Canada,
Mission in Washington City,
Mission among Scandinavians in America,
Stocking and Running Mission Farm, Covina, California
Expense on Endowment Fund,
Postage and Stationery, Seal, Printing, Etc
Traveling Expenses of Committee,
Missionary Gospel Messengers
Secretary's Salary,

Loan to Endowment Fund,
Refunded on Riley Will,

Paid to Endowment Fund, 21

Cash on Hand, 1,195

262

271

23

SO

66

327
121

1,703

378

5 3

52

26

150

245
1

30

50

40

70

90

32

78

64

5 4

20

19

43

45

75

00

62

72

Total, .$10,581 44



1893] the Church of the Brethren 589

Endowment Fund.

Bequest Notes, Non-interest-bearing $18,100 00

Bequest Notes, Interest-bearing-, 34,005 00

Mt. Morris College Stock (Donated) 200 00

An Estate Estimated at, 5,000 00

Real Estate, 62,000 00

Loans of Endowment Fund, .
9,395 00

Cash on Hand, 1,431 3 6

Total,

Less Amount Borrowed, * i

. .$130,131 36

8,000 00

Total Endowment, $122,131 36

Amount at the Close of Last Year, 6 9,8 3 8 88

$ 52,292 48

473 85

20 9 04

150 60

112 8 8

SO 75

76 09

36 50

60

30 75

29 87
9 Q 5 9

28 25

21 20

1 "i 62

16 40

11 60

11 50

11 20

10

9 24

8 75

4 85

2 00

1 75

298 00

359 82

142 65

106 12

731 10

Increase,

Amounts Given by States and Territories.

Illinois, $1,920 9 8 Arizona,

Pennsylvania, 1,089 52

Ohio, 854 25

Iowa, 604 71

Indiana,
Kansas,
Maryland,
California,

Nebraska,
West Virginia

Virginia,

Texas
Missouri,
Tennessee
Denmark and Sweden, . .

Minnesota,
Michigan,
Louisiana,

Canada,
Oregon,
Kentucky,
North Carolina, ........

Total $8,32S 05

Thus the Committee reports another year's mission work.

That there is an increased interest in District mission work

may be seen from the table showing what has been done by each

District as far as reported. While the total receipts do not show

the usual increase, all over the Brotherhood, the interest in mis-

sions is growing; and, trusting in the Father of all, and depend-

ing on the co-operation of our beloved Brotherhood, the Com-

mittee presses on in the work.

Daniel Vaniman, Foreman

D. L. Miller, Treasurer.

Galen B. Royer, Secretary.

Florida,

Idaho,

Colorado,
Oklahoma,
Georgia, .

North Dakota, 155
Part Surplus of A. M. of

'91, •• 540 00

Surplus of 1892, (two-

thirds),

Estates,

Children's Mission, ....

Interest on Loans, Miss.

Fund,
Interest on Loans, End.
Fund, .

Two-thirds Col. A. M.,

of '92, 244 55

Miscellaneous 15 92
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Report of Auditing Committee.

We, the Committee appointed by the Annual Meeting of 1893,

to audit the books of the General Church Erection and Missionary
Commit tee, find them to be correct.

I. D. Parker,

Geo. S. Arnold,

E. A. Miller.

Annual Report of the Brethren's Book and Tract Work, for the
Year Ending May 1, 1893.

Cash balance from last year, $ 784 45
Collections on personal accounts, 394 22
Cash from sales of books, 3313 72
Cash from sales of tracts, 115 90
Cash from sales of Golden Gleams, 55 05
Cash from sales of sundries, 14 50
Cash from paid endowment notes, . , 3,32 S4
Cash from new memberships, 410 00
Interest on endowment notes, 1,786 69
Church and individual donations, including- surplus from last

Annual Meeting, 1,470 76

Cash from all sources, . $s P,qq qq

Disbursements.

Fixtures, ,„.,,, 1 21 10
Books, new Electrotypes, etc gg£ 44
Printing, 1,254 27
Examining and Executive Committees, Stamps, Expressage,

etc 604 52
Agents' services, 4 228 29
Loaned out 3,225 00
Salaries, rent, light, fuel, etc goo 00

Total $7,S19 59

Cash balance on hand, $ ggg 74

Loss and Gain.

Accounts and fixtures, $ 49 74 Golden Gleams, Bibles
Endowment refund, 629 38 and Books . . .$ 832 70
Agents' services, 1,228 29 Tracts, 370 28
Expense and printing, .. 1,958 79 Donations, 1,470 76
Church refund 99 58 Interest, 1,786 69
Salaries and sundries, .. 504 80 Surplus, 10 15

Total, $4,470 58 Total, $4,470 58
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Present Resources.

Cash on hand, $ 869 74
Golden Gleams, per Inventory, 208 00
Bibles and books, 401 51
Tracts, 457 00
Fixtures and new Electrotypes, 409 20

Bills receivable, 60,424 32

Loans on surplus 1,800 00
Outstanding- accounts receivable 360 60

Total, $64,930 37

Liabilities.

Personal accounts payable,
Surplus fund
Endowment fund • • • • »

$ 64 57

2,515 14

62,350 66

Total $64,930 37
Endowment fund May 1, 1S93, 62,350 66
Endowment fund May 1, 1892,

, 53,437 33

Increase of Endowment fund,

Present worth, to which may be added unpaid interest,

$ 8,913 33

$64,930 37

Samuel Bock, Sec. and Treas.,

Dayton, Ohio.

Explanation and Other Information.

Deducting from the Sum of Cash, $3,320 86

Received from paid Endowment Notes and,

Received for New Memberships, a total of

Which sum cannot be expended, we have remaining,
Take from this the endowment refund,

And the church refund ,

And there remains,

410 00

3,730 86

4,958 49

629 38

99 5 8

4,229 53

The total sum contributed by the local churches the past year

is small and shows a falling off from last year's contribution from

the same source of about one hundred dollars, which, after deduct-

ing the rebate as above, leaves but live hundred dollars, only a

little more than one-fourth the amount contributed by individual

donors including interest on endowment notes. Five hundred

dollars of the amount remaining in the hands of the Treasurer be-

longs to the endowment fund, which leaves but a small available

sum above the loaned out surplus, with which to begin the present

year's work.

The expenses were considerably higher this year than they
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were last year, because of extra cost incident to the revision of

the tracts and the necessity of new electrotypes for those published.

The amount contributed by the local churches is surely very

much below what it should have been, especially as that is the

original source of support, and from the best information obtained

by the Committee, must in a great measure be attributed to a lack

of interest in the work and the management of a large proportion

of the local congregations.

Only about one-third of the whole number have contributed

funds the past year. If each elder or overseer would encourage
the work and appoint solicitors in their respective charges, dona-

tions from this source as originally designed, would, we believe,

very readily be increased three or four fold. This course of ac-

tion would not only be in accordance, with the ' constitution of

the work, but also with 1 Cor. 16; 2, affording each person an op-
portunity to give for the support of this branch of Missionary
Work " as God has prospered him."

The number of publications sent out the past year is somewhat
less than the year before, notwithstanding the number of pages of

printed matter is considerably larger. Tracts have been distributed

in forty-three States and Territories, including Ontario, Canada.
Thus far, only four languages have been employed; English, Ger-
man, Swedish and Danish; the three latter confined to a few lead-

ing tracts. Others are called for, among which is the Greek.

With more money from the churches the present year, transla-

tions and more liberal distributions both at home and in foreign

lands may be accomplished.

Upon the whole the work presents many encouraging features.

Missionaries have been employed in a limited way who have made
house to house visits in towns, cities and country, distributing

tracts and offering Gleams and books, and talking up the interests

of the good cause with encouraging results. This branch of work
is practically unlimited in its application and should be greatly
encouraged both at home and abroad. Let more abundant means
be forthcoming from every quarter of the Brotherhood, and the

number of workers will be increased and sent out in the Master's
employ.

A number of new Tracts will be published and placed on the

list the coming year.

Report of Auditing Committee for 1893.

We, the Committee appointed by Annual Meeting, have ex-
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amine d the report of the Book and Tract Work, and find it correct,

Signed,

I. J. Rosenberger,

W. K. Simmons,
Wm. Ikenberry.

Report of Trustees.

The Trustees of the General Conference submit the following
report for the year ending with Annual Meeting- of 1893.

1. The attorneys of trustees, having charge of the Levi W.
Riley bequest, have made proper distribution of the proceeds
thereof, according to the will. (See Report of 1892.)

2. The church properties of Denmark and Sweden, (four m
number) have been secured as far as it is possible, the deeds and
mortgages of which arc now on tile with the trustees.

L. W. Teeter,

Henry Frantz,

S. R. Zug.
H. C. Early and II. C. Baker, absent.

Reciprocal Greeting.

Greeting:—All our churches in Denmark and Sweden, through
this District Meeting, unite in sending much love, and warm greet-
ing to the Annual Meeting, and to the whole Brotherhood in Amer-
ica, and give our hearty thanks for all their assistance, (and help)
received from them till this day, both temporal and spiritual, for

to get spread the true Gospel for saving sinners. Our Lord bless
you all with a hundredfold of his good gifts in this life, and after

this, eternal life in his own kingdom, is our prayer. Signed in

behalf of all the Brethren churches in Denmark and Sweden, C. C.
Eskildsen, elder in Hjorring, Denmark; P. C. Poulsen, elder in

Fredrikshavn, Denmark; C. Hansen, elder in Copenhagen, Den-
mark; A. Anderson, elder in Limhamn, Sweden.

The Brethren assembled in General Conference at Muncie,
Ind., send greeting to all our dear brethren and sisters in Denmark
and Sweden. Your greeting of love is received, and we rejoice
that our Heavenly Father continues his work of grace among- you,
for the extension of primitive Christianity in Europe. We pray
that God may abundantly bless you and preserve you in "the
faith once delivered unto the saints/'

Committees Appointed by Annual Meeting.

Quinter church Kansas: John Zuck, Christian Holderman, and
J. E. Ellenberger.

38
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Warrensbttrg, Centerview and other churches in Missouri, if

necessary: E. Eby, Ed Forney and D. E. Price.

West Otter Creek, Ccrro Gordo and other churches, If neces-

sary, in Southern Illinois: E. Eby, D. L. Miller and W. R. Deeter.

Roann church, Indiana: Jacob Rife, L. W. Teeter and J. H.

Miller.

Gec.ge's Creek, Elk Lick, Markleysburg and other churches

similarly affected in Western Pennsylvania and First District of

West Virginia: S. F. Sanger, Samuel Sprankle and Daniel Hays.

Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania made its annual report

and Annual Meeting decided that while it does nnt fully concur in

all that was done, it does under existing circumstances, not cen-

sure the Committee. The Committee is continued with instruction

to carry out the general order of the Brotherhood, as far as prac-

ticable, and that the Eastern District of Pennsylvania give such

assistance as they can according to Minutes of Annual Meeting.

To serve on General Missionary Committee: D. L. Miller and

Clarence Lahman.
Through an oversight, none were elected on the Book and

Tract Committee, hence those on said Committee hold over until

n ex t Annual M e e t in g.

On Advisory Committee: E. Eby.

On Examining Committee of Tracts: D. L. Miller.

School Visitors: Huntingdon, Pa., Wm. Howe; Bridgewater,

Va., J. P. Zigler; Mt. Mortis, I1L, Geo. D. Zollers; McPherson.,

Kans., John Wise; Lords burg, Cah, J. W. Metzger.

Trustees as provided for by report of Committee on consolida-

tion of General Missionary Committee and Book and Tract Work:

D. L. Miller and E. Eby, three years; S. F. Sanger and S. R. Zttg,

two years; S. W. Hoover, one year.

W. R. Deeter and Jesse Stutsman were appointed to visit the

Mission in Canada, if so directed by the General Missionary Com-
mittee.

Requests for Annual Meeting.

Requests for the Annual Meeting are on file from California,

Nebraska, Northern Illinois, and Western Pennsylvania.

The Annual Meeting for 1894 will be held in Western Pennsyl-

vania.

A Request.

To the Brethren assembled in Annual Council at Muncie, In-

diana, Greeting*:
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1. Whereas the citizens of Ladoga through their Town Board
offered inducements to the Brethren for the establishing of a
college of learning to be located m the town of Ladoga, Montgom-
ery County, Indiana, the same to be under the control and patron-
age of the German Baptist Brethren after the manner and form as
provided in Section 3,433-3,441 of the Revised Statutes of 1881 of
the State of Indiana. And as there seems to be a general interest
manifested in the Southern District of Indiana to establish a school
of learning having for its object the glory of God and the educa-
tion of our youth, therefore we now ask that this Annual Meeting
grant us the privilege of establishing said institution of learning,
and we agree that the school shall not be started until we have
secured at least $40,000 in stock. Signed,

Lewis Teeter,

Robert Goshorn,
L. H. Holsinger.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that this Annual Meeting hereby express its grati-
tude,

1. To the Lord for his protection and divine blessings.

To the Committee of Arrangements and assistants, es-
pecially the Lodging Committee, for their excellent management.

3. To the Citizen's Enterprise Company for the good build-
ings and accommodations.

4. To the citizens of Muncie for their hospitality.

5. To the various denominations of the city for opening their
churchhouses to our membership and ministry.

6. To the Electric Street Car Company for their prompt trans-
portation to and from the grounds.

7. To the several railroads for favors received.

8. To the police for their assistance in maintaining good order.

9- To the brethren and sisters of the Southern District of
Indiana for their courtesy and labor.

Standing Committee for 1893.

Sidney Hodgden, Samuel Edgecomb, Frank McCune,
J- S. Flory, '

J. S. Mohler, John Gable,
Jacob Appleman, Uriah Shick, S. B. Shirky,
John Wise, Isaiah Rairigh, M. T. Bear,
C. S. Holsinger, W. G. Cook, W. M. Harvey,
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John Harshbarger, Noah Longanecker, Samuel H. Utz,

D, E. Price, Henry Frantz, Jeremiah Thomas,

Geo. D. Zollers, J. S. Holsmger, D. J, Miller,

W. R. Deeter, H. B. Brumbaugh, P. S. Miller,

D. P. Shively, Jacob Hollinger, S. F. Sanger,

L. W. Teeter, C. Bucher, J. P. Zcigler,

S. A. Walker, David Long, J. G. Royer.

John Wise,

Reading Clerk.

J. G. Royer,

Writing Clerk.

D. E. Price,

Moderator,

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1894.

Meyersdale, Pa.

The Standing Committee organized by electing Bro. Enoch

Eby, of Kansas, Moderator; Bro. L. W, Teeter, of Indiana, Read-

in Clerk; and Bro. J. H. Moore, of Illinois, Writing Clerk.

The General Conference was opened at 9 A. M., May 29, by

appropriate devotional exercises.

Unfinished Business.

1. The following deferred plan to relieve church officials who

do not labor to edification was taken up and adopted:

We, the undersigned Committee, appointed by last Annual

Meeting to present to this Meeting a plan to relieve elders and

ministers from office when the church is fully satisfied that their

official labors are not to edification, respectfully submit the follow-

ing:

1. In congregations where there seems to be a general senti-

ment that the official labors of any elder, minister or deacon, are

not and can not be made profitable to the church, the deacons may,

on the annual visit, without using any influence either for or

against, get the preference of the members in reference to continu-

ing such brother in office.

If there be found a preponderance of sentiment against con-

tinuing his official labors, let the facts be stated in writing to the

elders at District Meeting.

If a majority of the elders at District Meeting concur in their

sentiment they shall appoint a committee of elders, who shall re-
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quest such brother to ask the church to relieve him of his office,

giving him the reasons for it.

If he will not do this, then said committee shall, at a legally-

called council in the church where his membership is, give the

church an opportunity to express her wish concerning his continu-

ance in office.

2. When in any way a majority of the elders at the District

Meeting have become fully satisfied that the official labors of any

officer in the District are not to edification, but rather a hindrance

than a help to the church, they shall appoint a committee of elders

to proceed the same as above stated.

3. If any officer in the State District for any reason does not

wish to serve the church in official capacity, he may state his rea-

sons in writing to the elders at District Meeting.

If a majority of the elders consider his reasons of sufficient im-

portance to require attention, they shall appoint a committee of

elders to meet the church where his membership is, in council,

and after giving the reason assigned, the church may relieve him

of his office, provided a majority of the church and of the elders

present consider it best to do so.

4. Where any officer in a State District persists in a course

not in harmony with the usages and general order of the Brother-

hood as defined by Annual Meeting, to such an extent that a major-

ity of the elders at District Meeting consider his official labors

rather a hindrance than a help to the Brotherhood, they shall ap-

point a committee of elders to labor privately with him, and if he

will not heed their admonitions, they shall give him an opportunity

to have a fair trial before the church where his membership is.

If he refuses to be tried, or persists in being insubordinate

when tried, they may, whether favored b}^ a majority of his church

or not, depose him from office, and such action shall be respected

by all the churches until it be overruled by a committee from An-

nual Meeting, or he be reinstated by a majority of the church

where his membership is; favored also by a majority of the elders

of the district. John Wise, Enoch Eby, Daniel Vaniman.

2. Whereas the order of the German Baptist Brethren con-

cerning the taking of likn esses of and by members seems to be

disregarded by many of our members, even such as are prominent

in the missionary cause, and by sad experience we learn that such

behavior has a tendency to cripple the efforts to raise money
for missionary purposes in those churches that have still been

loyal to the non-conforming principles of the Brotherhood; we,

therefore, ask District Meeting of Eastern Pennsylvania to urge
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the elders of their respective churches to enforce Art. 21 of the

/[mutes of the Annual Meeting of 1869. Classified Minutes, p. 295.

Answer: Whereas decisions now on the Minutes arc so full and
conclusive on the likeness question, we cannot see the propriety of

adding to or taking from decisions already made; therefore We ad-

vise and urge all members, and especially elders and ministers, to

so reverence the advice of our old brethren that they give no of-

fense.
Queries.

1. Whereas, the railroad companies of this country propose

to provide the ministers of the different churches with orders for

tickets at one-half the regular fare, and

Whereas, the ministers of the Brethren (German Baptist)

church have been refused these orders on the ground that they

have other occupations bearing remuneration, therefore:

Resolved, that the Huntingdon church ask District Meeting

to petition Annual Meeting to appoint a committee to memorialize

the United Passenger Association, requesting it to change the

rules governing the granting of these orders, or so modify them as

not to exclude the ministers of our church, and set forth the

following reasons or any other reason to Annual Meeting as the

committee so appointed may deem best.

(a) That, although our labors are humble, we do not like to

stand excluded from the Christian Ministry of America by said

r a i 1 road c ompanies.

(b) That we give our ministerial labors to the world free of

cost, and wit bout re inline ration.

(c) That our occupations are not intended to supplement a

salary for preaching, and thus add to worldly wealth.

(d) That the few ministers who have "no other occupation'

and who can conscientiously sign the applications for orders, for

these privileges generally have an independent competency; hence

the discrimination is in favor of the rich and against the poor.

(e) That our duties as ministers frequently call us into re-

mote parts of our congregations, which cover large areas of coun-

try, and also into other congregations requiring frequent use of

roads in performance of our church work.

(f) That although Ave have other occupations, our ministers

have made it a rule when such orders have been granted, to use

them only for purposes contemplated in the granting of the orders.

Answer: The petition was granted, and the following com-
mittee appointed to confer with the railroad associations concern-
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ing the granting of half-fare permits to all of our ministers: D. L.
Miller, E. W. Sterner, and S. W. Hoover.

2. Will not Annual Meetng omit the public reading of the re-

port of the Mission Board and Tract Work and have only the audit-

ing reports read?

Answer: We decide to make no change.

3. In the grand and noble effort, now under contemplation by
the church, of extending the great Gospel work into foreign mission
fields for the results of which the Brotherhood will be responsible,

and whereas the results largely depend upon the fitness of the mis-
sionaries sent, therefore will not this Annual Meeting decide that

no brother shall be eligible to a foreign mission field unless he has

had at least five years' experience in the ministry, or not less than

three years' experience in frontier mission work,—"not a novice,"

and let these also be proved (First Timothy, third chapter), and
that he also is in full sympathy with the general order of the Broth-
erhood on the doctrine of nonconformity?

Answer: While we favor experience and proficiency on the
part of a missionary, we do not consider the number of years that
he has served in the ministry as being a matter of importance re-
specting his qualifications.

4. Inasmuch as some of the brethren when laying on hands in

baptism, do not pray for the gift of the Holy Ghost (see Acts 2: 38;

8: 15, 17; 19: 6), and since Annual Conference gives the course and
form of words, and recommends the same for adoption in all the

churches (see " Revised Minutes," page 155), would it not be ad-

visable to instruct brethren, when authorized to baptize, to pray

for the gift of the Holy Ghost when they lay on hands in baptism?

Answer: We believe it right for brethren, when laying on
hands in baptism, to ask that the baptized receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.

5. Inasmuch as Art. 14 of Minutes of Annual Meeting of 1877,

concerning the use of musical instruments in private houses is

differently understood and differently interpreted by our brethren,

some understanding said article to justify a test of fellowship in

congregations where they cause offense and trouble, while Others
contend that it does not, we, the members of the Manchester church
(Indiana), earnestly request Annual Meeting of 1894, through Dis-

trict Meeting of Middle Indiana, to tell us whether local congrega-
tions have the authority, according to the article referred to, to

make it a test of fellowship where the use of instruments, such as

organs and pianos, causes offense and trouble.
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Answer: While this Conference does not mean to justify or
encourage the use of musical instruments in private houses, we do
not consider that the decision referred to justifies expulsion, only
in case of an improper use of the instrument.

6. Macoupin Creek church asks Annual Meeting, through Dis-

trict Meeting, whether churches have a right to call on the county
for financial aid to help support their poor members.

Answer: We consider it not right to call on the county for
aid in support of our poor.

7. Macoupin Creek church petitions Annual Meeting of 1894,

through District Meeting, to require all District Meetings to

demand of their loeal churches to send no delegate to District Meet-
ing who is not in the order of the Brethren in uniformity of dress,

and in the wearing of the hair and beard, and who indulges in the

habit of using tobacco.

Answer: The petition is hereby granted.

8. We ask Annual Meeting to appoint a committee to report

to next Annual Meeting a plan for more efficiently carrying on city

mission work, and properly guard the same.

Answer: Referred to the General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee to report a plan to the next Annual Meeting.

9. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to re-

consider Art. 2 of 1893, and change it to read as follows: "That
General Mission Board shall not send any brother or sister to

foreign countries to do mission or church work, without first ob-

taining the consent of the local church and of the ordained elders

present at the State District Meeting, in which the missionaries
live, as to their qualifications; consent to be obtained by the
officers of District Meeting, then also obtain consent of Standing
Committee and approval of Annual Meeting. And that no brother
or sister be allowed to go for the above purpose in the name of the

Brotherhood without being sent as above.

"

Answer: The request is granted, with the understanding that
the General Missionary Committee shall not be delayed in their
present work in sending out missionaries.

10. Will the District of Southwestern Kansas and Southern
Colorado ask Annual Meeting of 1894 to reconsider article 2 of

1875 and article 30 of 1877, and reconcile them, or explain. Can
we call a baptism valid when performed in a wrong place, and for

which we have no Scriptural precedent? And also clearly define
our Gospel privilege on pool or tank baptism.
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Answer: We recommend and urge that baptism be performed
in running water if it be reasonably convenient. If this cannot be
had, then the baptism may be performed in out-door pools, tanks,
or reservoirs.

11 We, the Brethren of the Slate Creek congregation, peti-

tion Annual Meeting through District Meeting to instruct all

delegates to Annual Meeting and all delegates to District Meeting

to vote the sentiments of the congregation which they represent,

when the sentiments of the congregation are known. See Acts

15: 12, 22, 28; Matt. 28: 8; 1 Pet. 5: 3.

Answer: While delegates should have due respect for the
wishes of the congregations sending them, this Conference does
not deem it proper to say just how a delegate shall vote.

12. Inasmuch as some churches and elders in restoring de-

posed ministers place them in the second degree, and even the full

ministry at once, we ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting

to instruct all churches to restore deposed ministers step by step,

first, second, and third, as they are at first called to the ministry.

Answer: We decide to leave this question to the discretion
of the individual congregations and adjoining elders.

Report of the General Church Erection and Missionary Com-
mittee of the German Baptist Brethren Church to the

Annual Meeting held at Meyersdale, Pa., May
29 to 31, 1894.

The General Church Erection and Missionary Committee here-

by makes its final report of work, which, under the blessings of

God, it has been able to do during the year ending March 31, 1894.

European Missions.
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Home Mission Work by the General Mission Board.

Idaho and Washington.—Eld. Sidney Hodgden continued his
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labors in this field until October, 1893, when he returned to his

home in Kansas. While there during this year he held 127 meet-

ings, 5 council-meetings and 1 love-feast. Four were received by

baptism and 4 by letter. The Committee has placed this point

under the care of the District Mission Board of Oregon, Idaho and
Washington.

Kentucky,—Eld. A. S. Gulp visited this held three times and
held nine meetings including one funeral. The prospects for build-

ing up a congregation are very good, and the Committee hopes to

locate Bro. Gulp permanently in that field in the near future.

Arkansas.—Bro. Aaron I. Mow continues his labors here with

encouraging success. He held 114 meetings, 11 council-meetings

and 3 love- feasts. Eleven were received by baptism, 7 by letter and
1 restored. Holding council-meetings at different places, which
reall3 T are small congregations that should have a located minister,

accounts for the large number of such meetings held. More work-

ers in this field are needed.

Louisiana.—The church here has had a very steady and good
growth. Eld. S. A. Honberger held 106 meetings, 4 council-meet-

ings and 1 love-feast. One was received by baptism and 14 by
letter; 4 moved away. Bro. Honberger, at the direction of the

Committee, spent some time and labor witli a few members at

Swearengin, Ala. At present it does not seem advisable to open
a mission at this place.

Washington, D. C.—The work of which this is a report began

last June. Since that date Bro. Lyon held 74 meetings, having an

average attendance of 27. Four were received by baptism. The
total membership in the city is 24. The work is much retarded

because the church does not own its own house of worship. Peo-

ple in the city have an aA^ersion for worshiping in halls. To meet in

Bro. Lyon's home does not give the impression of permanency of

the work; hence the Committee has decided to make a special

effort to raise funds to build a plain house of worship. This is

greatly needed, and it is hoped that the brethren and sisters will

respond liberally.

Germantown, Pa.—At the request of the Mission Board of

Eastern Pennsylvania the Committee, at the suggestion of the

Committee from Annual Meeting to the churches in Eastern Penn-

sylvania, located Bro. G. N. Falkenstein at this place. He has been

laboring faithfully for one year. Recently two were received nto

the church by baptism.
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Home Mission Work by District Missionary Committees.

This is omitted in this report because the Committee was un-

able to get returns from all the Districts in time. The report will

appear, if possible, in the July number of the Brethren's Mission-

ary Visitor.

The Brethren's Missionary Visitor.

After a careful consideration the Committee has thought it best

to begin the publication of a paper in the interests of the mission

work of the church. They have done this because Annual Meet-

ing has authorized them to publish quarterly or oftener a report of

their work. As a paper can be mailed cheaper than a report, and

there is need of education in the line of missions, it was considered

prudent to begin the publication. The Committee publishes it, the

Brethren's Publishing Company print it at cost, and all the profits,

if any, are turned into the mission work of the church. It is hoped

that every brother and sister will take an interest in the paper by

subscribing and getting others to subscribe. Subscription price,

25 cents per year.

Assistance to State Districts.

Northeastern Kansas, ...$ 50 00 Middle Missouri $ 50 00

Northwestern Kansas, . . . 150 00 Southern Missouri 50 00

Southwestern Kansas, . . . 125 00 Nebraska 100 00

Texas, 250 00 California 100 00

Middle Iowa, 100 00 Total, . $1,175 00

Northern Missouri, 200 00

Assistance for Building Meetinghouses,—Donations.

Eden Valley church, Kansas, $ 150 00

Bethany church, West Virginia ' 100 00

Cedar Rapids church, Iowa, 3o0 ^0

Cedar County church, Iowa, I 50 00

Sugar Ridge church, Michigan, • • • l"v 00

Total $ 850 00

Assistance for Building Meetinghouses.—Loans.

Braxton County church, West Virginia, $100 00

007RUnion church, Virginia, «°

Sugar Ridge church, Michigan • • *00

Golden Springs church, Nebraska, • • • 2 00 00

Total, • M 1 5 00

Summary.

Assistance to State Districts . 10

Donations for building meetinghouses, • 5
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Loans for building meetinghouses, 4

Members received by baptism, 56

Home and European Mission Fund.

Receipts.

Balance on hand from last report, $1,192 72.

General contributions, $4,423 26

Interest from Endowment Notes, 1,237 49

Interest from Loans of Endowment Fund, 607 50

Interest from Loans of Mission Fund, 124 73

Bills Receivable, Cedar Creek church, Kansas, .... 100 00

Bills Receivable, Rock Grove church, Iowa, ...... 150 00

Bills Receivable, Mansfield church, Missouri 24 00

Bills Receivable, Endowment Fund, 1,03 2 6 4

India Mission Endowment, 50 00

Total receipts, $7,7 49 62

$8,942 34

Expenditures.

Assistance to State Districts, $1,175 00

Donations for building meetinghouses, 850 00

Loans for building' meetinghouses, 175 00

Mission in Denmark, 630 73

Mission in Sweden 59 5 3 9

Mission in Louisiana, 253 60

Mission in Idaho, 234 53

Mission in Arkansas, 130 80

Mission in Kentucky 16 90

Mission in Washington, D. C, 592 41

Mission in Germantown, Fa 310 48

Expenses, Taxes, etc., Endowment Funds, 306 89

Work of consolidating the Committee, 187 14

Attorney's fees and other expenses, 106 56

Expense of Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania, . 83 97

Traveling expenses of Committee, 2 78 8

Tracts and Missionary Messengers, 47 25

Postage and stationery 47 22

Expenses of Traveling Secretary, 20 no

Secretary's salary 150 00

Returned for Western Sufferers, 12 00

Total expenditures, $6,504 67

Cash on hand, 2,43 7 6 7

$8,942 34

India Mission Fund.

Total receipts to May 1, 1894 $3,485 41

Loaned, : 3,000 00

Balance on hand, $ 485 41
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Endowment Fund.

Bequest Notes,
, $ 33.9S 5 00

Cash Paid Endowment, . 18,7 95 3 6

Real Estate, 47,500 00
Stocks, 1 0,600 00

Total, $110,880 36

Receipts According to States.

1. Illinois,

2 Pennsylvania,
3. Ohio,

4. Indiana,
0. Iowa, .

6. Kansas,
t. Maryland,
8. Nebraska,
9. Virginia,

10. California,

11. Missouri, . . . .

12. West Virginia,
13. Michigan,
14. Minnesota,
15. Colorado,
16. Idaho,

17. Florida,

18, Arizona, ......

a 9. Ontario, Can at

20. Europe,
21. Louisiana,
22. Oregon
23. New Jersey, .

a

$1,830 95 24

1,349 56 25

1,30 7 48 2 6

897 70 27
782 45 2 8

3 79 21 29

208 25 30

159 54 31

124 31 32

117 35

105 87 3 3

104 72

68 21

5 4 5

46 9 6

13 6

35 2 6

32 40

. . 30

2 8 93

2 5 19

23 Tc
17 5

15

15

9

3

9.

North Carolina, $ 16 00

Tennessee,
South Dakota,
Arkansas,
Kentucky,
Texas,
North Dakota,
Washington, D. C, . . 1

, Oklahoma and No
Man's Land, 1

Washington,
Unclassified, 130

Children's Mission, . 47

Annual Meeting col., 423

Part surplus of A. M., 112

Rent St. Louis meet-
inghouse, 582

Interest, Loans Mis-
sion Fund, ..... 124

Interest, Loans En-
dowment Fund, 4 77

tal, $9,748

50

10

00

50

30

71

60

5

81

00

56

8 8

75

73

50

39

This completes the work for the General Church Erection and

Missionary Committee. Already its successor, the General Mission-

ary and Tract Committee, has taken up the labor. A complete state-

ment of all the receipts and expenditures for the past ten years was
published in the April number of the Visitor, and because of its

length not given here. Those who would like to know where and

how the money has been spent (and who should not be interested

in that?) will please turn to that report for the information. The
Committee closes its labors with the consciousness of having done

the best it could, and now prays that the new Committee may be

given wisdom and means to carry forward the cause to greater

and more glorious results for God and humanity.

Daniel Vaniman, Foreman.
D. L, Miller, Treasurer.

Galen B. Royer, Secretary.
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Report of Auditing Committee.

We, the Committee appointed by Annual Meeting of 1894 to

audit the foregoing account for the year ending March 31, 1894,

do hud it to be correct.

W. D. Tisdale,

W. S. Reich a rd,

T. C. Denton.
Accepted.

Annual Report of the Brethren's Book and Tract Work for the

Year Ending May 1, 1894.

Receipts.

Cash balance from last year, $

Collections on personal accounts,
Cash from sales of books,

Cash from sales of tracts,
,

Cash from sales of Golden Gleams,
Cash from sales of sundries,

Cash from paid Endowment Notes, 1

Cash from new memberships,
Interest on Endowment Notes and Loans, 2

Church and individual donations, including- surplus from
last Annual Meeting, 718 35

869 74

388 38

398 42

10 6 6

16 05

12 3 9

,9 30

95 00

,370 90

Cash from all sources, $6,905 29

Disbursements.

Books, new electrotypes, etc $ 993 32

Printing, 680 54

Examining and Executive Committee, stamps, expressage, etc., 672 48

Agents' services, 771 86

Loaned out, 1,600 00

Salaries, help in office, etc., 550 0*

Total

Cash balance on hand,
$5,268 20

1,637 09

Loss and Gain.

Pamphlets, . . .$ 122 31

Accounts and fixtures, . . 91 68

Endowment refund 911 6 8

Agents' services, 771 86

Expense and printing, . . 1,404 16

Church refund, 5 i 42

Salaries, 5

148 78

Golden Gleams, B
and Books, ....

Tracts and sundries
Donations,
Ill tCl Co L, % • • • a a • • •

ibles

458

460

718

2,370

21

43

35

90

$4,007 89

$4,007 89
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Present Resources.

Cash on hand, , $ 1,637 09

Golden Gleams, per inventory, 163 90
Bibles and books 279 38
Tracts, 531 99

Fixtures and electrotypes, 363 35
Bills receivable 64,45 9 93
Loans on surplus, 1,800 00
Outstanding- accounts receivable, 250 97

Total $69,486 61

Liabilities.

Personal accounts payable $ 11 42

Surplus Fund, 4,590 26

Endowment Fund. 64,884 93

Total, ' $69,486 61

Samuel Bock, Secretary and Treasurer.

Report of Auditing Committee.

The above report audited and found to be correct.

W. D. Tisdale,

W. S. Reichard,

T. C. Denton.

Accepted.

A Recommendation from the General Missionary and Tract

Committee to the Standing Committee of Annual Meet-

ing of 1894.

Decided to recommend to Standing- Committee the plan of

colonization of Scandinavians in America as passed at a meeting

of the Committee January 3, 1893, and have a committee of three

appointed to carry it out.

1. That the Committee does favor a colony of Scandinavian

members in America.

2. That before organized they sustain the same relation to

the congregation in which they are located as other members.

3. That the colony when organized into a congregation hold

the same relation to adjoining congregations, to the District in

which they are, and to the Annual Meeting, as other congregations

hold.

4. That we recommend all Scandinavian members emigrating

to America to locate in such colony.

5. That if needed we will give, through their District Mission

Board, a reasonable amount for the support of a minister among
them. Galen B, Royer, Sec,
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Answer: We approve the plan and project proposed, and au-

thorize the General Missionary and Tract Committee to carry out

the same to the best of their judgment

India Missionaries Approved.

Bro. W. B. Stover and sister Mary Stover, his wife, of Waynes-

borough, Pa., Bro. A. W, Vaniman and sister Alice Vaniman, his

wife, of Topeka, Kans., and sister Bertha Ryan, of Chicago, 111.,

having been properly recommended by their respective churches,

and having been examined by the Standing Committee and the

General Missionary and Tract Committee, as applicants for the

India Mission held, are considered suitable for the work.

Therefore, we hereby recommend them to Annual Meeting for

approval, with the understanding that for the present the Mission-

ary and Tract Committee will send only three of them.

The General Missionary and Tract Committee.

Answer: The Standing Committee unanimously unites with
the General Missionary and Tract Committee in recommending
the above named members to the Annual Meeting for approval.
Passed the Annual Meeting by unanimous consent.

Elder to Denmark and Sweden.

The Silver Creek church of Illinois, where brother and sister

D. L. Miller hold their membership, respectfully recommends them
as suitable members to be sent to visit the churches in Denmark
and Sweden. L. A. Plate, Clerk.

Decision of the General Church Erection and Missionary Com-
mittee and confirmed by the General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee: "To recommend Eld. D. L. Miller and his wife to Standing

Committee as the ones to visit the churches in Denmark and

Sweden."

General Missionary and Tract Committee.

Answer: Received the endorsement of the Annual Meeting by
unanimous consent.

Auditing Committee Report.

The following report of committee auditing the books of the

Book and Tract Work was read and approved by the Annual
Meeting:

We, your committee, met at the office of the Book and Tract

Work May 15. 1894, to audit their books as directed by Annual
Meeting of 1893. We report as follows:
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1887

188S.

1889.

1 8 9

1891.

May 1, 1886.

Secretary's report, cash balance, .

Committee's report, cash balance,

May 1,

Secretary's report, cash balance, .

Committee's report, cash balance,

May 1,

Secretary's report, cash balance, .

Committee's report, cash balance,

May 1,

Secretary's report, cash balance, .

Committee's report, cash balance,

May 1,

Secretary's report, cash balance, .

Committee's report, cash balance,

May 1,

Secretary's report, cash balance, . .

Committee's report, cash balance, .

May 1, 1892.

Secretary's report, cash balance,

Committee's report, cash balance,

May 1, 1893.

Secretary's report, cash balance,

Committee's report, cash balance,

May 1, 1894.

Secretary's report, cash balance,

Committee's report, cash balance,

Summary.

May 1, 18 87, balance in favor of Tract Committee, .

May 1, 1888, balance against Tract Committee,

May 1, 1889, balance against Tract Committee,

May 1, 1890, balance in favor of Tract Committee,

May 1, 1891, balance against Tract Committee, . . .

Total balance in favor of Tract Committee,
Total balance against Tract Committee,
Final balance in favor of Tract Committee,

Signed by the Committee: I. J. Rosenberger, I. Be

L. A, Bookwalter.

$ 289 50

289 50

$ 403 76

328 55

$ 166 15

209 56

$ 591 64

. . 616 71

$1,067 76

999 10

$ 509 11

561 44

$ 784 45

784 45

$ 869 74

869 74

$1,637 09

1,637 09

75 21

43 41

25 07

68 66

52 33

143 8 7

120 81

23 06

nnett Trout,

Reciprocal Greeting.

To the Annual Meeting of the Brethren in America, of 18

From our District Meeting for Denmark and Sweden, held in

"Bethel" in Hordum Thyland, Denmark, March 25 and 26, 1894.

Greeting:

—

We have no question this year from our District Meeting to

send to Annual Meeting, but all our churches in Denmark and

Sweden, through this District Meeting, unite in sending much love

and warm greeting to the Annual Meeting and to the whole Broth-

39
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erhood in America, giving our hearty thanks for all their assis-

tance, helps and sympathy, both temporal and spiritual, received

from them till this day, for the spread of the true Gospel in our
country for saving sinners. We commend ourselves to our dear

Brethren in America, and hope to receive their sympathy still in

time to come, and are willing to labor with the whole Brother-

hood as " one body and one spirit' even as we, with you are called

in one hope of our calling. " One Lord, one faith, one baptism.
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all,

and in you all."

May a rich blessing from God our Father and our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all, is our prayer.

Signed in behalf of all the Brethren churches in Denmark and
Sweden, as a district, by

C. C. Eskildsen, elder in Fljorring, Denmark.
F\ C. Paulsen, elder in Frederikshavn, Denmark.
C. Hansen, elder in Roskilde Sjolland, Denmark.
A. Anderson, Linihamn, Sweden.

The brethren and sisters, assembled in General Conference at

Meyersdale, Pa., send our greeting of love to all our dear brethren
and sisters in Denmark and Sweden. Your greeting has been ac-

cept with gladness, and we are thankful to our Heavenly Father
that you enjoy that degree of love and graee and Christian fellow-

ship that is so much desired, and our prayer is that the Lord's
work may be continued among you and that you may be instru-

ments in his hands in accomplishing much good in his name.

Report of Trustees.

The Trustees of the General Conference submit the following

for the year ending with Annual Meeting of 1894:
June 17, 1893, received of David Bailey, Real Estate Agent, St.

Louis, Mo., rentals of church property in St. Louis, for
thirty-one months $620 00

Less Commission, $ 31 00
Street-sprinkling Tax, ' g 00
Balance, . . . 583 00
July 10, 1S93, Forwarded to Galen B. Royer, Secretary of the

General Church Erection and Missionary Committee, Mt.
Morris, 111., • $5 83 00

Less Draft, | 25
Balance, 582 i o

L. W. Teeter, Henry Frantz, S. R. Zug, H. C. Early; (H. C
Baker, absent.)

Report accepted.
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Resolutions from Standing Committee.

The following resolutions, offered by the Standing Committee,
were adopted by the Annual Meeting:

1. Resolved, that the Treasurer of the Brotherhood be re-

quired to submit to the Annual Meeting an annual report of funds

received and disbursed by him.

2. Resolved, That the expenses of the Committee appointed

to visit the churches in Western Pennsylvania and the First Dis-

trict of West Virginia be paid by the General Missionary and
Tract Committee.

3. Resolved, That hereafter the Standing Committee shall

meet on Thursday before the Annual Meeting at 8 A. M., and that

all papers intended for the Committee, if possible, be placed in

the hands of the Committee not later than Saturday morning.

4. Resolved, That the trustees of the brotherhood be instruct-

ed to deed the St. Louis property to the General Missionary and
Tract Committee.

Committees Appointed by the Annual Meeing.

Union City church, Darke Co., Ohio: L. H. Dickey, Samuel
Driver, L. W. Teeter.

Mississinewa church, Delaware Co., Ind. : D. L. Miller, Jesse

Stutsman, J. H. Wright.

Cedar Creek church, Anderson Co., Kans.: Daniel Vaniman,
John Wise, Wm. Davis.

Mt. Hope church, Oklahoma: Enoch Eby, Geo. E. Stude-

baker, Abram Molsbee.

To serve on the Tract Examining Committee: Enoch Eby.

On the Messenger Advisory Committee: L. W. Teeter.

On the General Missionary and Tract Committee: S. W.
Hoover.

School Visiting Committees:

Huntingdon, Pa., Andrew Bashor.

Bridgewater, Va., J. M. Cline.

Mt. Morris, 111., D. B. Eby, reappointed.

McPherson, Kans., Chas. M. Yearout,

Lordsburg, Cab, Peter Overholtzer, P. S. Myers in place of

J. W. Metsker, resigned.

Report of Committees.

The Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania presented an en-
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COUraging report and was instructed to continue its work in har-

mony with the principles of the Brotherhood.

The committee to visit certain churches in Western Pennsyl-

vania and the First District of Virginia is proceeding with its

work prudently, and feels sure that in time much good may he ac-

complished.

The School Visiting Committees presented in writing to the

Standing Committee well-prepared reports of the different schools,

showing that they were giving earnest and proper attention to the

work entrusted to their care.

These reports were submitted to a committee of three, with

instructions to consider them, and report to the next Standing

Committee such suggestions and recommendations as wisdom
would dictate.

Calls for the Annual Meeting for 1895.

(1) Northern Illinois. (2) Southern Illinois. (3) Northeastern

Kansas, Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and No Man's

Land, and Southeastern Kansas join in calling for the Meeting to

be held in Northeastern Kansas. (4) California.

The Annual Meeting for 1895 will be held in Southern Illinois.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that the Brethren assembled in General Conference

at Meyersdale, Pa., hereby express their gratitude

1. To God for the riches of his " grace, mercy and peace

"

bestowed upon us during another Annual Meeting.

2. To the brethren and sisters of Western Pennsylvania for

their words of welcome and deeds of kindness.

3. To the Committee of Arrangements and helpers, for their

efforts to provide for the comfort and entertainment of all in at-

tendance.

4. To the religious organizations of Meyersdale, for their

houses of worship, a favor highly appreciated by our ministry and
membership under the circumstances.

5. To the City of Meyersdale for the abundant supply of pure

mountain water and the good light furnished during the Meeting.

6. To the civil authorities for the good order that they have

maintained during our sojourn in the city.

7. To the various railroads for special rates and accommoda-
tions received.
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Standing Committee for 1894.

J. W. Eller, Tobias Kreidcr, S. M. Miller,

W. H. Naff, Samuel Sprankle, John Zuck,

Levi A. Wenger, L. H. Dickey, Abraham Wolf,

D. B. Arnold, Wm. Harshbargcr, Isaac F. Rairigh,

W, A. Gaunt, D. Bechtelheimer, S. M. Forney,

Eph. W. Stoner, A. H. Puterbaugh, Geo. E. Wise,

Geo. K. Sappington, S. Bucklew, Chas. M. Yearout,

S. A. Miller, Jos. Amick, B. B. Whitmer,
F. P. Cassel, J. H. Moore, E. Eby,

C. L. Pfoutz, J. Rufus Gish, Abraham Molsbee,

H. B. Brumbaugh, M. T. Baer, John Metzger,

David Plildebrand, G. W. Clemens, L. W. Teeter.

Enoch Eby, Moderator; L. W, Teeter, Reading Clerk; J. H.

Moore, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1895.

Decatur, 111.

Standing Committee organized by electing Bro. Enoch Eby,

Moderator; Bro. M. J. McClure, Reading Clerk; Bro. D. L. Miller,

Writing Clerk.

The General Conference was opened at 9 A. M., June 4, with

the usual devotional exercises.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. Whereas, The railroad companies of this country propose to

provide the ministers of the different churches with orders for

tickets at one-half the regular fare, and

Whereas, the ministers of the Brethren (German Baptist)

church have been refused these orders on. the ground that they

have Other occupations bearing remuneration, therefore:

Resolved, That the Huntingdon church ask District Meeting

to petition Annual Meeting to appoint a committee to memorialize

the United Passenger Association, requesting it to change the

rules governing the granting of these orders, or so modify them
as not to exclude the ministers of our church, and set forth the

following reasons or any other reason to Annual Meeting as the

committee so appointed may deem best.

(a) That, although our labors are humble, we do not like to
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stand excluded from the Christian Ministry of America by said

railroad companies.

(b) That we give our ministerial labors to the world free of

cost, and without remuneration.

(c) That our occupations are not intended to supplement a

salary for preaching and thus add to worldly wealth.

(d) That the few ministers who have ''no other occupation"
and who can conscientiously sign the applications for orders for

these privileges, generally have an independent competency; hence
the discrimination is in favor of the rich and against the poor.

(e) That our duties as ministers frequently call us into remote
parts of our congregations, which cover large areas of country,

and also into other congregations requiring .frequent use of

roads in performance of our church work.

(f) That although we have other occupations, our ministers

have made it a rule when such orders have been granted to use

them only for purposes contemplated in the granting of the or-

ders.

Answer: The petition was granted, and the following com-
mittee appointed to confer with the railroad associations concern-
ing the granting of half-fare permits to all of our ministers: D. L.
Miller, E. W. Stoner, and S. W. Hoover.

The Committee made a verbal report, which OH motion was
accepted and the Committee continued, with Bro. C. G. Lint to lill

vacancy caused by the death of Bro. S. W. Hoover.

2. We ask Annual Meeting to appoint a committee to report

to next Annual Meeting a plan for more efficiently carrying on city

mission work, and properly guarding the same.

Annual Meeting referred it to the General Missionary and
Tract Committee. Report of this special committee appointed by

the Missionary Committee is as follows:

1. City missions should be placed in charge of exemplary min-
isters, who are able and willing to teach and maintain the doctrines

and practices of the church.

2. They must be men who understand the character and wants
of city missions, and can adapt themselves to that class of

work.

3. In order that they may give the work their entire time and

attention it is necessary that they receive a reasonable support.

4. State Mission Boards are hereby authorized ami urged to

establish missions in cities where there are favorable Openings, and
sustain them in accordance with the above provisions.
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5. State Boards that cannot raise, or devise ways for raising

what is needed to maintain such missions, may apply to the

General Missionary and Tract Committee for assistance.

6. City missions thus established and maintained must sustain

the same relation to the respective State Districts as other congre-
gations, and should be urged to become self-supporting as soon as

practicable.

Passed by Annual Meeting.

QUERIES.

1. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting for per-
mission to give thanks fur the Communion bread and to break
the same in immediate connection with the Lord's Supper, accord-
ing to the pattern of our Master. See Matt. 26: 26; Mark 14'

22.

Answer: Decided to make no change in our present practice.

2. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to ap-
point a committee of live or more brethren to be taken from dif-

ferent parts of our Brotherhood, and who are well informed in

regard to the history and needs of our Sunday-school work. Let
this committee furnish information and otherwise assist the Mis-
sionary and Tract Committee in obtaining statistics and proper in-

formation in regard to the needs of our Sunday-school work and
let the Missionary and Tract Committee report the result to next
Annual Meeting.

Answer: Petition granted.

3. The Walnut Valley church petitions Annual Meeting through
District Meeting of Southwestern Kansas and Colorado to say
that deposed ministers shall not be restored to office without a

two-thirds majority, and then only to the first degree.

Answer: We decide that ministers may be restored to the dif-
ferent degrees of the ministry one degree at a time and by not
less than two-thirds of all votes cast.

4. The Neosho County church asks the Southeastern District

of Kansas to ask Annual Meeting to give a decision on the right

or wrong of the church changing, on Communion occasions, our
time-honored custom of clipping in the dish, and substituting a

saucer for each individual member.

Answer: We counsel our brethren to make no change in our
time-honored custom in this respect.
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5. Mineral Creek church of Missouri petitions Annual Meeting

through District Meeting to so amend Article 8 of Minutes of

Annual Meeting of 1876, page 26, as to prohibit those brethren

from leading in the song service who do not conform to the order

of the church in dress and general appearance.

Answer: Petition granted.

6. We ask the District Meeting to ask Annual Meeting whether

it is right, according to the spirit of the Gospel, to have sewing so-

cieties in the church.

Answer: Yes! If the sisters labor in union with the church

as expressed in the council and according to the principles of the

Gospel.

7. Will this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to recon-

sider Art. 7, of Minutes of 1869, and so change the answer that a

brother may be allowed to petition according to law for the loca-

tion of a ditch?

Answer: Passed Annual Meeting.

8. Will this District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to au-

thorize some brother to compile and publish in book form a his-

tory of the condition of the ecclesiastical world, that made the in-

ception of the Brethren Church a necessity; including the rise and

progress of the church, its growth in numbers and religious work,

etc.,—the true piety that characterized the lives of its devoted

leaders.—with a short biography of such as were the more zealous

and eminent?

Answer: We recommend the compilation and publication of

such a work.

9. We request Annual Meeting through District Meeting to re-

consider Art. 10 of 1856, and grant the privilege of lifting a public

collection when churches think it expedient to do so.

Answer: We reconsider
. the article and grant the privilege

asked for.

[The article reconsidered reads thus:
Art. 10, 1856.—Is it agreeable with the Gospel to make public

collections at public meetings, before the world, for our laboring
brethren? Considered not agreeable to the Gospel to hold such
collections, before the world, for the above purpose.]

10. We, the Lower Cumberland, Pa., congregation of the

Brethren, petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting that

the Standing Committee of Annual Meeting instruct the Com-
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mittee of Arrangements of Annual Meeting to select such Breth-

ren to preach in the meetinghouses of other religious organizations,

in the city or town where Annual Meeting may be held, as are

true representatives of the Brethren church in their clothing, hair,

beard and general appearance, as is agreeable to the Minutes of An-

nual Meeting.

Answer; Petition granted.

II Whereas Annual Meeting has decided that it is wrong

for members to have their likenesses taken, and that those that have

them taken shall put them away,—put them out of sight; and

whereas some of our members, either as authors, compilers, or pub-

lishers, have likenesses of members put in books and advertise that

such portraits are in the book; therefore we ask Annual Meeting

through District Meeting to say whether these authors, compilers

or publishers are an exception to said decisions, and if not, to say

that they shall stop doing so.

Answer: We do not consider them an exception, and there-

fore grant the request.

12. We, the Brethren of Beaver Creek congregation, petition

Annual Meeting through District Meeting of Western Maryland

to say what shall be done in case a brother is appointed to act

as ganger or storekeeper at a distillery, and has been requested

to resign, but refuses to relinquish his office.

Answer: If the brother refuses to resign he shall be dealt with

according to Matt, 18: 17. See Eph. 5: 11 and 1 Thess. 5: 22.

13. We, the members of the German Baptist Brethren church

at Brownsville, petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting

to say what shall be done with Brethren who aid and abet secret

societies, and let their houses for lodges for Freemasons and sym-

pathize with them generally.

Answer: Brethren who do so shall desist, and if they refuse

shall be dealt with according to Matt. 18: 17. See Eph. 5: 11.

14. In order that there may be a uniform practice in our

Brotherhood in ordaining elders, will Second District of Virginia

ask Annual Meeting to define clearly Sec. 2 of Art. 16, Minutes of

Annual Meeting, 1890?

Answer: It is the general rule to mention the name of the

brother to be ordained when presenting the matter before the elders

of the District,
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Report of the General Missionary and Tract Committee of the
German Baptist Brethren Church to the Annual Meeting

Held at Decatur, 111., June 4 to 6, 1895.

The following is a report of the work, which, by the grace of

God, the General Missionary and Tract Committee has done dur-
ing the year beginning April 1, 1894, and closing April 30, 1895.

European Missions.

CHURCHES.

Jylland, Denmark.
Thyland, Denmark,
Sjolland, Denmark,

Total
Malmo, Sweden,
Kjefling-e, Sweden, . .

Wanneberga, Sweden,
Liillea, Sweden, ....
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Home Mission and Tract Work by the General Missionary and
Tract Committee.

Louisiana.—The principal station of this mission is at Esterly,

where, during the past year, a meetinghouse was built; 113 meet-
ings, 5 council-meetings and 2 love feasts were held; 1 was received
by baptism, 6 by letter, and 3 moved away. The mission had a
strong foothold and still more effectual work is expected for the

future. The missionary, Eld. S. A. Honberger, held 10 meetings
in Alabama and 7 were baptized and one reclaimed.

Kentucky.—The year at this point has been one of better prep-
aration for future work. Eld. A. S. Gulp, with his family, has now
located near Campbellsville, and has begun work on a systematic
basis. At a number of points meetings are held regularly. Eld.

I. J. Roscnberger made two visits during last summer and preached
a number of times; S were received by baptism.

Washington, D. C—Considerable interest has been awakened
for this mission through the special call for donations to build a

much needed meetinghouse; to date, however, sufficient funds have
not been raised to justify the Committee to arrange for the house.
Though the year has been a trying one in the city, yet the results

have been encouraging on the whole. Bro. Lyon, the missionary,

held 114 regular meetings, 15 special meetings, with an average at-
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tendance of about 40. One love feast and 2 council-meetings were

also held; 4 were received by letter and 1 by baptism.

Germantown.—At this place the work is steadily growing, a

decided increase in attendance both at church and Sunday school

being noticeable; 113 meetings, 4 council-meetings and 1 love feast

were held; 2 were received by baptism and 2 by letter.

Chicago.—This mission came under the care of the Committee
one year ago, and since that time the Committee has been study-

ing more closely the needs of the work here. To think of one

mile square of the city, teeming with eternity bound souls, and not

having one church, one Sunday school, or one mission within its

limits, is appalling. The mission has been doing the best it

could. Regular services were held throughout the year in the

meetinghouse at 183 Hastings St., and a series of meetings in the

winter; 7 accepted Christ and were baptized. During the year

4 were received by letter. W. R. Miller, the missionary, has now
closed his business and will give his entire time to the work.

Baltimore.—Sister Carrie Anderson was placed in this city to

distribute tracts, and do such other missionary work as her hands

would find to do. In the six months of which we have an

itemized report she made 942 visits, and distributed 8,215 tracts.

Besides she conducted cottage prayer meetings and labored per-

sonally with many to accept Christ.

Arkansas.—Bro. D. L. Forney entered this field last summer,

to assist those located in this extensive mission territory. With
their cooperation a large number of meetings were held, and as an

immediate result 30 were received by baptism and 4 by letter. The
members at the different places are much encouraged. It is to be

regretted that Eld. James R. Gish, the founder and moving spirit

of these missions for the past years, must, on account of advanced

years, quit the field. Another will be placed in his stead as soon as

possible.

Among Scandinavians in America.—Eld. C. Hope spent con-

siderable time during the fall and winter holding meetings and visit-

ing among the Scandinavians in Nebraska. The need of more sys-

tematic work among these people is apparent. During his meet-

ings 1 was received by baptism and 1 reinstated.

Donations for Building Meetinghouses.

Paradise Prairie church, Okla., $100 00

Scott Valley church, Kans., 100 00

Sheldon church, Iowa, 100 00

Topeka church, Kansas, '. 100 00

Washington church, Kansas, 200 00
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Tyrone church, Pennsylvania, $250
Jennings church, Louisiana, 150 no
Roanoke church, Virginia, 200
Mohawk Valley church, Oregon, 3 00
Barron church, Wisconsin, loo 00

Loans on Meetinghouses.

Washington church, Kansas, $150 00
Barron church Wisconsin, 10 00

Assistance to State Districts.

Texas, $300 00 Middle Iowa $200 00
Middle Missouri, 150 Nebraska, 150
Northwestern Kansas, ,.. 250 00 Eastern Pennsylvania, ...150 00

Southwestern Kansas, '
. . 300 00

Summary.

Assistance to State Districts, 7
Donations for Meetinghouses ..10
Loans on Meetinghouses, 2

Received into membership 6 6

Chicago Children's Mission,

Total receipts. Oct. 1, 1S94, to May 30, 1895 $523 71
Expenditures from Oct. 1, 1894, to May 30, 1895:

Alice J. Boone, Support, $150 00
Lizzie B. Howe, Support , 150
Fuel, . . . .

" 37 00
Incidentals 22 00
Emergency Fund 58 40

Total expenditures $417 40

Balance on hand $10 6 31

Report of Work.

The mission conducts two Sunday schools each Lord's Day.
The one is at 183 Hastings St., in the church, in the morning.

This had an enrollment in October last of 65 and closed the year

May 30 with 75. The average attendance is 62, and the collection,

$31.82. The other Sunday school is in the afternoon, held in a

hall at 180 Henry St. This school began with an enrollment of

35 and closed the year with 40. The average attendance was 36,

and the collection, 75 cents.

Besides the Sunday school work the two missionaries, sisters

Alice J. Boone and Lizzie B. Howe, held 138 industrial meetings and

132 religious meetings during; the week days, in which the life of

Christ and other lessons from the Bible were taught. At the indus-



1895] the Church of the Brethren 621

trial meetings the children are taught how to sew, and at the same

time instructed in general work. The missionaries also visited 800

different families, made 1,200 visits and distributed 1,500 tracts.

The missionaries work among all classes and nationalities of chil-

dren, and many are the touching scenes revealing misery, want and

ignorance of a better life. The work especially commends itself

to every one who wishes to help raise fallen humanity to a higher

life, and now, that the General Committee has taken the work

under its care, it is hoped that its needs will never go unsupplied.

Itemized Report of Receipts and Expenditures.

Home and European Fund.

Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning- of year, $ 2,437 67

Paid back from endowments, . 1,3 75 23

General donations, $4,580 09

Interest from Missionary Endowment Notes, 83 3 9

Interest from Loans of Mission Fund, ....... 135 46

Income from part of paid-in Endowment. . . 009 68

Mission and Tract Fund, 358 86

Covina farm 450 00

Bills received, meetinghouse loans paid back, 4 67 40

Total receipts, $ 7,434 58

$11,247 48

Expenditures:
Assistance to State Districts, $1,500 00

Donations to meetinghouses, 1,00 00

Loans to meetinghouses, - 250 00

Transferred loan on meetinghouse, 450 00

Danish Mission 637 70

Swedish Mission, 340 82

Transferred to Swedish Mission account, . . 92 6 87

Arkansas Mission, , 235 18

Louisiana Mission 140 65

Kentucky Mission 123 95

Germantown Mission 369 66

Alabama Mission, 59 58

Chicago Mission, 586 60

Scandinavian Mission in America, 263 58

Washington City Mission, 532 47 \

One-half Committee's traveling expenses, . 144 49

Postage and stationery, . 9 8 82

Expense of Special Committee, etc 104 26

Expense of Endowment, 30 .92

Committees sent by Annual Meeting, .... 128 66

Transferred to Bills Receivable account, . . 75 00

Scandinavian Colonization business, 8 6 33

Hoover Estate in Virginia, 422 73
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Covina farm $ 13 6 30
Office fixtures, 67 60

Secretary's salary, . 150 00

Total expenditures, $ 9,4 62 17
Balance of cash on hand, 1,785 31

$11,247 48

Tract Work.

Receipts

:

Donations from churches and individuals,
Interest from Tract Endowment Notes, .

Interest from Tract Endowment Loans,
Profit on merchandise,
Proceeds of office fixtures,

* • «

$ 473 17

1,707 90

399 13

296 32

57 55

Total receipts,

Expenditures:
One-half traveling expenses of Committee, $

Expense of Tract Examining- Committee, . .

Gospel Messenger,
Tract Agents' services,

Benefit Rebate,
Printing of tracts, etc.

Bookkeeping, office work, etc.,

Total expenditure,

Cash balance,

$ 2,934 07

144 49 •

68 57

49 50

417 33

875 19

294 35

416 66

$ 2,266 09

$ 2,934 07

Statement of Balances of Treasurer's Ledger.

Home and European Fund.

L. P.

1. Cash on hand,
12. Bills Receivable, Meetinghouse Loans,
64. Covina farm,

70. Cassel donations

.$1,785 31

. 3,908 93

S3. Home and European Fund,
93. Hoover estate in Virginia,

10 8. Office fixtures
• • • •

1,633 75

76 32

7,894 64

422 73

67 60

$7,894 64 $ 7,894 64

India Fund.

1. Cash on hand,
,

91. Balance of general donations,
95. Bills Receivable,

$1,225 94

3.000 00
$ 4,225 94

$4,225 94 $ 4,225 94
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Tract Fund.

1. Cash on hand, $ 667 98
109. Tract Fund, { 667 gg

Washington City Meetinghouse Fund.

1. Cash on hand 11,929 87
97. Donations, $ i ^ o 2 9 87

Asia Minor Fund.

1. Cash on hand, $ 6 7 40
115. Donations, $ 6740

S

e

a n di

n

a v

i

an C o lonizati on B usiness.

1. Cash on hand . $1,000 00
10 5. Donation $ 1,00 00

Denmark Poor Fund.

1. Cash on hand $ 762 86

113. Donations, interest, etc., $ 762 86

Home and European Mission Endowment (Paid in).

1. Cash on hand $ 5 69 50

57. Total Endowment paid in $35,067 86
84. Bills Receivable 8,912 3 6

8 8. Real Estate 15,086 00

110. Brethren's Publishing Company stock 10,500 00

$35,067 86 $35,067 86

Tract Endowment.

1. Cash on hand $ 1,853 00

100. Total Endowment, paid In $16,848 00
no. Brethren's Publishing Company stock, 2,000 00

112. Bills Receivable 12,095 00

$16,848 00 $16,848 00

India Endowment.

1. Cash on hand $50

90 Paid in Endowment, $50 00

Summary of Cash.

Home and European Fund, $1,785 31

India Endowment, 1,225 94

Tract Endowment, 66 7 98

Washington City Meetinghouse Fund, 1,02 9 87

Asia Minor Fund 6 7 40

Scandinavian Colonization Business. 1,000 00

Denmark Boor Fund, . . . 762 86
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Home and European Endowment, $ 569 50
Tract Endowment 1,853 00
India Endowment, 50 00

titTotal cash balance, $ 9,011 8 6

Remarks.

The cash balances of the above report were the available funds

to be used by the Committee on May 28 and 29. The larger part

has now been appropriated, but inasmuch as the fiscal year closes

with April 30, the appropriations do not appear in this report.

The cash on hand throughout the year has been on deposit- in

the Bank of Mt. Morris, no part of it at any time being used per-

sonally either by the Secretary or any member of the Committee.

Of the Home and European Endowment Fund Bills Receiv-

able all is loaned at 7 per cent interest, and secured by first

mortgage, except about $400. The Real Estate account, $15,086,

represents the following:

A farm of 60 acres near Waterloo, Iowa, in which the G. C.

E. & M. Committee invested, % 586
A farm of SO acres near Covina, Cal., in which the G. C. E. &

M. Committee invested endowment cash, 12,000
And delivered one endowment, note of, 1,000
House and lot in Roann, Ind., which the Committee took for an

endowment note of 500
House and lot near Trotwood, Ohio, in which the committee

invested endowment cash, 500
And an endowment note of, 10

Of the $10,500 Brethren's Publishing Company stock, $500 was
received in exchange for a 5 per cent interest bearing Endowment
Note and $10,000 was given to the Committee under an irrevocable-

contract, the donor retaining the benefit during life. The $500 is

held in fee simple.

Of the Tract Endowment Bills Receivable, $4,470 is not se-

cured by mortgage. The loans are bearing 6 or 7 per cent interest.

The Brethren's Publishing Company stock of $2,000 was received

for two Tract Endowment bequest notes of $1,000 each, and held

under irrevocable contract.

In addition to the above endowment the Committee has in

its care the following endowments in the form of interest and non-

interest bearing" notes and agreements;

Home and European Endowment $42,555 00

Tract Endowment, 34,281 G6

India Endowment, 2,000 00
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Distribution of Tracts and Books.

Although distribution of tracts did not begin at the new office

until June 15, 1894, yet from that time to the close of the year

168,000 tracts were sent out. These white-winged messengers

of peace went to many homes in the United States and some to

far away India. The cash sales from tracts have been very encour-

aging; this, no doubt, comes from the reduced prices of the tracts.

The aim of the Committee is to furnish tracts at as small an ex-

pense as possible, and surely it is succeeding when 1,800 pages of

reading matter in tract form is sent post-paid for $1.00. Churches

should note that under the provisions of the new constitution 10

per cent of all donations to the General Mission and Tract Work is

redeemable in tracts.

An accurate account of the number of books handled during

the year was not kept. Suffice it to say, that the office sent out

about 2,250 Seven Churches of Asia, some 8,800 Brethren's Sunday

School Song Book, besides a large number of miscellaneous books.

Last December the Gish Bible Fund for purchasing Bibles at

wholesale prices was advertised for the first. From that time to

date over 250 Bibles were handled by the office.

1. Pennsylvania,

%. Ohio
3. Indiana,

4. Illinois,

5. Iowa,
6. Virginia
7. Maryland,
8. Kansas
9. Nebraska,

10. Missouri, ....

11. West Virginia,

12. California,

13. Oregon, ......

14. Arkansas,
15. Tennessee, . . . ,

16. Minnesota,
17. Michigan
18. New Jersey, . ,

2,439 5 1 19

1,794 40 2

1,686 63 21

1,543 92 go

930 55 23

743 27 2 4

524 63 25

488 13 26

167 08 2 7

129 58 28

115 35 2 !
i'

95 12 3

43 10 31

43 2 32

3 7
n o

36 15 34

34 6-5 3 5

O6 a 90 ii O

Florida $ 23

Ontario 17

Louisiana, . 16

North Carolina, .... 13

Europe, 12

Texas, 10

Oklahoma, 10

Arizona, 6

Colorado, 6

District of Columbia, 6

Washington, ........ 5

Idaho, 2

Wisconsin, 2

North Dakota, 1

New York, 1

Georgia, 1

Indian Territory, ....

Unclassified, 412

40

00

71

00

73

85

5 6

35

15

62

50

95

50

50

00

25

08

This was the first year for the new committee and every mem-
ber had something new to pass judgment upon. The aim has been

to serve the church and her interests and wherein it has failed the

error has been of the head and not the heart.

Our hearts were saddened when, a few weeks after the Feb-

ruary meeting, we heard of the sudden death of our brother and

co-worker, S. W. Hoover. As is known, he was an active worker

40
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in the Book and Tract Work of the church, and none knew his zeal

and concern for the welfare of Ziun so well as those who worked
with him. Though we do not understand why he was called

hence now, yet we believe it was for the best, and humbly submit
to an All-wise Providence.

According to the power delegated to the Committee Isaac

Frantz of Ohio was unanimously chosen to complete Bro. Hoover's
ii

:
on the Committee.

The work is branching out and becoming great in extent and
responsibility, and the Committee deeply feels the need of divine

aid and the cooperation of the church. May such be given her.

Enoch Eby, Foreman; Galen B. Royer, Secretary; D. L. Miller,

Treasurer.

Report of Auditing Committee.

We, your committee, appointed to audit the Missionary and
Tract account books, have audited the same to the best of our
ability, and hereby certify that the preceding reports are correct,

so far as we were able to ascertain.

H. E, Eight,

Geo. E. Studebaker,

L. EI. Eby.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Report of Trustees.

The trustees of the General Conference submit the following,

for the year ending with Annual Meeting of 1895:

Oct S, 1894, received of David Bailey, Real Estate
Agent, St. Louis, Mo., rentals of church property, $200 00

Less Commission, $ io 00
Amount Retained for Incidental Repairs, etc., 20 00
Street-sprinkling- Tax, Carpenter Work, Advertising,

Total 26 41

Balance on hand, 143 59

L. W, Teeter, S. R. Zug. Henry Frantz; (H. C. Early and H. C.

Baker, -absent).

Calls for Annual Meeting.

(1) California, 1896. (2) Kansas, 1896. (3) Nebraska, 1897.

(4) Northern Illinois, 1896. (5) Middle Missouri, 1896. (6) Mid-
dle Indiana, 1896. (7) Second District of Virginia, 1899.

The Annual Meeting for 1896 will be held in the Northeastern

District of Kansas,
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Committees Appointed.

On General Missionary and Tract Committee: S. F. Sanger,
Samuel Zug.

Tract Examining Committee: D. S. Filbrun.

School Visiting Committees:

—

Lordsburg, Cal., Isaac M. Gibble.

McPherson, Kans., Levi W. Fitzwater.
Mt. Morris, 111., J. Q Murray.
Huntingdon, Pa., Jas. A. Sell.

Bridgewater, Va., L, A. Wenger.
General Railway Committee, Trans-Missouri Association, S. Z.

Sharp.

Advisory Committee, Gospel Messenger, Daniel Hays. W. R.
Deeter, to fill vacancy caused by resignation of L. W. Teeter.

Committee on Sunday school needs and statistics, I. B. Trout,
C. E. Arnold, Grant Mahan, J. B. Brumbaugh, J. M. Keagy.

Committee to audit Annual Meeting Treasurer's books: G. B.
Royer, L. H. Eby, Daniel Hays.

To compile and publish history of the church: Eld. S. Z.

Sharp.

To accompany and assist Bro. D. L. Miller in church work in
Sweden and Denmark: Eld. C. Hope.

Whereas reports are being circulated in our Brotherhood in-

jurious to the character and influence of the church at Huntingdon,
Pa., therefore we send a committee to investigate said reports and
set in order the things wanting: W. R. Deeter, Lewis W. Teeter,
Daniel Hays, C. G. Lint, J. H. Miller.

Committee to Linville and Pleasant Valley churches, Second
District of Virginia: David Long, Jonas Grabill, D. B. Arnold.

Committee to Logan church, Northwestern Ohio: J. H. Miller,

H en ry
_
F r a n t z

, J o h n S ra i t h

.

Committee to Pine Creek church, Northern Indiana: M. J.

McClure, Jacob Snell, Stephen Ullery, D. B. Eby, D. E. Price.

Committee to the Bachelor Run church, Flora, Ind.: D. E.

Price, Henry Frantz, Jesse Stutzman, D. F. Hoover, Daniel Wit-
mer.

Committee to Bear Creek church, Montgomery Co., Ohio: L.

H. Dickey, Samuel Loose, Samuel Driver.

Committee to Mineral Creek church, Middle Missouri: Enoch
Eby, M. J. McClure, Jos. Amick.

Committee to Pleasant Valley church, Southern District of

Ohio: Jacob Reiff, Samuel Driver, Jacob Rairigh.



628 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1895

Recommendations by Missionary and Tract Committee.

The General Missionary and Tract Committee recommends to

Standing Committee Bro. G. J. Fercketl as a missionary to be sent

to Asia Minor.

An sw e r : Recomm e n d a t i n granted.

Decided to recommend to Standing Committee the following:

Standing Committee shall appoint a committee of three breth-

ren who are practical bookkeepers to audit books of General Mis-

sionary and Tract Committee at its office.

Annual Meeting agreed to do so, and the following were ap-

pointed: J. C Mellinger, L. R. Peifer, Aaron Clair.

Report of Committees.

The report of the Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania was
adopted. The Committee was continued and instructed to carry

forward the work as rapidly as prudence will dictate.

Bro. J. F. Oiler having resigned on the Committee to Eastern

Pennsylvania, Bro. D. B. Arnold was appointed in his place.

Report of Committee from Annual Meeting to Western Penn-
sylvania adopted, and instructed to proceed with the work placed

in their hands as rapidly as prudence will dictate.

Bro. Daniel Hays resigned his place on the Committee and

Bro. Levi Wenger was appointed in his place.

Resolutions from Standing Committee.

1. Resolved, that hereafter Standing Committee shall meet at

8 o'clock A. if., on Thursday (before Annual Meeting).

2. That all papers be placed in the hands of Standing Com-
mittee as early as possible.

3. That Standing Committee shall be under no obligations to

receive any papers after the close of the forenoon session on Mon-
day.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that the Brethren assembled at Annual Meeting at

Decatur, III, hereby express their gratitude

1. To God for his mercy and goodness bestowed upon us dur-

ing this Annual Meeting.

2. To the brethren and sisters of Southern Illinois for their

many words of welcome and deeds of kindness.

3. To the Committee of Arrangements and their helpers, for

their untiring efforts to provide for the comfort and entertain-

ment of all,
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4. To the various churches of Decatur, 111., for the use of their

houses of worship, and their highly appreciated kindness shown to

our people.

5. To the citizens of Decatur, 111., for the abundant supply of

good water, light, and comfortable buildings gratuitously furnished,

for the successful holding of this meeting, and for the comfortable

lodging places so kindly furnished us.

6. To the civil authorities for their ample protection and aid

in preserving good order,

7. To the various railroads for the special rates and accom-

modations afforded our people.

8.. To the street-car lines for their accommodations in convey-

ing us to and from the place of meeting while in the city.

Standing Committee for 1895.

D. L. Miller, S. B. Shirkey, C. G. Lint,

P. S. Myers, Fred Gulp, Jas. A. Sell,

A. W. Austin, C. Holderman, E. D. Book,

Jacob Witrnore, Solomon BuckleW, C. Bucher,

John Hollinger, M. J. McClure, D. F. Stouffer,

W. B. Sell, D. B. Eby, Ed. S. Bruner,

I. H. Crist, J. H. Miller, Z. Annon,

Owen Peters, Samuel Leckrone, Tobias S. Fike,

Daniel Chambers, David F. Hoover, L. A. Wenger,

Jacob A. Murray, Christ. Krabill, S. F. Sanger,

J. W. Diehl, F. B. Weimer, Geo. W. Hutchison,

John Gable, Henry Frantz, C. H. Diehl.

Enoch Eby, Moderator; M. J. McClure, Reading Clerk; D. L.

Miller, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1896.

Ottawa, Kans.

Standing Committee organized by electing D. E. Price, Mod-

erator; L. H. Dickey, Reading Clerk; D. L. Miller, Writing Clerk;

I. D. Parker, Assistant Writing Clerk.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to appoint

a committee of five or more brethren, to be taken from dilferent

parts of our Brotherhood, and who are well informed in regard to

the history and needs of our Sunday school work. Let this cum-
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mittee furnish information and otherwise assist the Missionary

and Tract Committee in obtaining statistics and proper informa-
tion in regard to the needs of our Sunday school work and let the

Missionary and Tract Committee report the result to next Annual
Meeting.

The petition was granted by the Annual Meeting of 1895 and

the committee appointed. The committee reported as follows:

Ottawa, Kans., May 25, 1896.

To Annual Meeting, Greeting:

—

We, your Sunday School Committee, appointed by Annual
meeting of 1895, by instruction of the General Missionary Com-
mittee, submit the following:

Art. 1.—We mailed circulars of inquiry to all churches with-

in our knowledge. While a majority of these circulars have been
returned with satisfactory information, yet not a sufficient number
from which to gather correct statistics and information in regard
to the condition of our Sunday schools. If desired and so direct-

ed by this Annual Meeting, we will, as soon as practicable, within
the coming year, publish in the Gospel Messenger the most inter-

esting features of the information gathered.

Art. II.— (1) We recommend that this Annual Meeting appoint
a committee of three brethren who are in sympathy with our
Brotherhood and her Sunday school work. This committee to sustain

a relation to our Sunday school literature similar to that sustained

by the Advisory Committee to the Gospel Messenger, and to be

amenable to the Annual Meeting through the Standing Committee.
This committee shall assist the publishers of our Sunday school

literature in keeping our quarterlies, papers, etc., sound in the doc-

trines of the Scriptures, as understood by the General Brotherhood,

and in raising the standard of our Sunday school literature as rap-

idly as possible.

(2) Ave further recommend that this Sunday School Commit-
tee conduct a Sunday school meeting in the Tabernacle at each
Annual Meeting, the program and arrangements for such meeting
to be subject to the approval of Standing Committee.

(3) The term of office of this committee shall be three years,

except those first appointed, one of whom shall serve one year;

one, two years, and one, three years.

(4) Should it become necessary for this committee to incur

some expenses, let such expenses be paid from the Sunday school

missionary contributions, or by public collection at annual Sunday
school meeting.
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Signed: I. Bennett Trout, C. E, Arnold.

Approved by the Annual Meeting.

QUERIES.

The four following queries were submitted by the General
Missionary and Tract Committee to the Standing Committee and
answered as follows:

1. What shall be done when missions located within the bounds
of State Districts are not properly supported, sometimes sadly neg-
lected, by District Boards and local congregations?

Answer: We recommend that State District committees and
local congregations who neglect mission points be reported to the
District Meeting and be required to faithfully discharge their duties.

Passed Annual Meeting.

2. As there is a pressing demand for Bro. Fercken to be al-

lowed to receive into church fellowship, without rebaptism, such
adult applicants as were baptized by trine immersion for remission

of sins by the Greeks and Armenians, and are willing to adopt our

faith and practice, we recommend that a committee of five be ap-

pointed to look into the question of rebaptism as it relates to the

Asia Minor Mission, and report to the next Annual Meeting.

Passed Annual Meeting.

3. No provision has been made for the support of missionaries,

who, through their labors in the mission field, have become dis-

abled.

Answer: We recommend that a committee of three be appoint-
ed to draft a plan to provide for disabled missionaries and report
same to Annual Meeting of 1897.

Passed Annual Meeting.

4. No one is authorized to decide which State District shall

take charge of a mission point about which some misunderstanding
has arisen after such mission point has become organized.

Answer: We recommend that, when a mission point is organ-'
ized into a church, the General Missionary and Tract Committee
recommend the church to a District, and if said recommendation
is not heeded, Annual Meeting; shall say where it belongs.

Passed Annual Meeting.

5. We, the brethren and sisters of the Brummett's Creek

church, N. C, petition District Meeting to urge Annual Meeting

to make a decision on the divorce question, in order to avoid

trouble in the churches, as It was indefinitely postponed by Annual
Meeting of '91.
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Answer: In view of the very grave nature of the question, we
ask Annual Meeting to appoint a committee of live, to carefully

and prayerfully frame an answer to the paper and report the

same to this meeting, if possible, and if not, to Annual Meeting of

1897.

6. Will the District Meeting of Southern Ohio ask Annual

Meeting to define the relation that exists between elders and the

church in which they live? Upon the removal of the acting elder

by death, or otherwise, is it the duty or privilege of another to

take the oversight of said church, without the said church making
choice of him to do so?

Answer: No, not without the choice of the church, or by ap-
pointment of some other authorized body. This decision does not
apply to past actions.

7. (Salem church, Southern District of Ohio.) We petition An-
nual Meeting through District Meeting to reconsider Art. 10 of

Minutes of Annual Meeting of 1889, and so amend, that no dele-

gate to Annual Meeting or District Meeting, or member of the

Standing Committee be accepted as such who uses, raises, buys or

sells tobacco.

Answer: We grant petition asked for.

8. (Mississincwa church, Delaware Co., Ind.) Inasmuch as Art.

43, of 1827 (see Revised Minutes, page 187), makes it binding on

mm'-ters performing the an Inting service to make three applica-

tions of oil, we ask Annual Alee ting through District Meeting if it

would not be more in harmony with the command, " Anointing

them in the name of the Lord' (James 5: 14), to make but one ap-

plication?

Answer: We are satisfied with the present practice, believing
it to be in harmony with the command.

9. We, the members of the Manchester church, petition Dis-

trict Meeting of Middle Indiana to ask Annual Meeting to recog-

nize a Brethren's school at North Manchester.

Answer: Decided that the North Manchester school be placed
upon the same status held by other schools in our Brotherhood.

10. The Pine Creek church petitions Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to appoint a committee of five brethren to investi-

gate the subject of life insurance, to find out whether or not there

are any life insurance companies who issue policies which the

Brethren may accept without violating any Gospel principle. This
committee to report to next Annual Meeting.
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Answer: We cannot grant the request.

11. Inasmuch as getting consent of the elders of the District

in sending missionaries to foreign fields may interfere with prompt
action on the part of the General Missionary and Tract Committee
to meeet the demands of the field, because many Districts have

their meetings in the fall instead of the spring, and inasmuch as

we think the investigation of the General Missionary and Tract

Committee, which gets the confidential statement of three or

more elders who know the applicant, concerning his soundness in

the faith, etc., and the recommendation of the local congregation,

and the approval of Standing Committee and the Annual Meeting,

are sufficient safeguards, therefore we petition Annual Meeting

through District Meeting to drop the requirement of consent of

the elders of the District in sending missionaries to foreign

fields.

Answer: Petition granted by Annual Meeting.

12. We, the Bethany congregation, ask Annual Meeting through

District Meeting that, inasmuch as ours is an adjoining congrega-

tion to the- George's Creek congregation, in the Western District

of Pennsylvania, and whereas some of the members of the said

George's Creek congregation do not conform to the order of our

beloved Brotherhood and they sometimes attend our Communions
while out of order, which gives us trouble, and when asked if they

know they are out of order, they answer, <4 No, no one ever told us

we are out of order," we ask Annual Meeting to take steps that

will very soon obviate this trouble.

Answer: Whereas there is a committee appointed to look after

some churches in Western Pennsylvania and Western Virginia, we
refer the matter to said committee to take the needed steps.

13. The Milmine church asks Annual Meeting through District

Meeting to limit the validity of " church letters
M

to six months

from the time members locate in the limits of an organized church,

when it is possible to present them.

Answer: Request granted by Annual Meeting.

14. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to say

if the " Bible Schools " held in the local churches are condemned by

Art. 10 of the Minutes of 1882.

Answer: No.

15. Is it proper for Brethren to use our Church name in con-

nection with . business, such as the " Brethren's Insurance Co./'
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"The Brethren's Emigration Society," "The Brethren's Schools,"
The Brethren's Grocery Co.," etc.? Passed to the Annual Meeting

with the answer, No. This should not be so construed as to apply
to business authorized as church business by Annual Meeting.

Answer: Passed Annual Meeting.

16. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting
that future editions of the " Brethren's Hymnal " have the words
printed between the staff when possible, and that all duplicate

tunes be substituted with other tunes.

Answer: Decided to make no change.

17. We, the members of the Slate Creek congregation, petition

Annual Meeting through District Meeting to decide that all queries
of a general and ecclesiastical character that are to be considered
by Annual Meeting shall be published in the Gospel Messenger or

its successor before the time of Annual Meeting.

Answer: It is so decided.

18. We recommend that the General Missionary and Tract
Committee be authorized to revise or add to the Brethren's Sunday
School Song Book.

Answer: We grant the Missionary Committee the privilege to
do so.

Report of the General Missionary and Tract Committee of the Ger-

man Baptist Brethren Church to the Annual Meeting
Held at Ottawa, Kans., May 26 to 28, 1896,

To the Annual Meeting of 1896,

Dear Brethren and Sisters:—
The second year of labor for the General Missionary and Tract

Committee ended April 30, and in reviewing the work done and
noting the progress made, as it is found in this, our annual report,

a deep feeling of gratitude to God for what has been done, possesses

our hearts. To hi in be glory for ever and ever.

During the year our Treasurer, Eld. D. L. Miller, was on a

leave of absence, having been sent by the Committee and the An-
nual Meeting to visit the churches and missionaries in the foreign

fields. All his travels in visiting the several foreign missions were
done entirely at his own expense. Though not present at the meet-
ings of the Committee, his heart was in the work and the Committee
received letters from him containing suggestions concerning the

fields visited and thus he rendered valuable assistance in the work.
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In his absence Eld, J. C, Lahman of Illinois, occupied his place in

Committee meetings, and the Secretary acted as Treasurer.

Our Foreign Fields.

Denmark and Sweden.— Eld. D. L. Miller and wife, and Eld.

C. Hope were sent to visit the churches in these countries, and

while there Eld. II. B. Brumbaugh and brethren T. T. Myers and

W. L. Bingaman, of their own accord, visited some of the congre-

gations. Their visit was timely, their labors appreciated, and they

succeeded in doing much for the church. They left the church in

good working order, full of zeal, and a strong desire to stand faith-

ful to primitive Christianity. The ministry is zealous in its work
and not a little sacrifice is made in behalf of the cause* At least

two brethren endured imprisonment because they refused to learn

the art of vr ar. The Committee is increasing the list of tracts in

the Scandinavian languages and a song book with suitable hymns
is now prepared for the printers and will be sent to them in due

time. From a statistical standpoint the churches are as follows:
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... 4 92 1 . . 2 2

7 85 2 69 9 4 2 4

* 1 Restored. t 1 Restored.

India Field.— It has now he en two years since the three who
have been working in this field were approved by this meeting.

The years have been full of experience. The missionaries are ao
quiring the language, and becoming more fully acquainted with the

people, and the difficulties they have to meet. Affliction was heavy

upon erne of them, but he was raised up, and is, with the others,

earnest in the work. A number have made inquiry concerning the

faith, but none have been received into fellowship. Eld. D. L. Mil-

ler and wife spent Some weeks in this field and were deeply im-

pressed with the great need of mission work. They found the
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missionaries of one mind and faith and desirous to be in full

sympathy and harmony with the Brotherhood at home.

Smyrna, Asia Minor,—One year ago it was decided to open

a mission at Smyrna. Bro. G. J. Fercken and wife, the missionaries

appointed, reached their field of labor July 13, 1895. In September

Eld. D. L, Miller and wife, Eld. PL B. Brumbaugh, and brethren

T. T. Myers and W. L. Bingaman, visited the mission, and on Sept.

29 the first love feast was held. Seven persons sat around the table

of the Lord and several Greeks were present at the services.

Previous to the feast Bro. G. J. Fercken was ordained to the elder-

ship, elders D. L. Miller and H. B. Brumbaugh laying on hands.

The first baptism was administered Oct. 17, 1895, and on April 15,

1896, there had been nine received into the church,—five from the

Greek, three from the Armenian, and one from the an-A rmen o-

Protestant faith. On Jan. 26 the First Church of the Brethren was
organized. At this meeting one deacon was elected and an evange-

list duly appointed. At the second feast, held April 2, eleven com-

muned. Statistics for the year: Church of Smyrna, one elder, one

minister, one deacon, eleven members, nine baptized, two love

feasts held.

Missions in America.

The Committee has continued its work at Germantown, Pa.,

Washington, D. O, Chicago, 111., and in Arkansas and Louisiana.

There was some work done in Florida also. The different points

each have their encouragements and discouragements, and their

perplexities. Yet with it all progress has been made and we have

reason to praise God that souls have been born into the kingdom of

grace. For convenience and brevity we tabulate information from

these several points:
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In addition to the above Eld. C. Hope spent some weeks among
the Scandinavians in Nebraska. He held twenty-nine meetings, vis-
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ited and distributed tracts, and held one love feast and baptized

three.

In connection with the above the Committee has placed regular-

ly-appointed tract distributors at Roanoke, Va., Washington, D. C,

Hutchinson and Ottawa, Kans., in Arkansas and in Malmo Sweden.

In addition to these, in various parts of the country, where isolated

members live and desire to spread the faith, they have been sup-

plied with tracts gratis. These all have done good work, though

the results in each case merge into the work of the church which

they help. Bro. D. M. Click has done very satisfactory work in

parts of Maryland and Pennsylvania in holding classes to improve

the singing in the congregations and introduce the literature pub-

lished by the Committee.

Chicago Children's Mission.—During the year two points of

work have been maintained, the one at the church at 183 Hastings

St., and the other in the neighborhood of Waller Street. Sunday

school each Lord's Day at each place, two industrial meetings and

four Bible lessons each week have been held. Since Feb. 1, forty

meetings were conducted in the Reading Room of the Branch Mis-

sion. In addition to the above, sixteen hospital visits were made

The sisters made over one thousand calls, cared for eight person:

during sickness, assisted in feeding and clothing about thirty,

and distributed over two thousand tracts. While on their visit east

last summer they held thirty-seven meetings and twenty-eight Bi-

ble readings. Last winter the missionaries moved their home to

the Branch Mission, but the Committee has considered it best to

move back into the neighborhood of the church and concentrate

the efforts of the mission at the same place the Chicago church is

working. At a recent meeting sister Boone tendered a letter of

withdrawal from the work under the Committee, and the same,

after careful consideration, was accepted. Sister Elizabeth Howe

has been placed in full charge of the mission, and sister Susie

Forney, of Polo, 111., added to the corps of workers. Hereafter all

donations for the Chicago Children's Mission should be addressed

to sister Howe and the same will be acknowledged through the

Visitor. We bespeak for this great work in the city the hearty

support of all the brethren and sisters.

Donations for Building Meetinghouses.

Wichita church, Kansas, $ 1°° 00

Carthage church, Missouri, 200 00

Smith Grove church, Missouri, ^00 00

Denver church, Colorado 25 ° 00

Pilot Knob church, Arkansas, 100 00
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Des Moines Valley church, Iowa, $ 200' 00
Glendale church, Arizona, 200 00

Loans on Meetinghouses.

Pilot Knob church, Ark.,
, | ^00 00

Assistance to State Districts.

Northwestern Kansas, . ,| 300 00 Middle Iowa $ 100 00
Southeastern Kansas, . . loo 00 Texas, Oklahoma and No
Northeastern Kansas, . .. . 75 00 Man's Land 200 00
Southwestern Kansas,

. . 100 00 California 100 00
Northern Missouri, 100 00 Oregon, Idaho and Wash., 450 00
Middle Missouri, 50 00
Southern Missouri, 100 00 Total, $1,825 00
Nebraska 150 00

Summary.

Assistance to State Districts 19
Donations to Meetinghouses 7

Loans to Meeting-houses,
( 4

Received into membership in all fields 74

Itemized Statement of Receipts and Expenditures.

Home and European Fund.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at beginning- of year, $ 1,785 31
Donations, Interests and general income,
Covina farm,
Chicago Home Building Fund,
Cassel Donation properties,

Meetinghouse Bills Receivable,

Total,

Expenditures:
Assistance to State Districts,

Donations to building meetinghouses, ....
Loans on meetinghouses, . .

.'
. ion 00

Danish Mission, 1.058 69
Swedish Mission, 1,0 71 77
Arkansas Mission, 2 66 76
Louisiana Mission. 141 95
Kentucky Mission, 40 25
Florida Mission, 37 so
Washington Mission 578 76
Chicago Mission, 656 84
Germantown Mission 2!)6 23
Scandinavian Mission in America, J 77 87
Scandinavian colonization business, 90 01
Missionary Visitor for last year, 210 01

7,8 7 80

8

64 5 5

99 68

672 50 9,157 53

$11,212 84

1,825

1,250 00
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Transferred to Asia Minor !

One-half Committee's traveling expenses.

Secretary's salary

Expense for endowment
Committees sent by Annual Meeting, . . .

Office fixtures,

23 83

115 GO

150

11 8 3

131 46

82 6 5

Cash balance on hand,

Book and Tract Department.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at beginning of year, ....

Donations, interest, etc., $ 2,719 82

Earnings of the office for the year 85 8 2 2

Funds turned over by the Secretary 692 56

Total,

Expenditures:
Printing, etc.,

Rebate on Tract interest,

Tract agents' services

Office work, bookkeeping, etc.,

Tract Examining Committee's expenses.

One-half Committee's traveling expenses,

S. Bock, overpayment,
Missionary Gospel Messengers, ,

Refunded to Secretary for overpayment,

773 3 9

708 80

60 6 16

576 5

53 75

115 00

6 00

230 55

1

Cash balance on hand

India Fund.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at beginning of the year, . .

Donations and interest,

Total

Expenditures:
Sent to missionaries in India -.....$ 268 09

Raising funds in Indiana, 12 50

Bills receivable, 5,2 75 00

Cash balance on hand

Asia Minor Fund.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at beginning of year,

Donations

Total
Expenditures:

Opening Mission at Smyrna, and support

up to April 1, 1896,

Cash balance on hand,

$ 8,418 21

$ 2,794 63

$ 667 98

4,2 70 60

$ 4,938 58

3,170 60

$ 1,767 98

$ 4,2 25 9 4

1,6 89 6 6

$ 5,915 60

5,555 5 9

$ 3 60 01

$ 67 10

2,513 62

$ 2,581 02

$ 1,425 50

$ 1,155 52
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Statement of Balances of Treasurer's Ledger.

Home and European Fund.

L. P.

1 Cash
13 Bills Receivable
70 Cassel Donations
64 Houser farm
86 Home and European Fund,
93 Hoover Estate in Virginia,

10 S Office fixtures,

116 Chicago Building" Fund, .

$ 2,794 63
90

C

43

53 6 4

QQ9 75

$ 7,526 88

422 73

150 25

64 55

$ 7,591 43 $ 7,591 43

Tract Fund.

i Cash
124 Donations, incomes, etc.,

.$ 1,767 9S

India Fund.

$ 1,767 98

1 Cash on hand . $ 3 60 01

150 Donations and incomes,
151 Bills Receivable 5,275 00

5,635 01

$ 5,635 01 $ 5,635 01

Asia Minor Fund.

1 Cash in overpayment,
174 Donations, .

$ 1,155 52

Washington Meetinghouse Fund.

1 Cash on hand
97 Bills Receivable, $ 1,700 00

9 7 Donations

Bills Receivable,

Donation,

$ 1,70 00

Scandinavian Colony Fund.

$ 1,0

Denmark Poor Fund.

1 Cash $ 232 86

200 Donations and incomes,
201 Bills Receivable, . 1,600 00

$ 1,832 86

Home and European Endowment.

1 Cash $ 274 50
5 7 Paid in

$ 1,155 52

| 2 23

1,69 7 77

$ 1,700

$ 1,000 00

% 1,832 8 6

$ 1,832 86

$38,797 86
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•

84 Bills Receivable, $12,937 36

8 8 Real estate, 15,086 00

110 Brethren's Publishing- Company stock, .... 10,500 00

$38,797 86 $38,797 86

Tract Endowment.

1 Cash in overpayment, $ 73 00

126 Paid in 18,353 50

125 Brethren's Publishing Company stock, $ 2,000 00

127 Bills Receivable, . . . . 16,426 50

$18,426 50 $18,426 50

India Endowment.

1 Cash . $ 50 00

152 Paid in, $ 1.050 00

152 Bills Receivable, 1,000 00

$ 1,050 00 $ 1,050 00

Statement of Cash on Hand.

Home and European Mission Fund, $ 2,794 63

Tract Fund, . , .
• • • • 1,767 98

India Mission, 36 ° 01

Asia Minor Fund, M55 52

Washington meetinghouse, $ 223
Denmark Poor Fund, 232 86

Home and European Endowment 2 74 50

Tract Endowment, 73 00

India Endowment, 5

$ 6,635 50 | 75 23

Less overbalance, 75 23

Balance of cash in the Bank of Mt. Morris, $ 6,560 27

,
Assets.

Home and European Fund, $ 7,526 88

Chicago Home Building Fund 64 55

Tract Fund, .... 1.767 98

India Fund, 5,635 01

Asia Minor Fund 1.155 52

Washington Meetinghouse Fund 1,697 77

Denmark Poor Fund, 1,83 2 86

Scandinavian Colony Fund 1,0

Home and European Endowment, . 38,797 86

Tract Endowment, 18,358 50

India Endowment, 1,050 00

Value of Real Estate above investment, 30,000 00

Merchandise as per inventory, 1,114 37

Tracts as per inventory, 125

Total assets in Committee's care, ......... $110,121 30

41
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Remarks.

In addition to the assets given in the preceding, the Committee
lias $65,765 in the form of interest and non-interest bearing endow-
ment notes made in favor of the several funds.

The cash balances were the funds on hand May 1 for the Com-
mittee's use at its meeting May 18. They are now largely appro-
priated.

The loans made during the past year from the several en-
dowment funds were examined and approved by the Auditing Co
mittee. The investments remain the same as reported
ago, except there being an increase of Bills Receivable secured by
first mortgage.

m-
vear
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1. Illinois,

2. Pennsylvania.
3. Ohio,

4. Indiana,

Iowa,

Virginia,

Maryland,
5. Kansas
9. California,

1 0. Missouri,
11. Nebraska
12. Michigan, . . . .

13. West Virginia,

14. Minnesota,
15. Florida,

16. Tennessee,
17. Colorado
18. Louisiana,
19. Texas
20. Oregon,
21. Arizona,

$2,751

2,290

1,473

1.058

9 9

730

723

711

218
218

141

87

79

i

47

43

24

22

22

21

88

32

91

S3

54

29
rr rr
i i

-- ~w

i

7

48

75

10

25

66

5 7

84

82

80

20 40

/ i:

9 2

states.

Arkansas, ."..I 19 90
23. Oklahoma,

» • • 19 5 6

24. South Dakota, . . . * 17 00
25. Sweden, 15 95
26. Denmark _ 15

15

92

4627. North Dakota, . .

.

2 8. New Jersey • - 13 94
2 9. North Carolina, . . 13 7

3 0. Canada
• » • 12

31. Wisconsin, 6 87
32. Alabama 3

3

2

1

50

50

50

88

33. Idaho
3 4. Nevada
35. Kentucky

•

36. Arkansas,
• • • 1 00

Q 7 Washington
A. M. collection

• • •

1

1

1

5

'95 366
.211

12
A. M. surplus of '95 1 86
Sundry items, 198 37

Distribution of Tracts and Books.

The output of tracts is a little over twice as large as it was last

year, there being 2,000,604 pages distributed. The series of leaflets

issued one year ago, as well as the Tract Tablet, have been giving
good satisfaction, and others on sundry subjects will be published
in the near future. The ten per cent reflate in tracts on all dona-
tions to the Committee has been used largely, and this has awak-
ened interest in tract distribution in local congregations. It is

hoped that during the coming year an agent for the Book and Tract
Work will be appointed in each congregation in the Brotherhood.

True, many of the tracts are wasted and lost. Even Christians
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badly misuse them sometimes. But this should not discourage
their distribution. How many sermons go unheeded by the multi-
tude of ears! It is ours to cultivate and sow; it is God's to give
the increase.

The Committee has been greatly encouraged by the circulation

of their own books, as well as by the demand for miscellaneous
publications. The basis for operation for this work is to benefit

the purchaser, and, though the work is in its infancy, every indi-

cation points to a rapid growth. The book department, besides
turning over a little over $850 to the Tract Fund as net earnings
for the year, has borne the entire expense of the office in fuel,

stationery, insurance, and other incidental expenses.

The sale of Bibles and Testaments under the Gish Bible Fund
reached 1,096 copies, and as far as is known every purchaser is well

pleased with his book. Under this fund any one may purchase a

good teacher's Bible at wholesale price.

The Missionary Visitor was changed to a monthly at the be-

ginning of 1896, and this change received a hearty approval wher-
ever the paper is known. The list of subscribers is increasing stead-

ily, and while the list has not reached the self-supporting point,

yet, we are hoping that it will do so before the close of the year.

A Comparison Which Shows Growth.

Despite the cry of hard times, the discouragements to mission
work in some parts of the Brotherhood, and the chilling mdifTer-

ence in other parts, the glorious cause of " Go ye " is Steadily

increasing and overcoming opposition. The following table is full

of encouragement to every worker of missions who has studied

and watched its progress in the church:

Fund. 1895. 1896. Increase. Decrease
Home and European Fund, $ 6,967.18 $ 8,697.80 $1,730.62
Tract Work, 2,934.07 4,270.60 1,336.53 '.[]'.'.

Washington meetinghouse, . . 1,029.87 667.90 $ 861 97
India Mission, 2,582.63 1,689.66 892 97
Asia Minor Mission 67.40 2,513.62 2,446.22

$13,581.15 $17,839.58 $5,513.37 $1,254.94
13,583. 15 1,254.94

Total increase, $ 4,258.43 $4,258.43

The table reveals a healthy increase. It also sets at nought
the theory that foreign missions will destroy interest in the home
held. Though a new field has been opened in Asia Minor drawing
$2,513.62 in contributions, though the net increase of contributions

to foreign fields is $1,553.25 over last year, yet the fund to the

home field has received an increase of $2,705.18. Thank God for
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this growth. And though in some parts there may be apparent rea-

sons for discouragements, let us put ourselves anew to the work,

singing as we go,

"'To the work! to the work! we are servants of God,

Let us follow the path that our Master has trod,"

and as he left his home in heaven and came to this foreign, indiffer-

ent, rebellious land to redeem us all from sin, so let us be willing

to leave our country, our kindred, our Father's house, and carry

the Bread of Life to the hungering in this and other lands. And
though the past year has been glorious for the Lord, let the year

1896 and '97, through Christ's name and for his dear sake, still be

more glorious.

Enoch Eby, Chairman; Galen B. Royer, Secretary; D. L. Miller,

Treasurer.

Report of Auditing Committee.

Mt. Morris, 111., May 11, 1896.

To Annual Meeting of 1896:

We, the undersigned committee, appointed by Annual Meeting

of 1895 to audit the General Missionary and Tract Committee's

books, have examined the same and found them correct. We ex-

amined the securities and found all notes and mortgages made to

the order of the Committee. All moneys are credited to the ac-

counts feu which they were received, and in no instance were any

individual credits made.

John C. Mel linger,

Aaron L. Clair,

L. R. Peifer.

Accepted and approved by the Annual Meeeting.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Resolutions of the Germantown Church.

Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa., May 20, 1896.

To the Annual Meeting, at Ottawa, Kans.:

—

Resolved, That we, the members of the Germantown Brethren

church, in meeting assembled, hereby petition the Annual Meeting

of the Brethren church to appoint a properly constituted Board of

Trust to hold the real estate occupied by the old church buildings

and graveyard in trust forever, for the benefit and use only of said

Germ antown c hurch.

The above trust to be subject to such conditions as shall be
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mutually agreed upon between said Board of Trust and the said

Ge rmant own church.

Signed in behalf of the church:

F. W. Price, Church Clerk.

Answer: We recommend that the Trustees of the General
Brotherhood hold the property in trust for the Gcrmantown
church.

Resolution Concerning St. Louis Church Property.

Copy of a Resolution Passed by the Nettle Creek Church, July

13, 1895.

At a called meeting of the religious organization known as the

General Brotherhood of the German Baptist Brethren church, held

on the 13th day of July, 1895, Lewis Kinsey was chosen Chairman,

and Benjamin F. Koons was chosen Secretary of said meeting.

It appearing that James Quinter is dead, to whom was con-

veyed, as trustee of said church, certain real estate situated in the

City of St. Louis, the same being acquired from John Metzger as

grantor, and conveyed to Enoch Eby, James Quinter and John

Wise, trustees of said church, grantees, the said deed being dated

August 24th, 1883, and recorded in book 717, page 414, in the re-

corder's office of said city, thereupon, on motion duly seconded,

Eld. L. W. Teeter was unanimously elected by the members of said

church as trustee and moderator, to succeed the said James Quinter,

deceased.

It was further moved and seconded, and a resolution unani-

mously adopted b}r the said members of the said church, that the

said Eld. L. W. Teeter, the newly-elected trustee, in conjunction

with Enoch Eby and John Wise, surviving trustees, be authorized

and directed to make, execute, and deliver a good and sufficient

deed to the said real estate above mentioned, to G. W. Hide, W. R.

L. Smith and J. C. Armstrong, Trustees of Home Mission Board

of Southern Baptist Convention, in consideration of the sum of

three thousand dollars, to be paid to said trustees of said church.

In witness whereof the said Lewis Kinsey, Chairman, has here-

to set his hand and affixed his seal, this 13th day of July, 1895.

Lewis Kinsey. [Seal.]

Attest: Benjamin F. Koons, Secretary.

Certificate of Moderator and Secretary of the General Conference of

German Baptist Brethren Church, held at Ottawa, Kans.,

May 26-29, 1896.

This is to certify that the foregoing resolution, together with
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the action of the Nettle Creek church, as therein indicated, and

thereto witnessed, was unanimously approved and passed by the

above-said Conference this 26th day of May, 1896.

Signed in witness thereof by: D. E, Price, Moderator; D. L.

Miller, Secretary.

Accepted by Annual Meeting.

Reports of School Visiting Committees.
Mt. Morris, 111,

We, your committee appointed to look after the moral and re-

ligious influence of the Mt. Morris School, submit the following:

After visiting the school once each term, as directed by An-

nual Meeting, we are glad to report the school in a fair condition

in a general way. Since a friendly interview with the trustees and

faculty, one }
rear ago, a noticeable improvement has been made on

the dress question among the members of the faculty, both in

spirit and practice, and, with but one exception, they are all

members of the church.

While we are glad to note an improvement in the faculty, yet

in a general way there is room for more improvement along this

line. The Silver Creek church has lately taken steps to suppress

the growing evil of pride, both in the school and church; hence,

all is being done that can be done to bring about the desired end.

Our earnest desire and prayer is that the Lord will direct this

Annual Meeting in the adoption of the best methods and means

for the protection of all her interests, especially so far as relates

to the school question.

D. B. Eby, Clerk.

George D. Z oilers.

McPherson, Kans.

Part of Visiting Board met with the school in February, dur-

ing the Bible Normal; found the school in a good condition, moral-

ly and spiritually. The Bible Department was ably conducted in

the different classes, and much wholesome instruction was re-

ceived by those in attendance.

We again visited the school in May, all members of the

Board present. We were kindly received and courteously enter-

tained by the faculty and friends of the school.

The moral status of the school we consider of a very high

standard.

Religiously, we found the members active, having their regular
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prayer meetings and preaching services, and seemingly manifest

a deep interest in the spiritual development and advancement of

the Master's cause.

John Wise, Foreman,

L. W. Fitzwater,

Chas. M. Yearout, Sec.

Bridgewater, Va.

We, your committee, appointed to visit Bridgewater College,

would make the following report:

1. The school, we think, is in a fairly good condition, both

morally and religiously.

2. The faculty are all members of the Brethren church, and

seem to unite their labors to maintain the reputation of the

school.

3. Religious services are attended daily in the Chapel, and on

Sunday three services are regularly held. At all of these, faculty

and students are required to be present, except prayer meeting; it

it left optional.

4. We are glad to note that there has been some improvement,

both by faculty and students, who are members of the church, in

regard to conforming to the order of the church in dress, however
there is room for more.

5. The school was visited officially three times during the year,

-—ill September, 1895, in January and in March, 1896. At the first

two visits L. A. Wenger and Jos. M. Kline were there; at the last

visit the committee was full.

Respectfully submitted, J. P. Zigler, J. M. Cline.

Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa.

We, your committee to visit Juniata College, of Huntingdon,

Pa., submit the following:

1. We find the school workers strong in the faith and doctrine

of the Brethren.

2. The Bible terms are still maintained and are in the hands of

competent teachers.

3. The doctrines of the church have been made a Specialty in

preaching at stated times, conducted by able brethren.

4. The teaching of the Bible is continued throughout the

terms, the same as other branches of study; but no special training

for the ministry.

5. The Chapel service is continued daily and is conducted de-

voutly as becometh the house of the Lord.
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6. While we cannot report a strict conformity to the order of

the church in dress, yet there is a decided improvement over former

years, and, upon the whole, the teaching and practice of the breth-

ren and sisters, connected with the school, compared favorably with

the churches of the District.

7. We were present when the committee from Annual Meet-

ing investigated the charges brought against the church and school,

and heartily concur in vindicating them against the unfounded ru-

mors circulated.

8. We feel happy to report the school in a prosperous condi-

tion, and we recommend it to the patronage of the Brotherhood.

Jas. A. Sell,

S. J. Swigart.

Huntingdon, Pa., April 30, 1896.

Committees Appointed.

We recommend Standing Committee to appoint a committee

of three to draft a memorial to the King of Sweden in behalf of our

brethren who have been imprisoned because of their principles of

faith.

Granted, and D. L. Miller, G. B. Royer and J. H. Moore, ap-

pointed.

Missionary and Tract Committee for three years: Enoch Eby,

D. L. Miller.

Committee on credentials: J. H. Longanecker, L. W. Teeter,

D. Vaniman.

Tract Examining Committee: J. H. Moore, live years; L. W.
Teeter, to fill vacancy caused by D. L. Miller's resignation.

School Visiting Committees:

Huntingdon, Pa., Edmund Book.

Bridgewater, Va., J. P. Zigler.

Mt. Morris, 111., P. R. Keltner. '
'

McPherson, Kans., John Wise, C. S. Holsinger.

Lordsburg, Cab, Samuel Henry. Bro. Gibble was relieved

as member of the Visiting Board, and J. S. Mohler

appointed in his place.

North Manchester, Ind., J. H. Wright, three years; Dorsey

Hodgden, two years; Jacob Fisher, one year.

Committees to Churches:

McPherson, Kans., D. L. Miller, W. R. Deeter, S. B.

Shirkey.

Newton, Kans., D. L. Miller, W. R. Deeter, S. B. Shirkey
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Washington, D. C, D. B. Arnold, P. S. Miller, J, A.

Sell.

Logan church, Ohio, W. R. Deeter, L. W. Teeter, Dorsey

Hodgden.
Pine Creek, 111., L. T. Plolsinger, L. PL Dickey, D. F.

Hoover.

Pleasant Hill and Blue Ridge churches, Ilk, J. H. Moore,

John Zuck, L. W. Teeter.

S. H. Myers' resignation as Treasurer of Annual Meeting ac-

cepted, and Jos. Ainick appointed to fitll vacancy.

Committee on divorce question: S. Z. Sharp, J. H. Longanecker,

Daniel Hays, L. W. Teeter, J. II. Moore.

Sunday School Advisory Committee: I. B. Trout, three years;

A. C. Wieand, two years; I. N. H. Beahm, one year.

Committee on rebaptism: D. L. Miller, G. S. Arnold, E. S.

Brunner, John Wise, H. E. Light.

Providing for retired missionaries: D. Vaniman, H. B. Brum-

baugh, J. P. Zigler.

Member of Messenger Advisory Committee, Enoch Eby.

Committee on resolutions: Amsey Puterbaugh, J. H. Moore,

S. Z. Sharp.

Appointments and Decisions.

Missionaries to Foreign Field.—Bro. E. B. Hoff and wife,

sister Susie Slusher. Unanimously accepted by Standing Committee

and Annual Meeting.

Bro. A. M. Dickey, bill for committee work at Sidney, Nebr.,

a 11o Ave d.

Calls for Annual Meeting.

(1) First District of Virginia, 1898 or 1899. (2) Second Dis-

trict of Virginia, 1899. (3) Eastern District of Maryland, 1897.

(4) Middle Indiana, 1897. (5) Northern Illinois, 1897. (6) South-

ern Illinois, 1900. (7) Middle Missouri, 1897. (8) California, 1897,

or as soon thereafter as possible. (9) Northern Indiana, 1897, or

as soon thereafter as possible.

The Annual Meeting for 1897 will be held in the Eastern Dis-

trict of Maryland.

Report of Committees,

The report of the Committee to the churches in Western Penn-

sylvania read and accepted and Committee continued.

The report of the Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania was ac-
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cepted and the Committee continued and urged to make greater
effort to bring about a conformity to the "order of the church in
dress.

Report of Minutes Sold.

Receipts for Minutes sold, $359 99
Expenses on Minutes, 219 99

Balance on hand, $140
Balance uncollected on Minutes sold, 54 98

Resolutions.

Resolved, that we, the members of the German Baptist Breth-
ren church, assembled in Annual Conference at Ottawa, Kans.,
hereby express our gratitude.

\ To our Heavenly Father for his care and mercies during this
meeting.

2. To the Committee of Arrangements and their seif-saenff
ring assistants for their untiring efforts to provide for our com-
forts.

3. To the citizens of Ottawa, who so kindly received US into
their homes and aided in the arrangements for the success of this

meeting.

4. To the civil authorities for their protection and excellent
order maintained.

5. To all railroads that granted favors to our people, and es-

pecially to the roads in Kansas who gave us a generous dona-
tion.

6. To the Park Association for the free use of their commodi-
ous and well-arranged grounds and buildings.

Standing Committee for 1896.

Henry Sheets, W. K. Simmons, John M. Follis,
W. H. Naff, Tobias Hoover, Stephen Johnson,
P. S. Miller, L. H. Dickey, Harvey Ikenberry,
J. P. Zigler, Geo. L. Studebaker, Isaiah Rairigh,
G. S. Arnold, S. S. Ulrey,

J. L. Suavely,'
E. W. Stoner,

^ I. D. Parker, Archy VanDyke,
S. H. Utz, D. E. Price, W. B. Sell,
Eli Yourtee, P. R. Keltner, C. S. Holsinger,
F. P. Cassel, D. B. Gibson, John Wise,
Jacob Hollinger, Geo. Barnhart, M. M. Ennis,
Jas. A. Sell, D. M. Mohler, J. W. Metzger,
G. S. Rairigh, J. E. Ellenberger, C. Hope.
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D. E. Price, Moderator; L. H. Dickey, Reading Clerk; D. L.

Miller, I. D. Parker, Writing Clerks.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1897.

Frederick, Mel.

The Standing Committee organized by electing Bro. L. W.
Teeter, of Hagerstown, Ind., Moderator; Bro. Daniel Hays, Broad-

way, Va., Reading Clerk; Bro. J. H. Moore, Mt. Morris, 111., Writ-

ing Clerk.

The General Conference was opened at 8 A. M., June 8, by

the usual devotional exercises,

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. As there is a pressing demand for Bro. Fercken to be al-

lowed to receive into church fellowship, without rebaptism, such

adult applicants as were baptized by trine immersion for remission

of sins by the Greeks and Armenians, and are willing to adopt our

faith and practice, we recommend that a committee of five be ap-

pointed to look into the question of rebaptism as it relates to the

Asia Minor Mission, and report to the next Annual Meeting.

Passed Annual Meeting and referred to the following com-
mittee: D. L. Miller, G. S. Arnold, E. S. Bruner, John Wise, H. E.

Light.

The following report from the committee was adopted:

Your committee on rebaptism, appointed by the Conference

held at Ottawa, Kans., 1896, respectfully submit the following re-

port: After a careful investigation of the question, as it refers to

the Greeks and Armenians, we find that a change will not material-

ly affect our work in Asia Minor; we decide to adhere to former de-

cisions.

2. No provision has been made for the support of mission-

aries, who, through their labors in the mission field, have become

disabled.

Answer: We recommend that a committee of three be appoint-

ed to draft a plan to provide for disabled missionaries and report

same to Annual Meeting of 1897.

Passed Annual Meeting and referred to a committee who now

present the following:

To the Annual Meeting of 1897:

—

Your committee, appointed by Annual Meeting of 1896, to
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devise a plan for the support of disabled missionaries, respectfully

submit the following:

(1) That Standing Committee shall nominate, and Annual
Meeting approve and perpetuate, a committee of five members, liv-

ing sufficiently near each other for frequent consultation, to serve

for a term of three years, except those first appointed, one of whom
shall serve one year; two, two years; and two, three years. That
they be lawfully incorporated " The Brethren's General Benevo-
lence Committee.'

(2) That the Committee shall meet as often as necessary to

carry on its work successfully, shall elect its own officers, make
its own by-laws, fill all vacancies that may incidentally occur in the
Committee, inform Standing Committee each year whose time has
expired, and, through Standing Committee, recommend to Annual
Meeting for adoption anything necessary to forward its work.

(3) That the object of this Committee shall be to provide
ways and means to assist worthy disabled and superannuated mis-
sionaries and ministers of the Brethren church and their families,

who have no other sufficient means of support; and to give reliable

information to the churches, in cases of general destitution or

public calamities, in which Christian duty prompts us to render
assistance and direct the distribution of such charities.

(4) Their duty shall be to solicit and receive any donations,
bequests, grants or funds needed for such general benevolence,
and administer them, and the proceeds therefrom, so far as practi-

cable, in harmony with the desires of the donors.

(5) Any donations, bequests, grants or funds received, and
not specified for a special purpose, shall he invested and used where
most needed on any line or lines of general benevolence, in harmony
with the principle taught in Gal. 6: 10, "As we have therefore

opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially to those who
are of the household of faith."

(6) All missionary claimants should have recommendations
from General or District Missionary Committee, and all ministe-
rial claimants from their District Meeting.

(7) That each congregation, on some Sunday in August of each
year, or at their harvest-meeting, take up a collection for this cause,

the object: of which should be fully explained by the Committee
through printed circulars. These should be read by the ministers,

and the obligation emphasized.

(8) That the Committee shall receipt for all funds received,
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and report all receipts and expenditures of each year to Annual

Meeting.

Daniel Vaniman, II. B. Brumbaugh, J. P. Zigler.

Answer: The report was received and ordered spread on the

Minutes as deferred matter for one year.

3. We, the brethren and sisters of the Brummett's Creek

church, N. C, petition District Meeting to urge Annual Meeting to

make a decision on the divorce question, in order to avoid trouble

in the churches, as it was indefinitely postponed by Annual Meet-

ing of '91.

Answer: In view of the very grave nature of the question, we
ask Annual Meeting to appoint a committee of five, to carefully and
prayerfully frame an answer to the paper and report the same to

this meeting, if possible, and if not, to Annual Meeting of 1897.

Referred to a committee composed of S. Z. Sharp, J. H. Long-

anecker, Daniel Hays, L. W. Teeter, J. H. Moore.

The New Testament teaches:

1. That a divorce cannot be obtained except "for the cause

of fornication." Matt. 5: 32.

2. That "whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be

for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery."

Matt. 19: 9.

We therefore decide that no divorced person having married

again while a former companion is living, can be received into the

church, or held as a member, unless it can be clearly shown that

said companion was put away because of fornication.

All the churches are hereby urged to exercise the utmost care

in applying this decision in all cases of divorce, and to do every-

thing possible to uphold and maintain the sacredness and purity

of the marriage relation.

S. Z. Sharp, J. H. Longanecker, L. W. Teeter,

D. Hays, j. H. Moore, Committee.

Answer: The report was ordered spread on the Minutes, as

deferred matter, one year.

Queries.

1. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to ap-

point a Financial Secretary, whose term of office shall be three

years, and whose duties shall be as follows:

(1) To assist Committee of Arrangements each year in

locating and managing the Annual Meeting in the best and most

economical way.
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(2) Keep In a suitable book an accurate account of the prin-
cipal articles required each year, where and how purchased, how
disposed of, with plans of buildings and such other items as might
be of value to others in the management of the meeting.

Answer: Request granted, and Lewis T. Hooke, of Stockport
Indiana, appointed Financial Secretary.

9 We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting that
all land advertisements be excluded from the Gospel Messenger, as
it has a tendency to mislead some.

Answer. We consider that it would not be proper to exclude
all land advertisements; but to admit such only that will bear the
Strictest scrutiny as regards being for the good and use of a ll

whether of land or anything else.

3. Inasmuch as the wearing of hats by the sisters is made a test
of fellowship, while the brethren are allowed to wear many of the
styles and fashions, and still retain their membership; and, whereas,
the above apparent inconsistency is causing dissatisfaction in parts
of the Brotherhood, therefore, we, the Milledgeville church, ask
Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to devise some means
whereby this inconsistency may be removed.

The paper was submitted to a committee, who reported as
follows:

Owing to the importance of the question submitted, your
committee ask for time until next Annual Meeting to carefully
consider this query, and advise, in the meantime, that our elders and
ministers maintain the order of the church.

D. L, Miller, L. T. Holsinger, Jacob Witmore, S. J. Bowman,
J. H. Louganecker, Committee.

Report accepted by Annual Meeting.

4. We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to adopt
a blank form of report for the use of visiting committees to our
colleges.

A committee was appointed and reported as follows:
We, your committee, appointed to offer a

":

blank form of re-
port for the use of visiting committees to our colleges," submit the
following: After considering the magnitude of the work assigned
us. and the results accruing from a proper report of our colleges,
we ask for one year in which to formulate the blank.

I. Bennett Trout, S. J. Swigart, L. A. Wenger, Committee.

Report accepted by Annual Meeting.

5. Inasmuch as there is no provision made as to who shall
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pay the expenses of committees of adjoining elders, called by in-

dividual members to investigate the work of churches, we ask

Animal Meeting through District Meeting to decide that the party

found in fault shall pay all expenses.

Answer: The elders called shall decide, whose duty it is to
pay the expenses.

6. As the Brethren give Sunday-school treats in various parts

of the Brotherhood, such as books, cards, candy, oranges, etc.,

causing some dissatisfaction, and as there are no decisions on that

question, we, the Fort Scott church, ask Annual Meeting, through

District Meeting, to say if it is right to give such treats.

Answer: While we do not object to proper Sunday-school
presents, we do object to making a public display of such presents.

7. The Bethel church asks Annual Meeting through District

Meeting, if Minutes of 1882, Art. 22, deprives the Sunday-school

workers of a District from meeting in conference to discuss Sun-

day-school interests? If so, will Annual Meeting reconsider said

query and grant the members the privilege of doing so?

Answer: We reconsider and decide that Sunday-school meet-
ings, to advance the Sunday-school cause, may be held, provided
they be kept within the bounds of Christian propriety, and be con-
ducted in harmony with the principles held by the Brotherhood.

8. We ask annual Meeting through District Meeting to re-

consider her former ruling, and so amend the same that no one

shall serve as an officer of Annual Meeting, or as a member of

Standing Committee, two years in succession.

Answer: We consider and grant the request asked for.

9. Inasmuch as the Savior, in Matt. 26; 26 and Mark 14: 22,

connects the Supper and the Communion, we therefore petition

Annual Meeting through District Meeting of Northeastern Kansas,

to place the reading of the chapter to some other stage of the

meeting, and the salutation at the close, just before general thanks

are given.

(9) West Otter Creek church asks Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to drop the salutation between the Supper and the

Communion and observe it at the close of the service. See Matt.

26: 26; Mark 14: 22; John 13: 34.

(9) Would it not be better and more in harmony with the

scriptures to omit the kiss at our love feasts until all the ordinances

have been attended to?
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t

Answer: These papers were submitted to the following com-
mittee, to report at the next Annual Meeting: L. T. Holsinger,
James A. Sell, Andrew Hutchinson, j. B. Pence, Daniel flays.

10. A number of queries, pertaining to trafficking on the
Annual Meeting grounds, were submitted to a committee, who
presented the following, which was adopted by the Conference:

Your committee, appointed to consider a number of papers
referring to unnecessary trafficking, etc., on and about Annual
Meeting grounds, submit the following:

We decide,

(a) That photographing, in all its forms, the exhibition
and sale of merchandise by the Brethren, on or about the grounds,
except that necessary for the meeting and the circulation of the
Brethren's literature, be not allowed.

(h) That the Annual Meeting enter her protest against
those not Brethren in bringing their goods near the grounds for

exhibition and sale.

(c) That Brethren be not allowed to use the influence of the
church in emigration schemes, and that Brethren be cautioned
against using undue personal influence in matters of this kind.

11. Solomon's Creek church petitions Annual Meeting through
District Meeting to reduce the price of meals at Annual Meeting.

Answer: We grant to Financial Secretary and Committee of
Arrangements the right to reduce the price of meals.

12. Whereas the tendency of the times is to disregard the
Lord's Day, and whereas our Genera] Conference brings a large
number of people together on the Lord's Day, previous to the
opening of the council :—Resolved, that the Huntingdon church
ask the District Meeting to request the Annual Meeting to make
increased efforts to have this day more sacredly regarded; that
nothing but the merest necessities be sold or furnished on the
grounds; that the post-office be closed; that the sale of newspapers
be prohibited; that our people, in coming, be urged to make their

arrangements so that the}' need not arrive on Sunday, thus re-

moving any encouragement, on our part, to the running of Sun-
day excursion trains, and that the genera! conduct of the day, in

our social minglings, be as much in keeping with the intent of

this Christian institution, as possible, that it may be a quiet, wor-
shipful and spiritual Sabbath.

Answer: We are heartily in sympathy with this paper, and
earnestly urge our members to make every possible effort to put
into practice the suggestions made.
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13. Whereas a special meeting held in Indiana, in 1848, has

advised congregations how to proceed with applicants for baptism

coming from other congregations (see Art. 7, Classified Minutes,

page 153), the church at York, Pa., asks Annual Meeting through

District Meeting, whether this minute is considered binding and

if so, whether it applies to those congregations in which the Breth-

ren's schools are located, as well as to all other congregations.

Answer: We consider that the decision does not apply, as

a general rule, and yet there may be special cases demanding the
caution intended in the article.

14. Whereas the Word of God forbids the wearing of gold

(see 1 Tim. 2: 9, and 1 Pet. 3: 3, also Minutes of Annual Meeting,

of 1864, Art. 7, and 1891, Art. 19 A), therefore, we, the Wdiite

Oak church of Eastern Pennsylvania, ask Annual Meeting through

District Meeting, to authorize the Committee on Credentials to ask

the delegates to District and Annual Meetings whether they are

wearing gold in any way of appearance, thereby violating the Word
of God,

Answer: Petition granted by the Annual Meeting.

15. Whereas our Annual Meeting Minutes contain so many
Minutes which are obsolete by virtue of later decisions; would it

not be better to publish in book-form only such Minutes as are

now in force?

Answer: A committee, composed of the following, were ap-
pointed to report to the next Annual Meeting a plan, with metes
and bounds, for carrying out the request: D. L. Miller, L. T,

Holsinger, D. E. Price.

Annual Report of the General Missionary and Tract Committee
to the Annual Meeting of 1897.

The foreign fields, under the Committee, have obtained very

satisfactory results during the year. At the close, Sweden has

113 members; Denmark, 89; Asia Minor, 14; and India, 3. Dur-

ing the year 8 were received by baptism in Sweden, 7 in Denmark,

and 8 in Asia Minor. The Orphanage at Smyrna, with 25 inmates,

has been quite successful, even during the past year of trouble-

some times. While there have been no accessions in India, the

faith has been more fully established, and it is reasonable to be-

lieve that a harvest will soon be realized.*

In America, the missions in Washington, D. C, Germantown,

Pa., Chicago, 111., Arkansas, Southern Missouri, Florida, and Ala-

bama have been carried on with unabated interest. At most of

*Since the report was prepared, 11 bi India and 3 in Asia Minor
have been received by baptism,

42
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these places a number have been received into church fellowship,

—

a total for all the points of 48 by baptism and a number by letter.

Tract distribution has been maintained at Cedar Rapids,

Iowa, Hutchinson, Ivans., Washington, D. C, Staunton, Va., York,
Pa., and in Arkansas, with good results. The sisters have entered
homes, conversed on religious subjects, and succeeded in gathering
many new ones to the church services.

The Chicago Children's Mission has had an encouraging growth
in interest and attendance. The friends of the mission have con-
tributed liberally both money and clothing, and special attention

has been given to the parents of the children who attend the mis-
sion, with good results.

In Brooklyn, N. Y., the Committee has opened a mission, and
several have been reeeived into church fellowship. This seems to

be a promising point for future work.

FINANCIAL.
Donations for Building Meetinghouses.

Bellewood, Pa.,

Cando, N. Dak.,

Piney Plats, Term., .

Los Angeles, Cat., . . .

Wannaberg-a, Sweden,
Kidder, Mo.,

100 00

ioo no

5

1 5 1

1

82 50

100 00

Osceola, Mo.,

Batavia, ill., .

Palestine, Ind.,

Total,

$ 1 2{j o o

300 00

100 00

$1,107 50

Cando, N. Dak
Piney Flats, Term.,
Bellewood, Pa., . . .

Los Angeles, Cal., .

Palestine, Ind., . . .

Loans on Meetinghouses.

$ 2

50 00

200 00

1 5

100 00

Batavia, 111.,

Kidder, Mo.,

Total, . ,

. . .$ 450 00

10 00

$1,250 00

Assistance to State Districts.

Texas, •••• $ 400 00
California,

, 100 (}0

Northwestern Kansas and Colorado 100 00
Southwestern Kansas and Colorado, 250 00
Northeastern Kansas, 15q qq
Middle Iowa

§ 400 00
Oregon, Idaho and Washington, 200 00
Eastern Pennsylvania ^ 50 00

Total ' $1,750 00

Summary.
Assistance to State Districts
Assistance to meeting-houses by donation,

> * * • i,i i i i • i • i « i i i t'l i • • i i | O

iiitiitiiitiiliiiiliillll J7
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Assistance to meetinghouses by loan,

Received into membership in all fields,

7

71

Receipts and Expenditures.

World-wide Fund.
Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning of year,

Donations, interests, general income,
Income Covina, Cal., farm,
Meetinghouse Bills Receivable,

Mission to Indians In America,
Mission to Negroes in America,
Mission to Negroes in Africa, , .

Total
Expenditures:

Assistance to State Districts, . . . r

Donations for meetinghouses,
Loans for meetinghouses,
Danish Mission,
Swedish Mission, .

Arkansas,
Louisiana,
Florida,

Alabama, -

Washington City

Germantown
Chicago,
Scandinavian Mission in America,
Missionary Visitor
Attorney's fees, etc.,

One-half Committee's traveling expenses,
Committees sent by Annual Meeting, . . ,

Traveling Secretaries,

Secretary's salary,

Earned on Stutzman investment,
Credited to Fairview church loan,

Office fixtures

Balance on hand,

Book and Tract Fund.
Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning of year,

Donations, interests, etc.,

Earnings of the office,

:2,377 91

742 60

Total
Expenditures:

Printing and sending out tracts $ 7S0 99

Tract agents' services, 949 9 8

Rebate on tracts, 761 62

Office work, bookkeeping, etc., 551 93

$ 2,794 63

$7,433 15

1,213 15

414 15

1 3

5

1 00 9,062 95

$11,857 58

$1,750

1,10 7 50'

1,250 00

647 04

816 61

610 OS

93 35

211 10

61 10

782 27

318 64

879 18

3 77 8 6

1 8 6 .

5 25

177 63

273 76

468 45 4

150 00

260 i

'}

10

75 $10,478 42

1,379 16

$1,767 98

3,120 51

$4,888 49
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Traveling expenses, Examining- Committee, $ 75 20

One-half Committee's traveling expenses, . . 177 63

Missionary Gospel Messengers, 531 02

Danish and Swedish Hymn Book, $ 212 94 $4,041 31

Balance on hand, $ 847 IS

India Fund.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at beginning of year, . $ 360 01

Donations, interests, etc., $1,596 32

Mission home in India, 22 00 1,618 32

Total $1,978 33

Expenditures:
Sent to missionaries,* $1,000 00
Preparatory work in America, 25 50 $1,025 50

Balance on hand, , $ 952 83

Asia Minor Mission.

Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning of year $1,155 52

Donations, 589 74

Total $1,745 26
Expenditures:

jLiving, rents, etc., 1,406 SO

Balance, $ 338 46

Orphanage.
Receipts:

Donations, $3,036 99

Expenditures:
For the orphans and their instruction, $897 25

Furnishing home for orphans, 350 00 $1,24 7 2 5

Balance on hand, $1,789 74

Washington Meetinghouse Fund.
Receipts:

Balance on hand from last year $1,697 77
Donations, 3,114 73

Total, $4,812 50
Expenditures:

For property and deed, etc., $6,077 64

Overpaid balance, $1,265 14

Over $400 of this belongs to next year's work.
t $ 5 5 5 . S of this amount belongs to the following year.
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Denmark Poor Fund.
Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning" of year, $232 86
Interest, receipts, 130 20

Total, $ 3 63 6

Expenditures

:

Assistance in Brooklyn N. Y., $ 6 00

Balance on hand, 35 7 06

World-Wide Endowment.
Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning- of year, $ 274 50

Paid-in endowment, $ 63 5 00

Bills Receivable, 3,700 00

Transferred by donor to Brethren Publishing-

House, .
• 500 00 4,83500

Total, $5,109 50

Expenditures:
Bills Receivable, 100

Balance on hand $5,009 50

Book and Tract Endowment.
Receipts:

Paid-in endowment, . . . . $1,701 16

Bills Receivable, 7,150 00

Total $8,851 16

Expenditures:
Overpaid balance of last year, $ 73 00

Bills Receivable, 9,500 00

Transferred by donor to Brethren Publishing
House 500 00 10,0 73 00

Overpaid balance, $1,221 84

Statement of Cash on Hand.
World-Wide Fund, $1,379 16

Tract Fund, 847 18

India Fund, 952 83

Asia Minor Fund, ,
- 338 46

Orphanage at Smyrna, Asia Minor, 1,789 74

Washington Meetinghouse Fund, overpaid, $1,265 14

Denmark Poor Fund, 357 6

World-Wide Endowment, 5,00 9 5

Book and Tract Endowment, overpaid 1,221 84

India Endowment, 50 00

India Sufferers 6 7 95

$10,791 88 $2,486 98

Less overpaid, . 2,486 98

Cash on hand, $8,304 90
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The total output of tracts for the eleven months is 1,964,261

pages.

Assets.

World-Wide Fund, $ 6,188 51

Chicago Home Building- Fund, 6455
Book and Tract Fund 8 47 IS

Asia Minor Fund, 338 46

Orphanage at Smyrna, 1,789 74

India Sufferers, 67 95

Denmark Boor Fund, 1,95 7 6

India Fund and Endowment, 7,277 83

Inventory of office, 1,501 00

World-Wide Endowment 29,432 86

Book and Tract Endowment 17,554 GQ

Value of Beal Estate above investment 30,000 00

Brethren Publishing House 50,240 00
Pledged Endowment, interest and non-interest-

bearing, 78,022 50 $227,282 30
Less amount due on Washington meeting-

house and lot, 1,265 14

Net assets, $224,017 16

Examined and approved by Auditing Committee:

John C. Mellingcr, Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L. Clair.

The Publishing Department.

April 1, 1897, the Brethren's Publishing Company transferred

to the General Missionary and Tract Committee all its right, title

and interest in the publishing business of the church, and the

Brethren's Publishing Company was thereupon dissolved, and

ceased to have a corporate existence. An inventory was taken with

the following results,

Cash on hand, $ 6,414 58

Engine, Presses, Machinery, 4,492 4

Type, Cases, Electrotypes, etc., 9,831 91

Stock, including patter, etc, 1,342 9 7

Merchandise, including Bibles 2,426 87

Office Fixtures, 412 50

Ledger Accounts, 8,836 75

Delinquent Subscriptions and Accounts 16,504 16

Total - $50,261 78

This inventory shows only the actual cash, machinery, presses,

type, printing paper, book accounts, etc., on hand and turned over

to the Committee on the first day of April. Nothing is set down for

the business, and its earning power, built up by long years of hard

work and the expenditure of a large sum of money. Taken at a low
rate, and following the rule in estimating values of this character,
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V

$50,000 should be added for the business. This is borne out by
the fact that the business has had, in recent years, an earning

power of not less than twelve per cent on the capital stock.

The Committee is to pay an annuity of from five to six per

cent to the donors on $37,500 during their life-time, and then all

payments are to cease. In addition to this, the Committee has in

hand additional donations in fee simple, estimated at $13,000. This

sum can be invested and the interest used in paying the annuities

in part, so that the actual sum upon which annuity is to be paid

is about $25,000. Since the donations were made, two of those es-

pecially interested in this important work have gone to their re-

ward.

Our entire publishing business is now under the management
and control of the General Missionary and Tract Committee. The
same Executive Committee, that so successfully managed the busi-

ness for the stock company, continues in charge, and it is hoped
of all concerned that this valuable acquisition may prove an impor-

tant factor in spreading the Truth, and a great help and blessing

to the church.

Still Growing.

While Boards of other denominations were compelled to re-

trench, on account of lack of means, contributions to the several

funds, under the direction of the. Committee, have, on the whole,

been increasing encouragingly, as the table herewith clearly

shows. It should be borne in mind, in studying the table, that this

report covers only eleven months, against twelve months of the

preceding year, and, to make a fair comparison, the April donations

in one amount are added to the increase, though they do not

appear elsewhere in this report.

Fund. 189 6.

World-Wide Fund, $ 8,697 SO

Tract Fund, 4,270 60

Washington Meetinghouse, 667 9

India Fund, 1,689 66

Asia Minor Fund 2,513 62

Orphanage at Smyrna, ....

1897 Increase. Decrease.
$ 8,6 40 3 $ 57 50

3,12 51 1,150 9

3,1 It 73 $2,446 S3

1,5 9 6 32 93 34

5 89 74 1,923 88

3,036 :v 3,03 6 9 9

$17,839 58 $20,098 59 $5,483 82 $3,224 81

17,839 58 3,224 81

Increase for eleven months this year, $ 2,259 01 $2,259 01

Donations for April, 1897, 1,762 80

Real increase on same basis, $ 4,021 81
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While funds for special purposes have greatly increased, it is

gratifying to note that the World-Wide Fund materially held its

own in the eleven months1 donations, and the increase on the

entire is good.

Praise the Lord for this increased interest! And let every

worker, young and old, rich and poor, put anew his shoulder to the

wheel of God's chariot, now carrying the glad tidings to many
benigmted souls! And let us all pray and work for the new year

in such a manner that still more successes may be made for the

glorious cause!

Enoch Eby,

D. L. Miller,

S. R. Zng,

S. F. Sanger,

Isaac Frantz,

Committee.

Report of Auditing Committee.

Mt. Morris, 111., May 8, 1897.

We, the undersigned committee, appointed by the Annual

Meeting to audit the General Missionary and Tract Committee's

books, have examined the same and found them correct. We find

all notes and mortgages made payable to the Committee. All

moneys are credited to the accounts for which they were received.

W$ have examined the inventory of the Publishing House assets,

and find them as reported. We have also examined the bond and

security for $50,000, executed by D. L. Miller, the Treasurer, and

found the same to be amply sufficient.

John C. Mellinger, Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L. Clair.

Both reports were accepted by Annual Meeting.

Report of Treasurer of Annual Meeting.

Receipts:

Surplus Annual Meeting Minutes of 1895, $110 00

I. J. Rosenberger, Annual Meeting- Minutes of

1895, 2 00

Samuel H, Myers (former Treasurer), 22 00

Surplus Annual Meeting Minutes of 1896, 231 36

Total, $395 36

Expenditures:
A. M. Dickey, as per order of Annual Meeting, ..$17 00

Chas. M. Yearout, visit to McPherson College, . . 14 00

James A. Sell, visit to Huntingdon College, . . 14 00

L. W. Pitzwater, visit to McPherson College, .... 356
John P. Zigler, visit to Bridgewater College, .... 535
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John Wise, visit to McPherson College , $ 5 86

L. H. Dickey and others, committee to Hunting-
don, Pa., 76

J. C. Murray, visit to Mt. Morris College,

D. B. Eby, visit to Mt. Morris College,

George D. Zollers, visit to Mt. Morris College, . . .

J. W. Trostle, visit to Sidney church, Nebr., . . .

John Wise, visit to McPherson College,

76 70

6 00
rr

13 5

18 00

11 5 b $190 5 3

Balance, $201 S3

Joseph Amick, Treasurer.

Report accepted, with the understanding that the Treasurer has
his book examined by our Auditing Committee, and their report
be presented at the next Annual Meeting,

MISCELLANEOUS.
Report of Committee to Western Pennsylvania and

West Virginia.

The committee of Western Pennsylvania and West Virginia

report some improvements in their field of labor. The committee

is continued, with instructions to use their best judgment in de-

veloping the churches, and bringing into line those that may be

out of order.

Report of Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania.

The Eastern Pennsylvania Committee reported progress in

their work among the churches. The committee is of the opinion

that the District is greatly in need of more elders, and that some
of the churches should be encouraged to call some of their younger

brethren to the ministry, in order that they may be trained and

developed for the work that must, in time, fall to them. The re-

port of the committee was accepted, and the committee continued,

with instructions to use their judgment, not only in setting in order

the things that may be needed, but also look up and correct such

irregularities as may be hindrances to their work. The committee

is hereby authorized to go into any church in Eastern Pennsylva-

nia where such hindrances may exist.

«

Report of Committee to Pleasant Hill, 111.

The committee appointed by the last Annual Meeting to visit

the Pleasant Hill church, III, report that they called on the church,

but were respectfully rejected. They now report that the steps

since taken by the officers ought to remove all occasion for further

complaints, and we deem it unncccessary to return the committee,

but we do think that the Pleasant Hill church failed to show due
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respect to the Annual Meeting by refusing to accept the committee.
We dismiss the committee.

Missionaries Approved.

To Standing Committee:—We respectfully submit the follow-

names as suitable persons to send as missionaries to India: Eld.

S. N. McCann, of Virginia; Bro. D, L, Forney and wife, of Ar-
kansas; Will. M. Howe, of New Jersey; Sister Lizzie Gibbel, of
Pennsylvania.

General Missionary and Tract Committee.

Approved by the Standing Committee, on condition that the
usual regulations, respecting their appointment, be carried out.

Approved by the Annual Meeting.

Committees Appointed.

Committee on Credentials: Stephen Ulery, P. R. Keltner, S. A.
Sanger.

Auditing Committee: John C. Mellinger, Aaron L. Clair, L R
Peifer, reappointed.

Committee on Resolutions: N. B. Sherfy, I. B, Trout, I N H
Beahm.

Sunday-school Committee: I. N. IT. Beahm, reappointed.
Examining Committee: L. \Y, Teeter, appointed for five years.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting; Joseph Amick, reappointed.

Missionary and Tract Committee for three years, L. W. Teeter.

Advisory Committee for Gospeel Messenger: W. R. Deeter,

re-elected.

School Visiting Committees:-

—

Huntingdon, Pa., Thos. B. Maddock.
Bridgewater, Va., S. A. Sanger.

Mt. Morris, III, Franklin Myers. J. C Murray's resignation

was accepted, and I. B. Trout appointed in his place.

McPherson, Kans., T. G. Winey. John Wise's resignation was
accepted, and \\ m. Johnson appointed to fill the vacancy.

Lordsburg, Cab, Joseph W. Trostle, P. S. Myers.

North Manchester, Ind., Jacob Snell.

( I omm itte e s to Churches :

—

Sun held church, Eaton Co., Mich., W. R. Deeter, I, L. Berkey,

J. C. Murray.

Summitville church, Grant Co., Tnd., L. T. ELolsinger, Jacob

Shell, Samuel Leekrone.
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George's Creek church. Pa., W. R. Deeter, Henry Frantz,

Samuel J. Swigart,

Cerrogordo church, 111,, D. L. Miller, M. T. Baer, David Hoover,

John Zuck, L. T. Holsinger. This committee is to see

that the elders of the adjoining churches, and the adjoining

elders of these churches, do their duty in regard to setting

in order anything that may be to the interest of the cause

in that part of the Brotherhood, and, if necessary, assist

these adjoining elders, and otherwise use their best judg-

ment in regard to how far to extend their work.

Statement of Minutes of Annual Meeting of 1896.

Net proceeds of publication of Annual Meeting- Minutes and
back account collected, .$231 3 6

Accounts unpaid, 75 84

Total, $307 20

Approved by Annual Meeting.

Calls for Annual Meeting.

(1) California, 1898. (2) Northern Illinois, 1898. (3) Mid-

dle Indiana, 1898, (4) Northwestern Ohio, 1898. (5) Second

District of Virginia, 1899. (6) First District of Virginia, 1899.

The next Annual Meeting will be held in the Northern Dis-

trict of Illinois.

Resolutions.

Resolved, that the Brethren, assembled in Annual Conference

at Frederick, Md., express their thanks and gratitude:

1. To our Heavenly Father for all the blessings and enjoy-

ments which have surrounded this meeting, and especially for the

benign influence of the Holy Spirit.

2. To the Committee of Arrangements, and all their sub-

committees and helpers, for wise and faithful work.

3. To the citizens of Frederick for all their kindness and

hospitality.

4. To the civil authority for maintaining excellent order.

5. To the various churches of Frederick, that opened their

houses of worship.

6. To all railroads that have so kindly favored this Annual

Meeting.

7. To the Business Men's Association of Frederick for the

free use of the grounds, and everything done on their part that has

contributed to the success of the meeting.
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Standing Committee for 1897.

Geo. E. Studebaker, D. B. Eby, S. R. Zug,

John Wertz, Henry Martin, Nicholas Martin,

Sidney. Hodgden, J. H. Miller, W. S. Reichard,

J. D. Trostle, Dorsey Hodgden, Solomon Stoner,

Isaac Rairigh, L. W. Teeter. Z. Annon,

J. E. Ralston, S. M. Loose, B. W. Smith,

J. D. Haughtelin, Edward Loomis, Daniel Hays,

L. M. Kob, Henry Frantz, J. P. Zigler,

David Hilderbrand, Jasper Barnthouse, P. S. Miller,

D. M. Mohler, H. B. Brumbaugh, Geo. C. Bowman,
Christian Holderman John Lehner, J. H. Moore.

Conrad Fitz,

L. W. Teeter, Moderator.

D. Hays, Reading Clerk.

J. H. Moore, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1898.

Burlington Park, 111,

The Conference was organized by electing Eld. W. R. Deeter,

of Milford, Ind., Moderator; Eld. P. R. Keltner, Sterling, 111.,-

Reading Clerk; Eld. D. L. Miller, Mt. Morris, 111., Secretary.

The General Council was opened at 8 A. M., May 31, by the

usual devotional exercises.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. No provision has been made for the support of missionaries,

who through their labors in the mission field, have become dis-

abled.

Answer; We recommend that a committee of three be ap-
pointed to draft a plan to provide for disabled missionaries and re-

port same to Anual Meeting of 1897.

Report:

I 1 | That the General Missionary and Tract Committee be au-

thorized and encouraged to solicit and receive additional donations

and bequests tc> the GISH FUND as a suitable and, for the time

being, a sufficient plan to assist superannuated and disabled mis-

sionaries and ministers of the Brethren Church and their families,

who have no other sufficient means of support. Said Committee

to decide who is entitled to such assistance and to what extent,

all applicants not directly under the care of the Committee to have
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recommendations from their home church, and from their District

Missionary Committee, or from their District Meeting.

(2) That it be made the duty of the Executive Committee of

the Brethren Publishing House to give reliable information and di-

rection to the churches through the press (and otherwise if need

be) in cases of general destitution or public calamities in which

duty prompts assistance and direct distribution of such charities.

The above report was adopted.

2. We, the brethren and sisters of the Brummett's Creek

church, N. C., petition District Meeting to urge Annual Meeting

to make a decision on the divorce question, in order to avoid trou-

ble in the churches, as it was indefinitely postponed by Annual
Meeting of '91.

Answer: The New Testament teaches:

(1) That a divorce cannot be obtained except "for the cause

of fornication," Matt. 5: 32.

(2) That "whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be

for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery."

Matt. 19: 9.

We therefore decide that no divorced person, having mar-
ried again while a former companion is living, can be received
into the church unless it can be clearly shown that said compan-
ion was put away because of fornication.

All the churches are hereby urged to exercise the utmost
care in applying this decision in all cases of divorce, and to do
everything possible to uphold and maintain the sacredness and
purity of the marriage relation.

3. Inasmuch as the wearing of hats by the sisters is made a

test of fellowship, while the brethren are allowed to wear many
of the styles and fashions, and still retain their membership; and,

whereas, the above apparent inconsistency is causing dissatisfac-

tion in parts of the Brotherhood, therefore, we, the Milledgeville

church, ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to devise

some means whereby this inconsistency may be removed.

Answer:

(1) The inconsistency exists to some slight extent, resulting
from a violation of the decisions of Annual Meeting. Upon ex-
amination seventy-four decisions covering the various phases of

non-conformity to the world in dress and in adorning the body are

found on our Minutes. In these decisions very little distinction is

made betweeen brethren and sisters. The fault lies in our practice.

It must be apparent to all that more decisions will not remove, the
inconsistency complained of, but rather tend to weaken the author
ity of our Conference. Not more decisions, but a more intelligent
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understanding of the important Gospel principles of non-conform-
ity to the world, plain dressing and plain living is what is needed.

(2) We therefore beseech all elders, ministers and teachers to
teach these important Scriptural doctrines earnestly, intelligently,
ami fully in all their charges, and to make every possible effort to
carry them out, so that the church may not depart fruin these prin-
ciples that have been so dear to all our faithful members since she
was lirst organized. With these Gospel principles established in the
hearts of the people, the desire to conform to the foolish fashions
of the world will disappear.

(3) That more teaching may be done in private, elders and
ministers are required to carry out fully the decisions of Annual
Meeting as to pastoral visit; and the congregations shall assist
in the work by giving such financial aid as circumstances may
require.

(4) Gospel plainness requires that sisters attire themselves in

plainly-made garments free from ornaments, ruffles and all un-
necessary appendages. Plain bonnets and hoods are in harmony
with Gospel plainness, and are adopted as the head dress for our
sisters. The brethren likewise should dress themselves in plain
attire, not wearing fashionable hats and neckties, gold for adorn-
ment or other superfluities. 1 Tim. 2: 9, 10; 1 Peter 3: 3, 4, 5. It

is the duty of all housekeepers to see that the brethren and sisters
are properly instructed concerning the necessity of Gospel plain-
ness and it is also their duty to see that the order of the church,
respecting plainness, is properly carried out in their respective
congregations.

(5) Elders who refuse and neglect to teach and enforce Gos-
pel plainness in their respective congregations shall be reported
to the elders of the District wdiose duty it shall be to see that the
principles of non-conformity are carried out in all the churches.

4. We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to adopt
a blank form of report for the use of visiting committees to our
colleges.

Answer: We recommend that College Visiting Committees
carefully analyze the instructions given by Annual Meeting of
1893, Art. 2, page 3, Classified Minutes, and report in harmony with
instructions given in said article.

5. Inasmuch as the Savior, in Matt. 26: 26 and Mark 14: 22,

connects the Supper and the Communion, we therefore petition An-
nual Meeting through District Meeting of Northeastern Kansas,

to place the reading of the chapter to some other stage of the meet-
ing, and the salutation at the close, just before general thanks are

given.

West Otter Creek church asks Annual Meeting through Dis-

trict Meeting to drop the salutation between the Supper and the

Communion and observe it at the close of the service. See Matt.

26: 26; Mark 14: 22; John 13: 34.
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Would it not be better and more in harmony with the Scrip-

tures to omit the kiss at our love feasts until all the ordinances

have been attended to?

Answer: Decided that the Scriptures referred to in the

queries will not justify the change asked for in our Communion
services.

6. Whereas our Annual Meeting Minutes contain so many
Minutes which are obsolete by virtue of later decisions; would it

not be better to publish in book- form only such Minutes as are

now in force?

Answer:

We find that one-half of the minutes in our book might be

left out without hindrance , to our church work. These are of

three kinds

:

First. Obsolete decisions of a special character, thought neces-

sary at the time to meet conditions which have long ceased to ex-

ist.

Second. Minutes which are repetitions of others preceding

them, similar in character and of like import.

Third. Committee reports of a historical character, involving

no doctrinal question.

We therefore recommend that a committee of three be appoint-

ed whose duty it shall be to revise our book of Minutes, leaving

out all obsolete decisions, all repetitions of like and similar import,

and all reports of committees in which no doctrinal principle is

involved. All minutes of a doctrinal character shall be retained.

After a revision has been made the book shall be published and
sold by the Brethren Publishing House, and said Publishing House
pay the expenses incurred in the revision. The committee shall

enter upon its duties at once, so that the book may be published as

soon as practicable. The minutes in the new bonk shall lie care-

fully classified, and a copious index be appended.

Committee to revise Minutes: D. L. Miller, D. E. Price, Daniel

Hays.

QUERIES.

7. We ask Annual Meeting of 1898 to define herself concerning

the rights and restrictions governing brethren in publishing papers,

as to what character of matter they may and may not publish.

Sent to the Second District of Virginia for approval by order of the

Linville Creek church.

Answer: Such papers, in matter, character and purpose, should

be conducted in a way that will not place them in competition with

the publications duly authorized by the Annual Conference, and

yet not be in opposition to the interest and principles of the Breth-

ren church.
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8. (Woodstock congregation, April 21, 1898.) We ask Annual
Meeting, through the District Meeting of the Second District of

Virginia, to say whether she means in Article 7, 1896, to prohibit

brethren from serving as delegates to Annual or District Meeting
who use tobacco for medicinal purposes only.

Answer: Yes.

9. Whereas there has been organized, with headquarters at

Germantown, a German Baptist Brethren Historical Association,

whose object is to collect, preserve and diffuse the history of our

church; and whereas this seems to us to be a work that will be

of great practical value to the church, therefore the Green Tree
church, in conference met, requests the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania to forward to the next General Conference of the church,

this paper, along with a copy of the Constitution of said Historical

Association, requesting said Conference to consider the practica-

bility of incorporating said Historical Association into our church

body.

CONSTITUTION.

Article I.—The Name.

The name of this organization shall be the German Baptist

Brethren Historical Association.

Article II.—Object.

The object of this Association shrill be

1. To perpetuate the memory and virtues of the fathers and
representative men of the church, and to foster the principles and

doctrines of the Bible, as believed and practiced by the church.

2. To collect and preserve, in a suitable place, all manuscripts,

documents, books, etc., having reference to the history of the

church.

3. To publish and diffuse, in harmony with publishing regula-

tions of the church, such part of the materials gathered, as may
be deemed of sufficient importance and general interest.

4. To encourage each local congregation to note important

events and to keep and preserve Minutes of church councils and of

meetings of Boards of Trustees, to keep a complete list of the

membership, including baptisms, marriages, deaths, expulsions, rec-

lamations and the giving and receiving of church letters.

Article III.—Membership.

Sec. I.— (Classes and Eligibility.) The members shall consist
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of three classes, regular, associate and honorary. All persons in

full fellowship with the church are eligible to regular membership,

All persons in full fellowship with church organizations which

have separated from our own, are eligible to associate membership.

All persons of good character, of acknowledged ability in historical

research, who are in sympathy with the objects of this Association

are eligible to honorary membership.

Sec. IT— ("Election of Members.) Names of applicants or of

persons proposed for membership shall be presented ki writing to

a member of the Executive Committee, whose duty it shall he to

inquire into the eligibility of such persons and, if found eligible,

submit such names to the next regular meeting of the Associa-

tion. A two-thirds vote of members present shall be necessary to

election.

Sec. TIT— (Requirements of Members.) On election regular

and associate members shall pay a fee of two dollars and sign the

constitution. The bequeathal of valuable documents to the Associa-

tion, or the writing of an approve-! historical essay will be accept-

ed in lieu of such fee. The annual dues for such members shall be

one dollar. The payment of twenty-live dollars- shall constitute

any such member a life member. Honorary members shall be ex-

empt from all these obligations.

gec IV.—(Privileges of Members.) Equal rights and privi-

leges shall be granted to all members, except voting and holding

office, which shall be limited to regular members.

Article IV.—Officers.

geG J The officers of this Association shall consist of Presi-

dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Custodian and Execu-

tive Committee.

Sec. IT.— (Election of Officers.)

1. President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Custo-

dian shall be elected at each yearly meeting of the Association.

2. The editors of the Gospel Messenger and the presidents of

our several colleges shall be honorary Vice-Presidents.

3. The Executive Committee shall consist of six members, ex-

clusive of the Secretary, who shall be a member ex-officio. At the

first election there shall be two elected for one year, two for two

years, and two for three years, after which two shall be elected

annually/

Sec. IU.--(Method of Election,) All officers shall be elected by

ballot and a majority vote shall elect.

43
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Article V.—Duties of Officers. '

Sec. I.—(President.) The duties of the President shall be those
usually devolving on that office.

Sec. II.— (Vice-President.) In the absence of the President the
duties of that office shall devolve on the Vice-President.

Sec. III.— (Secretary.) It shall be the duty of the Secretary
to keep an accurate record of all proceedings of meetings of the
Association, to conduct all official correspondence, and to do such
other work as his office may require.

Sec. IV.— (Treasurer.) The duties of the Treasurer shall be
to collect all moneys and disburse the same only upon order signed
by the President and Secretary. He shall keep a regular account
of all the business he transacts and shall submit a report at each
Annual Meeting of the Association, at which time his accounts
shall be audited.

Sec. V.— (Custodian.) It shall be the duty of the Custodian
to receive, classify, arrange and hold in safe keeping and in trust

for the Association, all books, papers, documents, manuscripts, let-

ters, etc. He shall submit at each Annual Meeting of the Associa-
tion a report of all acquisitions, whether by purchase or donations,
with name of donor and conditions, if any, accompanying the ac-

quisition.

Sec. VI.— (Executive Committee.) It shall be the duty of the
Executive Committee to examine and to pass upon the eligibility

of candidates for membership, to arrange for the regular meetings
of the Association and to prepare programs for same; also to

make, from time to time, such rules and regulations as may be
necessary, and to transact all business not otherwise provided for

in this constitution.

Article VI.—Meetings.

The Association shall hold one regular yearly meeting at the

time and place of the Annual Conference of the church.

Article VII.—Headquarters.

The headquarters of the Association shall be with the mother
church at Germantown.

Article VIII.—Amendments.

To amend the constitution, three-fourths of the votes cast

shall he requisite, proxy votes being allowed. Such voting can

take place only at the Annual Meeting of the Association, and
after one year's notice of such proposed amendment.
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By-Laws.

I. Order of Business.

1. Calling to order.

2. Devotional exercises.

3. Reading and adoption of Minutes of previous meeting.

4. Reports of officers and committee.

5. Unfinished business.

6. New business.

7. Election of members.
8. Election of officers.

9. Appointment of committees.

10. Historical papers and addresses.

II. Adjournment.

11. The annual meeting shall be open to the public.

III. Failure on the part of any member to pay his annual dues

for two years shall be regarded as sufficient cause for dropping his

name from the list of membership.

IV. Special meetings can be called at the discretion of the

President and Executive Committee.

V. The by-laws can be amended by a two-thirds vote of the

members present at any regular meeting.

Organization.—President, Abraham H. Cassel, Harleysville,

Pa.; Vice-President, Eld. S. F. Sanger, Manassas, Va.; Secretary,

F. F. Holsopple, Parkersford, Pa,; Treasurer, W. S. Price, Royers-

ford, Pa.; Custodian, G. N. Falkenstein, Germantown, Pa.

Executive Committee.—One Year: Jesse Zigler, Royersford,

Pa.; John Herr, Myerstown, Pa.

Two Years: J. G. Frances, Oaks, Pa.; T. T. Myers, Phila-

delphia, Pa.

Three Years: S. R. Zug, Mastersonville, Pa.; J. T. Myers,

Oaks, Pa.

Answer: Deferred one year.

10. We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to au-

thorize the General Missionary and Tract Committee to prepare

and each year to distribute, with the Minutes of Annual Meeting,

or otherwise, printed forms, containing when properly filled out:

I. Suitable recommendations for delegates. II. Items of infor-

mation needed at the General Office, such as (1) the names and

correct addresses of the ministers in each local church; (2) the

name and address of the elder in charge; (3) the number of

members; (4) the number of meetinghouses and probable value

of church property (as required by the government); (5) inforrna-
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tion relating to Sunday schools (6) missionary work, and (7)

any other items of information needed at the General Office. Such

-blanks to he tilled out both for District and Annual Meeting, in

each local church, signed by its clerk, to be delivered to the Com-
mittee on Credentials, one copy to be tiled with the Secretary of

District Mission Board, and one with Secretary of General Mission

Board.

Answer: Request granted.

11. inasmuch as our Hymnals do not contain sufficient Sun-

day school and missionary songs, and as the introduction of addi-

tional books to supply this deficiency has a tendency to divide the

song service; therefore, we, the members of the Oakland congrega-

tion, ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to so revise our

Hymnals that this deficiency may be supplied within the compass of

one book.

Petition from Solomon's Creek church. As there is quite a

diversity of song and hymn books in use among us, thereby pre-

venting harmony in our song service, and inasmuch as the Breth-

ren's Hymnal and the Sunday School Song Book do not meet

the wants of the church, will not District Meeting ask Annual

Meeting to supply this want and direct that all the churches use

the same book in all our services?

These queries were submitted to a committee and answered

as follows:

(1) Inasmuch as there is now forthcoming, by authority of

Annual Meeting of 1896 (see Art. 18), a No. 2 Sunday School Song
.Book, which will likely be published soon, and thus supply the de-
mand along that line for the present.

(2) In view of the importance of this question submitted, and
the limited time for its consideration, we ask for time until next
Annual Meeting to carefully consider this question. But we sug-
gest (1) that in the meantime the churches use the Hymnal and
Sunday School Song Book, as recommended by Annual Meeting.
(2) That the Brethren Publishing House collect suitable hymns
and music, as opportunity affords, as a stock to draw from when
needed.

Committee: L. W. Teeter, L. H. Dickey, II. E. Light."

12. We, the Ogan's Creek church, ask District Meeting of 3d id-

die District of Indiana, to ask Annual Meeting to make a rule

permitting no brother to serve on the General Missionary Com-
mittee more than two terms of three years each, in succession.

Answer: We suggest that changes be made as wisdom and

prudence may dictate.
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\3, (Clear Creek church, Huntington Co., Ind.) We petition

Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, that no elder or min-

ister shall serve as delegate to District Meeting or Annual Meet-

ing or member of Mission Board, who receives remuneration from

railroad corporations or land speculators, for assistance in locat-

ing families in new countries and territories, thus weakening the

influence of those called of God to feed and lead the flock.

Answer: Annual Meeting refused to grant the request.

14. Inasmuch as members often fail to present their letters

of recommendation within the prescribed limit (six months) and

are practically lost to both churches, will not this District Meet-

ing ask Annual Meeting to grant us a detachable slip to our

certificate of membership which, shall be returned to church clerk

granting said certificate of membership without reasonable de-

lay?

Form of Slip.

This certifies that - • presented

certificate of membership and is under the watch-care of

church.

Clerk P. O State

Answer: The Publishing House is instructed to append the

slip to the Certificates of Membership.

15. Bethel church asks Annual Meeting, through District Meet-

ing, to change the answer to Art. 12, 1863, Classified Minutes, page

222, so as to allow the churches to retain members who are guilty

of fornication, when they manifest fruits of deep repentance.

Answer: Deferred one year.

16. We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to

advise each State District to appoint a Sunday school secretary,

whose duty it shall be to inspire the Sunday school work eff the

District, and also, to supply the Sunday School Advisory Committee

with such statistics and other information as that Committee may

ask.

An swe r : Re qu est g r anted.

17. Inasmuch as the New Testament Scriptures, as under-

stood by the Brethren, are better established by a study of the

types and shadows of the Old Testament, in connection with their

fulfillment in the New, and as the International Sunday School

Lessons do not sufficiently present the analogy of the Old and

New Testaments in connection with their fulfillment in the New,

nor bear on any doctrinal subject long enough to establish it in
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the minds of the Sunday school scholars, we petition Annual
Meeting to appoint a committee to arrange a series of Sunday
school lessons especially adapted to teaching the entire Gospel as

understood by the Brethren.

Answer: Referred to the Executive Committee of the Pub-
lishing House.

18. (Warrensburg church.) We petition Annual Meeting,
through District Meeting, to give a proper course of procedure for

disorganizing a church that can no longer be maintained.

Answer: Let the request be made to District Meeting for dis-
organization. District Meeting shall then appoint a committee of
elders to visit said church and grant letters of membership to all

members, assigning them to adjoining congregations.

19. We, the Abilene church, petition Annual Meeting, through
District Meeting, to say whether it is wrong, or in violation of Gos-
pel principles, or contrary to Brethren's order, to invite members
of other denominations to speak in our social meetings.

Answer: Not wrong when it is done without compromising
Gospel principles.

20. We, the McPherson church, Kansas, ask Annual Meeting,
through District Meeting, to appoint a committee of five, to recom-
mend to next Annual Meeting a plan for a more judicious distri-

bution of the ministerial force of the church.

Answer: Request granted and committee appointed: L. W.
Teeter, S. Z. Sharp, J. G. Royer, Daniel Vaniman, I. D. Parker.

21. Inasmuch as there is a class of young people in our homes
too far advanced to be interested in the Young Disciple, and yet

for whom the Gospel Messenger is not wholly adapted, many of

whom are now reading papers not in sympathy with the time-hon-
ored principles of the Brethren, the General Missionary and Tract
Committee recommend to Standing Committee and Annual Meet-
ing that they authorize the publishing of such a periodical suit-

able in size, and so arranged in departments and illustrated as will

subserve this growing demand most satisfactorily; that such pub-

lication be under the direction of the General Missionary and Tract
Committee and published by the Brethren Publishing House.

Answer: The request is granted.

Annual Report of the General Missionary and Tract Committee
for the Year Ending March 31, 1898.

To the Annual Meeting Assembled at Burlington Park, Illinois,

May 31-June 2, 1898.
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It is with gratitude to God for the great favor he has shown

the work of the church in her several mission fields that the

committee submits this brief annual report of its work for the

past year to the Brotherhood. In every land where our missionaries

are at work has the cause moved onward at an encouraging rate,

and the increase in accessions, as well as in the assets of the funds,

should encourage every member of the church. It is to be regretted

that the report must be confined to bare statements in the briefest

form, but such is its allotted compass at this time. It is hoped

that every reader of its pages will find much to encourage him to

still greater efforts in the one great mission of the church, pro-

claiming salvation to a lost and dying world.

Foreign Fields.

Within the vast year Elders S. N. McCann, D. L. Forney and

his wife, Sister, Anna Forney and Sister Elizabeth Gibbel were

sent to the India field and are now well under headway in their

new work. The Orphanage with its inmates are a source of much

hope for the cause in India. In Asia Minor a congregation has

been organized at Aidin and a mission opened in Philadelphia.

During the year, 4 in Denmark, 9 in Sweden, 16 in Asia Minor and

24 in India have been received by baptism. The year closes with

a membership as follows: Sweden, 122; Denmark, 89; Asia Minor,

39; India. 31.

Home Fields.

In the United States missions have been maintained in Wash-

ington, D. C., Germantown, Pa., Chicago, 111., Arkansas, Southern

Missouri, Florida and Alabama. The total accessions for these

several fields are 44.

Outside of the missions above named tract distribution has been

carried on by the District Boards in a number of cities with good

results. The demand for tracts was greater than the funds on hand

could supply.

The Children's Missions in Chicago and Brooklyn, N. Y., have

had an increased attendance and encouraging results. The dona-

tions of food and clothing have been greatly appreciated and put

to good use.

The Dispensary in Chicago has opened a new and ready avenue

to reach the souls of men and women by healing their bodies.
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FINANCIAL.
World-Wide Missions.

Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning of the year,

Donations, Interest, General Income, .....$9,153 18

Income Covina farm, California, 1,900 00

Income Brethren Publishing House ($240 in

India fund)
Meeting House Bills Receivable,
Mission to Colored People in United States,

Mission to Africa,

Mission to China's Millions,

Expenditures:

Danish Mission, $ 7 70 S7

Swedish Missions, 84 7 71

Assistance to State Districts, 3,900 00

Donations for Meeting Houses, 1.175 00

Loans for Meeting Houses 65

Annuities, 1,501 76

Arkansas Mission . 882 S3

Louisiana Mission, 20 2 5

Florida Mission, 846 35

Brooklyn Mission, 5 65 69

Germantown Mission, 3 87 63

Washington, D. C, Mission, 95 9 6

Chicago Mission, 72 8 15

Chicago Dispensary, 301 91

Scandinavian Mission in the United States,.. 320 08

Committees sent by Annual Meeting, ...... 252 71

Secretary's Salary, 150 00

Expense, 177 69

Traveling' Secretaries,. 891 62

Tract Distribution, 488 66

Transferred to M. H. Bills Receivable 139
Organization Church at Atlanta, Ga. 7 50

. Hoover Property, Ohio 88 00

Committee's Traveling Expenses, .......... 313 36

Balance on hand

Book and Tract Fund.

Receipts:
On hand at the beginning of the year, ....

Donations, Interest, General Income,
From World-Wide Fund

Expenditures

:

Publishing and Distributing Tracts,

Rebate on Tract Interest,

.$2,361 63

438 66

$ 1,379 16

5,760 00

45 6 45
Q 00

s 5

31 42 17,312 55

$18,691 71

$15,810 56

| 2,881 15

! 847 18

2,800 29

$3,647 47

$611 85

951 00
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Missionary Gospel Messenger,
Doctrinal Gospel Messengers,
Danish and Swedish Song Books,

Tract Work, N. Iowa, at Waterloo, . . .

Tract Work, M. Iowa, at Des Moines,

Tract Work, E. Md., at Baltimore, . .

Tract Work, N. Ind., at Ft. Wayne, . -

Tract Work, 1st Va,, at Staunton, . .

Tract Distributors,

Tract Examining Committee,
Special Distribution and Expense, . .

Number of pages of Tracts distributed, 2,03 7,35 7,

420
rr rj

i i

247 50

108 4 3

150 00

70

144

75

75 00

700 28

SO 25

13 3 9

1, $3,64/ 4
' i

Washington Meetinghouse Fund.

Receipts:

Donations during the year, . .

Expenditures:
Overpaid balance of last year

Tax on Property
Solicitor's Expense,

$1,265 14

39 14

55 16

Balance on hand,

India Missions.

Expenditures:
Expense of four missionaries to India and

support on the field, $1,946 73

Passed to Bills Receivable, 1,000 00

Balance on hand

India Sufferers and Orphanage Fund.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at the beginning of the year

Donations for sufferers fund .$4,292 17

Donations for Orphanage, 1,3 30 7

Expenditures:
To Sufferers in India, $1,692 9 5

To Orphanage in India 200 00

Balance on hand for Orphanage,

$1,826 11

1,359 44

466 67

Receipts:
Balance on hand at the beginning: of the year $ 952 83

Donations, $1,343 21

Income Brethren Publishing House, 240

From Bills Receivable, 1,275 00 2,858 21

$3,811 04

$2,946 73

$ 8 64 31

$ 67 95

5,622 24

$5,690 19

$1,892 95

$3,797 24
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Asia Minor Mission.

Receipts
Balance on hand at beginning of the year,

Donations,
$ 338 46

556 24

Expenditures:
Expenses of the Mission,

Asia Minor Orphanage.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at beginning of the year,

Donations, . . . . ,

.$1,789 74

. 2,178 87

Expenditures:
Caring for Orphans, Instructing them, and In-

cidental Expenses, .

$ 894 70

$ 89 4 70

$3,968 61

$1,85 84

2,117 77

Interest Bearing Funds.

Denmark Poor Fund
World-Wide Endowment,
Tract Endowment,
Donation for Brethren Publishing House,
India Mission Fund,
India Endowment
Gospel Messenger Subscription Endowment,
Gish Estate (invoiced),

$

19,

5 5,

5,

1.

31,

034 46

010 8 6

640 06

078 6 6

00

050 00

50 00

42 6 03

$153,290
The above funds were in the following shape on April 1, 1898:

Bills Receivable, .- $74,147 45

Real Estate, 18,418 60
Brethren Publishing House, 50,240 00
Accrued Interest Assumed, 435 67
Cash, 10,048 35

$153,290 07

Assets.

Cash on hand of the several Mission Funds, $ 10,127 14
Interest. Bearing Funds 153,290 07
Value of Real Estate above Investment, .... 30,000 00
Estimated Value of Gish Estate not included

in "Interest Bearing Funds," 28,500 00
Pledged Endowments, Interest and Non-in-

terest Bearing, 86,416 75

$308,333 96
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Assets, March 31, 1897, . . . $224,017 16

Increase, $ 84,316 80

Statement of Cash on Hand April 1, 1898.

World-Wide Fund, $ 2,881 15

Washington Meeting House, 466 67

India Mission, 864 31

India Orphanage, 3,7 9 7 2 4

Asia Minor Orphanage, 2,117 77

Interest Bearing Funds, 10,0 48 35

Total, $20,175 49

Since the above date the larger part of this balance has been

appropriated to the various fields for which it was intended

Donations to Building Meetinghouses.

Oak Grove Church. Oklahoma $100

Sampson Hill Church, Indiana, 200 00

Irvin Creek Church, Wisconsin, .«.-., 100 00

Goshen Church, West Virginia, - 100 00

White Church, Kansas, 100 00

Circleville Church, Ohio, .
100 00

Windfall Church, Indiana, 100 00

Ft. Scott Church, Kansas, 150 00

Muncie Church, Indiana, 150

Black River Church, Michigan, 7 5 00

Meeting House Loans.

Big Creek Church, Oklahoma $2 00

Irvin Creek Church, Wisconsin 100 00

Ft. Scott Church, Kansas 20

Windfall Church, Indiana, 100 00

Assistance to State Districts.

Texas $100 00

Northern Missouri 150 00

California, 200 00

Northern Illinois 200 00

Southern Illinois, 200

Northwest Kansas 300 00

Southwest Kansas, 2 00

Northeast Kansas, 3 00

Southeast Kansas 150 00

Middle Iowa, 60 ° 00

Nebraska, I 50 00

Oregon, Washington and Idaho, 350 00

Eastern Pennsylvania 150

Tennessee, •
•

- 10 ° °°

$1,175 00

$ 6
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Southern Indiana $100
Middle Pennsylvania 150 00
Oklahoma, 200 00

$3,900 00

Summary.
Assistance to Meeting Houses, Donations, 10
Assistance to Meeting Houses, Loans, 4

Assistance to State Districts 17
Received into Membership in all Fields, 97

The Washington Meeting House fund shows Only the cash
received. The lot is paid for in full and the halance on hand,
with a goodly number of pledges to pay when the building is

ready to go up, are all toward the proposed new house, which
should soon be erected.

Among the items of expense in the world-wide fund is an out-

lay for Traveling Secretaries. The wisdom of this expenditure, as

well as the success of the Secretaries, is seen in the increase of $84,-

316.80 in the Assets, most of which has come through their la-

bors.

Another item shows that $3,900 has been given to State Dis-

tricts for their own district mission work. B}r turning to the list

of Districts helped, it is seen that the money has been distributed

from Pennsylvania to California. For the past ten years the aver-

age assistance to State Districts has been 8 2-5, Districts receiv-

ing $1,345,83. This year 17 Districts, or twice the average number,
receive $3,900, or a little over three times the average amount.
This has been possible for the Committee to do, only because of

the funds coming from the Brethren Publishing House.

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE.
Financial Statement.

Resources:
Cash on hand, $ 3,873 44

Machinery, 3,818 2 4

Type, Cases, etc., 8,C9G 68

Office Fixtures, 356 58

Reserve Fund (held in Mortgages), 10,000 00
Bills Receivable, 4,2 65 04
Accounts Receivable, 3,871 77
Old Ledger Accounts, 3,156 92
Merchandise, 2,15 6 9 2

Printing Paper, and other Material, 1,167 12

Special Accounts, 45 80

$41,408 19
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Liabilities:

Net Capital at beginning, $22,114 32

Unexpired Messenger, Young Disciple, and

Children at Work Subscriptions 14,168 25

Gospel Messenger Poor Fund, 2 91

Gish Testament Fund, 1.1 *'2 00

Earnings for the Year, $10,020 02

Paid to Mission Board 6,000 00

Earnings not taken out of the Business, . . 4,020 62

$41,408 19

The above is a summarized statement of the Resources and

Liabilities of the business on April 1, L898, as taken from the

baiaftce - heel oi tfa< books of the I tous<
.

and has been carefully

compared and found true and correct by the Auditing Committee

appointed by last Annual Meeting. The statement does not in-

clude the delinquent subscription account found in the report of

last year and which is still over $15,000.

The total amount of business done during the year is $108,-

490.55.

The Reserve Fund is a part of the amount realized from the

Old Ledger accounts and Cash turned over with the business. It

is placed in reserve to meet possible contingencies and to avoid

reducing the working capital of the House.

Between two-fifths and one-half of the earnings of the business

come from the sale of Books, Sunday-School Supplies, Advertise-

ments, and the Job Department.

When the Missionary and Tract Committee came into posses-

sion of the Publishing business it at once reduced the salaries in

total for the four head workmen, $440 per year. The salaries and

wages for the ensuing year are as follows:

D. 1,. Miller, Editor Service*, free.

•H. B. Brumbaugh, Editor per year, $500

J. H. Moore, Office Editor, per year S40 00

Joseph Amick, Business Manager, per year 700 00

Galen B. Rover, Bookkeeper, receives $840 per year, of which

$150 is paid direct by Missionary Committee for serv-

ices as Secretary, and balance by the House 090 00

The business of the House has been under the immediate di-

rection of an executive committee, composed of the editors and

the business manager, persons experienced in the printing business

and well acquainted with the desires and needs of the brotherhood,

and the earnings show not only that the brotherhood received a

very valuable donation one year ago but also that the business has

been conducted in a very satisfactory manner. It is a pleasure^to

announce that the Messenger starts upon the new year with 3,U
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more subscriptions than it had one year ago. The Sunday-School
Supplies are in greater demand than heretofore, and the outlook

is promising for a still better business for the church.

In conclusion, let it be said that it has been only a few years

since the mission work of the church was begun on an organized

basis; yet in that short time the committee has assisted in building

about seventy-five meeting houses, helped nearly every state dis-

trict in preaching the gospel in its own territory, opened foreign

fields with wonderful rapidity and growth, and in this and other

lands souls rejoice in the God of their salvation, because conse-

crated workers and means have been willingly laid on the altar

of sacrifice. With all this, some one is ready to say, " So little is

done." This is true when only the world field is taken into com-
parison. Yet, when a review of the past growth is considered,

when the power of the press and awakened missionary sentiment is

contemplated, who is able to foretell the ends that shall, by God's

continued favor, be reached in the next few years. And may these

thoughts simply warm our hearts to a deeper love for the Master

and his cause and constrain us to redouble our efforts in a world-

wide evangelization until all the nations of the earth shall have

heard the glad tidings of salvation.

Committee: Enoch Eby, of Kansas, Chairman; D. L. Miller,

of Illinois, Treasurer; S. F. Sanger, of Virginia; S. R. Zug, of

Pennsylvania; L. W. Teeter, of Indiana.

Mount Morris, Illinois, May 30, 1898.

We, the undersigned committee, appointed by Annual Meet-

ing to audit the books of the General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee and of the Brethren Publishing House, have examined the

same and found them correct. We find all notes and mortgages
made payable to the Committee. All moneys are credited to the

accounts for which they were received.

Committee: John C. Mellinger, Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L.

Clair.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Report of Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania.

The Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania made its annual re-

port, showing some progress in its work. The report was ac-

cepted and the committee continued with an addition of two elders,

W. R. Deeter and W. A. Gaunt. The Committee was instructed

to make an effort to divide the State District, to lay before the

churches fully the order of the church and to confer with

the General Missionary and Tract Committee with reference-

to locating two or three faithful elders in Eastern Pennsylvania.
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Report of Committee to Western Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

The committee to Western Pennsylvania reported progress

which is encouraging in character. The committee was continued

and encouraged to carry forward the work in hand as rapidly as

wisdom dictates.

Incorporation of Trustees in Pennsylvania.

The Standing Committee of Annual Meeting of 1898 advise

the Trustees of the General Conference of the German Baptist

Brethren Church, namely, L. W. Teeter, H age rstown, Indiana; S.

R. Zug, Mastersonville, Pennsylvania; H. C. Early, Meyerhoeffers

Store, Virginia; Henry Frantz, New Carlisle, Ohio; and H, C.

Baker, Rock Falls, Wisconsin, now incorporated under the Statutes

of the State of Wisconsin (sections 1998, and 1999, Revised

Statutes), to also incorporate under the Statutes of the State of

Pennsylvania for the purpose of holding in trust the German-

town Church Property, or any other such property desired to be

held by them in said State.

Adopted.

Letters of Greeting

Were received from Denmark, Asia Minor, and Oregon, Wash-
ington and Idaho, and answered as follows:

The General Conference at Naperville, 111., sends greeting to all

our dear brethren and sisters of the District of Denmark, Asia

Minor, Oregon, Washington and Idaho. Your greetings of love

have been accepted with gladness and we are thankful to our

Heavenly Father that you enjoy that degree of love, grace and

Christian fellowship, that is so much desired, and our prayers go

up in your behalf that the Ford's work may continually prosper

among you, and that you may be instruments in accomplishing

much good in Ids name, in earnestly contending for the faith once

delivered to the saints.

Committees Appointed.

Committee on Credentials: J. S. Mohler, A. B. Barnhart, Jacob

Witmore.
Committee on Resolutions: I. D. Parker, D. S. Filbrun, I. N.

H. Beahrn.

Sunday School Committee: A. C. Wieand.

Tract Examining Committee: Daniel flays.
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Treasurer of Annual Meeting: Joseph Amiek.
Missionary and Tract Committee: S. F. Sanger, A. B, Barn-

hart.

Auditing Committee: L. R. Peifer, three years; J. C. Mellinger,

two years; A. L. Clair, one year.

School Visiting Committees: Huntingdon, Pa*., James A. Sell;

Bridgewater, Va,, Hiram G. Miller; Mount Morris, III, David Eby;
McPliersou, Kans., Michael Keller; Lordsburg, Cab, W. J. Thomas,
Andrew Hutchison; North Manchester, Ind., Amsey Puterbaugh.

Advisory Committee for Gospel Messenger: Daniel Plays re-

elected.

The request to recognize and appoint a Visiting Committee
for the Fruitdale School, Ala., was deferred one year.

To visit the churches in Scandinavia and Asia Minor: D. L.

Miller and wife.

Committees to Churches.

Upper Stillwater church, Ohio: W. R. Deeter, C. L. Wilkihs,
L. T. Holsinger, 1. D. Parker, Jacob Rairigh.

Covington church, Ohio: W. R, Deeter, L. W. Teeter, L. T.

Holsinger, I. D. Parker, Jacob Rairigh.

Pyrmont church, Ind.: D. F. Hoover, L. W. Teeter, S. S.

Ullery.

The Committee 'appointed in 1897 to visit the Cerrogordo
church, 111., was continued.

Calls for Annual Meeting, 1899.

(T) First District of Virginia. (2) Second District of Vir-

ginia. (3) Eastern Pennsylvania. (4) Northwestern Ohio. (5)

Middle District of Indiana, (6) California and Arizona.

The next Annual Meeting will be held in the First District of

Virginia.

Resolutions.

Whereas: Under the guidance and blessings of our Heavenly
Father, we have enjoyed another Annual Meeting, which, in so-

ciability and character of work done, has been one of the most

pleasant and profitable in the history of the church, be it there-

fore

Resolved, That we unite in giving thanks:

1. To Him from whom these and all other blessings come:
r His abundant mercy, grace and peace that have rested upon us

during the meeting.
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2. To the Committee of Arrangements and their assistants

for their ardent and faithful efforts, put forth under many perplex-

ing difficulties, to give to all in attendance every needed com-
fort.

3. To the local churches of our Brotherhood and all individuals

for their liberal donations to the General Missionary Fund,

4. To the citizens of Naperville for their cordial reception and

hospitality extended to our people.

5. To the corporation of Naperville for the efficient electric

light service furnished us.

6. To the churches of Naperville that opened their houses of

worship,—much to the convenience and spiritual comfort of many.

7. To the C, B. & Q. Railway system for the use of their park,

and other special favors. Also to such other roads as favored us,

and particularly to Mr. P. S. Eustis, General Passenger Agent of

the Burlington Road, for his efficient and untiring efforts that se-

cured for us favors desired.

Standing Committee.

1. Tennessee, North Carolina, and Florida, John Brubaker

2. First District of Virginia, W. IT. Naff, Samuel Crumpacker

3. Second District of Virginia, L. A. Wenger
4. First District of West Virginia, Jeremiah Thomas
5. Second District of West Virginia, G. W. Annon
6. Eastern Maryland, George K. Sappington

7. Western Maryland, Eli Yourtee

8. Eastern Pennsylvania, . . •. J. H. Longanecker

9. Southern Pennsylvania, E. D. Book

10. Middle Pennsylvania, S. J. Swigart

11. Western Pennsylvania, W. A. Gaunt

12. Southern Ohio, J. Calvin Bright

13. Northeastern Ohio, Henry Keller

14. Northwestern Ohio, : C. L. Wilkins

15. Southern Indiana, J. W. Rarick

16. Middle Indiana, J. H. Wright

17. Northern Indiana, W. R. Deeter

18. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, .P. R. Keltner

19. Southern Illinois, Solomon Bucklew, Michael Flory

20. Southern Missouri and Arkansas, ' F. W. Dove

21. Middle Missouri, M. T. Baer

22." Northern Missouri, J. E. Ellenberger

44
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23. Southern Iowa, John P. Bailey
24. Middle Iowa, Geo. A. Shamberger
25. Northern Iowa, S. Minnesota and S. Dakota S. H. Miller

26. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, J. C. Seibert

27. Michigan, Daniel Chambers
28. Nebraska, S. M. Forney
29. Northeastern Kansas, Win. Davis
30. Southeastern Kansas, Caleb Fogle
31. Northwestern Kansas and Colorado, . . t S. L. Mvers
32. Southwestern Kansas and S. Colorado, Michael Keller

83. Texas, A. Molsbee
34. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, Samuel Edgecomb
35. California and Arizona, .Andrew Hutchison
36. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, By letter

37. Denmark, By letter

38. Sweden, D. L. Miller

39. First District of Asia Minor, By letter

W. R. Deeter, Moderator; P. R. Keltner, Reading Clerk; D. L.

Miller, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1899.

Roanoke, Va.

The Conference was organized by electing Eld. E, T. Hol-

singer, of North Manchester, Irid.j Moderator; Eld. I. B. Trout, of

Lanark, 111., Reading Clerk; Eld. J. H. Moore, of Mt. Morris, 111.,

Writing Clerk.

The General Council was opened at 8: 30 A. M., May 23, 1899.

Unfinished Business.

1. Whereas there has been organized, with headquarters at

Germantown, a German Baptist Brethren Historical Association,

whose object is to collect, preserve and diffuse the history of our

church; and whereas this seems to us to be a work that will be of

great practical value to the church, therefore the Green Tree
church, in conference met, requests' the Eastern District of Penn-

sylvania to forward to the next General Conference of the church,

this paper, along with a copy of the Constitution of said Historical

Association, requesting said Conference to consider the practi

cability of incorporating said Historical Association into our

church body.
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Constitution.

Article I.—The Name.

The name of this organization shall be the German Baptist

Brethren Historical Association.

Article II.—Object

The object of this Association shall be

1. To perpetuate the memory and virtues of the fathers and
representative men of the church, and to foster the principles and
doctrines of the Bible, as believed and practiced by the church.

2. To collect and preserve, in a suitable place, all manuscripts,

documents, books, etc., having reference to the history of the

church.

3. To publish and diffuse, in harmony with publishing- regu-

lations of the church, such part of the materials gathered, as may
be deemed of sufficient importance and general interest.

4. To encourage each local congregation to note important

events and to keep and preserve Minutes of church councils and
of Meetings of Boards of Trustees, to keep a complete list of the

membership, including baptisms, marriages, deaths, expulsions, re-

clamations and the giving and receiving of church letters.

Article III.—Membership.

Sec. I.— (Classes and Eligibility.) The members shall con-

sist of three classes, regular, associate and honorary. All per-

sons in full fellowship with the church are eligible to regular

membership. All persons in full fellowship with church organiza-

tions which have separated from our own, are eligible to associate

membership. All persons of good character, of acknowledged,

ability in historical research, who are in sympathy with the ob-

jects of this Association are eligible to honorary membership.

Sec. 11.— (Election of Members.) Names of applicants or of

persons proposed for membership shall be presented in writing to

a member of the Executive Committee, whose duty it shall be to

inquire into the eligibility of such persons and, if found eligible,

submit such names to the next regular meeting of the Association.

A two-thirds vote of members present shall be necessary to elec-

tion.

Sec. TIT.—(Requirements of Members.) On election regular

and associate members shall pay a fee of two dollars and sign the

constitution. The bequeathal of valuable documents to the Asso-

ciation, or the writing of an approved historical essay will be ac-

cepted in lieu of such fee. The annual dues for such members shall
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be one dollar. The payments of twenty-five dollars shall constitute

any such member a life member. Honorary members shall be
exempt from all these obligations.

Sec, IV.— (Privileges of Members.) Equal rights and privileges

shall be granted to all members, except voting and holding office,

which shall be limited to regular members.

Article TV.—Officers.

Sec. I.—The officers of this Association shall consist of Presi-

dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Custodian and Execu-
tive Committee.

Sec. II.— (Election of Officers.)

1. President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Custo-

dian shall be elected at each yearly meeting of the Association. .

2. The editors of the Gospel Messenger and the presidents of

our several colleges shall be honorary Vice-Presidents.

3. The Executive Committee shall consist of six members, ex-

clusive of the Secretary, who shall be a member ex-officio. At
the first election there shall be two elected for one year, two for

two years, and two for three years, after which two shall be elected

annually.

Sec. III.— (Method of Election/) All officers shall be elected

by ballot and a majority shall elect.

Article V.—Duties of Officers.

Sec. I.— (President.) The duties of the President shall be

those usually devolving1 on that office.

Sec, II.—-(Vice President.) In the absence of the President

the duties of that office shall devolve on the Vice-President.

Sec. III.— (Secretary.) It shall lie the duty of the Secretary

to keep an accurate record of all proceedings of meetings of the

Association, to conduct all official correspondence, and to do such

work as his office may require.

Sec. IV.— (Treasurer.) The duties of the Treasurer shall be

to collect all moneys and disburse the same only upon order signed

by the P'resident and Secretary. He shall keep a regular account of

all the business he transacts and shall submit a report at each

Annual Meeting of the Association, at which time his accounts

shall be audited.

Sec. V.— (Custodian,) It shall be the duty of the Custodian

to receive, classify, arrange and hold in safe keeping and in trust for

the Association, all books, papers, documents, manuscripts, letters,

etc. He shall submit at each Annual Meeting of the Association

"a report of all acquisitions, whether by purchase or donations, with
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name of donor and conditions, if any, accompanying the acquisition.

Sec. VI.— (Executive Committee.) It shall be the duty of the

Executive Committee to examine and to pass upon the eligibility of

candidates for membership, to arrange for the regular meetings of

the Association and to prepare programs for same; also to make,

from time to time, such rules and regulations as may be necessary,

and to transact all business not otherwise provided for in this

constitution.

Article VI.—Meetings.

The Association shall hold one regular yearly meeting at the

time and place of the Annual Conference of the church.

Article VII.—Headquarters.

The headquarters of the Association shall be with the mother

church at Germantown.
Article VIII.—Amendments.

To amend the constitution, three-fourths of the vote cast shall

be requisite, proxy votes being allowed. Such voting can take place

only at the Annual Meeting of the Association, and after one year's

notice of such proposed amendments.

By-Laws.

I. Order of Business.

1. Calling to order.

2. Devotional exericses.

3. Reading and adoption of Minutes of previous meeting.

4. Report of officers and committee,

5. Unfinished business.

6. New business.

7. Election of members.

8. Election of officers.

9. Appointment of committees.

10. Historical papers and addresses.

11. Adj o u r nm cut.

II. The annual meeting shall be open to the public.

III. Failure on the part of any member to pay his annual dues

for two years shall be regarded as sufficient cause for drop-

ping his name from the list of membership.

IV. Special meetings can be called at the discretion of the Presi-

dent and Executive Committee.

V. The by-laws can be amended by a two-thirds vote of the

members present at any regular meeting.

Organization.—President, Abraham H. Cstssel, Harleysville, Pa.;



694 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [18?

Vice President, Eld S. F. Sanger, Manassas, Va.; Secretary, F. F.

Holsopple, Parkerford, Pa.; Treasurer, W. S. Price, Royersford,

Pa.; Custodian, G. N. Falkenstein, Germantown, Pa.

Executive Committee.—One year, Jesse Zigler, Royersford, Pa.,

John Herr, Myerstown, Pa.; two years, J. G. Francis, Oaks, Pa.,

T. T. Myers, Philadelphia, Pa.; three years, S. R. Zug, Masterson-

ville, Pa., J. T. Myers, Oaks, Pa.

[Answer: Deferred one year.]

Answer: Decided to appoint a committee of live brethren to
take this matter under consideration and report at the next Annual
Meeting. Committee: D. L. Miller, Daniel Vaniman, M. T. Mc-
Clure, Jas. A. Sell, J. T. Meyers.

2. (a) Inasmuch as our Hymnals do not contain sufficient

Sunday school and missionary songs, and as the introduction of ad-

ditional books to supply this deficiency has a tendency to divide the
song service; therefore we, the members of the Oakland congrega-
tion, ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to so revise

our Hymnals that this deficiency may be supplied within the com-
pass of one book.

(b) Petition from Solomon's Creek church: As there is quite

a diversity of song and hymn books in use among us, thereby pre-

venting harmony in our song service, and inasmuch as the " Breth-

ren's Hymnal" and the "Sunday School Song Book" do not meet
the wants of the church, will not District Meeting ask Annual Meet-
ing to supply this want and direct that all the churches use the

same book in all of our services?

These queries were submitted to a committee, and answered as

follows:

1. Inasmuch as there is now forthcoming, by authority of

Annual Meeting of 1896 (see Art. IS), a No. 2 Sunday School Song
Book, which will likely be published soon, and thus supply the de-

mand along that line for the present.

2. In view of the importance of this question submitted, and
the limited time for its consideration, we ask for time until next

Annual Meeting to carefully consider this question. But we sug-

gest (1) that in the meantime the churches use the Hymnal and
Sunday School Song Book, as recommended by Annual Meeting".

(2) That the Brethren Publishing House collect suitable hymns
and music, as opportunity affords, as a stock to draw from when
needed.

Committee: L. W. Teeter, L. H. Dickey, H. E. Light.

Report of the committee:
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After carefully considering this question we recommend the

following:

1. That the publication of the Hymn Book and Hymnal be

continued in about the form and size they now are,

2. That a committee of three be appointed to revise both the

Hymn Book and Hymnal according to the following outline:

(1) Revise the Hymn Book, expunging a sufficient number of

the hymns least in general use to admit a Sunday-school depart-

ment, of sufficient compass that, by the use of some hymns from

other departments, the book may be used for Sunday-school song-

service.

(2) Give special attention to the doctrine of all the hymns, and

arrange them topically, and fully indexed.

3. Revise the Hymnal (1) to contain the same hymns as those

in the Hymn Book, and topically arranged and indexed. (2) To
contain few, if any duplicates, thus giving us a greater variety of

tunes without increasing the size of the book.

4. We recommend that the publication of the Hymn Book and

Hymnal be turned over to the Brethren Publishing House, and that

they should put them in substantial binding, and sell them as near

cost as possible.

Committee: L. W. Teeter, L. H. Dickey, H. E. Light.

Answer: Decided to spread the report on the Minutes and
defer one year.

3. We, the McPherson church, Kansas, ask Annual Meeting,

through District Meeting, to appoint a committee of live to recom-

mend to next Annual Meeting a plan for a more judicious distribu-

tion of the ministerial force of the church.

Answer: Request granted and committee appointed: L. W.
Teeter, S. Z, Sharp, J. G. Royer, Daniel Vaniman, I. D. Parker.

Report o f the c mm i 1 1 e e

:

1. We recommend that a bureau of information be created

with headquarters at the office of the General Missionary and Tract

Committee, said bureau to consist of the General Missionary and

Tract Committee, the Secretary of the Missionary Committee of

each State District, and the Secretary of each local church in the

Brotherhood.

2. We recommend that the General Missionary and Tract

Committee shall prepare and forward suitable blanks indicating

the needed information to the secretary of each local church in

the Brotherhood, three of which blanks shall be properly filled by

the secretary and the elder or minister in charge, one copy of which
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shall be kept on file by the local secretary, one mailed to the Secre-

tary of the Missionary Committee of his State District, and one to

the General Missionary and Tract Committee.

3. We recommend that each church choose a board of three

judicious members who, with the elder or minister in charge, shall

so distribute the ministerial force ui the church that bulb her talent

and territory shall be well occupied,

4. We recommend that members living in a State District

where ministerial help is needed, be instructed to report in written

or printed form their needs, and such assistance as they are able

to give, to locate and sustain a suitable minister in their locality,

to the Missionary Committee of their own State District.

5. We recommend that it shall be the duty of the Missionary

Committee of each State District to keep on file fur ready refer-

ence a list of suitable and available ministers, and, if possible, ren-

der the assistance needed to supply the lack in one place from the

abundance of another.

6. We recommend that members living in a locality not in any

State District (unless looked after by some Slate District) be in-

structed to report in like manner their needs to the General Mis-

sionary and Tract Committee.

L. W. Teeter,

J. G. Royer,

I. D. Parker,

Daniel Vaniman,

Committee.

Answer: Decided to spread on the minutes as deferred matter
for one year.

QUERIES.

1. (a) (Grundy County.) We, the sisters of the Grundy
County church, seeing Ave have made the same covenant with God
in Christ Jesus that the brethren have made, petition Annual Meet-

ing through District Meeting to repeal former decisions against us

and grant us the same privilege in the breaking of the bread and
passing the cup that the brethren enjoy in fulfilling the Wore! of

the Lord. See 1 Cor. 10: 16. (By authority of the Grundy County
church.)

(b) We (the Lanark church) petition Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to honor the sisters by allowing them to break

bread, using like words of affirmation, and pass the cup as the

Brethren do, believing that a more sacred feeling would be felt

among the sisters if the3r could share these privileges, and that

such would be in harmony with the teaching of the New Tes-

tament.

(c) Inasmuch as Jesus broke the bread of Communion and

gave it to his disciples (see Matt. 26: 26, 27; Mark 14; 22, 23; Luke
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22: 19, 20), and Paul delivered the same practice to the church at

Corinth (see 1 Cor. 11: 23, 24, 25), would it not be well for min-

isters who officiate at love feasts to break the bread for the breth-

ren as well as for the sisters, and thus secure uniformity, and re-

store the order of Christ and the practice of the primitive church?

Answer: We recommend that a committee be appointed to

investigate the Gospel grounds and expediency of the change and
report to Animal Meeting of 1900.

Answer: Decided that these papers be referred to a committee
to report at next Annual Meeting. Committee: D. Hays, L. W.
Teeter, LB. Trout.

2. We, the Brownsville church, ask Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to grant us a more satisfactory as well as a more

Scriptural way of electing our ministers; by allowing the official

part of the church to set forth two or three brethren and ask the

church which one of these shall be the minister. Acts 1: 23, 24, 25.

Answer: Decided that a committee of five be appointed to_ con-

sider this question and report at the next Conference. Committee:
A. lb Puterbaugh, Enoch Eby, H. C. Early, L. H. Dickey, Jesse

Stutsman.
3. Since all officers at the time of their installation, are required

by Annual Meeting to conform to the usages of the Brotherhood

in giving shape to their clothing, hair and beard, and the non-

use of tobacco,—will not the Southwestern District of Kansas and

Southern Colorado ask Annual Meeting to so decide that no brother

shall be advanced in office until he complies with the same?

Answer: We grant the request,

4. We the Ozawkie church, petition District Meeting,—Is it in

harmony with the rules of the Brotherhood governing the election

of ministers and deacons for one church of the Brotherhood to

elect and install into office of the ministry a brother who has been

deposed of the office of deacon in another congregation without

first counseling the congregation where the brother was deposed of

his former office?

Answer: We decide that the former church should be con-

sulted.

5. We, the North Morrill church, ask whether sisters are eli-

gible to serve as delegates to District Meeting. This District Meet-

ing refers this to Annual Meeting for an answer.

Answer: We see no good reasons why they shall not be eligi-

ble, provided they are exemplary sisters.

6. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting that
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no member of the General Missionary and Tract Committee shall

be appointed on the Gospel Messenger Advisory Committee, and
that the duties of the Gospel Messenger Advisory Committee shall

be extended so as to include the supervision of all the work of the
General Missionary and Tract Committee.

Answer: We grant the first part of the petition, but deem it

unwise to extend the duties of the Gospel Messenger Advisory
Committee at this time.

7. We, the members of the North Manchester church, ask
Annual Meeting through District Meeting to define what is meant
by the term " fashionable neckties."

Answer by District Meeting: The term " fashionable," as ap-
plied to neckties in the committee's report referred to, signifies all
neckties except those worn for comfort or health.

Answer: Passed by Annual Meeting.

8. We (the members of the Yellow Creek church, Illinois)

petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting of Northern Illi-

nois to so instruct our general Sunday-school Committee, in ap-
pointing teachers to teach on Annual Meeting grounds, that they
will appoint only those who are in the order of the general Brother-
hood.

Answer: Request granted.

(a) We petition Annual Meeting through District Meet-
ing, that no brethren shall serve on " Standing Committee " or as

delegate to
,:

District Meeting" or "Annual Meeting," or as a mem-
ber of. any 'Mission Board," who receives a remuneration from a
railroad corporation or land speculators, for assistance in locating
families in new countries, thus weakening the influence of their

holy calling. This shall not be so construed as to prohibit breth-
ren from accepting free transportation, for the purpose of going to

see new countries for themselves. By order of the Beaver Darn
church. District Meeting grants the petition.

(b) Inasmuch as some of our brethren have been employed by
immigration agents and land associations to canvass, and others
have given their influence by allowing their names to be Used in

circular letters, and thereby many have been influenced to leave

comfortable homes and to seek homes in new countries, much to the
dissatisfaction of many and also causing much severe criticism on
our Brotherhood, therefore we ask District Meeting to petition
Annual Meeting to decide that brethren shall cease thus giving
encouragement to such schemes, or declare them ineligible to rep-
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resent the church as delegate at District Meeting or Annual Meet-

ing.

Answer: We grant the petitions, and decide further that, if

Brethren will persist in exercising undue influence to induce emigra-
tion, they shall be called to account.

10. (Anderson church.) We ask District Meeting of the

Southern District of Indiana and Annual Meeting of 1899, is it

according to the Gospel and the order of the Brethren church for

members to engage in a work where they are compelled to work

on Sunday and to wear the uniforms, such as are worn in the mail

service and fire department or any other work?

Answer: We decide that the working on Sunday has been

fully covered by former decisions, and that brethren working for

the Government and for corporations where the uniform is re-

quired to be worn, should wear such uniform only when engaged
in such services.

11. A number of papers were presented concerning the pro-

priety of using the Gospel Messenger as an advertising medium,

and the following is meant to answer the purpose of all of them:

Answer; We recommend that the advertisements in the Gos-

pel Messenger be limited to books and papers of moral and re-

ligious character, and to such other notices as shall be necessary

in carrying forward the interest of the church.

12. We, the Brethren of Upper Twin church, petition Annual

Meeting through District Meeting to amend Article 7, of the Min-

utes of Annual Meeting of 1896, so as to exclude from the privilege

of sitting as delegate in District or Annual Meeting the member

who has tobacco raised, as well as the one who raises it.

Answer: Petition granted.

13. Whereas, Annual Meeting of 1885, Art. 18, has decided

that the right to publish additional church papers shall rest with

Annual Meeting, to which petitions for such shall first be pre-

sented; and,

Whereas, Annual Meeting of 1898, Art. 7, has decided that the

Brethren shall publish no papers that shall come in competition

with the publications duly authorized by the Annual Conference, or

publish anything in op-position to the interest and principles of the

Brethren church; and,

Whereas, The Landmark violates these decisions; therefore, be

it

Resolved, by this Annual Meeting, that its publication shall

be discontinued.
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Answer: Decided that we consider the publication of the Land-
mark a violation of the decisions of Annual Meeting, and hereby
disapprove of its continuance, and warmly urge the patronage of

the literature authorized by the Annual Meeting.

14. We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, wheth-

er it is considered right to start and publish a paper in competi-

tion with the recognized Brethren's papers— for instance The Land-

mark, now being published at Warrensburg, Mo.? If not, what

course should be pursued with those doing so, and also the elders

and ministers whose names appear in said paper as the Board of

Counsel?

Answer: We do not consider it right for Brethren to start

papers on such a plan; and elders and ministers, whose names ap-

pear as stated, should withdraw from the Board of Counsel.

15. What course shall be pursued in ordaining elders at

mission points outside of State Districts?

Answer: Let the General Missionary and Tract Committee,
by the consent of the church, decide to what State District said

points belong, then let the ordination be carried out according to

the regular order.

16. The Committee decides that Sec. 9 of its constitution, re-

ferring to rebate on tract interest, is detrimental to the work of

the endowment and hence asks Annual Meceting to remove said

clause from the constitution.

Answer: Request granted by Annual Meeting.

Annual Report of the General Missionary and Tract Committee of

the German Baptist Brethren Church for the Year
Ending March 31, 1899.

To the Annual Meeting Assembled at Roanoke, Virginia, May 23,

1899:—

In submitting this brief report of the work of the Committee

a profound sense of the Father's care and blessings has been felt.

While reverses have come in one held and progress in another is

not so marked, yet the Lord has blessed the work and the Com-
mittee presses forward, realizing that it is for the church to sow the

seed and let the Lord of the harvest give the increase as he

deems best.

A brief review of the work for the year is as follows:
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India.

The report for India closes with April, 1899. From the begin-

ning of the mission in 1894 to this date, 42 have been received into

church m embers hip, 1 has been disowned, 3 died. The present

membership is 45, of which 32 are Hindoos, 1 Parsee, 1 Syrian,

3 Eurasian, 8 American. As organized into a congregation there

are 2 elders, 1 minister in the second degree, 1 deacon, 2 lay evan-

gelists, 1 colporteur, 2 day teachers, 3 Sunday-school teachers. One

outstation at Navsari is occupied. Three love feasts have been

held. The orphanage has a present enrollment of 34. 11 have

died and 12 have been baptized. The response of the churches to

donate for the orphans' home in India has been prompt and lib-

eral, and the workers in India are using due caution to expend the

consecrated amount judiciously.

Asia Minor.

The dark cloud of persecution which fell upon the consecrated

and energetic effort of Eld. G. J. Fereken at Smyrna is recorded in

sadness, So bright with promise, so richly blessed in every way,

it is hard to understand why the work of saving souls should be

brought so abruptly to a close. Brother Fereken sowed the seed

thoroughly and the gathering called forth the bitterness of the

enemy. Elder D. L. Miller writes in a recent letter that he has

little hopes of re-establishing the orphanage, as the Sultan has

given orders to watch all American Orphanages and eject any

workers who seem to be successful. The Committee is unable to

give a complete report, inasmuch as Brother and Sister Miller are

now at Smyrna and have' not yet reported the results of their in-

vestigations. It is still hoped that the work there may be con-

tinued in some way.

Switzerland.

When it was definitely known that Eld. Fereken could not re-

turn to Smyrna it was decided that he open a mission in Switzer-

land. Accordingly he has begun at Fancy, a point not far from

Geneva. The village has no Protestant service, and Bro. Fereken

writes that he considers it a splendid opening. No progress can

be reported for the mission has just been started.

Denmark.

The membership is as follows: 4 elders, 2 ministers, 7 deacons,

a total of 82 members; 487 meetings and 3 love feasts were held;

2 were baptized, 1 disowned, and 3 died.
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Sweden.

There are four congregations, having a total membership of 84.

Of these 3 are elders, 4 ministers and three deacons. 486 meetings
were held; 3 baptized, 2 died. Bro. Hope did considerable work in

this field during the past year, with good results among the mem-
bers. Bro. H. O. Weyler is doing a good work in Stockholm.
Since he moved, a few months ago, lie has preached 20 times,

held 35 prayer meetings, distributed 1,847 tracts, visited 1,796 homes.
He held 1 love feast, 1 council meeting and baptized 4.

United States.

The work in this great held has been carried forward along four

lines of effort.

1. The work in Germantown, Pa., Chicago, 111., Arkansas.
Southern Missouri, and Florida has been continued under the direct

supervision of the Committee with very satisfactory results. 27

have been received into membership by baptism and 20 by letter,

2. Through tract distribution and work in the Sunday school

and industrial circle, very effectual work has been done at Chicago,

Children's Mission, Atlanta Ga., and the Open Door Mission of

Brooklyn, N. Y.

3. The Dispensary at Chicago has proven itself a valuable ad-

junct to the work in that city, and it is encouraging to know that

it has become self-sustaining.

4. Through District Mission Boards in the various State Dis-

tricts one-half of all the Districts have received help from the Gen-
eral Board during the year and a number of meeting houses have
been erected. Special mention is due the Mission Board of Eastern
Maryland, now caring for the Washington, D. C. Mission. Under
their general supervision and the earnest efforts of those at Wash-
ington, the work is progressing. Contributions for the long de-

sired house of worship are good and it is hoped that soon the breth-

ren and sisters will have a place of worship of their own.

Donations to Build Meetinghouses.

District of Oregon, Ashland congregation $100 On

District of Southern Bio., Palestine congregation, . . 1,5 6 00
District of Southeastern Kansas, Parsons con-

gregation, 200 00
District of Pastern Pennsylvania, Mechanic's Grove

congregation, 100 00

District of Northeastern Kansas, Kansas City
congregation, 300 00

Second District of Virginia, Staunton congregation, 100 00
Districts of Northern and Middle Ind., Ft. Wayne
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congregation, $600 00

District of Northwestern Kansas, North Solomon
congregation 100 00

District of North Dakota, Cando congregation, . . 300 00

First District of West Virginia, Red Oak con-

gregation 100 00

District of Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, Ash
Ridge congregation. Wis., 125 00

District of Southern Pennsylvania, Hanover con-

gregation 100

Total, $2,281 00

Loans to Build Meetinghouses.

District of Southern Mo., Palestine congregation, $200

District of N. Dak., Cando congregation, 3 00 00

District of Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, Ash
Ridge congregation, Wis., 125 00

Second District of Va., Staunton congregation, . . 300 00

District of Southeastern Kans., Parsons congrega-
tion, 400 00

District of Northeastern Kansas, Kansas City
congregation 300 00

District of Northwestern Kansas and Colorado,

Grand Valley congregation, Colorado, 25

Total, , $1,875 00

Summary.

State Districts assisted, 18

Donations for Meetinghouses, . 12

Loans for Meetinghouses, 7

Received by baptism in all fields under the General Committee, ....04

Financial.

World-Wide Fund.

Receipts

:

Balance on hand at beginning of the year $2,881 15

Donations and Interest on Endowment Notes, $9,55 9 06

Earnings from Paid in Endowment, 1,736 5 7

Earnings from Brethren Publishing House, . . 7,000

Earnings from Bank Deposit 56 73

Earnings from Covina Farm, 2,0 40 15

Cassel Donations 25 00

A personal aemunt, 300 00

Meetinghouse Bills Receivable, 568 92

Mission to American Indians 1 00

Mission to Africa, 4 50

Mission to China, 35 11

Mission to the Philippines, 75

Mission to Cuba, 2 25 $21,330 04

Total ; $24,211 19

Expenditures:
Meetinghouse Donations, $2,281 00
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Loans for Meetinghouses, $1,875 00

District Mission Work in California, 300 00

District Mission Work in Southern Indiana, 100 00

District Mission Work in Middle Iowa 545 00

District Mission Work in Northern Iowa, . . 50 00

District Mission Work in N. W. Kans., . . 200 00

District Mission Work in N. E. Kans 300 00

District Mission Work in S. E. Kans., ... 100 00

District Mission Work in S. W, Kans 175 00

District Mission Work in Eastern Maryland,
including- Washing-ton, 1,355 77

District Mission Work in Northern Mo 100 00

District Mission Work in North Dakota, .... 150 00

District Mission Work in Oklahoma, 200 00

District Mission Work in Oregon, Idaho,

Washington, 600 00

District Mission AVork in Eastern Pa., 300 00

District Mission Work in Middle Pa 150 00
District Mission Work in Texas, 350 00

District Mission Work in 1st Dist. of Va., . . 50 00

District Mission Work in 2nd Dist. of Va., 125 00

Mission in Switzerland, 205 no

Mission in Denmark, 938 96

Mission in Sweden 1,512 13

Mission among the Scandinavians in America, 168 13

Chicago, including the Dispensary, 9 63 59

Brooklyn, N. Y 558 09

Germantown, Pa., 537 54
Arkansas and Missouri, 956 16

Louisiana, 103 65

Florida, 352 30

Negro Mission, 572 63

Traveling Secretaries, Expenses and rime, . 1,275 84

Traveling Expenses of Com. to Meetings, .. 341 13

Annuities for the year '. 3,081 49

Missionary Gospel Mesengers 920 25

Office Fixtures Account Closed, 225 25

Auditing Committee 35 55

Secretary's Salary for the year 600 00

Attorney's Fees, 305 00

Recording Incorporation Papers, 3 50

Endowment Expense 31 16

Postage, Stationery, etc : . 86 94

Hoover Property, Ohio 94 06

Annual Meeting Committees, 304 45

Committee on Locating office 157 87 $23,637 44

Balance of cash on hand, $ 5 73 75

Book and Tract Fund.

Receipts:
Donations and Interest i Endowment

Notes, $1,369 77
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Earnings on Endowments paid in, $ 990 00

Total, $ 2,359 77

Expenditures:

Baltimore Mission, $144 00

Waterloo, Iowa, 150 00

Des Moines, Iowa, 6 7 45

Washington, D. C, 72 00

Atlanta, Ga 304 45

Rebate on Interest, 669 35

Tract Examining- Committee, . 23 15

Missionary Gospel Messengers, 601 10

Tract Publication, 278 67 $ 2,310 17

Balance on hand, $ 49 60

Washington Meetinghouse Fund.

Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning of the year, $ 466 67

Donations , . t . . . 3,642 26

Total, $4,103 93

Expenditures

:

Expenses of Collectors, $ 86 45

Tax on Property, 15347 $ 23992

i

Balance on hand, $3,869 01

India Mission Fund,

Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning of the year, $ 86431

Donations, % 545 43

From Bills Rec, Interest-Bearing Funds, . . 1,500 00

Earnings on Endowment paid in, 294 60 2,340 03

Total, • $3,204 34

Expenditures

:

For Mission and Orphanage, $3,040

Balance on hand, $ 16434

India Orphanage.

Receipts:

Balance on hand, $3,79 i -4

General Donations $1,170 87

A Special Donation 1,000 00

Earning from Brethren Publishing House, 1,000 00 3,170 87

Total, •
$6,968 11

45

*
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Expenditures:
For the Orphanage, $3,000 00
A Cablegram, K) 33 $3,010 33

Balance on hand $3,957 78

Asia Minor.

Receipts

:

Balance on hand at beginning of the year, $2,117 77
Donations for the Mission $ 519 9 6

Donations for the Orphanage, 829 08 1,349 04

Total, $3,466 81

Expenditures:
For Mission and Orphanage, $2,194 38

Balance on hand, $1,2 72 43
Gish Testament Fund Balance, 1,121 27
India Orphanage Home, . 1,355 8;> Q

Resources and Liabilities of the Several Funds on April 1, 1899.

Interest-Bearing Funds: Resources: Liabilities
Real Estate, $ 6,92150
Brethren Publishing House, 56,000 00
Bills Receivable, 145,854 43

Donations for Purchasing Publishing
House,

India Mission Fund,
India Endowment,
Gospel Messenger Endowment, ....

Denmark Poor Fund,
Gish Estate in Bills Receivable, ...

Income from Gish Estate
Tract Endowment Paid in,

World-Wide Endowment Paid in, . .

Reserve Fund of Pub. Department,
(Cash Balance, $2,859.54)

World-Wide Fund:
Hoover Estate in Virginia $ 422 73

Cassel Donations, 28 64

Hoover Property, Ohio, 182 6

Meetinghouse Bills Receivable, 5,671 91

Chicago Home, $ 64 55
Mission to the Indians of America, . . 100
Mission to Africa, 13

Mission to China, . 66 53

Mission to the Philippine Islands, . . 75

Mission to Cuba 2 25

World-Wide Fund 6,831 21

(Cash Balance, $573.95)
Washington Meetinghouse:

Balance of donations, $ 3,869 01

i 5 , 1 3 7 99

3,5 00 00

1,050 00

1 5 00

2,000 00

29.936 78

1,002 5 6

20,330 06

61,92 8 9

16,000 00
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Book and Tract Fund:
Balance on hand, $ 49 60

Gish Testament Fund:
Balance on hand, .' 1,121 27

Asia Minor Mission:
Overdrawn for the Mission, . .

. , $ 1,479 82
Balance on hand for Orphanage, .... 2,752 25

(Cash Balance, $1,272.43)

India Mission.

Balance for Mission Fund, ........ $ 164 34
Balance for Orphanage, 3,957 78

Donated for the Home and Orphanage, 1,355 83

Total Cash for all. Funds, .| 15,323 76

Total, $231,884 85 $231,884 85

Assets.

Cash on hand in the several Mission Funds, $ 12,464 22

Interest-Bearing Funds 211,635 47

Value of Real Estate above Investment 3,000 00

Estimated Value of Gish Estate, not included
in "Interest-Bearing Funds," 28,500 00

Pledged Endowments, Interest and Non-
Interest-Bearing, 154,149 00

Total Assets $409,748 69

Assets, March 31. 189S $308,333 96

Increase, $101,414 73

Of the " Interest-Bearing Funds " loaned out on mortgage
security two-thirds of the number of mortgages, representing about

four-fifths of the amount loaned, is held against persons not in the

Brethren church. These loans are found in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Iowa, Arkansas, Kansas and California.

Brethren Publishing House.

Financial Statement.
Resources:

Cash on hand April 1, 1899 $ 1,838 78

Machinery, 5.355 45

Type, Cases, etc., 8,127 06

Office Fixtures, 320 92

Reserve Fund held in Mortgages, 16,000 00

Bills Receivable, 176 80

Uncollected Ledger Accounts before April,

1897, 2,306 15

Uncollected Ledger Accounts for year
1897-98, 67 67

Uncollected Ledger Accounts for year
1898-99, 3,835 56
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Inventory in Expense Account
Inventory in Merchandise Account, . .

Inventory in Gospel Messenger Account
Inventory in Young Disciple Account,
Inventory in Quarterly Account, . . .

Inventory in " Church History " Accoui
Inventory in Pilot Account,
Inventory in Job Work Account, . .

Inventory in Book Subscription Dept.,
Special Accounts,

t,

288 83

179 5 8

331 6 7

5 06

83 60

167 90

405 24

280 00

815 26

29 37

Total,
Liabilities:

Capital at the beginning" of the year which
includes the earnings of one year ago
not taken out of the business, $26,

Paid Messenger Subscriptions, 9 months
to run, 12,

Paid Young Disciple Subscriptions 3 and 9

months to run,

Paid Children at Work Subscriptions 3 and
9 months to run,

Invoice of Advertisements,
Gish Testament Fund,
Gish Publishing Fund,
Gospel Messenger Poor Fund,
" Mind Mystery " Account,
Earnings for the year, $12,274 75

Paid to the Mission Board, .... 8,000 00

Earnings not taken out of the Business, . . 4,

$44,109 84

134 94

400 00

750 00

100 00

125 8

237 78

53 80

7 69

25 08

274

Total, $44,109 84

The above is a statement of the Ledger of the Publishing

Department given in detail except the item "Special Accounts'

which represents two personal accounts.

The total amount of business done during the year is $110,-

065.15, an increase of $1,584.60. However this is not a fair com-

parison, for one year ago there were about $6,250 worth of Bibles

handled with the Messenger subscription which swelled the volume

of business without adding to the profits. Making due allowance for

this, the real increase in business is about $8,000.

The increase in profits is the result of reducing expenses in

some departments, and in the increased sales of merchandise and

Sund ay - s c 1 i o o 1 su ppli c s

.

While there has been no marked increase in the circulation of

the Gospel Messenger, it has held the increase of 3,000 subscrip-

tions of one year ago, and thus far 1899 has shown an increased

interest in the paper.
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The salaries of the officers of the House remain unchanged

from one year ago.

Conclusion.

That there is growth in the work is noted in the income for

World-wide Missions being $4,000 larger than last year and the

endowment over $100,000 more. A corresponding effort has been

made in every field.

The report is necessarily brief. Yet it is hoped that the facts

and figures to which it must be confined are sufficiently complete

to encourage every one to still greater effort. Let there be no

pulling back by any one of the church, but on every hand and

in every land let the message be proclaimed with all speed.

Enoch Eby, Kansas.

D. L. Miller, Illinois.

S. F. Sanger, Virginia.

L. W. Teeter, Indiana.

A. B. Barnhart, Maryland.

Committee.

To the Annual Meeting of 1899:

—

We, your Auditing Committee, appointed to examine the books

of the General Missionary and Tract Committee and those under

its control beg to submit the following:

We footed all the items of the Cash Book of the Brethren

Publishing House, checked the totals through posting into the

Ledffer, footed the Ledger, followed the balances into the Bal-

ance Sh^et, examined carefully the statement of Resources and

Labilities as set forth in the report herewith presented to your body,

and find the work correct in every particular and the statement of

Resources and Liabilities, including the gain mentioned, to be true

and right to the cent.

We compared the donations to the several mission funds pub-

lished in the Gospel Messenger with the books of the Committee.,

proved ail the pages of the Cash Book, compared all the amounts

paid out with the receipts on hand, checked the amounts through

posting into the Ledger and found .the same true and correct ac-

cording to the statement herewith submitted to you.

We carefully examined all the securities held by the Committee,

find them to be all right, and the interest on all the loans made

by the General Missionary and Tract Committee, paid up promptly.

In doing this work we spent forty-eight hours and are glad to

state we found the books correct. Respectfully submitted.

Committee: Lewis R. Peifer, John Mellinger, Aaron L. Clair.
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Reports of the General Missionary and Tract Committee and

Auditing Committee accepted and approved by the Annual Meeting.

Report of Joseph Amick, Annual Meeting Treasurer.
Receipts.

June 1, 1S9S, to balance from 1897 - $373 61

March 3 0, 1899, to net surplus of Annual Meeting
Minutes for 1S98 211 36

Total, $584 97

Expenditures.
June 1, 1898, date for all the following:

J. P. Zigler, school visit to Bridgewater College, ..$ 3 15

L. A. vVengor, school visit to Bridgewater College, 3 00

S. A. Sanger, school visit to Bridgewater College, 2 00
I. B. Trout, school visit to Mt. Morris College, . . 9 00

P. R. Keltner, school visit to Mt. Morris College, . . 9 60
Frank Myers, school visit to Mt. Morris College, , . 4 44
A. Hutchison, school visit to Lordsburg, College, 1 00
P. S. Myers, school visit to Lordsburg College, . . 1 00

Jas. A. Sell, school visit to Juniata College, .... 9 00

Thos. Maddock, school visit to Juniata, College, . . 4 50
E. D. Book, school visit to Juniata College, 7 91

L. W, Fitzwater, school visit to McPherson Col., 1 80

Thos. Winey, school visit to McPherson College, . . 1 3

Win. Johnson, scliool visit to McPherson College, 1 84
Dorsey Hodgden, school visit to North Man-

chester College, 2

Jacob Snell, school visit to No. Manchester College, 1

Daniel Hays, committee work, 12 00
June 2 5, to L. J. Hooke, Annual Meeting Committee

Secretary, 18 20
Balance on hand March 30, 1899, 492 23

Total, $584 97

Examined and approved by the Auditing Committee of 1899.

Committee: Lewis R. Peifer, John C. Mellinger, Aaron L.

Clair.

Accepted and approved by Annual Meeting.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Report of the Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania.

The report from Eastern Pennsylvania was presented, heard

and carefully considered. After due deliberation it was recommend-
ed and decided to continue a committee, and the following were
appointed: W. R. Deeter, Daniel Hays, L, H. Dickey, J. G, Royer.



1899] the Church of the Brethren 711

Report of the Committee to Western Pennsylvania

and West Virginia.

The report of the committee was submitted and shows en-

couraging progress. The report was accepted, and the committee
continued to carry forward its work. The committee: S. F.

Sanger, Samuel Spranklc, L. A. Wenger.

Incorporation of Trustees in Pennsylvania.

Since the Statutes of the State of Pennsylvania require at least

three members of a corporate body like ours to reside within

the said State, and since only one of the trustees of the General
Conference of the German Baptist Brethren Church resides within

said State, therefore Standing Committee of Annual Meeting of

1899 recommends to General Conference the appointment of two

more trustees, that they, with the five trustees already incorpor-

ated under the Statutes of the State of Wisconsin, may also incor-

porate in the State of- Pennsylvania. See page 14, Minutes of 1898.

Answer: The request was granted and James A, Sell and G. N.
Falkenstein appointed.

Letters of Greeting.

After the reading of the letters of Christian greeting from
Denmark, Sweden and India, the entire meeting, by a rising vote,

gave an earnest expression of its willingness to receive the greet-

ings, and also decided to send greetings to all the workers in for-

eign fields, and instructed the Standing Committee to prepare and
forward letters of greeting to the different foreign fields in the

name of the Annual Meeting.

Committees Appointed.

Committee on Credentials: E. W. Stoner, S. S. Ullery, David

Hollinger.

Committee on Resolutions: W. R. Deeter, W. B. Yourit,

Galen B. Royer.

Sunday School Committee: A. C. Wieand, I. N. H. Beahm,
I. B. Trout. Reappointed, I. B. Trout.

Tract Examining Committee: Daniel Hays, L. W. Teeter,

J. H. Moore, D. S. Filbrun. Appointed, II. C. Early.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting: Reappointed, Joseph Amick.
Missionary and Tract Committee: S. F. Sanger, A. B. Barn-

hart, L. W. Teeter, D. L. Miller. John Zuck appointed, and D. L.

Miller reappointed.
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Messenger Advisory Committee: Daniel Hays, W. R. Deeter,

Enoch Eby. Reappointed, Enoch Eby.

Auditing Committee: Lewis R. Peifer, John C. Mellinger,

Aaron L. Clai - Reappointed, Aaron L. Clair.

School Visiting Committee: Huntingdon, Pa., Walter Long;

Bridgewater, Va., H. C. Early; Mt. Morris, 111., P. R. Keltner;

David Rowland in the place of D. B. Eby, two years; McPherson,

Kans., Geo. E. Wise; North Manchester, Ind., Geo. L, Studebaker,

to fill the unexpired term of Jacob Snell, J. II. Wright.

Comm i 1 1 e e s to Churches:

Donnel's Creek church, Ohio: W. R. Deeter, L. T. Holsinger,

D. F. Hoover, J. P. Zigler, S. S. Ullery.

A committee to the Cerrogordo church 111., continued: D. F.

Hoover, W. R. Harshbarger, John Zuck.

Calls for the Annual Meeting.

(1) Nebraska. (2) Northern Missouri. (3) Middle Missouri.

(4) Middle Indiana. (5) Southern Ohio. (6) Northwestern Ohio.

(7) Eastern Pennsylvania.

The next Annual Meeting will be held in the Middle District

of Indiana.

Resolutions.

Resolved, That we offer our sincere thanks

1. To the Father for His mercy and care during this Animal

Meeting.

2. To the First District of Virginia, and especially to the

Brethren and friends in and around the city of Roanoke, for their

ample provisions, good accommodations, kindness and hospitality

during the meeting.

3. To the pastors of the several churches who so cordially

invited our ministers to occupy their pulpits.

4. To the Norfolk and Western Railway Company and other

roads that have favored those attending this meeting with a special

rate.

Standing Committee for 1899.

1. First District of Asia Minor,

2. Sweden • C. Hope

3. Denmark, By letter

4. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, John Bonewitz

5. California and Arizona, J. S. Flory

6. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, A. W. Austin

7. Texas and Southern Louisiana, J. A. Miller
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8

9

10

11

12

Southwestern Kansas and Southern Colorado, Enoch Eby

Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado I. S. Lerew

Southwestern Kansas and Northern Oklahoma, . . . . W. B. Sell

Northeastern Kansas, Geo. E. W ise

Nebraska, • J- B
-
Moore

13. Michigan, S. M. Smith

14. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, J. L. Thomas

15. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and S. Dak., . .0. J. Beaver

16. Middle Iowa, John Zuck

17. Southern Iowa, • • C. M. Brower

18. Northern Missouri, G. W. Ellenberger

19. Middle Missouri, .David Bowman

20. Southern Missouri and Arkansas, -
Henry Brubaker

21. Southern Illinois - M. J. McClure, J. H. Baker

22. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, ...I. B. Trout

23. Northern Indiana, A. H. Puterbaugh

24. Middle Indiana, •
• L. T. Holsinger

25. Southern Indiana, D
- C. Campbell

26. Northwestern Ohio, L. H. Dickey

27 Northeastern Ohio, H
-
M. Shutt

28. Southern Ohio, W. K. Simmons

29. Western Pennsylvania, Not represented

30. Middle Pennsylvania, J as -
A

-
Sel1

31. Southern Pennsylvania, Jacob Hollinger

32. Eastern Pennsylvania, J- Y. King

33. Western Maryland, h W. Abernathy

34. Middle Maryland, A
-
B

-

Barnhart

35. Eastern Maryland, Thomas J. Kolb

36. Second District of West Virginia, D.J. Miller

37. First District of West Virginia, Geo. S. Arnold

38. Second District of Virginia, H. C. Early, J. P. Zigler

39. First District of Virginia, E>. A. Naff

40. Tennessee, North Carolina and Florida, J. B. Pence

L. T. Holsinger, Moderator; I. B. Trout, Reading Clerk; J. H.

Moore, Writing Clerk; A. H. Puterbaugh, Assistant Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1900.

North Manchester, Inch

The Meeting was organized by electing Eld. D. L. Miller, Mod-

erator; Eld. L. W. Teeter, Reading Clerk; Eld. D. Hays, Writing
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Clerk; Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh, Assistant Writing Clerk; Eld. David
Hollinger, Doorkeeper.

The General Conference was opened at 8 A. M., June 5, 1900.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1, Whereas there has been organized, with headquarters at

Germantown, a German Baptist Brethren Historical Association,

whose object is to collect, preserve and diffuse the history of our
church; and whereas this seems to us to be a work that will be of

great practical value to the church, therefore the Green Tree church,

in conference met, requests the Eastern District of Pennsylvania to

forward to the next General Conference of the church, this paper,

along with a copy of the Constitution of said Historical Association,

requesting said Conference to consider the practicability of incor-

porating said Historical Association into our church body.

Answer: Decided to appoint a committee of five brethren to
take this matter under consideration and report at the next Annual
Meeting. Committee: D. L. Miller, Daniel Vaniman, M. J. Mc-
Clure, Jas. A. Sell, J. T. Myers.

Report of committee:

We fully appreciate the value of our church documents and the
importance of preserving them, and the work our brethren have
done in organizing an association, but we do not think it best to

incorporate it into our church work at this time. We, however, rec-

ommend that the brethren concerned be encouraged to carry the

work forward. Committee: D. L. Miller, Daniel Vaniman, las. A.

Sell, J. T. Myers, M. J. McClure.

Answer; Report accepted by Annual Meeting.

2. (a) Inasmuch as our Hymnals do not contain sufficient

Sunday-school and missionary songs, and as the introduction of
additional books to supply this deficiency has a tendency to divide

the song service, therefore, we, the members of the Oakland congre-
gation, ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to so revise

our Hymnals that this deficiency may be supplied within the com-
pass of one book.

(b) Petition from Solomon's Creek church: As there is quite a
diversity of song and hymn books in use among us, thereby prevent-
ing harmony in our song service, and inasmuch as the " Brethren's
Hymnal ' and the ' Sunday School Song Book " do not meet the

wants of the church, will not District Meeting ask Annual Meeting
to supply this want and direct that all the churches use the same
book in all of our services?
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These queries were submitted to a committee, and answered

as follows:

1. Inasmuch as there is now forthcoming by authority of An-

nual Meeting of 1896 (See Art. 18), a No. 2 Sunday School Song
Book, which will likely be published soon, and thus supply

the demand along that line for the present.

2. In view of the importance of this question submitted, and

the limited time for its consideration, we ask for time until next An-

nual Meeting to carefully consider the question. But we suggest

(1) that in the meantime the churches use the Hymnal and Sunday

School Song Book, as recommended by Annual Meeting. (2) That

the Brethren Publishing House collect suitable hymns and music,

as opportunity affords, as a stock to draw from when needed.

Committee: L. W. Teeter, L. H. Dickey, H. E. Light.

Report of the Committee:

After carefully considering this question we recommend the

following:

1. That the publication of the Hymn Book and Hymnal be

continued in about the form and size they now are.

2. That a committee of three be appointed to revise both the

Hymn Book and Hymnal according to the following outline:

(1) Revise the Hymn Book, expunging a sufficient number of

the hymns least in general use to admit a Sunday-school depart-

ment of sufficient compass that, by the use of some hymns from

Other departments, the book may be used for Sunday school song

service.

(2) Give special attention to the doctrine of all the hymns,

and arrange them topically, and fully indexed.

3. Revise the Hymnal (1) to contain the same hymns as those

in the Hymn Book, and topically arranged and indexed. (2) To
contain few, if any duplicates, thus giving us a greater variety of

tunes without increasing the size of the book.

4. We recommend that the publication of the Hymn Book and

Hymnal- be turned over to the Brethren Publishing House, and

that they should put them in substantial binding, and sell them as

near cost as possible. Committee: L. W. Teeter, L. H. Dickey,

H. E. Light.

Answer: Decided to spread the report on the Minutes and de-

fer one year.

Answer: Report adopted and committee of three appointed,

viz., D. L. Miller, L. T. Holsinger, H. B. Brumbaugh.

3. (a) (Grundy County.) We, the sisters of the Grundy

County church, seeing we have made the same covenant with God
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in Christ Jesus that the brethren have made, petition Annual Meet-
ing through District Meeting to repeal former decisions against

us and grant us the same privilege in the breaking of the bread
and passing the cup that the brethren enjoy in fulfilling the Word
of the Lord. See 1 Cor. 10: 16. (By authority of the Grundy
County church.)

(b) We (the Lanark church ) petition Annual Meeting through
District Meeting to honor the sisters by allowing them to break
bread, using like words of affirmation, and pass the cup as the

brethren do, believing that a more sacred feeling would be felt

among the sisters if they could share these privileges, and that

such would be in harmony with the teachings of the New Tes-

tament.

(c) Inasmuch as Jesus broke the bread of Communion and
gave it to his disciples (see Matt, 26: 26, 27; Mark 14: 22, 23;

Luke 22: 19, 20), and Paul delivered the same practice to the church
at Corinth (see 1 Cor. 11: 23, 24, 25), would it not be well for

ministers who officiate at love feasts to break the bread for the

brethren as well as for the sisters, and thus secure uniformity, and
restore the order of Christ and the practice of the primitive church?

Answer: We recommend that a committee be appointed to

investigate the Gospel grounds and the expediency of the change
and report to Annual Meeting of 1900.

Answer: Decided that these papers be referred to a committee
to report at next Annual Meeting. Committee: D. Hays, L, W.
Teeter, I. B. Trout.

Report of the Committee:

We, the undersigned committee, ask to report the following, to

wit: After a careful investigation of the question, our judgment
is that Matt. 26: 26, 27; Mark 14: 23; Luke 22: 19, 20; 1 Cor. 11: 23,

24, 25, warrant us to administer the bread and cup of communion
to the brethren, individually, in the same manner as the practice

now is to administer them to the sisters.

We consider that this change would be in harmony with the

teaching and example of Christ and also in harmony with the prac-

tice of the church during the apostolic period. Committee: D.
Hays, L, W. Teeter, I. B. Trout.

Answer: Decided to spread on the Minutes and defer one year.

4. We, the Brownsville church ask Annual Meeting through
District Meeting to grant us a more satisfactory as well as a more
Scriptural way of electing our ministers; by allowing the official
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part of the church to set forth two or three brethren and ask the

church which of these shall be the minister. Acts 1: 23, 24, 25.

Answer: Decided that a committee of five be appointed to con-

sider this question and report at the next Conference. Committee:

A. H. Puterbaugh, Enoch Eby, H. C. Early, L. H. Dickey, Jesse

Stutsman.

Report of the committee:

1. Let the meetings be opened in harmony with our general

customs of opening religious services. Then set forth the impor-

tance of the work in which the church is to engage,—the qualifica-

tions of the officer or officers to be elected, and the need of divine

help and guidance, followed by earnest prayer by the church.

2. Proceed with the election according to the present method.

If one brother receives all or a majority of all the votes cast, he

shall be declared elected. . ,;.: .

3. In case no one receives a majority of all the votes cast, and

the vote is sufficiently concentrated to proceed (allowing the elec-

tion board to be judges), select from those having the highest num-

ber of votes enough names to represent a two-thirds majority of

all the votes cast, without giving the number of votes each name

represents. Then the church shall proceed to vote again for one of

those named. If any one receives a majority of all votes cast he

shall be declared elected.

4. If the first vote for those thus named does not give one a

majority of all the votes cast, the vote is to be repeated according to

section 3, until one has a majority of all the votes cast.

Note.—We, your committee, earnestly request that this re-

port be spread upon the Minutes for one year before taking final

action. Committee: A. H. Puterbaugh, L. H. Dickey, Jesse Stuts-

man.

Answer: Request granted.

QUERIES.

1. Whereas the dissatisfaction arising from the course some

of our churches pursue in permitting sisters to wear hats, as re-

ferred to in Article 21, page 127, "Revised Minutes," still exists

and,

Whereas many members cannot see why the rulings differ so

much with churches under the same decisions, or why sisters in

some churches are restricted more than in others; and,

Whereas some elders, ministers and churches cannot enforce

the decisions of the church because of this rule, according to the
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decisions of Annual Meeting against the wearing of hats without
causing contention and disturbing the peace of their churches; and,

Whereas it must be apparent to all that it is not consistent
with the Gospel or the principles of our church government to

expel sisters in one congregation for wearing hats, and permit them
to wear them in another congregation, and hold them, while so do-
ing in full fellowship; and,

Whereas the Annual Meeting has decided that elders and min-
isters who allow the sisters to wear hats are transgressors (see
Arts. 16 and 21, pages 126 and 127, " Revised Minutes "), now, there-
fore, will this District Meeting ask the Annual Meeting:

First. Whether any elder or minister who is a transgressor
according to the above decisions is eligible to or can serve as a

delegate at Annual Meeting?

Second. What course shall churches pursue with sisters who
wear hats regardless of the decisions and advice of the Annual
Meeting?

Third. Are some churches to enforce the decision and to ex-
pel sisters for wearing hats, while others are permitted to tolerate

it?

Fourth. What will be the limited rule to bring all our churches
to a united oneness concerning sisters wearing hats?

Answer: (Answer to first inquiry): We decide that elders
or ministers who disregard decisions of Annual Meeting in their
church work render themselves unworthy to represent Districts or
churche > at Annual Meeting.

The remaining questions in the paper we consider fully ans-
wered in Art. 3, 1898, page 128, " Revised Minutes," and we hope
that decisions will in the future be more and more lived up to
by our dear brethren and sisters.

2. (From the Beaver Run congregation.) Inasmuch as the
holding of church festivals has become very common by many of
the popular churches, we ask Annual Meeting, through District
Meeting, whether it is according to the Scriptures and order of
the church for the members of the Brethren church to aid in any
way the holding of such festivals, or to attend them?

An wer: No. See Rom. 12: 2.

3. We, the West Conestoga church, Lancaster County, Pa., ask
Annual Meeting through District Meeting, to devise a better plan
for the use of the money in the endowment and other funds than
the present mortgage one, so that such money may be loanexl or

donated to build meetinghouses in cities and such other places as

they are needed and the churches are not able to build themselves,
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the General Missionary Committee holding the title until otherwise

arranged. Passed to Annual Meeting,

Answered: Submitted to a committee of five brethren who
shall investigate fully and report at Annual Meeting of 1901, viz.,

W. R. Deeter, D. L. Miller, G. W. Lentz, T. H. Longanecker, Jas.
A. Sell.

4. The Mingo church asks Annual Meeting, through Dis-

trict Meeting, to recommend that the deacons and all our minis-

ters be separated for the work whereunto they have been called

or chosen, by the laying on of hands in accordance with Acts 6:

6 and Acts 13: 2, 3. Passed to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Decided that this question be submitted to a com-
mittee of live to report to next Annual Meeting, viz., D. Vaniman,
Geo. A. Shambarger, D. Hays, J. T. Meyers, Albert Hollinger.

5. Will not District Meeting of the Southern District of In-

diana ask Annual Meeting to reconsider Art. 17 of 1884, page 215 of
11 Classified Minutes," and change answer to read, " We petition

the General Government " as requested in said query?

Answer: While we do not make the change asked for, yet we
do reaffirm the temperance principles of the church and put our-

selves on record again as opposed to the manufacture and sale of

intoxicants for beverages, believing that it is the duty of the
Christian church to mould temperance sentiment, without which no
law can become operative. We urge the greatest possible efforts

of the church to create such sentiment. We also pray that our
civil rulers may rise to the Gospel standard on this question.

6. Hartford City church hereby petitions District Meeting of

the Southern District of Indiana to ask Annual Meeting of 1900

to appoint a committee to confer with the Central Passenger

Association, asking them to grant clerical books to all ministers

belonging to the German Baptist Brethren church, regardless of

occupation.

Answer: Petition granted and referred to the Railroad Com-
mittee and this committee be asked to confer with all the Associa-

tions, Passed by Annual Meeting.

7. We, the members of the Mexico church, petition Annual

Meeting, through District Meeting, to give us a decision whether

it is wrong for brethren, with others, to hold reunions in a sacred

way, when the object is to trace the genealogy of a certain family,

and to continue the same annually by an arranged program, which

includes a day's exercise, with a dinner served in the grove and

spread on a table.
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Answer: While we cannot give our endorsement to family
reunions, we would not make a decision to entirely prohibit them,
but advise all our local churches to carefully guard such reunions
in their respective congregations.

8. (From Silver Creek church.) We petition Annual Meet-
ing to repeal Art. 1, 1897, which reads as follows:

We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to appoint a

Financial Secretary whose term of office shall be three years, and
whose duties shall be as follows: (1) To assist the Committee
of Arrangements each year in locating and managing Annual
Meeting in the best and most economical way. (2) Keep in a

suitable book an accurate account of the principal articles required
each year, where and how purchased, how disposed of, with
plans of buildings and such other items as might be of value to

others in the management of the meeting.

Answer: Request granted and Lewis J. Hooke of Stockfort,
Indiana, appointed Financial Secretary.

Answer: We grant the petition,

9. Cedar County church petitions District Meeting to earnest-

ly request Annual Meeting to arrange and decide that the Dis-

trict west of the Mississippi River shall be entitled to have an Annual
Meeting held in some one of the above Districts once in every
three years, and if there are rules or decisions that conflict with
the above, that they be reconsidered and so amended to agree with
the above.

Answer: We recommend that the Ohio river form the line

between the East and Center, and the Mississippi river between the
Center and the West, and that the Annual Meeting be located in
one of these divisions every three years, provided it be called for.

10. Will not District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to de-

cide that no endowment funds belonging to the Brotherhood shall

be loaned on mortgages in the future?

Answer: Referred to the Committee on Endowment Funds.

12. North Beatrice church petitions Annual Meeting, through
District Meeting, to instruct and authorize elders and ministers or

the one whose duty it is to instruct applicants for baptism or

membership in the rules of the church, to also instruct and urge
them to erect a family altar, or take part in the same, and give

thanks at the table and to engage in secret prayer.

Answer: Our elders and ministers have always been author-
ized to do what is here requested, but we emphasize the impor-
tance of carrying this out more fully.
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13. The South Morrill church petitions Annual Meeting,

through District Meeting, to give a definite answer to the follow-

ing: Is it according to the Gospel and order of the church for the

brethren to wear badges and white gloves while acting as pall-

bearers at funerals?

Answer: We advise against the custom, and urge upon Breth-
ren to lend their influence against the unnecessary practice.

14. Query from the Missionary and Tract Committee.—What
should be the metes and bounds of symposium discussions in the

Gospel Messenger?

Answer: We recommend that a committee of three brethren
be appointed to take this matter under consideration and report

to next Annual Meeting. Passed. Committee: D. E. Price, I. B.

Trout, H. C. Early.

Through the Standing Committee the following were recom-

mended by the General Missionary and Tract Committee for the

India Mission field, and endorsed by the Conference: Adam Eby,

Susie Forney, Alice King, Eliza Miller.

ANNUAL REPORT

Of the General Missionary and Tract Committee of the German
Baptist Brethren for the Year Ending March 31, 1900.

To the Annual Conference of the German Baptist Brethren

Church Assembled at North Manchester, Indiana, June 5, 1900.

Your General Missionary and Tract Committee is pleased to

render the following brief report of the work and progress it has

been enabled, under the blessings of God, to accomplish during the

year ending March 31, 1900.

India.

The little band of workers in this great heathen land, made

still worse by the horrors of famine and cholera, has been laboring

faithfully and not without much encouragement. At present the

workers are located in Bombay Presidency as follows: Brother

and Sister W. B. Stover at Bulsar; Brother and Sister D. L. Forney

at Novsari; and Brother and Sister S. N. McCann at Anklesvar.

This last is a new station opened within the year.

From Bulsar ten sub-stations are visited regularly, at some of

which places live native members. The following table will give

a good idea of the character of the work at Bulsar:

Number of Members, Native, 45

Number of all Members, 52

46
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Pages of Tracts Distributed, 8,000
Number of Whole or Parts of Copies of the Bible Sold or

Given away, g{\
Number of accessions, of which four are orphans, 17

Six native members are helping in the out-stations. The
total membership in India is fifty-six.

During the past year a suitable orphanage home was built by
the funds so liberally donated one year ago for this purpose and
about two hundred famine children are being cared for and in-

structed in the ways of the Lord. The India Famine Fund, so
freely contributed, has been promptly forwarded and is being used
by our missionaries in the most advantageous manner. Of the
$15,631.99 donated up to April 1, not one cent was used to pay any
clerical help or expense in this country and none of the mission-
aries in India. And it was the good fortune of the Committee to
purchase gold at par, or a little below, so that not even did the
expense of remitting decrease the fund one cent. The results of
this relief work will be felt for a long time to come.

The outlook at Novsari and Anklesvar is very promising. In
the. new year three have been received into fellowship at Novsari
and a good number of inquiries are reported.

Asia Minor.

The Committee has made an effort to get a suitable brother
to go to this held, but so far did not succeed. The field is a dif-

ficult one, and though a number are holding faithfully to the
church, the Committee at this time is sending no support, but wait-
ing to determine what is best to be done.

Switzerland.

Brother Fercken's reports in the Gospel Messenger have kept
the Brotherhood informed as to the remarkable progress in the field.

Let it be said that two congregations have been organized, one
at Fancy, Switzerland, and the other at Oyannax, France. The
membership in Switzerland, including Brother Fercken's own fam-
ily (three), is fifteen; in France, twelve; total, twenty-seven. One
minister, located at Oyannax, is helping in the work, and [he

outlook is more than encouraging. An effort is being made to

secure funds to build a meetinghouse, much needed, and the
church is earnestly recommended to contribute to this fund.. The
proposed cost of the house is $1,000.

Denmark and Sweden.

It is gratifying to note an increase in membership among the
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churches of first planting in missionary effort. Here is where
Elder C. Hope labored most earnestly. Within the past year he
was 4 gathered unto the fathers," God calling him while actively

engaged in work in Texas.

The following table will show the condition of the church:

CONGREGATIONS.
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Brother H. O. Wejler, at Stockholm, has been laboring faith-

fully, preaching ninety-one times during the year, holding three

love feasts and six councils, making 5,612 visits and distribut-

ing 6,318 tracts. Five have been baptized, making the member-
ship seven.
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Chicago 103 K2It/ id 52) 9 50 17 1161 3 31 161 1 16
Germantown, . . . 113 49 511 9 20 10 41 4 21
Florida, 106 34 49 178 9 33 21 9 *>

Li O 5 2 4 14 1

Palestine, Ark., . 172 44 40 123 2 50 16 30 5 1 9 8 1

Gainesville, Ark., 182 3 2 150 35 13 12 5 4 6 6 fi 8
Poplar Bluff, Mo., 204 1 31 6 14 5 8 6 1

Total, . . 8 80| 189 197 4S2 21 18S i ( 222 46 21 31 26 44 5

Though under some difficulties, the work in Brooklyn, New
York, is progressing very well under the direction of Brother and
Sister J. Edson Ulery. Next year a more complete report will be

made. .
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Traveling Secretaries.

The Committee has thought best to have at least two Travel-

ing Secretaries at work to develop missionary sentiment and so-

licit funds. The results of their work, as shown by the follow-

ing, is most satisfactory:

Endowment Contracts, $1 01,005 00
Cash Endowments, 3,7 : 00 00
World-Wide Mission Funds Collected, 800

Tract Distribution,

During the year the Committee has had no regular tract dis-

tributors, leaving the ministers in charge to use tracts as freely as

would enable them to accomplish their work successfully. 1,072,000

pages of tracts were sent out on their messages of love. The
Tract Tablet is growing in popularity and usefulness, but would
do still greater good, were it used more freely.

Summary.

Number of State Districts Assisted, 17
Number of Donations to Build Meetinghouses, 7

Number of Loans to Build Meeting-houses, 1

Number Baptized in all Fields under the General Board, 70

Financial.

World-wide Fund.

Receipts:

Balance on hand at beginning" of year, $ 573 95
Extra Income Covina Farm belonging to last year, . . 100 00
Donations from Congregations and In-

dividuals, including- interest paid on
Endowment Contracts, as reported
weekly in the Gospel Messenger, $13,979 59

Income from Endowment loaned out, .... 6,694 68

Income from Brethren Publishing House, 5,957 80

Donated for Mission in Switzerland, .... 23 25
A personal account 300 00
Chicago Dispensary 105 76
Meeting House Bills Receivable, 922 09
Earnings of Bank Account, 229 29

Returned from Atlanta, Ga., 1687
Rent from House in Mt. Morris, Illinois, . . 15 30

Transferred from Endowment Bills Re-
ceivable, 7 15

Transferred from Book and Tract Account, 84 70

Income from Hoover Property, Ohio, ..... 15 20
Mission to Africa, 2 8 65

Mission to China, 3 2



19001 the Church of the Brethren 725

Mission to Negroes $ 40

Miscellaneous, . 66 OS

Total Receipts for the year, $28,518 41

$29,192 36

Expenditures:

Donations to build Meetinghouses:
Washington Congregation, Minn., . . .

Canton Congregation, 111. ,

Washington Congregation, D. C
Beach Grove Congregation, W. Va.,

Powell's Valley Congregation, Oregon,
Saginaw Congregation, Texas
Rockton Congregation, Pennsylvania,

$100 no

. . . . 50 00

5 00

.... 50 00

. . .
.

• 5 00

. . . . 15 00

. . . 100

Total $1,000 00

Loans to Build Meetinghouses:
Verdigris Congregation, Kansas $200 00

District Mission Work,

California, $400 00

Northern Illinois, 400 00

Middle Indiana 150 00

Northern Iowa, 175

Middle Iowa, . . . 350 00

Northwestern Kansas, 200 00

Northeastern Kansas, 525 00

Southeastern Kansas, 150 00

Eastern Maryland, including Wash., D. C, ... .1,500 00

Southern Missouri, 100

Oklahoma, 200 00

Oregon, Idaho and Washington, 2 5 9

Eastern Pennsylvania, 20 00

Middle Pennsylvania, 400 00

Southern Pennsylvania, 5 00

First Virginia, 50 00

Second Virginia, 175

Total $5,284 00

Danish Mission, 1,028 17

Swedish Mission S53 23

Switzerland,

Part of last year's support $475 00

Present year's support 850 00

Rents, partly of last year, 160 00

Moving to Switzerland 118 21

Helpers, Books, etc., 205 61

Total,

Chicago, Missionary's Support, $660 00

Chicago, Dispensary Expense, 18 85

Chicago, Children's Mission, 70 00

$1,808 82
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Chicago, Expenses of Elder of Church $ 12 80

Chicago, Stationery for Mission and Dispensary, . . 12 97

Total, $ 774 62

Brooklyn, Support of Missionaries, $755 00

Brooklyn, Furniture purchased 30 00

Brooklyn, Expense of series of meetings, 12 00

Brooklyn, A Committee there several trips 7149
Brooklyn, Stationery, 8

o
.JO

Total, $ 876 82

Germantown, Support of Missionary, 532 53

Florida, Support of Missionary, 182 50

Arkansas, Support of Missionary,
At Poplar Bluff, Mo., $313 99

At Palestine, Arkansas, . . 346 60

At Gainesville, Arkansas, 393 85

At Knoxville, Ark., and other points in State . . 130 60

Total $1,185 04

Annual Meeting Committees,
To Eastern Pennsylvania, $170 51

To Western Pennsylvania, 152 34

Sunday School Committee at A. M., 31 00

Total, $ 353 85

Scandinavian Mission in America, 9 6 14

Traveling Secretaries ,
1,15 7 83

Traveling Expenses of Committee to Three Meetings, 305 16

Annuities, . 3,887 11

Secretary's Salary, $ 840 00

Postage, 162 79

Telegrams, 8 95

Stationery 103 38

Hand Books Distributed, 119 37

Office Fixtures, 8 22

Annual Report Published, 27 55

Endowment Expense, 6 8 16

Legal Counsel, 25 00

Auditing Committee of 1899, .' 46 58

Sundry Expense, 18 26

Tract Workers, 8 7 50

Tract Examining Committee, 10 00

Tract Publication and Distribution, 384 99

Missionary Gospel Messengers to Congregations, 1,091 23

Doctrinal Gospel Messengers, 142 5

Missionary Gospel Messengers to District

Boards 251 80

Rebate on Tract Endowment Interest, ........ 578 86

Total Expenditures, $23,500 96

Balance on hand, , $ 5,691 40



the Church of the Brethren 727

Special Funds.

Washington Meetinghouse Fund.

Receipts:
Cash on hand at beginning- of year, $3,869 01

Donations, $4,166 3 9

Returned from Washington, 108 8 6

-L O LcLl; Jp 'i, >J D ZO

$8,204 26

Expenditures:
On Building .$6,147 70

Labor, 8,277.02
Committee's Expenses, 219 11

$9,644 73

Taxes, , 54 85

Total $9,699 58

Yet due on the House $1,495 32

Asia Minor Fund.

Receipts:
Balance on hand at beginning of the year, $1,2 72 43

Donations for the Mission ....$139 26

Donations for the Orphanage, 12 9 43

Total Receipts, $ 26S 69

$1,541 12

Expenditures:
Workers and Rents, $398 29

O. II. Yeremian in America, 70 00

Total Expenditures, $ 46 8 29

Balance on hand, $1,072 83

India Fund.

Receipts

:

Cash at beginning of year, $5,477 95

Donations to India Mission $ 518 8 7

Interest on Loans 2 62 53

Transferred from India Or-

phanage 1,000 on

$1,781 40

Donations for Orphanage, 1,261 73

Donations for India Home, 1,002 69

Donations fOT India Famine ....$15,631 99

Total Receipts, $19,677 81

$25,155 76
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Expenditures:
Mission Workers, $1,100 00
Freight on Bertha Ryan's Trunk, 6 61
Traveling Expenses, O. H. Yeremian

to Indiana, 6 3 6

$ 1,112 97
Orphanage, Expenses 1 year ago, 1,000 00

Orphanage, Expense present year, 1,550 00 2,550 00

India Home, 2,0

India Famine Fund, 15,631 99
Total Expenditures, $21,294 9 6

Balance on hand, $ 3,8 00 SO

Gish Testament Fund.

Receipts:

Cash on hand at beginning of year, $1,121 2 7

Receipts of Sales 502 01

Total Receipts, ,

Expenditures:
2,758 Testaments bound in different bindings,
3,000 four-page Circulars

Total Expenditures,

Balance on hand

Interest-bearing Funds.

Received:
Cash on nand at beginning of year,
Donations for Publishing House, . .

Interest on Denmark Poor Fund, .

Receipts on Gish Estate,
Income from Gish Estate, .

Bills Receivable, (Loans Paid), . . .

World-Wide Endowment paid in, . .

Tract Endowment paid in

Brethren Publishing House Reserve Fund
Gospel Messenger Subscription Endowment,
Superannuated Ministers' Fund, .

$1,623 28

$838 90

2 85

$841 75

. . .$781 53

$ 2,859 55

7,970

115

5,297

2,491

2,056

2,158

1,090

2,000

450

50

4

96

15

3 6

00

00

00

00

Total Receipts,

Paid Out:
Building the Publishing House, $17,721 85
Denmark Poor Fund, Eld. C. Hope's Family, 285 5 7

Gish Estate, paid the heirs as
per will, $8,371 00

Other Expenses, 132 21

74,128 87

$76,988 42

$ 8,503 21
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Income Gish Estate,

To Superannuated Ministers'

Fund, $ 500 00

To Gish Publishing" Fund, . 2,8 71 3 8

$ 0,0 i'l 3

8

Bills Receivable, Loans made, 39,712 15

Superannuated Fund, Eld. C. Hope's

Family, 139 51

Total Payments $69,733 67

Balance on hand, $ 7,254 75

A General Summary of All Moneys Received and Paid Out.

Receipts

:

Cash on hand at beginning- of the year, $ 15,323 76

World-Wide Fund, $28,518 41

Washington Meetinghouse Fund, ...... 4,335 25

Asia Minor Funds, 268 69

India Funds 19,677 81

Gish Testament Fund 502 01

Interest-Bearing Funds, Loans Paid in, .. 74,128 87

Switzerland Meetinghouse Fund, 25 68

Total Receipts for all Funds, $127,456 72

$132,780 48

Expenditures:
World-Wide Fund, $23,500 96

Washington Meetinghouse Fund, 9,699 58

Asia Minor Fund, 4 68 29

Book and Tract Fund, 4 9 60

India Funds, 21,294 96

Gish Testament Fund, 841 75

Interest-Bearing Funds, Loans Made 69,73 3 67

Total Expenditures of all funds, $125,588 81

Cash on hand, .

'.

$ 17,191 67

Statement of Funds

World-Wide Fund: Resources: Liabilities:

Hoover Estate, Virginia
;
...... $ 422 73

Cassel Donations, • 28 64

Hoover Property, Ohio I 66 86

Meetinghouse Bills Receivable, 4,949 82

Chicago Home • 5 64 55

Mission to American Indians, 100
Mission to Africa,

Mission to China 98 53

Mission to Negroes 40 00

Mission to Cuba • 2 25

World-Wide Fund, 11,011 47

(Cash $5,691 40)
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Special Funds:

Washington Meetinghouse Fund, $1,495 32
Gish Testament Fund $ ygj 53
Asia Minor Funds, 1 72 83
India Mission Fund, §32 77
India Orphanage Fund, 2,669 51
India Building Fund, 35§ 52
Switzerland Meetinghouse Fund 25 68

(Cash $4,2 4 6 52)

Interest-Bearing Funds

:

Real Estate, $ G,921 50
Bills Receivable, 153,510 22
Donations for Brethren Publishing House, $ 9,986 14
India Mission,

3

'

500 00
India Endowment,

1 050 < M)

Denmark Poor Fund, 1 829 83
Gish Estate (not including Real Estate), 26,731 53
Income from Gish Estate, 10* *«
Tract Endowment Paid in, 21,420 06
Reserve Fund of Publishing House, 18.000 00
Superannuated Ministers' Fund, 360 49
Gospel Messenger Subscription Endowment, 600 00
World-Wide Endowment Paid In 84,08 6 09

(Cash $7,254 75)
Total Cash for all funds, $ 17,191 67.

$184,685 76 $184,685 76

Assets.

Cash on hand in the several Mission
Funds, $ 9 i936 92

Interest-Bearing Funds, 167,686 47
Brethren Publishing House, Building

and Grounds, 73,721 85
Value of Real Estate above Investment, 3,000 00
Estimated Value of Gish Estate not in-

cluded in "Interest-Bearing Funds," 23,500 00

Total Assets, without Pledged Endowments $277,845 24
Total Assets, without Pledged Endowments, March

31
>

1S" ' 255,599 69

Increase
$ 22,245 55

Pledged Endowment, Interest and Non-
Interest-Bearing, $204,149 00
Assets as given above, 277,845 24

Total, $481,994 24
Total March 31, 1899

. . 409,748 66

Increase,
f 72,245 5 D
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THE BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE.

The past year, ending March 31, 1900, has had the usual mark

of prosperity. Even with the extra expense attending the moving

of the plant from Mt. Morris to Elgin, Illinois, which was done

last September, the earning has been nearly the same as the pre-

ceding year.

The volume of business shows a decided increase, and yet it

cannot be fairly represented inasmuch as the House handles all

the books for the Gish Publishing Fund at a nominal cost for

clerk hire, the real volume of which (in value at least $6,000) does

not appear anywhere in the business. Over $35,000 of business

was done on account, and the collection of these accounts has been

very satisfactory. All the periodicals have a good circulation. At

this time, June 1, the Gospel Messenger, in which special interest

is centered, has a circulation of over 18,000. The Sunday-school

periodicals have been in greater demand than heretofore, the

Young Disciple reaching 17,000 and the Quarterlies about 48,000.

The salaries for the year were as follows;

One Editor of the Gospel Messenger, Nothing

The other Editor of the Gospel Messenger, $500 00

The Office Editor of the Gospel Messenger, 840 00

The Editor of the Pilot, S. S. Periodicals, etc 800 00

The Business Manager, 720 00

The foremen of the several departments are paid according to

the grade of work and responsibility, and the workmen under

them receive from $10.00 per week to less amounts.

Beginning with the first of September the business of the

House has been analyzed from a new standpoint, and the following

statement of gross earnings and expenses should be considered

first as representing the entire year, and yet only the last seven

months under this classification. In this statement it may be

seen that though the Gospel Messenger accounts show a large

gross earning yet it is but little over one-half of the entire gross

earning, and hence should be credited with but little over one-half

of the net earning. It further proves that should the Messenger

be changed to a dollar paper, as a few think it should be, with the

present prices and rise in printing material, it would simply mean

that the paper be published for less than cost and there would be

a loss to the House, to the church,, and to the mission work of

the Brotherhood.
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Earnings and Expenses.

Gross Earning from Merchandise account, ....$ 3,274 70
Gross Earning from Gospel Messenger account, 14,095 IS
Gross Earning from Young Disciple and Chil-

dren at Work Account, 2,597 69
Gross Earning from Quarterly account, ...... 2,872 50
Gross Earning from Annual Meeting Report, .. 270 07

Subscription Book Department, 710 19
Advertisements, 2 48 61
Job Department, .' 288 59
Earnings on Reserve Fund and Special In-

comes, 1,15s 90

Gross Expenses,—Office Fixtures
Depreciation in Machinery, .

Depreciation and loss in Type,
Unclassified Expense,
Printing and Paper for House,
Loss account,
Fuel
Light,

Freight,

Drayage,
Express
Press Room Labor
Mailing Room Labor,
Editorial, Salaries
Business, Salaries,

Postage, for seven months, . ,

Electrotyping,

$25,516 43
9 9
a o 55

941

1,789

2,554

350

46

456

57

196 91

54 55

529

749

717

1,680

1,188

2,414

144

80

15

39

85

07

13

52

40

37

87

31

87

76

68

Net profit,

$13,906 18

$11,610 25

Of this net gain $5,957.80 has been turned over to the Mission
work of the church, $2,000 is placed in the reserve fund and the
balance, $3,652.45, is left in the business for the present.

The Financial Condition of the House on April 1, 1900.

Assets:

Cash on hand, $ 2,312 2 7

18,000 00Reserve Fund,
Office Fixtures.
Bills Receivable,
Machinery,
Type, Cases, etc

Due on Ledger Accounts of 1896
Due on Ledger Accounts of 1897,

Due on Ledger Accounts of 1898,
Due on Ledger Accounts of 1899, .

Merchandise as per Inventory, . . .

Expense Account as per Inventory,

301 92

111 82

8.076 15

7,556 59

2,068 59

46 69

64 10

5,043 89

1,59 6 2 6

60 57
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Gospel Messenger as per Inventory, $ 1,070 80

Quarterlies, as per Inventory, 434 10

Sunday-school Papers as per Inventory, . . 227 25

Pilot as per Inventory, 1,719 10

Gospel Messenger Poor Fund, 51 94

Subscription Book Department 1,183 75

Job Department, 68 80

Personal Accounts, 52 33 $50,046 92

Liabilities:

Capital at beginning" of the year which in-

cludes earnings of one year ago not
taken out of the business, $30,409 69

Unexpired Gospel Messenger Subscriptions, 12,850 22

Unexpired Sunday-school Paper Subcrip-

tions 1,110 00

Sundry Accounts, 24 56

Earnings for the year, ....$11,610 25

Paid to the Mission Board, $ 5,957 80 5,652 45 $50,046 92

During the past year a building was erected for the Publishing

House on its lot in Elgin, that in every way meets the wants of

a printing plant such as the church should own.

The lot itself, having 118 feet frontage on South State Street,

the main street of West Elgin, is near the center of the city, and

most conveniently located on two trunk line railroads, the Chica-

go, Milwaukee and St. Paul, and the Chicago and Northwestern. A
street car line passing the door of the House runs south connect-

ing Elgin with the Illinois Central railroad at Coleman, the Great

Western at St, Charles, and the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy at

Aurora, and furnishes every possible facility for good connections

and easy access to all parts of the country west. One hour's ride

places the traveler in Chicago most any hour of the day.

The building is constructed of brick and stone, three stories

high and finished in yellow pine, plain. The entire investment of

the printing plant is as follows:

The Publishing Business, $50,240 00

The Lot in Elgin, 6,000 00

The Building, 17,721 85

Total, $73,961 85

For this there has been donated, $83,947 99

The difference, $9,986.14, is at present earning interest for the

World-wide Mission Fund.

Conclusion.

On the whole the year has been a most prosperous one in

many ways. The growth of the funds, the enlarging of the fields,



734 Minutes of Annual Meeting of
[

the help to State Districts, the widespread sentiment of missions,

all mean still greater good to be accomplished for the Master.
And trusting in him who has blessed the work in the past, the

Committee presses forward to accomplish all in its power.

D. L. Miller,

L. W. Teeter,

S. F. Sanger,

A. B. Barn hart,

John Zuck.

Committee.
Auditing Committee's Report.

To the Annual Meeting of 1900:

We, your Auditing Committee, appointed to examine the
books of the General Missionary and Tract Committee and those
under its control, beg to submit the following:

We footed all the items of the cash book of the Brethren
Publishing House, checked the totals through posting into the

ledger, footed the ledger, followed the balances into the balance
sheet, examined carefully the statement of resources and liabilities

as set forth in the report herewith presented to your body, and
find the work correct in every particular, and the statement of

resources and liabilities, including the gain mentioned, to be correct.

We compared the donations to the several mission funds pub
lished in the Gospel Messenger with the books of the Committee,
proved all the pages of the cash book, checked the amounts through
posting into the ledger, and found the same true and correct to

the statement herewith submitted to you.

We carefully examined all the securities held by the Com-
mittee, and find them to be all right. Tn doing this work we
spent five and one-half days, not that the books or accounts are

complicated, but because $146,359.41 worth of business in the

Publishing House, and $127,456.72 in the Missionary Books, ex-
amined in detail, required the time. We are glad to state we found
the books correct.

Committee: Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L. Clair, Mark D. Early.

Reports of the General Missionary and Tract Committee and
Auditing Committee accepted and approved by the Annual Meet-
ing.

Committees Appointed.

Committee on Credentials: D. B. Eby, P. R. Keltner, D. F.

Hoover.
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Committee on Resolutions: Abram Barnhart, I. B. Trout,

John Zuck.

Sunday School Committee: S. H. Ilertzler.

Tract Examining Committee: D. S. Filbrun.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting: Joseph Amick.

Missionary and Tract Committee: L, W. Teeter. •

Messenger Advisory Committee: W. R. Deeter, S. Z. Sharp.

Auditing Committee: Mark D. Early.

School Visiting Committees: Huntingdon, Pa., Thomas B.

Maddocks; Bridgewater, Va., S. A. Sanger; Mount Morris, 111.,

Franklin Myers; McPherson, Kans,, A. F. Miller, Uriah Shick;

Lordshurg, Cal., S. G. Lehmer; North Manchester, Ind., G. L.

Studebaker.

Committees to Churches:

First District of Virginia, St. Paul church: S. R. Zug, J. P.

Zigler, A. B. Barnhart.

Deepwater church, Henry Co., Mo.: C. Holderman, J. D.

Hiklebrand, L. H. Eby.

Fredonia church, Kansas: Daniel Vaniman, Jacob Appleman,

Jacob Witmore.

West Johnstown church, Pa.: S. F. Sanger, Levi A. Wenger,

Samuel Sprankle.

Mercer church, Ohio: L. H. Dickey, W. K. Simmons, J. R.

Spacht.

Yel 1ow Creek church, Elkhart Co., Ind.: L. T. Holsinger,

D. E. Hoover, E. W. Teeter.

Committee on Symposium: D. E. Price, I. B. Trout, II. C.

Early.

Committee on Hymn Book Revision: D. L. Miller, L. T.

Holsinger, H. B. Brumbaugh.

Committee on the " laying on of hands " on deacons and min-

isters: E). Vaniman, Geo. A. Shambarger, D. Hays, J. T. Meyers,

Albert Hollinger. .

Committee on Endowment Fund: W. R. Deeter, D. L. Miller,

G. W. Lentz, J. H. Longanecker, Jas. A. Sell.

Calls for Annual Meeting.

(1) Eastern Pennsylvania. (2) Northwestern Ohio. (3)

Southern Ohio. (4) Nebraska. (5) California. (6)- Middle Mis-

souri.

The next Annual Meeting will be held, the Lord willing, in

Nebraska.
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Letters of Greeting.

Annual Meeting of 1900, held at North Manchester, Indiana,

U. S. A., sendeth greeting to all our dear brethren and sisters in

Denmark. We reciprocate your expression of brotherly love that

came to us in your letter of greeting.

We are glad to learn that the churches in Denmark are in love

and peace, and that you are working together in the order of the

general Brotherhood. We commend you to God and the Word of

his Grace, trusting that our heavenly Father will bless you in estab-

lishing Primitive Christianity in Europe, and that he will preserve

you unto his everlasting kingdom.

D. L. Miller, Moderator,

D. Hays, Writing Clerk.

Annual Meeting of 1900, held at North Manchester, Indiana,

U. S. A., to the members of the German Baptist Brethren church in

France and Switzerland, Greeting:

—

Wr

e received your letter expressing your love and prayer for

God's blessing upon our Conference and upon our Brethren in

America. We appreciate this token of your Christian affection and
your attachment to the church in her great work of establishing

Primitive Christianity in the world. We commend you to the lov-

ing care of our heavenly Father, that he may guide you by his

Holy Spirit into the obedience of the Gospel of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ May peace and love be multiplied among you;

and we trust, dear Brethren, that you will labor together with us

to maintain the unity of the church in the faith of the Gospel,

that you even as we walk by the same rule, mind the same thing,

that there be no divisions, but with all lowliness and meekness, in

brotherly love, grow in grace and the knowledge of the truth.

D. L. Miller, Moderator,

D. Hays, Writing Clerk.

Resolutions of Thanks.

Resolved, That we offer our sincere thanks

1. To our kind heavenly Father for all of the blessings of this

Annual Meeting,

2. To the Middle District of Indiana for the ample arrange-

ments for the meeting.

3. To the Committee of Arrangements and their several sub-

committees for their untiring effort in providing for the comfort of

those in attendance.

4. To the citizens of North Manchester and surrounding

country for the warm and heart3^ reception given to our people.
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5. To the various denominations of this city in opening their

churches to our ministers.

6. To the several Railroad Companies for favors so cour-

teously granted us.

7. To the civil authorities for the good order maintained in

and around the grove during the meeting.

A. B. Barnhart,

John Zuck,

I. Bennett Trout.

Standing Committee for 1900.

1. Tennessee, North Carolina and Florida, Jos. B. Bowman
2. First District of Virginia, P. S. Miller, W. H. Naff

3. Second District of Virginia, Daniel Hays
4. First District of West Virginia, .Jeremiah Thomas
5. Second District of West Virginia,

6. Eastern Maryland, *. Albert Hollinger

7. Middle Maryland, W. S. Reichard

8. Western Maryland, . .S. K. Fike

9. Eastern Pennsylvania, John Herr

10. Southern Pennsylvania, .Wm. C. Koontz

11. Middle Pennsylvania, H. B. Brumbaugh
12. Western Pennsylvania, Jasper Barnthouse

13. Southern Ohio, John C. Bright

14. Northeastern Ohio, Noah Longanecker

15. Northwestern Ohio, C. L. Wilkins

16. Southern Indiana, L. W. Teeter

17. Middle Indiana, J. H. Wright

18. Northern Indiana, . . J. C. Murray

19. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, ,.D. E. Price, C. P. Rowland
20. Southern Illinois John Arnold

21. Southern Missouri, Samuel Weimer
22. Middle Missouri, G. W. Lentz

23. Northern Missouri S. B. Shirky

24. First District of Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri,

J. H. Neher

25. Southern Iowa, John P. Bailey

26. Middle Iowa, S. M. Goughnour

27. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and South Dakota,

. Harvey Eikenberry

28. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, Joseph Myer

29. Michigan, I. F. Rairigh

30. Nebraska, A. D. Sollenberger

47
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31. Northeastern Kansas, R. A. Yoder
32. Southeastern Kansas, E. M. Wolfe

33. Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado, Lewis E. Keltner

34. Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Oklahoma,

A. F. Miller

35. Texas and Southwestern Louisiana, J. F. Neher
36. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, J. Appleman
37. California and Arizona, P. S. Myers
38. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, Geo. C. Carl

39. Denmark, D. L. Miller

40. Sweden S. R. Zug

41. First District of Asia Minor,

D. L. Miller, Moderator; L. W. Teeter, Reading Clerk; D.

Hays, Writing Clerk; H. B. Brumbaugh, Assistant Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL 5 MEETING OF 1901.

Lincoln, Nebr.

The Meeting was organized by electing Eld. Daniel Vaniman
Moderator; Eld. Henry C. Early, Reading Clerk; Eld. I. Bennett

Trout, Writing Clerk; Eld. I. J. Rosenberger, Assistant Clerk;

S. P. Van Dyke, Doorkeeper.

The General Conference was opened at 8 A. M., Tuesday,

May 28, 1901.

Change in Rules Governing Annual Meeting.

1, Rule number ten (10) was struck out.

2. Rub' number eleven (11) was changed so as to read as

follows: Motions or amendments or substitutes to the answers Rl

papers that are presented to Annual Meeting shall not be enter-

tained by the Moderator until the one presenting the paper has

opportunity to be heard, and the meeting has an opportunity to

discuss the merits of the paper; then, if there is not a union of

sentiment in the meeting, the Moderator may entertain amend-

ments to the answers.

Unfinished Business.

1. Report of Committee on Mortgages and Endowments:
To the Annual Meeting of 1901 Greeting:—The Committee to

which was referred the subjoined queries by the Conference of 1900

respectfully submit the following report:

(3) We the Conestoga church, Lancaster County, Pa,, ask
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Annual Meeting, to devise a better plan for the use of the money
in the endowment and other funds than the present mortgage, one,

So that money may he loaned or donated to build meetinghouses in

cities and such other places as they are needed and the churches

are not able to build themselves, the General Missionary Committee
holding the title until otherwise arranged.

(10) Will not District Meeting petition Annual Meeting to

decide that no endowment funds belonging to the Brotherhood
shall be loaned on mortgages in the future.

(11) We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting, to

prohibit the General Missionary and Tract Committee from solicit-

ing or receiving endowment funds. See Matt. 6: 19, 20, 34. But

this shall not be construed as to prohibit any person from giving

any amount they may feel to donate.

Your Committee held a meeting at Elgin, Illinois, where every

opportunity was afforded to make a careful and thorough examina-

tion of the present plan of investing and caring for the funds of

the church. It was found that the very best that can be done was
being done by the General Missionary Committee with the funds

intrusted to its care. However, we recommend that the General

Missionary and Tract Committee be authorized to investigate the

advantages of purchasing farms as an investment, and if they find

it practicable to so invest such sums as may seem advisable to

them. Many of our brethren looking for money to invest very

much prefer to pay interest to the church. It is found that the

endowment fund cannot be diverted from the purpose for which

it was given by the donors. It was found that every possible care

is used in investing the funds. The Secretary and Treasurer is un-

der adequate bonds, and vouchers are kept to show where the

money goes. Every penny donated is expended in the most care-

ful manner. The General Committee give their time free. Your
Committee feel that it is due to say that the course pursued in the

care of the funds in their charge is worthy of high commendation.

It is the opinion of your Committee that no funds are more care-

fully guarded and more sacredly held than are the funds of the

church placed m the hands of the General Missionary and Tract

Committee.

We recommend that no hindrances should be thrown in the

way of securing funds for the mission work of the church and that

our members be encouraged to give as the Lord has prospered

them. In presenting the duty of giving to the members of the

church, solicitors should always give each one the right to choose

this method, and in making endowments, as much as possible, the
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right of the General Conference to use the fund when thought best

to do so, be reserved.

Report accepted.

2. The Mingo church asks Annual Meeting, through District

Meeting, to recommend that the deacons and all our ministers be

separated for the work whereunto they have been called or chosen

by the laying on of hands in accordance with Acts 6: 6 and Acts

13: 2, 3. Passed to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Decided that this question be submitted to a com-

mittee of five, to report to next Annual Meeting, viz., D. Vaniman.

Geo. A. Shambarger, D. Hays, J. T. Meyers, Albert Hollinger.

Answer: We consider Art. 27 of Annual Meeting Minutes, of

1850, page 66, " Revised Minutes," a sufficient answer to this query.

3. Query from the Missionary and Tract Committee.—What

should be the metes and bounds of 'symposium discussions in the

Gospel Messenger?

Answer: We recommend that a committee of three breth-

ren be appointed to take this matter under consideration and re-

port to next Annual Meeting. Passed. Committee: D. E. Price,

I. B. Trout, H. C. Early.

Answer as Amended by Annual Meeting: We make no de-

cision regarding symposiums; but we are in favor of full and fair

investigation of all scriptural subjects, subject, however, to edito-

rial discretion.

Queries.

1. We ask Annual Meeting to reconsider the time of holding

Annual Meeting and decide hereafter to begin Annual Meeting

each year on the second Tuesday in June. Passed to Annual

Meeting.

Answer: Put in the hands of the following committee to re-

port at Annual Meeting, 1902: D. F. Hoover, D. L. Miller and D,

Hays.

2. Rock Grove church, Iowa, requests, through District Meet-

ing, that Annual Meeting make it the duty of Standing Committee

to suggest to the delegates the names of three suitable brethren to

be voted for as Gospel Messenger Advisory Committee. Request

granted and passed to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Decided that Standing Committee nominate, and the

Annual Meeting confirm, the members of the Gospel Messenger
Advisory Committee.

3. (a) We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting,
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to decide whether the word fornication in Matt. 5: 32 and 19: 9, and
Annual Meeting Minutes, Art. 2, 1898, p. 106, applies alike to sin

committed by married and unmarried persons. Passed to Annual
Meeting.

(b) Annual Meeting is asked to reconsider the divorce ques-
tion of 1898, and so decide that none who have two living compan-
ions shall be received into the church while living with the second
or last companion as husband and wife. Request granted and sent
to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Put in the hands of the following committee to re-
port to next Annual Meeting: D. C. Florv, PL B. Brumbaugh,
I. J. Rosenberger, M. J. McCiure, A. C. Wieand.

4. (a) Annual Meeting is requested to appoint a committee
of five well-informed brethren carefully to investigate the advisa-

bility of a beneficiary association in the church, so that we may
more fully carry out the spirit of the Gospel, " Bear ye one another's

burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal. 6: 2), said com-
mittee to report to Annual Meeting of 1902.

Answer: This request is granted and the committee is in-

structed fully to investigate subject of life insurance.

(b) Inasmuch as the question of life insurance has been before

our Annual Meeting j number of times and decided against, and
no scripture reference or reasons given for not allowing the same,
the Lima church asks District Meeting to petition Annual Meet-
ing to reconsider this question and give the privilege of life in-

surance, or else give scriptural reasons and references why not.

Passed to the Annual Meeting.

Answer: Put into the hands of the following committee to
report to next Annual Meeting: D. L. Miller, L. LI. Dickey,
C. Fitz, John Lleckman, H. C Early.

5. To the District Meeting of Northern Illinois, Greeting:

The Committee appointed by last District Meeting to investi-

gate the advisability of establishing a Brethren hospital in the

city of Chicago respectfully submit the following report:

After a careful consideration of the question and of existing

conditions we recommend that a Brethren hospital be established

in the city of Chicago, and that the trustees be authorized to in-

corporate under the laws of the State of Illinois.

We further recommend that the sum of fifty thousand dollars

be raised for the purchase of ground, and the erection and furnish-

ing of suitable buildings; that an endowment fund be secured for

the maintenance and support of the hospital, and that four solicit-

ors be appointed to raise the necessary funds.
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We suggest the advisability of enlisting the aid of the entire

Brotherhood in this very important enterprise, and ask District

Meeting to submit the question of establishing a hospital in the

city of Chicago to our next Conference and ask for cooperation

'and help in the work. D. L. Miller, II. P. Albaugh, Grant Mahan.

This report was accepted by the District Meeting, including the

request to have the question submitted to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Passed by Annual Meeting.

6. Will District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to change Art.

1. Minutes of 1848, page 36, " Revised Minutes of Annual Meeting,"

as follows: ''Considered that it is not proper to invite into our

council meetings any person who is not a member of the church,

but if any such attend they should not be excluded"?

Sent to Annual Meeting with the following answer by District

Meeting: It is not always best to invite those who are not members

to attend our council meetings, but if they attend we need not ex-

clude them, unless the church convened thinks best to do so.

Answer: Passed by Annual Meeting.

7. Inasmuch as the design of our General Conference is to

cultivate the spiritual and exercise the devotional in our people,

along with the transaction of such, business as is presented; and

inasmuch as divine wisdom and grace are especially needed for the

guidance of deliberative bodies whose function is to make the deci-

sions and shape the policy of a great Brotherhood; in order that

prudent counsel may be given and that the turbulent feelings

sometimes arising through the heat of debate may be subdued by

a more frequent appeal to the Master of assemblies, therefore,

Resolved that the Huntingdon church, through the coming

District Meeting of Middle Pennsylvania, ask the General Annual

Conference to adopt measures so that the morning and afternoon

sessions of the Conference shall both open and close with appro-

priate devotional services, of which prayer shall constitute a part

and that the same be recommended to the various Districts in all

their council, ministerial, and Sunday-school meetings.

Answer: Request granted.

8. Marsh Creek church asks District Meeting to ask Annual

Meeting: Inasmuch as Annual Meeting has declared from time to

time that members should hold their membership where they re-

side, and whereas some congregations do not regard these decisions

of Annual Meeting, by not giving certificates to members moving
out from their church, what shall be done with such congregations
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for withholding their certificates? What course should be taken
in such eases?

Answer of District Meeting: Ni embers living close to the line
may, by mutual consent of both congregations concerned, hold their
membership in the other congregation, where they do not reside;
but in all other cases members are required to hold membership,
where they reside, and elders shall see that all removing members
have their certificates as recommended by Annual Meeting. And
elders who do not regard this decision of Annual Meeting fall into
the council of the church, and the elders of the District in which
they reside shall take the case in hands.

Answer: Passed by Annual Meeting.

9. The Home Mission Board of Eastern Pennsylvania asks

District Meeting to ask Annual Meeting to regard Montreal, Cana-

da, as a foreign mission point, under the care of the General

Missionary Committee, similar to that of Western Canada. See

page 111, Art. 7, "Revised Minutes of Annual Meeting."

Answer by District Meeting: We so petition.

Answer: Petition granted.

10. We ask Annual Meeting to recommend and secure a uni-

form way in conducting our meetings as regards the reading of the

Scriptures, the use of the Hymn Book and the use of the Lord's

Prayer. See 1 Cor. 1: 10; Phil. 3: 16. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: We do not think it expedient to fix any definite rule
as to the manner of con due ting our religious services, but urge the
elders and ministers not to neglect the reading of the Scriptures in

the churches, and advise that the hymn and song books published
by the Brethren be used wherever it is practicable, and that the
use of the Lord's Prayer be maintained, but not to that extent that
it must be used every time prayer is offered.

Reports of Treasurer of Annual Meeting.

For Year Ending April 1, 1900.

Balance of cash April 1, 1899, , $492 23

March 30, 1900, proceeds of sales of Annual Meeting
Minutes, 250 10

Total cash received, $742 33

Committee Sent to Bridge water College:
J. B. Zigler, $ 2 75

S. A. Sanger, 1 50
H. G. Miller, 225 $ 6 50

Committee Sent to North Manchester College:
A. H. Puterbaugh, $ 7 50

J. H. Wright 4 00 11 50
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Committee Sent to Juniata College:

E. Book : • $ 9 00

Thos. Haddock 6 so

Jas. A. Sell, 9 00 $24 80

Committee to Mount Morris College:

Franklin Myers $ 8 00

David Rowland 5 50

P. R. Keltner 11 SI 25 37

Committee to McPherson College:

William Johnson, $ 4 23

Thos. G. Winey, 4 60

Michael Keller, 150 10 33

Paid to:

John Bonewitz, railroad fare from Oregon, 6 6 85

G, N. Palkenstein, expense of incorporating

to hold Germantown church property, 25 00

J. G. Royer, for securing A. M., rates 4 4S

L. W. Teeter, expenses on church corpora-

ation business, 85

P. T. Holsinger, trip to Elgin, 7 00

C o inm i 1 1 ee o n Hist o r i c a 1 As so c ia t i on :

Daniel Vaniman $ 8 00

James A. Sell 16 00

M. J. McClure 49 19 73 19

Exchange on draft, 15

L. J. Hooke, Annual Meeting Secretary, . . 2 7 75 $283 71

Balance of cash on hand, April 1, 1900 $458 62

Examined and approved by the Auditing Committee, 1900.

Committee: Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L. Clair, Mark D. Early.

For Year Ending April 1, 1901.

Balance of cash April 1, 1900 $458 62

July 2, 1900, cash refunded by Geo. C. Carl, 6 40

March 30, 1901, proceeds of sales of A. M. Minutes, 141 07

Total cash received, $60 6 09

June S, 1900, Committee to McPherson College:

Thos. G. Winey $ 6 65

Michael Keller, 3 00 $ 9 65

Committee to Bridgewater College:

S. A. Sanger,
H. G. Miller,

PL C. Early, 13 50



1901] the Church of the Brethren 745

Committee to Mount Morris College:

David Rowland $10 00

Franklin Myers, 5 00

P, R. Keltner, 11 85 $26 83

Committee to Juniata College:

Jas. A. Sell, $ 6

Thos. B. Macldock, 9 05

W. S. Long, 4 60 19 65

Committee to North Manchester College:

J. H. Wright, $ 3 00

A. H. Puterbaugh 10 50

Geo. L. Studebaker, 15 45 28 95

To L. W. Teeter, Trustee, expense, ... 3 00

To Geo. C. Carl, delegate from Oregon,.. 59 85

To David Hollinger, telegrams Standing
Committee,, 175

For stamps, 10

Oct. 31, 190 0, L. J. Hooke, Annual Meeting
Secretary, ...... 140 00

Exchange for draft, 10

March 4, 1901, Endowment Fund Committee
from Annual Meeting:

W. R. Deeter, $ 6 00

J. H. Longaneeker, 36 00

G. W. Lentz, 15 35

Jas. A. Sell, 21 30 78 65 385 S3

Balance of cash on hand April 1, 1901 $220 26

Examined and approved by Auditing Committee, 1901.

Committee: Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L. Clair, R. C. Hollinger.

Miscellaneous.

1. Report of General Missionary and Tract Committee.

—

Moved that this report be printed and distributed on the Annual

Meeting grounds, and that the public reading of the report be

limited to world-wide mission work.

Passed.

2. The General Missionary and Tract Committee recommends

that the blank form of delegate's credentials, as provided for by

Art. 10, 1898, page 170, " Revised Minutes," be discontinued.

Answer: Request granted.

3. The General Missionary and Tract Committee respectfully

asks that Art. 10, 1892, page 113, " Revised Minutes," be so amend-

ed as to give the Committee authority to send an elder and wife

to other foreign fields besides Denmark.

Answer: Request granted.
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4. Through the Standing Committee, by recommendation of

the General Missionary and Tract Committee, Brother Albert W.
Vaniman and Sister Alice Vaniman, his wife, were recommended
as suitable persons to be sent as missionaries to the foreign fields.

Confirmed by Annual Meeting.

Committees Appointed.

On Credentials: Jacob Witmore, D. E. Price, Geo. W. Eentz.

On Resolutions: D. L. Miller, J. H. Moore, L. W. Teeter.

Sunday School Advisory Committee: C. E. Arnold, 3 years,

Levi Minnich, 1 year to fill vacancy caused by resignation of

I. B. Trout.

Tract Examining Committee: I. J. Rosenberger.

General Missionary and Tract Committee: A. B. Barnhart, H,
C. Early.

Messenger Advisory Committee: D, Hays, 3 years, Edward
Frantz, 2 years, to fill vacancy caused by resignation of S. Z.

Sharp.

Auditing Committee: L. R. Peifer, 3 years, R. C. Hollinger,

2 years, to fill unexpired term of M. D. Early.

School Visiting Committees: Huntingdon, Pa., Jas. A. Sell;

Bridgewater, Va., H. G. Miller; Mt Morris, 111., David Rowland;
McPherson, Ivans., Michael Keller; North Manchester, Ind., A. H.

Puterbaugh.

Annual Meeting Treasurer: Joseph Amick.
Committees to Churches:

Loraine church, III: D. C. Campbell, P. R. Keltner, D. F.

Hoover.

Cherry Grove church, Md.: D. B. Arnold, W. A. Gaunt, John
N. Davis.

West Dayton, Ohio: L. H. Dickey, Geo. L. Studebaker, Tobias

Hoover.

Manor church, Md.: John P. Zigler, H. G. Miller, Joseph M.
Kagey.

Yellow Creek church, Pa.: Jos. Holsopple, Jacob Holsopple,
Geo. S. Arnold.

Smith Fork and Kidder churches, Mo.: L. T. Holsinger, L. W.
Teeter, S. F. Sanger, P. R. Keltner, D. F. Hoover.
Special Committees:

To Western Pennsylvania and First District of West Virginia:

L. A. Wenger, Sam'l Sprankel, S. F. Sanger.

To Eastern Pennsylvania: W. R, Deeter, L. H. Dickey, D.
Hays.
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To Cerrogordo church, 111.: D. F. Hoover, John Zuck, W. R.

Harshbarger.

Calls for Annual Meeting.

Northwestern Ohio. Eastern Pennsylvania.—Call granted.

Letters of Greeting.

I. From India.

Bulsar, India, April 2, 1901.

To the Brethren and Sisters assembled in Annual Meeting of

1901 at Lincoln, Nebr., Greeting:—Peace and love and union be

yours. The church of India in council assembled, seeing the

mercies and blessings of our Heavenly Father, rejoices with due

thankfulness. We also thank the dear brethren and sisters of Amer-

ica for their continued and unselfish interest in the work, shown in

so many ways. We acknowledge your prayers and thank you for

the help you have given us in sending three new wTorkers. There
has been much sickness, but the Lord has kindly spared all the

European workers, and only a few native Christian have died.

The work has been pushed out and a goodly number have been

baptized. We are grateful for the past, happy in the present, and

hopeful for the future, and send our warmest fraternal greeting to

you all. We shall remember you in the Annual Meeting, and need

not ask you to remember us, for we know when you are together

in the Spirit you will pray for us. God bless and guide us all!

Many salaams. Your brethren and sisters in India.

Adam Ebey, Sec'y.

Reply.

Annual Meeting of 1901, assembled at Lincoln, Nebr., U. S. A.,

to the Churches of India, Greeting: Dear Brethren and Sisters

—

Your kind letter of greeting was read and appreciated. We re-

joice that the churches of India are enjoying such prosperity under

so much adversity. We assure you that we appreciate your ex-

pressions of concern and prayer for the success of the present Con-

ference. And we hereby heartily reciprocate the same desire and

interest in behalf of the churches in India. May God our Father

richly bless you still, is our united prayer. Amen.
Daniel Vaniman, Moderator; I. Bennett Trout, Clerk.

II. From Switzerland and France.

Geneva, Switzerland, April 18, 1901.

To Annual Meeting of the German Baptist Brethren Church:

The members of the Brethren church in France and Switzerland,



748 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1901

through their delegates in District Meeting assembled, send to our
beloved Fraternity in America hearty Christian greetings. They
renew their thanks for the establishment of primitive Christianity

in their respective fatherland; for the erection of a first Brethren
meetinghouse in Switzerland, and for the tangible marks of inter-

est and sympathy shown them since the founding of the missions
in these two sister republics. They pray God to bless you in all

your deliberations, and to grant you an abundant measure of his

Holy Spirit as' the interests of the kingdom of God will be the sole

object of your gathering and brotherly fellowship.

(Signed.) G. J. Fercken, Elder; A. Eichenberg, Minister; C.

Taval, Minister.

Reply.

Annual Meeting of 1901, assembled at Lincoln, Nebr., U. S. A.,

to the Churches of France and Switzerland, Greeting: Dear Breth-
ren and Sisters—Your letter of greeting was read to this Confer-
ence, and heard with much interest. Your expressions of thanks

and concern for the success of this Conference were heartily re-

ceived. And we hereby reciprocate the same degree of concern
for the prosperity and extension of the churches in France and
Switzerland, and pray God's blessings upon you. Amen.

Daniel Vaniman, Moderator, I. Bennett Trout, Clerk.

III. From Swede n.

Wanneberga, Sweden, Jan. 1, 1901.

To the Annual Meeting of the Brethren in America, from the

District Meeting in Sweden: We have no questions this year from
our District Meeting to send to the Annual Meeting, but all onr
churches in Sweden unite in sending much love and warm greeting

to the whole Brotherhood in America, giving our hearty thanks for

all their assistance, help and sympathy received from them till this

day. We hope and trust that our dear brethren and sisters in

America will prove the mission work in Sweden by sending some
good and faithful brother to us as far as possible. We hope
and pray that our Lord Jesus Christ will bless the work done as

well as the work still in time to come. May a rich blessing from
God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all is our

united prayer. Signed in behalf of all the brethren and sisters in

Sweden as a District by A, T. Olin, Secretary, Elder A. Anderson,
Elder P. Johnson.

Reply.

Annual Meeting of 1901, assembled at Lincoln. Nebr., U. S. A.,
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to the Members of the German Baptist Brethren Church in Sweden,

Greeting: Dear Brethren—Your kind letter of love, and expressions

of interest and concern for this Conference was read and listened

to with great attention, and we hereby return to you our regards,

sympathy and love, and pray our Father in heaven that grace, peace

and union may still attend you, and that the Holy Spirit may guide

you until the close of your earthly pilgrimage. Amen.
Daniel Vaniman, Moderator; I. Bennett Trout, Clerk.

IV. From Denmark.

To the Annual Meeting of the Brethren Churches in America
of 1901, from the District Meeting held in Hordum, Denmark,
Sept. 9, 1900, Greeting: We, the Brethren churches in Denmark,

have no chosen delegate to represent us at the Annual Meeting this

year, because our beloved brethren of America whom our Dis-

trict selected cannot serve on the Standing Committee as they

were on last year. We unite in sending this letter, by which we
wish to be represented by having it read to the Annual Meeting
by the Reading Clerk. We are glad to say we are united in love

and peace by Christ. As a District of the Brethren in Denmark,
we are trying to be active, according to the Brethren's order, to

have the true Gospel preached to sinners for their salvation; and

the church members built up. We all give our hearty thanks to all

our beloved brethren and sisters in the whole Brotherhood in

America, for all their help and sympathy, both temporal and spir-

itual, received up to this day. We commend ourselves to our Lord
and also to our beloved Brethren in America, hoping to have their

sympathy still in time to come, that we may have the noble work

of the Lord forwarded as believed and practiced by the Brethren,

until Christ come. May the best blessings from God our Father

and our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all in this Conference and

the whole Brotherhood, is our prayer. Amen. In behalf of the

Brethren churches in Denmark as a District, Signed by Elders.

C. Hansen, Secretary.

Reply.

Annual Meeting of 1901, held at the City of Lincoln, Ncbr.,

U. S. A., to the Members of the German Baptist Brethren Church

in Denmark, Greeting: Dear Brethren and Sisters—Your kind let-

ter of love, prayer and good wishes in behalf of the present Con-

ference was received and read, as you requested. We are very glad

indeed to know that the churches in Denmark are still in love and

union with the Brotherhood in America, and we hereby com-

mend you to God, and the Word of his grace, and pray that the
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rich blessings of the Father in heaven may attend you constantly,

and that the Holy Spirit may guide and comfort you, until we meet
in the great eternal gathering. Amen.

Daniel Vaniman, Moderator; L Bennett Trout, Clerk.

Annual Report of the General Missionary and Tract Committee of

the German Baptist Brethren Church, for the Year
Ending March 31, 1901.

To the Annual Conference of the German Baptist Brethren Church,
Assembled at Lincoln, Nebraska, May 28, 1901.

Your committee submits the following partial report of its

work which it has been enabled by the grace of God to do within

the year designated:

India.

For some reason not yet clear, no report has been received

from the organizations at Bulsar, and at Jalapur. They perhaps

have been sent and lost en route. However, the Gospel Messenger
has reported a number of baptisms throughout the year at these

places. About five hundred orphans have been received from time

to time in the orphanages at Bulsar, Jalapur and Anklesvar. The
year has been mainly spent in caring for the orphans and distribut-

ing the famine funds sent over by the church in America.

Brother S. N. McCann sends this report for Anklesvar where he

and his wife have been located since November 15, 1898:

"The famine began to be felt the following December after

we moved and in January we commenced to care for some orphans.

The year was largely given to famine work. We have at present

five out-stations, where regular work is deme. Fifteen have been

baptized during the 3
rear, eight of whom are our boys in the or-

phanage. In all there are twenty-one members at this place. We
have sold about 500 gospels, exact record not kept. The field is

large and much work is required."

The total of the famine fund sent to India by the church within

the last two years amounts to $26,058.11. This has all been placed in

the hands of the workers over there and they have labored hard to

make good use of it, as intended by the donors.

Asia Minor.

No missionary from America has labored in this field during

the year. Money to pay the rent for a meeting place has been ap •

propriated and a number remain faithful to their baptismal vows.

D. Chirighotis has general oversight of the missions and does the

correspondence with the Committee.



1901] the Church of the Brethren / 51

Switzerland.

Within the year a neat and convenient meetinghouse has been
built at Geneva, the ground and house costing in all $2,650.00.

There are eighteen members at Geneva. Near Oyannax, France,
fourteen members, in all thirty-two. Brother Fercken and his co-

laborers are untiring in their efforts to establish the faith in these
two countries. Recently Sister Fercken and their two children came
to America where they are now visiting her parents living not far

from New York City.

Denmark and Sweden.

The following table sets forth clearly the conditions of the

churches in this territory as well as the work done during the

year:
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Brother H. O. Wejler of Stockholm has been laboring earnest-

ly during the year. He has distributed a large number of tracts

and made many visits from house to house. Ten members and
one in the ministry, one Sunday school in Lulea with thirty in at-

tendance he reports for Norrland, Malmberget.
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Seven Months. tThree months reported. tFive month
Within the year Bro. J. N. Overhultz has

charge of Florida held; Bro. Charles Hilary at IV

and Bro. N. N. Garst at Seven Springs, N. C.

Tract Distribution.

s. §One month,
been placed in

lontrcal, Canada;

During the year 1,185,850 pages of tracts were sent out from
the office.

Summary.

Number of Stat© Districts assisted,

Number of donations to build meetinghouses,
Number of loans to build meetinghouses,
Received by baptism (India and Switzerland not reported)

FINANCIAL.

World-Wide Fund.

Receipts:

Cash on hand at beginning of the year,

Donations from congregations and in-

dividuals, including interest on en-
dowment contracts, as reported under
World-Wide Fund in Gospel Messen-
ger,

Income from Endowment loaned out, . . .

Income from Brethren Pub. House, ....

Chicago Dispensary,
Earnings of bank account,
Rent of house in Mt. Morris, Illinois, . . .

Donated for mission in Switzerland, ....

. .13

. .16

. .10

. .40

$ 5,691 40

3,944 99

6,407 71

2,000 00

213 5 5

424 60

19 50
B 53

I

4

54(241 291 39(14 9
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Donated for meetinghouse in Switzerland, $ 1,098 30

Donated for mission in China, 12 8 62

Donated for mission to Negroes, 85

Donated for mission in Porto Rico, 5 5 29

Meetinghouse bills receivable, 399 2 9

Total Receipts, ............ $24,780 38

$30,4 71 7 8

Expenditures:
Donations to build meetinghouses:

California, Los Angeles congrega-
tion, $ 100 00

Colorado, Villa Park congregation, 15 00

Illinois, Elgin congregation, 50 00

Kansas, Labette congregation, .... 100 00

Santa Fe congregation, . . . 100 00

Missouri, Spring Run congregation, 75 00

Nebraska, Highland congregation, 200 00

Lincoln congregation, 200 00

Wood River congregation, 150 00

North Dakota, Salem congregation, 200 00

Oklahoma Mt. Hope congregation, . . 100 00

Mound Valley congregation, 50 00
Oregon, Nampa congregation, 100 00

Virginia, Berkley congregation, .... 50 00

Washington, Sunnyside congrega-
tion, 200 00

Switzerland, Europe, Geneva con-
gregation,. ... 2,650 00 $4,925 00

Loans to Build Meetinghouses:
Colorado, Villa Park congregation, $ 150 00

Illinois, Elgin congregation, 500 00

Kansas, Labette congregation, 200 00

North Dakota, Cando congregation, 300 00

Nebraska, Wood River congrega-
tion, 150 00

Oklahoma, Mt. Hope congregation, 100 00

Mound Valley congregation, 100
Pennsylvania, Rockton congregation, 100 00

Texas, Saginaw congregation 150

Virginia, Mt. Tanner congregation, 100 00 $1,850 00

District Mission Work:
California, $ 400 00

Northern Indiana 100 00

Northwestern Kansas 400 00

Northeastern Kansas, 300 00

Southeastern Kansas 150 00
Eastern Maryland, 1,092 00

Middle Missouri, 100 00

North Dakota, 150 00

48
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Oklahoma,
. $ 400 00

Oregon, 1,100 00
Eastern Pennsylvania 200 00

Texas, 200 00
Second Virginia, 50 00 $4,642 00

Danish Mission in Europe, $1,283 90

Swedish Mission in Europe, 921 21

Switzerland Mission,

Elder G. J. Fercken's support (part
for last year) $1,008 00

Sister Fercken and children to

America 195
Helpers, rents and tracts, 261 42 $1,464 42

Asia Minor,

Hall rent, one year, . $ 54 00

O. H. Yeremian in medical college, 3 65 14 $ 419 14

Chicago,

W. R. Miller's support,
Children's mission, part support,
Dispensary,
Expenses of Elder,

Stationery,

Expense of purchasing property,

$ 660 00

2 35 00

139 03

21 45

S 31
nn 9 $1,141 11

Brooklyn,

Support of J. Edson Flrey and
wife and Sister Grater, and
rents,

Drayage for Sister Boone, ....

Stationery,

A. B. Barnhart to visit mission,
Italian Mission, rent of hall, . . .

.$1,065 00

5 50

5 10

9 80

30 $1,115 40

Germantown, Pa.,

G. N. Falkenstein and others

Florida,

D. E. Stover,

A. Hutchison,
J. N. Overhultz,

Vrkansas,

Ira P. Eby, Poplar Bluff, Mo.,
J. H. Neher, Palestine, Ark.,
B. E. Kesler, Gainesville
Henry Brubaker,

$ 316 81

13 00

69 5

4 SS $ 87 3 8

318 34

430 31

304 07

16 50 $1,069 22
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Utah,

D. S. Filbrun and family, moving-
and other expenses, $ 400 00

Account the mission, 2 00 $ GOO

North Carolina Mission,

H. C. Early, several trips ,-.| 5 5 50

J. M. Cline, one trip, . , 2 8 75

N. N. Garst, moving- and other ex-

penses 9 00

N. N. Garst, support 16 25 $ 190 50

Canada,
H. E. Light, Pennsylvania $ 40 78

Chas, Hilary, moving", 92 41

Support of Bro. Hilary and wife, . . 137 56 $ 270 75

Annual Meeting Committees,
Auditing Committee $ 61 35

Sunday School Committee 5 50

Western Pa. Committee, ,

,

69 S3 $ 136 68

Traveling Secretaries,

H. C, Early, Virginia, $ 11830
I. D. Parker, Indiana, , 160 73 $ 279 03

Traveling expenses of General Missionary and
Tract Committee to three meetings, $ 200 47

Annuities, . ., 4,5 3 7 7

Final expense on Hoover property, Ohio, 63 12

Missionary Gospel Messengers through
District Mission Boards $ 658 96

Through Gospel Messenger agents, 767 00 1,425 96

Tracts published, $ 291 86

Rebate on books, 587 85

Postage, \ 152 30

Stationery 28 40

Galen B. Royer, Secretarjr and Treasurer, 840

General and endowment expense, 28 24

Premium on $20,000 guarantee bond for treasurer, SO 00

Total Expenditures, $28,942 52

Cash Balance on hand, $ 1,529 26

SPECIAL FUNDS.
Washington Meetinghouse.

Indebtedness at beginning of the year, .$1,495 32

Taxes 4 98 $1,500 30

Donations during the year, 788 66

Yet due on the House, $ 711 64
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Gish Testament Fund.

Balance on hand, $ 781 50
Receipt of sales, - 300 57 $1,082 07

3,000 Testaments printed and 1,000 bound, ,. 190 00

Balance on hand, ,$ 892 07

INDIA FUNDS.
Receipts

:

Balance on hand, $ 3,860 80
Donations for missions, % 1,084 54
Donations for orphanage, 2,172 95
Donations for famine, 10,426 12
Interest on loans, 259 35
Transferred from loan fund, 1,000 00 $14,942 96

Balance on hand, $18,80 3 76

Expenditures:

Support of workers $ 2,087 50
Traveling expenses for 3; America to India, 757 35
Bertha Ryan among churches in America, 18 15
Pump for orphanage, 6 50
Famine fund, 10,42 6 12
India building fund, . 358 52 $13,654 14

Balance on hand $ 5,149 62

Interest-bearing Funds.

Receipts:

Cash on hand at beginning of year, '.

$ 7,254 75
Sale of Hoover property, Dayton, Ohio, ..$ 2,500 00
Publishing House fund, 75 45
Denmark Poor fund, income, 104 25
Gish estate converted in cash, and loaned, 6,320 50
Income from Gish estate, 3,841 83

Bills receivable, loans paid out 45,727 75
Paid in tract endowment 715 62
Paid in world-wide endowment, 37,040 00
Gospel Messenger endowment, 375 00
Reserve fund, Brethren Publishing House, 2,000 00 $98,700 40

Total, $105,955 15

Expenditures:

Purchase and repair of Chicago property, $ 3,696 29
Addition to Brethren Pub. House building, 8 48 94
India mission fund, transferred, . 1,000 00
Settlement of claims Jn Gish estate, 433 34
Gish publishing fund 4,750 73
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Bills receivable, loans made $88,650 00

Superannuated ministers' fund, 160 00 $99,539 30

Balance on hand, $ 6,415 85

A General Summary of All Moneys Received and Paid Out.

Receipts:

Cash On hand at beginning' of year, ' $17,191 67

World-wide fund, $24,780 38

Washington meetinghouse, 788 66

Gish Testament fund, 3 00 57

India funds, 14,942 9 6

Interest bearing funds, . 98,700 40

Total money received in the year, $139,512 97
»

Balance on hand, $156,704 64

Paid Out:
World-wide, .$28,942 52

Washington meetinghouse, 498
Gish Testament fund 190 00

India funds, 13,654 14

Interest-bearing funds 99,53 9 30

Switzerland meetinghouse 25 68 ' $142,356 62

Total of cash on hand, $ 14,348 02

Statement of Funds.

World-Wi d e Fu nd

;

L. p.

136 Hoover estate, Virginia $ 422 73

Cassel donations, 28 64

Chicago home $ 64 55

142 Africa, 41 65

China, 227 15

Negro mission 12 5 00

178 Meetinghouse bills receivable, $ 6,400 53

179 Porto Rico mission, 5 7 54

256 World-wide fund 7,865 27

(Cash $1,5 2 9 2 6)

Special Funds:
L. F.

129 Washington meetinghouse, . .$ 711 64

151 Gish Testament fund, . $ 892 10

155 Asia Minor orphanage 1,072 83

15 9 India orphanage, 4,842 46

(Cash $6,095 75)

India Mission:
161 India mission, $ 307 16

(Cash $307 16)

Interest-Bearing Funds:
180 Real estate, $8,117 79

181 Donation for Publishing House building fund, ...$ 9,212 65
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182

183

184

187

190

193

198
199

India mission funds
India endowment ,

Denmark poor fund,

Reserve fund of Brethren Publishing House,
Gish estate

Income from Gish estate, $

Bills receivable, 19 6,

Tract endowment,
World-wide endowment,
Superannuated ministers' fund
Gospel Messenger endowment,

,

(Cash $6,415 85)

Total of all cash, 14,348 02

786

,432

5 7

47

2,500

1050

1,934 08

20,000 00

32,618 09

22,135 OS

121,126 09

20 49

9 75

$277,248 39 $227,248 39

Assets.

Cash on hand in several funds, !

Interest-bearing funds, ,

Brethren Publishing House building and
grounds,

Value of real estate above investment, , .

Estimated value of Gish estate, not in-

cluded, in interest-bearing funds, . . .

8,932 17

205,336 83

74,570 79

3,000 00

17,750 00

Total assets March 31, 1901,

Total assets March 31, 1900,

.$309,589 79

. 277,845 2 4

Increase, $ 31,744 55

There are no liabilities against the above assets.

Pledged endowment, interest and non-
interest bearing, March 31, 1901, ....$248,855 00

Pledged endowment, interest and non-
interest bearing, March 31, 1900, .... 204,149 00

Increase, .$ 44,70 6 00

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE.
A financial statement of the House shows the following:

Resources:
Cash on hand,
Reserve fund on interest, . . .

Office fixtures

Bills receivable,

Machinery
Type, cases and sundry outfit,

Uncollected ledger accounts before 189'

Un c o 1 1 e c t e d 1 edg e r a c c oun t s fr om 1897 to

1S99,

Accounts receivable
Expense (stationery, etc., on hand),
Merchandise (stock on hand),
Gospel Messenger (stock on hand), . .

4,560 53

20,000

523 90

206 82

11,478 45

5,966 00

1,756 93

93 08

6,016 97

511 44

3,567 45

1,981 37
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Sunday-school papers (stock on hand), .

Quarterlies (stock on hand)
The Inglenook account
Subscription book department,
Job department (stock on hand),
Special accounts,
The Kline book, • • • •

.$ 831 47

S70 04

3,584 72

1,111 55

168 84

818 17

542 25 $64,589 9 8

Liabilities:

Unexpired Gospel Messenger subscriptions, $13,453 79

Unexpired Sunday-school paper subscrip-
tions,

Unexpired I n g 1 e n o ok s u b s c r i p t i o ns,

"History of the Brethren" account
Gospel Messenger poor fund, ....

Earnings for the

year, .$13,007 76

Paid Gospel Mes-
senger and Tract
Committee, . . . 2,000 0(

Capital at beginning of year,

• • • • »

$11,007 76

36,062 14

686 66

2,6 71 78

3 92 63

315 22

New capital for 1901, $47,069 90 $64,589 98

The question naturally arises, Why leave so much of the earn-

ings in the business this year? It has been found that with our

new and greater facilities, more machinery could be used to an ad-

vantage, and stock can be bought and carried With profit. The fol-

lowing items, given in round numbers, taken by comparing the

resources of this year with the resources of last year, show in the

main where the earnings are:

Reserve fund, , $2,000 00

Machinery, 3,100 00

Merchandise and raw material, 3,900 00

Increase in cash, 2,000 00

Total, .$11,000 00

On April 1, 1901, the Gospel Messenger passed the long-desired

circulation mark of 20,000 subscriptions; the Inglenook has about

4,500; and the Quarterlies have had a fair increase. The year, as

seen in the results, has been a most satisfactory one for the house.

Conclusion.

The committee praises the Lord for what has been done and

hopes that increased interest and progress niRj be manifest on

every hand in trying to carry out the Master's command, " Go ye

into all the world."

Committee: D. L. Miller, Illinois; John Zuck, Iowa; L. W.



760 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1901

Teeter, Indiana; A. B. Barnhart, Maryland; S. F. Sanger, Indi-

ana.

Auditing Committee's Report.

To the Annual Meeting of 1901:

We, your Auditing Committee, appointed to examine the books
of the General Missionary and Tract Committee, including those

of the Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the following:

We footed all the items of the cash book of the Brethren Pub-
lishing House, checked the totals through posting into the ledger,

followed the balances into the balance sheet, examined carefully

the statement of resources and liabilities as set forth in the report

herewith presented to your body, and find the work correct in

every particular, and the statement of resources and liabilities, in-

cluding the net gain mentioned, to be correct.

We compared the donations to the several mission funds pub-

lished in the Gospel Messenger with the books of the committee,

proved all the pages of the cash book, checked the amounts into

the ledger, and through to the financial statement herewith sub-

mitted to you, and found the same true and correct.

We examined with more than usual care all the securities held

by the committee, and find them to be all right. Vouchers were
presented for every expenditure with the exception of a few minor

items where the House had sent postage and asked for a receipt,

but received none.

In doing this work we spent seven days, not that the books or

accounts are complicated, but because the volume of business re-

quired the time. We are glad to state we found the books cor-

rect.

Committee: Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L. Clair, Reuben C. Hol-

linger.

Resolutions of Thanks.

Resolved, That we offer our sincere thanks:

1. To God, our heavenly Father, for his fulness of blessings

upon us during this Conference.

2. To the District of Nebraska, for the location of the Con-

ference at this place.

3. To the Committee of Arrangements with their several sub-

committees,, for their untiring efforts in providing for our com-
fort.

4. To the citizens of the city of Lincoln and vicinity for
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their ready reception and hearty welcome, of us, into their midst,

during this Conference.

5. To the several denominations of the city of Lincoln in open-

ing their houses of worship to our ministers.

6. To the several railroad companies for their favors and cour-

tesies toward us.

7. To the civil authorities for the maintenance of the good or-

der in the meeting grounds during the entire Conference.

Committee: D. L. Miller, J. II. Moore, L. W. Teeter.

Standing Committee for 1901.

1. First District of India, « By letter

2. First District of Switzerland and France, By letter

3. First District of Asia Minor,

4. Sweden, . Daniel Vaniman
5. Denmark, By letter

6. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, Thomas Barklow

7. California and Arizona, Stephen Yoder

8. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, . N. S. Gripe

9. Texas and Southwestern Louisiana, - J. A. Miller

10. Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Northwestern

Oklahoma Territory John Wise

11. Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado, . . . . G. M. Throne

12. Southeastern Kansas John Sherfey

13. Northeastern Kansas, I. L. Hoover

14. Nebraska,
' C. Fitz

15. Michigan, John M. Lair

16. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, J. A. Weaver

17. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and South Dakota
S. M. Miller

18. Middle Iowa, John Zuck

19. Southern Iowa, J. M. Folks

20. First District of Arkansas and Southeast Missouri, ...........

B. E. Kesler

21. Northern Missouri, J. E. Shambarger

22. Middle Missouri, D. M. Mohler

23. Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas, J. P. Harris

24. Southern Illinois, J. H. Baker

25. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, ..I. B. Trout, John Heckman

26. Northern Indiana, I. L. Berkey

27. Middle Indiana, . .Dorsey Hodgden

28. Southern Indiana D. F. Hoover

29. Northwestern Ohio, L, H, Dickey



/

762 Minutes of Annual Meeting of * [1902

30. Northeastern Ohio, Tobias Hoover
31. Southern Ohio, T.J. Rosenbergcr
32. Western Pennsylvania, C. G. Lint

33. Middle Pennsylvania, W. J. Swigart
34. Southern Pennsylvania, Jos. A. Long
35. Eastern Pennsylvania T. Y Kincr

36. Western Maryland, By letter

37. Middle Maryland, David Ausherman
38. Eastern Maryland, Uriah- Bixler

39. Second District of West Virginia,

40. First District of West Virginia, Geo. S. Arnold
41. Second District of Virginia, H. G. Miller, H. C. Early
42. First District of Virginia, G. W. Hutchinson
43. Tennessee, North Carolina and Florida, M. Nead

Daniel Vaniman, Moderator; Henry C. Early, Reading Clerk;

I. Bennett Trout, Writing Clerk; I. J. Rosenbcrger, Assistant Writ-

ing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1902.

Harrisburg, Pa.

The Meeting was organized by electing Eld. Daniel L. Miller,

Moderator; Eld. L. T. Holsinger, Reading Clerk; Elders L. H.

Eby and Wilbur B. Stover, Writing Clerk and William Overholtzer,

Doorkeeper.

The General Conference was opened at 8 A. M., Tuesday, May
20, 101(2.

Unfinished Business.

1. Report of Committee on changing time of holding Annual

Meeting:

We ask Annual Meeting to reconsider the time of holding

Annual Meeting and decide hereafter to begin Annual Meeting each

year on the second Tuesday in June.

Answer: We recommend that no change be made from the
regular time of Pentecost in holding Annual Meeting; but when in

the judgment of the Brethren holding Annual Meeting the Brother-
hood can better be served at a later date, another time, not later

than the first Tuesday in June, may be selected.

2. (a) We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting,

to decide whether the word fornication in Matt. 5: 32 and 19: 9, and

Annual Meeting Minutes, Art. 2, 1898, p. 106, applies alike to sin

committed by married and unmarried persons.

(b) Annual Meeting is asked to reconsider the divorce question
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of 1898, and so decide that none who have two living companions

shall be received into the church while living with the second or

last companion as husband and wife.

Answer: To trie first query/ Yes! To the second query, We
decide not best to reconsider the article referred to.

3. (a) Annual Meeting is requested to appoint a committee of

five well-informed brethren carefully to investigate the advisabil-

ity of a beneficiary association in the church, so that we may more

fully carry out the spirit of the Gospel,
M Bear ye one another's

burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal. 6: 2), said committee

to report to Annual Meeting of 1902.

Answer: This request is granted and the committee is instruct-

ed fully to investigate the entire subject of life insurance.

(b) Inasmuch as the question of life insurance has been before

our Annual Meeting a number of times and decided against, and

no scripture reference or reasons given for not allowing the same,

the Lima church asks District Meeting to petition Annual Meeting

to reconsider this question and give the privilege of life insurance,

or else give scriptural reasons and references why not.

Report of Committee on Life Insurance:

To the Annual Meeting held at Harrisburg, Pa., May 20-24,

1902, Greetings: Your Committee, after a careful and painstaking

investigation of the entire subject of Beneficiary, Mutual and Regu-

lar Life Insurance, respectfully submit the following report on the

queries referred to it by Annual Meeting of 1901, which reads as

follows:
"

1. Annual Meeting is requested to appoint a Committee of

five well-informed brethren carefully to investigate the advisabil-

ity of a beneficiary association in the church, so that we may more

fully carry out the spirit of the Gospel,
: Bear ye one another's

burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ ' (Gal. 6: 2), said committee

to report to Annual Meeting of 1902.

"Answer: This request is granted and the committee is in-

structed fully to investigate the entire subject of life insurance.

"2. Inasmuch as the question of life insurance has been before

our Annual Meeting a number of times and decided against, and

no scripture reference or reason given for not allowing the same,

the Lima church asks District Meeting to petition Annual Meeting

to reconsider this question and give the privilege of life insurance,

or else give scriptural reasons and references why not."

Report of Committee:
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1. A Beneficiary Association conducted by the church would
involve intricate business problems and financial responsibilities

which it would be unwise for the church to assume. We therefore

report against such organization in the church.

2. Our members should not unite with any Secret Beneficiary

Society, or Secret Mutual Life Insurance Association, In uniting

with such organizations they are led into alliance with secret

societies, which are contrary to the teaching of the Scriptures,
41 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers," 2 Cor.

6: 14.'

3. There are some forms of investment in Life Insurance Com-
panies that do not seem to us to be wrong, either from a moral or

scriptural standpoint. Among these may be named, Annuities,

Endowments, and Employees' Accident Insurance, and while we do
not encourage investments in Insurance Companies we do not find

scriptural authority to make them a test of church fellowship.

D. L. Miller,

L. H. Dickey,

John Heckman
C. Fritz,

H. C. Early.

Answer: In view of the importance of this subject, we recom-
mend that this report be spread on the Minutes for one year for
general study before final action is taken.

Queries.

1. Whereas, the Annual Meeting in the past years has in many
instances called upon the same brethren, from year to year, to

serve on committees, even placing some on two and three different

committees in the same year, and as it is believed by some that it

would be better if the same brethren were not called upon to serve

on committees so often, now therefore will this District Meeting
ask the Annual Meeting not to call upon the same brethren to serve

on committees so often, when it is possible to avoid it, and especial-

ly not to serve on more than one committee the same year?
The intention of this query is to apply more especially to com-

mittees appointed to churches to settle difficulties and on deferred

queries or questions (by deferred queries or questions are meant
such as are placed in the hands of committees to answer and re-

port to next Annual Meeting).

Answer: It is recommended that changes be made in the ap-
pointment of committees as often as expedient.

2. (a) We petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting,
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to decide that all State Districts are entitled to one delegate on
ft

Standing Committee of Annual Meeting and that such Districts as

have thirty-five hundred members or more are entitled to two dele-

gates on said Committee,

(h) Will not this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to re-

consider resolution of 1889 (" Revised Minutes," page 13), refer-

ring to representation by proxy, and provide that all foreign Dis-

tricts shall be represented by a member or members of their own
Districts, or by letter through Secretary of the General Mission

Board?

(c) We ask Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to

reconsider resolution of Annual Meeting of 1889 referring to repre-

sentation by proxy (" Revised Minutes," page 13), and change them

so as not to allow any one to serve as a member of Standing Com-
mittee who does not have his membership in the District from
which he is sent, but give District Meetings in foreign countries the

privilege of selecting suitable persons outside of the District to

present and explain to Annual Meeting such papers as they may
decide to send.

(d) We, the members of the Highland church, petition Annual

Meeting, through District Meeting, to reconsider minute of 1889,

page 13, of " Revised Minutes," and amend so as not to permit any

State District to be represented on the Standing Committee by
proxy.

(e) Whereas under the present ruling some State Districts are

entitled to more than one delegate on Standing Committee

while others are not; we therefore ask Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to reconsider and so amend her ruling that no

State District be entitled to more than one delegate on Standing

Committee.

Answer: The foregoing queries, referring to District representa-

tion were placed in the hands of the following named brethren
with instructions to report to Annual Meeting of 1903: S. S. Ulery,

T. C. Denton, D. B. Eby, L. W. Teeter, and J. C. Bright.

3. Since Art. 30 of 1877 decides that those who were baptized

in the pool were baptized with a valid baptism, and since growing

circumstances seem to demand it, as held by a number of congrega-

tions which have placed pools in their churches we, the Washing-

ton City church, petition Annual Meeting, through the District

Meeting of Eastern Maryland, to grant the privilege of placing

pools in churches where it is necessary.

Answer: When absolutely necessary we consider that a bap-
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tistry may be placed in a meetinghouse; though we always prefer
that baptism be performed in a running stream.

4. The Quemahoning church in regular council assembled ask

Annual Meeting, through District Meeting of Western Pennsyl-

vania, to revise Art. 3, Minutes of 1848, so as to permit asking the

three questions, that are asked the applicant for baptism in the

water, at the conclusion of the reading of the Scriptures and the

other questions asked; then have prayer at the water side and in

the water after kneeling say, " Upon thy confession of faith, which
thou hast made before God and witnesses, thou shalt, for the re-

mission of sins, be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost."

Answer: Deferred one year.

5. (a) We, the members of the George's Creek congregation,

petition Annual Meeting, through District Meeting, to drop the

appellation German Baptist and Dunker or Tunker and retain the

old name Brethren. We ask this because of the dissatisfaction

in missionary work in having a national qualification in the name
German Baptist and the derisive use of the names Dunkard, Dunker
and Tunker.

(b) We, the Nocona church, Texas, ask Annual Conference,

through our District Conference, that the name Dunker or Dunkard
be prohibited from being published by the Brethren Publishing

House, as such names are misleading, and misrepresented by

dictionaries and commentaries, and are detrimental to the mission

work of the Brethren church,

Answer: Referred to the following Committee with Instruc-
tions to report to Annual Meeting of 1903: Elders L. W. Teeter,
J. H. Moore, L. T. Ilolsinger.

6. Inasmuch as there is a lack of unity in the young people's

work in the Brotherhood, we, the members of the Young People's

Christian Association of the Monticello church, petition said church

to consider, discuss and revise, if necessary, the plan adopted by
said association and to petition Annual Meeting, through District

Meeting, to adopt said plan as revised and amended. Outline of

plan: That a committee of five be appointed at each Annual Meet-
ing, whose duty it shall be to arrange, systematically, topical out-

lines for the coming year and said outlines shall be published by
the Brethren Publishing House.

Amendment: Whereas the young people of the Monticello
church have petitioned the church to petition Annual Meeting,
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through District Meeting, for a systematic plan of Bible study, and

whereas the Monticello church has ordered their petition forwarded

to District Meeting, therefore, be it resolved that we, the Monticello

church, supplement their petition to the extent that the outline of

Bible study be published quarterly in booklet form.

Answer: Referred to the following committee with instruc-

tions to report to Annual Meeting of 1903: I. B. Trout, E. S.

Young, Edward Frantz.

7. We, the Manchester church, ask District Meeting to petition

Annual Meeting to authorize our mute minister, Bro. J. J. Cross,

to fill all calls for mute preaching, approved by the General Mis-

sionary Committee. Expenses to be paid out of the world-wide

mission fund.

Answer: Referred to the General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee and those State Districts where work is to be done,

8. We, the Bethel church, petition Annual Meeting through

District Meeting, to say whether District Meetings in selecting com-
mittees to adjust difficulties, are restricted to their own District,

Answer: We consider it advisable that District Meetings re-

strict their selection of Committees to the elders of the District

when possible.

9. Inasmuch as many of the churches place on the Lord's table

beer bottles containing the communion wine which we think savors

of the appearance of evil, therefore the Kansas City church petitions

Annual Meeting through District Meeting, to advise that all

churches use pitchers or other appropriate vessels.

Answer: We certainly think the teaching of 1 Thess. 5: 22

and 1 Cor. 10: 32 would be specially applicable m cases such as the
one here referred to.

10. Inasmuch as clergy permits are issued to those engaged in

the occupation of farming, and not to those in any other occupa-

tion, we, the Mission Board of California and Arizona, petition

District Meeting to petition Annual Meeting to petition the passen-

ger associations to also issue clergy permits to ministers of the

German Baptist Brethren church, engaged as mechanics and day

laborers.

Answer: Referred to the Committee on Railway Transporta-
tion.

11. We, the Brethren churches in Denmark, ask the General

Conference in America this year to petition the King of Denmark
to grant some favors to those who are conscientiously opposed to
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war, by which they be not compelled to leave the country or go

to prison for their belief.

Answer: Request granted, and referred to the General Mis-
sionary and Tract Committee.

12. When any man, having two or more wives, or any woman
having two or more husbands, wishes to forsake heathenism and
become a Christian, earnestly desires baptism and church fellow-

ship, and promises faithfully to act according to the direction of

the church, what shall be done?

Answer: Inasmuch as the customs of child marriage and of
plurality of wives are very common in India, wT

e prefer not to

answer this question ourselves, but ask Annual Meeting to advise us
in the light of the circumstances and according to the Word of God.

Answer: Upon condition of the faithful promises to act ac-
cording to the teachings of the church and the Word of God, we
cannot forbid baptism.

A Brief Report of the General Missionary and Tract Committee
Made to the Annual Meeting of 1902, Held at Paxtang

Park, Harrisburg, Pa., May 20, 21, 1902.

The Committee is pleased to make the following brief report
for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1902, and in doing so it wishes
to acknowledge to the Father in heaven its debt of gratitude

for all that has been accomplished within the time of this report.

Let it be understood from the start that this report, in accord-

ance with the action of Conference one year ago, is brief, but the

Committee has caused to be printed and has for free distribution at

its office a complete report. It is hoped that many receiving this

report will be interested in asking for the larger one.

The fields abroad have been blessed in spiritual ways. The
famine has added to the work in India, but even this sad experience

again in the life of the work there will bring forth its own harvest

of good in due time. The close of the year found 177 members in

India, 41 in Switzerland and France, 77 in Denmark and 105 in

Sweden, making a total membership in all these fields of 398.

The work has been carried forward with renewed vigor in the

various points of the United States where the Committee held mis-
sions one year ago. Brooklyn is now in charge of Ero. J. Kurtz
Miller, and Bro. C. H. Hilary has been moved to Hespeler, Canada.

The missions at Montreal and in Utah have been closed.

Tract distribution has been carried on with the same vigor, and
some 1,071,708 pages were sent out within the year.
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A general summary of the work shows that seventeen State

Districts have been helped with their District work, twelve meeting-

houses have received donations, and on four houses loans have

been made. Two hundred and forty-five members were received

by baptism in all fields.

Financial.—World-Wide Fund.

Receipts:
Cash balance on hand, $1,529 26

Less certain amounts in last year's report, 515 89 $1,013 37

Total receipts during the year, $30,735 81

$31,749 18

Expenditures:

District work, , .$4,762 66

Donations to build meetinghouses, 3,265 00

Loans on meetinghouses, 550 00

Denmark missions, 1,066 71

Sweden mission 2,16 8. 63

Switzerland and France, 2,044 21

Montreal mission, 495 83

Utah mission, 1,466 07

Arkansas mission 1,309 60

North Carolina mission, 526 03

Florida mission, 113 02

Chicago mission, 99 2 19

Brooklyn mission, 1 ,445 15

Annual Meeting Committees, \ 395 39

Traveling Secretaries 2O0 19

Annuities, 7,035 95

Other items, 4,954 39

Total expenditures, $32,791 02

Overdrawn, $ 1,041 84

Special Funds Show the Following Balances of Cash on Hands:
Gish Testament fund . $ 592 10

Asia Minor fund, 4.81 31

India Fund, 4,794 13

Gish Publishing fund, 933 57

Superannuated ministers' fund, 1,195 7 6

Miscellaneous funds, 886 6 7

A Few General Statements:

During the year the Committee received in all funds, cash,

$167,960.22 and appropriated in regular form $175,717.39. The

total assets of the Committee March 31, 1902, are, exclusive of

pledged endowments, $353,158.36, being an increase within the

year of $43,568.57. The Brethren Publishing House made a net
«

49
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earning of $12,497.82, of which $4,000 was used for missionary pur-

poses. In the five years the church has owned this property a little

over $25,000 has been paid of the earnings into the mission fund, be-

sides a reserve fund being created and now amounting to $23,000,

so that in the short time the House has paid for itself and has be-

sides over $50,000 as resource to carry forward its own work. The
business of the past year has greatly increased over any preceding
year.

The Auditing Committee audited the books of both the House
and Committee more carefully than heretofore, and attached their

report to the complete report. This is but a brief extract, and
their report is meant to cover this as well. Persons desiring the

complete report of the Committee's work can have it free by ad-

dressing the General Missionary and Tract Committee, Elgin, 111.

Committee, D. L. Miller, A. B. Barnhart, John Zuck, L. W.
Teeter, H. C. Early.

Report of Auditing Committee.

To the Annual Meeting of 1902;

We, your Auditing Committee, appointed to examine the books
of the General Missionary and Tract Committee, including those of
the Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the following:

We footed all the items of the cash book of the Brethren Pub-
lishing House, checked the totals through posting into the ledger,

followed the balances into the balance sheet, examined carefully the

statement of resources and liabilities as set forth in the report here-
with presented, and find the work correct in every particular, and
the statement of resources and liabilities, including the net gain
mentioned therein, to be correct.

We compared the donations to the several mission funds pub-
lished in the Gospel Messenger with the books of the Committee,
proved all the pages of the cash book, checked the amount into the

ledger and through the financial statement, and found the same true
and correct.

We have examined with more than usual care all the securities

held by the Committee, and find them to be all right Vouchers
were produced for every expenditure. We are glad to state we
found the books correct.

Signed, Aaron L. Clair, Reuben C. Hollinger, Lewis R. Peifer.

Report of Joseph Amick, Treasurer of Annual Meeting, for Year
Ending April 1, 1902.

He charges himself as follows:
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To balance April 1st, 19 01
, „$220 26

March 20, 1902, proceeds of sales of Annual Meeting Minutes, . . 171 95

$392 21

He asks credit as follows:
May 2 7, 1901, cash to Thos, Barklow, fare

to Annual Meeting-, delegate from Oregon, $45 75
May 27, 1901, Committee to McPherson College, Kans.:

M. Keller, $ 6 SO

A. F. Miller, 5 25 12 05

May 27, 1901, Committee to Mt. Morris College, 111.:

P. R, Keltner, $n 80
Frank Myers, 8 00
David Rowland, 9 00 28 SO

May 28, 1901, Committee to North Manchester College, Inch:

J. H. Wright $ 3 00

G. L, Studebaker 13 50

A. H. Puterbaugh, 750 24 00

May 28, 1901, Committee to Bridgewater College, Va.

:

H. C. Early,
S. A. Sanger,
H. B. Miller, for whole Committee, 9 00

May 28, 1901, Committee to St. Paul church, Va.

:

A. B. Barnhart $23 55

S. R. Zug, 2 7 75

J. P. Zigler, 12 00 63 3G

July 22, 1901, Committee to Huntingdon College, Pa.:
Thos. B. Mad docks $ 5 6 7

James A. Sell, 3 00

W. S. Long, 12 3 2 20 9 9

Exchange and postage 22

204 00

To balance on hand April 1, 1902, $188 10

Examined and approved by the Auditing Committee for 1902.

Aaron L. Clair, Reuben C. Hollinger, Lewis R. Peifer.

Committee to Eastern Pennsylvania.—Report accepted and
committee continued.

Committee to Western Pennsylvania.—Report accepted and
committee continued.

Committees Appointed.

On credentials: Solomon Bucklew, Jesse Stutzman, C. D.

Hylton.
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On resolutions: I. J. Rosenberger, I. D. Parker, J. G. Royer.

Sunday School Advisory Committee: Levi Minnich.

Tract Examining Committee: L. W. Teeter.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting: Joseph Amick.

General Missionary and Tract Committee: D. L. Miller, John

Zuck.

Messenger Advisory Committee: W. R. Deeter.

Auditing Committee: A. L. Clair.

School Visiting Committees: Huntingdon, Pa., C. L. Buck;

Bridgewater, Va., H. C. Early, Peter Garber; Mt. Morris, 111., C. C.

Price; McPherson, Kans., Uriah Shick; North Manchester, Ind.,

J. H. Wright.

Railway Transportation Committee, following names added:

Southeastern Passenger Association, P. S. Miller; Central Pas-

senger Association, Isaac Frantz,

Missionaries to India: Gertrude Rowland, Daniel J. Lichty,

Jesse Emmert.
Committees to Churches:

Fruitdale, Ala.; J. H. Neher, S. J. Bowman, C. H. Diehl.

Sttmmitville, Ind.: I. D. Parker, D. Snell, D. F. Hoover.

Committee to Loraine, 111., continued.

Committee to Smith Fork and Kidder, Mo., continued.

Committee to West Dayton, Ohio, continued.

Committee to Cerrogordo, 111., continued.

Letters of Greeting.

I. From Sweden.

From the District Meeting held in Limhamn, Sweden, 1902.

To the Annual Meeting in America, Greeting:—We have no ques-

tion to send to Annual Meeting this year, but we send our heart-

felt thanks for the help and assistance which we have received from
you in the past. Especially are we thankful that the church sent

here Brother and Sister A. W. Vaniman to our help, which we hope

will be of much advantage, and we believe that God will through

them further advance the Gospel which our beloved brother sowed
in our land. We hope and pray that our heavenly Father will give

you a blessed meeting and that God's Spirit may lead you and us

until we all meet above. Fraternally,

A. W. Vaniman, Moderator; J .M. Risberg, Sec'y.

II. From India.

We, the members of the churches of India, send greeting to our

dear brethren and sisters in Annual Meeting assembled, Harris-
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burg, Pa., 1902,—We are thankful to our common heavenly Father

for his many blessings. Our work has grown so that there arc now
three churches in a State District. A number have been baptized

and there are many applicants. We are also thankful that all our
European workers have. been spared, and only a few of our native

Christians have died, though we have been in the midst of plague,

smallpox and famine. We thank you for your interest continually

shown by your prayers and money, and know the Lord will bless

you for all you do for us. We shall think of you and pray for you
while you are assembled, and know you will remember us. Signed
for the churches; S. N. McGann, Anklesvar; D. L. Forney, Jalalpur;

A. Ebey, Bulsar.

III. From California.

Covina, California, March 27, 1902.

We, the District of California and Arizona, send greeting to

the Brethren and Sisters assembled in Annual Meeting of 1902, in

Harrisburg, Pa.—First of all we thank God that from the Pacific

shores we can send greetings to those of like precious faith assem-
bled in Annual Council in far-away Pennsylvania, the cradle of pri-

mitive Christianity in America. This year we send no delegate, but

have sent you four queries, and request your most earnest consider-

ation of them. We ask for Annual Meeting to be held among us for

the good it will do our people, and all peoples, as an educator and
missionary force for the Pacific slope. As a District we are trying

to spread the glad tidings and build ourselves up in the faith of

the Gospel. We pray that in all your meetings together you may
have the presence and guidance of God. May all your purposes in

his Son be strengthened; and may he make you mighty in counsel,

loving in spirit, and faithful in all your stewardships. Farewell.

(Signed) Geo. F. Chemberlen, Moderator; S. G. Lehmer,
Reading Clerk; W. M. Piatt, Writing Clerk.

IV. From Denmark.

We unite in sending our hearty thanks to all our beloved

brethren and sisters over the whole Brotherhood of the States, for

the help you have given us in sending our dear Brother and Sister

Vaniman to Scandinavia as co-workers in our mission; and for both

temporal and spiritual help received up to this day. We being

united in one faith, once delivered to the saints, commend ourselves

to our beloved Brethren in America and hope to have their future

sympathy in forwarding the noble work of our Lord among our

natives as well as among all nations of the world. May the best

blessings from our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ attend all your
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efforts and be with you in this Conference and throughout the

whole Brotherhood, is our prayer. Amen. In behalf of the Breth-

ren churches in Denmark as a District, signed by elders C. C. Es-

kildsen, C. Hansen, Sec'y.

Answers to Letters of Greeting.

To the Brethren and Sisters of the Districts of Denmark,
Sweden and India. Dearly beloved in the Lord:—Your letters of

greeting were received and we expressed our appreciation of them
by a rising vote of our Annual Conference. We thank you for them
and praise the Lord for the work of grace in your midst, and we
reciprocate the expressions of love and fellowship, and we hope

and pray that you may continue to labor for the extension of the

borders of Zion, the sanctification of souls, and the glorification of

God, and that when your labors here are ended an entrance shall

be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Resolution of Thanks. •

Resolved, That we offer our heartfelt thanks:

1. To our heavenly Father for his care over us in our journey

hitherwarcl; for his abundant blessings upon the meeting.

2. To the Committee of Arrangements for their excellent care

of the geusts of the meeting—considering the limited means of

conveyance at their command.
3. To the owners of the Park for the free use of the same.

4. To the Committee of Arrangements and their helpers, for

the efficient management of the meeting.

5. To the citizens of llarrisburg and vicinity for their generos-

ity and hospitality in giving us so kind a welcome.
6. To the different churches of the city and vicinity for open-

ing to us their houses of worship.

7. To the railroads that used their influence for our special

comfort and convenience.

Signed, I. J. Rosenbefger,

J. G. Rover,

I. D. Parker.

Standing Committee for 1902.

1. Tennessee, North Carolina and Florida S, J. Bowman
2. First District of Virginia, T. C. Denton, D. A, Naff

3. Second District of Virginia, Daniel Hays
4. First District of West Virginia, Jeremiah Thomas
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Second District of West Virginia.

Eastern Maryland,

Middle Maryland, .

Western Maryland,

Eastern Pennsylvania, .

.

Southern Pennsylvania, .

.

Middle Pennsylvania, ....

• • • - •

• ••••• J.

. . . E. W. Stone

r

Absalom Mellott

. . . . W. T. Sines

H. Longaneeker

Isaac Barto

Thomas B. Maddocks
Western Pennsylvania, Joseph Holsopple
Southern Ohio, John Calvin Bright

Northeastern Ohio, Samuel Sprankle

Northwestern Ohio, C. L. Wilkins

Southern Indiana, L. T. Holsinger

Middle Indiana, Daniel Snell

Northern Indiana . W. R. Deeter

Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, C. P. Rowland
Southern Illinois, . . . . S. W. Garber, J. C. Sterner

Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas, C. Holderman
Middle Missouri E. E. John
Northern Missouri L. H. Eby
First District of Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri,

J. H. Neher
Southern Iowa, C. M. B rower
Middle Iowa, F. M. Wheeler
N. Iowa, S. Minnesota and S. Dakota, A. P. Blough
North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, Levi Mohler
Michigan Isaiah Rairigh

Nebraska, Uriah Shick

Northeastern Kansas, George Man on
Southeastern Kansas, M. O. Ilodgden
Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado, C. S. Holsinger
S. W. Kansas, S. Colorado, and N. W. Oklahoma,

Michael Keller

Texas and Southwestern Louisiana, Joseph Minix

Oklahoma and Indian Territory, Samuel Edgecomb
California and Arizona, By letter

Oregon, Washington and Idaho, George Wise
Denmark, D. L. Miller

Sweden, A. B. Barnhart

First District of Asia Minor.

First District of Switzerland and France.

First District of India, W. B. Stover

D. L. Miller, Moderator.

L. T. Holsinger, Reading Clerk.

L. H. Eby,

W. B. Stover, Writing Clerks. •
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1903.

Belle fontainc, Ohio.

The Meeting was organized by electing S. F. Sanger, Modera-

tor; I. Bennett Trout, Reading Clerk; Albert C. Wieand, Writing

Clerk; J. D. Mishler, Doorkeeper.

The General Conference was opened at 8 A. M., Tuesday, June

2, 1903.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. (a) We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting

to decide that all State Districts are entitled to one delegate on

Standing Committee of Annual Meeting and that such Districts

as have thirty-five hundred members or more are entitled to two

delegates on said Committee.

(b) Will not this District Meeting ask Annual Meeting to re-

consider resolution of 1889 (" Revised Minutes," page 13), referring

to representation by proxy, and provide that all foreign Districts

shall be represented by a member or members of their own Dis-

tricts, or by letter through the Secretary of the General Mission

Board?

(c) Wr
e ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to re-

consider resolution of Annual Meeting of 1889 referring to repre-

sentation by proxy (" Revised Minutes," page 13), and change

them so as not to allow any one to serve as a member of Standing

Committee who does not have his membership in the District

from which he is sent, but give District Meetings in foreign

countries the privilege of selecting suitable persons outside of the

District to present and explain to Annual Meeting such papers as

they may decide to send.

(d) We, the members of the Highland church, petition An-

nual Meeting through District Meeting to reconsider minute of

1889, page 13, of " Revised Minutes," and amend so as not to per-

mit any State District to be represented on the Standing Com-

mittee by proxy.

(V) Whereas under the present ruling some State Districts

are entitled to more than one delegate on Standing Com nut tee

while others are not; we therefore ask Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to reconsider and so amend her ruling that no
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State District be entitled to more than one delegate on Standing

Committee.

Answer: The foregoing queries, referring to District represen-
tation, were placed in the hands of the following named brethren
with instructions to report to Annual Meeting of 1903: S. S. Ulery,
T. C. Denton, D. B. Eby, L. W. Teeter, and J. C. Briglit.

Report of Committee on District Representation:

We, your committee appointed to take under consideration

queries, Art. 2, (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e), Minutes of Annual
Meeting, 1902, on the subject of District Representation, beg leave

to submit the following report:

Resolved, That each State District in our Brotherhood be al-

lowed a representative on Standing Committee.

Resolved furthermore. That each of such Districts having

thirty-five hundred or more members may represent by two dele-

gates on Standing Committee.
Resolved, That hereafter when new State Districts are intended

to be organized, a full statement of the proposed organization be

presented to general conference and recognized by her before they

can represent on the Standing Committee.

Resolved, That every State District be represented on Stand-

ing "Committee by a member living in the District he represents,

or by letter.

Resolved, That the General Missionary and Tract Committee
be authorized to assist foreign Districts in defraying the expenses

of their delegates on Standing Committee, when said Committee
thinks prudent to do so.

Resolved, That all former decisions conflicting with this re-

port be repealed.

S. S. Ulery,

D. B. Eby,

L. W. Teeter,

J. C. Bright,

T. C. Denton.

Report adopted.

2. (a) We, the members of the George's Creek congregation,

petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to drop the

appellation German Baptist and Dunker or Tunker and retain the

old name Brethren. We ask this because of the dissatisfaction in

missionary work in having a national qualification in the name
German Baptist and the derisive use of the names Dunkard, Dun-
ker and Tunker.
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(b) We, the Nocona church, Texas, ask Annual Conference,

through our District Conference, that the name Dunker or Dunkard

be prohibited from being published by the Brethren Publishing

House, as such names are misleading, and misrepresented by

dictionaries and commentaries, and are detrimental to the mission

work of the Brethren church.

Answer: Referred to the following committee with instruc-

tions to report to Annual Meeting of 1903: Elders L. W. Teeter,

J. H. Moore, L. T. Holsinger.

Report of the Church Name Committee in 1903:

After a careful consideration we decide to submit the following

to the Annual Meeting of 1903:

It is the judgment of your committee that a change of church

name is possible without endangering titles to church property

or church corporations.

It is further the judgment of your committee that a change

of church name would be advantageous.

And in order that the safest possible course may be pursued

in recommending the contemplated change, your committee begs

the Conference to make an appropriation for reliable counsel, and

also asks for another year's time to perfect its report.

L. W. Teeter,

I. H. Moore,

L. T. Holsinger.

Current report adopted and committee continued. On motion

one hundred dollars ($100) appropriated for legal advice as asked

above.

3. (a) Inasmuch as there is a lack of unity in the young

people's work in the Brotherhood, we, the members of the Young

People's Christian Association of the Monticello church, petition

said chttrch to consider, discuss and revise, if necessary, the plan

adopted by said association and to petition Annual Meeting, through

District Meeting, to adopt said plan as revised and amended. Out-

line of plan: That a committee of five be appointed at each An-

nual Meeting, whose duty it shall be to arrange, systematically,

topical outlines for the coming year and said outline shall be

published by the Brethren Publishing House.

Amendment: Whereas the young people of the Monticello

church have petitioned the church to petition Annua] Meeting,

through District Meeting, for a systematic plan of Bible study,

and whereas the Monticello church has ordered their petition for-

warded to District Meeting, therefore, be it resolved that we, the
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onticello church, supplement their petition to the extent that the

outline of Bible study be published quarterly in booklet form.

Answer: Referred to the following committee with instructions
to report to Annual Meeting of 1903: I. B. Trout, E. S. Young,
Edward Brantz.

(b) Whereas: The Gospel recognizes only one organization

composing the body of Christ (Rom. 12: 5; Eph. 4: 4), and, where-

as: this one body is fitly framed, joined, compacted, knit and build-

ed together, and whereas: such organizations as Epworth Leagues,

Christian Endeavors and similar orders have been, and are detri-

mental to the best interests of the churches, we therefore petition

Annual Meeting through District Meeting to discourage and oppose
such organizations in the Brethren church, and advise members
against holding office in or affiliating with such organizations in

other churches; and let all members, old and young, work to-

gether in one united body in Christ Jesus to build up the cause

and spread the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Passed to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Referred to above committee.

Report of Committee on Young People's Work:
Bellefontaine, Ohio, June 2, 1903.

To the Annual Meeting, Greeting:

We your committee submit the following:

In order that the department of church work now carried Oil

in our young people's meetings may be unified and made to pro-

mote the general welfare of the church, we recommend the follow-

ing:

1. That suitable subjects with Scripture texts for use in these

meetings be published annually in advance by the Brethren Pub-

lishing House.

2. That these topics with notes, helps, etc., be published in the

regular issues of such publications of the House as may be deemed
best; and, further, that suggestions and outlines for more com-

prehensive and systematic Bible study be published as necessity

and expediency may dictate.

3. That where it is practicable to do so, the church shall or-

ganize the young people's meeting by selecting a president, a sec-

retary, and a treasurer, to serve for such length of time as may be

most suitable, but we do not favor too frequent reorganization.

These officers shall be responsible to the church for the proper

management of the work, and shall make reports of the same from

time to time to the church in her councils.
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4. That these meetings be carried on under the name of

Christian Workers" Meeting.

I. B. Trout,

E. S. Young,

Edward Frantz.

Report adopted.

QUERIES.

1. We ask Annual Meeting whether Brethren may unite with

the Swedish workmen's unions, and we present the following for

your consideration:

(1) They are in no sense secret societies.

(2) It is almost impossible for Brethren to get employment in

the cities if they do not unite with a union.

(3) If it is not allowable for Brethren to unite with a union,

how shall we provide for Brethren who suffer because of not unit-

ing with such an organization?

Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Referred to the following committee to prepare an

answer and report to Annual Meeting of 1904: D. L. Miller, D. C.

Campbell, Albert C. Wieand.

2. (a) We ask permission to dispense with the salutation be-

tween the supper and communion at love feasts. Answer by Dis-

trict Meeting of Denmark.—Request granted.

(b) We, the Egan church, petition Annual Meeting through

District Meeting to dispense with the salutation of the kiss be-

tween the partaking of the sacrament and Lord's supper. See Mark
14: 22.

(c) Farrenburg church requests District Meeting to petition

Annual Meeting to dispense with the salutation of the holy kiss

between the supper and communion on love feast occasions.

Answer: These queries were referred to the following com-
mittee to report next year: L. W. Teeter, Daniel Hays, Geo. S.

Arnold, Edward Frantz, J. H. Moore.

3. We petition Annual Meeting that each minister of the

Brethren church be properly equipped with credentials, setting

forth the party installing or ordaining him, the place and time of

his ordination, and the official position he holds in the church.

Answer: Request granted.

4. Is it in harmony with the Gospel and the welfare of the

church to have an address of welcome in the opening of our Dis-

trict and Annual Meetings?
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Answer: We decide that no address of welcome or speeches
of such character be made at Annual Meeting without unanimous
consent of Standing Committee.

5. Will not the Annual Meeting of 1903 decide that answers

formulated by committees upon questions referred to them shall be

published in the Gospel Messenger not later than April 15, so that

the membership may have opportunity to consider them before

meeting them in open conference?

Answer: Yes.

6. We petition Annual Meeting to reconsider the decision con-

cerning re-baptizing such as desire to come to us from the Old

Order Brethren church. We ask to have said decision so amended
as to admit into fellowship such as desire to come to us, having

been baptized according to the Gospel, both in mode and design, by

administrators who were ministers in good standing before they

left the church.

Answer: Referred to the following committee to report next
year: II. C. Early, Joseph Holsopple, G. W. Ellenberger, D. B.

Eby, J. C. Bright.

7. We request Annual Meeting so to change the present plan

for electing directors for the Brethren hospital that in the future

said directors be appointed by Standing Committee.

Answer: Request granted and in the future it shall be the

duty of the Standing Committee to appoint the directors of the

Brethren hospital and of the Annual Meeting to confirm such ap-

pointees as may meet approval.

8. We petition Annual Meeting to appoint a In-other to make
and keep a complete record of the buildings necessary; the kind

and amount of material needed to erect the same; the various

utensils used, the amount of provisions consumed each day; and such

other items concerning Annual Meeting as may be deemed proper,

for the information of successive Committees of Arrangements;

and, further, that the Committees of Arrangements shall pay the

expenses of this brother and give him a reasonable compensation

for his services.

Answer: Request granted.

9. We petition Annual Meeting to adopt the following resolu-

tion as the rule of faith and practice among us: That our church-

houses shall be open to secret organizations for funerals, only when
they dispense with their secret-order regalia and ceremonies.

Answer: Petition granted.
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10. Whereas the decisions of Annual Meeting concerning the

taking of likenesses of and by members is not heeded neither rever-

enced, and

Whereas Annual Meeting has decided that there is sufficient

legislation on this question (see Minutes of 1894, Art. 2, " Revised

Minutes," page 131), we therefore ask District Meeting of East-

ern Pennsylvania to petition Annual Meeting to decide that the

same course be pursued as is taken in the tobacco, dress and gold

questions, making it a test of delcgateship to District and Annual

Meetings.

Answer of District: We ask Annual Meeting so to decide that

delegates to Annual and District Meetings shall be asked if they

have their likenesses taken, and if so, if they have them out of

sight.

Answer: The following committee was appointed to take up
the entire question of likeness and pictures and report at next
Annual Meeting: John Herr, D. M. Garver, Andrew Hutchison.

11. We ask Annual Meeting, Is it proper for members of the

Brethren (or commonly known as Dunkards) to use the name of

u Dunkards" as part of the firm's name?

Answer: No.

12. The General Missionary and Tract Committee asks Annual

Meeting to approve of the following:

For the purpose of assisting in building meetinghouses there

shall be set apart and perpetuated a fund known as the Church Ex-

tension Fund of the General Missionary and Tract Committee.

This fund shall consist of:

1. All money due the Committee on loans in force at the time

of the passage of this paper, made on meetinghouses, and known on

the Committee's books as Meetinghouse Bills Receivable account.

2. Donations from time to time.

3. Special collections made once each year, at which time a

suitable sermon setting forth the needs and importance of church

extension work shall be preached. v

4. This fund shall be held in perpetuity and be loaned to con-

gregations on such easy terms as will in time enable them to pay

it back so the Committee can loan it again to build other houses.

By the adoption of this plan the words " either as a loan or do-

nation, or both, if need be," are stricken out of Sec. 4 of Con-

stitution and the words "by loan" inserted instead.

Gen. Miss. & Tract Com., Galen B. Royer, Sec.

Answer: Request granted.
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13. The General Missionary and Tract Committee asks An-
nual Meeting through Standing Committee for the privilege of

placing appropriate advertisements in their enlarged Sunday-school
paper.

Galen B. Royer, Sec.

Answer: Request granted.

REPORTS.

Brief Report of General Missionary and Tract Committee for Year
Ending March 31, 1903.

The membership in the several foreign fields is as follows:—

India, 495
Denmark and Sweden, . 104
Switzerland and France, 41

Total,

Membership one year ago,
.730

.398

Increase, 332

Missions have been sustained with good results in Arkansas,
Brooklyn, and Chicago. It is probable the Canada mission wall be
closed during the ensuing year.

Over one million pages of tracts have been sent out.

Sixteen State Districts have been helped in their work. Ten
houses of worship were assisted by donation and four by loans.

Financial.—World-Wide Fund.

Receipts from all sources,
Expenditures:

District Work,
Donations to building meetingh
Loans to build meetinghouses, .

Denmark and Sweden Mission,
Switzerland and France, ...

Utah Mission,

Canada Mission,

Arkansas Mission, .

North Carolina Mission,
Florida Mission,
Chicago Mission,
Brooklyn Mission
Annual Meeting committees,
Traveling secretaries

,

Annuities,
,

Other items,
,

$32,829 59

$ 3,592 00

ouses, 1,070

1,07 9

1,903

1,786

100

266

1,289

420

25 32

93 7 92

1,577 93

202 67

325 77

7,0 50 24

7,582 64

00

50

24

52

57

15

Total expenditures, $29,200 47
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Overdrawn last year, $ 1,041 84 $30,242 31

Balance on hands, , $ 2,587 28

Special Funds Show the Following Balances of Cash on Hand:
Gish Testament Fund, $ 516 79

India Funds, 6,022 06

Superannuated Ministers' Fund .... 1,931 25

Gish Publishing- Fund, 948 05

Interest-bearing- Funds, 341 10

Miscellaneous Funds, 1,519 66

A Few General Statements.

During the year the Committee received in all funds, cash,

$152,027.25, and appropriated $144,751.93.

The total assets of the Committee March 31, 1903, are, exclusive

of pledged endowments, $407,841.12, showing an increase during

the year of $54,682.76.

The Brethren Publishing House made a net earning of $13,-

494.20, of which $4,000 was used in missionary work, $3,000 placed

to reserve fund and the balance left in the business.

Persons desiring a complete report may have it sent free by ad-

dressing the General Missionary and Tract Committee, Elgin,

Illinois.

The Commitee: D. L. Miller, Illinois; L. W. Teeter, Indiana;

John Zuck, Iowa; A. B. Barnhart, Maryland; H. C. Early, Vir-

ginia.

Auditing Committee's Report.

To the Annual Meeting of 1903:

—

We, your Auditing Committee, appointed to examine the books
of the General Missionary and Tract Committee, including those

of the Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the following;

We examined all the accounts, books, checks, vouchers and se-

curities and found them correct.

R. C. Hollinger,

L. R. Peifer,

Aaron L. Clair.

Accepted and ordered spread on the Minutes of Annual Meet'
ing.

Report of Joseph Amick, Treasurer of Annual Meeting, for Year
Ending April 1, 1903.

He charges himself as follows:

To balance April 2, 1902, , . $18 8 10
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March 26, 1903, proceeds of Sales of Annual Meeting- Minutes, $189 60

$377 70

He asks credit as follows:

May 19, 1902, cash to Geo. E. Wise, fare to A. M., $47 85

(Delegate from Oregon.)
May 19, 1902, Com. Mt. Morris College, 111.

P. R. Keltner, $1194
Frank Myers, 9 00

David Rowland, 10

30 94

May 19, 1902, Com. to Huntingdon College, Pa.

Thos. Maddocks, $ 3

Jas. A. Sell, 3 60

. 6 60

May 19, 1902, Com. to North Manchester College, Ind.

A. H, Puterbaugh, $ 3 50

J. H. Wright, 2 40

Geo. L. Studebaker, 13 50

19 40

May 19, 1902, Com. to Poraine church, 111.

D. C. Campbell $25 25

D. F. Hoover 19 S5

P. R. Keltner, 13 02

58 12

May 20, 1902, Com. on Divorce.

M. J. McClure, 18 75

May 27, 1902, for Exchange, 3 drafts Home
National Bank 20

May 27, 1902, Com. Bridgewater College, Va.
H. G. Miller, . $ 3 00

S. A. Sanger, 1 50

H. C. Early, 1 50

• 6 00

$18 7 8 6

To balance on hand April 1, 1903, $189 84

Examined and approved by auditing committee for

Reuben C. Ilollinger,

Lewis R. Peifer,

Aaron L. Clair.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED.

On Resolutions.—G. B. Royer, H. C. Early, G. L. Stude-

baker.

Sunday-school Advisory Committee.—C. D. Bonsack, 3 years;

D. G. Wine, 1 year.

Tract Examining Committee.—Daniel Hays, re-elected.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting.—Joseph Amick, re-elected.

50
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Missionary and Tract Committee.—S. F. Sanger.
Messenger Advisory Committee.—Edward Frantz, re-elected.

Auditing Committee.— R. C. Hollingcr, re-elected.

School Visiting Committees.—Juniata College, T. B. Haddocks;
Bridgewater College, Peter Garber; Mt. Morris College, M. S.

Newcomer; McPherson College, Wm, Davis; Manchester College,

Geo. L. Studebaker, three years; L. II. Dickey, one year for un-
expired term of A. H. Puterbaugh, deceased; Lordsburg College,

J. W. Trostle, three years; S. G. Lehmer, two years; D. A. Nor-
cross, one year.

General Secretary of the Committee of Arrangements for An-
nual Meeting.—J. M. Shively, five years.

Missionaries.—William H. Wertenbaker, I. S. Long, Nora
Arnold, Sadie Miller, F. E. Showalter, Anna Detwiler, J. M. Blough,
Mary N. Quintet, S. P. Berkebile, and Nora E. Berkebile.

Committees to Churches:

West Dayton, Ohio: continued.

Cerrogordo, 111.: continued.

Liberty, 111.: continued.

Eastern Pennsyh^ania. continued.

Western Pa. and West Virginia: continued.

Kidder, Missouri: continued.

Upper Twin church, Ohio: D. C. Campbell, Solomon Bucklew,
David Billing, L. W. Teeter, Tobias Hoover.

Sugar Ridge, Mich.: I. L. Berkey, C. L. Wilkins, W. R.

Deeter.

LETTERS OF GREETING.
1. From Sweden.

To the brethren and sisters assembled in Annual Meeting 1903,

Greeting:

—

We, in District Meeting assembled at Kjeflinge April 12, 1903,

send herewith our heartfelt thanks fur the help and assistance we
have received in the past, and we desire in the future to continue
to press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling in Christ

Jesus, where Ave can meet our loved ones from the four winds of

the earth. We hope, and pray our heavenly Father, that he will

give you a blessed meeting and that the Holy Spirit may lead

you and us until we all meet at home. We have one question

to present as follows:

Wr
e ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting whether

Brethren may unite with the Swedish workmen's unions, and we
present the following for your consideration:



the Church of the Brethren 787

1. They are in no sense secret societies.

2. It is almost impossible for Brethren to get employment in

the cities if they do not unite with a union.

3. If it is not allowable for Brethren to unite with a union,

how shall we provide for Brethren who suffer because of not unit-

ing with such an organization?

A. W. Vaniman, .Moderator; J. M. Risberg, Clerk.

2. From Denmark.

To the Annual Meeting of the Brethren churches in America,
of 1903, from the District Meeting held in Hordurn, Denmark, Sept.

14, 1902, Greeting:—

We, the Brethren churches in Denmark, have Bro. Albert C.

Wieand, of Smithville, Ohio, our delegate to represent us at this

Annual Meeting.

We all join in sending our hearty thanks first to our Lord, and
next, to all our brethren and sisters in America, for the help and
assistance, both temporal and spiritual, received up to this day.

We are trying, in union and love, faithful to have the saving

Gospel (as believed and practiced by the Brethren) preached to

sinners, and our members edified. We commend ourselves to our
Lord and also to our beloved Brethren in America, hoping to have
their sympathy still in time to come, that the noble work of the

Lord may be forwarded for the salvation of sinners before Christ

shall come.

May the best blessings from God our Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all in this Conference and the whole
Brotherhood is our prayer. Amen,

In behalf of the Brethren churches in Denmark as a District.

Signed by elders C. C. Eskildsen, P. C. Paulsen, C. Hansen, Sec-

retary.

Answers to Letters of Greeting from Sweden and Denmark.

To all the Brethren and Sisters in Sweden and Denmark:

—

Your letter of greeting sent by your District Meeting has been

read in our open Conference, and was received by a unanimous
rising vote, and we all rejoice in your faithfulness, your earnest-

ness and your loyalty to the cause of the Master. We return to

you our sincere greetings in the Lord, commending you all to his

guidance and strength in your labors, as well as to him in all your

sufferings and sorrows.

May his peace ever abide with you until we are all united

around the Father's throne above is our prayer.
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Signed in behalf of the Annual Meeting by S. F. Sanger,

Moderator; I. Bennett Trout, Reading Clerk; Albert C. Wieand,

Writing Clerk.

3. From India.

Anklesvar, India, Jan. 2, 1903.

District Meeting of India sends greeting to Annua] Meeting of

1903;—

Dearly beloved in the Lord, inasmuch as we cannot represent

by person, we send you this letter. Our hearts were made glad to

have our dear Bro. Stover return to us, and especially to learn

of the interest you are taking in us here in India. We are very

thankful to our Father for his many blessings, and for your con-

tinued prayers and support. While some have gone to the other

side, in the main we have been well. Many have been baptized,

and as our work grows, remember we need your prayers more and

more, that faithful men may be placed at the head of the hum-
ble native churches to be organized from time to time. The out-

look is hopeful. We have now four centers of work, but the

work is one.

As you meet in council, we pray for you. May heaven bless

you all and guide us onward. Remember us before the Lord.

For the District Meeting, W. B. Stover, Moderator; A. Ebey,

Secretary; Mahadev Nonno, Gujerati Secretary.

;! the [injthren and Sisters in India;—
Your letter of greeting we gladly receive in the Lord and send

to you our most earnest words of love and greeting in return.

We are glad for the encouragement which you have received

in the great work before you, and we commend you to our Father

in heaven, under whose abiding care we all are. For all the be-

loved everywhere our hearts are burdened, and daily we pray for

you, thus seeking to sustain you in your cheerful though arduous

labors. God bless you all. Amen.
Signed in behalf of the Annual Meeting by S. F. Sanger, Mod-

erator; I. Bennett Trout, Reading Clerk; Albert C. Wieand, Writ-

ing Clerk.

P. S.— I am instructed to say that your letter was received by

a unanimous rising vote.—A. C. Wieand.

CALLS FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 1904.

(1) Middle Missouri, (2) California and Arizona, (3) Middle

Iowa, (4) Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas. The
next Annual Meeting is to be held in the District of Southern

Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas.
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RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS.

Your committee on resolutions reports as follows:

Resolved, That the Annual .Meeting of 1903 express her thanks:

1. To our Father in heaven for his care in bringing his people

together in this great Conference without accident, and for the

presence and blessing of his Spirit throughout the Conference.

2. To the Committee of Arrangements and their helpers for

the faithful performance of their duties.

3. To the Commercial Club of Beliefontaine, Ohio, who fur-

nished the grounds and buildings, with fixtures, queensware, cutlery,

etc., water, light and heat, policemen, and boarding for Committee

of Arrangements while arranging for the Conference, and all with-

out charge. The Club furnished also the trolley service from the

citv of Bellefontaine to the grounds.

4. To the citizens of Bellefontaine and vicinity who entertained

our people with generosity and hospitality.

5. To the several railroad companies for reduced rates and
safe transportation, and especially to the Big Four, the Toledo
and Ohio Central and the Wabash lines, who have pledged a re-

bate to the Committee of Arrangements.

6. To the pastors and members of the several churches of

Bellefontaine for opening their houses of worship to our min-
isters-.

Committee, Galen B. Royer, H. C. Early, G. L. Studebaker.

THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 1903.

1. First District of India, By letter

2. First District of Switzerland and France, G. J. Fercken
3. Sweden D. C. Campbell
4. Denmark, A. C. Wieand
5. Oregon, Washington and Idaho J. U. G. Stiverson

6. California and Arizona, Edmund Forney
7. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, ..Henry Brubaker
8. Texas and Southwestern Louisiana, Not represented

9. Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Northwestern
Oklahoma, G. W. Weddle

10. Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado, ....J. W. Jarboe
11. Southeastern Kansas, Salem Beery
12. Northeastern Kansas, William Davis

13. Nebraska, Conrad Fitz

14. Michigan, S. M. Smith
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15. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, ..II. C. Longanecker
16. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and South Dakota,

W. H. Lichty

17. Middle Iowa, John Zuck
18. Southern Iowa, John P. Bailey

19. First District of Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri,

..H. J. Lilly

20. Northern Missouri, J. D. Hildebrand

21. Middle Missouri, Chas. M. Yearout
22. Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas

George Barnhart

23. Southern Illinois, .Solomon Bucklew, J. H. Baker

24. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, I. B. Trout

25. Northern Indiana, S. F. Sanger
26. Middle Indiana, David Dilling

27. Southern Indiana, D. F. Hoover
28. Northwestern Ohio, L. H. Dickey

29. Northeastern Ohio, . W. F. England

30. Southern Ohio L. A. Bookwaiter
31. Western Pennsylvania, C. G. Lint

32. Middle Pennsylvania S. J. Swigart

33. Southern Pennsylvania, E. D. Book
34. Eastern Pennsylvania, John Herr

35. Western Maryland, . John T. Green

36. Middle Maryland David Zuck

37. Eastern Maryland Uriah Bixler

38. Second District of West Virginia, E. L. Lockard
39. First District of West Virginia, T. S. Fike

40. Second District of Virginia, H. G. Miller, J. P. Zigler

41. First District of Virginia, W. H. Naff

42. Tennessee, Jacob Wr
ine

43. North and South Carolina and Georgia, Geo. A. Branscom
S. F. Sanger, Moderator; I. Bennett: Trout, Reading Clerk;

Albert C. Wieand, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OE 1904.

Carthage, Mo.

After the usual religious exercises the following organization

was made: H. C. Early, Moderator ; I. D. Parker, Reading Clerk;

FI. B. Brumbaugh, Writing Clerk; W. C. Hanawalt, Doorkeeper.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. We ask Annual Meeting whether Brethren may unite with

the Swedish workmen's union, and we present the following for

y oU r c n s i d e r a t i o n

;

(1) They are in no sense secret societies.

(2) It is almost impossible for Brethren to get employment in

the cities if they do not unite with a union.

(3) If it is not allowable for Brethren to unite with a union,

how shall we provide for Brethren who suffer because of not unit-

ing with such an organization?

Sent to Annual Meeting.

Report of Committee.

Labor unions as now conducted often lead to violence, and
sometimes to riot and bloodshed, and as these are contrary to the

spirit and teaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we cannot allow

our members to unite with or belong to them. John 28: 36; Philpp.

2: 15.

As to providing for those in need, see Art. 18, Conference Min-

utes of 1888, page 137, " Revised Minutes."

D. L. Miller,

D. C. Campbell,

A. C. Wieand.

Answer: Report adopted.

2. (a) We ask permission to dispense with the salutation be-

tween the supper and communion at love feasts. Answer by dis-

trict meeting of Denmark.—Request granted.

(b) We, the Egan church, petition Annual Meeting through

district meeting to dispense with the salutation of the kiss between
the partaking of the sacrament and Lord's supper. See Mark 14:

22.

(c) Farrenburg church requests district meeting to petition

Annual Meeting to dispense with the salutation of the holy kiss

between the supper and communion on love feast occasions.

Answer: These queries were referred to the following com-
mittee to report next year: L. W. Teeter, Daniel flays, Geo. S.

Arnold, Edward Frantz, J. H. Moore.

Your committee regret that they are not ready to report at

this meeting. They ask that they be granted another year to

complete their investigation and perfect their report,

L. W. Teeter, Foreman.
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Answer: Request granted.

3. (a) We, the members of the George's Creek congregation,

petition Annual Meeting through district meeting to drop the

appellation German Baptist and Dunker or Tunker and retain the

old name Brethren. We ask this because of the dissatisfaction

in missionary work in having a national qualification in the name
German Baptist and the derisive use of the names Dunkard, Dunker
and Tunker.

(b) We, the Nocona church, Texas, ask Annual Conference

through our district conference that the name Dunker or Dunkard
be prohibited from being published by the Brethren Publishing

Blouse, as such names are misleading, and misrepresented by dic-

tionaries and commentaries, and are detrimental to the mission

work of the Brethren church.

Answer: Referred to the following committee with instruc-

tions to report to Annual Meeting of 1903: Elders L. W. Teeter,

J. H. Moore, L. T. Holsinger. (Art. S, 1902.)

Through legal counsel, which we regard as perfectly reliable,

we learn that there are no legal obstacles in the way of making a

change in our church name:
Therefore, we recommend that the name be changed from

German Baptist Brethren to New Testament Church.

L. W. Teeter,

J. H. Moore,

L. T. Holsinger.

Answer: Spread the report on the minutes for one year.

4. Whereas the decision of Annual Meeting concerning the

taking of likenesses of and by members is not heeded, neither rev-

erenced, and

Whereas Annual Meeting has decided that there is sufficient

legislation on this question (see Minutes of 1894, Art. 2,
il Revised

Minutes," page 131), we therefore ask district meeting of Eastern

Pennsylvania to petition Annual Meeting to decide that the same
course be pursued as is taken in the tobacco, dress and gold ques-

tions, making it a test of delegateship to District and Annual
Meetings.

Answer of District.—We ask Annual Meeting- so to decide that

delegates to Annual and district meetings shall be asked if they

have their likenesses taken, and if so, if they have them out of

sight.

Answer: The following committee was appointed to take up
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the entire question of likenesses and pictures and report at next
Annual Meeting: John Hcrr, D. M. Garver, Andrew Hutchison.

We, your committee on photos or likenesses, beg to submit the

following in the fear of God:

—

Whereas, Scripture references given in support of decisions on

the likeness question, as they now stand on the minutes, refer to

images of worship, we now decide to repeal all former decisions

on this question, and at the same time refer to Rom. 8: 5-7; Luke

16: 15; Gal. 5: 24, 25; 1 John 2: 15, 16, as standing strongly against

the practice.

We, therefore, in good faith, file our most earnest protest

against the present extravagant use of likenesses, photos, and re-

productions of crayon, and enjoin upon elders and ministers to

labor in harmony with this decision.

John Herr,

D. M. Garver,

Andrew Hutchison.

Answer: While not unmindful of the good intentions of the

Conferences passing the decisions regarding likenesses, we now
decide to repeal these decisions, and at the same time enter our
protest against the extravagant use of money for photographs.

5. We petition Annual Meeting to reconsider the decision con-

cerning rebaptizing such as desire to come to us from the Old Or-

der Brethren church. We ask to have said decision so amended

as to admit into fellowship such as desire to come to us, having

been baptized according to the Gospel, both in mode and design, by

administrators who were ministers in good standing before they

left the church. v

Answer: Referred to the following committee to report next

year: H. C. Early, Joseph Holsopple, G. W. Ellenberger, D. B.

Eby, J. C. Bright.
-

To the Annual Meeting, Carthage, Mo., May 24, 1904. Greet-

ing:—
Your committee decides against the petition for these reasons;

(1) The church is one body, with one Lord, one faith, one

baptism. 1 Cor. 12: 12; Col. 1: 18; Eph. 4: 5.

(2) All her members are baptized into the one body by the one

Spirit, and drink into one Spirit. 1 Cor. 12: 13.

(3) There should be no schism, or division, in the body. 1

Cor. 12: 25.

(4) The church, under the Holy Spirit, chooses her officials,

installs them into office, and authorizes them as ministers, Acts
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1: 23-26; 6: 5, 6; 1 Tim. 4: 14; Heb. 5: 1-4. It logically follows

that if a minister loses his membership, either by expulsion or with-

drawal, he loses his official authority and stands in the same re-

lation to the body officially as if he had never been a minister.

H. C. Early,

Joseph 1" f * il S( i] >pk\

Geo. W. Ellenberger,

D. B. Eby,

John Calvin Bright.

Answer: That the report of the committee be spread on the.

minutes one year.

QUERIES.

1. (a) To the Annual Meeting of 1904, Greeting;—We recom-

mend that some plan be adopted by Annual Meeting to obviate

the crowding and pressing as wed as delay of time by the dele-

gates to get before the committee on credentials.

Answer.—The First District of Virginia suggests the follow-

ing plan: Have uniform credential certificates printed, setting

forth the requirements of Annual Meeting. Let each clelegate

when elected sign the certificate showing that he is in harmony

with the requirements, and let him present this certificate to the

committee on credentials, properly signed by the church he repre-

sents. If the committee have reason to do so they may still ask all

the necessary questions.

(b) The New Enterprise church asks Annual Meeting through

district meeting, to authorize a form containing the qualifications

of delegates to Annual Meeting that may be subscribed to by dele-

gates and witnessed by the clerk of the local congregation, thus

curtailing the labor of the committee on credentials and relieving

the delegates from unnecessary delay in securing an audience be-

fore the committee.

(c) Inasmuch as the present plan of examining delegates to

the Annual Meeting is not satisfactory, we, the Elgin church, ask

Annual Meeting through district meeting of Northern Illinois and

Wisconsin to appoint a committee of three to draw up such regula-

tions or to provide such a plan as would properly cover the purpose

of committee on credentials and report to the Annual Meeting of

1905. Answer.—Passed. Answer by district meeting.—Passed to

Annual Meeting.

Answer: The foregoing queries placed in the hat
)llowing committee with instructions to prepare a for

hands of the

following committee with instructions to prepare a form and re-
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port to next Annual Meeting: I. B. Trout, Geo. L. Studebaker,

I. J. Rosenberger.

2. (a) The Middle Creek church petitions Annual Meeting

through district meeting of Western Pennsylvania that the decision

in Minutes of 1894, Art, 2, under heading of " Resolutions from

Standing Committee," be repealed, and that all mission money

be used exclusively for mission purposes.

The resolution reads as follows: "Resolved, that the expenses

of the committee appointed to visit the churches of Western Penn-

sylvania and the First District of West Virginia be paid by the

General Missionary and Tract Committee."

(b) The Middle District of Pennsylvania petitions Annual

Meeting, asking that the decision in minutes of 1894, Art. 2, un-

der heading of "Resolutions from the Standing Committee" be

repealed, and that all "mission money' be used exclusively for

mission purposes. The resolution referred to reads as follows:
u Resolved that the expenses of the committee appointed to visit

the churches of Western Pennsylvania and the First District of

Virginia be paid by the General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee."

Answer: We decide that Art. 2, Annual Meeting Minutes of

1894, under " Resolutions from Standing Committee," and the de-

cision pertaining to the expense of the committee to Eastern Penn-
sylvania, found in minutes of 1892, be repealed, and that the ex-

penses of all committees appointed by Annual Meeting, that are not
otherwise provided for, shall be paid out of the Annual Meeting
treasury.

3. When a district meeting appoints a committee of two

elders on ordination according to the decision of Annual Meeting

(see Art. 16, section 2, page 70, ''Revised Minutes"), and at the

time set for the elders to meet with the church to which they

are sent, one of the elders is unavoidably prevented from at-

tending, can another elder be substituted if one is present, if done

by the unanimous sanction of the elders and members of the

church present, or must the ordination be deferred until the elders

appointed by district meeting can be present?

Passed to district meeting. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Another elder can be substituted by the elder who
cannot go, as in committees appointed to settle difficulties in

churches. See Art. 15, 1858, page 81, "Revised Minutes."

4. We, the Washington City church, petition Annual Meet-

ing of 1904, through district meeting of Eastern Maryland, to direct
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that the topics with notes, helps, etc., for the Christian Workers'

meeting be published in the Gospel Messenger.

Answer: This meeting refers the request to the General Mis-
sionary and Tract Committee.

5. We ask Annual Meeting through district meeting to say

whether it is right according to the Gospel for Brethren and es-

pecially ministers to purchase phonographs and stereopticon out-

fits and hold entertainments in schoolhouses through the different

churches, post bills for such entertainments and charge admittance

thereto, thereby causing hard feelings.

Answer: We think it wrong, according to the tenor of the

Gospel, for a minister to do as stated in the query, and we recom-
mend that, inasmuch as it is the abuse and not the use of the

instruments named in the query that is wrong, all of our brethren

should exercise great care in their use.

6. Morrill church assembled in regular council do hereby pe-

tition Annual Meeting through district meeting of Northeastern

Kansas that no brother or sister be permitted to solicit funds in

any church for any purpose whatever until such solicitors shall

first present proper credentials from their home church to the

elder or official body of the church in which they desire to solicit

for approval.

Answer: We recommend that all members soliciting aid for

any cause, in churches other than their own, carry with them
proper credentials as solicitors.

7. We, the Los Angeles church, petition Annual Meeting

through district meeting to make a fourth Annual Meeting district,

known as the Coast District, and to include all States west of

110th meridian west longitude. This so to be an alternative

district to have the Annual Meeting once while the other districts

have it twice. ,

Answer: Request granted.

8. To the Standing Committee and Annual Meeting of 1904:—

The General Missionary and Tract Committee respectfully submits

the following for your approval:

Ministerial and Missionary Relief Fund.

This fund shall be used for the support of aged and infirm

missionaries and ministers in good standing in the German Baptist

Brethren church, who may be left without other means of support.

It shall be under the management of the General Missionary and

Tract Committee of said church.
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The fund shall be composed of twenty per cent of the Gish

Fund, twenty per cent of the earnings of the Brethren Publishing

House, annually set apart for mission work, cash donations, in-

come from endowments either by direct bequest, gift or on the

annuity plan, and by money received from those who enjoy a full

support from the fund.

No one shall receive aid from this fund who is able to support

himself, or who has sufficient income to keep him in a comfortable

home and afford him the necessaries of life, or who has sons or

daughters who are able and willing to give the aid sought.

No one shall receive full support from the fund unless all

money or property that he may have be turned over to the com-

mittee to be invested and the interest used for the aid of the bene-

ficiaries of the fund. If the beneficiary is in possession of a home
he shall deed it to the committee for endowment, retaining the

use of same for himself and widow, if he leave one, during their

lifetime.

In order to receive aid from the fund application must be made
to the congregation in which the one desiring aid has his member-

ship. The applicant must have served the church faithfully as a

missionary or minister and must be in good standing in the church

when the application is made.

It shall be the duty of the congregation carefully, to investi-

gate the needs of the applicant, his means of support and prop-

erty owned by him, and if the applicant comes within, and com-

plies with, the rules governing the fund, a formal application may
be made, signed by the elder in charge of the church and by at

least one minister or deacon. This shall be made on printed blanks

to be furnished by the secretary of the committee. No application

for aid will be considered unless made on blanks supplied for that

purpose.

Upon the death of the beneficiary the aid shall cease unless he

leaves a widow, who shall receive such aid from the fund as the

church in which she lives may consider her entitled to. Widows of

missionaries and ministers may receive aid from the fund under the

rules provided for their husbands.

The committee shall not incur any indebtedness on account of

the fund, and may grant aid only when there is money on hand

to pay the required amount.

Answer: Approved by Annual Meeting.

9. To the Standing Committee:—In view of the peculiar rela-

tion which the Missionary Committee sustains to the general
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Brotherhood, it asks that its members be exempt from serving on
any committee work to the churches as long as they serve on the

Mis s i onary Committe e

.

Answer: Request granted.

REPORTS.

Report of General Missionary and Tract Committee.

To the Annual Alee ting of 1904:

Your committee is pleased to submit this brief report for the

year ending March 31, 1904, and in doing so wishes to acknowledge
its great indebtedness to the " Lord of the harvest " for what
has been clone.

The year is one of marked growth. At conference last year a

number of missionaries were offered and at the same time their

support was pledged. This year there are a number more of organ-
izations pledging support, but workers who are fitted for service

are not very plentiful. The church lias come to a time when more
prayer to the Lord that he may send laborers is needed, for with

such praying there will come more setting apart for this important

work.

In addition to this special support mentioned above, the re-

ceipts for missions are decidedly increased, as anyone will dis-

cover if he takes the time to compare the complete report of one
year ago with the one submitted this year.

As to the field, India reports 271 baptisms during 1903, and
later information gives several hundred in this year. The workers

are happy in their labors of love, and burdened only by the sinful-

ness of heathendom and their weakness in coping with the condi-
tions because of their few numbers. Yet they forget not that

might is with the Lord.

In Denmark and Sweden Brother Vaniman has been doing a

good work. The ingathering is not so large, but conditions are

quite different from India. The fact that he has built up the work
so well and by the grace of God brought others into the fold is

a very great encouragement for that field.

Near the close of the fiscal year France and Switzerland,

under the direction of Brother Fercken, witnessed an encourag-

ing ingathering. The church in these missions is much built up.

As for America and the various mission points, both city and

country, under the care of the board, there has been progress.

Each point has had its own difficulties, discouragements and suc-

cesses. Yet onward has been the motto at each place.
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Excluding the interest-bearing funds, the receipts for the year

are as follows:

World-wide fund, $36,289 09

India fund, 15,917 2 8

Less transferred from the world-wide
fund

_

$2,681 52

Interest-bearing' funds, 2,500

$5,181 52 10,735 76

Church extension fund, 933 21

Superannuated ministers' fund, 827 55

Colored mission in Arkansas, , 210 92

Gish publishing- fund, 4,635 56

Gish Testament fund 233 38

Miscellaneous funds, 2,182 60

Total receipts $56,048 07

The expenditures have been as follows:

World-wide fund $33,772 98

Of this transferred to India fund, 2, OS 1 52 $31,091 46

India fund, 17,150 67

Church extension, . .
.

- 750 00

Superannuated ministers' fund, 96 00

Colored missions in Arkansas, 217 00

Gish publishing fund, . 4.409 82

Total expenditures, $53,714 95

It will be of interest to know that during the year the assets

of the Committee, which is practically all in the endowment, has

been increased $71,370.19. This does not include the pledged en-

d owment contracts.

The Publishing House is in a prospering condition. More

room is needed and is being provided for. The various publica-

tions are steadily winning their way into new homes.

But this report is necessarily very brief. A complete one

containing 52 pages will be mailed anyone for the asking. It an-

swers many questions concerning the missions of the church.

The new year already well along shows every sign of still

greater success for the Lord's cause. May he not find many,

many through whom he can accomplish much more for the lost?

May there be a deeper love, a more abiding faith, and a greater

willingness to sacrifice for Christ's sake than ever before.

R e s pe c t fu 1 1y s ubm i 1 1 e d

,

The Committee: D. L. Miller, John Zuck, A. B. Barnhart,

H, C. Early, S. F. Sanger.
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Auditing Committee's Report.

To the Annual Meeting of 1904:

We, your committee appointed to examine the books of the

General Missionary and Tract Committee, including those of the

Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the following:

We footed all the items of Cash Book of the Brethren Publish-

ing House, checked the totals through posting- into the ledger;

proved the ledger; followed the balances into the balance sheet,

examined carefully the statement of resources and liabilities as

set forth in the report herewith presented, and find the work cor-

rect in every particular.

We compared the donations to the several mission funds

published in the Missionary Visitor with the books of the Com-

mittee, proved all the pages of the cash book; checked the amount

into the ledger and through to the financial statement herewith sub-

mitted to your body, and found the same true and correct.

We made a careful examination of securities held by the Com-

mittee and find them all right. Vouchers were presented for every

expenditure and all moneys handled in a careful, judicious and

business-like maimer.
Lewis R. Peifer,

Aaron L, Clair,

Jacob P. Holsinger.

Report of Annual Meeting Treasurer for Year Ending

April 1, 1904.

By Jos. Amick, Treasurer.

He charges himself as follows:

To cash balance on hand, April 1, 1903, $189 84

June 8, 1903, to cash refunded by J. U. G. Stiverson 130
March 23, 1904, proceeds of Annual Meeting Minutes of 1903, .. 197 80

Total, $388 94

He asks credit as follows:

May 2 6, 1903, D. I* Miller, telegram Stand-

ing Committee 1

, . . . $ 35

June 1, 1903, J. H. Neher, Fruitdale, Ala.,

expenses (com.) 3 6 36

June 1, 1903, Com. to North Manchester College, Ind.

J. H. Wright, $ 3 00

W. R. Deeter, 5 00

Geo. L. Studebaker, '. 10 00 18 00

June 1, 1903, P. R. Keltner, committee work,
Liberty church, III., 1225

June 1, 1903, Com. to Bridgewater College, Va.

H. C. Early, 3 3 30
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H. G. Miller $ 2

Peter Garber, 4 50 $ 9 80
June 1, 1903, J. U. G. Stiverson, half expenses

delegate Oregon, Idaho and Wash.,... 43 35
June 1, 1903, Com. to McPherson, College, Kane.

Uriah Shick, $12 00
Michael Keller, 11 47 23 4 7

June 11, 19 03, Com. to Juniata College, Pa.
James A. Sell, $ 9 00
Thos. B. Haddocks, 9 05 is 05

Aug. 13, 1903, L. W. Teeter, for legal opinion
on church name, 10 45

Aug. 31, 1903, Com. to Mt. Morris College, 111.

C. C. Price, $ 5 00
Frank Myers, 9 00
David Rowland, 9 2 3

Exchange draft, 20

Balance on hand April 1, 1904, „ $19 3 66

$388 94

Examined and approved by auditing committee for

Lewis R. Peifer,

Aaron L. Clair,

Jacob P. Holsinger.

Report of Hospital Trustees.

The trustees of hospital had several meetings, have adopted
constitution and by-laws, but, unfortunately, a combination of cir-

cumstances has been such that we cannot report much progress.

We have not been able to secure workers who could give this their

entire time, and until we do so not much can be done. The time
of H. P. Albaugh expires at this meeting as trustee, and you
should reappoint him or appoint his successor. Respectfully sub-
mitted.

Galen B. Rover, Chairman of Trustees.

Answer: Report accepted by Annual Meeting.

Committees Appointed.

On Resolutions.—J. G. Royer, J. A. Dove, G. N. Falkenstein.

Sunday School Advisory Committee.—H. P. Albaugh.

Tract Examining Committee.—T. C. Denton.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting.—R. E. Arnold.

Missionary and Tract Committee.—A. B. Barnhart, H. C.

Early.

Messenger Advisory Committee.—Geo. S. Arnold.

Auditing Committee.—L. R. Peifer.

51
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School Visiting Committees.—Juniata College, D. B. Stayer;
Bridgewater College, H. G. Miller; Mt. Morris College, David
Rowland; McPherson College, Michael Keller; North Manchester
College, W. R. Deeter; Lordsburg College, Geo. Chemberlen.
Committees to Churches:

West Dayton, Ohio; L. T. Holsinger, I. D. Parker, G. L.

Studebaker.

Eastern Pennsylvania: D. Hays, W. R. Deeter, Uriah Bixler.

Killbuck, Ind.: I. D. Parker, Daniel Snell, A. G. Crosswhite.
Bear Creek, W. Va.; C. G. Lint, Jeremiah Thomas, D. B.

Arnold.

Summitville, Ind.: I. D. Parker, Daniel Snell, D. F. Hoover.
Western Pennsylvania: Submitted to the elders of the district,

but committee retained for advice and counsel if needed.
Trustee of the General Conference.—D. M. Garver, elected to

fill the vacancy caused by the death of Henry prantz.

Southwestern Passenger Association.—W. C. Hanawalt.

LETTERS OF GREETING.

1. From Sweden.

To the Annual Meeting of 1904:

We, in district meeting assembled, hereby send to all our
brethren and sisters in America our heartfelt thanks for all the help
and assistance to the present time, and hope to be remembered by
you in the future; and promise, by the help of God, like Paul, to

' press forward toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of

God in Christ Jesus." We trust that the blessing of God will rest

upon your meeting, and that the Holy Ghost may help you and us

in our labors in the Gospel, is our united prayer.

In behalf of the district meeting.

A. W. Vaniman, Moderator.

J. M. Risberg, Secretary.

Answer to Letter of Greeting from Sweden.

Carthage, Missouri, May 25th, 1904.

To the Lord's children in Sweden we send Greeting:

Dear Brethren and Sisters, your greeting of love to the church
in Annual Meeting assembled was gladly and lovingly received.

And we hereby return a hearty greeting of good will, feeling to

praise the Lord for what he is doing for his working band. And
also pray that his blessings may continue with his people in every

land.

Signed by the officers of this Conference: LI. C. Early, Moder-
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ator; I. D. Parker, Reading Clerk; H. B. Brumbaugh, Writing

Clerk.

2. From Denmark.

To the Annual Meeting of the Brethren churches in America,

of 1904, Greeting:

We, in district meeting assembled, at Sindal, Denmark, Aug. 30,

1903, desire hereby to express our gratitude for the interest that

the Brotherhood in America has shown us during the past years

and for the help they have given us to the present time. We have

no query to present this year, but desire hereby to send our greet-

ings and an expression of our love and appreciation. We are still

pressing forward, trying to do what we can, and ask an interest in

your prayers that souls may be saved and the work may move
forward. Our prayer is that the grace of the Lord and our Sav-

ior Jesus Christ may be with you in your meeting, and that the

Conference will result in much good to those present as well as

for the whole Brotherhood.

In behalf of the Brethren churches of Denmark: C. C. Es-

kildsen, P. C, Poulsen, C. Hansen, Sec.

Answer to Letter of Greeting from Denmark.

Carthage, Mo., May 25, 1904.

To the dear Brethren and Sisters in Denmark, Greeting:

We wish to say to you that your letter of greeting to the

church in Annual Meeting assembled has been lovingly received.

And we hereby return to you a cheerful greeting of love, feeling to

praise the Lord for what he is doing for his people. And also to

pray that his great blessings may ever abide with his faithful work-

ers in every land.

Signed by the officers of this conference: H. C. Early, Moder-

ator; I. D. Parker, Reading Clerk; H. B. Brumbaugh, Writing

Clerk.

3. From India.

To the Brethren's Annual Meeting of 1904, assembled, Car-

thage, Mo., Greeting in the Lord:

Dearly beloved and richly blessed of God, we your brethren and

sisters composing the band of workers in India, rejoice in the

Lord because he has blessed us all in many, many ways. We
were indeed ungrateful did we not rejoice in him. We were very

thankful for what our Father has done for you, for us, for the

work We are thankful that we have all been spared, we who have

been here for some time. We are thankful for the new workers,
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who brought courage and enthusiasm with them. We who just

lately arrived are thankful for the safe and happy voyage, for the

greeting of loved ones of like precious faith, for the warm recep-

tion as new workers. All are thankful for the many gathered

into the fold and for the prospects of the work. Brethren, you
have made our thankfulness possible by your interest, your assis-

tance, your prayers. As you meet we think of you and we know
you will not forget us. May the Lord fill you with all good,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

In behalf of the missionaries: S. N. McCann, W. B. Stover,

D. L, Forney, Adam Ebey.

Answer to Letter of Greeting from India.

Carthage, Mo., May 25, 1904.

To the faithful band of workers in India, Greeting:

Dear brethren and sisters, your letter of love to the church in

Annual Meeting assembled was joyfully received. And we hereby
return to yotl a cheerful greeting of love and good will, feeling to

praise the Lord for what he is, and has been, doing for his people.

And also to pray that his blessings may ever abide with his people

in every land.

Signed by the officers of this conference: H. C. Early, Moder-
ator; I. D. Parker, Reading Clerk; H. B. Brumbaugh, Writing
Clerk.

4. From France and Switzerland.

The members of the mission of the Brethren church in France

and Switzerland send fraternal greetings to Annual Meeting of

1904, with heartfelt thanks for the interest, help and assistance,

both temporal and spiritual, faithfully continued to these two con-

tinental fields. We trust they will never fail us as we go on here,

laboring amid sore trials and difficulties to proclaim the truth of

Jesus and unfurl the banner of primitive Christianity. The day

of glorious opportunities is short, and the night is fast coming.

May we all continue faithful to our high calling, that our path

may be as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the

perfect day. As you meet in council, pray for us, as we will surely

pray for you, that the great Head of the church, Jesus Christ, may
bless and guide you in all your deliberations.

G. J. Fercken, Chairman.

Answer to Letter of Greeting from France and Switzerland.

Carthage, Mo., May 25, 1904.

To the dear brethren and sisters in France and Switzerland,

Greeting;
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We wish to say to you that your letter of greeting to the

church in Annual Meeting assembled has been lovingly received.

And we hereby send to you a hearty greeting of love in return,

feeling to praise the Lord for what he has been doing for you and

us. And pray that his blessings may ever abide with his faithful

workers in every land.

Signed by the officers of this meeting: H. C. Early, Moderator;

I. D. Parker, Reading Clerk; H. B. Brumbaugh, Writing Clerk.

Calls for Annual Meeting of 1905.

(1) Tennessee, (2) Southern Pennsylvania. The next An-

nual Meeting will be held in Tennessee.

Resolutions of Thanks.

Your committee on resolutions reports as follows:

Resolved, that Annual Meeting of 1904 express her thanks:

1. To our heavenly Father for his watch care over his people

in bringing them to this conference without accident, and for the

presence and blessing of the Holy Spirit throughout its several

sessions.

2. To the Committee of Arrangements and their helpers for

the faithful performance of their many duties.

3. To the Commercial Club of the city of Carthage, Mo., who
furnished the grounds and buildings, 'together with the furnishings

and fixtures, and police service. Also for courtesies shown the*

Committee of Arrangements while preparing for the conference.

4. To the citizens of Carthage and vicinity who so generously

and hospitably entertained our people while in attendance at con-

ference.

5. To the several railroads for reduced rates and the excellent

train service furnished; and especially to the initial lines—the

Frisco and Missouri Pacific—for the rebates pledged to the Com-

mittee of Arrangements.

6. And to the pastors of the several churches of the city of

Carthage for opening their churches to our ministers.

Committee,

J. G. Royer,

J. A. Dove,

G. N. Falkenstein.

The Standing Committee for 1904. .

1. North and South Carolina and Georgia, John C. Woodie

2. Tennessee, N. B. Shcrfy
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3. First District of Virginia, P. S. Miller, C. D. Hylton
4. Second District of Virginia, Daniel Hays, H. C. Early
5. First District of West Virginia George S. Arnold
6. Second District of West Virginia, Z. Annon
7. Eastern Maryland,' Samuel H. Utz
8. Middle Maryland, . .• A. B. Barnhart
9. Western Maryland, W. E Sines

10. Eastern Pennsylvania I. W. Taylor, J. H. Longanecker
11. Southern Pennsylvania, William A. Anthony
12. Middle Pennsylvania, H. B. Brumbaugh
13. Western Pennsylvania, ....D. H. Walker, Jasper Barnthouse
14. Southern Ohio, J. C. Bright, Daniel M. Garber
15. Northeastern Ohio, C. J. Workman
16. Northwestern Ohio, David Lytic
17. Southern Indiana, L. W. Teeter
18. Middle Indiana, I. D. Parker, L. EE Eby
19. Northern Indiana, W. R. Deeter, I. L. Berkey
20. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, ........... . Jo'hn Heckman
21. Southern Illinois S. W. Garber
22. Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas, . . F. W. Dove
23. Middle Missouri G. W. Eentz
24. Northern Missouri, M. E. Stair

25. First District of Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri,

Ira P. Eby
26. Southern Iowa, E. G. Rodabaugh
27. Middle Iowa, I, W. Brubaker
28. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and South Dakota

.J. E. Rolston
29. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, J. A. Weaver
30. Michigan, Q L. Wilkins
31. Nebraska, S. M. Forney
32. ' Northeastern Kansas, R A. Yoder
33. Southeastern Kansas, E. M. Wolfe
34. Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado, .. A. C. Daggett
35. Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Northwestern

Oklahoma, Geo. E. Stude baker
36. Texas and Southwestern Louisiana,

J. A. Miller

37. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, N. S. Gripe
38. California and Arizona S. E. Yundt
39. Oregon, Washington and Idaho,

J, EI. Stover
40. Denmark/ By letter

41. Sweden, By letter

42. First District of Switzerland and France, By letter
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43. First District of India, .D. L. Forney

H, C. Early, Moderator.

I. D. Parker, Reading Clerk.

H. B. Brumbaugh, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1905.

Bristol, Term.

After devotional exercises, Conducted by Elder. L. W. Teeter,

the organization of the meeting was announced as follows: Mod-

erator, John Zuck; Reading Clerk, D. F. Hoover; Writing Clerk,

A. G. Cross white; Doorkeeper, J. S, Geiser.

Unfinished Business.

1. (a) We ask permission to dispense with the salutation be-

tween the supper and communion at love feasts.

Answer by district meeting of Denmark.—Request granted.

(b) We, the Egan church, petition Annual Meeting through

district meeting to dispense with the salutation of the kiss between

the partaking of the sacrament and Lord's Supper. See Mark 14:

22.

(c) Farrenburg church requests district meeting to petition

Annual Meeting to dispense with the salutation of the holy kiss

between the supper and communion on love feast occasions.

Answer: These queries were referred to the following com-

mittee to report next year; L, W. Teeter, Daniel Hays, Geo. S.

Arnold, Edward Frantz, J. H. Moore.

Your committee regret that they are not ready to report at

this meeting. They ask that they be granted another year to com-

plete their investigation and perfect their report.

E. W. Teeter, Foreman.

Answer: Request granted.

Report on Salutation Question.

With one member of the committee a b sent, we do not sec our

way clear to present, for consideration at this conference, a united

answer to the papers on the salutation question.

E. W. Teeter,

F). Hays,

Edward Frantz,

J. H. Moore.
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2. We petition Annual Meeting to reconsider the decision con-

cerning rebaptizing such as desire to come to us from the Old
Order Brethren church. We ask to have said decision so amended
as to admit into fellowship such as desire to come to US, having

been baptized according to the Gospel, both in mode and design,

by administrators who were ministers in good standing before they

left the church.

Answer: Referred to the following committee to report next
year: H. C. Early, Joseph Holsopple, G. W. Ellenberger, D. B.

Eby, J. C. Bright

To the Annual Meeting, Carthage Mo., May 24, 1904. Greet-

ing:

Your committee decides against the petition for these reasons:

(1) The church is one body, with one Lord, one faith, one

baptism. 1 Cor. 12: 12; Col. 1: 18; Eph. 4: 5.

(2) All her members are baptized into the one body by the

one Spirit, and drink into one Spirit. 1 Cor. 12; 13.

(3) There should be no schism, or division, in the body. 1

Cor. 12: 25.

(4) The church, under the Holy Spirit, chooses her officials,

installs them into office, and authorizes them as ministers. Acts

1: 23-26; 6: 5, 6; 1 Tim. 4: 14; Ileb. 5: 1-4. It logically follows that

if a minister loses his membership, either by expulsion or with-

drawal, he loses his official authority and- stands in the same re-

lation to the body officially as if he had never been a minister.

H. C. Early,

Joseph Holsopple,

Geo. W. Ellenberger,

D. B. Eby,

John Calvin Bright.

Answer: That the report of the committee be spread on the
minutes one year.

Answer: The report of committee adopted. .

3. (a) To the Annual Meeting of 1904, Greeting: We recom-

mend that some plan be adopted by Annual Meeting to obviate

the crowding and pressing as well as delay of time by the delegates

to get before the committee on credentials.

Answer: The First District of Virginia suggests the following
plan: Have uniform credential certificates printed, setting forth
the requirements of Annual Meeting. Let each delegate when
elected sign the certificate showing that he is in harmony with the
requirements, and let him show this certificate to the committee on
credentials, properly signed by the church he represents. If the
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committee have reason to do so they may still ask all the neces-

sary questions.

(b) The New Enterprise church asks Annual Meeting through

district meeting, to authorize a form containing the qualifications

of delegates to Annual Meeting that may be subscribed to by dele-

gates and witnessed by the clerk of the local congregation, thus

curtailing the labor of the committee on credentials, and relieving

the delegates from unnecessary delay in securing an audience be-

bore the committee.

(c) Inasmuch as the present plan of examining delegates to

the Annual Meeting is not satisfactory, we, the Elgin church, ask

Annual Meeting through district meeting of Northern Illinois and

Wisconsin to appoint a committee of three to draw up such reg-

ulations or to provide such plan as would properly cover the

purpose of committee on credentials and report to the Annual

Meeting of 1905.

Answer: Passed. Answer by district meeting.—Passed to

Annual Meeting.
Answer: The foregoing queries placed in the hands of the fol-

lowing committee with instructions to prepare a form and report

to next Annual Meeting: I. B. Trout, Geo. L, Studebaker, I. J.

Rosenberger.

Report of Committee Appointed to Provide Credentials for

Delegates to Annual Meeting.

Credential for Delegates to Annual Meeting,

Name of State District,

Name of congregation,

Name of delegate,

Official position of delegate" (If any),

This is to certify that •
has been

chosen to represent the above-named congregation at the Annual

Meeting, to be held at ,
Date,

We recommend *or
• - • •

Spiritual life and character and as being in full accord with the

rules and practices of the church as defined by Annual Meeting.

Signed,
Elder of Congregation.

Clerk of Congregation.

I, the undersigned delegate, do not use, raise, buy or sell tobac-

co. (See Art. 7, minutes of A. M., 1896, p. 165, " Revised Minutes

of Annual Meeting.")
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I do not wear gold as forbidden by the Scriptures. (See 1 Tim.
2: 9; 1 Peter 3: 3; also Art. 14, minutes of A. M., 1897, p. 126,
" Revised Minutes of Annual Meeting.")

I endorse and defend plainness in apparel and nonconformity to
the world in our manner of life as the Scriptures teach. See Rom.
12: 1, 2; Titus 2: 11-14; 1 Peter 1: 14; 4: 1-5.)

I, the undersigned delegate, accept the above credential and I

am willing to work in harmony with the rules of the Brotherhood.
Signed, Delegate.

Signed by Committee,

I. B. Trout,

1. J. Rosenberger,

Geo. L. Studebaker.

Passed.

4. As clerk of the late Annual Conference, I have been ap-
prised of the fact that the wrong answer appears in our late

Minutes to query No. 7, page 8. I know not how the mistake
should have occurred. The query and answer should have appeared
thus, instead of the way they now stand in the Minutes:

We, the Los Angeles church, petition Annual Meeting, through
district meeting to make a fourth Annual Meeting district, known
as the Coast District, and include all of the States west of the 110th
meridian, west longitude. This so to be an alternative district as

to have the Annual Meeting once while the other districts have it

twice.

Answer: Decided to make the fourth Annual Meeting district,
known as the Coast District, and that this district shall have the
meeting as often as wisdom, gained by experience and otherwise,
may direct.

H. B. Brumbaugh.
Answer: Decided to correct the minutes of 1904 concerning

above-mentioned mistake.

Queries.

1. (a) We, the Monitor church, of Oklahoma, in regular coun-
cil petition Annual Meeting through district meeting to prohibit
members from engaging in the sale of playing cards, dice, dia-

monds, gold rings, gold watches and other articles of display, and
refer to the following: w Revised Minutes," page 180, Art. 15,

1892; also page 125, Art. 19tS, 1891.

(b) Good Hope church, Sterling, Colo., in regular quarterly
council, asks Annual Meeting through district meeting to prohibit
members who are engaged in mercantile business from selling such
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articles as playing cards, dice, dominoes, and such articles of dis-

play as diamonds, rings and gold chains.

The following committee was appointed to consider above

papers and report to Annual Meeting of 1906: T. C. Denton,

D. F. Hoover, I. J. Rosenberger.

2. Whereas the method of saving orphan and homeless chil-

dren adopted by the District of Oklahoma and Indian Territory has

proven successful and economical, such children being gathered

and placed in Christian families, where they are properly trained

and educated, and much good is being done: Therefore, the dis-

trict meeting of Oklahoma and Indian Territory, 1904, petition An-

nual Meeting of 1905 to recommend that a similar method be adopt-

ed by the various State districts, so that orphan and homeless

children be gathered from both country and city and placed in

select families; also, that the different districts cooperate with each

other, in harmony with the laws of the State, so that the greatest

amount of good may be done.

Answer: We heartily endorse the work of the district of Ok-
lahoma and Indian Territory in saving the homeless children, and

urge that our several districts awaken to this important work.

3. (a) Good Hope church, Sterling, Colo., in regular quarterly

council, asks Annual .Meeting through district meeting to have the

General Missionary and Tract Committee to examine all text-books

used by the Brethren schools, and prohibit their use if not in ac-

cordance with the doctrine of the Bible and German Baptist Breth-

ren church.

(b) Cedar church petitions Annual Meeting through the dis-

trict meeting that the present system of visiting committees to our

schools be discontinued, and that a board of live capable and well-

established elders be chosen to pass upon all questions of a moral

and religious character growing out of the management of such

schools. Said board to report annually to the Annual Meeting

through the Standing Committee their findings, and that all schools

authorized by Annual Meeting shall make through their president

annual reports to said board of the moral and spiritual progress,

and, when deemed necessary by this board, it shall make personal

visits to any or all of said schools, and the expenses thereof be

provided for by the Annual Meeting.

(c) Mineral Creek church petitions Annual Meeting through

the district meeting of Middle Missouri to arrange for the owner-

ship and control of the Brethren's schools by the church; and for

this purpose appoint a committee of seven brethren to arrange a
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plan to embrace: First, Establishment; Second, Endowment;
Third, Government, according to the principles of the Brethren
church; Fourth, Appointment of trustees, faculties, etc., in such a
manner that the true sentiment of the Brotherhood may be taught
and practiced in the schools; Fifth, Curriculum; Sixth, Such other
matters as may be essential to the successful operation'of the school.
Furthermore requested that at least four of the committee be
brethren who have never been officially connected with the schools.

(d) Whereas, Annual Meeting, in her care for the moral and
religious welfare of her schools, has appointed school committees,
carefully outlining their duty (see " Revised Minutes of Annual
Meeting," page 149, paragraphs 1 and 2 under Art. 14; also 4th
paragraph on page 150), and,

Whereas, in the face of all the foregoing, some one, or some of
our schools are receiving members into the church allowing them
to continue in all their former fashions, sisters wearing hats, etc.;

student members in many instances return to their home church
unreconciled to the established rules of the church, thus scattering
confusion in the home church, and in many instances they hold
their membership in their school church;

Therefore, we, the North Star church, ask Annual Meeting,
through district meeting, to call upon Standing Committee to exer-
cise greater care in receiving the reports of these school committees
and adopt such measures as, in her judgment, will lead those com-
mittees and the church in which such schools are located to do
their duty as defined in the minutes referred to.

(e) Inasmuch as the athletics in our schools and colleges is

looked upon with concern by many of our brethren, therefore, we
ask Annual Meeting through district meeting to decide:

First, whether the intercollegiate contest games of baseball,

football, and such like games, are consistant with the principles as
held by the church.

Second, whether it is considered right for the management of
these schools known as Brethren schools, to permit the use of

such intercollegiate contests as a source of revenue, or to use them
as a means of discipline in the government of said schools.

(f) Inasmuch as most of our Brethren are engaged in agricul-
ture and stockraising, and many wish their children educated to
that end, and,

Inasmuch as our brethren are compelled to send their chil-

dren to our state institutions to obtain such an education, Rocking-
ham church asks Annual Meeting of 1905, through district meeting
of Northern Missouri, to pass on the advisability of our schools
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(at least two or more) adopting a course in agriculture, animal

husbandry, etc., to fill this very urgent need.

Answer; The above queries were placed in the hands of the

following committee, to report to Annual Meeting of 1906: H. C.

Early, S. F. Sanger, L. D. Mohler, Jeremiah Thomas, D. G.

Wine.

4. Inasmuch as a difference of sentiment prevails in our

Brotherhood in regard to union Sunday-school conventions, we ask

Annual Meeting through district meeting the following questions:

Is it advisable: First, For members to take part in such meet-

ings? Second, To open our churchhouses for the same? Third,

To support the same by financial aid?

Answer: We urge care in taking part in such conventions, so

as not to compromise our principles.

5. Indian Creek church requests Annual Meeting through dis-

trict meeting, that inasmuch as there are features about county

and state fairs that are not objectionable, and many members wish

to avail themselves of their benefits, can they be allowed to do so,

if they avoid the foolish and unbecoming?

Answer: We renew our protest against members going to

county and state fairs (see Minutes of A. M., Art. 29, 1853, Art.

14, 1859, page 124 of "Revised Minutes of Annual Meeting"), and

include World's Fairs as well, and therefore, in order to maintain

the purity of the church, we urge upon our faithful ministers every-

where to" teach and admonish members not to attend such places.

6. Carlisle church petitions district meeting to petition Annual

Meeting to change day of opening Annual Meeting from Tues-

day to Wednesday so as to give one day to Christian Workers', edu-

cational and district mission work, and such other work as may be

of interest to the church.

Answer: Spread on the minutes for consideration one year.

7. The Batavia church asks district meeting of Northern Illi-

nois and Wisconsin to ask Annual Meeting to appoint a committee

of competent brethren to formulate a plan for the effective distribu-

tion of the ministerial force of the Brethren church.

Answer: The above paper was placed in the hands of a com-
mittee of five, to wit, G. B. Royer, I. J. Rosenberger, D. L.

Mohler, D. N, Filer, I. L, Hoover, who are to report to Annual

Meeting of 1906.

8. West Dayton church: Whereas it is the established rule of

the church that an annual visit be paid to all the members by the

deacons, and,
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Whereas, it is almost impossible to pay such visit in large con-
gregations in the City, because Brethren are absent from home dur-
ing the day;

Therefore, we ask Annual Meeting through district meeting
to permit the elder or pastor of such congregations to call special
meetings at the usual place of worship where the visit may b c paid
in a manner as private as possible. •

Answer: We recommend that so far as possible the usual
course of visiting be followed.

9. Inasmuch as the bicentennial of our beloved Brotherhood
will be in 1908; therefore, we, the Philadelphia church, petition
Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to appoint a commit-
tee of five brethren to consider the matter, plans, etc., for an appro-
priate observance of the occasion; said committee shall report to
Annual Meeting of 1906. Passed by the district meeting of East-
ern Pennsylvania, with the answer that the petition be granted.

Answer: Considered that the request is answered by reference
to the thirty-second chapter of Deuteronomy,

10. We, the Botetourt church, ask Annual Meeting, through
district meeting, to define their decision of 1886 relative to dele-
gates to district meeting, and say whether all churches, regardless
of the number of their membership, are entitled to two delegates,
and whether churches of large membership are limited to two dele-
gates.

Answer: We do not so define that query referred to (see
'Revised Minutes," p. 14), that each congregation in the district
may send two representatives to district meeting.

REPORTS.
Report of General Missionary and Tract Committee.

To the Annual Conference of 1905, convened at Bristol Tenn Tune
0, /.

Your Committee is glad to submit the following report of the
work which it has, by the mercies of God, been able to do during
the fiscal year, ending March 31, 1905. And in doings so it should
be remembered that this is only a brief report and that a complete-
one will be submitted without expense to any one asking for
same.

During the year the missionaries set apart for India entered
the field, save our dear lamented Bro. Swigart, who was called to
his reward just before the party sailed. Eld. D. L. Miller and
wife and his brother, W. R. Miller, of Chicago, went with the
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party on their own resources and to them the Committee in in-

debted for many helpful suggestions and thoughts concerning work
in that far-away held.

At the request of the Committee and the approval of last An-
nual Meeting Brethren D. L. Miller and I. Bennett Trout visited

the churches of Denmark, Sweden, France and Switzerland and re-

ported their observations both through the Gospel Messenger and

to the Committee direct.

The churches who are taking a live interest in missions by sup-

porting a worker, and the individuals who are willing to support a

native worker or an orphan in India have increased during the

year. The needs of the India held have now grown to such an

extent that it will require an annual expenditure of over $20,000

to keep up what work has been begun. But a united effort on the

part of the church will readily meet this and more.

The accessions during the year in the several fields are 325.

The State Districts helped in the United States are 13.

The number of meetinghouses built, total assistance $2,200, is

5.

Total expenditure for all missions is $61,558.85.

An itemized statement of these expenditures appearing in the

Annual Report, the following is given here in the general:

World-Wide Fund.

Receipts.

Cash balance from last year, $ 5,103 37

Keuka congregation, Florida, returned, $ 60 00

Pleasant View congregation, Kansas, returned
once given for Hutchinson mission, 150

Mary S. Geiger, for Orphanage in France, .... 1,200 00

Donations from congregations and individuals,

including interest on endowment pledges, as

reported in the Missionary Visitor, 15,643 3 8

Income from endowment and real estate, .... 16,760 59

Income from Brethren Publishing House, 9,000 00

Donated for colored mission in South, 401 62

Total receipts, 43,215 59

Total, , $48,318 96

Expenditures.

Donation to Harrisburg meetinghouse (allowed
• nearly two years ago), $ 500

Smyrna mission, D. Chirighotis 37 50

Annuities, 10,560 26

Annual Meeting committee, . 2 61 61

Assistance to State Districts, 5,409 00
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Special mission points in the United States, . .$ 3,58 7 00
Denmark and Sweden, 4,200 90
France and Switzerland, 2,897 01
Deficit in India Funds, . . . .

§ 7,789 03
Church Extension Fund, 79 4 21
Brethren Publishing House, 4,422 58
Book and Tract Fund, 4,849 89
General Expense, 2,650 29

Total expenditures, $47,962 28

Balance, $ 356 68

India Missions.

Receipts.

Cash balance from previous year, $ 4,788 67

General donations reported in Miss. Visitor, $ 2,166 63

Donations for Orphanage reported in Mission-
nary Visitor, , 4,140 4

Donations for native workers, 40 6 4 4

special support of missionaries, 2,650 oo
For transmission, to workers from friends, . . 446 64
Income from endowment, 89 3

Received from D. L. Forney, balance reported
one year ago 75

Received from World-wide fund to make up def-
icit 7,789 03
Total receipts, $17,763 44

$22,552 11

Expenditures.

D. L. Forney, part of expense home, ..$ 80 09

Support in United States till Janu-
ary 1, 1905, 350 00

Traveling- expenses among churches, 63 85 $ 4 93 9 4

Elizabeth McCann, expense home, .... 317 5

Support in the United States, 190 00

Return expenses 276 54 7S4 04

Missionary party, tickets to Bombay .
•

and traveling expenses,

—

Mission party tickets to Bombay, 1,80 6 71

Preparation, 501 89 2,308 60

Support of workers on field to July 1, 1905 $3,544 06
For missions in general, 4,000 00

Dispensary, 61 9

For transmission, 471 64

Industrial work, 303 23

Bungalow at Dahanu 1,200 00

Forwarded for Orphanage work, 7,500 00
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Forwarded for native workers, $ 719 00
Total amount sent to India, $21,385 60

Balance of cash on hands, « 1 igg 51

The endowment has been increased $32,775.00, of which amount
Pennsylvania gave over half.

The Annual Report contains this year a very interesting illus-

trated account of the present printing plant which is now valued
from an investment standpoint at $93,000.00. This report should be
read by every one in the church and it is hoped that many will ask
for it.

The assets which could be accurately invoiced, not including
the pledged endowment, now has reached $506,831.15.

The call now is that the Brotherhood raise $100,000.00 for mis-
sions during the current year. It may seem a large amount if

looked at from just one angle. The time was twenty years ago
when Annual Meeting urged the membership to give a cent a week
per member for general missions. This present call is based on
giving but two cents per week, or a dollar per year. If every mem-
ber shall feel the burden of souls to the extent of at least one dol-

lar each the amount of $100,000.00 and more will be easily and
gladly laid on the altar of the Lord. And if salvation to ourselves
would be appreciated from tins angle to the extent of one cent
per day the amount would be three times as great.

It is the fervent prayer of the Committee breathed through
the riches of the spirit of grace so manifest in this present Annual
Meeting at Bristol, that the membership will gladly take hold of

this plan of raising the $100,000.00, and that when the fiscal year
closes March 31, 1906, there will not be one cent lacking of the

desired amount. For this accomplishment as well as for all other
effort, to the Lord should be the honor and glory forevermorc.

The General Missionary and Tract Committee: D. L. Miller,

Chairman; H. C. Early,. Vice-Chairman; John Zuck, A. B. Barn-
hart, S. F. Sanger.

Report of Auditing Committee.

To th e Annual M eetin g o f 19 5 :

We your committee appointed to audit the books and ac-

counts of the General Missionary and Tract Committee, including

those of the Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the follow-

ing:

We verified all the additions in the various account books;
proved the postings into the ledger, and checked the results to the

52
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financial statement herewith submitted to you, and found the same

correct.

We compared the donations to the various mission funds, as

acknowledged in the " Missionary Visitor," with the books of the

Committee and found them all properly accounted for.

We carefully examined the securities held by the Committee

and found them in good condition. Receipts were presented for

every expenditure of money. All records have been made in a

careful and systematic manner, thoroughly in keeping with the

growth of the business.

Aaron L, Clair,

Reuben C. Hollinger,

Lewis R. Peifer.

Report of Annual Meeting Treasurer for the Year Ending April

1, 1905, R. E. Arnold, Treasurer.

Receipts.

Received from Joseph Amiek, former treasurer, May 24, 1904, $198 66

Feb. 15, 1905, Proceeds of A. M. Minutes of 1904, 191 2 7

Total $384 93

Expenditures.

May 24, 1904, Urias Shiek, visiting McPherson College, $12 00

May 24, 1904, Wm. Davis, visiting MePherson College,.. 14 44

May 24, 1904, Michael Keller, visiting McPherson Col-

lege, ' 11 25 $37 6 o

May 25, 1904, L. W. Teeter, attorney fee on Church,
Name question 25 00

Correspondence, R. R. fare, etc., 8 45 33 45

May 25, 1904, Geo. L. Studebaker, visiting North Man-
chester College, 10 no

May 25, 1904, visiting West Dayton church, 6 00 1G 00

May 25, 1904, J. H. Wright, visiting North Manchester
College 4 00

May 25, 1904, Tobias Hoover, visiting West Dayton
church, including $2.00 balance due, .... 857

May 25, 1904, B. H. Dickey, visiting- West Dayton
church, two trips, 15 00 23 57

May 25, 1904, J. H. Stover, one-half expenses delegate of

Oregon, Washington and Idaho to A. M.,

Carthage, . 34 20

June 14, 1904, Thos. B. Haddock, visiting Juniata Col-

lege 6 76

June 14, 1904, Jas. A. Sell, visiting Juniata College 9 0u 15 76

June 20, 1904, C. C. Price, visiting Mt. Morris College, 00

June 24, 1904, IT. C. Early, visiting Bridgewater College, 5 40

June 24, 1904, H. G. Miller, visiting Bridgewater Col-
lege, 3 00
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June 24, 190 4, Peter Garber, Visiting Bridgewater Col-
leg"°' $4 50 $ 12 90

July 1, 1904, D. Rowland, visiting Mt. Morris College, 10
Jan. 23, 1905, Jas. A. Sell, visiting- Juniata College, .... 8 00

Balance on hand April 1, 1905, 183 36

$384 93

The Annual Meeting Treasurer's Report examined by Audit-
ing Committee for 1905 and found correct.

Aaron L. Clair,

Reuben C. Hollinger,

Lewis R. Peifer.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED.
Credentials.—S. S. Ulery, J. C. Bright, J. P. Zigler.

Resolutions.— I. Bennett Trout, S. F. Sanger, L. H. Dickey.
Missionary and Tract Committee.—D. L. Miller, reappointed;

John Zuck, reappointed.

Sunday School Advisory Committee.—Otto L. Minnich.
Tract Examining Committee.—John E. Mohler.
Treasurer Annual Meeting.—R. E. Arnold, reappointed one

year.

Messenger Advisory Committee.—P. R. Keltner.
Auditing Committee.—Aaron L. Clair, reappointed.
School Visiting Committees.—Juniata College, S. J. Swigart;

Bridgewater College, H. C. Early, reappointed; Mt. Morris Col-
lege, C. C. Price, reappointed; McPherson College, A. D. Sollen-
berger; Manchester College, J. H. Wright, reappointed; Lords-
burg College, J. S. Brubaker.

Annual Meeting Railroad Committee—D. L. Miller, foreman,
Western Association; Isaac Prantz, Central Association; E. W.
Sterner, Eastern Association; P. S. Miller, Southeastern Associa-
tion; W. C. Hanawalt, Southwestern Association; all reappointed.

Committees to Churches.

Liberty, Illinois: D. C. Campbell, P. R. Keltner, D. F. Hoover,
continued.

Western Pennsylvania: S. F. Sanger, A. B. Barnhart, Samuel
Sprankle.

Note.—The first two named are continued as advisory to

local committee.

Eastern Pennsylvania: D. Hays, L. T. Holsinger, P. S. Miller.

Oakley, Illinois: L. W. Teeter, I. B. Trout, A. G. Crosswhite.
Dayton, Ohio: Committee continued.

Ft. Wayne, Indiana: D. F. Hoover, S. M. Smith, J. C. Bright.
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LETTERS OF GREETING.

1. From Sweden.

To the Annual Conference of 1905 Greeting:

Again has another year's work come to a close, and God has

allowed us to assemble at our District meeting, this time at

Wanneberga, and we have unitedly decided to send you, our dear

brethren and sisters in America who are of the same precious faith,

a hearty thanks for all the help and assistance we have received

from you in the past, both spiritually and temporally. Although

it is not possible for us to repay you for your hearty sacrifice,

which you have made for us here in Sweden, we shall try to press

forward toward the mark and the prize, and to the place where

we may" meet and see each other's faces, and forever praise our

dear Savior, and receive from him the reward which through grace

he will give each of us.

We wish and pray that you may have a pleasant and profitable

meeting, and desire to be remembered by you, in the future.

A. W. Vaniman, Moderator; J. M. Risberg, Secretary.

Committee to answer above appointed by Moderator: G. B.

Royer, J. Kurtz Miller.

2. From Denmark.

Greetings from Denmark to the Annual Meeting of 1905:

The members of Denmark in District Meeting assembled at

Hordum Sept. 11, 1904, desire hereby to express their heartfelt

thanks and appreciation to the church in America, for the hearty

sympathy we have always received from you, as well as the sub-

stantial help extended, ever since the mission has been organized

here. We are glad to have with us at our meeting a number of

members from America, which is a great comfort and encourage-

ment to us, and their presence and advice are much appreciated.

This is additional evidence of the interest that the church in Ameri-

ca has in us. We pray the Lord to richly bless your meeting, that

it may be to the forwarding of the great mission of the church

—the spreading of the Gospel, to all parts of the world.

M. Johansen, Moderator; C. Hansen, Secretary.

Accepted and same committee appointed by Moderator.

Answer to Letters of Greeting from Denmark and Sweden.

Dear Brethren and Sisters in Denmark and Sweden:

—

The Annual Conference of 1905, held at Bristol, Tennessee,

June 6 and 7, is glad to receive the greetings which you have sent

through your respective District Meetings, and to note the spirit
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of loyalty and devotion to the Master's cause, and the expression

of gratitude for assistance rendered, as expressed therein.

This Conference, in the love which it holds towards all the

faithful in every land and clime, returns the greetings and prays
that the Spirit through the Word may he able to lead you all unto
greater faith, fuller sacrifice and a more perfect love in Christ Je-

sus our Lord.

Fraternally, John Zuck, Moderator; A. G. Crosswhite, Clerk.

CALLS FOR ANNUAL MEETING OF 1906.

Southern Illinois, Northeastern Ohio, Southern Ohio, North-
ern Indiana. Granted to Southern Illinois.

RESOLUTIONS.

Resolved, that this Annual Meeting expresses thanks to our

heavenly Father for his watchcare, blessings, and the presence of

his Holy Spirit during this meeting;

To the Board of Trade of the city of Bristol for their interest

and help, and for inviting us to hold another conference here, and
for inviting our people to locate among them;

To the city papers for the courtesies shown us in moulding
sentiment favorable to the meeting;

To the citizens and citizens' committee of Bristol for all their

hospitality and kindness to our people;

To the Committee of Arrangements and all their helpers for

their faithful performance of duty;

To the churches of the city, and to their pastors for their

kindness in welcoming us into their places of worship;

To the police force for the good order and protection afforded

in so quiet a way;

To the railroads and all others who have helped to make it

possible for us to have a pleasant meeting.

May God's blessing rest upon all.

I. B. Trout,

S. F. Sanger,

L. H. Dickey.

THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 1905.

1. First District of India,

2. First District of Switzerland and France.

3. Sweden.

4. Denmark.
5. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, C. A. Williams
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6. California and Arizona, G. F. Chembcrlen

7. Oklahoma and Indian Territory ,
A. L. Boyd

8. Texas and Southwestern Louisiana, M. H. Peters

9. Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Northwestern

Oklahoma J.J. Voder

10. Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado, I. S. Lerew

11. Southeastern Kansas, John Sherfy

12. Northeastern Kansas, George Manon
13. Nebraska, D. G. Wine
14. Michigan S. M. Smith

15. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota, Levi Mohler

16. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and South Dakota, ....

H. F. Maust

17. Middle Iowa, John Zuck

18. Southern Iowa, C. M. Brower

19. First District of Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri,

H. J. Lilly

20. Northern Missouri, D. A. Miller

21. Middle Missouri, D. Bowman
22. Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas,

William Harvey

23. Southern Illinois, D. J. Blickenstaff

24. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, D. E. Price

25. Northern Indiana, , - . . W. B. Neff

26. Middle Indiana, A. G. Crosswhite

27. Southern Indiana D. F. Hoover

28. Northwestern Ohio G. W. Sellers

29. Northeastern Ohio, William Desenberg

30. Southern Ohio, I. J. Rosenberger, D. S. Filbrun

31. Western Pennsylvania, C. G. Lint

32. Middle Pennsylvania, .
.* James A. Sell

33. Southern Pennsylvania ' E. X. Miller

34. Eastern Pennsylvania, Tobias Myers, John Herr

35. Western Maryland, By Letter

36. Middle Maryland W. S. Reichard

37. Eastern Maryland Thomas J. Kolb

38. Second District of Wr
est Virginia, Z. Annon

39. First District of West Virginia Jeremiah Thomas

40. Second District of Virginia, H. G. Miller, J. M. Kagey

41. First District of Virginia, Wm, H. Naff, T. C. Denton

42. Tennessee, S. J. Bowman
43. North and South Carolina and Georgia, ..H. M. Griffith

John Zuck, Moderator; D. F. Hoover, Reading Clerk; A. G.

Crosswhite, Wanting Clerk.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF 1906.

Springfield, 111.

After devotional exercises, conducted by Eld. J. G. Royer,
Eld. John Zuck, the retiring moderator, announced the organiza-
tion as follows: Moderator, Eld. S. F Sanger, of Indiana; Reading
Clerk, Eld. H. C. Early, of Virginia; Writing Clerk, Eld. I. B.

Trout, of Illinois; Doorkeeper, Eld. J, Kurtz Miller, of New
York.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. We, your committee, to whom were committed the follow-
ing papers beg leave, to report as follows;

(a) We, the Monitor church, of Oklahoma, in regular council,

petition Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to prohibit
members from engaging in the sale of playing cards, dice, dia-
monds, gold rings, gold watches and other articles of display,
and refer to the following; "Revised Minutes," page 180, Art. 15,

1892; also page 125, Art. 19y2 , 1891.

(b) Good Hope church, Sterling, Colo., in regular quarterly
council, asks Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to pro-
hibit members who are engaged in mercantile business from sell-

ing such articles as playing cards, dice, dominoes, and such articles

of display as diamonds, rings and gold chains.

The following committee was appointed to consider above
papers and report to Annual Meeting of 1906; T. C. Denton, D. F.

Hoover, I. J. Rosenberger.

We consider it Inconsistent and we prohibit members from
engaging in the sale of articles such as named in the queries, thus
encouraging their use in violation to Rom. 14: 13; 1 Peter 3: 4;

1 Tim. 2: 9; Rom. 12: 1.

T. C. Denton,
I. J. Rosenberger,

David F. Hoover.
Report accepted.

2. (a) Good Hope church, Sterling, Colo., in regular quarter-

ly council, asks Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to

have the General Missionary and Tract Commit tee to examine all

text-books used by the Brethren schools, and prohibit their use if
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not in accordance with the doctrine of the Bible and German
Baptist Brethren church.

(b) Cedar church petitions Annual Meeting, through the dis-

trict meeting, that the present system of visiting committees to our

schools be discontinued, and that a board of five capable and well-

established elders be chosen to pass upon all questions of a moral

and religious character growing out of the management of such

schools. Said board to report annually to the Annual Meeting,

through the Standing Committee, their findings, and that all

schools authorized by Annual Meeting shall make, through their

president, annual reports to said board of the moral and spiritual

progress, and, when deemed necessary by this board, it shall make

personal visits to any or all of said schools, and the expenses there-

of be provided for by the Annual Meeting.

(c) Mineral Creek church petitions Annual Meeting, through

the district meeting of Middle Missouri, to arrange for the owner-

ship and control of the Brethren's schools by the church; and for

this purpose appoint a committee of seven brethren to arrange

a plan to embrace: First, Establishment; Second, Endowment;
Third, Government, according to the principles of the Brethren

church; Fourth, Appointment of trustees, faculties, etc, in such a

manner that the true sentiment of the Brotherhood may be taught

and practiced in the schools; Fifth, Curriculum; Sixth, Such
other matters as may be essential to the successful operation of the

school. Furthermore requested that at least four of the committee

be brethren who have never been officially connected with the

schools.

(d) Whereas, Annual Meeting, in her care for the moral and

religious welfare of her schools, has appointed school committees,

carefully outlining their duty (see " Revised Minutes of Annual
Meeting," page 149, paragraph 1 and 2 under Art. 14; also 4th

paragraph on page 150), and,

Whereas, in the face of all the foregoing, some one, or some

of our schools are receiving members into the church allowing

them to continue in all their former fashions, sisters wearing hats,

etc.; student members in many instances return to their home church

unreconciled to the established rules of the church, thus scat-

tering confusion in the home church, and in many instances they

hold their membership in their school church;

Therefore, we, the North Star church, ask Annual Meeting,

through district meeting, to call upon Standing Committee to ex-

ercise greater care in receiving the reports of these school com-

mittees and adopt such measures as, in her judgment, will lead

ercise greater care in receiving the reports of these school com-
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those committees and the church in which such schools are lo-

cated to do their duty as defined in the minutes referred to.

(e) Inasmuch as the athletics in mir schools and colleges is

looked upon with concern by many of our brethren, therefore, we
ask Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to elecide:

First, whether the intercollegiate contest games of baseball,

football, and such like games, are consistent with the principles as

held by the church.

Second, whether it is considered right for the management of

these schools known as Brethren schools, to permit the use of

such intercollegiate contests as a source of revenue, or to use

them as a means of discipline in the government of said schools.

(f) Inasmuch as most of our Brethren are engaged in agricul-

ture and stockraising, and many wish their children educated to

that end, and,

Inasmuch as our brethren are compelled to send their children

to our State institutions to obtain such an education, Rockingham
church asks Annual Meeting of 1905, through district meeting of

Northern Missouri, to pass on the advisability of our schools (at

least two or more) adopting a course in agriculture, animal hus-

bandry, etc., to fill this very urgent need.

Answer: The above queries were placed in the hands of the

following committee, to report to Annual Meeting of 1906: H. C.

Early, S. F. Sanger, L. D. Mohler, Jeremiah Thomas, D. G.

Wine.

Your committee has a report in progress, hut it is not ready

to be submitted, and it will not be ready for this conference.

H. C. Early,

Levi D. Mohler,

S. F. Sanger.

Report accepted and committee continued.

3. Carlisle church petitions district meeting to petition Annual

Meeting to change day of opening Annual Meeting from Tuesday

to Wednesday so as to give one day to Christian Workers', educa-

tional and district mission work, and such other work as may be of

interest to the church.

Answer: Spread on the minutes for consideration one year.

Put in the hands of the following committee to report to next

Annual Meeting: D. N. Eller, Manly Deeter, G. B. Royer.

4. The Batavia church asks district meeting of Northern Illi-

nois and Wisconsin to ask Annual Meeting to appoint a committee
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of competent brethren to formulate a plan for the effective distri-

bution of the ministerial force of the Brethren church.

Answer: The above paper was placed in the hands of a com-
mittee of five, to-wit, Galen B. Royer, I. J. Rosenberger, D. L.
Mohler, D. N.^Eller, I. L. Hoover, who are to report to Annual
Meeting of

Report of Committee on Ministerial Distribution.

We your committee, appointed at the Annual Meeting c>f 1905

to prepare some plan for the " effective distribution of the minis-

terial force of the Brethren church," submit the following for con-

sideration :

We know no way that this conference can require the pres-

ent ministerial force to change location unless they choose to do
so, or feel called of God to move.

We, however, request this conference to reaffirm its decision

of 1890 (Revised Minutes, Page 113, Article 6), with some modifi-

cation, so as to read as follows:

1. Let churches from time to time hold elections to increase

our ministry, with a view of meeting the growing demand for

preaching the Gospel both at home and in the various localities

of the missionary field of the world. And when installing minis-
ters, they shall be asked to promise to hold themselves in readi-

ness as much as possible, to be used by the church wherever they

may be needed.

2. The following is suggested as an aid in such election: (a)

As far as possible, the one chosen should be young in years, (b)

After elected, he should be warmly encouraged by the congrega-
tion, and if need be, assisted, in preparing himself fully to be. "a
worker that needeth not be ashamed, handling aright the word
of truth." (c) lie must be sound in the faith and have a willing-

ness to teach and defend the principles of the Gospel and the doc-
trines and peculiarities of the church as defined and applied by An-
nual Meeting, and manifest the same in his conversation, life and
character.

3. Each state district shall appoint a committee of three
ministers, two of whom are elders, who are known to be favorable
to aggressive Sunday-school, evangelistic and missionary effort,

whose duties shall be: (a) To assist churches in locating

ministers in needy fields, (b) To encourage frequent elections, and
if need be urge congregations to hold elections at least once in five

3^ears. (c) To report their work to district meeting annually, (d)
The expense of such services, if not met by the congregations,
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shall be paid out of sonic general fund maintained by the district.

Signed: Galen B. Rover, I. J. Roscnberger, D. L. Mohler,

D. N. Elkr, Isaac L. Hoover, Committee.

Passed.

5. Report on Salutation.

To General Conference of 1906:

At the Conference of 1903, a committee composed of L. W.

Teeter, Daniel Hays, Geo. S. Arnold, Edward Frantz and J. H.

Moore was appointed to form an answer to the following queries,

and report to the Conference of 1904:

(a) We ask permission to dispense with the salutation be-

tween the supper and communion at love feasts.

Answer by distinct meeting of Denmark.—Request granted.

(b) We, the Egan church, petition Annual Meeting, through

district meeting, to dispense with the salutation of the kiss between

the partaking of the sacrament and Lord's Supper. See Mark 14:

22.

(c) Farrenburg church requests district meeting to petition

Annual Meeting to dispense with the salutation of the holy kiss

betAveen the supper and communion on love feast occasions.

The committee was able to report progress only, to the Con-

ference of 1904 and 1905, but was continued, and requested to make

final report to the Conference of 1906.

The committee, as a whole, is, in brotherly sincerity, agreed to

offer two reports, as follows:

(1) After duly considering the question entrusted to us as a

committee, we propose the following:

We recommend that permission be granted to dispense with

the salutation between the supper and the communion, where this

can be done without disturbing the peace of the church, and ob-

serve the salutation instead as a farewell love greeting just before

the closing prayer.

J. H. Moore,

Edward Frantz,

George S. Arnold.

(2) In view of the very emphatic language of Jesus, on the

subject of brotherly love, immediately after the supper, and Judas'

departure, as recorded in John 13: 34, 35; and in view of the

coincidence of the most reliable, ancient history, immediately suc-

ceeding the apostolic age, showing that the salutation was ob-

served between the supper and the communion, we therefore think
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it not best to recommend the change asked for in the foregoing

queries.

Daniel Hays,

L. W. Teeter.

The minority report was accepted.

QUERIES.

1. Inasmuch as there is great inconsistency and much trouble

and dissatisfaction in our beloved Brotherhood because of a grow-
ing dissatisfaction with Annual Meeting's rulings as pertains to the

dress question, therefore we, the Claar congregation, of Middle
District of Pennsylvania, do petition Annual Meeting, through dis-

trict meeting, so to change or modify her decisions as to remove
the dissatisfaction and bring; about a condition of things that will

maintain the principle of plainness and preserve more union and
harmony and consistenc3r in our beloved Fraternity.

Answer: We do not feel to make any change, but urge the
elders and housekeepers to teach nonconformity to the world
more fully and labor in union and harmony for peace and love in

t h e ge n e r a 1 B r o t h e rh o d

.

2. We, the members of the Wolf Creek church, ask Annual
Meeting, through district meeting, to have Art. 19 of 1874 recon-

sidered, and grant a church the right, when a member resides in

her territory six months, refusing or neglecting to present a letter

of membership, and violates the precepts or principles of the Gos-

pel, as understood and defined by the Brotherhood in her Annual

Meeting, to investigate and try the case.

Placed in the hands of the following committee to report next
year: T. F. Iniler, S. F. Sanger, D. Flays.

3. District meeting of Northern Indiana requests Annual Meet-
ing to properly define the duties of Annual Meeting Secretary,

and, further, he shall be a member of the committee of arrange-

ments, to advise and assist said committee in formulating and
executing plans for holding Annual Meeting.

Placed in the hands of the following committee to report to
next Annual Meeting: P. S. Miller, Geo. F, Studebaker, I. W.
Taylor.

4. Y\ e ask the district meeting of Northern Illinois and Wis-
consin, to petition Annual Meeting of 1906, to -appoint a committee
of three to draft and offer for adoption a plan that will enable the

churches of the Brotherhood hereafter to elect all ministers and
deacons by the majority of the votes cast.
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Placed in the hands of the following committee to report next
year: J. H. Moore, S. F. Sanger, j. A. Dove,

5. (a) We, the sisters of the Grundy County church, know-
ing that the Brethren in the beginning of our church gave the

sisters the same privilege that the brethren enjoyed in acknowl-

edging Christ as their head in the breaking of the bread and pass-

ing the cup, as they were commanded, " This do in remembrance
of me," Luke 22: 19, and we sisters, seeing that we have made the

same covenant with God in Christ Jesus that the brethren have

made, petition Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to grant

us the same privilege in the breaking of bread and passing the cup

that the brethren enjoy in fulfilling the Word of the Lord. 1 Cor.

10: 16. (Passed by Grundy County church.)

(b) We, the Surrey church, petition Annual Meeting, through

district meeting of North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and As-

siniboia, Canada, to permit the sisters to break bread and to pass

the cup at communion services.

Answer: We recommend that these papers be placed in the

hands of a committee of five to investigate the matter of breaking
of bread by the sisters,

1. As to its scriptural authority.
2. As to its agreement with the practice of the primitive

church.
3. As it relates to the practice of the church during the past

two hundred years, and report to the Annual Meeting.
Committee: E. B. HofT, H. C. Early, A, G. Crosswhite, T. E.

diller, D. C. Flory.

6. To the district meeting of North Dakota, Northern Minne-

sota and Assiniboia, Canada, greeting: Inasmuch as the cause of

Christ is suffering in our beloved Brotherhood for the want of

proper support of the ministry, we, the members of the Bcrthold

church, North Dakota, petition Annual Meeting of 1906, through

district meeting, to devise a plan or method by which the pas-

tors and evangelists of our church shall receive a gospel support

(1 Cor. 9: 14 and 1 Tim. 5: 17, 18) that they may give themselves

wholly to the work (1 Tim. 4: 13-15).

Answer: That the paper be put in the hands of the following
committee to report a plan to next Annual Meeting: P. R. Keltner,

J. C, Murray, J. S. Mohler.

7. The Grand Valley church, Colorado, petitions Annual Meet-

ing, through district meeting of Northwestern Kansas and

Northern Colorado: Whereas in some of the schools con-

ducted by the Brethren the principles of our church are
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continually being violated, and such schools are constantly

becoming worse, affecting the surrounding churches and even

threatening our entire Brotherhood, the ciders appointed to visit

Brethren schools being, for want of authority, unable to remedy
the evil:

Therefore we petition Annual Meeting, through district meet-
ing,-

(1) That each school conducted by Brethren shall be under

the moral and religions care of the elders of the district in which
such school is located, and the elders of that district shall have
full authority and shall set and keep in order the members con-

nected with the school or schools in their State district, and shall

be responsible to Annual Meeting for the discharge of their

duty.

(2) Annual Meeting shall appoint one faithful elder for a

term of three years for each school conducted by Brethren, whose
duty it shall be to repor.t to Standing Committee annually the

moral and spiritual condition of such school. If, for any cause,

the elders of a State district fail to keep the school under their

care, in order, then the elder appointed by Annual Meeting for

said school shall call to his aid two other of the above-named
elders appointed by Annual Meeting for schools, and these elders

shall have full authority to set in order the members connected

with those schools, and their experts cs shad be paid by Annual
Meeting. Any decisions of Annual Meeting conflicting with the

above are hereby repealed.

Answer: Placed in the hands of the school committee.

8. The Grand Valley church, Colorado, petitions Annual Meet-

ing, through district meeting of Northwestern Kansas and North-

ern Colorado: As the word " German" in our church name, " Ger-

man Baptist Brethren," is no longer applicable to us, as a denomi-

nation, but is misleading and in many places detrimental to our

church work, and since there is another denomination by the name
of German Baptists, thus creating confusion.

Therefore we ask Annual Meeting, through district meeting,

to drop the word " German " from our church name.

Answer: The question of name is referred to the following
committee to report to Annual Meeting of 1908: D. L. Miller, W.
R. Deeter, I. N. H. Beahm.

9. We, the McPherson church, petition Annual Meeting of

1906, through district meeting of Southwestern Kansas and South-

ern Colorado, to urge that each member in the church tithe, and
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thus enable the church to can^ on the work of saving the lost

more effectively. See Lev. 27: 30; Heb. 7: 4-6; 1 Cor. 16: 2.

Answer: Moved that this query be spread on the minutes for
one year, and in the meantime the brethren be encouraged to
discuss tithing in our publications.—Passed.

10. Lamed church petitions Anntfal Meeting through district

meeting to authorize the Brethren Publishing House to publish

a membership book somewhat after the following plan, and urge

that each congregation use the book in making their records: 1.

Name and address. 2. Official position. 3. How received—Date
of (1) Baptism; (2) Reclaimed; (3) Letter, etc. 4. How Dis-

owned—Date Disowned: (1) By Letter; (2) By Death; (3) By
Expulsion. 5. Blanks.

Answer: Referred to the Examining Committee of Brethren
Publishing House.

11. The First District of India ask Annual Conference to al-

low the missionaries to vote at the district meeting.

Answer: All the missionaries in India appointed by the Gen-
eral Conference shall have the right to vote at the district meet-
ing. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Request granted.

Requests of the General Missionary and Tract Committee.

1. We ask Annual Meeting to authorize the publication in

book form of all the minutes of Annual Meeting of the last nine

years in connection with the Revised Minutes.

Answer: The following committee was appointed to classify
the minutes of the last nine years with the Revised Minutes, and
the classification to be published by the Brethren Publishing
House: S. F. Sanger, D. L. Miller and L. \V. Teeter.

2. Inasmuch as there is an inclination to solicit the general

Brotherhood for funds for building meetinghouses and other pur-

poses, which is causing dissatisfaction in some places, as well as

interfering with the general mission work of the church, the Gen-
eral Missionary and Tract Committee requests this Annual Meeting
to adopt the following plan for securing help:

Whenever help is desired by any congregation or mission point

it shall first solicit its own congregation; then by permission of

the District Mission Board solicit the district in which the

congregaton is located. Then if further help is needed said con-

gregation shall petition the General Missionary and Tract Com-
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mittee, the petition first being endorsed by the District Mission

Board.

Answer: Request granted.

3. We ask Standing Committee for the privilege of sending a

trained nurse to India to assist in our hospital work.

Answer: Request granted.

REPORTS.
Report of General Missionary and Tract Committee.

To the General Conference of 1906, assembled at Springfield,

Illinois, Greeting:

The past year on the various mission fields occupied by the

Brethren has been one of deeper rooting in faith rather than reach-
ing out in branches. In India the workers have devoted much
time in teaching and training the members and inspiring them to

live a higher and better life. In Denmark and Sweden the church
has held her own in numbers and is standing the test of some
trials. Brother and Sister Vanirnan who had charge were com-
pelled to return to America on account of Brother Vaniman's
health. In France and Switzerland faithful efforts have been put

forth with good returns in many ways.

Some expenditures during the years in total are as follows:

In India $13,766,97
In Denmark and Sweden, 1,12 2.50
In France and Switzerland, 2,395.89
Special missions in United States, 2,144.44
District Missions, 6 025.00
In annuities,

t 11,871 Qg
In other expenditures, 15,269.96

The total assets of the committee are now $542,373, this being
an increase of $35,542.17 during the year. This has corne in main-
ly by direct contributions.

The development of the Publishing House in all its avenues
has been a matter of great satisfaction to all those directly

connected with it. The church is giving the business a support-

that is encouraging to all those loyal to the Faith for which she
stands and the House is the mouthpiece, A continuation of this

hearty support will result in still greater good for the Master.
Perhaps a fourth, not over that number of the church, respond-

ed to the call for a dollar per member for missions this vear. The
other three-fourths had the means but were indifferent to the plea.

Most of them rested in this indifference because the leaders of
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the flock were unconcerned. This is fully proven from the fact

that some very weak churches financially contributed a dollar or

more per member while other churches amply able did little or

nothing.

One congregation wanted a query brought to this meeting re-

quiring the members to give the dollar. But this will hardly bring

the results. It should be from the heart and not by legal enact-

ment. But if this conference can in any way quicken the hearts

of the indifferent, the committee as servants of the Brotherhood

will greatly appreciate the help.

The new year is full of its duties and responsibilities, and as

the servants of the church in this responsible place the committee

goes forth knowing that each victory as well as year gone by is

that much towards the final victory through Jesus Christ the

Lord.
H. C. Early, Virginia.

S. F. Sanger, Indiana.

D. L. Miller, Illinois.

A. B. Barnhart, Maryland.

John Zuck, Iowa.

Report of Auditing Committee.

To the Annual Meeting of 1906:

We, your committee, appointed to audit the books and ac-

counts of the General Missionary and Tract Committee, including

those of the Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the fol-

lowing report:

We verified all the additions in the various account books,

checked the postings to the ledger and verified the results in the

financial statement herewith submitted to you and found the same

correct.

We examined with more than usual care all the securities held

by the Committee and found them all right. All records have been

carefully made and all expenditures properly accounted for.

Lewis R. Peifer, Springfield, Ohio; Aaron L. Clair, Mt. Morris,

111.

Report accepted.

Report of Annual Meeting Treasurer for the Year Ending April

1, 1906, R. E. Arnold, Treasurer.

Receipts.

April 1, 1905, Balance on hand, $183.36

53
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March 16, 1900, Proceeds of A. M. Minutes, 1905, $218.19
April 2, 1900, Rebate from D. Hays (Overpaid),

,

7*00

Expenditures.

1905.

June 3, Paid D. F. Hoover, committee work, Loraine, 111 $23.65
June 5, Paid J. H Wright, visiting- North Manchester College, . . 2,50
June 5, Paid Urias Shick, visiting- McPherson College, ........ 15.00
June 5, Paid Michael Keller, visiting McPherson College, 12.00
JuneS, Paid Wm. Davis, visiting McPherson College 20.00
June 6, Paid P. R. Keltner, committee work, Boraine, 111 19.32
June 6, Paid Geo. P. Studebaker, visiting West Dayton church, 12.00
June 6, Paid Peter Garber, visiting Bridgewater College, . ... 4.50
June 6, Paid H. C. Early, visiting Bridgewater College, 2.50
Jline 5

«
paid Geo. B. Studebaker, visiting North Manchester Col., 10.00

June 5, Paid L. T. Holsinger, balance visiting West Dayton
church,

'

4 00
June 5, Paid C C. Price, visiting Mt. Morris College 5.00
June 6, Paid W. R. Deeter, visiting North Manchester College, 5.25
June 6, Paid Jesse Zigler, committee work, Eastern Pa.,
June 6, Paid D. Hays, committee work, Eastern Pennsylvania] '

'.
'.

June 7, Paid G. N. Falkenstein, incorporating board of trustees
in Pennsylvania (Part of bill only), .. 20 00

1906.

March 10, Paid G. N. Falkenstein, balance due, incorporating
board of trustees 32 90

March 10, Paid David A. Stayer, visiting Juniata College",''*'.'^ '^50
March 10, Paid Thos. B. Maddocks, visiting Juniata College, .. 10.14
March 10, Paid D. Hays, committee. Eastern Pennsylvania, .. 42.72
March 16, Paid P. S. Miller, committee work, Eastern Pa.,

'

43.19
March 16, Paid L. T, Holsinger, committee work, Eastern Pa., 03.00

Committee work, Dayton. Ohio 2.50
March 16, Paid I. D. Parker, committee work, West Dayton. O., 25. SS

Postage used in correspondence An
Balance on hand April 1, 1906, 7^0

3.UU

7.00

$108.55

The foregoing report was examined by us and found correct.

Lewis R. Peifer, Aaron L, Clair, Committee.

Accept ed.

I will say in connection with the above report that there are
bills due and authorized to amount to about $50, but not sufficient
funds to pay the same. In all probability bills will be authorized
here at the conference for about $200, as is usually the custom.
No revenue to meet same until April 1, 1907. Some plan should
be made to supply the deficiency. R. E. Arnold, Treas.

Answer: 1. We recommend that the Annual Meeting treas-
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urer be and is hereby authorized to make, by borrowing- or other-
wise, a temporary arrangement to meet this shortage for the cur-
rent year and the next succeeding.

2. We recommend the appointment of a committee of three
brethren by this Annual Meeting whose duty it shall be to prepare
a plan whereby there can be raised sufficient funds to meet all
expenses annually. Said plan to be brought in the regular way as
all queries are, to the Annual Meeting of 1907 for adoption.

Passed.
Committee: R. E. Arnold, I. B. Trout, L, W. Teeter.

Missionaries Approved for Foreign Fields.

F. H. Crumpacker, Kansas. .

Anna N. Crumpacker, Kansas.

Emma Horning, South Dakota.

Ella Miller, Indiana.

Josephine Powell, Kansas.

C. II. Brubaker, Illinois.

APPOINTMENTS.

Committee on Credentials.—John Heckman, D. B. Eby and
David Bowman.

Committee on Resolutions.— I. N. H. Beahm, J. A. Dove and
Chas. II. Hillery.

Sunday School Advisory Committee.— C. D. Bonsack, time
expires; S. J. Miller appointed.

Tract Examining Committee.—A. C. Wieand.
Treasurer of Annual Meeting.— R. E. Arnold.

General Missionary and Tract Committee.—S. F. Sanger, time
expires; L. W. Teeter appointed. A. B. Barnhart, resigned; C. D.
Bonsack appointed for the unexpired one year of term.

Gospel Messenger Advisory Commit tee.— Edward Frantz, time
expires; C. M. Yearout appointed.

Auditing Committee.— R. C. Hollinger, time expired; R. E.
Berger appointed.

School Visiting Committees.—Juniata College, T. B. Mad-
docks reappointed; Bridgewater College, Peter Garber reappointed;
Mt. Morris College, M. S. Newcomer reappointed; McPherson Col-
lege, Geo. S. Manon reappointed, A. C. Daggett appointed to fill

unexpired term of A. D. Sollenberger; North Manchester College,
Geo. L. Studebaker reappointed; Lordsburg College, W. 1. Thomas
appointed

Annual Meeting Railroad Committee.—D. L. Miller, Mt. Mor-
ris, 111., foreman of committee; J. G. Royer, Mt. Morris, 111., West-
ern Association; Isaac Frantz, Pleasant Hill, Ohio, Central Asso-
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ciation; E. W. Stoner, Union Bridge, M<L, Eastern Association;

P. S. Miller, Roanoke, Va., Southeastern Association; W. C. Hana-

walt, Lordsburg, Cal., Southwestern Association; D. B. Eby, Sun-

nyside, Wash., Northwestern Association.

Committees to Churches.

Eastern Pennsylvania: L. T. Holsinger, D. Hays and P. S.

Miller.

Accident church, Accident, Md.: C. G. Lint, Jeremiah Thomas,

D. B. Arnold, T. J. Kolb and Albert Hollinger.

Warrensburg church, Mo.: L, T. Holsinger, Geo. Manon, Wm.
Davis.

Astoria church, Illinois: Frank Fisher, J. H. Neher and C. C.

Price.

Ft. Wayne, Indiana: D. F. Hoover, S. M, Smith and J. C.

Bright.

West Dayton, Ohio: I. W. Taylor, Frank Fisher and D. F.

Hoover.

Markleysburg church, Md.: G. S. Arnold, Z. Annon and J. H.

Longanecker.

Mississinewa church, Indiana: I. L. Berkey, L. II. Dickey and

H. W. Kreighbaum.

LETTERS OF GREETING.

1. From Sweden.

To the Brethren's Annual Meeting in America:

The grace of God and peace be with you. Again has a year

of labor closed for us, and it is with mingled feelings that we are-

assembled at this time in Limhamn. In truth have we enjoyed

much good during the past year, and many are the blessings that

we have received. Therefore will we give thanks unto him who

is able to make us fit for his abode in heaven for all the good

gifts both temporal and spiritual which we have received until

this hour. We must also say that it is a great loss for us that our

dear brother and sister Vaniman were compelled to leave us on

account of ill-health. Their places are vacant and the loss is felt

in our hearts, and Ave can only express to them and you all, dear

brethren and sisters, our heartfelt thanks for your sacrifices, and

may God, who is able to give us much more than we are able to

ask or think, reward you all for the sake of Jesus Christ. May
the grace and goodness of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you and us, and may you

enjoy the richest blessings during your meeting.
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Signed in behalf of the district meeting, Eld. A. Anderson,

Eld. P. Jonsson, Eld. H. O. Weiler; J. M. Risberg, Secretary.

Limhamn, Sweden, April 16, 1906.

Reply to Sweden.

To the Brethren and Sisters in Sweden:

The Brethren assembled in Annual Meeting of 1906, at Spring-

field, 111., U. S. A., send greetings in the Lord and wish grace to

all our Father's children of like precious faith in Sweden. We
have received your message of greeting and assurances of your

love and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and we praise God for 3
rour

faithfulness and zeal, rejoicing in the remembrance of our fellow-

ship with you in the Gospel. We sympathize with you in the loss

of brother and sister Vaniman, and believe that the Lord directs

in all things, and will abundantly supply all your needs. And we
pray God ever to guard us all, both you and us, from stumbling,

and to keep us blameless in spirit, soul and body until the coming

of the Lord, that he may then take us and present us faultless be-

fore the presence of the Father with exceeding joy. With much

love we beg to remain ever faithfully and fraternally yours in

Christ Jesus. Signed in behalf of Annual Meeting.

S. F. Sanger, Moderator; I. B. Trout, Writing Clerk.

2. From Denmark.

To the Annual Conference of 1906, Greeting:

We, in district meeting assembled at Sindal, July 30, 1905, have

no query to present this year, but desire to hereby send you our

greetings and expression of our love and appreciation, for all the

interest that the Brotherhood in America has shown us, both spir-

itual and temporal, Up to the present time. We are still trying to

do the best we can to have the Gospel forwarded, and ask an in-

terest in your prayers; Ave wish to have your sympathy, and be

remembered by you in the future. Our prayer is that our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ may be with you in your meeting with his

blessings; and that all in the Conference may be filled and led with

the Holy Ghost, and your work in Jesus' name may result in much
good to those present, as well as for the whole Brotherhood. In

behalf of the Brethren churches in Denmark. Signed by elders;

C. C. Eskildsen, P. C. Fouls en, C. Hansen, Secretary.
*

Reply to Denmark.

To the Brethren and Sisters of Denmark, Greeting in the Lord.

With much Christian love we have received yonr message of

greeting, and rejoice that you remain faithful to the Lord Jesus
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Christ. Wc pray that God may guide you in all your labors and
sufferings for his sake. That his blessing may be upon all you
do in his name, and that you may ever remain faithful and b »yal,

not shrinking back from any sacrifice for the sake of Christ, and
never lie ashamed of his Gospel as it was delivered to us by them
that heard him. With much love in the Lord, wc remain ever

faithfully and fraternally yours in Christ Jesus. Signed in behalf

of the Annua] Meeting.

S. F. Sanger, Moderator; I. B. Trout, Writing Clerk.

3. From Switzerland and France.

We, the members and workers in this district, send to the

Brethren in conference assembled our sincere brotherly greetings,

with renewed thanks for continued interest manifested and help

liberally granted that the planting of primitive Christianity may
eiwi with success and precious souls won to the Lord Jesus, the

great Shepherd of the sheep. We pray the Lord to bless and pour
upon you an abundant measure of his Spirit that all your delibera-

tions may tend to the glory of God and to the advancement of his

kingdom at home and abroad. G. J, Fercken, A. Pellet.

April 28, 1906.

Reply to Switzerland and France.

To the Brethren and Sisters of Switzerland and France.

In behalf of the church in America, the Brethren assembled in

the Animal Conference, send greetings in Christ to our beloved
fellow-members of the brotherhood of God in France and Switzer-

land. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of the

Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit ever be yours. We
pray that the Lord may ever keep you faithful, that he may guide

you continually and completely, and that the Father's richest

blessings may attend all your labors in bis name and sufferings for

his sake. With much love in the Lord, we again greet you as

affectionately and faithfully in Christ. Signed in behalf of Con-
ference.

S. F. Sanger, Moderator; I. B. Trout, Writing Clerk.

CALLS FOR ANNUAL MEETING OF 1907.

Middle Iowa; North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Canada;
California and Arizona. Granted to California.

RESOLUTIONS.

We, the Brethren in Annual Conference assembled at Spring-
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field, 111., in the year of our Lord 1906, do pass the following resolu-

tions:

Resolved,

1. That we thank our bountiful and loving heavenly Father,

through our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, for the pleni-

tude of his blessings.

2. That we thank the Committee of Arrangements with all

their subcommittees and helpers for their ample and efficient serv-

ice.

3. That we thank the Board of Management of the Illinois

State Fair Association for granting the free use of their beautiful

and commodious fair grounds and magnificent equipments.

4. That we thank the citizens of Springfield for their hospi-

tality, and the Ministerial Association of Springfield for their

courtesy in opening their churches to our ministry.

5. That we thank the press of the city for their ample and

cordial recognition of our people, and work through their columns.

6. That we thank the street car company and various railway

companies for their kindness and excellent transportation service.

7. To the Springfield Transportation Association for their

prompt and excellent service.

8. To the police force for faithful and helpful service.

9. That a copy of these resolutions be printed in the news-

papers of the city of Springfield.

Committee: I. N. H. Beahm, C. S. Hilary, J. A. Dove.

STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 1906.

1. North and South Carolina and Georgia, S. P. Jones

2. Tennessee A. E. Nead
3. First District of Virginia, P. S. Miller, Chas. M. Yearout

4. Second District of Virginia, .11. C. Early, Daniel Hays

5. First District of West Virginia, D. B. Arnold

6. Second District of West Virginia, . . . . D. W. Kirk

7. Eastern Maryland, E. A. Brunner

8. Middle Maryland, A. B. Barnhart

9. Western Maryland, S. K. Fike

10. Eastern Pennsylvania J. II. Eonganecker, I. W. Taylor

11. Southern Pennsylvania, • C. L, Baker

12. Middle Pennsylvania, J. B. •Brumbaugh

13. Western Pennsylvania, .D. H. Walker

14. Southern :; Him, . .J. Calvin Bright, Jesse Stutsman

15. Northeastern Ohio, James Murray
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16. Northwestern Ohio, D. D. Thomas

17. Southern Indiana, . . • L. W. Teeter

18. Middle Indiana, Frank Fisher

19. Northern Indiana ;
S. F. Sanger

20. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin : I. B. Tront

21. Southern Illinois, Solomon Bucklew

22. Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas, ..J. B. Hylton

23. Middle Missouri, - - M. S. Mohler

24. Northern Missouri, John Mason

25. First District of- Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri, ......

J. W. Gephart

26. Southern Iowa, Peter Browcr

27. Middle Iowa, J- Q- Goughnour

28. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and South Dakota, ....

O.J. Beaver

29. North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Canada, ..D. M. Shorb

30. Michigan, A. W. Hawbaker

31. Nebraska, George Mishler

32. Northeastern Kansas, R. F. McCune

33. Southeastern Kansas, E. E. Joyce

34. Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado, ...D. A. Crist

35. Southwestern Kansas and Southern Colorado, . . . . S. J. Miller

36. Texas and Southwestern Louisiana, M. H. Peters

37. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, A. J. Smith

38. California and Arizona, J. W. Trostle

39. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, L. E. Keltner

40. Denmark, •

41. Sweden,

42. First District of Switzerland and France,

43. First District of India,

S. F. Sanger, Moderator; II. C. Early, Reading Clerk; I. B.

Trout, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1907.

Los Angeles, Cal.

After devotional exercises, conducted by Eld, S, F. Sanger,

the following organization was announced: Eld. L. T. Holsmger,

of Indiana, Moderator; Eld. John Heckman, of Illinois, Reading

Clerk; Eld S. N. McCann, of India, Writing Clerk; J. W. Lear,

of Illinois, Doorkeeper, and W. C Hanawalt, of California, As-

sistant.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Church Certificates.

f. We, the members of the Wolf Creek church, ask Annual

Meeting, through district meeting, to have Art. 19 of 1874 recon-

sidered, and grant a church the right, when a member resides in

her territory six months, refusing or neglecting to present a letter

of membership, and violates the precepts or principles of the Gos-

pel, as understood and defined by the Brotherhood, in her Annual

Meeting, tit investigate and try the case.

Placed in the hands of the following committee to report next

year: T. F. Imler, S. F. Sanger, D. Hays.

Report of Committee.

1st. It is the duty of a member or members on removing

from a congregation to ask for a certificate of membership. If

they fail to ask for one, then it is the duty of the church to supply

them with a letter of membership, when there are no legal objec-

tions to it. If members already live near to, or in removing are

close to the local church line, they may, by mutual consent of both

congregations concerned, hold their membership in the other con-

gregation where they do not reside.

2nd. Members should present their certificates of membership

immediately after locating in a congregation. In case they fail

to do so within six months from its date, the certificate becomes

void and should be renewed by the congregation granting it if so

requested by the congregation in which they live.

3rd. Churches shall not grant letters of membership to, nor

accept letters of membership from, members who are living in vio-

lation of the Gospel as defined by Annual Meeting (see Revised

Minutes," page 121, Art. 2, 1886).

4th. Members shall be under the spiritual care of, and become

amenable to, the congregation in which they reside for any and all

violations committed during such residence, whether they have

presented a church certificate or not.

5th. All former decisions in conflict with the foregoing are

hereby revoked.—T. F. Imler, S. F. Sanger, D. Hays.

Answer: Passed.

Report of Committee to Provide a Plan for Raising Funds for the

Annual Meeting Treasury.

2. We, the committee appointed by Annual Meeting of 1906

to prepare a plan whereby there can be raised sufficient funds to
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meet all expenses of the Brotherhood, which are paid by the An-
nual Meeting treasury, recommend the following:

That the Annual Meeting require each State District Treasurer
to pay, on or before July 1, of each year, to the Annual Meeting
Treasurer, a sum equal to one cent for each member in the State
District.

R. E. Arnold,

I. B. Trout,

L. W. Teeter.
Passed.

The Duties of Annual Meeting Secretary.

3. District meeting of Northern Indiana requests Annual Meet-
ing to properly define the duties of Annual Meeting secretary, and,
further, he shall be a member of the committee of arrangements,
to advise and assist said committee in formulating and executing
plans for holding Annual Meeting.

Placed in the hands of the following committee to report to
next Annual Meeting: P. S. Miller, Geo. L. Studebaker, I. W.
Taylor.

Report of the Committee.

1. To record the number, sizes, plans and specifications of the
various buildings required, and plan of locating each upon the
grounds selected, for the accommodation of the meeting, and the
kinds and amount of each kind of all material required in the con-
struction of the same.

2. To keep a record of each kind and number of each kind
of all the fixtures, fittings and furnishings necessary properly to
equip and make ready each building for the purpose it is to be
used.

3. To keep an itemized record of all the supplies of any and
every kind used during the meeting and also the approximate
amount of each kind of supplies consumed each day.

4. To keep an itemized account of all the money received and
disbursed in the preparation for, during and to the conclusion of
the meeting.

5. To furnish without reserve to the Committees of Arrange-
ments all information recorded or collected.

6. To meet with the Committee on Location if invited by
them, or by any properly authorized party or parties.

7. That he shall be an advisory member of the Committee of

Arrangements, and meet with them as often as they suggest his

presence during the time of preparation for the meeting, to be
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present and advise with and assist the committee to the best of his

ability from the beginning to the close of the meeting.

8. To consider himself responsible to the Annual Meeting for

a faithful performance of all his duties set forth above.—P. S.

Miller, Geo. L. Studebaker, I. W. Taylor.

Passed.

Program for Annual Meeting.

4. Carlisle church petitions district meeting to petition Annual

Meeting to change day of opening Annual Meeting from Tuesday

to Wednesday, so as to give one day for Christian Workers, edu-

cational and district mission work, and such other work as may be

of interest to the church.

Answer; Spread on the Minutes for consideration one year.

Put in the hands of the following committee to report to next
Annual Meeting: D. N. Eller, Manly Deeter, Galen B. Royer.

Answer by Committee:

We recommend,

1. That the business sesson of the Conference begin on Mon-

day morning instead of Tuesday morning.

2. That the customary meetings preceding the business ses-

sion shall be held before the Sunday preceding the business ses-

sion, in the following order: Sunday School, Christian Workers,

Educational, District Mission Boards, and General Missionary

and Tract Committee.

3. That a conference program committee of three, one east,

one center, one west, shall be nominated and perpetuated through

action of the Standing Committee and Annual Meeting in such

a manner that one member be elected each year, whose duties shall

be

(a) To arrange for all sessions to be held on the Annual

Meeting grounds from the beginning of the general gathering to

the close of the business session, save the business session.

(b) To allot the amount of time for each special session sup-

plying its own program.

(c) To secure the best suitable talent for sermons, lectures or

addresses for evenings and on Sunday, and as near as possible

publish the complete program at least six weeks before opening

of Conference.

(d) To perform all other duties that would rightly fall to

them and develop the highest spiritual interest of the Conference

gathering*.
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We would recommend that this report be spread on the min-
utes and deferred one year.—D. N. Eller, Manly Deeter, Galen B.

Royer.

To be spread on minutes for one year for consideration.

School Papers.

5. (a) Good Hope church, Sterling, Colo., in regular quar-
terly council, asks Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to

have the General Missionary and Tract Committee to examine all

text-books used by the Brethren schools and prohibit their use
if not in accordance with the doctrine of the Bible and German
Baptist Brethren church.

(b) Cedar church petitions Annual Meeting, through the

district meeting, that the present system of visiting committees to

our schools be discontinued, and that a board of five capable and
well-established elders be chosen to pass upon all questions of a

moral and religious character growing out of the management of

such schools. Said board to report annually to the Annual Meet-
ing, through the Standing Committee, their findings, and that all

schools authorized by Annual Meeting shall make, through their

president, annual report to said Boards of the moral and spiritual

progress, and, when deemed necessary by this board, it shall make
personal visits to any or all of said schools, and the expenses there-
of be provided for by the Annual Meeting.

(c) Mineral Creek church petitions Annual Meeting, through
the district meeting of Middle Missouri, to arrange for the owner-
ship and control of the Brethren's schools by the church; and for

this purpose appoint a committee of seven brethren to arrange
a plan to embrace: First, Establishment; Second, Endowment;
Third, Government, according to the principles of the Brethren
church; Fourth, Appointment of trustees, faculties, etc., in such a

manner that the true sentiment of the Brotherhood may be taught
and practiced in the schools; Fifth, Curriculum; Sixth, Such other
matters as may be essential to the successful operation of the

school. Furthermore requested that at least four of the committee
be brethren who have never been officially connected with the

schools.

(d) Whereas, Annual Meeting, in her care for the moral and
religious welfare of her schools, has appointed school committees,
carefully outlining their duty (see " Revised Minutes of Annual
Meeting," page 149, paragraphs 1 and 2 under Art. 14; also 4th
paragraph on page 150), and,

Whereas, in the face of all the foregoing, some one, or some
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of our schools are receiving members into the church allowing

them to continue in all their former fashions, sisters wearing hats,

etc.; student members in many instances return to their home

church unreconciled to the established rules of the church, thus

scattering confusion in the home church, and in many instances

they hold their membership in their school church;

Therefore, we, the North Star church, ask Annual Meeting,

through district meeting, to call upon Standing Committee to ex-

ercise greater care in receiving the reports of these school com-

mittees and adopt such measures as, in her judgment, will lead

those committees and the church in which such schools are lo-

cated to do their duty as defined in the minutes referred to.

(e) Inasmuch as the athletics in our schools and colleges is

looked upon with concern by many of our brethren, therefore, we

ask Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to decide;

First, whether the intercollegiate contest games of baseball,

football, and such like games, are consistent with the principles

as held by the church.

Second, whether it is considered right for the management of

these schools known as Brethren schools, to permit the use of such

intercollegiate contests as a source of revenue, or to use them as

a means of discipline in the government of said schools.

(f) Inasmuch as most of our brethren are engaged in agricul-

ture and stockraising, and many wish their children educated to

that end, and,

Inasmuch as our brethren are compelled to send their children

to our State institutions to obtain suclr an education, Rockingham

church asks Annual Meeting of 1905 through district meeting of

Northern Missouri, to pass on the advisability of our schools (at

least two or more) adopting a course in agriculture, animal hus-

bandry, etc., to fill this very urgent need.

Answer: The above queries were placed in the hands of the

following committee, to report to Annual Meeting of 1906: H. C.

Early, S. F. Sanger, L. D. Mohler, Jeremiah Thomas, D. U
Wine.

Your committee has a report in progress, but it is not ready to

be submitted, and it will not be ready for this Conference.—H. C.

Early, Levi D. Mohler, S. F. Sanger.

Report accepted and committee continued.

Additional School Paper.

The Grand Valley church, Colorado, petitions Annual Meeting,
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through district meeting of Northwestern Kansas and Northern
Colorado: Whereas, in some of the schools conducted by the
Brethren the principles of our church are continually being vio-
lated, and such schools are constantly becoming worse, affecting
the surrounding churches and even thereatening our entire Broth-
erhood, the elders appointed to visit Brethren schools being for

want of authority, unable to remedy the evil:

Therefore we petition Annual Meeting, through district meet-
ing,—

(1) That each school conducted by Brethren shall be under
the moral and religious care of the elders in the district in which
such school is located, and the elders of that district shall have
full authority and shall set and keep in order the members con-
nected with the school or schools in their State districts, and shall

be responsible to Annual Meeting for the discharge of their duty.

(2) Annual Meeting shall appoint one faithful elder for a
term of three years for each school conducted by Brethren whose
duty it shall be to report to Standing Committee annually the
moral and spiritual condition of such school. If, for any cause,
the elders of a State district fail to keep the school under their

care in order, then the elder appointed by Annual Meeting for
said school shall call to his aid two other of the above-named
elders appointed by Annual Meeting for schools, and these elders

shall have full authority to set in order the members connected with
those schools, and their expenses shall be paid by Annual Meeting.
Any decisions of Annual Meeting conflicting with the above are
hereby repealed.

Answer: Placed in the hands of the school committee.
Report spread on the Minutes for one year.

Report of Committee.

I. Local and State Management.
1. That the State Districts in which the colleges are located

shall acquire the ownership of the college property in their re-

spective districts by donation or purchase, or both, if at all practi-

cable. Tavo or more State Districts may unite in the ownership of

the several college properties.

2. That the college properties, thus owned, shall be held by
several Boards of Trustees, appointed by their respective State

Districts—their number and term of office to be determined by the

several districts. These Boards shall be composed of brethren

who are alive to the educational work of the church and strong
in the doctrines and practices of the church.
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3. That the trustees shall hold in trust for the church the

several college properties, guard carefully the titles of the same,

and shall manage, improve, and, when wisdom approves it, may
lease them to brethren for school purposes; and shall secure en-

dowments, bequests and donations, and shall take care of such

funds in a maimer approved by the several State Districts; and shall

encourage sentiment favorable to Christian education by education-

al meetings, and otherwise; and shall make written report, annually,

t® their several district meetings of the financial and moral condi-

tion of the respective colleges.

4. That the trustees shall choose the presidents of the several

colleges and agree with them upon salary, and each president shall

employ the other members of his faculty subject to the approval

of the trustees; and only such brethren and sisters to be em-
ployed as teachers and managers who stand for true Christian edu-

cation, and who are in sympathy with the teachings and govern-

ment of the church.

5. That lines determining the territory in which the several

colleges shall have right to solicit for students and money shall be

established by the trustees as soon as practicable; and if they

fail to establish these lines satisfactorily, the question shall be re-

ferred to the Educational Board, hereinafter provided, for final

decision.

6. That government as to church relationship and discipline

shall vest in the local churches in which the several colleges are

located, and all the teachers and students wdio are members of the

church shall be required to place their membership with said

churches.

7. That the trustees shall make written report annually to said

Educational Board of the condition of the several colleges on the

following points:

(a) Moral and spiritual condition.

(b ) Attitude of teachers and students as to the distinctive doc-

trines of the church.

(c) Courses of study.

(d) Expulsion or suspension of students, if any, and for wdiat

cause.

(e) Finances, receipts and expenditures, amount of indebted-

ness, etc.

(f) Special religious services, such as Special Bible Terms,

series of sermons, lectures, etc., and such other information as the

said Educational Board may require.
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8. That the present district visiting committees shall be dis-

continued.

9. That all appeals from the several Boards of Trustees shall

be referred to said Educational Board.
II. General Management.
1. That the Standing Committee of Annual Meeting shall ap-

point an Educational Board of seven brethren, to be confirmed by
the open Conference, for a term of live years each, except those first

appointed, two of whom shall serve five years, two four years, two
three years, and one two years, respectively, as indicated by Stand-
ing Committee.

2. That three members of the Educational Board shall be
chosen from the colleges, and four shall be chosen who are not

connected with the colleges; that the majority of the board shall

be ordained elders and that they shall organize by electing a chair-

man, a secretary and treasurer from their own number.
3. That the Educational Board shall be composed of breth-

ren who are favorable to Christian education, broad-minded and
who are working faithfully in harmony with the principles of

church government as defined by Annual Meeting.

4. That the Educational Board shall meet annually, or often er

if circumstances require it, and that it shall visit in a body each

college once a year, or oftencr if conditions demand it, or at the

discretion of the Board, it may appoint three or more of its num-
ber to discharge this duty.

5. That all questions arising as to text-books, courses of

study, athletics, church government, morals and religion, in con-

nection with the several colleges shall be referred to the Educa-
tional Board for decision.

6. That the Educational Board shall adopt uniform courses of

study in the several colleges as far as practicable, and shall pro-

vide for agricultural and industrial education as the demand for

such training grows, when means are secured for such purposes.

7. That the Educational Board shall have authority to make its

decisions operative, and all appeals from its decisions shall be made
to Standing Committee of Annual Meeting.

8. That the rights, duties, and powers of the Educational Board
and local trustees shall be administered in conformity with the

established principles of the church's government.
9. That the Educational Board shall have the same moral and

spiritual supervision over the several colleges whose property is

not owned by state districts, but recognized by Annual Meeting,

as those owned by state districts and that such colleges shall
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make full written report annually, to said Educational Board,

10. That the Educational Board shall make written report an-

nually of the condition of the several colleges to Standing Commit-

tee of Annual Meeting, the report to be at the disposal of the

S t a n d in g C omm i 1 1 e e

.

11. That donations, bequests and endowments for educational

purposes may be made to the Educational Board, such funds to be

used as the donors direct, and if the donors shall fail to direct, its

use shall be determined by the Educational Board.

12. That the Educational Board shall be allowed $ per

day for actual time, and expenses incurred in its work, these ex-

penses to be paid by Annual Meeting Treasurer out of a fund pro-

vided by Annual Meeting for this purpose.

13. That all former decisions in conflict with this report are

hereby repealed.

Committee: H. C. Early, S. F. Sanger, David G. Wine, Jere-

miah Thomas.

Report spread on Minutes for one year.

Plan for Electing Ministers and Deacons.

6. We ask the district meeting of Northern Illinois and

Wisconsin, to petition Annual Meeting of 1906, to appoint a com-

mittee of three to draft and offer for adoption a plan that will

enable the churches of the Brotherhood hereafter to elect all min-

isters and deacons by the majority of the votes cast.

Placed in the hands of the following committee to report next

year: J. H, Moore, S. F. Sanger, J. A. Dove.

Report of Committee.

For electing ministers and deacons by a majority of all votes

cast, we recommend the following:

L After instructing the members regarding the New Testament

qualifications for the officers to be elected, let the voice of the

church be taken in the usual way. If a brother does not receive a

majority of all votes cast, including those voting no choice, so

inform the church, and then proceed with the ballot system.

2. Let each member, by written ballot, read openly, indicate

his or her choice, and thus proceed until one receives the majority

of all the votes cast, including those voting ' no choice," or until

the third ballot is cast.

3. If, by this lime, there is no election, and those voting "no

choice " do not exceed the highest number of votes cast for any

one person, then begin limiting the choice to the few whose com-

54



850 Minutes of Annual Meeting of [1907

bmccl votes equal the majority of votes cast, and so continue by
ballot, and by reducing the number to be voted for, until one
shall have received the majority of all the votes cast. This one
shall be declared elected,

4. Unless, however, the final two shall stand equal in the clos-
ing ballot. In that case both shall be declared elected.

5. Be it further provided, that if at the end of the third ballot
those voting "no choice" should exceed the highest number of
cotes cast for any one person, the election shall be declared off.

Otherwise those voting " no choice " shall not be considered after
the third ballot

Committee: J. H. Moore, S. F. Sanger, J. A. Dove.
Report to be spread on Minutes for one year.

Sisters Breaking the Bread and Passing the Cup.

7
-

<:

'

a ^ We, the sisters of the Grundy County church, knowing
that the Brethren in the beginning of our church gave the sisters
the same privilege that the brethren enjoy in acknowledging Christ
as their head in the breaking of the bread and passing the cup, as
they were commanded, "This do in remembrance of me," Luke
22: 19, and we sisters, seeing that we have made the same cove-
nant with God in Christ Jesus that the brethren have made, petition
Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to grant us the same
privilege in the breaking of bread and passing the cup that the
brethren enjoy in fulfilling the Word of the Lord. 1 Cor. 10:

16. (Passed by Grundy County church.)

(b) We, the Surrey church, petition Annual Meeting, through
district meeting of North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Assini-
boia, Canada, to permit the sisters to break bread and pass the cup
at communion Services.

Answer: We recommend that these papers he placed in the
hands of a committee of five to investigate the matter of breaking
bread by the sisters.

1. As to its scriptural authority.

,

2
-
A s to its agreement with the •practice of the primitive

church.

3. As it relates to the practice of the church during the past
two hundred years, and to report to the Annual Meeting

lvr .
1t

Coi
?x

Tl

^te^ E
-
B

-
Hoff

>
H. C. Early, A. G. Crosswhite, J. E.

Miller, D. C. Flory.

Your committee reports as follows: The matter is under in-
vestigation but not ready for a report at this meeting.

E. B. Hoff, IT. C. Early, D. C. Flory, A. G. Crosswhite.

Report accepted and committee continued.
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Supporting Pastors and Evangelists.

8, To the district meeting of North Dakota, Northern Minne-
sota and Assiniboia, Canada, greeting: Inasmuch as the cause of
Christ is suffering in our beloved Brotherhood for the want of prop-
er support of the ministry, we, the members of the Berthold
church, North Dakota, petition Annual Meeting of 1906, through
district meeting, to devise a plan or, method by which the pastors
and evangelists of our church shall receive a gospel support (1

Cor. 9: 14 and 1 Tim. 5: 17, 18) that they may give themselves
wholly to the work (1 Tim. 4: 13-15).

Answer: That the paper be put in the hands of the following
committee to report a plan to next Annual Meeting: P. R. Keltner,
J. C. Murray, J. S. Mohler.

To Annual Meeting of 1907, Greeting:

We, the members of your committee appointed by Annual
Meeting of 1906 to consider a query placed in our hands, asking
for a plan to give a. gospel support to our pastors and evangel-
ists, beg leave to say that, on account of the importance of the
query, Ave are unable to report to Annual Meeting of 1907, and we
kindly ask the Annual Meeting of 1907 to continue our committee
another year, that we may consider the query in all its bearings, and
report to Annual Meeting of 1908,

P. R. Keltner,

J. C. Murray

J. S. Mohler.

Report accepted and committee continued.

Church Name.

9. The Grand Valley church, Colorado, petitions Annual
Meeting, through district meeting of Northwestern Kansas and
Northern Colorado: As the word " German " in our church name,

4 German Baptist Brethren," is no longer applicable to us, as a

denomination, but is misleading and in many places detrimental

to our church work, and since there is another denomination by the

name of German Baptist, thus creating confusion,

Therefore we ask Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to

drop the word " German " from our church name.

Answer: The question of name is referred to the following
committee to report to Annual Meeting of 1908: D. L. Miller, W.
R. Deeter, I. N. IT. Beahm.
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Tithing.

10. We, the McPherson church, petition Annual Meeting of

[906, through district meeting of Southwestern Kansas and South-

ern Colorado, to urge that each member in the church tithe, and

thus enable the church to carry on the work of saving the lost

more effectively. See Lev. 27: 30; Heb. 7: 4-6; 1 Cor. 16: 2.

Answer: Moved that this query be spread on the minutes for

one year, and in the meantime the brethren be encouraged to dis-

cuss tithing in our publications,—Passed.

Answer: This Annual Meeting would encourage the growing
spirit of giving, and urge each member prayerfully to study the

Word with a view of giving liberally and systematically in the

spirit of New Testament teaching according to the method provid-

ed in 1 Cor. 16: 2. and 2 Cor, 9: 6, 7, and thereby making it more
nearly possible to carry out the Loving Master's great command.
Matt. 28: 19, 20.

Passed.

Queries.

1. (a) The Tropico church asks Annual Meeting, through

district meeting of California and Arizona, to appoint a committee

Of seven members, two of whom shall be sisters, to arrange for a

bicentennial memorial to be observed on Saturday, Sunday and

Monday, June 6th, 7th and 8th, at the next (1908) Annual Meeting,

said committee to keep in view the praise and glory of our Father

for what he has done through the church.

1. By the faithful pioneer preachers and laity who brought

the Gospel from Germany to these United States.

2. By the self-denying ministers and other members who

spread the Truth of Christ over the country from Germantown, Pa.,

to the Pacific coast,

3. By the first foreign missionary effort in Denmark and

Sweden, 1875-1884.

4. By the present organized missionary efforts since 1884.

5. By the Sunday schools and Bible schools.

6. By the Old Folks' Homes, Orphanages and Sisters' Aid

Societies.

7. By the Publishing House.

We ask this solely to promote the praise of God in all the

congregations and to encourage the further extension of this knowl-

edge. 1 Chron. 29: 30; 1 Peter 2: 9, 10.

Passed by district meeting to Annual Meeting.

(b) Silver Creek congregation in regular council assembled
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petitions Annual Meeting through district meeting of Northern

Illinois and Wisconsin to appoint a committee of five who shall

arrange a special program to be given at our next Annual Meeting,

setting forth fully the work of the church since its fuller organiza-

tion in Germany, so that our young people may see how God has

been leading us. See Deut. 32: 7 -14. We further ask that the

addresses and sermons delivered on this occasion be published in

hook form.

Petition granted and sent to Annual Meeting.

(c) We, the Everett church, petition Annual Meeting through

district meeting of Middle Pennsylvania, to authorize suitable

observance of the bicentennial of the Brethren church's organiza-

tion and existence, at time and place of Annual Meeting of 1908,

and that Annual Meeting of 1907 take necessary steps to arrange

for such exercises.

Passed and sent to Annual Meeting.

(d) We, the Germantown church, the mother church of the

Brotherhood, ask Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to

appoint a committee at our coming Annual Meeting to prepare a

program for the observance of the bicentennial of our church in

1908, and that whatever may be said in matter of history and done

to commemorate the event, be preserved in booklet form and be

distributed over our Brotherhood.

Answer by district meeting: Request granted, with the under-

standing that the bicentennial exercises be held at Annual Meet-

ing of 1908.

We, your committee, beg to submit the following report:

(1) We recommend the appointment of a program Committee

for the bicentennial commemoration to be observed at the Annual

Conference of 1908, composed of five members judiciously dis-

tributed in the Brotherhood, whose duties and privileges shall be

as follows:

(a) To choose subjects covering the various phases of our

church life and growth up to the present time.

(b) To provide competent speakers in full sympathy with the

principles of the church.

(c) To publish the program not later than January 1, 1908.

(d) To have for use of these exercises such time preceding

the business session as may be necessary; the usual missionary,

Sunday-school, and educational discourses may constitute an ap-

propriate part of said bicentennial program.
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(2) In preparing the program the committee is

(a) To keep first and. foremost in view the praise and glory
of our Father for what he has done through the church (Deut 32"

7-14).

(b) To maintain faithfully the principles and practice of the
church for which she has hitherto stood.

(c) To stimulate to greater zeal in the various religious activ-
ities of the church and hasten the fulfillment of the Master's great
command,

(3) The Brethren Publishing House shall provide for the
publication of these addresses in convenient book form.

Committee on Bicentennial: D. L. Miller, G. N. Falkenstein,
I. N. II. Beahm, M. G. Brumbaugh, S. N. McCann.

2- (A) Inasmuch as there is so much confusion of mind in

the water at the time of baptism caused by nervousness from var-
ious conditions of the body coming in contact with the water, more
especially in the young, thus rendering the mind incapable of in-

telligently answering questions, also an improper state of mind for
the reception of the Holy Ghost; therefore; We, the Paradise
Prairie church, ask district meeting of 1906 to ask Annual Meet-
ing to grant the administrator the privilege of asking the questions
before entering the water, and the laying on of hands and prayer
be postponed until clothes are changed and a convenient place is

secured.

Answer by district meeting.—Yes. See Matt. 3- 16; Acts 8"

14, 17 and 37.

(b) The Quemahoning church in regular council assembled
ask Annual Meeting through district meeting of the Western Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania to revise Article 3, Minutes of 1848, so as to
permit asking the three questions, that are asked the applicant for
baptism, in the water, at the conclusion of the reading of the Scrip-
ture and the other questions asked. Then have prayer at the water-
side, and in the water after kneeling say, "Upon thy confession of
faith which thou hast made before God and witnesses, thou shalt
for the remission of sins be baptized in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."

Passed to Annual Meeting.

Referred to a committee of three to report to Annual Meeting
of 1908.

Committee: D. Hays, L. W. Teeter, H. B. Brumbaugh.
3. We, the Newton church, petition Annual Meeting through

district meeting of Southwestern Kansas and Southern Colorado
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to instruct the various district mission boards to publish their an-

nual statements in the Gospel Messenger. Request granted.

Passed.

4. We, the Abilene church, assembled in council, petition

Annual Meeting, through district meeting to request the Publishing

House to publish death notices of children under five years of age

in the Messenger.

Answer: Passed.

Referred to General Missionary and Tract Committee. Passed.

5. Inasmuch as the Brethren Sunday-school literature is con-

siderably higher priced than the corresponding publications of

other companies, and by reason of this difference many of the

Brethren schools are using wholly or in part supplies from these

outside companies.

Therefore, the Scott Valley church petitions the Annual Meet-
ing through the district meeting of Southeastern Kansas, to author-

ize a revision of prices of the Brethren Sunday-school supplies, so

that they shall correspond more nearly with like productions of

other houses, that we may consistently urge the use of our litera-

ture among our own people and other Sunday schools.

Request granted by this district meeting and passed to An-
nual Meeting.

Answer: Referred to General Missionary and Tract Commit-
tee, and recommended that they make special prices to mission
points. Passed.

6. The Silver Creek church requests district meeting to ask

Annual Meeting of 1907 to place the District of Oregon, Washing-
ton and Idaho on same basis as other districts as to paying ex-

penses of members of Standing Committee.

Answer: Hereafter all State Districts shall pay expenses of

elders serving on Standing Committees.

Passed to the Annual Meeting.

Passed.

7. (a) We petition Annual Meeting through district meeting

of Northern Illinois and Wisconsin to grant any congregation the

privilege to change the time of service of its elder in charge from

lifelong service to a term of not more than three years, on the fol-

lowing plan:

(1) That the choice of elder to act as foreman is to be deter-

mined by a majority of all the votes cast.
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(2) That all elders of the congregation are eligible, irrespect-

ive of order of call to office of elder.

(3) That this be spread on the minutes for one year's consider-

ation before being put before Conference for passage.

Answer: Petition granted, ordered sent to Annual Meeting.

(b) We, the Muncie congregation of the Southern District of

Indiana, ask Annual Meeting through district meeting of 1906 to

decide that hereafter elders in charge of congregations shall be

elected for no longer period than three years at a time.

Answer by district.—We urge the change recommended in

the above query and advise all the churches to adopt it as soon as

practical. Passed. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Spread on the minutes for one year.

8. South Bend Church (First Brethren).—Owing to the fact

that many of our brethren work in factories and for corporations

who demand their services on Sundays as well as on other days,

thus making it very embarrassing to refuse; and not complying with

their demands often jeopardizes their situation and causes them to

lose their employment; therefore, we petition Annual Meeting

through district meeting to say to what extent, if any, brethren may

be allowed thus to labor on Sunday.

Answer: Passed to Annual Meeting.

Answer: (T) We desire to raise our voice in earnest and em-

phatic protest against the growing tendency to desecrate the

Christian Sabbath.
(2) We condemn all mere pleasure-seeking on this day.

(3) We urge diligent and specific teaching on this subject in

the churches, in the Sunday schools, and the homes.

(4) We urge that our people refrain as much as possible from

the use and patronage of those institutions, the running of which

require other men to work on the Lord's Day.

(5) That our members in selecting their vocations should seek

such work as will give them liberty therefrom on this day.

(6) That our brethren in pursuit of their occupations and la-

bors and our sisters in the management of household affairs, are

admonished to refrain as much as possible from secular labors,

that they may give the day to physical rest and religious exercises,

according to the Scriptures.

9. Owing to the fact that our Annual Conference is a religious

body of the highest authority of the church but much of her spirit-

ual influence many times is lost by unfavorable location and sur-

roundings, We, the First Brethren church of South Bend, Ind.,

therefore petition Annual Meeting through district meeting to re-
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commend that hereafter state districts in which the Annual Confer-

ence is to be held, and committees on location appointed by said

district, shall give preference to Chautauqua grounds wherein to

hold the meeting when such grounds are available. This shall also

be an inducement in favor of locating the meeting by the Standing

Committee.

Answer: Passed to Annual Meeting. Request granted.

10. Huntington Church.—Is it consistent with the Brethren

church and the spirit of the Gospel for brethren to anoint those

who have been dismissed from our fellowship?

Answer: No. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: See No. 17, 1869, " Revised Minutes," page 18.

11. We, the Chippewa church, Wayne Co., Ohio, petition An-

nual Meeting, through district meeting, to ask the Publishing

House to discontinue the advertisement appearing on fourth

page cover of Advanced Sunday School Quarterlies, as it is ob-

jectionable to many of our members. On motion paper was sent

to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Referred to General Missionary and Tract Commit-
tee.

12. Believing that the general opposing sentiment of the Breth-

ren church toward the evil known as " intemperance " is right in its

principle, and, believing that a further organized and concerted

effort on the part of the church as a whole, can accomplish still

greater results favorable to its sentiments; therefore,

We, the Altoona church of Middle Pennsylvania, petition An-

nual Meeting, through district meeting to appoint a committee of

three, to draft a plan for creating and maintaining, through the ap-

proval of Annual Meeting, a permanent temperance committee, for

the purpose of rendering service to the Brotherhood in defending

their homes against the invasion of this evil, by providing for a tem-

perance sermon at Annual Meeting, encouraging district organiza-

tion in order to awaken and strengthen expression among our

members, young and old to select and distribute tracts and helpful

literature or any method looking to the end contemplated that

meets the approval of the committee and Annual Meeting.

The committee named at this meeting, to report its proposed

plan one year hence.

Passed and sent to Annual Meeting,
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Answer: Petition granted. Committee: W. J, Swigart T W
Lear, J. A. Dove.

13. Inasmuch as the International Sunday-school lessons are
inter-denominational, we, the Antietam congregation, at Waynes-
boro, Pa., do ask district meeting to petition Annual Meeting- to
direct that the Sunday-school committee designate as optional les-

son.-,, Scripture texts for doctrinal teaching at such periods, as, in

their judgment} it will he wise to do so.

Sent to Annual Meeting.

Answer: Referred to the Sunday-school Committee, with the
recommendation that the petition be favorably considered See
Minutes of Animal Meeting, Art. 1, 1896, in committee's report,
Art. 2, division 1, p. 157, last clause, viz., "This committee shall
assist the publishers of our Sunday-school literature in keeping
our quarterlies, papers, etc., sound in the doctrine of the Scriptures,
as understood by the General Brotherhood, and in raising the
standard of our Sunday-school literature as rapidly as possible."

14. The District of California and Arizona petitioned that their
district be formed into two districts, to be known as Northern Cali-
fornia and Southern California and Arizona.

Answer: Petition granted.

15. Calls for Annual Meeting for 1908: North Dakota, Middle
Iowa, Southern Pennsylvania. Granted to Middle Iowa.

Recommendation of General Missionary and Tract Committee:
The General Missionary and Tract Committee has appointed

II. C. Parly and Galen B. Royer to visit the churches in Europe
this year, and ask that the appointments be confirmed.

Galen B. Royer, Secretary.
Appointments confirmed.

Reports.

1. Report of General Missionary and Tract Committee.
To the Annual Meeting of 1907, Greeting:

The General Missionary and Tract Committee, by the grace of
God, is pleased to report the following as a brief statement of its

work for the year ending March 30, 1907. It would respectfully call

the Conference's attention to the full report which will be sent for
the asking to any one. Each member should read the full report
and be in touch with the general mission work of the church.

The year has not been marked with any large ingathering.
Some progress has been made in accessions. For the most part,
however, the work of developing the native church has been lar°-elv
aimed at. The full report enters in detail into the condition of
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each field, the statements having been prepared by the workers

on the field themselves. Workers are the crying need. Not only

foreign ones are needed, but natives who can do efficient service.

This latter class are being developed just as fast as time will permit,

and shortly a goodly number will be able to labor among their

own people with power and, it is to be hoped, with good results.

The fact that from the large army of workers at home no one

among the many who are prepared to enter the mission field,

offered themselves, or felt called to go, is a matter for very serious

consideration. No one to go when the Committee is ready to

send, when God makes the loud appeal through the needs of the

field! No one to go, while thousands are dying daily without a

Christ! Surely if ever in the history of the church the Master's

word, " Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that he should, send forth

laborers," is in place, it is now. Will not this Conference, will

not the beloved Brotherhood, cry mightily unto the Lord in this

the need of the church?

The expenditures of the Committee the current year, as taken

in total from the full report, are as follows:

World-wide fund, $ 37.070.88

India, mission, 25,578.18

Church Extension, loans made • • 1,700.00

Ministerial relief, ,

'

* 318.00

Gish Testament Fund, 235.60

Gish Publishing Fund, 2,689.95

Total expenditures, • S 67,592.61

In addition to the above expenditures, there were during the

year paid in, which is held by the Committee in trust and added

to funds already on hand, the following amounts:

Brooklyn Meetinghouse fund $ 4,173.78

Endowment, 36,529.28

The assets of the Committee are as follows:

Cash on hands, ? 9,238.45

First mortgages on farm lands, 351,630.09

Invested in Brethren Publishing House 130,0 00.00

Real Estate, • • • • 47,589.90

Estimated value of Gish estate not included in interest bear-

ing funds, 7,500.00

Value of real estate above investment 2,500.00

Church Extension loans 7,581.30

Due from Brethren Publishing House, 8,000.00

Total assets, March 30', 1907, . ,
$564,039.74



860 Minutes of Annual Meeting of
|

1907

The end of the year showed the following financial condition

of the Brethren Pnblishing House:

Resources—
Cash on hands, . $ 3,972.28

Office fixtures, 2,040.82

Machinery, 62,922.68

General outfit, 10,145.64

Old ledger accounts unpaid, 309.08

Accounts receivable, 10,676.41

Expense, 251.50

Merchandise on hands, 7,682.05

Periodical merchandise on hands, . 2,048.84

Job merchandise, 3,720.84

Bookstore merchandise 2,043.18

Miscellaneous, 558.65

Total,
i

$106,371.97

Liabilities—

•

Unexpired periodical subscriptions, $ 23,880.01

Bookstore, . 912.40

Net capital invested 81,579.56

Total, $106,371.97

Within the past year buildings for the House have been more
than doubled in floor space at a cost of $35,000 on the part of the

Committee. The House of itself, in addition, put in equipment and

stock a little over $40,000. The demands have fully justified this

outlay.

The Gish Fund.

The year has been an unusually good one in this department.

Ministers have taken greater interest in the books offered them
through this medium as is shown in the fact that 6,424 volumes
were sent out this year as against 3,346 last year. This is an en-

couraging sign. The Committee is very desirous of placing the

best books possible in the hands of the ministers and hopes to en-

large its usefulness very rapidly.

Conclusion.

Save in mission receipts, the work has pushed forward. Just

why there should be about $2,250 less donated this year, a year of

marked prosperity, is hard to explain. May it be possible that

as we are prospered we forget God more? If that be true, will

our forgetfulness be the occasion of sending reverses upon us so

that we will come back to him? Be this as it may, it is sad—very,

VERY sad for your Committee—that in this year of greatest of
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plenty and prosperity it must report a shortage in contributions,

and NO ONE TO GO.
This is not meant for a discouraging note. God reigns. Our

Father is good. He can wrestle good out of these seeming reverses.

But it would be a joy if the church would take better hold, do a

greater work, and be more active in turning the world upside-down

for Christ. The new fiscal year is already well under way. A com-

mittee, according to your decision, is being sent to visit the churches

in Europe, and repair and make the best disposition of the work in

France and Switzerland winch Brother Fercken so ruthlessly

dropped last November. Your servants, the Committee, have, no

other thought than to press on earnestly, but as they do, they beg

for prayers and wrestlings in the closets by the Brotherhood, such

as will make the new year a greater success for the Master. Amen.
D. L. Miller, Illinois.

H. C. Early, Virginia.

John Zuck, Iowa.

L. W. Teeter, Indiana.

Chas. D. Bonsack, District of Columbia.

2. Auditor's report.

We your committee appointed to audit the books and accounts

of the General Missionary and Tract Committee including those of

the Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the following report:

We verified all the additions in the various account books and

checked the postings to the ledgers and verified the results of the

financial statements herewith submitted to you and find the same to

be correct.

We found vouchers for all items of money expended; we ex-

amined the securities and found the amounts as herewith reported.

All records have been carefully made and all explanations prop-

erly accounted for.

Lewis R. Peifer^

R. E. Burger,

J. P. Holsinger.

May 27, 1907.

3. Annual Meeting treasurer's report for year ending April

10, 19D7:
Receipts.

1906.

April 1, Balance on hand, $ 7 60

July 7, Borrowed from Gen. Miss, and Tract Com., 200 00

Oct. 8, Borrowed from Gen. Miss, and Tract Com 200 00

March 28, 1907, Proceeds from Annual Meeting- Minutes 174 16

$581 76
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1906.

Expenditures.

July 5, H. G. Miller, visiting Bridgewater College, $ 3 00
July 5, Peter Garber, visiting- Bridgewatei College, 4 50
July 5, H. C. Early, visiting Bridgewater College, '. 4 50
July 5, C. A. Williams, % expense as delegate from Washing-

ton and Idaho, 46 93
Held one year for hick of funds.

July 5, L. B. Keltner, % expenses delegate from Washington
and Idaho, 4115

July 5, W. R. Deeter, visiting North Manchester College, 4 00
July 5, J. H. Wright, visiting North Manchester College, .... 1 50
July 5, Geo. L. Studebaker, visiting North Manchester College, 5 00
July 5, Geo. Manon, visiting McPherson College, , ..

,

9 00
July 5, D. Rowland, visiting Mt. Morris College', 10 00
July 5, J. S. Mohler, visiting McPherson College 23 3 6
July 5, George L. Studebaker, committee West Dayton church, 2 50
July 5, I. 13. Parker, committee West Dayton church, .'. 5 25
July 5, C. C. Price, three visits Mt. Morris College, 6 00
July 5, Michael Keller, visiting McPherson College, 15 29
July 5, M. S. Newcomer, visiting Mt. Morris College, 10 00
July 5, Stamps and stationery, .

'

70
Aug. 3 0, Thomas B. Maddock, visiting Juniata College, 7 16
Aug. 30, D. A. Stayer, visiting Juniata College, 7 50
Aug. 30, S. J. Swigart, visiting Juniata College, 440
Aug. 30, Stamps, r ,

Oct S, D. Hays, committee work, Eastern Pennsylvania, 49 62
Oct. 8, Albert Hollinger, committee work, Eastern Pa.,' 29 00
Oct. S, L, T. Holsinger, committee work. Eastern Pa., 72 24
Oct. S, David Rowland, visiting Mt. Morris College, . . ,

.'

12 00
Oct. S, Stamps, ..

fi

1907.

April 10, I, W. Taylor, visiting West Dayton church 64 41
April 10, G. S. Arnold, committee work, Western Pa 4 15
April 10, Z. Annon, committee work, Western Pa s 95
April 10, J. II. Longanecker, committee work, Western Pa., ... 13 58
April 10, W. R. Deeter, visiting North Manchester College/.!!! 5 00
April 10, J. H. Wright, visiting North Manchester College! 1 50
April 10, Geo. L. Studebaker, visiting North Manchester College 1 50
April 10, Postage, „-
April 10, Cash on hand, ...... ,A, C1

1 u i or

$5 81 7 6

Deducting the cash on hand from the amount borrowed and
not paid back, leaves the treasury in debt, $292.49.

We examined the within report (consisting of two pages) and
found it correct.

Lewis R. Peifcr, R, E. Burger, J. P. Holsinger, Auditing Com-
mittee for
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Committees Appointed.

Committee on Credentials.—David Hollinger, S. H. Miller,

Jasper Barnthouse.

Committee on Resolutions.—J. J. Yoder, T. T. Myers, M. W.
Emmert.

Sunday School Advisory Committee.—Levi Minnich, 1910; S. J.

Miller, 1909; Otto L. Minnich, 1908.

Tract Examining Committee.—I. J. Rosenberger, 1912; A. C.

Wieand, 1911; John S. Mohler, 1910; T. C. Denton, 1909; D. Hays,

1908.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting.—R. E. Arnold.

Missionary and Tract Committee.— C. D. Bonsack, 1910; II. C.

Early, 1910; L. W. Teeter, 1909; D. L. Miller, 1908; John Zuck,1908.

Gospel Messenger Advisory Committee.— G. S. Arnold, 1910;

Chas. M. Yearout, 1909; P. R. Keltner, 1908.

Auditing Committee.—L. R. Peifer, 1910; R. E. Burger, 1909;

Aaron L. Clair, 1908.

School Visiting Committee, with the names of those appointed

in 1907.—Juniata College, D. A. Stayer; Bridgewater College, H. G:

Miller; Mt. Morris College, C. Ah Suter; M. S. Newcomer resigns,

S. I. Newcomer appointed instead; McPherson College, M. Keller;

North Manchester College, W. R. Deeter; Lordshurg College, Geo,

Chemberlen.

Annual Meeting Railroad Committee.—D. L. Miller, Mt. Morris,

III, Foreman. J. G. Rover, Mt. Morris, 111., Western Association;

G. A. Snider, Fostoria, Ohio, Central Association; E. W. Stoner,

Union Bridge, Md., Eastern Association; P. S. Miller, Roanoke, Va.,

Southeastern Association; W. C. Hanawalt, Fordsburg, Cal., South-

western Association; D. B. Eby, Sunnyside, Wash., Northwestern

Association.

Committee on Greetings.—A. Hutchison, I. N. FT Beahm, D.

H. Zigler.

Committees to Chinches.

Mississinewa, Inch: I. F. Berkey, L. H. Dickey, H. W. Kriegh-

baum.

Ft. Wayne, Tnd.: D. F. Hoover, S. M. Smith, J. C. Bright.

Eastern Pennsylvania: F. T. Holsinger, D. Hays, P. S. Mr
iller.

West Dayton, Ohio: F W. Taylor, D. F. Hoover, G. W.
Fentz, D. Hays, I. F. Berkey.

LETTERS OF GREETING.
From Switzerland and France.

To the Moderator of the Annual Meeting of 1907.
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Dear Brethren: We, the members and workers in this district,

send greetings to Annual Meeting of 1907. We are very thankful

to our heavenly Father for his many blessings, and for your con-

tinued prayer and support. We desire in the future to go forward
in doing a more earnest work for Christ Jesus, and even through
the difficulties hold up high the standard of the Gospel. God bless

you now in your meeting and forever. Amen.
Adrian and Lizzie Pellet.

Reply to Switzerland and France.

Los Angeles, Cal., May 23, 1907.

To the Father's children in the First District of Switzerland and
France, Greeting:

We, the brethren and sisters now in Conference assembled in

this city hereby inform you, that your letter of Christian greeting
has been received and accepted, and we pray our Father in heaven
to continue his blessings unto you. And this year we send unto
you our beloved elders, H. C. Early and Galen B. Royer, whom we
commend to you as true men, and ministers of Christ. And we trust

their words of wisdom and tokens of love may inspire you to more
full and thorough consecration to the Master's cause. And now
may the Holy Spirit ever guide you and us, until our work on earth

is done. Signed in behalf of the Conference by,

L. T. Holsinger, Moderator; S. N. McCann, Writing Clerk.

From Denmark.

To the Annual Conference of 190/, Greeting:

We, the brethren and sisters in Denmark as a district, through
our district meeting, held at Hordum, Nov. 25 1906, have no query
to present this year, but desire hereby to express our love and ap-

preciation to the Brotherhood in America for all the help and in-

terest shown us during the past years up to the present time. We
are still pressing forward trying to do what we can, and ask an

interest in your prayers that souls may be saved and the work move
forward. We earnestly contend for the faith which, was once de-

livered unto the saints. Our prayer is that the grace of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ may be with you in your meeting, and that

all in the Conference may be blessed and led with the Holy Ghost,

and your work result in much good for the whole Brotherhood,

and in spreading the Gospel of Christ to all nations. Amen. In

behalf of the Brethren churches in Denmark. Signed by elders:

M. Johansen, C. C. Eskildsen, P. C. Poulsen, C. Hansen, Secre-

tary.
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Reply to Denmark.

To the Churches in Denmark and Sweden, Greeting:

We, the brethren and sisters of America, at Los Angeles, Cal.,

in Annual Meeting assembled, receive with pleasure your words
of encouragement and expressions of brotherly affection. It is with

exceeding great joy that we see this renewed evidence of your

fidelity to Christ and your continued loyalty to our beloved Broth-

erhood. In this our return salutation we would express our sincere

love for you all. It is also our intense desire that you continue

steadfast in our most holy faith and that you labor earnestly for the

salvation of your countrymen. This year we send to you our beloved

elders, H. C. Early and Galen B. Roj^er, whom we commend to you

as true ministers of Christ. We trust their words of wisdom and

tokens of love may inspire you to a deeper consecration to the

Master's cause. Now unto this end we unitedly pray that the

Holy Spirit may direct your lives. Signeel in behalf of all the

churches in America,

L. T. Holsinger, Moderator; S. N. McCann, Writing Clerk.

From First District of Arkansas and Southern Missouri.

To the Standing Committee at Annual Meeting assembled, Greet-

ing:

We, the members of the First District of Arkansas and South-

eastern Missouri in district meeting assembled this first day of

November, 1906, at Palestine, Ark., decided to represent at Annual

Meeting of 1907 by letter. The district has no eateries to send to

Annual Meeting, but send their love and greetings, and our prayer

is that what may be passed at said meeting may be for the good of

the whole Brotherhood.

Elder. J. H. Neher, Moderator; H. I. Buechley, Writing Clerk.

Reply to First District of Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri.

To the First District of Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri, Greet-

ing:

We, the brethren in Annual Meeting assembled, are pleased to

acknowledge your representation by letter. The greeting and

body of the epistle are most kindly received. We send you the

good wishes and prayers of the meeting that the Lord may great-

ly prosper you in the sustenance and spread of primitive Christian-

ity throughout your district.

L. T. Holsinger, Moderator; S. N. McCann, Writing Clerk

55
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From Cuba.

To the Brethren and Sisters assembled in Annual Meeting, Greet-

ing:

We, the First Brethren church of Cuba, desire to express our

interest in the great Annual Conference of 1907. Our united pray-

er is that the Holy Spirit may preside over the hearts and minds

of all present, that whatever is said and done may be to the honor

of God and the upbuilding of his cause and Kingdom. We are glad

to say the Lord has directed the organization of a Brethren chtirch

at this place, and our desire was to have been represented by dele-

gate in Annual Conference this year, but circumstances have pre-

vented. We therefore beg an interest in the prayers of all the

dear brethren and sisters in our behalf, that the work of the Lord
may prosper in the island of Cuba, and much good be accomplished

here and elsewhere. In behalf of the church.

Minta Eby, Clerk.

Reply to Cuba.

To the Brethren and Sisters in Cuba, Greeting:

In Annual Conference assembled at Los Angeles, Cal. We,
the brethren and sisters of America, receive with joy your saluta-

tion of love. It is a source of pleasure and helpfulness to us to

know that we, in our deliberations, are held in memory by your

little band of believers. In our return message we would express

our appreciation of your tokens of brotherly affection. We also

desire to commend you for your zeal in establishing the church

in Cuba. It is our united prayer that you shall ever continue faith-

ful in the Master's cause and that you may be instrumental in win-

ning many to the Lord. To this end we commend you all to him
who is abundantly able to keep you.

L, T, Holsinger, Moderator; S. N. McCann, Writing Clerk.

From the District Meeting of Sweden.

To the Annual Meeting of the Brethren in America. Dear

Brethren and Sisters:

Ma3r the peace of God and his grace be with you. Another year

has gone into eternity, and our heavenly Father has given us grace

to meet in district conference, this time in Kjeflinge. In truth,

the ways of the Lord are wonderful, and it is remarkable to see

how he leads his people. We have received much help both in body

and spirit from our Master, and truly the help we have received

through you dear brethren and sisters, is great, for which we feel

very grateful to God our heavenly Father, who through Jesus

Christ our Savior has given you the mind to help us to bring the
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whole Gospel to our Swedish people. Never in time can we repay

what we have received, but we desire from the depth of our hearts

always to press forward toward perfection, and the fulness of

Christ. May our heavenly Father richly repay you for your sac-

rifice toward us. We desire to be remembered by you in the future.

May the heavenly Father richly bless your Yearly Meetings, is our

united prayer. We have no questions to present at this time.

By order of the district meeting.

Elder A. Andersson, Moderator; Elder Per Jonsson, Elder H.
O, Weiler, T. M. Risberg, Sec.

Reply to Sweden.

Los Angeles, Cab, May 23, 1907.

To our dear Brethren and Sisters of the District of Sweden, Greet-

ing:

This is to say, that we, the brethren and sisters in conference

assembled in Los Angeles, California, have received and gladly ac-

cepted your greetings of love, and hereby extend unto you our

heartfelt love, and pray our heavenly Father to continue his rich-

est blessings unto you. And now may the Holy Spirit ever abide

with you and us until our work on earth is done. Signed in behalf

of the Conference by,

L. T. Holsinger, Moderator; S. N. McCann, Writing Clerk.

RESOLUTIONS.

[We delayed printing Minutes until June 18, and still the

Resolutions had not reached us.]

STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 1907.

1. First District of India, S. N. McCann
2. First District of Switzerland and France,

3. Swe den,

4. Denmark,

5. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, T. Harman Stover

6. Southern California and Arizona, Edmund Forney

7. Northern California, .David Snyder

8. Oklahoma and Indian Territory, Samuel Edgecomb
9. Texas and Southwestern Louisiana, A. A. Sutter

10. Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Northwestern

Oklahoma, ' M. Keller

11. Northwestern Kansas, and Northern Colorado, ..T. E. George

12. Southeastern Kansas, S. E. Lantz

13. Northeastern Kansas, William Davis
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14. Nebraska, N, B. Wagoner
15. North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Western Canada,....

George Strycker

16. Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and South Dakota,

J. E. Ralston
17. Middle Iowa, I. W. Brubaker
18. Southern Iowa, H. C. N. Coffman
19. Northern Missouri, J. H. Keller

20. Middle Missouri, G. W. Lentz
21. Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas, . . F. W. Dove
22. First District of Arkansas and Southern Missouri, ..By Letter

23. Southern Illinois, D. J. Blickenstaff

24. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, John Heckman
25. Michigan, By Letter

26. Northern Indiana, I. L. Berkey
27. Middle Indiana, Daniel Snell

28. Southern Indiana, L. T. Holsinger

29. Northwestern Ohio, L. H. Dickey

30. Northeastern Ohio, Noah Longanecker

31. Southern Ohio, D. M. Garver, I. J. Rosenberger
32. Western Pennsylvania, . Silas S. Blough
33. Middle Pennsylvania, W. J. Swigart

34. Southern Pennsylvania, Wm. A. Anthony
35. Eastern Pennsylvania, J. T. Myers, John Herr

36. Western Maryland, By Letter

37. Middle Maryland, D. V. Long
38. Eastern Maryland, Geo. K. Sappington

39. Second District of West Virginia, By Letter

40. First District of West Virginia, By Letter

41. Second District of Virginia, H. G. Miller, A. S. Thomas
42. First District of Virginia, J. A. Dove, Henry Ikenberry

43. Tennessee, John II. Garst

44. North and South Carolina and Georgia, ..J. Henry Peterson

L. T. Holsinger, Moderator; John Heckman, Reading Clerk;

S. N. McCann, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1

Des Moines, Iowa.

On Tuesday morning, June 9, at 8 A. M., the Annual Meeting
wras called to order. After devotional exercises, conducted by Eld,

John Wise, of Kansas, the following organization was announced:
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H. C. Early, of Virginia, Moderator; Eld. S. F. Sanger, of Indiana,

Reading Clerk; Eld. A. C. Wieand, of Illinois, Writing Clerk; John

C. Zug, of Pennsylvania, Doorkeeper.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. Educational Board.

A number of papers on the moral and religious guidance and

control of the Brethren schools were referred to a committee; the

following clauses of their report were adopted:

1. Standing Committee of Annual Meeting shall appoint an

Educational Board of seven brethren, to be confirmed by the open

Conference for a term of five years each, except those first ap-

pointed, two of whom shall serve five years, two four years, two

three years and one two years, respectively, as indicated by Stand-

ing Committee.

2. Three members of the Educational Board shall be chosen

from the schools, and four shall be chosen who are not connected

with the schools; the majority of the board shall be ordained elders

and they shall organize by electing a chairman, a secretary and

treasurer from their own number.

3. The Educational Board shall be composed of brethren who

are favorable to Christian education, broad-minded and who are

working faithfully in harmony with the principles of church govern-

ment as defined by Annual Meeting.

4. The Educational Board shall meet annually, or oftener if

circumstances require it, and it shall visit, in body, each school

once a year, or oftener if conditions demand it; or at the discre-

tion of the Board, it may appoint three or more of its number to

discharge this duty.

5. All questions arising as to teachers, textbooks, courses of

study, athletics, church government, morals and religion, in con-

nection with the several schools shall be referred to the Educa-

tional Board for decision.

6. The Educational Board shall have authority to make its

decisions operative, and all appeals from its decisions shall be made

to Standing Committee of Annual Meeting.

7. The Educational Board shall have the same moral and

spiritual supervision over the several schools whose property is not

owned by State Districts, but recognized by Annual Meeting, as

those owned by State Districts and that such schools shall make

full written report annually, to said Educational Board.

8. The Educational Board shall make written report annually

of the condition of the several schools to Standing Committee of
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Annual Meeting, the report to be at the disposal of the Standing
Committee.

9. The Educational Board shall be allowed $2.00 per day for

actual time, and expenses incurred in its work, these expenses to

be paid by Annual Meeting Treasurer out of a fund provided by
Annual Meeting for this purpose.

10. All former decisions in conflict with this report are hereby
repealed.

Educational Board.

A. C. Wieand, five years, 1913; S. G. Lehmer, five years, 1913;

J. C. Bright, four years, 1912; W. B. Yount, four years, 1912; Ed-
ward Frantz, three years, 1911; L. T. Ilolsinger, three years, 1911;

H. C. Early, two years, 1910.

2. Supporting Pastors and Evangelists.

To the district meeting of North Dakota, Northern Minnesota
and Assiniboia, Canada, greeting: Inasmuch as the cause of

Christ is suffering in our beloved Brotherhood, for the want of the

proper support of the ministry, we, the members of the Berthold
church, North Dakota, petition Annual Meeting of 1906, through
district meeting, to devise a plan or method by which the pastors
and evangelists of our church shall receive a gospel support (1 Cor.
9: 14 and 1 Tim. 5: 17, 18), that they may give themselves wholly to

the work (1 Tim. 4: 13-15).

Answer: We recognize that, under the present unequaled dis-
tribution of our ministry, too often needed help is not given, the
work of the ministry is much hindered and the cause is made to
suffer, because the ministry has these financial hindrances. But we
also recognize that our ministry, as it stands in relation to the
church today, is gradually undergoing material changes, and that
any legislation or radical change, in advance of this movement we
seem to be undergoing, would be injurious to the church and the
sacred calling of our ministry.

We therefore recommend that our Brotherhood exercise the
utmost care and patience, while this conscious change is taking
place. We need to be exceedingly careful in attempting to effect
improvements along this line, when there seems to be" an entire
transformation coming over us, that our ministry does not fall
from the high standard it has always held among "our people, and
degenerate into a class of hirelings, and thereby lose our power.

We further recommend that our churches comply more with
the gospel rule of giving. See 1 Cor. 16: 2. If our churches would
reduce to a system the recommendations of the Gospel, as sug-
gested in the above text, and the scriptures referred to in the
query, very much of the want that is being felt today would be re-
lieved.

We further suggest that the mission boards of the various
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districts of the Brotherhood study this question prayerfully, in

relation to their several districts, and endeavor to encourage more
the scriptural plan of freewill giving from every member in the

district, having in mind this particular thing, of giving a worthy
minister a proper support.

3. The Temperance Question.

Believing that the general opposing sentiment of the Brethren

church toward the evil known as " intemperance ' is right in its

principle, and, believing that a further organized and concerted

effort on the part of the church as a whole, can accomplish still

greater results favorable to its sentiments; therefore,

We, the Altoona church of Middle Pennsylvania, petition An-

nual Meeting, through district meeting, to appoint a committe

of three, to draft a plan for creating and maintaining, through the

approval of Annual Meeting, a permanent temperance committee,

for the purpose of rendering service to the Brotherhood in de-

fending their homes against the invasion of this evil, by providing

for a temperance sermon at Annual Meeting, encouraging district

organization in order to awaken and strengthen expression among
our members, young and old, to select and distribute tracts and

helpful literature, or any method looking to the end contemplated

that meets the approval of the committee and Annual Meeting.

Report of Committee.

To the Annual Meeting of the German Baptist Brethren in

Conference, assembled at Des Moines, Iowa, June 9-11, 1908, Greet-

ing:

We, your Committee, appointed by Annual Meeting of 1907,

to formulate a plan for creating and maintaining a permanent tem-

perance committee, realizing that it is the duty of Christians to

endeavor to suppress all forms of evil that imperil the morality of

the people, as well as the sacred interests of the visible church, and

realizing that the present Use of intoxicating liquors, as a beverage,

constitutes such evil, therefore we beg to submit the following

recommendations

:

I. That a permanent temperance committee be appointed,

consisting of three members, whose term of office shall be three

years, with the exception of two in the first appointment, which

shall be one and two years respectively, each recurring vacancy to

be filled by appointing a member thereto for three years.

II. The duties of this committee shall be:

1. To diligently inquire into the conditions as they exist in

the Brotherhood concerning the different phases of this evil; and
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select, write, or cause to be written, terse, helpful tracts in favor

of temperance,

2. To constitute a bureau for procuring information as to the

general temperance movement, and secure, and cause to be given to

our membership, from time to time, through our church publica-

tions, such information as may be helpful in creating a more con-
certed action in dealing with the temperance question.

3. To assist State Districts and local congregations to organ-
ize and maintain aggressive movements toward counteracting and
stamping out the evil of intemperance.

4. To render such personal assistance in holding district or
local temperance meetings as may be deemed practical.

5. To create and quicken, in the minds of old and young,
sentiment against this evil; to warn against the personal use of in-

toxicants of all grades, and to awaken opposition to the partnership
of our State and National Governments in the traffic, by sharing

the unrighteous profits and protecting, licensing, and fostering

this great peril to all that is righteous and desirable to human
life and hope.

6. To report annually to the General Conference the progress
of their work, their methods of operation, etc., and suggest any
further plans for approval, that may appeal favorably to them.

7. To create a treasury to provide means for defraying ex-

penses incurred, through a plan embracing contributions from the

different congregations, subject to the approval of Annual Meet-
ing.

8. To arrange and have executed at time and place of each
Annual Meeting a temperance program, consisting of either a tem-
perance sermon, or such discussions of temperance topics as may
tend to quicken interest in the cause, ami emphasize our long-es-

tablished temperance principles before our membership and the

world.

III. That all these recommendations be carried out in accord
with gospel principles, and subject to the directing care of the
church.

4. Change of Our Church Name.

Query.—The Grand Valley church, Colorado, petitions Annual
Meeting, through district meeting of Northwestern Kansas and
Colorado: As the word " German " in our church name, "German
Baptist Brethren," is no longer applicable to us, as a denomina-
tion, but is misleading and in many places detrimental to our
church work, and since there is another denomination by the name
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of
l German Baptist," thus creating confusion, therefore we ask

Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to drop the word w Ger-
man " from our church name.

After referring the matter to a committee for one year, after

much investigation, and ample discussion, with much unanimity
and good feeling, the church name was by a large majority changed
from "German Baptist Brethren Church" to "Church of the

Brethren."

A legal statement of this action was duly certified to by the

officers of the Conference before a notary public, and placed in the

archives of the church at Elgin, 111.

5. To the Standing Committee and the Annual Meeting of 1908:—
The General Missionary and Tract Committee respectfully re-

quests its name changed from the " General Missionary and Tract
Committee ' to the ' General Mission Board," so that hereafter it

will be known as the General Mission Board of the Church of

the Brethren.

Respectfully,

Galen B. Royer, Secretary and Treasurer.

Answer: Request granted.

6. Questioning Applicants for Baptism.

(a) Inasmuch as there is so much confusion of mind in the

water at the time of baptism caused by nervousness from various

conditions of the body coming in contact with the water, more es-

pecially in the young, thus rendering the mind incapable of in-

telligently answering questions, also an improper state of mind for

the reception of the Holy Ghost; therefore: We, the Paradise

Prairie church, ask district meeting of 1906 to ask Annual Meeting

to grant the administrator the privilege of asking the questions be-

fore entering the water, and the laying on of hands and prayer be

postponed until clothes are changed and a convenient place is se-

cured.

Answer by district meeting.—Yes. See Matt. 3: 16; Acts 8:

14, 17 and 37.

(b) The Quemahoning church in regular council assembled

ask Annual Meeting through district meeting of the Western Dis-

trict of Pennsylvania to revise Article 3, Minutes of 1848, so as

to permit asking the three questions, that are asked the applicant

for baptism, in the water, at the conclusion of the reading of the

Scripture and the other questions asked. Then have prayer at the

water-side, and in the water after kneeling say, "Upon thy confes-
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sion of faith which thou hast made before God and witnesses, thou

shalt for the remission of sins be baptized in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost/'

Passed to Annual Meeting.

Referred to D. Hays, L. W. Teeter, H. B. Brumbaugh, to report

to Annual Meeting of 1908:

Report of Committee. (1908.)

The committee appointed to consider queries (a) and (b),

pages 10 and 11, Minutes of Annual Meeting for 1907, concerning

the time and place for the prerequisites in baptism and in con-

cluding the rite, is not prepared to submit a report at this stage of

the investigation.—Committee: D. Hays, L. W. Teeter, H. B.

Brumbaugh.

Answer: Report accepted and committee continued.

7. Sisters Breaking the Bread and Passing the Cup.

(a) We, the sisters of the Grundy County church, knowing

that the Brethren in the beginning of our church gave the sisters

the same privilege that the brethren enjoyed in acknowledging

Christ as their head in the breaking of the bread and passing the

cup, as they were commanded, "This do in r erne nib ranee of me,"

Luke 22: 19, and we sisters, seeing that we have made the same

covenant with God in Christ Jesus that the brethren have made,

petition Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to grant us the

same privilege in the breaking of bread and passing the cup that the

brethren enjoy in fulfilling the Word of the Lord. 1 Cor. 10: 16.

(Passed by Grundy County church.)

(b) We, the Surrey church, petition Annual Meeting, through

district meeting of North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Assini-

boia, Canada, to permit the sisters to break bread and pass the

cup at communion services.

Answer: We recommend that these papers be placed in the

hands of a committee of live to investigate the matter of breaking
bread by the sisters.

1. As to its scriptural authority.

2. As to its agreement with the practice of the primitive
c hurch.

3. As it relates to the practice of the church during Hie past
two hundred years, and to report to the Annual Meeting.

Committee: E. B. Hoff, H. C. Early, A. G. Crosswhite, J. E.

Miller, D. C. Flory.

Your committee reports as follows: The matter is under in-



1908] the Church of the Brethren 875

vestigation but not ready for a report at this meeting.—E. B. Hoff,

H. C. Early, D, C. Flory, A. G. Crosswhite.

Report accepted and committee continued.

QUERIES.

1. Inasmuch as it is the purpose and desire of the Board of

Directors of Botetourt Normal College, at Daleville, Va., to work

more successfully, and in harmony with the Brethren church, in

the preparation of young ministers, Sunday-school workers and

missionaries, we, the Board of Directors, ask district meeting to

recognize the aforesaid institution as a Brethren school, and grant

us the privilege of soliciting patronage from the several churches

in the district.

Answer; Recognition accorded.

2. For the welfare of the church,, and for the advancement of

our educational work, the Second District of Virginia urgently

petitions the Annual Meeting of 1908 to decide, (1) Whether

the modern, intercollegiate baseball contests, with their attendant

influences, are consistent with gospel teaching and in accord with

the principles held by the church, and, (2) whether the trustees of

the colleges owned by the church should permit the student body

to engage in a series of such contests.

Answer: Referred to Educational Board.

3. The Second District of Virginia respectfully petitions

Annual Meeting that the Annual Meeting of 1909 be held within

the limits of said district.

An swe r : R e qU est granted.

4. We, the members of the ITagerstown church, assembled in

regular council, do hereby petition Annual Meeting, through district

meeting of Middle Maryland, to provide: (a) For a more compre-

hensive Sunday-school literature for adult Bible classes, (b) For

literature better suited for the Home Department.

Answer: Since the General Mission Board has taken steps to

meet this demand, we refer this paper to that Board to refer to

such committee as they may appoint for consideration.

5. -Pipe Creek church in whose territory Maryland Collegiate

Institute, of Union Bridge, Maryland, is located, asks district meet-

ing to ask Annual Meeting to take said institution under its foster-

ing care, as it has other schools of the Brotherhood.

Answer: Recognition accorded.
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6. We, the West ConestOga church, petition Annual Meeting,

through district meeting of Eastern Pennsylvania, to instruct the

Brethren Publishing House to eliminate all patent medicine and

quack doctor advertisements from its publications.

Answer: We, the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, recom-
mend Annual Meeting to instruct the Brethren Publishing House
that all medical advertisements be eliminated from its various pub-
lications.

Passed by Annual Meeting.

7. We, the members of the Huntingdon Brethren church, peti-

tion Annual Meeting, through district meeting, at this Bicentennial

celebration of the Dunker Brethren church, to encourage, so far as

possible, a union of all the branches of the church, viz., the Old

Order, Progressive, and Conservative Brethren. We do not pro-

pose a plan, but ask and pray that a plan of union, in keeping with

our traditions and ancestry be made, and that such plan shall not

violate any gospel principle.

Answer: While we would gladly welcome the Old Order and
Progressive Brethren into the church, we cannot see the practica-

bility of making the effort proposed in this paper, so long as we
have no evidence of their desire, as bodies, to return.

8. We, the Elgin congregation, ask the district meeting of

Northern Illinois and Wisconsin to petition Annual Meeting of

1908 to appoint a committee of three, to draft, and offer for adop-

tion a plan by which a field secretary may lie supported who can

give his entire time to the supervision of the Sunday-school work
of the Brotherhood.

Answer: Request granted, and funds are to be provided by
Annual Meeting so the Committee can meet.

Committee: I. B. Trout, D. N. Eller, Lafayette Steele.

' 9. The Macoupin Creek church asks Annual Meeting, through

district meeting of Southern District of Illinois, to reconsider the

report of committee in Article 1 of 1904, and so amend that breth-

ren may belong to such labor organizations as do not require them

to violate any gospel principle.

Answer: Since the church lias eAr er held sacred and inviolate

her Gospel principles against secret and oathbound organizations,
and all labor unions, and inasmuch as there is so much trouble be-
tween labor organizations and capitalists, we consider it unwise and
exceedingly dangerous for our brethren to unite with any labor
union. See John 18: 36; Philpp. 2: 15; and Art. 1, 1904, Annual
leeting Minutes.

10. Inasmuch as many of the State Districts have organized to
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promote the cause of the Christian Workers' Meetings, there is felt

a great need of a central organization to unify and encourage the

movement throughout the Brotherhood; therefore, we, the Mc-
pherson church, petition Annual Meeting through district meeting
to provide the needed organization.

Answer: Referred to Sunday-school Advisory Committee who
are hereby empowered for this work.

11. We, the School Committee, chosen by the State District

of Northern Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Western Canada, to

ask Annual Meeting of 1908 to grant the above-named district the

privilege of establishing a Brethren school in said district, do so

petition.

Answer: Request granted.

12. Whereas the Annual Meeting of 1905 heartily endorsed the

work of saving homeless children, and urged that other districts

awake to this important work, and, inasmuch as some districts

have now taken up this work under somewhat similar methods,

while others have not taken it up: Therefore the district meeting

of Oklahoma petitions Annual Meeting of 1908 to appoint a com-

mittee of five brethren from various portions of the Brotherhood,

who are interested in the work of saving homeless children, to in-

vestigate the various methods of caring for such children, and
present to the Annual Meeting of 1909 a plan or method so that all

state districts can organize and carry on a similar system of car-

ing for orphans and homeless children, and can cooperate together

so as to accomplish the greatest good to the greatest number.

Answer: Request granted, and committee appointed.
Committee: Frank Fisher, George C. Carl, David Emmert.

(Committee to organize themselves.)

13. We, the Powells Valley church, ask Annual Meeting

through district meeting of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, to de-

cide that no brother can serve as delegate from the local church to

Annual Meeting more than two years in succession; nor more than

two years in four, when possible.

Answer: Considered that it is best for each state district to

make its own regulations in this matter.

14. The following persons were appointed as missionaries to

foreign countries: George W, Hilton, North Dakota; Sister George

W. Hilton, North Dakota; Ida Himmelsbaugh, Pennsylvania;

Katharine Zigler, Pennsylvania; Blanche Lentz, Ohio.
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Reports.

Report of General Missionary and Tract Committee.

To the Standing Committee and to the Annual Meeting of 1908:

It is difficult to give a brief report of a work that covers the

church's occupation in Indiana, France, Denmark and Sweden, as

well as parts of the United States. But the Lord has been near

his laborers and good has been accomplished. In India forty-five

were received into membership by baptism, and ten reclaimed.

Their total membership in 787. They have 1,027 in Sunday school,

and their total collections for the year, amounted to nearly two
hundred dollars. On the basis of our money, that would mean
about $600 for us, and even more if our resources should be taken

into account.

The churches in Europe were visited last year according to

appointment by Conference, Bro. Bonsack of Washington, D. C,
taking Bro. Early's place. Everywhere the greeting was cordial,

and the thankfulness with which they received the help from Amer-
ica will do any soul good to receive from them first-handed. There

have been some seven accessions in Denmark and Sweden within

the year, while in Switzerland there has been a great falling away,
through the unfaithfulness of G. J. Fercken. Brother and Sister

Pellet are doing their best in France, and the faithful have taken

new courage.

The Board made the following general expenditures:

Through World-wide fund $48,07G 65

Through India fund 22,040 99

Through Church Extension, 4,000 00

Through Missionary and Ministerial Relief, 4S6 00

Total, ; $74,603 64

Less duplicate from World-wide fund $10,033 85

Actual amount spent 64,569 79

District Boards were helped to the amount of, 6,200 00

The Endowment was increased 31,652 66

The total assets now are $603,747 75

an increase over last year of 39,708 01

The Brethren Publishing House business grows and most of

the publications show a healthy increase in circulation.

This is but a brief report made from the complete report

which has been audited, and will be sent for the asking to any ad-

dress. Be interested enough to get a copy of the report if you
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are not subscribing for the Missionary Visitor in the June number
of which it is published.

D. L. Miller,

H. C. Early,

John Zuck,

L. W. Teeter,

Chas. D. Bon sack.

Committee.
Adopted.

Report of Auditing Committee to Annual Meeting of 1908.

We, your committee, appointed to audit the books and accounts
of the General Missionary and Tract Committee, including- those
of the Brethren Publishing House, beg to submit the following re-

port :

We verified all the additions in the various account books and
checked the postings to the ledgers and verified the results of the

financial statements herewith submitted to you and find the same to

be correct, with the following exceptions:

The report in Missionary Visitor, in several instances, did not
correspond with the books of the Secretary, owing to clerical or

typogra ph i c a 1 e r r o r s

.

On Loan No. 466, there is one interest coupon missing that is

not accounted for on the books of the General Missionary and
Tract Committee. The matter is being investigated through the

bank to which the coupon was supposed to have been sent for

collection.

The Accounts Receivable Record of Brethren Publishing

House does not agree with the Accounts Receivable as shown in

General Ledger, the record showing $9.89 in excess of General

Ledger.

We found vouchers for all items expended. We examined the

securities and found the amounts as herewith reported, with the

exception above mentioned. All records ha\^e been carefully made
and all explanations properly accounted for.

R. E. Burger,

L. R. Peifer,

H. L. Fahrney.

Dated this 25th day of May, A. D. 1908.

Adopted.

Report of Annual Meeting Treasurer for year ending May 15,

1908. R. E. Arnold, Treasurer.
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Colo

Receipts.

19 07.

April 10, Balance on hand,
July 1, G. Mahan, Northern Illinois

July 12, J. J. Yoder, Southwestern Kansas and Southern
July 12, J. M. Moore, Texas and Louisiana,
July 12, H. C. Sheller, Northern Iowa and Minnesota,
July 15, J. S. Gable, Nebraska,
July 17, Wm. P. Bosserman, Oklahoma,
July 2 0, Peter B. Messner, Michigan,
July 20, S. S. Bloeher, N. Dak., Northern Minn., Western Can
July 23, J. M. Brenneman, Northwestern Ohio, ....
July 2 4, N. Oren, Southern Missouri
July 24, Geo. L. Aekley, Northwestern Kans., and Northern C
July 25, John F. Shoemaker, Southern Indiana, . . .

July 27, J. B. Detter, Southern Ohio,
July 2 9, E, B. Brubaker, Eastern Pennsylvania,
July 30, Geo. A. Branseom, North Carolina, .......
Aug.
Aug.

G. W. Ellenberger, Northern Missouri,

Aug.
Aug. 9 Bi 9,

6, Frank N. Sargent, Northeastern Kansas, .

7, J. S. Runs, California and Arizona,
D. F. Gingery, Southern Iowa,

Aug. 2 7, J. H. Garst, First District of Virginia,
Sept. 2 7, J. L. Cunningham, Middle Indiana,
Oct. 3, C. H. Erb, Middle Iowa,
Nov. 12, Geo. S, Arnold, First District of West Virginia,
1908.

Jan. 13, John E. Senseney, Eastern District of Maryland, .

Feb. 15, O. R. Oellig, Southern District of Pennsylvania, .

May 15, Geo. S. Myers, Middle District of Pennsylvania, .

March 30, Proceeds of Annual Meeting Minutes,
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15
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$689 90

Expenditures.

1907.

July
July 9

,

J u i y

July 23,

July 23,

J u 1 y 23,

July Z6,

July 23,

July 23,

July 23,

July 31,

July 3
1

,

July 31,

J u 1 y 111,

July 3

1

Account book
Fostage for notices of dues,
Stamps for correspondence.
J. Harman Stover, one-half expenses as delegate t

nual Meeting, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho,
Michael Keller, visiting McPherson College, .

Geo. Manon, visiting McPherson College, . .

A, C. Daggett, visiting McPherson College,
H. G. Miller-, visiting Bridgewater College,
Peter Garter, visiting Bridgewater College,
H. C. Early, visiting Bridgewater College, . .

I. W. Taylor, visiting West Dayton church, .

D. F. Hoover, visiting West Dayton church, .

Frank Fisher, visiting West Dayton church, .

S. J. Swigart, visiting Juniata College,
Thomas B. Maddock, visiting Juniata College,

o An

25
75

1 5

32 8 5

15 2 7

6 50

8 9 9

9

4 5

4 5

13

31 65

42 21

84

8 92
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July 31, D. A. Stayer, visiting Juniata College
July 31, David Rowland, visiting- Mt. Morris College, .

July 31, M. S. Newcomer, visiting Mt. Morris College,
July 31, C. C. Price, visiting Mt. Morris College,
Nov. 16, P. S. Miller, visiting West Davton church, ....
1908.

March 5, I. W. Taylor, visiting West Dayton church (two
trips), 59 6 4

March 5, G. W. Lentz, visiting West Dayton church 43 70
March 5, D. Hays, visiting "West Dayton church, 38 50
March 5, I. D. Berkey, visiting West Dayton church, 18 2 5

May 11, General Missionary and Tract Committee
Returned on money borrowed, 263 16

May 15, General Missionary and Tract Committee
Paid on Loan, 38 98

$689 90

There is yet due the General Missionary and Tract Committee
$97.86 for money borrowed, also interest not paid. The following is

a list of State Districts that have not paid their dues, according to

decision of Annual Meeting: Arkansas, Northern Indiana, South-
ern Illinois, Southeastern Kansas, Middle Maryland, Western Mary-
land, Middle Missouri, Northeastern Ohio, Oregon, Washington
and Idaho, Western Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Second District of

Virginia and Second District of West Virginia.

The above report was examined by us and found correct.

R. E. Burger,

Lewis R. Peifer,

H. L. Fahrney,

Auditin g C omm ittee.

Committees Appointed.

Committee on Credentials.—D, B. Eby, J. H. Brumbaugh, S. S.

Ullery.

Committee on Letters of Greeting.—S. N. McCann, Galen B.

Royer.

Committee on Resolutions.—S. B. Miller, J. A. Dove, D. L.

Mohler.

Sunday-school Advisory Committee.—D. H. Zigler, three years,

1911.

Tract Examining Committee.—D. Hays, reappointed, 1913.

Treasurer of Annual Meeting.-*—L. A. Plate, appointed, 1909.

General Mission Board.—D. L. Miller, reappointed, 1911; J. T.

Yoder, appointed, 1911.

Gospel Messenger Advisory Committee.—P. R. Keltner, re-

appointed, 1911.

56
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Auditing Committee.—Aaron L. Clair, reappointed, 1911.

Trustees of Brethren Hospital.— G. B. Royer, five years, 1913;
Manly Deeter, four years, 1912; C. W. Eahman, three years, 1911;
David Rowland, two years, 1910; I. D. Parker, one year, 1909.

General Secretary of Committee of Arrangements for Annual
Meeting.—J. L. Cunningham, 1911.

Annual Meeting Railway Committee, 1909.—D, L. Miller, Mt.
Morris, 111., Foreman; J. G. Rover, Mt. Morris, 111., Western As-
sociation; G. A. Snider, 375 Pine St., Lima, Ohio, Central Associa-
tion; E. W. Stoncr, Union Bridge, Md., Eastern Association; P. S.

Miller, Roanoke, Va., Southeastern Association; M. M. Eshelman,
R. D, 2, Gardena, Cal, Southwestern Association; D. B. Eby, Sum
nyside Wash., Northwestern Association.

Committees to Churches.—Mountville church, Pa.: W. A.
Gaunt, Albert Ilollinger, A. B. Barnhart.

Accident church, Md.: Jasper Barnthouse, E. K. Hostetler,
D. C. Flory.

Eastern Pa.: D. Hays, P. S. Miller, D. H. Zigler.

Ft. Wayne church, Ind.: D. F. Hoover, S. M. Smith, J. C.

Bright.

West Dayton church, Ohio: W. R. Deeter, I. W. Taylor, G. A.
Snider.

Mississinewa church, Ind.: I. L. Berkey, H. W. Krieghbaum,
L. H. Dickey.

LETTERS OF GREETING.

From the First District of India.

To the Brethren and Sisters Assembled in Annual Conference,
Greeting:

We, the members of the Brethren church in India, in district

meeting assembled at Vuli, March 16, 1908, desire to intimate to

you our keen interest in the great Bicentennial Meeting in which
you are engaged.

As you recall to mind and relate what great things the Lord
has done for us all in the past, may your faith mount up by
leaps and bounds for the still greater work, yet before us all.

\\ e wish to express again our thankfulness for all you have
done and are doing for the church in India. Each year gives the
work here added strength, and little by little, we are taking upon
ourselves mure of the great work of carrying the good news of

salvation to our heathen neighbors.

Two of the papers brought before our meeting today dealt
directly with ways and means by which we may do more to lead
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our neighbors to Christ. Our worldly goods are not many, but, in

order to secure some means to send some of our own number to

our neighbors, we decided today to make special self-denial, during

at: least one week in the year, and use what we can thus save in the

Lord's work.

As you wait before the Lord, we shall wait with you, and

pray with you that the Lord may magnify himself in us all.

Signed in behalf of all the missionaries and brethren and sisters

in India.

J. M. B lough, Moderator; E. H. Eby, Secretary.

Reply to the Churches in India.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord:

The Annual Conference at Des Moines, Iowa, assembled, have

heard your greetings and expressions of love and interest in our

gathering. We are especially touched by the thoughtfulness of

your being convened at Bulsar on the same days, and engaging
in prayer in behalf of the work of the Conference. We rejoice with
you in your victories for Christ and the progress you are making
in building up the kingdom in India, and we earnestly beseech the

Father to give you the fulness of blessing, both spiritual and tem-

poral, as well as good health and power through the Spirit, to over-

come sin about you, and win many for the Church. May his peace

be ever upon each one of you, American workers, as well as upon
each native member to whom this greeting is sent.

In behalf of the Brotherhood as well as this Conference.

H, C. Early, Moderator; S. F. Sanger, Reading Clerk; A. C. Wieand,

Writing Clerk.

From France and Switzerland.

To the Brethren and Sisters Assembled in Annual Meeting in Des
M o in e s , G r e e t i n g

:

We, the workers and members of the First District of France

and Switzerland, not being able to send any brother to represent us

at the Annual Conference, send you this letter. We are pleased to

report six accessions. It is with love that we are waiting for a

missionary from America. May our Lord bless the one who may
give his life to this work. Herewith we send our heartfelt thanks

for the help and assistance we have received in the past.

We, the Benjamin mission of the Brethren church, wish and

hope that, with the HeaArenly Father's help, we may, ere many
years, be one of the most flourishing fields of the Brotherhood. In

this Bicentennial Anniversary Conference, may the windows of

heaven be so largely opened that a rain of blessings, accompanied
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by the Holy Ghost, may fall upon all for the benefit of our beloved
church.

Kindly remember us in your prayers. We pray for you. Amen.
Adrian and Lizzie Pellet.

Reply to the Churches in France and Switzerland.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord:
The greetings received, through the hand of our Brother and

Sister Pellet, have been gladly received by the Conference assem-
bled at Dcs Moines, Iowa, and we rejoice because of the encour-
agement to your work which is manifest in the accessions during
the year and other tokens of God's love to you. In weakness there

is strength and in the strong arm of the Lord there is power to

be victor. Hence we commend you constantly to him, knowing
that he will direct all things for good. Grow not weary in well
doing. Persevere through faith. And even if we are not able

to send you the desired help of a brother this year, press on and
the Lord will reward you.

And may the heart of each one of you be open to the gentle

leadings of the Spirit, aiding you to grow in grace, and give you
power to overcome the wicked powers about you. May you be
able to lift the banner higher and higher, and grow nearer like

your Master until life is o'er.

In behalf of the Brotherhood and this Conference.

H. C. Early, Moderator; S. F. Sanger, Reading Clerk; A C. Wieand,
Writing Clerk.

From Sweden.

The District Meeting of Sweden, held in Wanneberga, April 19-20,

1908, to the Annual Meeting of the Church of the Brethren,

Peace

:

The year of labor for 1907 is gone and many are the blessings

that we, as God's people, have received from God, our Father,

both spiritually and temporally.

The last time we had our district meeting, here in Wanneberga,
we had our dear brother, A. W. Vanimam among us, and it is with

the greatest sadness that we learn about his going to the other

shore. We are very glad to know that he is now in the better

home above, and may the Lord Jesus Christ help us all that we,

at last, may be permitted to meet him above, in the heavenly home.

We, as a district, are very glad to know that the General

Missionary and Tract Committee have decided to send an elder

from America, to serve as bishop, and oversee the work here

among us, and our prayer is that the Committee may find a brother

and sister who are willing to come here and help us.
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Now, in conclusion, we wish to express our heartfelt thanks

for all the help we have received from you, dear Brethren, unto this

present day. May the Lord help you and give you richly for all

your sacrifice made for us. We wish you to keep us in your re-

membrance for the future. May God help us and you all, dear
Brethren, that we may be permitted to meet above!

May God, our Heavenly Father, give you a good Annual Meet-
ing, is our prayer.

For the District Meeting of Sweden,

Signed, P. Jonsson, Elder; H. O. Weiler, Elder; A. Anderson,
Elder; J. M. Risberg, Secretary.

Reply to Sweden.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord:

The Annual Conference, assembled at Des Moines, Iowa, re-

ceived your greetings and expressions of appreciation for the

assistance given you in your work in Sweden. It wishes to return

the greetings in the fullest measure and express to you our deep
sympathy for you, in all your labors, and commend you to God and
his grace for guidance, and strength, and power, to overcome in

his name.

The Conference deeply regrets that there is no one to go to

your field and assist you, but hopes that within the next year some
one will be found willing to go. In the meantime we call upon
you to do your best in pushing the work, and to remain loyal to

Christ and the church, in whose behalf we are all ambassadors.
May each one of us grow more and more in the likeness of our

Master, as we strive to live nearer to him.

In behalf of the Brotherhood and this Conference.

H. C. Early, Moderator; S. F. Sanger, Reading Clerk; A. C. Wieand,
Writing Clerk.

From Denmark.

To the Annual Conference of 1908:

We, the brethren and sisters in Denmark, unite in sending our

hearty thanks to all our brethren and sisters from the whole
Brotherhood in the States, that you sent us the dear visiting breth-

ren,—Galen B. Royer and Chas, D. Bonsack,—to visit us last sum-

mer, and for both temporal and spiritual helps received up to

this day. We, being united in one faith, commend ourselves to

our beloved Brethren in America, and hope to have their future

sympathy in finishing the noble work of the Lord among our

natives as well as among all nations of the world. May the best

blessings of our Lord and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, attend all
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your efforts, and be with you in your Conference, and throughout
the whole proceedings, is our prayer.

In behalf of the Brethren churches of Denmark as a district.

Signed, C. C. Eskildsen, C. Hansen, Secretary.

Reply to Denmark.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord:

The Annual Conference, assembled at Dcs Moines, Iowa, re-

joices in the words of greeting from the churches in Denmark, and
to know of their love for the Savior and his church, and their de-

sire to live more and more like him, in order that each one may
forever dwell with him. We are glad that you appreciate our as-

sistance, and we believe that you will make the wisest and best

use of it for the glory of God and his kingdom.

The Conference returns the greetings in fullest measure and
sends the love of the Brotherhood to each member and each sym-
pathizer of the church in Denmark. May our Father's protecting

power be ever over you, the Son's richest love inspire you, and

the fulness of the Holy Ghost be your Comforter and Guide forever

and ever.

In behalf of the Brotherhood and this Conference.

H, C. Early Moderator; S. F. Sanger, Reading Clerk; A. C. Wie-
and, Writing Clerk.

RESOLUTIONS.

Whereas, through a kind Providence, we have been permitted

to reach another Conference period, and through the same kind

Providence we have finished two hundred years of our existence

as an organized church body, and have been permitted to review
and recount the experiences of the past, to take our bearings of

the present, and receive a vision of the future work of the church

in its mission in the world,

Be it resolved, that we, hereby, formally express our grati-

tude:

1. To the kind Father in heaven, who has so graciously blessed

us in our endeavors to worship him and his dear Son through the

agency of his Word, as the Holy Spirit has directed us;

2. To the dear brethren and sisters for the spirit of Christian

fellowship manifested in our deliberations and associations;

3. To the Greater Des Moines Committee, to the Des Moines

Commercial Club, and the East Des Moines Commercial League,

for their liberality in providing for us the use of the State Fair
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Grounds, its buildings and accommodations, light, water and police

protection;

4. To the Eastern, Southeastern, Northwestern, and South-

western Passenger Associations for a special rate and accommo-
dations to our people coming from great distances;

5. To the Postal Authorities and Western Union Telegraph
Company for offices on the Grounds for the convenience of our

people;

6. To the homes of the city, which were so generously opened
for our entertainment;

7. To the various churches of the city that invited our ministers

to occupy their pulpits;

8. To the Press for its courtesy in reporting our meetings from
day to day;

9 To the Bicentennial Program Committee for its efficient

service in arranging the program and to those who have so ably

carried it into execution;

10. To the Middle District of Iowa, which arranged for the

entertainment of this Bicentennial Conference;

11. And, lastly, to the Committee of Arrangements and its

sub-committees which have so faithfully performed their duties in

so amply providing for our physical comforts and spiritual privileges,

and especially debarring from the Grounds all business schemes and

projects which might hinder the spirit and interest of the meetings.

Committee: S. B. Miller, J. A. Dove, D. L. Mohler.

General Sunday-school Report for the Year 1907.

Under the blessings of God we are permitted to present the

twelfth annual statistical report of our Sun day-school work, closing

Dec. 31, 1907, which includes every one of our forty-one State Dis-

tricts. We are delighted to extend a cordial welcome to our new
State District, Northern California, the first Sun day-school report

of which is included herewith. Our report is compiled from the

reports of the State District secretaries and a comparison with

the report of the previous year is as follows:

190 7 1906 Increase

Number of churchhonses 1,154 1,096 68

Number of preaching places, 1,67 1,571 9 9

Number of Sunday schools, 1,131 1,053 78

Enrollment,- . 73,661 58,660 15,001

Average attendance, 48,051 40,808 7,243

Number of teachers, 5,613 4,91 8 69 5

Amount of money collected, $41,773.16 $34,179.42 $7,593.74

Amount for missionary and benevo-
lent purposes, $15,372.16 $14,710.83 $ 661.33
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1907 190 6 Increase
Number of schools having- teachers'

meeting's, 706 630 76

Number of Sunday-school scholars
converted, 2,760 2,753 7

Number of home departments, .... 89 69 20

Number of schools having cradle

roll, 87

Number of Schools having decision
day, 30

Number of schools having a library, 232

The last three items are not included in any previous report.

We know of thirty superintendents who did not respond to the re-

quests to report the statistics of their Sunday schools and there-

fore the schools they represent are not included in the above re-

port. Twelve of these schools are in the Second District of Virgin-

ia, and ten in Tennessee. Many local reports do not include the

number of pupils enrolled. To these schools we give the same num-
ber to represent the enrollment, as is given for the average attend-

ance. If the exact enrollment of these schools had been given,

and the thirty schools, above alluded to, had been reported, our

report would show a total enrollment of more than 75,000. This

leads us to urge every Sunday-school teacher and every Sttnday-

school superintendent to keep an accurate enrollment of their

respective classes and school at all times, thus enabling them to

keep in touch with absent pupils and give the correct enrollment
at the close of the year. It is encouraging to know of the excellent

work done by some of our district secretaries during the past year,

in visiting Sunday schools, assisting in holding local Sunday-school
meetings, Sunday-school institutes, and in inspiring the work in a

general way. We urge our State Districts to appoint secretaries

who will give this work due attention, not only in securing an an-

nual statistical report, but to inspire the Sunday-school work of

the district. Then see to it that their expenses are defrayed, and an
ample recompense allowed for their time spent.

The merits of a Home Department and a Cradle Roll are no
longer an experiment, where a thorough trial has been given. Ac-
cording to the most recent reports, the present year will show an
unprecedented increase in these departments of Sunday-school
work. The suggestion, that wc increase the enrollment in our
Bicentennial year to 100,000, which closely represents our member-
ship, is generally approved. We are pleased to know that our dis-

trict secretaries, superintendents, teachers and workers, are making
an effort to reach this number. Perhaps the most effective
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method to increase our attendance, is to secure more efficient

teachers. It is encouraging to know that an increased number of

our young people are availing themselves of the opportunity of

attending Bible schools and Sunday-school teachers' institutes,

that they may be more efficient in Sunday-school and church work.

We urge those, who do not have access to the above advantages,

to organize teachers' training classes. If this suggestion would be

carried out and each Sunday school would hold a live, instructive

teachers' meeting regularly, our enrollment would soon surpass

our church membership, the number of accessions to the church

would be greatly increased from year to year, and fewer of our

boys and girls would be lost to the church.

Committee: S. J. Miller, O. L. Minnich, Levi Minnich.

Standing Committee for 1908.

1. North and South Carolina and Georgia, Not represented

2. Tennessee, C. H. Diehl

3. First District of Virginia, .....P. S. Miller, W. H. Naff

4. Second District of Virginia, . . H. C. Early, D. C. Flory

5. First District of West Virginia, .
Jeremiah Thomas

6. Second District of West Virginia, . Z. Annon

7. Eastern Maryland, T. J. Kolb

8. Middle Maryland, John A. Meyers

9. Western Maryland, By letter

10. Eastern Pennsylvania, J. H. Longanecker, I. W. Taylor

11. Southern Pennsylvania, E. S. Miller

12. Middle Pennsylvania James A. Sell

13. Western Pennsylvania, .P. J. Plough

14. Southern Ohio, J C Bright, David Hollinger

15. Northeastern Ohio, James Murray

16. Northwestern Ohio, G. A. Snider

17. Southern Indiana, L. W. Teeter

18. Middle Indiana, ...Frank Fisher, J. H. Wright

19. Northern Indiana, - S. F. Sanger, Manly Deeter

20. Michigan, C. L. Wilkms

21. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin, A. C. Wieand

22. Southern Illinois, J. W. Harsbarger

23. First District Arkansas and Southeastern Missouri, H. J. Lilly

24. Southern Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas, ..A. Killings-

worth

25. Middle Missouri, E. E. John

26. Northern Missouri, J. E. Ellenberger

27. Southern Iowa, D, F. Sink
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

44

Middle Iowa, A. C. Snowberg<
Northern Iowa, Southern Minnesota and S. Dakota,

W. H. Lichty

N. Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Western Canada,

J. E. Joseph

Nebraska J. B. Moore
Northeastern Kansas George Manon
Southeastern Kansas, George Eller

Northwestern Kansas and Northern Col or a« la B. E. Kesler
Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Northern
Oklah t, J. E. Crist
1

1 e s ' 1 1 s i 1 1 1 1 1 S o nth \ v ( !
- 1 e re Lou isian ; \

, , .J, C , A I i i ] i x

Oklahoma and Indian Territory, A. J. Smith
Northern California, H. F. Mattst

Southern California and Arizona, D. A. Noreross
Oregon, Washington and Idaho Geo. C. Carl

Denmark, By letter

Sweden, By letter

First District of Switzerland and France, By letter

First District of India, Adam Ebey
S. F. Sanger, Reading Clerk,

H. C. Early, Moderator,

A. C. Wieand, Writing Clerk.

ANNUAL MEETING OF 1909.

Harrisonburg, Va.

gOn Tuesday morning, June 1, at 8 o'clock, the Annual Meetin

was called to order. After devotional exercises, conducted by Eld.

A. C. Wieand, the following organization was announced: Eld. D.

M. Garver, of Ohio, Moderator; Eld G. W. Eentz, of Missouri,

Reading Clerk; Eld. A. G. Crosswhite, of Indiana, Writing Clerk;

Eld. Ira Krcider, of Indiana, Doorkeeper.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

1. Field Sunday-school Secretary.

We, the Elgin congregation, ask the district meeting of North-
ern Illinois and Whs con sin to petition Annual Meeting of 1908 to

appoint a committee of three, to draft and offer for adoption a plan

by which a held secretary may be supported who can give his en-

tire time to the supervision of the Sunday-school work of the

Brotherhood.
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Answer: Request granted, and funds are to be provided by
Annual Meeting so the Committee can meet.

Committee; I. B. Trout, D. N. Eller, Lafayette Steele.

Report of Committee.

To the Annual Meeting, Harrisonburg, Va., Greeting: We,
your committee, have the question referred to us under investiga-

tion, and, owing to the magnitude of the work, we are not ready to

present our final report.

Signed: I. B. Trout, D. N. Filer, Lafayette Steele.

Committee continued.

2. Saving Homeless Children,

Whereas the Annual Meeting of 1905 heartily endorsed the

work of saving homeless children, and urged that other districts

awake to this important work, and, inasmuch as some districts

have now taken up this work under somewhat similar methods,

while others have not taken it up: Therefore, the district meeting

of Oklahoma petitions Annual Meeting of 1908 to appoint a com-

mittee of three brethren from various portions of the Brotherhood,

who are interested in the work of saving homeless children, to in-

vestigate the various methods of caring for such children, and pre-

sent to the Annual Meeting of 1909 a plan or method so that all

State Districts can organize and carry on a similar system of car-

ing for orphans and homeless children, and can cooperate together,

so as to accomplish the greatest good to the greatest number.

Passed to Annual Meeting.
Answer by Standing Committee: "Request granted."
Committee: Frank Fisher, of Indiana; George C. Carl, of

Oregon; David Ernniert, of Pennsylvania.

Report of Committee of 1909.

We, your committee, can only report progress in our arduous

work and, because of the many complications to overcome, and the

lewlnprd condition of the question nationally, we ask for an

extension of one year to make our final report.

Committee: Frank Fisher, Geo. C. Carl, David Emmert.

Report accepted and committee continued.

3. Central Organization for the Christian Workers' Meetings.

Inasmuch as many of the State Districts have organized to pro-

mote the cause of the Christian Workers' Meetings, there is felt

a great need of a central organization to unify and encourage the

movement throughout the Brotherhood; therefore, we, the Mc-
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Pherson church, petition Annual Meeting through district meeting

to provide the needed organization.

Answer: Referred to Sunday-school Advisory Committee who
are hereby empowered for this work (by the Annual Meeting of

1908).

Recommendations of the Committee.

Since the matter of forming a central organization, to unify and

encourage the Christian Workers' meeting movement throughout

the Brotherhood, has been referred to our committee, we beg to

recommend the following:

1. That the selection of the lesson topics, lesson helps, and the

arranging of the programs be in the hands of our Sunday-school

editor and the Brethren Publishing House.

2. That the Sunday-school paper known as Our Young "Peo-

ple, be the official organ of our Christian Workers' meetings.

3. That each State District appoint her Sunday-school secre-

tary to act as her Christian Workers' meeting secretary, whose
duty it shall be to inspire the work, and effect a more thorough and

a more general organization of Christian Workers' meetings in the

various congregations throughout the State District, and to provide

the Sunday-school Advisory Committee with such statistics and

other information as that body may ask.

4. That said secretary be paid for his time and expenses.

5. That at least one topic concerning the Christian Workers'

meeting be placed upon each local, district and Conference Sunday-

school meeting program.—S. J. Miller, Levi Minnich, D. II. Zigler.

Report accepted; committee's recommendations accepted.

4. Questioning Applicants for Baptism.

(a) Inasmuch as there is so much confusion of mind in the

water at the time of baptism caused by nervousness from various

conditions of the body coming in contact with the water, more
especially in the young, thus rendering the mind incapable of in-

telligently answering questions, also an improper state of mind for

the reception of the Holy Ghost; therefore: We, the Paradise

Prairie church, ask district meeting of 1906 to ask Annual Meeting

to grant the administrator the privilege of asking the questions be-

fore entering the water, and the laying on of hands and prayer be

postponed until clothes are changed and a convenient place is

secured.

Answer by district meeting: Yes. See Matt. 3: 16; Acts 8:-

K 17 and 37.
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(b) The Quemahoning church, in regular council assembled,

asks Annual Meeting through district meeting of the Western
District of Pennsylvania to revise Article 3, Minutes of 1848, so as

to permit asking the three questions, that are asked the applicant

for baptism, in the water, at the conclusion of the reading of the

Scripture and the other questions asked. Then have prayer at the

water-side, and in the water after kneeling say, " Upon thy confes-

sion of faith which thou hast made before God and witnesses, thou
shalt for the remission of sins be baptized in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."

Passed to Annual Meeting.

Referred to D. Hays, L. W. Teeter, H. B. Brumbaugh, to re-
port to Annual Meeting of 1908.

Report of Committee.

The committee appointed to consider queries (a) and (b),

pages 10 and 11, Minutes of Annual Meeting for 1907, concerning
the time and place for the prerequisites in baptism and in conclud-
ing the rite, is not prepared to submit a report at this stage of

the investigation,—Committee: D. Hays, L. W. Teeter, H. B.

Brumbaugh.

Answer of Annual Meeting of 1908: Report accepted and com-
mittee continued.

Final Report of Committee—1909.

Answer: After carefully considering the queries given into
our hands, in reference to the time and place for asking the
questions used before baptism, and the laying on of hands after
baptism, we see no sufficient reason for making any change in our
general practice, as defined by Annual Conference.—D. Hays, L. W.
Teeter, H, B, Brumbaugh.

Answer: Passed.

Sisters Breaking the Bread and Passing the Cup.
(a) We, the sisters of the Grundy County church, knowing

that the Brethren, in the beginning of our church, gave the sisters

the same privilege that the brethren enjoyed, in acknowledging
Christ as their head, in the breaking of the bread and the passing

of the cup, as they were commanded, " This do in remembrance
of me," Puke 22: 19, and we sisters, seeing that we have made the

same covenant with God, in Christ Jesus, that the brethren have
made, petition Annual Meeting through district meeting, to grant
us the same privilege in the breaking of bread and passing the
cup, that the brethren enjoy in fulfilling the Word of the Pord.
1 Cor. 10: 1-6. (Passed by the Grundy County church.)
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(b) We, the Surrey church, petition Annual Meeting, through

district meeting of North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Assini-

boia, Canada, to permit the sisters to break bread and pass the cup

at communion services.

Answer: We recommend that these papers be placed in the
hands of a committee of live, to investigate the matter of breaking
bread by the sisters.

1. As to its scriptural authority.
2. As to its agreement with the practice of the primitive

church.
3. As it relates to the practice of the church during; the past

two hundred years, and to report to the .Annual Meeting.
Committee; E. B. Hoff, H. C. Earlv, A. G. Crosswhite, J. E.

Miller, D. C. Flory,

Your committee reports as follows: The officiating minister, or

ministers, shall break the bread and pass the cup of communion to

both brethren and sisters. Committee: H. C. Early, D. C. Flory,

A. G. Crosswhite, J. E. Miller.

Deferred one year and committee continued.

From the General Mission Board.

1. The General Mission Board petitions Annual Meeting,

through Standing Committee, to provide a fund to be used to assist,

in special cases of worthy people, without means, in their prepara-

tion ior the mission work of the church, the Conference to say how
the fund shall be cared for and who shall pass upon the applica-

tions for assistance. Signed: The General Mission Board.

Answer: In view of the importance and general application of

this petition, as it relates to the rules and usages of the churches,
we decide to refer it to a committee of five brethren, to report to
Annual Meeting of 1910. Committee: L. W. Teeter, T. C. Denton,
D. Hays, G. \V. Lentz, L. T. Holsinger.

2. The General Mission Board asks the Annual Meeting,

through Standing Committee, if it may, through the Gish Pub-

lishing fund, or otherwise, publish in book form tk

all the Minutes
"

of the Annual Meeting " for historical value."

Answer: Request granted.

Queries.

1. The Brethren in Denmark wish to ask the Missionary and
Tract Committee of the Church of the Brethren: May we elect

some of our Brethren in Denmark, as a Tract Committee, to ex-

amine Danish tracts, if any of our members here would like to

write tracts, to have printed in Denmark?
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Answer: Referred to Tract Examining Committee.

2. Bethany Bible School petitions Annual Meeting to be re-

cognized as a Brethren school.

Answer: Request granted.

3. We ask Annual Meeting to change Article 6 of the rules

governing the Educational Board, so as to read as follows: The
Educational Board shall have authority to make its decisions opera-

tive, and all appeals from its decisions shall be made to the Annual

Meeting, through the Standing Committee.

Answer: Request granted.

4. Solomon's Creek church. We request district meeting of

Northern Indiana to call for Annual Meeting for 1910.

Answer: Request granted.

5. (a) Inasmuch as there is a growing tendency in the Church

of the Brethren to disregard the distinctive principles of noncon-

formity, causing much confusion, we, the Monocacy church, in

council assembled, this third day of April, 1909, petition Annual

Meeting, through district meeting, to devise some plan by which

the churches may work in harmony.

Answer by district Meeting of Eastern Maryland: We endorse

the sentiment of this paper, and request Annual Meeting to take

such steps on the dress question as will keep us united on gospel

principles and will maintain peace and unity in the Brotherhood.

(b) In consequence of the unrest at present existing in differ-

ent parts of our Brotherhood in reference to the dress question,

and with a desire to avoid further divergence in the minds of our

brethren and sisters, the New Enterprise congregation asks Annual

Meeting, through district meeting, to appoint a committee of seven

representative brethren, who shall consider the existing inconsist-

encies resulting from the different interpretations of the present

decisions on this subject. Also to take cognizance of all scriptures

relating to this question, and the view of the founders of the Church

of the Brethren, as they are on record or can be acquired, and re-

port, as soon as possible, a plan by which the gospel principles of

plain dressing and plain living can be accepted and exemplified in all

our local congregations.

Answer: The following motion was offered and passed:

" In view of the fact that these queries clearly touch the vital

problem of the dre^ question, now disturbing the peace of the
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Brotherhood, I move that a committee of seven faithful, intelligent,

conservative brethren be appointed, to whom these papers shall

be submitted, to be reported on at a coming Annual Meeting.

" That the committee be instructed to examine carefully and

exhaustively the scriptural ground on the subject of Christian attire,

that the practice of the primitive church be investigated, and the

position and teaching of our own church fathers and the Minutes of

our Conferences be examined, with a view of giving us a clear,

concise restatement of our position on this vexed question, so that

all may understand alike and be unified and dwell together as be-

cometh children of the family of God—in love and peace and har-

mony.
" During the time the committee, so appointed, is considering

the queries, the dress question shall not be considered an open one

for discussion in the Messenger, but those having suggestions of a

helpful character to make, are invited to write the chairman of the

committee; and further, in the meantime, elders, ministers, and

teachers are exhorted to teach earnestly and intelligently the scrip-

tural doctrine of plain dressing and plain living as set forth by our

Annual Meeting;, so that the Church may not depart from these

principles that have been so dear to all our faithful members since

she was first organized."

The following committee was then chosen: D. L. Miller, LAV.
Teeter, Daniel Hays, A. C. Wieand, L. T. Holsinger, B. E. Kesler,

G. W. Lentz.

6. (a) We, the Brethren of the Manor church, Md., petition

Annual Meeting through district: meeting of Middle Maryland, to

recommend that the Sunday before the business session of Annual

Meeting be spent as a day of fasting and prayer, both by the council

assembled and by the churches at home, for a deeper spirit of union

among God's people, and more of the power of the spirit upon the

church. Acts 13: 2, 3.

(b) Inasmuch as there is great power in prayer, we, the

brethren and sisters of the Linville Creek congregation of the

Second District of Virginia, petition Annual Meeting, through

district meeting, that New Year's Day be set apart by the General

Conference as a special day of prayer for the success of the church

and the saving of the lost during the year, and that a special pro-

gram be gotten out on prayer, and be published in the Gospel Mes-
senger in due time, and that all congregations be urged to meet in

their respective places of worship and offer special prayer for

the success of the church. ^
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Answer of district meeting: We recommend that the petition

be granted and we recommend also that the Sunday before the

Annual Conference opens, on Tuesday, be made a day of solemn

prayer and fasting for the success of the Conference and the union
of the Brotherhood.

Answer: Two papers were considered together, the one from
Middle Maryland and the other from the Second District of Vir-
ginia, and the answer of the Conference was that New Year's Day
be made a special day of prayer for the success of the church and
that the Sunday preceding the opening of Annual Conference be
solemnly observed as a day of fasting and prayer for the success
of the Conference.

7. We, the members of the Lick Creek congregation, petition

Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to decide against our

Publishing House sending out, through its publications, pictures

of members who do not conform to gospel plainness and the order

of the Church of the Brethren,

Answer: We so decide and urge more carefulness on the part
of those in charge of our publishing interests.

8. (a) Since the International Sunday-school Lesson Series

not only fails to teach the greater part of the New Testament
principles, but also does actual violence to some by the improper
setting of the heading, Daily Readings, and Golden Texts, we, the

Mechanic Grove church, ask Annual Meeting, through district

meeting, to adopt independent Sunday-school lesson texts, so ar-

ranged that all the New Testament will be studied in a course
of years, that the distinguishing doctrines of the Church of the

Brethren receive special attention, so as to qualify all to give a

reason for the observance of all things as taught and practiced by
the Brethren. We also desire that the New Testament be held

superior to the Old, as it is the "perfect law of liberty."

(b) Whereas the Church of the Brethren believes in, and stands

for, the whole Gospel, and whereas some of its doctrines are ex-

cluded from the Sunday-school outlines, as they are given by the

International Sunday-school Committee, we, the Chestnut Grove-

congregation, ask the district meeting of the First District of Vir-

giana, to ask Annual Meeting to give us, through the Sunday-school

committee or otherwise, Sunday-school outlines that will include all

the doctrines of the Bible.

Answer: Passed by district meeting, asking that the Sun-
day-school Committee give US, at such intervals as they may deem
best, lessons on such doctrines of the Bible as will take in all that
are now not given in the International Lessons, especially the
doctrine of nonconformity to the world.
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(c) Since the Church of the Brethren has always held the New
Testament as her standard of faith and practice, and since, by the

use of the International Lessons, she is constantly deprived of

much important New Testament teaching in her Sunday schools,

therefore the Lmville Creek congregation asks her district confer-
ence, to petition General Conference to provide that, as soon as

possible, the assignment of all Sunday-school lessons be confined
to the New Testament text only; and with the view of the impar-
tial study of the whole of it, in Sunday-school lessons; and that
the. Old Testament be used only as an auxiliary or help in the
study, preparation, and teaching of New Testament lessons. And
the said congregation suggests that a committee of five members
be appointed by this Conference to arrange a lesson course in

accordance with the foregoing request. Said course to begin not
later than January, 1910,

Answer: Referred to General Mis-sion Board, and we authorize
them to bring out such a course of Sunday-school lessons as will
best meet our needs.

9. The Fairfax church, Second District of Virginia, petitions

Annual Meeting, through district meeting, to protest to the Con-
gress and President of the United States against the ever-increas-
ing expenditures for the navy and the enlarging of the same.

Answer: Request granted, and the officers of Annual Meeting
of 1909 are empowered to draft such memorial in behalf of the
church.

REPORTS.
A Summarized Report of the General Mission Board.

To God be the glory forever and ever, Amen. The year ending
March 31, 1909, finds twenty-eight missionaries in India, five in

China, one in France, besides our dear Danish and Swedish Breth-
ren in these two fields. The China field has been opened, the
missionaries sailing for the Shansi province about Sept. 1. It is a

very promising field. One hundred and one accessions by baptism,
in all fields, have been reported. Fourteen State Districts have
been helped to the amount of $4,400.00. The Brooklyn church-
house and parsonage have been completed. The total membership
in the foreign ield is some over 1., 100'

Tracts distributed,
, 1,260,961 pages

Total receipts for the year g 87,049.79
The endowment has reached, 520,'oi4.11

Of every dollar donated 3.5 cents was used for expenses of
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Board meetings, office salaries, postage, stationery, etc., while 96.5

cents went to do mission work, as directed by the Board. The
members of the Board received no compensation for time spent in

the work.

The expenditures for the year have been as follows:

Through World-wide fund, $ 45,948 33

Through India fund, 20,44 6 4 6

Through church extension, 700 00

Through China fund. 2,646 53

Through missionary and ministerial relief fund . 469 3 4

Through Gish Publishing Fund, 2,739 13

Total, $ 72,999 79

Less duplicate from World-wide, 9,225 45

Actual expenditures, $ 63,774 34

The endowment has increased by cash donations, ........ 15,378 77

Total assets of the Board, 619,741 18

An increase over the preceding year of, 15,993 43

The Publishing House has been constantly busy from a manu-

facturing standpoint, making a higher and better grade of work

than the year preceding. The periodicals have, for the most part, in-

creased in circulation.

This summarized report is taken from the complete report

appearing in the Tune Visitor. Please send for the complete report

and read full and interesting details of every phase of the work. It

can be had for the asking. Address the General Mission Board of

the Church of the Brethren, at Elgin, Illinois.

General Mission Board: D. L. Miller, H. C. Early, L. W.
Teeter, Chas. D. Bonsack, I. J. Yoder.

Report of Annual Meeting Treasurer for Year Ending March 31,

1909, L. A. Plate, Treasurer, Elgin, 111.

Receipts.

1908.

June 14, By loan from General Mission Board, $152 25

June 14, C. R. Oellig', Southern Pennsylvania, 24 25

June 15, S. S. Bloeher, N. Dak., N. Minn., W. Can., 13 6 2

June 19, Peter B. Messner, Michigan, 8 55

June 2 0, J. M. Brennenian, Northwestern Ohio 17 00

June 20, J. M. Moore, Texas and Southwestern La., 200
June 29, J. B. Deeter, Southern Ohio, 48 00

June 30, D. F. Kingery, Southern Iowa, 6 25

June 30, M. P. Hollar, Northern Missouri, , 6 53

June 30, C. H. Erb, Middle Iowa, 10 75

July 7, John F. Shoemaker, Southern Indiana, 26 61

July 8, S. M. Bowman, Second Dis. of Virginia, 44 13
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July 8, George S. Arnold, First Dis. W. Va $ 15 34
July 10, J. P. Douk, N. Iowa, S. Dak., S. Minn., 11 36
July 25, H. L. Holsopple, Middle Missouri, 9 60
Aug. 1, Geo. A. Branscom, North Carolina 6 00
Aug. 1, E. B. Brubaker, Eastern Pennsylvania, 65 00
Aug. 6, Geo. S. Myers, Middle Pa., 3 8 9 8

Aug. 8, Frank Sargent, Northeastern Kans., 12 62
Aug. 14, J. H. Garst, First Dis. of Va., 37 00
Aug. 27, Perry Broadwater, Western Maryland, 7 50
Sept. 5, J. L. Cunningham, Middle Ind., 3 6 00
Sept. 7, J. L. Thomas, Middle Maryland, 7 2 6

Sept. 10, L. B. Watson, Southern Illinois, 18 27
Sept. 2 5. T. N. Beckner, Northern California, . 4

Sept. 25, Wm. P. Bosserman, Okla. and Texas, 8 75
Oct. 2, Wm. Howe, for Johnstown Church, Pa., 4 25
Nov. 27, J. L. Thomas, Middle Maryland, . 23 83
Dec. 14, C. M. Wenger, Northern Indiana, 70 00
Dec. 24, J. S. Dell, Nebraska, io 00
1909.

Jan. 14, S. S. Blocher, N. Dak., W. Can., and E. Mont., 1353
Jan. 16, John E, Senseny, E. Maryland, 15 88
Jan. 16, S. P. Crumpacker, Southeastern, Kans., 7 76
Feb. 2, T. F. Beekwith, Oregon, Wash., and Idaho, 25 79
Feb. 2, Israel Hoover, Northeastern Ohio, 2 6 65
March 20, J. H Fike, Northern Illinois, 44 00
March 20, Mrs. M. A. Cooley, Sidney, Nebr., 03
March 22, J. J. Yoder, Southwestern Kansas, 28 18
March 25, M. P. Hollar, Northern Missouri, 6 23
March 26, D. F. Kingery, Southern Iowa, \. 6 25

$919 90

Expenditures.
1908.

June 18, Stamps for letters, notices and return envelopes; also
postals, $ 2

June 18, P. R. Keltner, West Dayton Committee, 22 60
June 18, I. W. Taylor, West Dayton Committee, 18 22
June 18, D. A. Stayer, Visiting Juniata College, Pa 5 40
June 18, S. J. Swigart, Visiting Juniata College, Pa., 5 40
June IS, S. N. McCann, Expense on Bicentennial Program 21 23
June 18, C. C. Price, Visiting Mt. Morris College, 3 00
June 18, S. I. Newcomer, Visiting Mt. Morris College, ........ 5 70
June IS, C. M. Suter, Visiting Mt. Morris College, 6 SO
June 18, W. R. Deeter, Visiting North Manchester College, .... 7 00
June 18, J. H. Wright, Visiting North Manchester College, ... 6 00
June 18, G. L. Studebaker, Visiting North Manchester College, 5 00
June 18, A. C. Daggett, Visiting McPherson College, 18 90
June 18, M. Keller, Visiting McPherson College, 15 00
June 18, G. Manon, Visiting McPherson College, 12 00
June 25, H. G. Miller, Visiting Bridgewater College, 3 00
June 2 5, Peter Garher, Visiting Bridgewater College, 4 50
June 25, H. C. Early, Visiting Bridgewater College 4 5'0

June 25, D, L. Miller, Expense on Bicentennial Program, 38 50
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June 25, David F. Hoover, West Dayton Committee, ,,.

July 16, To Galen B. Royer for balance due on note given by
R E. Arnold

July 1 6, Stamps for letters,

Aug-. 7, G. A. Snider, West Dayton Committee,
Aug. 7, W. R. Deeter, West Dayton Committee,
Aug-. 12, Rubber Stamp
Aug. 13, I. W. Taylor, West Dayton Committee ,

Aug. 22, W. R. Deeter, West Dayton Committee, ,

Oct. 9, S. M. Smith, Ft. Wayne Committee,
Nov. 17, P. S. Miller, Eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey

Committee,
Nov. 17, D. Hays, Eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey Com-

mittee
17, D. H. Zigler, Eastern Pa. and New Jersey Committee,
5, J. Calvin Bright, Educational Board,

11, Edward Frantz, Educational Board
11, L. T. Holsinger, Educational Board,
11, H. C. Early, Educational Board,

W. Taylor, West Dayton Committee,
R. Deeter, West Dayton Committee,
C. Wieand, Educational Board

$ 16 65

97 86

75

6 5

11 98

1 20

30 41

11 76

1.7 80

5 6 33

Nov
Dec
Dec-

Dec
Dec
Dee
Dec
Dec

1909.

Jan.

17, I.

17, W
25, A.

IS. G A. Snider, West Dayton Committee, .

Feb. 20, John Calvin Bright, Educational Board,
Feb. 20, W. B. Yount, Educational Board
March 31, Edward Frantz, Educational Board, .

March 31, Stamps and Postal Cards,

52

48

10

43

8

20

30

11

10

5

47

40

99

1

64

78

90

50

25

70

20

78

25

20

50

15

81

50

Amount of Cash on Hand,
$887 15

32 75

$919 90

NOTE.—It will be observed that this report closes with March
31, 1909, and that there is still $152.25 due the General Board for

money borrowed. It is hoped that there may be sufficient funds
on hand, ere long, to meet this claim.

Report of Auditing Committee.

Examined and approved by Committee April 16, 1909.

R. E. Burger, L, R. Peifer, A. L. Clair, Committee-

Report of Temperance Committee.

Your committee has written to forty State Districts to learn

their attitude on the different phases of the temperance question,

and are gratified to find that, in some localities, measures have been

taken against the saloon.

Of the forty Districts only twenty-three responded to the com-
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mittee's interrogations. Out of the number making a reply, only

two have temperance organizations.

Because of the unorganized condition of the State Districts,

we have been unable to systematize our work, and unite our forces

as we desired, which is necessary to ultimate success.

Why should prohibition districts organize? A number of the

duties of the committee, passed by Conference of last year, cannot

be carried out unless the Districts perfect these organizations. We,
therefore, urge upon the delegates of this body the importance of

taking up the matter at once in their several Districts and report

their action to the secretary of our committee.

We have written to a number of Brethren, asking that they

write tracts, for distribution, upon some phase of the issue. The
responses have been very few, indeed.

This we consider a very fruitful field and hope that the brethren

and sisters will avail themselves of the opportunity which the

press affords, to create sentiment against this great evil.

Any person, desiring temperance literature for programs, lec-

tures, or for distribution, should address T- A. Dcwe, Clover-

dale, Va., who is in charge of the Bureau of Information.

We also solicit, and will lie glad for any valuable temperance litera-

ture that might fall into the hands of anyone.

Signed: J. W. Lear, Chairman, Cerro Gordo, Ilk; P. J. Blough,

Treasurer, Hooversville, Pa.; J. A. Dove, Secretary, Cloverdale, Va.

Plan of Temperance Committee.

We the temperance committee, in compliance with Art. 3, of

Annual Meeting Minutes of 1908, submit the following. We hope
that sufficient funds can be raised by free-will offerings through the

following plan

:

1. That special Sunday-school collections be taken on Temper-

ance lesson Sundays.

2. That temperance sermons be preached, annually, in each

local church, in the various congregations, followed by an offering.

3. That at local and District temperance meetings, collections

be taken, all to be appropriated to said fund.

J. W. Pear, J. A. Dove, P. J. Blough.

Committees Appointed.

Committee on Credentials.—J. W. Harshbarger, H. G. Miller,

S. H. Hertzler.

Committee on Resolutions.—A. E. Nead, Manly Decter, J. H.
Neher.



1909] the Church of the Brethren 903

Committee on Letters of Greeting.—C. D. Bonsack and D. J.

Lichtv.
m

S u o d ay-sch oo 1 A dv i S o ry C mm i 1 1 e e .—J am e s M . Mohler , 1912;

D. H. Zigler, 19.11; Levi Minnich, 1910.

Tract Examining Committee.—A. G. Crosswhite, 1914; D. Hays,

1913; I. J. Rosenberger, 1912; A. C. Wieand, 1911; John E. Mohler,

1910.
'

'
'

Treasurer of Annual Meeting.—L. A. Plate, 1910.

General Mission Board.—L. W. Teeter, 1912; PL L. Miller, 1911;

J. J. Yoder, 1911; C. D. Bonsack, 1910; H. C. Early, 1910.,

Gospel Messenger Advisory Committee.—G. W. Lentz,. 1912;

P. R. Keltner, 1911; G. S. Arnold, 1910. . , . -. : . . .

Auditing Committee.—R. E. Burger, 1912; Aaron L. Clair,

1911; L. R. Peifer, 1910.
,

.? o o \.
_,' .. -

Trustees of Brethren Hospital.—D. .M. Garver, -1914; G, B.

Royer, 1913; Manly Deeter, 1912; C. W. Lahman, 1911; David Row-
land, 1910. ,

*

,
-

. :, .
-v .

General Secretary of Committee of Arrangements for Annual

Meeting.—J. L. Cunningham, 1911. . • - »-

Educational Board.—A. C. Wieand, 1913; A. G. Crosswhite,

1913; J. C. Bright, 1912; W. B. Yount, 1912; Edward Frantz, 1911;

L. T. Holsinger, 1911; H. C. Early, 1910.

Temperance Committee.—P. J. Blongh, 1912; J. W. Lear, 1911;

J. A. Dove, 1910.

Annual Meeting Railway Committee.—D. Li< Miller, Mt. Morris,

111., Foreman; J. S. Gable, Lincoln, Nebr., Western Association;

G. A. Snider, 375 Pine St., Lima, Ohio, Central Association; E. W.
Stoner, Union Bridge, Md., Eastern Association; P. S. Miller,

Roanoke, Va., Southeastern Association; M. M. Eshelman, 3207

Manitou Ave., Los Angeles, Cah, Southwestern Association; D. B.

Eby, Sunnyside, Wash., Northwestern Association.

Committees to Churches.

Eastern Pennsylvania.—P. S. Miller, J. M. Kagey, D. H. Zigler,

C. D. Hylton, L. T. Holsinger.

Middle Pennsylvania.—P. R. Keltner, David Hollinger, J. E.

Ellenberger.

Western Maryland.—Jasper Barnthouse, D. C. Flory, E. K.

Hostetler.

Fort Wayne.—D. F. Hoover, S. M. Smith, J. C. Bright.

Baltimore City, Maryland.— I. W. Taylor, D. C. Flory, E. S.

Miller.
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LETTERS OF GREETING.

From Omaja, Cuba.

To the Annual Conference of 1909, Greeting:

We, the members at Omaja, Cuba, have a deep interest in your
deliberations and decisions. We pray that the Holy Spirit will be

your guide all the time. We thank those who have contributed

toward our new house of worship, which we expect to have complet-

ed and dedicated within a short time. We were greatly disappoint-

ed that the worker, selected for this field, could not come. Our
hope is that some one, or more, may be approved and sent to us

speedily, for the need is great. Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that

he send laborers into this field. During the past year we have lost

one minister, one deacon and some members by removal, and one
member by death. But the outlook is good, and we long for the

time when there will be numerous churches of the Brethren on this

island. We had hoped to represent by delegate, but are unable to

do so this year. Thankful for the blessings bestowed upon us and
having confidence in the future, we ask an interest in your prayers
that we may press forward faithfully.

In behalf of the church,

Grant Mahan, Clerk.

Reply to Cuba.

Beloved in the Lord, Greeting:

The Annual Conference, assembled in hlarrisonburg, Va., has
your letter of greeting. We are glad for your interest and prayers
for Divine guidance in our deliberations and decisions. We regret

that we cannot send workers to assist you at this time, but assure

you that efforts arc being made to fill this need.

We extend to you the love of Christian fellowship and greet-

ings, commending you to the goodness and guidance of him who
careth for you, that you may be blessed and ever be a blessing in his

service.

Chas. D. Bonsack, D. J. Lichty.

From China.

To the Annual Meeting of the Church of the Brethren of 1909,

Greeting:

We, the members of the China Mission, desire to thank the

beloved church for her interest and support in our new mission in

China. We earnestly pray that you will continue to plead our
cause before the throne of our gracious Father, that we may do our
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part in bringing light and salvation to this great Empire, which is

now struggling for light.

We hope soon to select our territory and station and expect to

move sometime during this year. Pray that we may be led to the

right place, and that the Holy Spirit may be preparing the hearts

of the people to receive the gospel message.

During this time we are getting a working knowledge of the

language that we may begin soon to tell the Wonderful Story.

We are only a drop in the ocean of this great need, therefore

we pray that you will soon send us more workers. Especially do we

beg for a physician because of the opium curse which is destroying

this nation. *

Your fellow-workers for the spread of the Gospel,

Emma Horning, G. W. Hilton, Blanche Hilton, F. H. Crum-

packer, Anna N. Crumpackcr.

Reply to China.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord, Greeting:

The Annual Conference, assembled at Harrisonburg, Va., re-

ceived your good letter of greeting. We thank God for your zeal

and consecration to the work to which you have given your lives.

The Conference returns to you the warmest Christian greetings,

and assures you that the church in America is ever mindful of your

need and hope, and it shall continue to pray that the Holy Spirit

may help you in your preparation, and guide you in the choice of

the field.

The church recognizes the vastness of your field, and prays for

wisdom and means to assist you from time to time. Meanwhile

you will find the " Lord a very present help." May his grace and

power sustain you!

Chas. D. Bonsack, D. J. Lichty.

From the First District of India.

To the Brethren and Sisters Assembled in Annual Meeting, Greet-

ing:

We, the members of the Brethren church in India, in district

meeting assembled at Bulsar, March 9, 1909, desire to join you in

praising God for all that has been done during the past year.

Through the mercy and blessings of our Heavenly Father the Word

has been preached among the heathen, more than in previous years,

and a number have turned to the Lord. Most of our lives have

been spared, but a few have been translated to heavenly glory.

Because of your gifts and your prayers, and help, and encour-
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agement in various ways, the work in India has been established

and carried on. The church in India had decided that each one
should deny himself, and the money gathered by this plan has been
far beyond our hopes. With this money we hope to make Christ

known among the heathen.

We ask you to join us in prayer that this work may be fruitful

and increase. We pray not only that the church in India may grow
in Spirit, but that the church in America and in the whole world
may, according to the prayer of the Lord, become one, and grow in

Alice K. Ebey, Eliza B. Miller.

Reply to»the District of India.

Beloved in the Lord, Greeting:

The Annual Conference, assembled at Harrisonburg, Va., has
received yonr kind letter of greeting. We rejoice with you in the
comfort of the fellowship of Christ and praise for the Father's
goodness, that health and opportunity have been given to continue
your labor for the Master. We especially commend and rejoice

with you in the liberal and enthusiastic sacrifice you are making, in

pushing your home mission work.

Wr
e extend to you our Christian love and means, as God may

enable us, for the furtherance of the work. We pray that harmony
and loyalty to the Truth may be sustained in all your churches, and
that together we may be used of the Lord to hasten the gathering
of the church out of all nations.

Chas. D. Bonsack, D. J. Lichty.

From Denmark.

To the Annual Meeting of the Church of the Brethren in America,
of 1909, Greeting:

We, in district meeting assembled at Hordum, Denmark, Dec.

6, 1908, desire hereby to express gratitude for the interest that the

Brotherhood in America has shown us during the past years, and
for the help which they have given us to the present time. Wr

e have
no query to present this year, but desire hereby to send yuti our

greetings and an expression of our love and appreciation. We are

Still pressing forward, trying to do what we can and ask an interest

in your prayers, that souls may be saved and that the work may
move forward.

Our prayer is that the grace of the Lord, our Savior, may be
with you in your meeting, and that the Conference will result in

much good to those present, as well as for the whole Brotherhood.
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In behalf of the churches of the Brethren in Denmark.

Signed by Elders K. Johansen, C. L. Eskildsen, C. Hansen, Sec-

retary.

Reply to Denmark.

Beloved in the Lord, Greeting:

The Annual Conference, assembled at Harrisonburg, Va., bas

received your letter of greeting and appreciation of the kindness

of the church in America. We praise the Lord for your continued

faithfulness to Christ and the church.

The Conference sends greetings to you, and our prayer is that

the Lord may effectually use everyone of you to bring your coun-

trymen to the fullest knowledge of the Truth of the Gospel. May
your faith be strengthened more and more by every struggle, till

the coming of the Lord!

Chas. D. Bonsack, D. J. Lichty.

RESOLUTIONS.

Through the Divine providence of our kind Heavenly Father,

we have been permitted to meet in another Annual Conference,

to deliberate upon the vital questions pertaining to the Church of

the Brethren, relative to Christianizing the world. Therefore, be

it resolved that we hereby formally express our gratitude:

1. To Almighty God, the Father, who has protected us, Je-

sus Christ the Savior, who has redeemed us, and the Holy Spirit,

who has led and guided us by the Word of Truth.

2. To the dear brethren, sisters and friends of the Second

District of Virginia, with all their various committees, for the

courtesy, care and kindness, and untiring labors, to entertain us

during our sojourn with them.

3. To the churches of the city, who have so cordially invited

our Brethren to occupy their pulpits.

4. For the frank, open-hearted address of welcome by Gen.

John E. Roller, in behalf of the citizens of Llarrisonburg and com-
munity. •

5. To the city council and all the good citizens they represent,

for providing the grounds and furnishing them with light and water

for our convenience.

6. To the Railroad Associations, and the^ several roads under

their supervision, for the reduced rates and excellent service

which we have enjoyed.

7. To the postal department for their kindness in placing an

office on the grounds for our accommodation.
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8. To the Police Force for the protection they have given us.

A. E. Nead, Manly Deeter, J. H. Neher, Committee.

STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 1909.

1. Arkansas, First District and S. E. Missouri, By letter

2. California, Northern, Harvey Eikenberry
3. California, Southern and Arizona, J. A. Miller

4. Denmark,
5. France

6. Illinois, Northern and Wisconsin, . . Wm. Eisenbise
7. Illinois, Southern, D. T. Wagoner
8. India, First District, D.J. Lichty
9. Indiana, Middle, A. G. Crosswhite, S. S. Ulerv

7 J

10. Indiana, Northern, .-

J. W. Kitson, I. L. Berkey
11. Indiana, Southern, J. W. Rarick
12. Iowa, Middle, John Zuck
13. Iowa, Northern, S. Minn, and S. Dak., Silas Gilbert
14. Iowa, Southern, H. C. N. Coffman
15. Kansas, Northeastern,

, I, L. Hoover
16. Kansas, Northwestern and N. Colorado, D. A. Crist

17. Kansas, Southeastern, Chas. A. Miller
18. Kansas, S. W., S. Colo,, and N. W. Okla., M. Keller
19. Maryland, Eastern, John H. Utz
20. Maryland, Middle, John Rowland
21. Maryland, Western, W. T. Sines
22. Michigan,

J. m. Smith
23. Missouri, Middle, G. W. Lentz
24. Missouri, Northern,

J. S. Kline
25. Missouri, S. and N. W. Arkansas, Noah Oren
26. Nebraska, Levi Snell
27. North and S. Carolina and Georgia, Geo. A. Branscom
28. N. Dakota, N. Minn, and W. Canada, D. F. Landis
29. Ohio, Northeastern, Noah Longanecker
30. Ohio, Northwestern,

J. W. Keiser
31. Ohio, Southern, D. M. Garver, D. S. Filbrun
32. Okla., Panhandle Tex., and N. Mex., Wm. P. Bosserman
33. Oregon, Washington and Idaho, J. S. Secrist

34. Pennsylvania, Eastern, John Herr, F. P. Cassel
35. Pennsylvania, Middle, H. B. Brumbaugh
36. Pennsylvania, S., Henry Beelman, Albert Hollinger
37. Pennsylvania, Western, Jasper Barnthouse, J. J. Shaffer

38. Sweden,

39. Tennessee, P. M. Correll
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40. Texas and Louisiana, H. M. Peters

41. Virginia, First, D, N. Filer, C. D. Hylton

42. Virginia, Second, D. Hays, D. H. Zigler

43. West Virginia, First Emra T. Fike

44. West Virginia, Second, Z. Annon

D. M. Garver, Moderator; G. W. Lentz, Reading Clerk; A. G.

Crosswhite, Writing Clerk.
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INDEX TO YEARS AND PLACES

OF MEETING

Year
1778
1779
17S1
1782
1783
1785
1788
1789
1790
1793
1794
179 7

1798
1799
1800
1803
1804
180 5

1810
1812
1813
1814
1815
1817
1818
1819
1820
1821
1 Q99
J O Li -J

1826
1827
1828
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834
1S35
1836
183 7

1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1S44
18 45
18 46
1847

Md.
Pa.,
Pa..

Pa.,

'

Pa.,

Pa.,

Pa.,

Place
Pipe Creek,
Conewage,
Cones toga,
Unknown,
Pipe Creek,
Big Conewago,
Conestoga, Pa,, .

Great Conestoga,
Coventry, Pa., . .

Great Conewago,
Shenandoah, Va.,
Blackwater, Va.,
Little Conewago,
Pipe Creek, Md.,
Unknown,
Unknown,
Pipe Creek, Md.,
Unknown,
Antietam, Pa., . .

Unknown,
Coventry, Pa., . .

Pipe Creek, Md.,
White Oak, Pa.,
Unknown,
Unknown,
Great Conewago,
Conestoga, Pa.,
Glade, Somerset Co.,
Canton, Ohio,
Unknown,
Lancaster Co., Pa.,
York Co., Pa.,
Pipe Creek, Md.,
Conestoga, Pa.,
Rockingham Co., Va,,
Lost Creek church, Juniata
Stark Co., Ohio,
Cumberland Co., Pa.,
Cumberland Co., Pa.,
Linville Creek, Rockin
Washington Co., Md
Huntingdon Co., Pa.,
Morrison's

Page

Pa.,

Pa.,

Co., Pa.,

gham Co., Va.

Co., Pa.,Cove, Bedford
Somerset Co., Ohio,
Beaver Dam, Md.,
Mohican Church, Wayne Co., Ohio,
Conewago, Pa.,
Roanoke, Va., ,

Trout Creek, Lancaster Co., Pa,,
Franklin Co., Pa.,

5

S

8

11

11
14
15
16
18
20
21
22
23
u O

28
29
30
31
33
3 8
40
41
41
43
44
45
50
50
52
54
54
54
55
57
58
62
63
65
67
,68

71
74
77
81
84
88
92
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Year Place Page
1848 Wayne Co., Ohio 96
1850 Bear Creek, Montgomery Co., Ohio, 113
1851 New Hope, Augusta Co., Va., 122
1852 Turkey Creek, Elkhart Co., Ind 12 8

1853 Beaver Dam, Mel., 134
1854 Ashland Co., Ohio, 142
1855 Aughwick, Huntingdon Co., Pa., .

147
1856 Waddama Grove, Stephenson Co., Ill 154
1857 Manor Church, Washington Co., Md., 161
1858 Bachelor Run Church, Carroll Co., Ind., .168
1859 Elk Creek Church, Somerset Co., Pa 181
1860 Limestone Church, Washington Co., Term 191
1861 Beaver Creek Church, Rockingham Co., Va., 199
1862 Erhaugh Church, Montgomery Co., Ohio, 204
1863 Clover Creek Church, Blair Co., Pa 218
1 S64 Hagerstown Church, Wayne Co., Ind., 225
1865 Rock River, Lee Co., 111., 233
1866 Antietam Church, Franklin Co., Pa., 245
1867 Pipe Creek, Md 259
1868 Elkhart Co., Ind., 268
1869 Peters Creek, Pa 276
1870 "Waterloo, Black Hawk Co., Iowa 2 84
1871 Berks Co., Pa., 292
1872 Wayne Co., Ohio, 301
1 873 Meyersdale, Pa 307
1874 Macoupin Co., 111., 314
1875 Covington, Ohio, 323
1876 De Graff, Logan Co., Ohio, 334
1877 New Enterprise, Pa., :

345
1878 North Manchester, Ind., ' 356
1879 Broadway, Va., 3 63

1880 Lanark, 111., 371
1881 Ashland, Ohio 390
1882 Arnold's, Kosciusko Co., Ind., 403
18 83 Bismarck Grove, Douglas Co., Kans., 419
1884 Near Dayton, Ohio 42 8

1885 Mexico, Juniata Co., Pa 435
1886 Pitsburg, Darke Co., Ohio, 448
1887 Ottawa, Kans., 465
1888 North Manchester, Ind., 478
1889 Harrisonburg, Va., 496
1890 Pertle Springs, Johnson Co., Mo 513
1891 Hagerstown, Md ^32
1892 Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 554
1893 Muncie, Ind 571
1894 Meyersdale, Pa., -596
1895 Decatur, 111., 613

189 6 Ottawa, Kans., 629
189 7 Frederick, Md., 651
189 8 Burlington Park, Naperville, 111., . 668
1899 Roanoke, Va., 690
1900 North Manchester, Ind., 713

1901 Lincoln, Nebr., 738
1902 Harrisburg-, Pa., 7f>2

1 903 Bellefontaine, Ohio, 776
1904 Carthage, Mo., . 790
1905 Bristol, Tenn., 807
1906 Springfield, 111., .

823
1907 Los Angeles, Cal., 840

1908 Des Moines, Iowa, 8 68

1909 Harrisonburg, Va., 890
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INDEX TO MINUTES
1778 to 1909.

A
Absenting from meeting-, admonition for, 289.
Abstinence, total, signing pledge, 75.
Abuse of sister by husband, 114, 116,
Accusation, secret, against bishops, etc., 282.

of brother, for preaching contrary views, 94.
against elder, 383.

Accuser to make charges known, 384.
Accused should hear accusation, 234.

member, decisions of church as to, 35 8.
Acknowledgment by editors, for slanderous articles, 3 68.

" erring brother, 23, 49, 236.
of trespass, privately, 22 8.

Adams and Hancock Counties, report of Churches of, 2 78.
Address of welcome at opening of meetings, 780.
Administrator, Brethren acting as, 229, 261.
Admonition, duty of members as to, 211.

of Annual Meeting to be heeded, 272.
witholding hand in, 214.

Adornment with jewelry, etc., 163.
Adulterer, sister living with, 225.
Adultery, committed by minister, 251.

harmony in dealing with members guiltv of, 453.
justification of bv elder, 3 2 9.

mention of, 20, 41, 43, 48, 116, 131, 159, 169, 225, 251, 263.
prayer for persons living in, 116.
reception of man after committing, 312.
to marry a divorced person is, 263.

Advancement in office only to those in order of church, 697.
Advertisements in Sunday-school quarterlies, 857.

objectionable, in church papers, 423.
of land, exclusion of from Gospel Messenger, 6 5 4.

permitted in Sunday-school paper, 7 83.
Advertising medium, Gospel Messenger used as, 699.
Advice of councils, as to points of duty, 103.

only where there is no direct Gospel, 239.
Affirmation, petition relating to, 479.
African race, furtherance of liberty of, 125.
"Again and again," explanation of, 296.
Age in office an element of choice, 406.
Aged brethren, seats for at Annual Meeting, 373.
Agriculture, teaching of in Brethren's schools, 812, 825, 845.
Aid from one brother to another in case of loss, 294.
" ministerial, for churches, 293, 304.

Alms, collecting, 11, 15.
Altar, family, importance of having, 720.
American Colonization Society, contributions to, 125.
Amusements, skating rink, 433.
Ancient order, no changes from allowed, 119.
Annual Conference, more private, 232.
Annual Council, congregation against decisions of, 281.
Annual Meeting, accommodation of delegates to, 281.

" M addition of rule governing, 466.
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Annual Meeting, admonitions of to be heeded, 272.
all churches should be represented at, 133.
alternately held East and West, 2 32.
amendment to plan of holding, 93, 292, 304, 339, 351,
356, 409.

" bearing- expenses of, 3 48.
change in holding, 234, 740.
in manner of holding, 2 7 6, 318, 323.
in rules governing, 738.
change of time of, 55, 59, 60, 167, 762.
change suggested, 124.
committee (see u-nder General Missionary and Tract
Committee)

.

day of opening, 813, 825, 843.
indexing Minutes of, 557.
letters concerning, 101.
limit to officers' term of service. 655.

to report of proceedings, 308, 314, 335.
location of, 857.
management of, 436.
Minutes, Mohler classification, 438.

of published in pamphlet form, 312, 315.
no report of by reporter, 286.
observance of decisions of, 3 77.
order of, 32, 62, 87, 88, 118.

" organization of, 247.
plan for organization of, 2 63.
plans for holding, 345.
printing Minutes of, 99.
publishing proceedings of, 248, 3 2 4.

record of various things connected with, 781.
reports of answers in Minutes of, 284.
resolutions (see under General Missionary and Tract
Committee).
secretary, duties of, 828, 842.
term of delegates to, 877.
trafficking on grounds of, 65 6.

treasurer's report (see under General Missionary and
Tract Committee).
west of Mississippi River, 720.

Anointing by ministers not ordained. 497, 521, 540, 556, 571.
directions for, 280.
followed by use of medicine, 196.
in absence of elder, 64.

" more than once, 52.
not for well persons, 132.
of brother who has been expelled, 131.
of those dismissed from fellowship, 857.
only for those baptized, 120, 281.
primary object of, 432, 435.
proper manner of, 19 6.

person to perform duty of, 120, 264.
references to, 19, 30, 50, 141, 172, 195.
refusal of, by brother if one expected to die, 360.
whether by elders or ministers, 234, 235.
with oil, number of applications, 632.

Answers to questions, suppression of bv Annual Meeting, 351.
to be published by April 15, 781.

Appeal may be taken from decisions, 396.
" of members to Annual Meeting, 26 3.
11 right of in case of a judgment, 156,

" to Annual Meeting, 56.
Applicants' declaration of principles, 22 7.

Applicants for church membership, views of, 141, 20 7.

order of receiving into' church, 97, 209.
Applications for membership, order of receiving, 450.
Appointments, filling of away from home, 186.

without counsel of church, 102.
Arbitration, brother serving at, 76.

ii
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committee for, 167.
631.

Ardent spirits, use of, 162.
Arguments by brother that are unscriptural, 152.
Arizona and California Districts, 85 8.

Arms, not right to bear, 235.
Army, enlistment of Brethren in
Ashland church, Ohio, request of
Asia Minor mission, rebaptism as it relates to,

Assembly, legisative, election to, 305.
Assignment of property to defraud, 47, 49, 175.
Assistance for Brethren, 244.
Athletic contests in Brethren's schools, 812, S45.
Attest, Brethren who have taken the attest, 5, 6.

Attorney, right of brother to act as, 338.
Auditing committee's report (see under General Missionary and Tract

Committee).
Authority, assumption of by elder, 325, 351.
Avoidance, companion in wedlock as a member in, 45, 4 C

.

dealings to cease with those in, 10 9.

difference among Brethren concerning
different decisions as to, 207.
duty of adjoining churches to those in,

holding" doctrine of, 557.
positive proof necessary
releasing of members in,

right of congregation to
saluting member in, 255.
status of members of family of one in, 78.

transgressor in to hear testimony, 120.
treatment of those in, 2 8, 99, US, 169.

what constitutes necessity of putting in, 109,

with repentance, 83.

<<

69.

262,

before
12 0.

act in

putting in,

ease of, 65

121.

117

it
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Bachelor's Run Church, difficulties in, 10'
Bank, serving as director or president of,

stock, right to own, 104.
Banking business, Brethren engaging in,

Bankrupt law, taking benefit of, 2 7 9.

Ban, concerning the, 16.

Bans, should be published, 25, 42.

521.

3 05, 315.

Bap

558.

141
55.

sm administered by unreconciled ministers, 467.

to sick brother, 391.

and prayer for gifts of Holy Ghost, 599.
application for, without Brethren to counsel, 83

applicants for, from other congregations, 65 7.
" " questioned as to companion,

by brother who wears no beard, 45.

by expelled ministers, 420.
in circumstances not permitting, 148.
difference in form of words used, 82, 84, 125,
friends of candidate for. at council meetings,
if previously baptized, 67.

in India of polygamous people, 768.
" pool, 353, 765.

instruction of candidates for, 64.

Jesus, preaching doctrine of, causes division, 94.

laying hands on candidate after leaving water, 4 6

minister in second degree authorized to administi
must precede anointing, 2 81.

neglect to examine applicants for, 265.
not for remission of sins, taught, 1S2.
of English Baptist, 2 6.

of Holy Ghost, 175.
" sick in their home, 228.
" those in military service, 230.

order of receiving applicants, 59,

pool in meetinghouse for use in,

practice by Brush Creek church,
principles laid before applicants for, 350.

1 K919a,

1.

•r. 261.

61.
32 3.

3 40.
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Baptism, questions asked at, 766.
before entering water, 854, 873, 892.
to candidates for, SOS, 319.

" receiving" candidates without trine immersion, 45, 52, 55, 56.
members baptized by other denominations, 51, 5 7.

" reception into church without, 97, 99, 195,
" " of applicants for, 520.
" remission of sins before, 166.
" requirements of candidate for, 165.
" single or trine immersion, 55.
" trespasses of applicants for, 162.
" trine, by another denomination, 270.
" upon public confession, 229.
" validity of when performed in wrong place, 600.
" visiting persons who apply for, 6 9.
" vows of candidates for, 52.
" without confession, 9 8.

Baptistry, baptism in, 3 5 3.

Baptize, arrangements for Brethren to, 98.

Baptized persons, reception of without rebaptism, 3 70.

Baseball, intercollegiate, contests, 875.
Bashor, S. H., and Holsinger, H. R., 413, 42 6.

Beard, cutting or trimming of, 135, 145.
" necessity of wearing, by brother breaking bread, etc., 2 6, 45, 91.

wearing of, on upper lip, 207, 2 81.

Beer, bottles, use of for holding communion wine, 767.
" Bro. J. W., disregard of for decision of Annual Meeting, 425, 432.

Bells, on meetinghouses, 187, 206, 243, 25 4.
" sleigh, on horses, 156.

Benediction at funerals, no authority for, 214.
practice by Brush Creek church, 340.

Beneficiary Association in the church, 741, 763.
Berlin committee, report of, 40 5.

Bethany Bible School, recognition of, 895.

Bible schools in churches, not condemned, 633.
" study, systematic place for, 7 66.
" views, imaginary, improper to hold, 581.

Bicentennial observance, report of committee on, 85 3.
" of Brotherhood, observance of, 814.

memorial, 852.
Birthday dinners and suppers, 431.
Bishop accused of fault in ruling, 242.

expelled, building up another church, 188.
" or elder, ordination of, 136.
" relieved of office, ignorant of charge, 2 42.

too old to serve, 62.
" unmarried brother eligible to office of, 256.

Bishops, duty of toward church, 103, 130.
" election of, without consent of church, 117.
" ordination of the oldest elders for, 397.

power of, 89, 185.
right of to forbid preaching, 223.

Blank form of report for college-visiting committees, 65 4, 670.

Blanks, printed, for delegates to Annual Meeting, 67 5.

Blessing pronounced, contrary to Gospel, 102.
" pronouncing, over people, 123, 151.

Blood-shedding in army, bar to membership, 237.

Boasting, Brethren guilty of, 32 7.

Bonds, investment in Government, 22 8, 240.

selling, by Brethren, 29, 41, 51.

shaving of, 23,6.

Book and tract organization, plan for, 4 3 7.

" membership, publication of, 831.
I looks, etc., selling at Annual Meetings, 252.

examination of before selling, 2 79.
M supplying of to poor ministers, 517.

Botetourt church, new committee for, 3 5 6.

Normal College, recognition of, 875.

Boundary between east and center Districts, 72 0.
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Bounty, right of brother to accept, 284.
Bowman church, committee to visit, 250.

J. A., members, reception of, 454.
Brand, Sister, complaint from, 125.
Bread and wine on table with supper, 229, 290.

breaking of, by
#
sisters, 163, 366, 438, 696, 716, 829, 850, 874, 893,

" " brother, who wears no beard, 45.
" " teacher to sick person, not a member, 73.
" without supper, 42.

" of communion for sick members, 83.
time of breaking-, 467, 615.

Breckenridge County, Kans., committee for, 203.
Brethren, aged, seats for at Annual Meeting, 373.

church, inception of a necessity, 616.
hospital, change of plan of selecting directors for, 781.

in Chicago, committee report on, 741.
laboring, collections for, 156.
only in full order of church to preach in others' meeting-

houses, 617.
Publishing House (see under General Missionary and Tract

Committee.)
school for North Dakota, Northern Minnesota and Western

Canada, 877.
" who decline to preach, 32 6.

Brethren's Book and Tract Committee, change of name of, 4 61.
report of, 462, 493, 503, 528.

work, funds for, 540.
work, report of, 548, 566, 590, 606.

Encyclopedia, misrepresentations in, 298.
Hymnal, inconsistency in use of, 438.
Hymn Book or Gospel Hymns in public services, 517.
Hymnal, words of, printed between the staff, 63 4.

Sunday-school Song Book, revision of or addition to, 634.
Brewery, keeping of, by brother, 52, 65.
Briiderbote, Der, plan for circulation of, 450, 49 9.

Brush Creek church on feet-washing, baptism, benediction, 340, 3 5 9.
Building and loan associations, belonging to, 294.
Burial cases, costly, not right to bury dead in, 33 7.

Business of church, public or private, 222.
Butchering, advice against engaging in, 115.

O
California and Arizona districts, 858.

" Oregon ask for delegation of Brethren, 198,
committee to organize churches in, 284.

Brethren endorse H. R. Holsinger, 430.
difficulties among Brethren in, 329, 332.

in church, 354, 463.
Camp meetings, not advisable to attend, 98.
Canada regarded as a foreign mission, 497.
Candidate for membership, friends of, at council of case, 40.
Candidates, reception of, before reading Matt. 18, 229.
Cap, sister who refuses to wear, 208.

" wearing of for comfort or necessity, 481.
" wearing of in cases of necessity, 467.

Cards, diamonds, rings, etc., prohibition of traffic in, 810 823
Carpenters, Brotherhood of, not right to join, 499.
Carpets, in houses, 51, 53, 138.

plain, on floor, not leading to pride, 358.
Carriages, nonconformity as to, 52.
Carroll County church requests committee, 155.
Cedar County church, Mo., committee for, 198.
Censured member, friends at council in case of, 40.
Centennial Exposition, not right to attend, 338.
Ceremony in receiving members, 183.
Certificate, giving of, in case of debt, 138.

granting of, to those who disregard nonconformity in dress
390.
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Certificate necessary in receiving- members, 215.
of membership on removal, 73, 111, 208,

holding- of, 249, 328.
showing standing of preachers, 298.

" to minister who is in debt, 57.
Certificates of membership, delay in presenting, 677.

withholding, 742.
Changes, frequent in appointment of committees, 764.
Charges, investigation, of time for, 384.

" in writing, right of local church to decide as to, 498.
" right of elder to act on, 337.

Chautauqua grounds for Annual Meetings, 856. .

Christ, anointing of, 290.
Christian attire, scriptural grounds on, 896.

M Endeavors and Epworth Leagues, 779.
Workers, central organization for, 877, 891.

topics, publication of, 796.
Christians, request for, to rise to their feet, 50 0.

Church, all power under God invested in the, 134.
'* and elders, relations between, 632.
" change of name, 479, 538.
" confused and divided state of, 378.
" council meetings, private council at, 537.
" councils, only members to attend, 48, 76.
" disorganizing of, 678.
" duty of, in maintaining dependent members, 324.

" toward bishops, 103.
" entertainments, holding of, wrong, 581.
M extension fund, 782.
" festivals, holding of, 718.
•* letters, limiting validity of, 633.
" M uniformity in issuance of, 454.
11 meeting called by few members, 177.

name, change of, money for advice as to, 778.
M 830, 851, 872.

" " committee, report of, 778.
" " use of in connection with business, 633.
" neglects to call brother to preach, 62.
"

officers, scriptural plan for electing, 262.
" paper, regulations for, 440.

" to be under supervision of Brotherhood, 394.
principles, violation of, in schools, 82 9, 846.
property, report of committee on, 484, 501, 529, 542.

" " going, to law about, 42 2.
" relations of different arms of, 138.
" visit, duty of deacon of, 253.
M workers to be in order of the church, 582.

Churches declining, plans to help, 98.
M setting in order, plan for adjoining elders, 348.

City missions cared for by districts, 453.
" mission work, plan for carrying on, 600, 614.

Circuses, mass meetings, fairs, etc., to be shunned, 2 9 7.

Civil government of Divine authority, 229, 240,
Clarion County, Pa., church requests committee, 16 6.

Class meetings, not advisable to take part in, 67.
Clergy permits for mechanics and laborers, 767.
Clerks, frequent change in, requested, 352.
Coast district, formation of, 796.
Coat, "clergymen's," not recognized, 582.

cut of for Brethren, 580.
Coldwater and Wayman Valley churches, Iowa, 414.
Collar, style of on coats, 337, 347.
Collecting notes by law, 174, 178.
Collections granted at public meetings, 616.

" made at public meetings, 15 6.
" taking of, at dedication services, 374.

College, advisory committee for, 531.
" Botetourt Normal, recognition of, 875.
" brother serving as manager of, 297.
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College education for member's son, 5 4, 3 79,
" request for establishing of, at Ladoga, 5 95.

right of brother to attend or teach in, 138, 379,
Colleges, advertisements of, in. church papers, 423.

blank form of report for committees visiting, 654, 670.
" reports on, 551.

Colonization of Scandinavians in America, 6 7.

Color, no difference in, in salutation, 1 O H

Colored members, church privileges of, 2 54.
" " conduct toward, at communion, 110.

salutation of, 32 0, 327.
people, reception into church of, 5 8, 60, 85.

Committee, calling of, by expelled member, 213.
on Sunday-school statistics, ,629.

" standing', election of, 134.
" to California, quota of expenses for, 32 2.

Committees, appointment of, by districts to settle difficulties, 376.
called, expenses of, 310, 312, 321.
calling of, without consent, 349,
care enjoined in selection of, 325.
merging of General Church Erection and Missionary and
Book and Tract, 498.
only those in general order to settle difficulties, 319.

" power of, in investigating difficulties, 23 5.
" in settling difficulties, 319.
" limited, 33 7.

selection of, on Saturday or Monday at Annual Meeting,
117.

" sending of, great distances, 366.
service on, for several years, 7 6 4.

special, publication of names of, 129.

<<

<<

"to settle matters, 2 66.

to settle difficulties in various churches, 121, 362, 370,
402, 415, 427, 432, 442.

" various requests for, 244, 333.
Command of Savior, better fulfillment of, 15 8.

Communing, ordering brother from, 12 6.

Communion, absenting oneself from, 274.
M administered by nonordained brother, 5 8.
" " in evenings, 217.

administration of by nonconformed brother, 359.
" " sisters, 111.

" attending when out of order, 633.
" changing custom of observing, 615.
" debarring brother from, 170.

for sick member, 83, 124, 202.
full, when allowed, 179.

" holder of worldly office deprived of, 315.
" in connection with Lord's Supper, 438.
" more frequent observance of, 23 7.
" not for nonmember, 54.

refusal of, with bishops, 302.
" sitting or standing during, 274.

time for giving thanks at, 373.
to whom to be held with, 45, 106, 118.
unfermented grape juice used at, 323.

" wine, beer bottles used for holding, 767.
without supper, 42.

Companion, eligibility of those having more than one, 482. '

Complaint against member, order of procedure in, 2 3.
" " " priority in receiving, 202.

of long standing against member, SO.

Complaints, taking up, after communion, 202.
Complete Minutes of Annual Meeting, publication of, 894.

Conestoga church requests committee, 180.

Conemaugh church, report of committee on, 415.

Conference meetings, authority for holding, 245.
s ,

Confidence in self lacking in minister, 197."
Confirmation of children, members to teach against, 522.

it
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Conflicting- element, work for union of, 414.
Conformity in dress by minister, 254.

" of Brethren, who preach for other denominations, 617.
" on dress question, 2 01.
" to the order of the church enjoined, 311.
" to the world at funerals, 43,
"• " " " in building- meetinghouses, 15 0.

" " " " dress, 40, 5 8, 85, 169.
" " " " general affairs, 108.
" " " " houses, furniture, etc., 70, 187.
" " " rejection of, 449.

Confusion caused by certain practices, 188.

Consent to administer ordinances, 173.
Consolidation of General Church Erection and Missionary Committee

and Book and Tract Committee report on, 534, 5 74.

Conventions, Sunday-school, advice against holding, 412.
Converted, keeping number of, 252.
Corporations, right to own stock in, 104, 197.
Corresponding brother in the church, 107.
Council, appointment of, for offending church, 413.

" called by ordained Brethren, 145.
" meeting, attendance at, 150.
" " each member to answer at, 215.
" " general, in Indiana, 101.
" " invitation to those not members, to attend, 742.
" " reports of, not to be given out, 214.

Why held privately, 325.
Counsel of church necessary, 207.

" " " " in expulsion, 311.
" rebelling against, 86, 114.
" rejection of from neighboring Districts, 22 9.

County charge, son makes father a, 210.

Courtesy toward husband of sister, 43.

Coventry church, Pa., asks for committee, 14,6, 160.

Covering for women, scriptural requirements of, 98, 159.

wearing- of by sisters, 2 89.

Covington church, Ohio, difficulties in, 160.
Credentials, delegates must have from churches, 466.

discontinuance of blank form of delegates', 745.
" each minister to have, 780.
" solicitors to have,, 79 6.

Crime, member accused, or guilty of, 67, 72, 89, 115.

Crowding at Annual Meeting, plan to obviate, 794, 808.
,

Crumpacker, Peter, assistance for, 2 5 S.

Cup, passing of, by sisters, 163.

D
Damages, law used in collecting-, 108.
Danish church in care of Northeastern District of Illinois, 360.

mission, apportionment of expenses of, 365.
collection for, 3 47.

wants of, 3 78.
" or Swedish brother, request for, 500..
" tracts, examination of, 89 4.

Davy, Pro., action concerning, 3 84.

Daytime, communion to sick members in, 202.

Deacon, election of, 214.
qualifications essential for holding office of, 275.

" right of, to exhort, 174.
" unmarried brother eligible to office of, 25 6.

" whose wife is not a member, 9 4.

Deacons and ministers, election of, by majority vote, 82 8.

appointed without laving on of hands, 6 6.
" church in need of, 172.
" election of, 15 5.
" elders disregard of, 401.
" laying of hands on, 99, 118.

separated for work, 719, 740.

Dead, dressing of the, after fashion of world, 250.
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Deadly weapon, defending- with, 148.
Dealing- with church that is out of order of Gospel, 26 0.
Death notices of children, publication of, 855.

of first husband necessary before remarriage, 219
Debating schools, not expedient to join, 267.

societies, Brethren prohibited from, 350, 3 57.
society, taking part in, 327.

Debt, in case of brother in avoidance, 69.
members sued for, 216.
minister involved in, 4 9, 5 7.

Debtors, insolvent, brother taking benefit of law for, 72.
Debts, becoming heedlessly involved in, 25.

Brethren who will not. pay, 210, 261.
brother complained of for, 210.
collection of, by Brethren, 2 9, 44, 82.

Deception, marriage, divorce, 396.
Decision of elders altered by other elders, 99.
Decisions by District Meetings not to be contrary to Annual Meetings,

disregard of by elder, 401.
of Annual Meeting not obeyed, 23 7.

of Annual Meeting, observance of, 3 77.
right of church to enforce, 302.

Declaiming society, unbecoming to take part in, 327.
Dedication services, collections taken at, 3 74.
Definite name in letters of recommendation, 29 9.
Defraud, assignment made to, 175.
Degrees in ministry, forwarding in, 231.

three, in the ministry, 243.
Delegate, admission of to Annual Meeting examination, 324
"Delegate," use of in Minutes, 112.
Delegates, accommodation of at Annual Meeting, 282.

credentials, blank forms of, discontinued, 745.
examination of, 794, 809.
from District Meetings to Annual Meeting, 290.
number of on Standing Committee, 765, 776.
should represent sentiments of District, 324, 336
to Annual Meeting, blank forms for, 675.

term of, 8 77.
to be present at every session, 47 8.

;

"
to have proper certificates, 466.

District Meeting to be in order of Brethren, 600.
voting sentiments of congregations represented, 601.
what members to select for, 165.

Demand by church on Standing Committee, 23 5.
Denmark and Sweden, Elder and Sister Miller appointed to visit 5^2

request of Brethren of, 522.
elder to be sent every three years to, 558.
missionary work begun in, 347.
request by churches in, 43 2.

Deposed brother, election by another congregation to ministrv of 697
restoration of, 53 8.

officer, proper order for restoration of, 557, 615.
Derogatory matter, publication of, 328.
Desertion from army, case of, 254.

of wife by husband, 30. 31.
Devil, preaching doctrine of no, 13 6.

salvation of, 168.
Devotion, annual visit season of, 2 71.
Devotional exercises to open and close Annual Meeting sessions 742
Dickey, Bro. Elias, given charge of Garber Fund, 160.
Differences among Brethren, 21, 27, 29, 33." with western Brethren, 128.
Difficulties, committees to adjust in Districts, 767.

" settle, to various churches, 313.
Districts choosing committees to settle, 32 7
in White Oak church, 124.
officers of church involved in, 2 80.
procedure of committees hearing, 213.

<<

<<

<<

<<

<<
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Difficulties settled "by visiting elders, 295.
" settlement of by committees, 365.

" " District Meeting, 409.
" " Districts, 311.

Difficulty between husband and wife, 170.
M trial of, where it originated, 167.

Discussions in Messenger, limits of, 721.
" public, with religious professors, 20 3.

Disobedience as to fashion of dress, 201.
" of a member, 89.

Disobedient minister, release of, by church, 338.
Disorganizing a church, plan of procedure in, 678.

Disowned members, declarations by, 407.
liberty given to, 396.

" " reception of, 257.
" " status of church receiving, 407.

Disowning of members by church, 3 69.
Dismissed person rails against Brethren, 2 2 9.

Disregard for counsels of Annual Meeting, 2 9 7, 2 9 9.

Disrespect for counsel of Annual Meeting, 172.
Disrespectful language toward Annual Meeting, 29 7.

Dissatisfaction regarding decision, 171.
" with church proceedings, 108.

Distilleries, brother should not work in or for, 90.

condemned, 7, 8, 11, 45, 47, 53, QQ.

Distilling of ardent spirits by brother, 51, 70, 86.

District, appointment of committee by, 376.
" councils, limitations of, 240.
" meeting, adoption of by Annual Meeting, 2 22.
" " answers to all questions demanded, 3 51.
" " business before, 2 47.
11 " delegates to be in order of Brethren, 600.
" " dispensing with, 29 8.

keeping minutes of, 215, 228.
plans for holding, 246.

" " power of, to settle difficulties, 339.
" private meeting, 274.

publication of proceedings of, 326, 338.
" " representation of churches at, 814.

with one elder, 5 79.
" mission boards, annual statements in Messenger of, 855.
" request for change of name of, 325.

Districts, division of churches into, 159.
" in each State, forming of, 231.
" separation of church into, 107.

Ditch, right of brother to petition for location of, 616.

Dividing line, east and west, for Annual Meetings, 232.

Divorce and church membership, 378.
" and remarriage, 369.
M " " admission to church after, 252.

" fornication, 76, 19 7, 3 71.
" not for fornication, 210.
" question, committee to make decision on, 6 31, 6 5 3, 6 69.
" " majority report on, 534.
" " reconsideration of, 350.

requested, 741, 763.
" report of committee on, 513, 515.

Divorcee, marriage of, condemned, 313.

Doctrinal differences, 9, 43, 82, 149, 153, 157.

Doctrine, preaching wrong, 136, 139.
strange, held, 16, 22, 38.

Dress, conformity to order prerequisite to advancement, 6 97.

fashionable, like the world, 85, 94, 102.
lack of uniformity in, 390.
mode of, conformity to, essential, 346.
plainness and uniformity of, 3 90.

of, resolutions to enforce, 25 8.

question, affecting brethren and sisters, 654, 669.

confusion in church regarding, 895.
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Dress question, dissatisfaction with ruling's of Annual Meeting- on, 82 8.

regulations, violation of by evangelists, 345.
specifications of sisters', 452.
tendency to disregard rules concerning, 397.

Drink, at vendues, no strong, 4 8.

strong, intemperate use of, 68.
not to be sold, 25, 48, 55, 62.

superfluity of, at funerals, 43.
Drunkenness, expulsion of member for, 140,
Dryfork church, Va., committee for, 203.
"Dunker," request to drop name of, 766, 777, 792.
Duties, refusal of elder to perform, 2 3 7.

Duty, collecting advice on points of, 103.
of bishops to church and church to bishop, 103.

E
•

Earrings and jewels, wearing of, 135.
Eastern Maryland, report of committee on, 387.
Eatables, superfluity of, at funerals, 43.
Ecclesiastical world, history of the, 616.
Editors, acknowledgment by, for slanderous articles, 368." care enjoined on, 2 4 9.

not right of, to eulogize traveling Brethren; 3 4 6.

required to acknowledge offenses, 308.
restriction of, in publishing derogatory matter, 328.

Educational Board, authority of, 895.
" membership of, 869.

Eel River church, difficulties in, 113.
Elder, accusation against an, 383.

active, resignation by, of charge, 581.
exceeding of rights by, 221.
opening of meeting by, in absence of Standing Committee, 391.
or minister, In pay of railroad or land agents, 677.
rejection of decisions by, 249.

" to consult church before visiting* an elder, 243.
Elders, ancient order as to labor of, 312.

and church, relations between, 632.
appointment of without knowledge of District, 274.
authority of, hi setting churches in order, 413.
disqualified to act in certain cases, 538.
election of, by vote in all cases, 265.
expenses of, on Standing Committee, 855.
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pay of, in Investigating churches, 655.
" form of ordination of, 353.

inaction of regarding secret societies, 582.
" neglect of duty by, 326.
(<

<<
ordination of, 123, 136.

at. mission points, 700.
request regarding, 439, 519.

" substitute in regard to, 3 24.
<« << " uniform practice for, 617.

organizing churches in adjoining districts, 538.
precedence of, where more than one 1

, 560.
right of, to leave State for ordination purpose, 399.
settle difficulties In adjoining churches, 295.
should go where called, 139.
spoken of by James, to anoint. 215.
time of service of, limited, 855.
unkindness between, 3 36.
visiting churches to set things In order, 291.
visits to appointed districts, 12 5.

Election, change of manner of, requested, 4 68.
dealing with members who attend, 244.
for teachers and deacons, 69, 79, 155.

by proxy, 80.
" ministers, who shall vote at, 214.

in church, by proxy, 242.
order of elders voting', 2 11.
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Election in church, private influence used at, 237.
" majority and minority reports, 3 7 8.

" or plurality rule, 49 9.
" rule requested, 3 9 7.

of church officers by majority vote, 451, 402.
" deposed brother to ministry by another congregation, 697,
" ministers and deacons by majority vote, 828, 849.

scriptural plan for, 697, 716.
Elections, giving house for holding1

, 68.

not to be attended, 52, 60, 111, 137, 146, 229.
" political, Brethren voting at, 221, 225, 265.
'* to the ministry by lot, 59.

Eligibility of sisters as delegates to District Meeting, 6 9 7.

Electioneering condemned, 32, 64.
Emigration in cases of Brethren, 136.
Encyclopedia, Brethren's, Minutes omitted in, 333.
Endowment fund, loaning of, 72 0.

" " hindrance to securing, 484.
" Enforce," request for change of word, 261.
English and German speaking" at meetings, 72, 8 7.

Entertainments with stereopticon, etc., 796.
Epworth Leagues, orders such as, detriment to church, 779.
Errors in doctrine, reproof for, 3 77.

Estate, right of sister to claim full share of, 91.

Evangelism, report of committee on plan for, 192.
" work of, urged, 372. . . ,

Evangelists and pastors, support of, 851, 87 0.
" restraint of, 345.

Evidence against member from non-member, 122.

receiving, from persons outside of church, 2 40.

Excluded member, action regarding, 522.
Exclusion of member ignorant of charge, 212.
Excommunicated members, reports to, 214.

" members, fellowship with, 406.
" ministers as administrators of baptism, 467.
" persons, privileges denied, 213.
" " reconsidering casts of, 2 8 5.

Excommunication in Logan church, 123.
" on one brother's testimony, 80.
" Or separation, 49.

Executor, brother acting as, 328.
11 of estate, when a brother may serve as, 44.

Executors, Brethren acting as, 22 9, 2 61.

Eixemption of property by law, not right, 185.
Exhibitions at close of school, 200.

school, holding of, 2 83.

Exhortation before prayer at meeting, 220.
" by visiting brethren, 206.
" " " deacon, 77.

while standing, 270, 292.

Exhortations should be brief, 71.

Ex-Masons, disregard of oath by, 3 67,

Expelled brother, woman who has husband marrying, 177.
" member, committee for, 468.
" •

" notification to, 4 6 8.

reception of, 195, 202, 223.
Expelling brother from office, 170.
Expenses in case of committee called, 310, 312, 321.

" of committee to California, apportionment for, 32 2.

" " " to settle difficulties, 170.
" members of Standing Committee, 855.

" traveling, of messengers to Annual Meeting, 162.

Expulsion, committee threatening church with, 341.

of absent one accused of crime, 250.
" " members by minister, 188.
" " members for violation of decision, 369.

from church, 236, 301.
.

'

*

•'

" on testimony of one witness, 215.

Extension fund, church, 782.
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Faith and practice, rule of, 781.
order of, with repentance, 82.

Pairs, attendance of Brethren at, forbidden, 185,
county and State, attending, 813.
exhibition at, 139.
leasing ground for, 251.
wrong to attend, 496.

Fallen members, definition of, 253.
teachers, preaching of, 271.

Family altar, importance of having, 72 0.
Farmers' Alliance, not right to join, 499." club, inconsistent to join, 320.
Fashionable attire at schools, 812, 824, 845.

worn by speakers, 219.
hats, wearing of at communion, 3 49.
neckties, definition of term, 698.

Fashions, encouragement in, bv elders, 411.
worldly, 27, 47, 58, 94, 135, 209, 211, 226, 254

Fast days, annual observance of, 121, 13 7.

Fasting and prayer, day of, 896.
" in connection with prayer, 2 64.

Fault, more than one church concerned by, 144.
or sin, before the world, 19, 20, 111.
party found in, asked to pay for investigation, 655.
public, between Brethren, 70.

should be publicly acknowledged, 49.
publicity of, against the Gospel, 45.

Feasting at funerals, 358.
" to excess ai love feasts, 103.

Feasts on Sundays, 29 6.

Fee. acceptance of, for marrying, 164, 171.
Feeding mixed multitudes at Annual Meeting, 480, 521.

people on communion occasions, 240.
Feet-washing, 30, 251.

according to Gospel, 71, 87, 112, 144.
and wiping, 270.

by a brother, 100." churches divided on mode of, 3 6 6." dissatisfaction with manner of, 265.
double mode only recognized, 340.
further agitation of question deprecated, 304.
holy kiss at, 442.

" " of non-members, 61.
one mode of, 421.
oneness in practice of, 414.
practice of by Brush Creek church, 3 40, 3 5 9.

single and double modes, 299, 483.
mode preferred by many, 352, 3 66, 466." supper on table before, 213.

time of, 46, 158.
treatment of queries concerning, 347.
trouble growing out of subject of, 380." with supper on table, 251.

Fellowship, dissolution of, 441.
test of, 195.
violation of counsel test of, 241.
with excommunicated members, 406." " Freemasons, 184.

Females not to teach or preach, 183.
Festivals, holding of church, 718.
Fictitious names of writers of articles, 162.
Field Secretary for Sunday-school work, 876, 890.
Final destiny of ungodly, preaching on, 168.
Finances, world-wide (see under General Missionary and Tract Com-

mittee).
Financial difficulties, settlement of, 404.

" secretary for Annual Meeting, 653, 720.



it

It

it

Index 925

Fines in connection with military service, 221.
payment of, to avoid going- to war, 40.

Fisher, Elias, colored, authorized to preach, 293.
Foreign and domestic missions, 200.

fields, authority to send elder and wife to, 745.
mission, applicant for to be endorsed at home, 580, 600.

eligibility for, 599, 633.
missions, report on, 444, 455, 470, 488, 502, 523, 543, 561, 601,
618, 635, 679.

" (see under General Missionary and Tract Committee).
Forfeit money, holding of, 201.
Forgiveness restores to communion, 209.
Fornication, action taken in dealing with, 311.

and divorce, 76, 93, 159, 163.
annulment of marriage contract by, 266, 268.

. application of the Word in case of, 741, 762.
expulsion from church for, 220.
harmony in dealing with members guilty of, 453.
reconciliation of those guilty of, 263." separation for, afterwards holding office, 43 9.

Forwarding brother in the ministry, 97, 158.
Fraternity, name of our, 62.
Freedmen, plan for relief of, 253.
Freemasons, Brethren should not join, 26, 52.

" former, eligible to ministry, 359.
" reception of, into church, 184.

Freemasonry, bar to church membership, 147.
Freewill offering accepted by God, 377.
Full communion, when not allowed, 179.
Fulton County church, 111., proceedings of approved, 147.
Fund, church extension, 782.

to assist people preparing for mission work, 894.
ministerial and relief, -796.

Funds, endowment, loaning of, 72 0.

for Annual Meeting treasury, 841.
loan of, instead of donating to poor churches, 482.

" soliciting of, for various purposes, 831.
Funerals, Brethren not to wear hats at, 250.

conformity to world at, 43.
feasting at, 358.

" how Brethren should proceed in holding, 125.
preachers of other denominations preach, 84, 174.

" preaching long after interment, 23 8.
" sermon preached twice, 156.

Furniture, house, conformity to world in use of, 70.

G
Gambling, buying lottery tickets, 71, 137.
Games, members plaving various, 560.
Garbe r legacy, 126, 143, 154, 160.
Ganger at distillery, brother not to act as, 617.
Genealogy, tracing of family, 719,
General Church Erection and Missionary Committee, report of, 443,

455, 470, 487, 502, 523, 543, 564, 584, 601.
" Church Erection and Missionary Committee, incorporation of,

484.
" Missionary and Tract Committee, report of, 618, 634, 657,, 678.

700, 721, 750, 768, 783, 798, 814, 832.
Mission Board, new name of General Missionary and Tract
Committee, 873.

" Missionary Committee, limit to service on, 676.
German and English speaking at meetings, 72, 87.

Baptist Brethren Historical Association, 672, 690, 714.
" church, order and form of, 406.

request to change name of, 766, 777, 792.
Hymn Book, compilation of, 53 8, 579.

M " limiting number of hymns in, 2 83.
publication of Annual Meeting Minutes in, 499.
request to drop word from church name, 830, 851, 873.

ii
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Germantown and Philadelphia churches, report on, 277.
" church, resolutions of, 644.

Germany, Brethren in, 15 9.
" missionaries for, 468.
" request for missionaries for, 430.
11 work in, 444.

Gilt-edged hymn books and Bibles, use of, 241.
Gish Fund, plan for use of for disabled missionaries, 6 0S.

Giving, question of enforcing" by church of, 376.
Gloves, white, wearing while pallbearer, 721.

Gold spectacles, wearing of forbidden, 540.
Gold watches, expulsion of members for carrying, 496.

diamonds, etc., trafficking in, 810, 823.
carrying, 226.

wearing" of, in anyway, for appearance, violation of God's Word,
657.

Gospel, a perfect law, 302.
" command, to go and spread, 319.
" consistency necessary in preaching of, 144.
" dealing with church out of order of, 2 60.
M Hymns or Brethren's Hymn Book in public services, 517.
" instruction in principles of, 374.

Gospel Messenger advisory committee, 698, 740.
as an advertising medium, 6 99.

" " change in conduct of, 470, 583.
" " for missionary purposes, 469.

plan for spread of, 265, 272, 282.
" sending Brethren to preach the, 12 9, 313.
" spread of necessary, 187.

Gospel support for pastors and evangelists, 8 2 9.

Gospel Visitor, continuance of, 129, 134.
Government, Bible only safe form of, 54 0.

" bonds, investment in, 240.
" school, right to receive pay for teaching, 2 64.

Grain, Brethren advised not to sell to distilleries, 59, 61, 22 7.

Grand Army of Republic, membership in, 481.
Grange, the, secret society, 35 7.

Gratuitous ministry only kind recognized, 406.
Grievance, held by brother against brother, 212.
Grievances, committee appointed to settle, 3 89.

Greeting, letters of (see under General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee).

Grounds, trafficking on Annual Meeting, 656.

Hair, manner of wearing, 226, 272.
shingling of, 479.

Half-fare, concessions from railroads, 173.
" on railroads, committee to request, 59S, 613.
" railroads thanked for, 191.

Hand and kiss on moving to another church, 2 0,6.
" withholding of in admonition, 214.

Hands, laying on deacons, 68, 81, 87, 89, 94, 99.
" " " in ordination, 241.

" visiting brother, 262.
Harmony, necessary in church work, 442.
Hats, fashionable, wearing at communion, 3 49.

" modest, wearing of, by sisters, 376.
" wearing of, by Brethren at funerals, 250.
M " u by sisters test of fellowship, 3 99.

" by sisters in churches, inconsistencies in, 71
" instead of bonnets, 339.

Hearing necessary before expulsion, 215.
" Heathen man," meaning* of, 64, 74.

Hell and the grave not the same, 177.
Highland and Adams Counties churches, Ohio, care of, 355.

" church, Ohio, requests committee, 161.
High schools, Brethren cautioned as to, 130.
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High schools, for Brethren's children, : i 1

8

?
3 79.

High schools, not to be called " Brethren's," 400.
Historical Association, German Baptist Brethren, 672, 690, 714.
Hoke, Bro. George, resignation of Garber Fund agency by, 160.
Holsinger, H. R., and Sharp, S. Z., case of, 285.

endorsement of preaching by, 430.
" " offenses committed by, 309, 391, 403, 413.

Holy Ghost, baptism of, 175.
prayer for gift of, 5 9 9.

Holy Kiss at feet-washing, 442.
" " considered optional, 15 9.

how often to be given, 103.
not to be given in certain cases, 29.
to intoxicated brother or user of tobacco, 132.

Home missions (see under General Missionary and Tract Committee).
Homeless children, methods of caring for, 8 77, 891.

finding home for, 811.
Homestead law, right of Brethren to avail themselves of, 3 67.
Hoops, wearing of, by sisters, 2 9, 218.
Hospital, Brethren, in Chicago, committee report on, 741.
Housekeeper should act with the church, 46.
Housekeepers, two in one church, 310.
Huntingdon County church, committee requested for, 160.
Hymnals, revision of, requested, 676, 694, 714.
Hymn Books and Bibles, gilt-edged, use of, 241.

" binding and grandeur of, 350.
" " deficient in selections, 335.
" enlarging or remodeling of, 197.

German and English, 2 72, 2 83.
improvement of, 112, 203, 479.

" " lower prices and better binding, 359.
" " new or revision of old, 3 35.
" " preparatory steps for new, 172.
" " question referred, 515.
" " report of committee on, 469, 532. 555, 579.

same for all churches, 676, 694, 714.
" " use of English and German, 304.

With notes, not to he used, 312, 320.
Hymns, singing without lining, 183.

I

Illegal installation of elder, 209.
Immersion, single, by other Baptists, 5 5.

Improprieties, 11.
Immorality, liberty given to one guilty of, 396.
Inconsistency alleged in dress question, ,654, 669.
Incorporation of General Church Erection and Missionary Committee,

4 81.

Independence of churches destroys unity, 222.
Independent Sunday-school lessons, 897.
India missionaries, approval of, 60 8.

Indorsement of letters, 134.
Infares, holding of belongs to pride, 51.
" In particular cases," meaning of, 3 73.

Inquest, holding of, in application for baptism, 2 43.
Insane, case of brother becoming, 164. . .

Insolvency of a brother, 5 5, 72.
Installation of official members, 205, 2 9.

" officers to serve at tables, 307.
" refused by brother, 2 30.
" uniformity in, 316, 351.

Instruction of children in the truth, 12.

Instructions to members when received, 374.
Instruments in Brethren's houses, 2 55. ;

" musical, use of test of fellowship, 599.
Insurance companies, established by Brethren, 294.

" company, Washington Mutual Live Stock, 2 9 6.
" " mutual fire, right to organize, 3 68.

life and property, 226, 241, 281, 285, 307.
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Insurance, life and property, difference between, 421.
" " companies, investment in, 764.

" instructions how to proceed in case of, 45 4.
" " request for investigating committee, 632, 763.

Insurance on property, 95, 100, 155, 326, 483.
Intemperance with drink or tobacco, 6 8.

Intercollegiate contests and gospel teaching, 875.
Interest-bearing funds (see under (G-eneral Missionary and Tract Com-

mittee).
illegal, taking of, 303, 312.
only lawful may be taken, 216.
taking of, 8, 47, 57, 59.

unlawful rate of, 65, 154, 220.
International Sunday-school lessons, 858.

not satisfactory, 8 9 7.

Intoxicated brother, failure to report, 213.
Intoxicating liquors, blind brother selling, 227.
Intoxication, expulsion of member for, 140.
Invitation of offender to council, 220.
Invitations, consent of elders or church necessary, 219.

" to join church, 217.
order of, 175.

" " ministers of other denominations, 78.

J
Jewelry wearing permitted by brother, 179.
Jewels and earrings, wearing of, 135.
Jonathan's Creek church, call for committee, 132, 140.
Judging a brother without hearing before church, 73.

Juries, serving on, 54, 58, 60, 73, 76, 226, 257, 328.

Jurors, grand, Brethren not to serve on, 32 8.

K
Karn, Solomon G., will of, 343.
Kingsley, Bro. Samuel, committee to wait on, 394.

Kiss, holy, at feet-washing, 53.
how often to be practiced, 103, 140.

" " not to be given in certain cases, 29, 18S.
" " to nonmembers, 61.

how passed at communion-table, 126.
of charity, 19.

omission of, at meeting, etc., 54, 55.

reconsideration of article pertaining to, 166.

refusal of to brother in fault, 78.

right to withdraw from brother, 87.

saluting expelled members with, 186, 255.
" the holy, 19, 5 3, 188.

Knob Creek church, division in, 122.
Know-nothings barred from church, 148.

L
Labor organizations, membership in, denied, 876.

Lamb or beef at love feasts, 151, 219.

Land advertisements, exclusion of, from Messenger requested, 654.
" appraiser, brother not to accept office of, 374.

Landmark, the, violation of Annual Meeting decisions by, 699.

Language, use of English and German in meetings, 87.
41 use of plain commanded', 117.

Law, brother against outsider, 218, 541.
taking benefit of, 46, 182.

" going to, 13 7, 218, 339.
no differences as to use of, 56.

" not right of brother to practice, 338.
right of brother to defend himself at, 70, 156.

to enforce, 172.
" takiii " benefit of 2 79
'* used by brother to collect debt, 77, 134, 164, 174, 187, 216, 339.

used to collect damages, 109, 126.

use of against fellow-men, 146, 174, 176.
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Law, use of by minister as executor. 5 7.
" " for collecting- debts, 2 64.

Lawsuit, brother against brother. 139.
Lay members as Annual Meeting representatives, 9S.
Laying on of hands after baptism, 854.

" " " and prayer, 515, 719.
" " M on deacons, GS, SI.

Leading' Creek church, Va., committee for, 203.
Lead taken at meeting' by brother not ordained, 76.
Leavened bread at love feasts, 2 9 0.

Lecture, temperance, by brother, 76.
Legacy bequeathed by Solomon G. Karn, B43.
Legality of points raised in church, 15 6.

Legislature, brother may not become member of, 30 5.

Letter from church, refusal to relinquish, 287.
Letter of membership, refusal to present, S24, S 41.

" recommendation, ask counsel in giving, 10 0.

Letters, church, limiting validity of, 633.
" " uniformity in issuance of, 45 4.
" endorsement of, 134.

investigation of on Saturday at Annual Meeting, 113,
neglect of members to present, 346.
of greeting (see under General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee).
of membership, right of church to refuse, 5 SI.
'• recommendation to removing members, 2 81, 2 9S.

Liberty in receiving those of other denominations, 337.
no, for those not in the faith, 188.
to exhort, 144.

" to speak at social meetings, 175.
Life insurance companies, investment in, 764.

" " investigation of, 741, 763.
request to reconsider question of, 741.

for committee to investigate refused, 63 2." " scriptural reasons against, 7,63.

treatment of transgressors in relation to, 454.
Lightning rods, erection of, 124, 159, 226, 242, 252.
Likenesses and pictures, entire question of, 782, 792.

dealing with members having them, 2 82.
" no exceptions in dealing with those having, 617.

or profiles, 107, 164, 178, 261.
putting out of sight, 303.

" repeal of decisions regarding", 793. ,

taking of by brother, 557, 583.
Limestone congregation, Tenn., recpaests committee, 19 8.

Liquor, distillation of fruit to make, 138.
Liquor, intoxicating", at sales, 135. .

'.

" " manufacture of, 4 31.
" selling condemned, 25.
" " information against offender in, 2 88.

trafficking in, 209, 2 71.
Loans in aid of poor churches, 482.
Logan church, excommunication case in, 123.
Lord's Day, more sacred regard for at Annual Meeting, 656.

(* " work on, 13 0.

Lord's prayer, the, 2 8.

Lord's supper, breaking bread in connection with, 615.
" " differences in observance of, 22 2.
" " in connection with' communion, 43' 8.
" " inviting nonmembers to eat, 10 8.
" " observance of, 100.
" " one mode for holding, 262.
" " the, and nonmembers, 5 5, 72.
" " uniformity in observance of, 120.

Lordsburg, Cah, petition to start Brethren's school at, 53 7.

Lost Creek church, report of committee on, 384.
Lot, choice of minister by, 59, 2 69.

Lottery tickets, 27, 71, 119, 137.
Love feasts at Yearly Meeting, 152.
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Love feasts, breaking- up after, 4 7.

called only a meal, 182.
closing of with singing- or prayer, 3 05.
invitation to, 214.
irregular action at, 140.
not publicly announced, 53.
order of conducting, 655, 6 70. •

privately and oftener, 75.

requests to hold one as model, 146.
time of holding-, 145, 152.
two tables at, 47.

use of beef or lamb at, 146, 151.
Lower Cumberland church, committee asked for, 147.
Loyalty, oath of, by Brethren in Missouri, 2 51.
Lunatic asylum, taking- member to. 150.
Lyceums, not expedient to join, 2 6 7, 2 6 9.

taking part in, 327.

M
1

Mahoning church, Ohio, difficulties in, 150.
Majority, not unanimity, necessary, 302, 353." vote requested for Annual Meeting decisions, 3 9S.
Malmo, mission house for, 522.
Management of schools, 846, 848.
Mandatory decision, modification or repeal of, 420.
Mansfield congregation, difficulty in, 121.
Marriage after divorce for adultery, 169,

" again, if husband is bigamist, 9 9.
" and divorce, 149.

by both parties second time bars from church. 117.
" brother to deserted woman disapproved, 54.

11 " sister whose first husband may be living", 17S.
causing trouble in churches, 41.

" contract annulled by fornication, 266.
annulment of, 2 87.

"
• " violation of by minister, 251.

" divorce, remarriage. 185, 208.
duty of minister when parents object, 116.

" in Denmark and Sweden, 5 84.
" of divorced persons condemned, 315.
" " man to excluded sister, 115.
" " members to outsiders, 541,
" " near relatives, 13.
" " sister to stepson, 145.

" sister whose first husband lives, 110, 177.
" pay for solemnizing", 51, 98, 149, 164.
" promise of, not fulfilled, 151.
" question affecting church membership, 2,67, 269, 288.

solemnized in Brethren's houses bv those of other churches, 42.
to uncle's wife, 186.

" uniformity in solemnizing, 2 5.
" when parents oppose, 148.

while first companion lives, bars from church, 30, 31, 177, 205.
" without p-ublishing the bans, 42.

Maryland Collegiate Institute, recognition of, 875.
Masonic oath to be disregarded by former Masons, 3 67.

Masons, former, eligible to ministry, 359.
Matrimony, no form for performing- of, 170.
Meals, giving, to congregation at common meetings, 112.

" reduction in price of, at Annual Meeting-, 65 6.

Meat, kind of, used at supper, 51.

Medicine, patent, advertisements of, 8 76.

Meetinghouse, building fund, for, 42 4, 42 7.
" " fund (see under General Missionary and Tract Com-

mittee).
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Meetinghouse whether
Meetings

<<

a
a
it

It

<(

appointed by
for

appointment
at house of

right to build, 5Jj, 150.
common brother, 66.
teacher, not a member, 66.
of by each brother, 22 3.

excluded member, 70.
" houses of friends to Brethren. 121.
protracted, 75, 174, 178.

limitation as to number of, 319.
one series, at least, each year, 466.
uniform way of conducting-

, 743.
course to be pursued by expelled, 3 69.
dependent upon church, rights of, 2 61.
disowning of, by churches, 3 69.
order of reception of, 175.
received without baptism, 65.

rebaptism, 67.
Membership book, publication of, 831.

certificate of, when objections are raised,
" given on removal, 32 8.

to, of those having more than

Members,
i i

Members,

eligibility
482.
in church
letter of,

20.

one companion,

<<

<<

by separated couple, 2 96.
refusal to present, S2S, 841.

" " right of church to refuse, 5 SI.
" withheld, 441.

of expelled person, 189, 195.
question of by two congregations, 498.
withdrawal of, 231.

Memorial, Bicentennial, 852.
Merchandizing, Brethren may engage in, 2 71.

Merriment, members not to attend places of, 2 9 7.

Mesmerism, influence of among Brethren, 112.
Miami Valley elders' petition, 400.
Military clothing not to be worn, 227.

service and shedding of blood, 237.
" " fines of brethren drafted for, 2 21.

Militia, not right to attend training of, 70.
Milk, selling of, on Sunday, 3 38.

Minister, advance of, when wife is not a member, 5 84.

and deacon, election of, by majority vote, 82 8.

charges to, in first and second degrees of, 3 2 4.

choice of, by lot, 59.
deposed, steps in restoration of, 601.
deprived of first and second degrees, 3 65.

election of, 155.
expelled, removes, reinstalled, 43 7.

forwarding of, in degrees, 231.
giving no evidence of usefulness. 3 9 6.

no more liberty for, away from home than at home, 365.
office taken from, 326.
preaching with expelled bishop,
promotion of, in irregular way,
refusal of, to worship at home,
relieving of, from office, 558,
restoration of, to office, 5 8.

scriptural way of electing, 697, 716.
should consult church, 178.
silenced, 326.

" working against order of Brotherhood,
" more judicious distribution of, 678, 695.
" moving to churches which have no elder, 59.

Ministerial aid for churches, 293.
force, distribution of. 813, 82 6.

meetings beneficial, 582.

office, ex-Masons eligible for, 359.

advancing* brethren in. 310.
brother in second degree of, 292.

Brethren forcing themselves into, 8 5.

how to forward a brother into, 97.

a
(<

a
a
tt

a
<<

o<3,

188.
357.
558.

596.

o r it

a o i

.

Ministry,
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Ministry, paid, against apostolic order, 380, 394.
support of in cases of necessity, 203.
three orders or grades in, 231, '243.

Minority, action of, in harmony with Annual Meeting, 414.
not to oppose majority in certain cases. 368.
right of, to call Brethren from other arm of church, 184
small, to yield to large majority, 3 71.

Minutes, Annual Meeting, advisory only, 540,
as classified by Eld. Mohler, 43S.
collection of, for publication, 179, 201.
complete publishing of, 894.
copy for elders; etc., 112.
correction of those of 1887, 483." " councils, 333.
expenses of committee on revision of, 422.
fr e e t o ea ch c o n grega t i on , 4 S 1

.

indexing of, 5 5 7.

mailing in sealed letter, 171.
obsolete by reason of later decisions, 657, 673
printing of in Visitor, 222.
publication of in book form, 831.

book form ot those in
force, 6 5 7.

church paper, 2 3b.
pamphlet form, 312.

reading of in churches, 4 81.
regarding printing of, 99, 114.
report of committee on revision of, 410, 42 S.
sending of to all who nay for them, 165.

Minutes, District Meeting, for Annual Meeting, 5 3 9.

liberty to print. 338.
Missionaries, approval of for foreign fields, 8 3 5, 877,

India, allowed to vote at District Meeting, 831.
selection of suitable Brethren for, 455.

Missionary and tract work, consolidation of, 517.
Board of 1SS2, report of, 417.

" 1SS4, report of, 433.
cause, order of work on at Annual Meeting, 453.
committee exemption of members from other committees,
797. •

foreign, endorsement of candidate for, 580.
question, remonstrance on, 202.
support of disabled, 631, 651, 668.
system, simplification of, 512.
work, suitable Brethren for, 516.

Mission board, power of to locate ministers, 43 9.

cause, dangerous influences against, 449.
eligibility of candidate for, 599.
public reading of report of, 599.
separate organizations for, 449.

in Germany, call for, 43 0.

money, use of, only for mission purposes, 795.
points to be in charge of district. 631.
points, ordination of elders at, 700.
work, Brethren to be sent for, 129.

" city, plan for carrying on. 60 0, 614.
fund to assist those preparing for, 894.
in States (see under General Church Erection and Mis-
sionary Committee).
petition to send Brethren to do, 326.
urged upon Annual Meeting, 3 68.

Missions, city, cared for by Districts, 453.
home and foreign (see under General Missionary and Tract
Committee).
neglect of by District Boards, 631.

" report of committee on, 42 9.

Mixed multitude, feeding of on Pentecost, 4 8 0, 521.
" " prevention of at Annual Meeting, 363.

Moderator, election of, by Standing Committee, 377.
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Moderator, frequent change is requested in, 352.

or clerk, limit to term of service of, 437.

Money, giving-, to help other denominations, 226, 2 3 9.

lost, no intent to defraud, 195.
raising- by tithing, 83 0.

for Annual Meeting treasury, 842.
general missionary plan for, 451.

" taking of, acquired by war, 62.

use of, in endowment and other funds, 7 IS.

Monroe County, Iowa, committee requested by, 163.

Montgomery County, Ohio, committee called for, 132.

Monthly, Gospel Visitor, the, publication of, 12 4.

Montreal, Canada, regarded as mission point, 743.

Moral questions, discussion of at meetinghouses, 139.

Mormons, missionary to work among, 468.

Mortgage, brother not to take, of brother, 49.

•t foreclosing of, by brother, 2 9G.
" plan for use of money, 718.

Mortgages and endowment funds, 728.
"

'

" endowments, report of committee on, 738.

Mortgaging real estate to secure creditors, 195.

M u rn ing-b en ch e s in m e e
.
t in g s , 7 5

.

•Moving by minister from church to which chosen, 295.

members, letters of recommendation for, 2 9 8.

of Brethren to the West, 136.
" of minister to another church, 5 6.

Music at school exhibitions, 201.
instrumental, teaching in schools, 303.

schools, brother not to teach, 49.

Musical instruments in houses, 130, 255, 289, 311.
" " meetinghouses. 517, 540.
" '* private houses, test of fellowship, 599.

" " keeping out of Brotherhood. 321.
" " test of church fellowship, 349.

use of on Lord's Day, 311.

Mustache, clipping of, enjoined, 478.
wearing of, not countenanced, 315.

Muster grounds, no member or children to visit, 40, 48, 59.

to avoid fines, 186.
Mute preaching, filling calls for, 7 6 7.

Mutual Fire Insurance Co., right to organize, 368.

Name, church, request for change of, 76 6, 830.

used in firm name, 782.
" joining church under assumed, 254.
" of our fraternity. 62.

Names of alleged offenders, 189.
Navy, protests against increasing expenditures for, 8 9 8.

" Nearest relative," meaning of, 318.

Neglect bv members of our churches, 212.

Of missions by Districts and congregations, 631.

"New Testament Church," proposed change of name to, 792.

misleading notes on, 520.
" " report of committee on, 53 6.

Sunday-school lessons, 89 8.

New Tear's Day for prayer 8 9 6.

"No choice" in election, 378.

Non-attendance at church by brother, 3 74.

at meetings, 108, 185, 206, 212.

Nonconformity, disregard of principles of, 895.
disregarding promise of, 3 3 6, 519.

" tendency to disregard, 450.
" to be enforced, 2 5 8.

Nonresistance, 10, 85.

Nonresistant principles and Civil war, 231.

North Manchester School, recognition of, .632.

Note, not right to purchase and share, 172.

(bond), selling by members, consent necessary for, 41.
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Note, selling- of, considered a fault, 174
taking-, various queries concerning 184Numbering brethren and sisters 250

rNurse, trained, for India, S32.

Oath, form of proposing, 48.
given to qualify testimony, 294

" (prolaSty') °°lf
ict with S°^A Principles, 251.

swearing- of' 10*

Obedience to Annual Meeting conclusions 28
- nifJe

l
°^S

S
r
S
embersllip in

»
bar to church, 133.

,-.y
ftender

- definition of term. 405
ortenders in matter of wearing apparel 201
nfF

"
,
Pian for dealing with, 411.

orrense, trial of in church where it originated, 820 499 512Offenses, rule for proceeding in all, 439"
settlement of, 313

Office, civil, not to be sought, 580
Officeholder received into church, 76
Office, worldly, inconsistent for brother to hold 115 120 256
n^. ", transfer of to another. 111.

' ' '

Officers of church, pledges to be made bv 469
Officers wife not necessarily member of church 297
%nm S

-

^o be shunned, 13, 31, 49, 50, 58, 67, 82, 146, 167, 256Official Brethren, unanimous consent of. 302, 353.Old Folks Home, plan to organize an, 466
Omissions, mention of. in report 51?'
Opinions, different, 20.'

Order, ancient and established as to elders, 302.
attending communions when out of 633
bringing arm of church into, 299
of church, conformitv to, 311.

Orders or grades in ministry, 231.
Ordinances, churches careful to observe 144

discussion of, 208.
Ordination by one elder only, 360.

of bishop or elder, 13 6.
11 brother, frustration of, 79.
" elders at mission points, 70

" form of, 35 3.

uniformity in, 617.
" minister, order of, 2 41.
" two as ministers, 150.

regardless of age in office, 406.
substitution of elders for, 795.

Oregon and California ask for delegation of Brethren. 198
.

/.' ,"
.

committee to organize churches in, 294Organizations within churches unscriptural, 779
Organs in meetinghouses. 517.
Orphans and homeless children, homes for. 811." " methods of caring- for, 8 7 7, 891,Home, erecting of in Indiana, 311

getting homes for, 2 8,6.

Outsiders invited to speak at social meetings, 678
Outside testimony to prove brother's position, 294.
Overcoat, sister's, not classed with jewelry, 399
Overseers, authority of. in case of open fault, 111.

not obedient to Annual Meeting decisions, 23 8
Oversight, bishops retaining, 185,
Owen County church. Ind., committee requested for, 153
Owl Creek church, Ohio, committee requested bv, 16 0, 180 isa i

Pacific Mission, setting apart Brethren for, 204.
Paid ministry, encouragement of, feared, 401, 411.
Painter Creek church, Ohio, committee requested bv, 180.
Painting in houses, 138.
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Pallbearers, wearing of badges and white gloves by, 721.

Paper, clanger from publication of, 117.
Papers, similar to others, not to be entered on minutes, 430.

Parlimentary usages, simple rules instead of, 438.

Passover, teaching as to Christ's eating the, 374.

Pastoral visit to each member each year, 49 6.

Pastors and evangelists, support of, 8 51, 870.

Patent medicine advertisements, elimination of, 876.

rights, members selling, 73, 149, 253.

Patrons of Husbandry, not to be in church, 302.

Peace association, cooperation of church with, 3 2 5.

convention, representation of Brethren at, 432.

teaching doctrine of Christ and church as to, 313.

Penitent members, reception of expelled, 23 7, 2 50.

Pension, brother receiving, 2 84,
" sisters accepting, 257, 358.

Periodical for young people, publication of. 67 8.

Permission to visiting- member to speak, 176. _
Permits, half-fare, for clergy, mechanics and laborers, 7 6 L

Personalities, Brethren not to indulge in, 3 3 5.

Petition bv Southern Ohio elders to Annual Meeting, 378.

government to prohibit making ardent spirits, 431.

Petitions, circulation of at secret meetings, 399.

to Annual Meeting cause of hard feeling, 3^4.

Philadelphia and Germantown churches, report on, 277.
" church, report of committee to, 341.

Phonograph, entertainments with, 7 9 6.

Phrenology, influence of among Brethren, 112.

Pictures and likenesses, entire question of, [82.

of members not in order of church, 897.

right to have taken, 107.

Plain garment, wearing of scriptural, 2 88.
M language, use of commanded, 117.

Platform, elevated, at Annual Meeting, 318.

Plays, wrong to take part in, 496.

Pledges to be made by church officers, 469.

Police force, order kept by, at meetings, 367.

Political elections, Brethren not to attend, 22o.

districts abstain from voting at, l\A,

voting at, test of fellowship, 241.

meetings, not becoming for Brethren to attend, 73.

Polities, Brethren should abstain from, 236, 541.

Polygamy in India not necessarily bar to baptism, (68.

Poo'l, baptism in, 353, 765.

making, for use of in baptism, ,>2o.

Poor, assistance of, 15, 126.

Poorhouse, sending insane brother to, 1,64.

Poor members, care of, 69, 146.

members, not right to ask county aid for, 60 0.

ministers, books for, 517.

the, obligation of church to, 32 4.

Postage, paying in advance, 123.

Postmaster, right of brother to be, ^2 4.

Power of bishops, 89.

Practices, differences in, among Brethren, 15 i.

Praver and fasting, day of, 89 6.

bowing or rising in, 7 8.

covering, wearing of, at table, 08^.

for persons living in adultery, 116.

meetings called social meetings, 183.
" for, exclusively, 125.
" how conducted, 20 !5.

holding of, 138.
invitations to outsiders, 125, 186.

« » of other denominations, attending, rs,

« " without consent of bishop, 186.

on New Year's Day, 89 6.

private in meetings out of order, 21©.

Praying all done by one minister, 211.
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Preacher, expelled, granted committee 320
should be in full fellowship' 211

'

Preaching by brother not elected bv church ->3Sby sister not approved of, 58
contrary to church council, 68
only by those in office, 223Precedence of ministers in certain cases '?30

Pride creeping into church, 90
'

Principles declared before church, 227
Private council at church council meetings 537Privileges to preachers of other denominations 107Proceeding's of Annual Meeting, full report of, 324.

"

"
,-,-f t\i * • , T

'
j..

reading of in respective churches 12Q
-d , ,.

ot District Meeting, publication of 32fi
l

'
"^

Proclamation by President of U. S obeyirSr 228Program for Annual Meeting, 843''
1 rohibition query reconsideration of 49 7Promise, disregard of, by elders, 33 9
Progressive Christian, publication of 'unwise articles in <mProperty, church, control of, 467.

articles m, rf»2.

held by brother and sister 201
stolen, reward for, 263.

Prophesying by females allowed 183
Proslavery principles, preaching of 239

T-rnt^^
a
f
ainS

V memb^rs .ParticiPathl - *n Annual Meeting 519Protracted meetings, limiting number of, 319.
not in harmony with old order 380Proxy, representation by, 765, 776.

"

~

voting by, in church elections, 242
Public acknowledgment of brother who offends UP,

appeals for funds, 42 0.

discussions on various subjects 2 OS
" works, not to take part in, 132.'

Publican," meaning of, 64.
Publication of articles against Old Brethren, 2 43

))
cause of strife, 391.

M
Papers in competition with Brethren's papers 700

.
rights and restrictions of, 671

queries in Messenger prior to Annual Meeting 6?4_ . report of, committee on, 485 515
meeting, b,,4.

Publishers, restrictions on, in matter of Hymn Books 350Publishing interests, ownership of, by stock company 515Pulpits in meetinghouses, 221.
td m u

—

of other denominations, going into, 253.

eternal, preaching,
no, after death, 177

not to occupy, 126.Punishment, eternal, preaching, 169.

Q
Qualifications for delegates to Annual Meeting, form for 794 809Quarrel between Brethren to be settled by church 15?
Queries, direct, decided by Scripture, 406.

first laying before individual church, 75
from Yearly Meeting to each church, 9 9
much time consumed on, 3 3 4.

publication of in Gospel Messenger before Annual Meeting 634
rejection of by Annual Meeting, 335
repealing of, 100. •

right of individual members, 8 8.
rules for dealing with, 334.
sending to Annual Meeting, 316." to Annual Meeting to be signed bv elders, 211Query 42 of 1850 correctly answered, 124.

'

meaning of. changed by Standing Committee, 324.
power of delegates to withdraw, 346.

Questions asked in water or house, 183.
at baptism before entering water, 854, 873.
local settlement by District Meetings, 203.
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Questions, same to be asked on animal visits 2 60
withholding' of, from church, 367

Quinter, James, request for ordination of, 159.

B
Race or color, no difference in, in salutation, 327.
Railroad and bank stocks, 104, 197, 310.

" companies, granting- half fares by, 173.
rates, arranging for, 512.

Railroads asked to grant clerical books to Brethren ministers 719committee to memoralize, 598.
Real estate agents, Brethren acting as, 517.

matters to be settled by local committees 20l
_ , .

question involving transaction in. 195
Rebaptism, application by brother for, 210.

as it relates to Asia Minor mission, 631 651
of candidate from Old Order Brethren, '781, 703 SOS

J. A. Bowman members, 45 4.

necessity for, 217." when candidate was unconverted before, 250.
where trine immersion has been performed. 500Rebate on tract interest detrimental, 700.

Rebellion against counsel of church, 8 6.
war of, causes difficulty in chureli 231

Rebels, taking sides with, in war, 238, 242.
Reception into houses of those of other denominations, 33 7, 3 60

church of those of other denominations, 353.
of applicants into church, 97.

brother who has been put back, 6 6.

member without counsel of church, 198.
minister of other denominations, 270.

" minister who is not in accord with church, 144.
Recognition of North Manchester school, 632.
Recommendation for members who remove, 10 6," letters of, to removing members, 281.
Reconciliation before appointment to preach, 211

obtained by writing, 10 6.

of parties to fornication, 2 63.
Reconsideration, right of, 164.
Record of buildings, etc., at Annual Meeting, 781.

proceedings of committees, 281.
" work kept by traveling Brethren, 252

Refusal of Brother to hear church, 183.
" elder to perform duties of office, 2 3 7.

Rehearing, member entitled to, 212, 238.
of poor brother, expelled from church, 3 60.
proper course in regard to, 295.

Reinstatement after exclusion, 143, 164.
Of member by committee, 328.

Reinstallation of brother into another church, 90.
Rejection of deacons by elders, 249.
Relations present during counsel as to offender, bb.

same privileges as to accused, 401,
Release asked for by minister, 19 7.

of disobedient minister, 3 3 8.
Relief fund, ministerial and missionary, 796.
Remission of sins before baptism, 16 6/
Remonstrance from Sugar Creek church, 202.
Removal from office of obstinate brother, 289.

of brother after hiring army substitute, 23 7.
of teacher without counsel of church, 66.
to another church, 167, 188, 239, 287, 290.

Remuneration of elder or member from railroad or land speculation
bit, b 9 8

.

Renouncement of secret societies, 207.
Renting meetinghouses to other denominations, 541.
Reopening complaints not allowed, 202.
Repentance, order of, with faith, 82.
Representation asked by Oregon. Washington and Idaho, 53 7.^ j
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" Representative,
4

' use of in Minutes, 112.
Reputation, using church connection to enhance, 2 55.
Request for minister to be sent to Maine, 305,

" of ministers to be relieved, 3 9 6.

Resolutions against Annual Meeting decisions, 409.
at Annual Meeting (see close of each year's report).

" by men binding on church members, 7 7.
" right of church to pass and enforce, 301.

Restitution by church where brother fails, 2 64.
necessary before restoration, 2 64.

Restoration, final, preaching on, 32 9.

Restoration of Brethren in gross crime, 30 4.
" " brother in avoidance. 50, 71. 121, 250.
" " deposed ministers, 601.
" " member by another church, 303, 347.

universal, books in favor of, 3 5S.
Restrictions of brother in preaching, 2 70.
Reunion with Western Brethren, 128.
Reunions, holding of in sacred way, 719.
" Reverend " as applied to ministers, 265.
Revision of books, care needed in, 145.

" " prices of Sunday-school supplies, 855.
Revival meeting not in harmony with old order, 380,

Reward, paying for stolen property, 2 5 5.

Ridge church, Pa., committee for, 166, 19 8.

Riding habits, wearing of by sisters, 4 9 6.

Right of brother to preach if not elected, 239.
Romanist views defended by brother, 10 8.

Rule and practice of church, 40 0.

Rulers of our land, speaking evil of, 2 3 8.

Rules, acquainting bishops with, 173.
" simple, instead of parliamentary, 438.

Running water preferred for baptism, 601.

S

Sabbath day, work on, 308 (see under Sunday).
schools, decision of 1871 readopted. 400.

liberty to hold, 271.
" " minority not to prevent establishing. 451.
" " modifying restrictions concerning, 3 66.
" " not. condemned, 205.

order of holding, 3 in.

Salaried ministry, against apostolic order, 3 8 0.

Salary, not wrong to support ministering brethren. 257.

stipulated, to ministers, wrong, 520.

Salem College, standing of, 292.

Salomony church, difficulties in, 123, 131.

Saloonkeepers, wrong to trade with. 520.

Saloons, trangression for members to enter, 520,

Salutation, dispensing with at communion, 2 77.
" dispensing with, between supper and communion, 780, r»Z.

807, 827.
" of members of other denominations, 2 30.
" when given at love feasts, 655, 670.

with hand and kiss, 159, 294.

Saturday, keeping of, for Sabbath, 228.

Saucer for each individual at communion, not favored, 515.

Saylor, Bro. D, P., statements by, 318.

Saint Louis church report on, 487.

church property, resolutions concerning, 545.

meetinghouse, deeding of, 421.

Scandinavians, colonization of in America, 60 7.

request of for preacher, 522.

School director, holding office of, 335, 353.
exhibitions, children taking part in, 2 01'.

holding of, 2 83.

parents not to take children to, 20/.

North Manchester, recognition of, 632.

views of Annual Meeting concerning contemplated, 165.
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School, visiting- committee, report of, 646
Schools, as an individual enterprise, 178

athletics in, 812, 845.
Brethren's, ownership of bv church 811 S2 4 844
committee to watch over, 518 539
fashionable attire worn by students of, 812, 8 24 S4i
general management of, 84 8.

<«

1

1

a

& euerai management of, 8 4 8.

local and State management of, S46
system of visiting", 811, 824, 844.
leaching of agriculture in, 812, 825, 845.
term of office of committees appointed to, 839under religious care of elders, 83 0, 846.
violation of church principles at, 829 846

Secession of States, abetting of, inconsistent 23

S

Secrecy in connection with baptism, 319.
" holding church meetings, 249
" publication of debate on, 557.

Secret accusations against church officers, 282.
beneficiary society, members to avoid, 7 6 4.
labor organizations, membership in, 876.
meetings held by Brethren, 399.
organizations, funerals bv, in church, 781

" societies, 26, 95, 133, 151, 182, 257, 279.
action as to Brethren members of, 5 8 2.
annual queries concerning, 2 9 9.

Brethren aiding, 617.
communion with members of, 257.
questioning applicants for baptism concerning, 2 7, 2S7.
testimony as to membership in, 279.

Secret society, the Grange considered as. 357.
Secretary, field, for supervision of Sundav-school work, 876 890

of Annual Meeting, duties of, 828, 842.
Secretaries, employment of traveling, 541.
Security, Brethren going, 137.
Seduction, marriage, divorce, remarriage, 420.
Separation from the church, 47.

of branch of church from main body, 15 8.

husband and wife bars from church, 2 63.
" married members, 20, 158.
or excommunication, 49.

Service, length of, determines precedence 230.
Settlement of local differences by home churches, 95.

" matters by committees, 2 66.
Sewing' societies, right to have, in church, 616'.

Sharp, S. Z., and Holsinger, H. R., case of, 2 85.
Shows, church members should avoid, 101.

taking children to, 59, 60, 67.
Sick, baptism of, in house, 2 28.

" member, communion requested bv, 217.
to, 202.

_

" persons, receiving* into church. 51, 195.
Sin, action in case of, without elders, 151.

or fault before the world, 19, 53.
" treatment of members for committing, 155.

Singing at breaking of bread, 57.
before opening- meeting, 171.

" class, teaching in meetinghouses, 317.
during communion, 171, 183.
in different voices at public meetings, 82.
schools, brother not to teach. 49, 10 8, 165.
schools in meetinghouses, 66.

" " members may attend, 206.
on Sunday, 206.

Single immersion insufficient to retain membership. 2 87.
mode of feet-washing, 352.

Sister as delegate to Annual Meeting, 497.
Sisters, breaking bread by, 163, 366, 438, 539, 696, 716. 829, S50, S74, 893.

", eligibility as delegates to District Meeting, 697.
" inconsistencies as to dress of, 717.
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Sisters, liberty to vote on questions, 403.
not ordained or installed into office, 539.

" preaching by, 58.
received with husbands into office. 67.

" speaking- of at social meetings, 539.
" specification of dress for, 45 2.

Sites, giving, for meetinghouses, 143.
Skating rink, warning against, 433.
Slander by one brother of another brother, 220.
Slanderous report against member, 256.
Slavenolding by Brethren, 18, 135,' 136, 142, 163.
Slavery, minister defender of. 20 7.

" right of, preached by brother, 21.9.

Slaves, hiring of, 85.
Slave trade, 7, 3 0, 31, 65.
Sleighbells on horses, 70,
Social meetings, inviting- those of other denominations to speak at, 078.

liberty to speak at, 175, 200. 217.
Soldiers, baptism of, 230.
Soldier's overcoat, wearing, 2 2 7.

" reunions, wrong to attend. 521.
Soliciting the General Brotherhood, plan for, S3 1.

Solicitors to have credentials, 796.
Song services, leaders in, to conform to order of church, 616,
Sons of Temperance, 9 5.

Soul and body, erroneous doctrine of, 177.
Southern Ohio churches, action of, endorsed, 409.

" elders' petition to Annual Meeting, 3 7S.
Speakers, church in need of, 172.
Speaking against a brother, 4 4.

" at great length, 81.
" by visiting brother who is out of order, 214.
" evil of rulers, 2 3 8.

Special funds (see General Missionary and Tract Committee).
Speculation, Brethren engaged in. 25 6.

Speculation in buying tax title, 2 9.

Speeches of Annual Meeting imperfectly reported, 453.
Spirits, ardent, use of, 74, 155.
Spiritual gifts, use of, not exclusive, 170.
Spiritualism, lying wonder and delusion, 130.

Stand, elevated, at Annual Meeting, 31 S.

preaching from, 93, 96, 271, 310.
" question, decision on, 32 6.

Standing Committee, annual eImages in, 20 3.

Change in manner of appointing, 269.
" " examination of questions by, 219.
" " length of service on, 542.
" " liberty of, in selecting moderator. 377.
" " naming and organization of, 2 4 8.
" " proposed formation of, 323. '

" " reflections on integrity of, 2 85.
" " representation on, 467.
" " (see close of each annual report).
" " selection of. 13 4.
" of members not affected by committee action, 421.

State church schools, sending children to, 483.
" distribution of funds (see under General Missionary and Tract

Committee).
districts, reports of, 445, 457, 472, 490, 503. 525, 563. 587, 603.

representation on Standing Committee, 765.

Statistics of Sunday-school work, 629.

Stepson, marriage of sister to, 145.
Stereopticon entertainments, 796.
Stock in corporations, advice against owning, 106, 197.

Stolen property, reward for recovery of, 255, 2 63.

Storekeeping, Brethren engaged in, 55, 130.

Story County, Iowa, members appeal for organizers. 160.

Strange views, holding of, 38.

Strife between husband and wife bar to membership, 115.
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Stubbornness in sister by not wearing cap. 208.
Students voting while transient members, 55 9.

Substitute, appointing, to fill committee, 171.
" hiring-

, for war, 237.
" money, 6.

Success of Brethren not to be published, 3 4 6.

Sugar Creek church, Ohio, remonstrance from, 202
" " congregation, Ohio, committee for, 14S, 190.

Sunday, dinners or feasts on, 296.
fishing, hunting, etc., on, 376.

Sunday-school celebrations, not right to attend, 210.
" conventions, advice against holding, 412.

attendance at, 320.
" " '"'

in meetinghouses, 581, 813.
taking part in, 813.

in meetinghouses, 290.
interests, discussion of, 655.
lessons, conforming to Brethren's views, 67S.

" independent, 897.
in New Testament only, 898!

" International, 858.
literature more comprehensive, 875.
not right to take part in, 67, 163.
of human origin, 379.
paper, advertisements allowed in, 783.
right of minority to hold, 3 76.

to establish, 210.
" " secretary, advice to appoint, ,6 7 7.
" " supplies, revision of prices of, 8 55.
" " treats, question of giving, 65o.
" " where church is not unanimous, 2 9 5.
" " work, obtaining statistics of, 615, 629.

work on, 29, 41, 52, 57. 62, 130, 223, 338. 699. 856.
Supper, kind of meat to use at Lord's, 51, 137 174.

observance of, 67, 100, 17 4.
" of what, composed, 111.
" on or off the table during feet-washing. 280.

" table at feet-washing, 46, 56, 82, 107, 162, 251, 421.
" " " before feet-washing, 213.
" sacred, not common, institution, 10 6.

Support for ministers and evangelists, 829, 851, 870.
of disabled missionaries, 631, 651, 668.
" ministers in cases of necessity, 2 3.

" widows, duty of church, 2 8 7.

Surplus funds of Annual Meeting, use of, 5 40.

Swatara church, Pa., requests committee, 165.
Swearing life against brother, 2 9 3, 30 5.

Sweden, opening of mission in, 432.

Swedish or Danish brother, request for, 500.

Symposium discussions in Messenger, limits of, (21, 740.

T
Tables, officers whose duty it is to serve at, 307.
Tavern, keeping. 25, 59, §1.
Taxation, building meetinghouses by, 23 6.

raising funds by, 240. 2 6 6, 2 6 9.

Taxes, buying- land sold for, 209.
" paying, on borrowed money, 216.

Teacher, appointing meeting for, 6 6.

choice of, 14c, 141.
right of, in exhortation to prayer, 78.

Teachers on Annual Meeting grounds must lie in order of Br<i
>

'

regular order of choosing, 114.

Teaching without counsel of church, 66.

Temperance committee, appointment of, 8 5 7, 8 71.
" " duties of, 8 71.

report on, 901.
Temperance, joining society of. 262.

lectures, not advisable for brother to deliver, 76.

a
a
1

1
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Temperance principles, reaffirmation of 719
Tent, purchase of, by Annual Meeting-, 32
Territory, question of, by two congregations 49STestimony against brother, 5 4, 13 7.

members from outsiders, 40, SO 139
at law by brother, 220.
before higher powers, 45.
by visiting deacon, 73, SO.
" accused member, 215.
contrary, given, 140." from outside, 2S2, 294.
of one witness insufficient. 215." withholding against matrimonial companion 100textbooks, Brethren, examination of, 811, 823, 844

Thanks, giving, between supper and communion, 216Thanksgiving Day, observance of, 238, 408
Thanks, giving once for supper, 3 6 9.
Theological school, not to be tolerated, 40 7
Thurman, Bro. Wm. C, restored to office, 258
Tiffin church, Ohio, marriage difficulty in, 131
Tithing urged by McPherson church, 830, 852.
Tobacco, abuse of, 46.

admonition against sale of, 452.
applicants for members advised not to use 482
church officers' use of, 3 9 8.

excessive use of, 2 2 8.

mowing of bar from privileges, 6.99.
inconsistency on part of user of, 3 7 6.
not right for members to manufacture, 5 00.
" to be used for medicine, 671.

raising of, 52.
selling- of by Brethren, 518.
use of bar to committee service, 480, 498, 632.

" bar to elders in installing officers, '
499.

'

bar to holding meetings, 517.
" in any form wrong, 500.

Tombstones, erection of, 149.
Topical outlines for young people's work, 7 6 6.
Total abstinence, signing pledge of, 75.
Township trustee, holding office of by brother, 5 41.
Towns, Brethren laying out, 143.
Tract distribution (see under General Missionary and Tract Committee)

examining committee, term of office of, 49 7.

interest, rebate on, detrimental, 700.
Tracts and books, distribution of, 642.

publication and circulation of, 328.
of, 559.

Trading or trafficking, 158.
Trafficking on Annual Meeting grounds, 65 6.

traveling Brethren engaged in, 256.
Trained nurse for India, 832.
Trangression openly made by member, 8 4.

Traveling Brethren, certificates for, 226.
sending of, 12 9.

expenses of messengers, 162.
Treasurer's report, Annual Meeting (see under General Missionary and

Tract Committee).
Treasury, opposition to. for ministry, 203.
Treats, giving of in Sunday school. 655.
Trespass, acknowledgment of, 22 8, 23 6.

dealing with members who, 308.
testimony against brother in case of, 13 7.

Trial where church membership is, 32 0, 499.
Triennial instead of Annual Meeting, 440.
Trouble between brother and church, 58.

" caused by doctrinal differences, 43.
local churches settle, 412.

Trustees of General Conference, report of, 569, 593.
Truth, plan for more general spreading of, 179.
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Tulpehaccon church, committee to visit, 150, 166.
Tunker, request to drop name of, 766, 777, 792.

Umstad, Bro. John H., agent in Garber legacy, 154.
Unanimous consent of official Brethren, 3 02, 353.
Uncle to wife, question concerning-, 168.
Uniform, wearing of by Brethren when at work, 69 0.

Uniformity in time of feet-washing, 2 51.
Union of all branches of church proposed, 8 76.

of practice throughout Brotherhood, 17 7.

United Workmen, joining, 414.
Unity, lack of, in young people's work, 7 7 8.

Universal redemption, preaching of condemned, 110.
" restoration, selling books in favor of, 3 5 8.

Unkindness existing between elders, 336.
Upper Conowago church, Pa., committee for, 191.

Dublin church, Pa., trouble in, 3 61.

Usury and increase, 5 9, 85.

Vaniman, Bro. A. W., and wife for foreign fields, 74 6.

Vendue, brother should not act as crier at, 64.
" strong drink not allowed at, 48.

Veracity, question of, 20 o.

Views contrary to church's belief preached, 94.

Vindicator, the. publication of unwise articles in, 394.
Visit, annual, by deacons, 814.

" " church, whose duty to perform, 25.3.
" " from house to house. 169.

pastoral, 49 6.
" " procedure of officers at, 469.
" by elder to appointed districts, 125.

Visiting Brethren, report of in important cases, SO.
" brother, by the church, 112.

duty of, 60, 212.
" " out of order to speak, 214.

elder, setting things in order by, 2 94.
" elders, duties of, at colleges, 559, 57,6.
" member, permission to speak, 17 6.

" lack of uniformity in, 346.
schools, system of, 811, 82 4. S44.

Vote by delegates not determined for them 60.

India missionaries allowed to, at Distinct Meetings, S31.
Voting, a test of fellowship, 2S0, 34S.

" at political elections, 221.
" Brethren disregard admonition to abstain from, 2 44.
" by students for ministers, 55 9.

request for repeal of minutes on, 2 4 9.

Vows of candidate for baptism, 52.

w
War, Denmark churches petition concerning, 767.

" no part to be taken in, 6, 9, 14.
" right of sister to receive pension because of, 2 5 7.

" taking of money acquired by, 62.

Watches, gold, wearing of, 2 2 6.

Water, drinking of, at love feasts, 280.
Weak churches, plans to attend to, 98.

Weapon, deadly, use of, condemned, 14 8.

Welcome, address of, at opening of meetings, 780.

West, caution against writing too flatteringly of, 479.

Western Brethren, communications from, 189.
" " differences with. 12 8.

reunion with, 128.
Whiskey, trafficking in, 209.
White Oak church. Pa., difficulties in, 124.
Whitsunday as a day of fasting, 4 6 9.

Widows, church should aid, 30.
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Widows, duty of church to support, 2 ST, 294.
poor, what to do for, 483.'

Wife-desertion, 31.
Will, children unequally treated in, 90,
Williams County, Ohio,* church difficulties in. 136,
Wine, adulterated, use of at communion, 175.

" and bread on table with supper, 22 9.

unfermented grape juice in place of, 323, 33 7.

use of, 55S.
Withdrawal of membership, 231.

" member voluntarily, 63.
Witness in church matters. 158.
Wives, duty of, to help husbands, 211.

" of officials, ordination of, 539.
Word of God, reference to by Annual Meeting", 165
Work on Sundays, 29, 41, 52, 57, (12, 130, 223, 338, C99. 856.
Worldly fashions, conformity to, 2 6, 40. 449.

influences, trouble caused by, 2 99.
Office, transfer of, to another, 111.

holding-, bar to communion, 315.
Offices, to be shunned, 13, 4,6, 266, 541.
organizations to be shunned, 414.

World's Pair, members advised against attending, 558.
World-wide fund (see under General Missionary'and Tract Committee)

missions (see under General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee).

Writing against church customs, 23 5.

Y
irly meeting, change of time of, 55, 59, 60.

" letters concerning, 101,
" " order of proceedings at, 62, IIS.
" " preaching during, 13 6.

Young Men's Christian Association, Brethren not to join, 5 60.
people, publication of paper for. 678.

" people's work, topical outlines for, 766, 778.

Z
Zook, Daniel, committee to investigate, 133.





•



<# i*i




